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Dear Masters, 


nnhis August 15th, India enters its fiftieth year as an independent 
nation. Anniversaries are a time to look back and also to look ahead 
and we do that in our cover story which is now in your hands. The 
Competition Master has been around for most of those years and 
enters its thirty-eighth year with this iSvSue. During these years we 
have tried to help and guide students and provided information 
helpful for competitive examinations as welt as personality devel¬ 
opment. We have also evolved and added new features to reflect the 
changing needs of our readers. We are happy that there is growing 
appreciation of our work, both in terms of letters received and the 
increasing circulation. 

As usual, this annual issue contains extra 32 pages of information, 
with round-ups of current events, general knowledge and sports, 
apart from an index to the 37th volume. We are happy to announce, 
for the first time, a competition for our readers. We would like to 
know what India's independence means to you and are plea.sed to 
offer prizes for your effort. For details, turn to the cover story. 

1 would like take this opportunity to thank our readers for their 
continued support, as also all CM dealers and hawkers who ensure 
that your copy reaches you in time 
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SUBSCRIBE & 

More Than Rs 65.01) 

Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, alongwith your complete name and address to: 
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126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh—160 002 
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Fully Revised a 
&Enbrged^th edition 
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' CmwmW OtMTaaom 


'V, .1 
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• Big size • 528 pages 

Price; Re. 130/- book only • Rs. 149/- with Disk 


Now! 


DOS, 
Word St a I 


FoxPro/dBase 


with a Software 
to le^n 
DOS, WS 8c 
FoxPro on Diskr 


fA^w! choice of lacs, the blockbuster 
Rapidex Computer Course with unique 
self-learning software on disk. 

^ust foUow the Stq)-by-Stq) instructicms in the book 

and tha\ test your knowledge on the computer /^CTr 

with the sof^are. The software allows you to ^ I 

proceed further only when you type the right ) 

command, otherwise it guides you the correct I ' J 
soluticm from the book and try again. 

toadlng bookshops, A.H. Whsalsi^ & Hlgghibotham's Railway Bookstalls throughout India, or ask by VPP from 


,& Pustak Mahal Ph; aiSSf Delhi-110002 

1m Branches: • 22/2 Missioii Road. BanBalore-27 Ph:223402S Pax: 2240209 • 23. 


Branches: • 22/2 Missioii Road, Bangalore-27 Ph:2234025 Pax: 2240209 • 23-25 Zaoba Wadi, lliaknidwar, MinBlial-2 
Ph: 2010941 Pax: 20S3387 • Kbemko Hoose, Aahoic RaJpath, Patna-4 Ph: 653644 





Quagmire of Political Immorality 


W ! have entered the phav of coalttion government's 
without having evohvd a loalition culture Tlii', 
culture can be summed up in a single phrase- 
t olleitive leadership and a uniform effort to take the country 
forward to a mutually decided destination Nothing of the sort 
exists Thi corridots of pmoci stink with an nnfragrant odour of 
grab-and-go This has been onci again proved by the foimer 
Pimw Ministei s kin And he and his kin are in the company of 
a galaxy of distinguished (Hrlitnal uctois cutting atwss the 
boundaries of the States' If the man in the street has started 
looking upon buch governments as 
btnimpetb colouring then ozon 
t'umpets, they cannot be faulted 
The previous coalition 
governments fell because of the 
weight of their own contractions 
The present one comprising more 
than a dozen political outfit^ may 
look a solid block but the very fact 
that they are a dozen or more adds to 
then inherent contradictions 
Contradictions in politics mean om 
thing—destabilizatwn Ideologic”^ 
clash, take a back seat personal 
ambitions and z>enality suiface and 
lule High profile leaders, their 
inflated egos are bound to put the 
Prime Mimstei in a scries of cleft 
situations Political mismanagement 
k’gins to rule toe'ybody around The civil services join the 
scramble and Ik common man feels he has onci again been 
cheated 

One striking feature of the present government (apartpom 
scams it has inherited and has to handle) is its necessity of using 
the Congress Hutches leaders now in tin government, till 
yebierday were in the foiefiont calling Mi Rao names 

The Congress Party led by famharlal Nehru and later by 
his 'plants'—Indira and Rajiv -provided continuity of 
administration They also thrived cm slogans Nehru was 
hopelcbsly infatuated by socialism and becularism, Indira coined 


"Cartbi llatao' and Rajiv’s obsession was march to the 21st 
century The nation benefitled pom neither of these Slogans 
cannot alter a nation's destiny They can, at best, safeguard the , 
fate of a faltering leadership The political parly that hands'out ^ 
such hollozv slogans expn sses its death-zuish It is also invaded 
by nonentities (leodeis) ituvlrvd in cases of bribery and 
corruption at gigantic scales The nation has been watching a 
running scam siml under the Cangiess leadeiship m whic h tk 
person occupying the highest administiahiH post has ken 
alleged to be iiwol 'cd in more than one occasion Ihe scam si mil 
threatens to unfold moie what has 
been reoealed so far Tk kith and kin ' 

of the leadct had flu ti hand in th ' 

national loffcis is now no longei a 
matter of either speculation or mud 
slinging by political rwaU 
Ik’stagnation moral 
di generation and an uitashaiiied 
sc I amble for sjhuIs was knind to 
throiu up a new (not different) kind 
of leadership Hus n suite d m the , 
siiifacing of regional leaders who ^ 
stalled strutting about the national 
politiial scene Their vision zchis 
myopic and then sense of national i 
commifinent non existent This lot * 
proivd George Onivlls predictions in 
Animal Farm cormf Wc ham- now 
dozensof 'sijuealeis in Parliament ^ 
who zmll never let tk jwlitical phenomenon come to maturity 
Then atmb and ambitions are confined to mopping up the 
national coffers Selfbefoie service is Ihe motto 

The gmwrninent is a rickty contraption The Congress Party 
pnds Itself a political zoaif when out of powei—anothci danger 
signal Added to this is yet another dangei—thc almost extinct 
political morality In such a climate the 'sinners' suddenly 
turned 'saints' will soon shozo up in true colours Thus, zvluit f 
ihe country is witnessing is not the struggle of a government to 
survive but a natidn sinking into the cjuagmire political 
immorality and venality 
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ARt YOU DK IbF-lMINf [j TO SUCCtt L)^ li- YtS. iHtF\i DO AWAY VVITH 
i‘AC K S/C OURSES/C LASS ROOM TEACHIfTCS ★ YOUR CONE IDE NCE 
AND OUR BOOKS ARE THE BEST INGREDiENTS FOR YOUR SUCCESS 
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MeroantBe Law 
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Mathateattna a>d Statlatlea 
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Soivad EaeuapUe mad Praeliea Qaaatioaa) 
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IfiTBRVIEWS 

/VmiMB) ouw 7D tncAciuu. TIbis Ail Topin 
aamnd-prahHaly fllaatntaA tax battar 
aiiAaialaaillat far AalaettoB aa aa OOlear la 
Raay ft Air Patea) 


GUIDES FOR VARIOUS 
COMPETtTlVe EXAMS. 


1. 

SA.C. Clai1iOradaaulda(EftH) 
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2. 

Pelica 8.1. aukla (E«H) 

200/- 

2. 

Air btdhi Quhte 

7sr- 

4. 
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ow- 

S. 
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85^ 

e. 

Indian Navy Quhte 

06^ 

7 . 

Indian AlrlliMa Quhte 

75/- 

s. 

Cat (Common Adm. Teat) Quida 

136^ 

2. 
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220/- 

10. 

Railway Pael Board Quid# (E ft H) 

05/- 

11. 

BRT Quhte (EftH) 

TSI- 


12. B.Ed.Ent. Enm. Quhte (EftH) 

75/- i 

14. Income Tax hnapaotora Quhte 

130/- 

16. AaoH.QradaExam.Qulda 

130/- 

16. C.OA Quhte 

126/- 

17. HT Quhte 

240/- 

10. Engg. EM. Quhte 

240/- 

12. L.LC. Claift Quhte 

06/- 

20. NT8E Quhte (ClaaaX) 

12S^ 

21 . JST Grade (ClaasOlh) 

mu- 

22. RBI OlHeara Quhte Or (A+B) 

23. Salnflc School EM. ExMii. QuMa 

230/- 

1 (EftH) 
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gmjUL m i MO 

(MNAKKNT APTITUK TEtT) 
(Conducted by ANMATS) 
COMPREHENSIVE STUDY MATEfllAL FOR 
a MiateMlm to UIATI aito NAT Eim. 

Q QawMtolba A tomwiMl AfeHHy 
Q Enylldi laiSMia 

a ANNS toi Data Aiidytb A totoryratoltoa 
Q nte iia toQ A SMirtl totoWAWM 
O CtoMial Amnmm Md ta<to.EcMiMle Ei w twi nat 
O Fba taapto NAn (allh awain) tor PiacUea A Ml- 


I I 1 ^ fi ! I M * M ' 11 r ^ i 

(BACHELOR OF BUSINESS STUDIES) 


• Teat ol Buaitoas Aptttuda <«Mh btoat Tianda) 

• Raaacntng Abity • QuanUtotlva Aptllixto 

• Qanaral Aaaranen • Engttah Languaga 
Coadueted By Varioua Uahnaaity of laAa . 


BANK/STATE BANK UC (ADO) 

PM« t 170/* Pksw : 700 

• MocW Tcfi Pi^sm • TcNL o( fU«sonin^Rttuatlon 
T«ft • EngBah Comprchcfufon • QuiintKa(M AptKiadB 

# G«nM«l AiiMV«ncaB 


tlGC (CSIR) (Sciftnce) PriaaMWV- 

far fayar I, O Covariag - Maatal Abilitjr, Pbjala, 
CteaUtoiy. Matte, Wato a y . Haawa r h yca a l ap 


UGC (NET) (Arts) 

Far raparl,n, m 

Cawariaa -Htatary, Pol. Sc., Bconanfca, Modal TaM 
payor, M.C. Q u i at laai, GoBafalAfaHMyTaal, Study 
mataiiai (Synapoio) fSar Payor BI 


OEolECTiVE ARITHMETIC 

Payaa: 4W S.L. Qutotl Prioo: aw- 

OmM (br: All Exm. ctmducted by S.S.C. aim! Other 
CcmipeUUvR Exein* 

▲ CoB^ntwnelre Coventge of All tofleo wUh 
Awple Mood BSMi^ee osd Pnetloe QttoeUoM 


BOOKS FOR VARIOUS COMP. EXAMS SUCH AS ASTT. 
I aRAOE.t.TAX,8.I.POt(CeWSP£CTOH,Al)DnORS/BANK 
CLERKS (THE SOOKCCAl'l BE SELECTED flV THE CAN. 
OIDATE A&P6R THE SYLLABUS OF THE CXAMKTATtDN) 


199 7 EDIT IONS Of G. K, BOOKS 



CBROUP P l RCtlR -MSd^todte 1 IS. Bean a auoHiKina asoo 

IB. Book d Wioma A Phmtaa 40 00 

-eaatdngcEiaon, Naelaar Taat San, CilailiiallaRtton 20. Laitore tar i« occadom 2SOO 

Ptgaa. tea ot peiWaa ale. Wcat m- 8(riida»Eany laiton A Patognyii a.00 


ltah u o llaia terplqolnBor«totSar<dlto.ao/-gneqa>velua ofthaerctortaobovalAo/-. Aaoaatordarvteuad totoBYen 
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1. Tad d maaanng (Ravi Chepm) 

70.00 

2 Tad Reasonng Verbal (S. L Gutati 

30.00 

a OsnamI imaMgsrica Tad (S. L Gtddi) 

40.00 

4 Aebanoad Essays 

saoo 

5. Tad d Numarlal Abdly 

30.00 

6. Gbjacbve Aithmslic (QiMi) Smat 

to/» 

7. Oijsaba Adihmsilc (Narato) 

70.00 

a Mattia tot N.QA, CDS. (Quldi) 

70.00 

8 Obpdba Engliah (Smal) 

38.00 

10. Oijsdbe Erntoh (big) 

11. towpet ftsfl ipi eiftw 

70.00 

3300 

12 Gsneml Mantol Rbily 
ia MaiVlawa (Hoar to do ml) 

30.00 

(toralcanip. axairia) 

20.00 

14. Non-ltebal Raaaaning (8. L Gutoft 

eaoo 

lEtnhnRs <t4hn 

57.00 

taan>|f^ Ram 

».oo 

17. snmtoRi ( 311181 ] 

55.00 

ta Book d Quototnna 

saoo 

ia Book d Mtama 8 Phmsaa 

40.00 

20. Ldtors tar at occaalom 

2300 

21. Schdd Esaqr (Attsm 8 Pamgraph 

32.00 


Ifrl ^ f\ 



aidtohdA sr;,r 

Corariag t Soivad yrarloaa yaar yayara 
CENESAL ABILITY 1 Sclcaltflc Aytlteda, 
Ceaeral Kwnaiedye, MaMpla Choka Eagitob 
(IhoiDagiily lavtoedl and MathaauUca. 


HOTEL MANAQEMENT (EHM) 

(Study matartel with M.C. Quadtiom) 
comma .•reasonino, tsiM ability, problen 

EOLVIHa,ECIENT1PIC ABSITT, tSCBIKiLWH 

PAOESiGOO PRICE :1SIV- 


Pagaat 350, 

■ Pficai ICO/- 

(with Cassettes) (for 45 mts.) 
mr or ENGUSH as A rOJtaGN tANCtUGE 
ONLY BOOK CONTAINING UNIQUE FEATUAES. 
ft Detailed SBafy Material fir CnauMUeat Rala 
e Aanom Steer* of the Typn you Aclaaliy Get 

□ liMening Comprahendon 

□ Saading Comprehamion O Engitoh Structure 

□ Writing AUUty a Vootbulaiy 
EoretadentiaAopfan tojoin anAatemm Uatoenityaaf 
nhoae Atotter-ToRgue it md Eaglieh 


EHQUSH BMOVEMilIT COURU 

Paa«:IM A SET OF FOUR BOOKS. Prtoa: ISM- 


SHARP FOCUS MBA MATHEMATICS 


tor MSA and sMiar oiaiiigMnanL EM Exaaw (E.L.(tutalO 
A Compatitiva aramlnalwn pratcribaa on minimum 
patcantoga ol maito. n dimandt ol a MudaM a much batwr 
ptrformanca ai eompatad to bitniar tolaw eanddatoa. Tha 
Mudants must taioiir short msthods to sokm probtoms or 
ramambar raauRs uMch can ba racaisd trom mamory to do 
battar than olhara. 

Thsaa obaarvation, ganaratly trua tor; any compatiina 
•tammatioa am parttautorV tnw tor M.SA. Tha iwaation 
paparkprablsmbaasdandsludsmaamrsquRadtoMthor- 
wthlha si^act toaolva tha quadion pwisr. Thaaa poM 
havs baan lidy boma to mind whin prapaRng the book. Tha 
pni>ismBhmabasnpnttBmBdctasstotheaEiudtsMtoM.&A 
Probtoma am carduty gmdsd and appreptWata prsasniad. 
Thaory has also baan ddcuiasd to dsiaiia. thM apacai 
taalura, has tramandouabanehancad tha value Ottilia book. 
Prot. S. L Quiati has a tang admnanca and nvoNanwnl to. 
httatog dudanis lot compaliM aKamtodiona 
Pajys-SSO PmmRa :2t« 


LLB ENTRANCE EXA M. 

ymM.trfi r[i!t!'-Mc'i t ir-rnBTrm 111 


memrmg : _ 

Ability, Genend AwerMteM, d^eclive, English. 
Cenduetod by Various UnhmisiliM, le.Bsnglare, 
Delhi. Rohtak, Meerut, Bhopal, Bombay, 
Madras etc. Pries ; 160/- Pagsa : 450 


CAREER DIRECTORIES 1997 


LATEST. AUTHENTIC. UP-TO-DATE 

1. Olfactory of Englnaarina CoHagas 

of India 40.00 

2. Okactory ol Com. Exams 45.00 

3. Okectory ol Madical Colleges in India 35.00 

4. Otosetory ol Managamant Cottages 

In indls 30.00 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The be‘’l two letter‘> of the month ap 
pearine^ in the box have been awarded a prize 
of /?«. 100 00 each Reader', are invited to 
•tend us then views on topn s eovmd in this 
jssHf The decision of the Idilors will h ft 
nal 

A REJOINDER 

Apropos to )out covei feature The 
Bumpy Road of Coalition Politics pub- 
lished m your esteemed magazine in the 
July '%, issue wherein jou have misled 
the readers with respect to the formation 
of A Ct P by stating that A (i P was 
launched by agitating Guwahati students 
and that the A C P wants expulsion of non 
Assamese and iN \ ictory has sent wave of 
apprehension among the non Assamese 
about their future 

AGP was not launched by the agitated 
Guwahab students Its birth and forma 
tion has a separate histor) of its own Suf 
tice it to saj that all scitions of the 
peace loving people of Assam were behind 
the formation of AGP 

It IS true that the centre does not give 
proper attention fpr the development and 
welfare of Assam and the entire North hast 
inspite of its vast natural resources and 
now after 48 years of our country s inde¬ 
pendence from the British Rule when In 
dia IS entering into Global I conomy bv its 
liberalisation and open economy the Cen 
tre can not get rid of its responsibility for 
kei ping this region backward Irom the rest 
of the cauntr^ by its stoic indiffcicnct 

Again as acclaimed India being a fed 
eral countr> in its nature then where lies 
the wrong in asking for greater autonomy 
to the States The same has been demanded 
by many other States including developed 
States 

Regaiding the expulsion of non 
Assamese from the State we are shocked 
to learn how this ill-moti\ ated statement 
could cause harm and spread ill fc>elings 
towards the people of Assam To speak the 
truth no other States of India tan excel 
Assam witb respect to the hospitality of 
the Assamese people 

AGP s demand is to identify illegal 


immigrants and expulsion of these immi¬ 
grants from our country and scraping the 
1M D T Act We would like to draw the 
attention of the authorities concerned be¬ 
cause this problem involves the country s 
security and sovereignty 

Lakn Prasad Thakiina 
Giiwahati 

TIGHT ROPE WALK FOR INDIA 

With a coalition government our lead 
ers will be more interested in plitical ap 
peasement and survival rather than taking 
up dev elopmental work for the country 1 he 
solution to thu- can be a national gov emment 
A government by consensus will any dav be 
better than a government by coalition 

Bislinu Ranjan '>aikia 
Sonilpur Assam 

Proliferation of parties ainfuse people ^ 
This should be controlled At the national 
level there should be only iwo or thn*t can 
didates for the post of Prime Minister A sys 
tem like the American Presidential system 
may ultimately be better for our country | 
Basab Muklurpi 
Billnpiir Wist Hetn,al I 

The real winner of the last elections is 
T N Seshan Because of him the elections 
could be held peacefully With people like 
him at the helm India s image will cei 
tainly improv e 

Lhiidasama Mitesh I | 
Jiina^adh Rajasthan 

Political leaders from different parties 
and ideologies will only tug in different 
directions and are unlikely to succeed I i 
am reminde*d of the saying Too many * 
crooks spoil the broth 

B N Bose 
Calcutta 

IMPACT OF MNCs 

We should have a clear policy tor fo^ 
eign investment m India If MNCs are al¬ 
lowed to operate freely without any policy 
guidelines they will start dominatmg the 
country, like the Fast India Company How 
soon have we forgotten Gandhi]i s cam¬ 
paign against foreign goods' 

Monica Dieivedi 
I ucknow 


HOW TO BE MODERN 

Modernism is a tncky term A 
truly modem society develops a cnti- 
cal mindset which retains traditional 
values and enriches them by taking 
the best elements of modernism We 
should not lapse mto prudery but at 
the same time not take up outer trap¬ 
pings of modernism consisting of free 
sex and taking alcoholic drinks 

M MurshidPasa 
Murshidabad, Wat Bengo/ 

DEMOCRACY FROM THE 
GRASSROOTS 

Indian democracy is today try 
mg to adjust to the socio-economic 
conditions of the common people The 
nse of regional parties shows that our 
democracy is now evolving from the 
grassroots 

Aditi/a Raj 
New Delhi 


To frame a policy about MNC s wc i an 
take the example of Indonesia where the 
foreign company is allowed to start a tully 
owned company but must dilute the hold 
mgs in 15 to 20 years 

Amit Bansal 
Afjra U P 

The impact of MNCs on our country 
IS not going to be gewd Domestic indus¬ 
tries are going to be wiped out In coming 
times we will have to depend on MNCs 
tor all our needs I don t think that is a 
very good situation 

Dhirendra K Mtshra 
Gaya, Bihar 


REQUEST TO READERS i 
May be you have appeared In some 
competitive exame reqwtily. WeahMl 
be grateful if you 0QMlcl4iend the 
questlcm papers AB throe 
onginal questlbft pEpeie m\\ t» 
suitably coiroenastad arMBhe mIirM 
papers Witt be retuht^> 

--- - . . .. .. 
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ESSAY 

Variety is the 


Spice of 

N othing is as dull and dreary as the 
uniformity of instincts and intuitions, 
ideas and innovation. If God expresses 
Himself in multiple ways and each expres¬ 
sion is unique and unrivalled, man's con¬ 
cepts, concerns and considerations are 
equally multi-faceted and multi<oloured. 
It has been rightly said that variety is not 
only the spice of life but also its source, 
sustenance and splendour. The different 
shades that day and night emit with the 
rising and setting of sun, twinkling of stars, 
formation of clouds and their drift under 
the pressure of winds, indicate the rich feast 
of life both on earth and heaven and be¬ 
yond. Human vitality of fancy and vigour 
of concrete action amply testify to the age- 
old fact that variety has been the btxin and 
bless of human existence since time imme¬ 
morial. 

Variety reflected in all creations 
and creatures is a rich tribute to the 
Master Craftsman who, though invis¬ 
ible, still remain highly impressive and 
expressive through his immense vari¬ 
ety of flora and fauna in different parts 
of this planet, the earth. Each species 
sparkles in its own unique way and if 
one were lucky enough to visit all the 
museums and zoos of the world, the 
variety in arts and crafts, animals and 
birds, becomes too striking to inhale in 
one stroke. 

To every aspect of life, variety offers 
bodi glamour and gaiety. Uniformity, as we 
all know, is the bane of all boredom and 
banelity. It is due to the presence of many 
colours that the painter creates his own 
world of fantasy and fascination. A mu»- 
cian gives expression to various composi- 


Life 

tions as a result of his varied moods and 
experiences. A singer differs from other 
due to the rare gift of variety in his voice 
and thus adds to the treasure trove of 
songs that have always haunted and en¬ 
chanted the listeners. The creative world 
of artists and the constructive world of 
artisans would have lost much of its ap¬ 
peal and ecstasy if there have had been 
no variety. 

On the natural plane, diverse land¬ 
scapes spread like beautiful dots on the 
globe. Rivers and rivulets, mountain 
like a mosaic, deserts vast and wide, 
plain fields fluttering with multi¬ 
coloured crops, forests, parks, and other 
godly gifts manifest a rich feast of 
colours that has added exceptional 
charm to human life since ages. On the 
^uman plane, ditferent languages, their 
idioms and phrases, varied dialects and 
their age-old folk tales and songs have 
enraptured the listeners, both rural as 
well as urban, beyond all expectations 
and exultation. 

There are thousands of other monu¬ 
ments of different sizes and shapes, that 
have added meaning and interest to hu¬ 
man life. The immortal works of writers of 
all hues, composers of mask, inventors 
and discoverers, have made enormous 
contribution to the sum total of life, 
which otherwise, remains caught be¬ 
tween mundane activities and uncertain 
rewards. Had the world been deprived 
of variety, life would have been a big 
dilemma to live and suffer. From the 
smallest to the biggest, each perception 
has to be imbued with variety of ap¬ 
proach and treatment. Consistency of 


thought may be good in some cases but, 
more often than not, the domain of spiri¬ 
tual quest, the search for means to achieve 
emancipation, have always been differ¬ 
ent and varied, both in tone and twist. 

In matters of food and cioffiing, lack 
of variety breeds contempt for both. 'Man 
does not live by bread alone' but still it is a 
hard fact of life that variety of dishes that 
are spread on the dining table, bring wa¬ 
ter to everybody's mouth. The real taste 
of pudding lies in its eating. Similarly 
the real thrill of joininig a party is con¬ 
cealed m the variety of food preparations 
and drinks. In the world of dresses as 
well, variety of permutations and com¬ 
binations in consonance with the times, 
makes living an interesting and impres¬ 
sive experience. 

All said and done, even God has a 
variety of names. In order to reach Him, a 
number of religions and cults have come 
into existence. Just as various rivers make 
for die ocean to become a part and parcel of 
the original self, similarly different modes 
of prayers have been invented to attain the 
ultimate. The universe around as is the 
myriad manifestation of God's bountiful 
and inexhaustible wealth of colours, con¬ 
tours and curves in the shape of human 
beings, animals and birds, flowers and 
forests and what not. The spectrum of 
life contains in its bosom variety, vitality 
and vigour, always vibrant and 
voiupitous. Concept of life, without its 
varied facets and multi-coloured person¬ 
ality, is just unthinkable. Variety, indeed, 
sweetens the bitter cup of life-and re¬ 
moves the sting that is inherent in all 
forms of existence. 
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A luuversanes ai<e a 
time of reflection, 
but if one 18 to make 
a statement about 
the state of the Republic of 
sudi a vast and diverse coun¬ 
try like India, one is likely to 
make a mistake Like blmd 
men who touch different parts 
of an elephant and come to 
wrong conclusions, the coun¬ 
try too is ahve m many differ¬ 
ent aspects There are mdeed 
many Indias withm our coun¬ 
try and each is real The gold¬ 
en lubilec year of our nation is 
pe^ps a time to assess the 
different Indias and how they 
affect us 

One is a prosperous 
India, which has the wonder¬ 
ful cars, cellular phones and 
all the latest and best m flie 
world The soaety IS distinctly 
modem women match men 
m professionalism the dis- 
co^eques are full of smart 
young couples dancmg the 
mght away and five star 
hotels with their exorbitant 
pnces are full to capaaty 
Who says India is poor'^ 

But the other India* is 
equally real perhaps more so 
A groat many people live m 
poverty imd are not able to get 
two square meals a day 
Childroi labour m dangerous 
pbs m sub-human conations 
to be able to support them¬ 
selves and thar families The 
middle class, consisting of 
salaried employees, is busy 
savmg for flieir children's 
education and if they have 
daughters, for their dowry 
If the dowry is not enough, 
the girls are murdered 
inspite of the strict anti¬ 
dowry laws. Who says 
India M modem? 

There a yet another 
India, a oounby to be proud 


of, with achievements m sci¬ 
ence and defence, a strong 
sense of histoiy and oilbite 
that insulates us frmn changes 
taking place An Indha of the 
dreams of Jawaharlal Nehni 
or a place of Rabmdranafli 
Tagore "where the mmd is 
without fear", and for afl its 
faults, the world's largest 
democracy Or is another 
India real one inhabited by 
corrupt leaders, who use dieu- 
sons to collect bnbes while 
their own name remains 
clean? A country where the 
government, like everything 
else, IS on sale, a shameless 
place’ 

Which India is real and 
which do we inhabit’ Fifty 
years on, we hnd great gaps 
among the many nations 
existing within our own 
Wnters have commented on 
the seeming contradictions, 
which have only increased 
over the years There is a gen¬ 
eration which speaks Er^bsh 
and uses American swear 
words There IS also a genera¬ 
tion that still holds on to 
Indianness and feels proud of 
the country's culture and her¬ 
itage 

One cannot help thmkmg 
that the years after mdepen- 
dence have only mcreased foe 
gap between foose educated 
m Western foinbng and foose 
who see foe past as a scnirce of 
inspiration The gap is a great 
one, but it is oftm bridged 
People try to become like foe 
prospaous elites, if not by 
legitimate means, by taking to 
bnbesandcormption Indeed, 
corruptiem has b^me a huge 
institution in India Often, 
'sk^etons m cupboards tum¬ 
ble out caurnig a crisis of con¬ 
fidence 
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Vital Statittid 

^«p:32|7Jtt3fqkm 

ftffltiaM dWdBiv 26 Sates and 6 Union Territories. 
fopdMon: 843.93 mUHon (t99t census), current^ 940 ni> 
Hoa Density; 247 per sq hm 
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fea^i* j)«r1>«Btar; 2,272 
#iie|Sle|serTdophoiie; too 
IfeftkHiet Anthemjoia amo l8^ 
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in 1882 
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The Loss of Faith 

T he loss of confidence 
is perhaps die single 
largest ^emma that 
Indians face. Old vah 
ues and beliefs are debunked 
but there is no whole hearted 
acceptance of the Western 
way of life. Old institutions 
are constantly being down¬ 
graded. The freedom struggle 
is aU but forgotten and people 
remember the Mahatma 
Gandhi of Richard Attenboro¬ 
ugh's film and fail to under¬ 
stand the real Gandhi 
Criticising one of the greatest 
men India has had, has 
become a national hobby and 
there are no takers of his phi¬ 
losophy in his own land. 

Nor do the present-day 
leaders inspire confidence. 


The decline of the politician 
over the years can be 
described as. statesman to 
politician to rogue Nehru and 
his contemporaries were 
statesmen, visionaries and 
thinkers. India gained in 
stature under their leadership. 
Mrs Gandhi was more of a 
politician and given to machi¬ 
nations. Nevertheless, India 
did gain in stature during her 
time too, as tiiere were some 
remarkable gains. Hie green 
revolufaon resulted in self-sut- 
ficiency of grain and an 
ambiguous nuclear policy that 
kept the world on tenterhooks 
took shape. There was talk in 
Western capitals that India 
would emerge as the next 
superpower 

Imtead, the country 
declined. Caste-based politics 


manipulators led to a former 
erosion of faith. The nation 
wanted to believe in Rajiv 
Gandhi but his image of Mr 
Clean too eroded as foe Bofors 
revdations implicated him It 
was a transition period when 
the leader would become 
rogue, a trend exemplified in 
foe next government. While 
Narasimha Rao faced charges 
of bribery and corruption, his 
ministers were like a bunch of 
spoilt schoolboys The minis¬ 
ter of environment reportedly 
wanted to divert a nver to 
construct his cottage in foe 
hills. The matronly Sheila 
Kaul wanted to stay on as 
gov»nor even as charges 
agamst her mounted 

It seemed that there was 
no one who was clean, but if 
there were hopes that a new 
government would somehow 
be different, the hopes were 
soon quashed In foe Deve 
Gowda cabinet there were not 
only scandal-tainted minis¬ 
ters, but also criminal ele¬ 
ments. Who and what are wc 
to trust anymore? The people 
are at a unique dilemma that 
even an election cannot 
cleanse foe leadership 

And this was only half 
the story. Many people 
believe that what is reported 
in foe press hides as mudi as 
it reveals The real disease is 
probably much larger and 
more loathsome Is foe coun¬ 
try to blame if it is fast becom¬ 
ing a soft State where foreign 
companies rule foe day’ 
Today, it stands precariously 
between becoming a super¬ 
power and a banana republic. 
Which path it takes now 
depends on the quality of 
leadership it gets, and foe 
scene is not very encoura^g. 


Instant ninrana 

T he loss (rf confidence 
is reflected in foe way 
that society has 
reacted to changes. 
Spiritualism is vanishing and 
materialism is fast replacing 
foe old values. If nirvana was 
a desirable object, it can easily 
be achieved today by buying a 
new car or an exorbitantly 
priced pair of sim glasses. A 
man is not known for his qual¬ 
ities or learning, but wh^er 
he ha.s a cellulu phone or a 
pager in many places this 
materialism has reached 
ridiculous heights as in elitist 
schools, where children 
reportedly carry their cellular 
phones to their classes. 

The materiahsm has 
affected soaety in more ways 
than mere showing oft In 
rich households the day is 
not complete without going 
to the club or a party. 
Modernism has come to 
mean drmking liquor and 
advocatmg free sex. Children 
do not get the attention they 
deserve and are often 
brought up by servants It is 
perhaps no wonder that 
some people grow up disre¬ 
specting India and its her¬ 
itage. The rate of teenage 
abortions has increased over 
foe years as also foe accept¬ 
ability of makmg quick mon¬ 
ey, whatever the means. 

In not so rich households, 
foe pressures of materialism 
have led to enormous ten¬ 
sions. Sodal diseases like foe 
dowry system fawns on mate¬ 
rialism-marriage becomes 
just another way to acquire 
things. Instant nirvana is also 
obtained through godmen, 
whb are revealed to Ire wh^ 
er deideis having nothing' to 
do with God. 
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Are all ttungs becoming 
bad in society? Certainly not 
Many dungs are dtan^ng for 
the betterC-diere is growing 
pzoqjerity at all levels and if 
government statistics are to 
believed, poverty is 19% and 
dedining. There is a growing 
demaitd for equality as educa¬ 
tion and economic status gain 
importance. There may be a 
perceived duism between reli¬ 
gions but attempts by extrem¬ 
ist groups to indte commuiul 
fury have not succeeded. In 
Punjab and Kashmir attempts 
to divide communities have 
failed; if communal division 
was the purpose of the 
Mumbai blasts, that failed too. 
Literacy is up to 52%, people 
have the fr^om to choose 
from many careers and tihere 
is more openness m sodety. 

Casteism: While it may 
still be ngid m villages where 
caste-based murders and 
rapes take place even today, it 
is on (he dedine In fact, dif¬ 
ferences on account of caste 
could well have vanished, had 
it not been for reservation of 
jobs aiul seats in educational 
institutions. This keeps die 
issue alive, at least for merito¬ 
rious students who may be 
denied admission in hivour of 
a scheduled caste candidate 
who may have barely got pass 
marks. Much heartburn is 
caused by this policy, which 
has resulted in ridiculous situ¬ 
ations such as a candidate 
bong given admission even 
though he got 1% marks. 
Many high caste youdi try to 
get certificates showing that 
they belong to a scheduted 
caste in Older to get benefits of 
reservations. In ^te-owned 
banks, insurance companies 
and even the Qvil Service, 
enpbyees become frustrated 


as they cannot be promoted 
since dtey bdong to the high 
castes whereas the lower 
castes have their promotions 
well protected. 

So high is die resentment 
against dw caste-based reser¬ 
vations that when the V.P. 
^gh government announced 
furdwr benefits for the sched¬ 
uled castes, youdts across the 
country committed suicide by 
setting fire to^dtemselves. 


The situation today is 
diat while certain educated 
families belonging to the 
backward castes contmue to 
extract benefits from the 
reservation policy, the poor 
in the villages even today 
mmt pay homage to the high¬ 
er castes and bear mjustices 
Contmuation of the reserva¬ 
tion policy is likely to keep 
the awareness of castes alive 
and stand in the way of true' 
equality. 

Pditical leaders admit in 
private that the reservation 
policy has outlived its useful¬ 
ness. But no political party has 
die courage to tackle die issue 
as all of d^ think in toms ot 
vote banks and not of the 
nationid interest. 

Yonlh: The youdi of die 
country is ctftainly feeling let 
down. The sense of disfflu- 
sionment is reflected in die 


fact that most young people 
want to migrate to Western 
countries, given half a chance 
The elite institutions of die 
country, like die ITTs and IIMs 
are training people eidier to 
go abroad or to work in multi¬ 
nationals. Inspite of dieir lofty 
objectives and very high 
investments of the taxpayer's 
money, these institutes are not 
contributing to India's devel- 
cpment in any way. 


If admission to premier 
institutes was difficult to get 
earber, privatising of educa¬ 
tion has resulting in the elites 
hijacking it for their benefit. 
Irepite of the court's ruling 
that bans donations to col¬ 
leges, institutes charge heavy 
fees under the guise of 'NRI 
quota', which has become 
another way of collecting 
huge sums of money. Normal 
admission fee has also been 
gready inaeased, eflecdveiy 
keeping the children of dw 
poor out of professional col¬ 
leges. 

Young people are caught 
between barriers of a caste 
system, which does not 
reward merit and hard work, 
and die donation system, 
which conaidm only die rich- 
It is IK) wonder diat respect 
for the country is not very 
hi^ in the minds of youth. A 
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newspaper reported (hat 
many young people regarded 
Har^iad M^ta as theur role 
model, and the get-rich-moi- 
tality has taken firm root in 
the nation's mentality. 

That is indeed a serious 
shortcommg in the golden 
jubilee year of our country. 
From dw hope of building a 
great India in 1947 to die feel¬ 
ing of apathy that pervades 
our campuses: die country has 
traversAl a downward iqnral 
in these years and nota smgle 
policy of the Human Resource 
Development ministry takes 
into account the mood of die 
youth. Why thori complam of 
the bram drain? 

Women: Anodicr contra¬ 
diction m India to be pon¬ 
dered over in the country's 
fiftiedi year is the status of 
women. On the one hand, 
women are becoming mde- 
paident and making their 
own careers. One can find 
women doctors and lawyers, 
pUots and police ofricets In 
everyday life, the contribution 
of women has been increasmg 
over the years. 

But on die odier hand, 
women are seen to be mere 
objects. Crimes against 
women are on die mcrease in 
practically every town in 
India, ^x scandals are 
exposed in small towns with 
alarming regularity. While 
Indian literature makes 
woman into a goddess, in 
modem India she is seen as a 
burden. In villages across die 
country, the fe^e mfant is 
killed mercilessly while in 
towns amniocentesis and 
ultrasound techniques are 
used to detect the sex of an 
unborn child If the foetus is 
fonale, it is aborted. Some 35 
million females have vanished 
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in the country, which is 
reflected in the sex ratio, 
standing at 927 women per 
1,000 males, wd declining. 

The society has not 
diought about ^ problem. 
Dowry makes a daughter a 
imrden on families. Correctly 
defining the status of womoi 
in this scenario is impossible 
[f it is improving, as it is com- 
Bionly believed, a way will 
have to be found to get fami¬ 
lies to treasure their girls 
Merdy winning international 
beauty shows sa}rs nothing for 
die mqority of girls m our 
country, for whom mere sur¬ 
vival is a battle. 

Population and poverty: 
Two ^ the serious and 
ne^ected problems in India 
are that of population and 
poverty. Ihe fa^y planning 
programme lumben along 
and has been more or less a 
failure. Standing at 940 mil¬ 
lion, dw population is all set 
to overtake that of China in 
dte coming years. An offshoot 
of tills is poverty. In districts 
in Orissa and Khar, povoly 
reaches its nadir. Families sur¬ 
vive on roots and barely ^t 
one square meal a day. In cer¬ 
tain areas, people are forced to 
eat rats. The new economic 
policies are blatantly pro-rich 
and faU to do anytiifog for tiie 
poor. The government's daim 
of declining poverty has been 
questioned in many quarters 
and tile fact remains that tiie 
poor are nowhere in the calcu¬ 
lations of tiie leaders 

India: A 
Superpower? 

M any people 

be^e tiiath^ 
is a sleeping giant 
which will wake 
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up sometime in the future and 
emerge as a superpower The 
country has miss^ the bus 
tiie first time- coimtnes like 
Japan, Korea and Malaysia 
started about the same time or 
even later than India but have 
overtaken us in all aspects of 
development Today, India 
neither has technological lead¬ 
ership nor can match the 
growth rates of South East 
Asian tigers. 

While India has b^n 
averagmg a GDP growth rate 
of about 5% commonly 
referred to as the Hindu rate 
of growth, Indonesia has 
reported a growth rate of 
8.1%, Malaysia 8.8%, South 
Korea 6.8%, Thailand 8.5%. 
India's huge population is 
often blamed for its econcunic 
ills but China with a bigger 
population, has GOP growtii 
rate of over 10%. In any case, 
the population is reflected in 
per capita figures and blam¬ 
ing it for all tiie ills of India is 
a ^gus argiunent. 

Far foom becoming a 
superpower, India has not 
been able to remove tiie label 
of 'developing country' 
attached to it. Lack of clear 
thinking has resulted in India 
lagging bdund much of Asia. 
Ch^'s economy has grown 
twice tiie rate of India's. Infant 


mortality rate in India is twice 
that of China and about half 
the population is illiterate, 
compart to about one-fourth 
in China. China succeeds in 
throwing its weight in the 
intematicmal arena and often 
arm-twists a superpower like 
the USA, but India makes 
noises and is never taken seri¬ 
ously. 

Much of India's failure 
has to do witii its policies It 
has been unable to harness the 
potential of its people For 
example, an Indian usually 
goes abroad to work and 
make his fortune, which is 
evident in tiie huge numbers 
of prosperous NRIs spread all 
over the globe. Witiun India a 
perstm never has the freedom 
to work, thanks to a stifling 
reservation policy and soari 
stigmas associated with cer¬ 
tain land of work The gov¬ 
ernment has been unable to 
do anythmg about the 'bram 
drain', a pluase that has come 
to symbolise our failure to 
provide avoiues of work for 
our people. Rather than do 
something about it, admost 
every policymaker of the 
country has his sons settled 
abroad. 

It is also argued tiiat com¬ 
parison with other countries 
may be faulty. For instance, if 



China has high growtii rates, 
it also has one irf tiie most 
blemished human li^ts 
records. Thousands of people 
were killed and tortured dur¬ 
ing tive so-called Cultural 
Revolution in China People 
are shot for crimes such as 
stealing chicken. The 
Communist Party has an iron 
grip in China, suppressing 
people with torture and 
death India, on the otiier 
hand, can well boast that it 
does no such thing Its people 
are free and on numerous 
occasions have thrown out tiie 
leaders who had lost their 
trust 

Obviously, however, 
democracy caiuiot be an 
excuse for not realising the 
potential in bidia. Japan does 
not have a dictatond regime 
but has raced ahead of India 
in practically all areas, inspite 
of bemg devastated by 
nuclear bombs. The challenge 
thus IS to achieve high eco¬ 
nomic growth witi^ the 
democratic structure of India. 
But it is a shame that the fifti¬ 
eth year of our country is 
marked by the presence of for¬ 
eign companies who have 
b^n allowed in to help us in 
our economic growth Is it an 
admission that wo have been 
unable to look after ourselves? 
If so, is demoaacy responsible 
for our mability? 

Liberalisation: The non¬ 
performance of the economy 
may have less to do with 
democracy than with tiie 
model we chose to follow 
immediately after indepen¬ 
dence. Perhaps the ideate of 
socialism were noble ones, bm 
all tiiey delivered was a bloat¬ 
ed and inefficient public sec¬ 
tor and control by bureau¬ 
crats. Industrial development 
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was supposed to be nuotaged 
by people who had no idea 
about how businesses were 
run. Years of mismanagement 
by bureauaats showed up in 
chronically iU public compa¬ 
nies and infrastructure tluit 
could not deliver. Cities were 
plagued by overcrowded 
public transport systems, 
fliere was an dectridty short¬ 
age in most of the country and 
t^ financial sector was 
bogged down by the ineffi¬ 
cient State-owned banks. 

While the accuse of all 
this was population growth, 
diere could be no excuse for 
inefficiency. Ironically, the 
country dM not wake up to 


tiiis by itself but was forced by 
the World Bank, whom it 
approached for loans when a 
severe crisis hit India As part 
of conditionalities for its 
loans, the IMF/World Bank 
wanted India to open up its 
economy. The country did 
that, in what was to be 
described as the single great¬ 
est achievement of the previ¬ 
ous Congress government 
and its Finance Minister, 
Mannwhan Singh. Soon, the 
countiy was flooded with for- 
e%n companies and brands. 

Growrh rate increased 
but doubte have peraisted 
about file liberalisatiai pro¬ 
gramme and its benefits. If it 


was such a great thing, why 
did the government wait hr a 
crisis to develop? Tne 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) raised doubts 
about the aitry of multina¬ 
tional companies, whkh obvi¬ 
ously did not come with any 
philanfiuopic motives. Forei¬ 
gn con^anies started buying 
Indian brands and there was a 
fear, perhaps not an unfound* 
ed one, that Indian Industry 
would be wiped out. In many 
countries where such a pro¬ 
gramme has been implement¬ 
ed, it had ended in disaster, 
causing wide societal and eco¬ 
nomic changes that drove file 
country to a debt trap. 

Economists have a con¬ 
sensus that a Mexico-like situ¬ 
ation will not arise in India. 
But nobody expected Mexico 
to collapse eifiier. India today 
has a foreign debt of $ 95 bU- 
lion, the highest in the region. 
Another liberalised country, 
Guyana, had been forced to 
sell its'timber wealfii to for¬ 
eign companies to pay off its 
d^ts. The countiy faces huge 
deforestation today. 

There is a complete 
silence about such experi¬ 
ences. In the euphoria gener¬ 
ated by the entry of foreign 
gocxls, the countiy forgot fiiat 
real liberalisation ^oifld have 
been aimed at a programme 
that Ifiierated people's initia¬ 
tive and gave fiwm freedom 
to do what they pleased. By 
iaviting foreign companies 
who bought out Indian com¬ 
panies, file countiy efieettveiy 
destroyed what had been cre¬ 
ated over file years after inde¬ 
pendence. Thie responsibility 
of economic growth was 
siioitly handed ova: to multi- 
natioi^ companies in what is 
being seen as a mc^ adiieve- 


ment of fiie country. 

Soft State: Incieasu^y, 
India is being taken to be a 
soft State in world politics. It 
has not taken up any major 
foreign policy inifiatives over 
the yean, nor hM been able to 
provide a leadership in 
regional affairs. The SAARC 
was to have been an ideal 
fimun for LneUa to provide a 
leading role. Ihe NAM was 
anofiier area where India 
could exercise influence. Bofii 
have almost become irrele¬ 
vant in world politics. In an 
influential forum like the 
ASEAN, India has nothing to 
do. 

Not able to understand 
the changir^ ^obal realities, 
India often paints itself in a 
position of no<cnisequence. It 
happened during the Nudear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) in which India made a 
noise but the world went 
ahead and signed the treaty. 
In other international meets, 
India is not able to provide a 
moral stand which could be 
expected from a countiy like 
ours. 

There has also been a fail¬ 
ure to deal wifii neighbours. 
When traditional enemies like 
Israel and the Arabs could 
start peace talks, India made 
no effort to start disarmament 
talks with Pakistan. Its nei^- 
bour, cm file other hand k^t 
up the Kashmir tirade, show¬ 
ing how it was mismanaged 
by the Indian government. 
Wifii file result, it is today 
locked into an arms race 
which sucks its resources 
from developmental works. It 
is also locked into a wasteful 
and useless conflict in the 
Siadien when diplomacy 
could have sedved ^ prob¬ 
lem. Its achievement of Agni 
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was successfully capped 
under intematknuil pressure. 

The failure of foreign pol¬ 
icy perhaps is a result of petty 
politics played at die Centre, 
which leaves no place for 
chalking out strategies 
required in the global arena It 
would not be wrong to say 
that die Indian people have 
been let down in the last fifty 
years by the leadership on die 
one hand and bureaucrats 
who have become self-serving 
individuals cm the other 

Rise of the 
committed 
individual 

ne reason why 
India has not been 
able to take hard 
decisions is that 
there has been an erosion of 
institutions that are supposed 
to uphold democratic and 
moral values The Civil 
Service crawled when it was 
asked to bend. Frequent trans¬ 
fers and looking up to politi¬ 
cians for prized postings have 
resulted in a boneless civil ser¬ 
vice. The police has become a 
corrupt force, often protecting 
criminals and extracting 
bribes for everyday necessi¬ 
ties. Justice is a nightmare for 
the common man as cases pile 
iq> for years in courts. The 
press shies away from inves¬ 
tigative reporting and journal¬ 
ists often take bribes to print 
die poess releases issued by 
conqianies and individuals. In 
almmt all institutions, the 
decline is more than obvious. 

It must, however, be said 
that democratic values in 
India are perhaps protected 
by some unknown force. 
Iiispite of Q-osion of values, 
history has shown that in 


times of crisis, some institu¬ 
tions or individuals have risen 
in defence of the common 
man If the courts were emas¬ 
culated by Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
it was the press diat took up 
the fight against the emer¬ 
gency. If democracy was 
hijacked by the criminal ele¬ 
ments, a unique individ¬ 
ual, T.N. Seshan, came to the 
forehont to use the very sys¬ 
tem in his fight agamst it. 
When the press failed in Its 
duty to expose the hawala 
scandal, it was the Supreme 
Court that took up the fight 
and went as far as taking con¬ 
trol of the CBl. The army may 
be another institution that has 
largely remained untouched 
by declining public morality. 

Apart from this, there are 
countless little-known people 
working with unfailing zeal to 
make India a better place. All 
over India committ^ people 
are working to help the poor, 
protect the environment and 
help out during natural acci¬ 
dents and calaimties. Though 
the voluntary sector has been 
hijacked by people who have 
their eyes on foreign dona¬ 
tions and grants, a sort of a 
people's power has built up. 
Working silently, these people 
have become the real heroes 
of modem day India. 

Why has this happened, 
especially in this time of 
national disillusionment? The 
answer must be because of 
our national character. 
Though deciming, it would 
not be wrong to say that there 
is a bit of the fearless Gandhi 
in eadi one of us. It raises its 
head among people and insti¬ 
tutions, even in foese times of 
widespread corruption. It 
would be wrong to say that 
we have killed our conscience. 


It is certainly easy to become 
disillusioned with life in 
India, but the fact is that even 
today we produce fighters 
who can stick their necks out. 

On the threshold of 
change 

I n its golden jubilee year, 
India stands at foe thresh¬ 
old of change. The coun¬ 
try has shaken off foe ide¬ 
ology of 'mixed economy' that 
kept it bogged down for so 
long. At last, it has realised 
that socialism cannot work 
without prosperity 

It is easy to be disUu- 
sioned with so many things 
going wrong and widespread 
corruption that has come to 
plague the land It is easy to 
see the failures m foe various 
areas. In sports, the country 
usually makes a pathetic con¬ 
tribution in world events, 
exceptions granted. It has few 
saentific adiievements to talk 
about and the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) remains a 
bureauaatic structure Inte¬ 
rest in science in foe country 
has declined. In forefront 
technologies like genetics, 
India is nowhere in foe pic¬ 
ture. But at foe same time, its 
space programme has been a 
success and it also has one of 
foe largest software facilities. 

. Indian literature, music 
and art is on the decline. 
Aping foe West has become 
tiw full time occupation of 
many public personalities. In 
fact, foeie is tremendous poli¬ 
tics in areas of public endeav¬ 
our, pulling down India's per¬ 
formance. 

In foe golden jubilee year, 
can we say foat foe golden 
days are over for foe 



Republic? 

Though many people 
will certainly say yes, it would 
do well to ponder over foe 
country tiiat we have and foe 
country that in 1947 we 
thought we would have. 
Certainly, ixumy of foe foings 
that we see today were 
unthinkable at that time. But 
there is also foe streak of hon¬ 
esty and achievement that 
runs through foe nation, 

There are two distinct 
points of view about the 
future of foe country. The first 
is foat foe country is on foe 
path to recovery. This is foe 
government's viewpoint, 
endorsed by many well 
known people. For example, 
most newspapers find people 
wildly enthusiastic about foe 
future of foe country A for¬ 
mer managing director of 
Procter and Gamble found a 
"new confidence" in foe air. 
Translated, this means that 
India is seeing a momentous 
happenmg, sometiiing no less 
important than the indepen¬ 
dence of foe country. As for its 
culture, India has a tradition 
of assimilating influences but 
does not change itself, so there 
is no danger of it going foe 
Western way. 

The second viewpoint is 
foat India might end up losing 
its very independence. If force 
was u^ then by foe British 
to impose colonuilisatirm, eco¬ 
nomic policies ate used today 
by the Western world to take 
over a country. Many Afriom 
and Latin Asterican countries 
stand witness to this princq’le- 

The choices are obviously 
not straight and simple. 
Whether the country pulls 
itself togefoer in its fiftieth 
year and takes up a rdniilding 
effort, remains to be seen. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Habitat II: UN Conference on 
Human Settlements 


All over the world, there is rapid 
urbanisation as populations move from rural 
to urban areas While in 1900 only five per 
cent of the world's papulation lived in cities, 
the figure is fiist approaching 50 per cent 
today. By 2025, two-thirds of the world's 
population could be living in cities 

This unlimited growth in urban popula¬ 
tion has not been without problems There ts 
pressure on infrastructure like housing and avic 
amenities and the urban poor live almost m 
sub-human conditions. The United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements, Habitat 
11 or the City Summit, urns held in Istanbul 
on June 3-14,1996 and focused on the prob 
lem of urbanisation It adopted the Habitat 
Agenda, a plan of action on issues of human 
settlements With the holding of the confer¬ 
ence, attention was focused on problems of 
human settlements and what could be done 
about them 

This feature describes the growth of the 
world's cities, explores why migration from 
rural areas takes place and what the Habitat 
II achieved. It also assesses the importance 
of the summit, held as it was after the much 
phased UN conferences on women, envi¬ 
ronment and population Conference fatigue 
ms very much evident this time, but at the 
very least, the Istanbul conference may have 
brought the world somru)lwt closer to solv¬ 
ing urban issues 

T here is an explosive growth of popu 
lation of cities all over the world, par¬ 
ticularly die developing countries. Between 
1950 and 1955, the number of cities with 
over 1 million population increased fiom 
49 to 112 in the rich countries, while they 
increased from 34 to 213 in developing 
countries. Urban growth may have 
stabilised in the developed world but in 
poor countries diere is no sign that it will 
abate. 


In Mumbai, about 300 families are 
known to migrate everyday. Such huge 
migration undoubtedly puts a tremen¬ 
dous pressure on its civic amenities, as it 
does in other cities. Few households get 
clean and regular water supply, disease 
and crime are rampant, there are frequent 
power cuts and public transport creaks 
while carrying people much beyond its 
capacity. The Natiorul Environment En¬ 
gineering Research Institute (NEERI) 
found that the lead level in air in Mumbai 
is over four times the safe limits prescribed 
by the World Health Organisation. The 
situation in other cities like Delhi and 
Calcutta is no different. There is huge 
unemployment, lack of housing and law 
and order problems 

The UN has estimated that by the 
year 2000 there will be 21 megacities in 
the world, with a population of 10 mil¬ 
lion or more. Except for Tokyo, New York 
and Los Angeles, 18 of the megacities will 
be in the developing world. Mumbai with 
18.1 million people, Calcutta widi 12.7 
million and Delhi with 11.7 million 
people, will be included in the list. 

Migration from rural areas 

A ll over the world, there is an exo¬ 
dus of people from villages to cities. 
Increasing population and decreasing re¬ 
sources m vilkges force families to move 
out and look for jobs in cities. It is indeed 
a failure of government policy tiut ne¬ 
glects rural areas, forcing suc^ a situa¬ 
tion. Unfortunately, not much thou^t has 
been given to this social phenomenon that 
has the potential of exploding if it is not 
checked. 

Though the quality of life in such 
cities has deteri(»ated considerably, die 
charm of the cities is enough to entice 


more and more people. Glamorous depic¬ 
tion in television and films of life in cities, 
togedver with poverty in villages, causes 
people to leave their homes. In many 
places, people have lost their traditional 
liveliho^ as technology has given better 
substitutes. With the result, artisans and 
craftsmen, who otherwise could earn a liv¬ 
ing and reside in villages, are forced to 
migrate and search for menial jobs in cit¬ 
ies. For others, migratiwi becomes neces¬ 
sary as villages do not have educational 
and recreational fadliti^ or even opportu- 
nihes for career advancement. 

Gties are, therefore, a necessary evil. 
Ihepioblon is acute in poor countries where 
prachcally no mvestments have been made 
in rural areas. In India, for example, the 
presence of the govenunent is concentrated 
in cities like Delhi and Mumbai. Public sec¬ 
tor organisations and even agencies dealing 
in rural developmoit have their offices in 
cities. This leads to coiKentration of popu¬ 
lations in the cities. Decentralisation would 
result in people living in smaller towns, but 
the decisicm to decentralise is a hard one to 
take as it leads to dilution of toe powers of 
policymakers. 

Practically no attempts have been made 
to stop the migration to cities When dreams 
of toe migrants cannot be met, toere is frus¬ 
tration and violence. Huge disparities of 
incomes causes crime to rise; in cities across 
toe world it is dangerous to wander out late. 
The situation is the same in African cities as 
it is in New York, where people have been 
known to have murdered iat their expen¬ 
sive brand of shoes. 

Habitat II 

H ABTIAT means toe kind of locality in 
which a being, plant aninud or pe^ 
son, naturally grows and lives. According 
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step on the road to ecM^ ancceas 7. Improve wnt- 
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impravement is 5x9>>49%. 1 know you will im¬ 
prove 100% just m readmg speed. So, your totd nu- 
provemem will be great for your mcceia. 
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The newspaper Ttaaiaa of India, says that from my 
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my reading speed fiom 72 to 1037worda per ironute. 
Here IS what two experts say about this technique: 

*! am very happy to inform you that my son Ravi 
Anand IncrMsed his reading speed fiom 228 to 
awprisiaglyhipi 1818 words per minute Thank you 
for your eouise" - 0 rMLSiirt,.MaM.M 8 .ay* 8 ireM«.mw 

"UnbehevaUy, I unproved my reedmg tpe^ from 
79to200wardspernuauie. My son mretmed hts 
memety He ilso unproved his nsding speed fiom 
45tol00” -PKtMBMmesrreo.remwvinusA 

I Whs Not Atways 8tice«safUl 

1 wunt you to know that I was not always higMy 
aucceufiu as a itttdem. You can call it luck or 
chance that I happened to discover a few techniques 
to study for success. These techniques changed my 
life and my marks unproved in there years from 
73.0% to 78 0%. 83 m, 87.7%. Smularty, I did not 
get NTS scholanhip in class 10 because I made a 
suimle, tmpid imsite. Then in class 11,1 did not 
mate me miatafce and I got success in NTS. 

Do you realise that if just a few techniquei im¬ 
proved my success so nroeh, what my complete 
courtc can do fiir your success'’ It now contains 
much much more thsn I used to get the success men- 
doned reove. 

Actually there ore 2 ways to get success; 

One. By chnice. team techni^es for success your¬ 
self. Some people get success this way. 

TWo Learn under the guidance of an able teacher 
who has been successful. In this wi^, you benefit 
from people’s mistakes and teacher’s experience. 
Many more people can get success this way. 'nutia 
the reaaon why my coune is ao valuable. 

You probably know that in compcutions, juat I or 
2 more matks can turn fUluR into aucceaa. So, there 
is no limit to what my coune can do for you 

What la UntaM About It 

My course combinM 9000 year oU Indian teefam- 
quM with the latest setendfic dtecovertes in brain iq- 
Mu^Miriiion^^ychatagy. and mutic in America 

In USA, just before mundu to India. 1 apeiit 
1300 doDan (about Ra 42,000) to join two couitM to 
team 3 more mind power laefaniaUM. You wifi leant 
theminmycottiae. hfypmonallibitfy hasbwdct 
and eounei worth Rt 1,17,210 Ibaveread,expen- 
mented, wrearched wi»h rii theif techniques and in- 
eluted only the ban Mfe into my coolie. ’There 
tedaiques ere in eddition to my own developed teidi- 
niqueem die coune. 

Thia oonne ie protaciad by dw Copyright Law, and 
to nobody can copy my medulaL 

YOU may now rudize dut my course it very pow«- 
ftii. Uae it for one week, to prove to youiaetf. 

tt Ygni Aia tMami CimMng 

Good. fitebaaettotitoBcMaiingtiiantonak 
feBore. futtanatroagfoandadoaiielpaiobiBlda 
good buUding, my ocHsM helpc you tomake the beu 
use of your eeaBHai. ttblon, and hssd walk. 

MaiM toUMia WovM-WMa 

Lskhl sodtekhs afatoptefimnevciy erensr of bidu 
sod man ateny pms Mthe wedd are btnsfittau 
evaydsyteomraeofse. Consider just dilssfinple feet' 
If a course fiom'feiSa b used evni wead, die cewse 

oareiB# fcrekfreBHW retefMi 

Doyriai ihd i iW Ii Wlflin ytbityuesiii te s i d t teaiidtf 
tUs ouiMS now to help you to M suceess and else to 
fetfll your paami's bate red nearas? God's btessings 
sMl ifor bast wisbss an wife you for yeur auGocst. 




minuie. WnamaafeercdSreretyjbi'Aceeisratfd 
Uamhig A TeadUeg. USA. 

■My first job as so e n g jn eor paid only Rs loop par 
MONTH )utt7yeanteiar.ieatDedS0daltenper 
HOUKinUSAssoiinputercaptrt. , 

•At the peak of success, I renreed n Isdtelo do snsne- 
duogiaottrowncouuliy. Now, Iquadniy fiiSdsaeas 
a scientist to do mind power res e a rc h 
•I also taatm Brencb. Sanilah, Kanae.Breakiog woedua 
hoard by hand, many Mentations, etc, _ 

Music for SuocMS 

Mind Poim Music hasjpowerftil effects on your 
mind/fareia So. his not for people wMh^ta^.snd 
anyone undeigoing ptychianc or rieetro-ditnpy. 

11 IS based on scientific research into how die nuad 
wotfcs and how to program and coMWi it for our asm 
success. Ithos souniS fiom uisaammits and nanre 
(river, bmb) FOrdetoUs on how such Mlaiung nanic 
helps to leam taster, please read USAbcM-idlrebaato 
"Simerlcaauiig' and “MreaBrsln” 

Tiic Hidden-Messages^ in music byps st your 
conscious mind and go to yoursnbconsciout ndnd. and 
change your befanvioar Hereis wfantpeoptesw 
“I mve already purelinaed a oonrre of Mind Power 
Music. Please send me 6 male for the use of my stair 
Thinkyaa” -4l«sw(mng0m.HmnwaSdBClBuinMn.atA 
“Abiygoad h relaxes my body and mind, ttredhets 
die tension of iny studies'’ —Oranulliisiws. MaOB.gInssI 

Moiwy-8MM( QUARAMTEE 

Order mv ccinie (code 806 or 713) and if youaresut 
100% satisfied, teat hino pi ec e s and return in 31 dayi, 
and I sriH send MO far yonrmoney back (less Ra w for 
postage, handling) No quesnons will be ssknd. 

If you order dits mreiih, IwUI sbo sand a poorer of 

rwal..rel 911.....^^ ■** -’ 


it ti&Mc evea ifyou retnre me couiie. 

Aw you thinking how lean give such a redgne 
guannree? b is berenwl know fiom re^ettearedlHl 
msoy people benefii on the first dnr and ataaott svetyane 
benefits wiUun one week, and so 31 days b mow than 
enough to benefit Beady and to be hilly sadsfied. 

TinM Dom NM Wait for AtiyoM 

It IS now upto you. You can nun ibb page as if you 
did not even read It and miss dns oppartuiiily far mete 
success. Or, you can join das ODurse lodw. 

Will fee cemung weeks and months mate you a reach 


Will fee comtng weeks and monifas make you a r 
beoer student by joining this coune? Oc will you 
remaiB lilre.msny ottiers end struggle for saccesi? 
You dso .ids ._ 
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You can onlet in two waya: 

(1) Send the hilt price to get by RegisiMBdnM INI 

(2) Bor VPP, dm price IS Rs 10 more than fUlpiiee; read 
iDugUy hatf me smottM at advance: pay nresiaing 
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to thfe International Institute for Environ¬ 
ment and Development (TIED), it also 
means socio-economic security, a safe and 
affordable shelter, health care, education, 
sanitation, transport and access to an ad¬ 
equate livelihood, apart from civil and po¬ 
litical rights. The Habitat Conference was 
about aU these issues. 

The first Habitat conference was held 
in Vancouver twenty years ago The sec¬ 
ond Habitat Conference in Istanbul 
brought 8,000 participants and 6,000 NGO 
together. An NGO forum was held simul¬ 
taneously. Other meetings that took place 
were those of mayors, parliamentarians, 
town planneis, architects and researchers. 
Istanbul was the ideal place to hold the 
conference as the aty too gets migrants 
from all over Turkey and shares the same 
problems as of the cities in the rest of the 
world. 

Urban population is increasing to¬ 
day at the rate of about 1 million per 
day, representing a silent social revolu¬ 
tion that wc have been unaware of and 
not done anything about. Increasing 
population combined with poverty and 
loss of traditional livelihoods are push¬ 
ing people to cities to look for a better 
future. But cities too are overburdened 
with people and are unable to support 
the increasing numbers 

Many people who migrate to cities 
are forced to live in filth and degradation. 
Lacking homes, they live on pavements in 
makeshift tenements. As they do not have 
civic amenities, they defecate in die open. 
Rapid urbanisation has thus resulted in a 
dehumanisation process where people 
have no dignity or privacy. 

Delegates of 171 nations signed the 
Istanbul declaration on June 15, 1996. It 
says, "We take this opportunity to endorse 
the goals of adequate shelter for all and 
making human settlements safer, 
healthier, more liveable, equitable, sus¬ 
tainable and more productive " However, 
housing was not made a right. The US 
and Indian governments argued that if 
housing was made a legal right, citizens 
might sue their governments to provide 
them with a free house. Resources for this 
are certainly not available. It remains to 
be seen whether governments will actu¬ 


ally be able to translate diis declaration 
into practice. 

The housing crisis meanwhile has been 
growing. The UN estimates that 100 mil¬ 
lion people sleep outside with no shelter, 
or sleep in public buildings. If insecure or 
temporary shelters are included, dte popu¬ 
lation of the world's homeless would be 
around 1 billion. The problem is not lim¬ 
ited to poor countries only. In the 12 coun¬ 
tries of the European Union, 1.8 million 
people sleep on the streets or in temporary 
shelters. In the US, this figure is around 3 
million. Countries like the US thus waged 
a campaign to exclude any language that 
mentioned housing rights in the Habitat n 
document. 

The Habitat Agenda was hammered 
out after negotiations spread over 10 days. 
The major issues of contention were clear¬ 
ing landmines, cleaning nuclear testmg 
sites, settlements in occupied areas, sexual 
and reproductive health, definition of fam¬ 
ily and international cooperation. Reser¬ 
vations were expressed by 15 countries on 
issues of reproductive health, family and 
segregated human settlements. 

The sections on reproductive health 
attracted the most objections as some 
feared that abortion and contraception 
were sneaking into the action plan, 
which would be against the interest of 
women. 

Conference fatigue 

T he Habitat conference came after UN 
conferences on children, human rights, 
population, environment and develop¬ 
ment. Conference fatigue, which results 
from holding too many mega conferences, 
was much in evidence. UN conferences 
usually have agendas which mvariabiy 
have ^sputed text which is placed in 
brackets. The entire time of the delegates 
is thus spent in quibbling about which 
brackets to remove and how. In terms of 
actual work on die ground, such confer¬ 
ences achieve little. 

For the first time, people other than 
NGOs and government officials were in¬ 
vited. Mayors, municipal-bodies,' buHct~ 
ers and companies were present'ihis 
time. 


Accotding to Secretary Genoal of the 
Conference V^y N'Dow, die conference 
"recognised the changing global patterns 
of life, recognising thatsoludons also must 
be found at the local level." He said diat 
the debate on the right to housing was a 
contoitious one but consensus had been 
reached. While the declarafion says that 
governments should facilitate housing 
development, they were certaMy not be¬ 
ing called upon to build homes for all 
citizens 

Need for National Commitment 

T A piAT good do these corderences do? 
V Y Apart from producing a sanitized 
text that is not legally binding, does Habi¬ 
tat II achieve anything for the world's 
homeless? The original concept of hiunan 
settlements and their quality, which was 
the core of Habitat 1 held in 1976, seems to 
have been blurred by the rising 
urbanisation graph. Population growth had 
been the subject of a UN conference but 
litde has been done about it The Farth 
Summit (UNCED) had warned of a devel¬ 
opment model that ignored natural re¬ 
sources in pursuit of economic growth, but 
countries all over the world are pursuing 
the very same model Similarly, the gains 
of the V^men's Conference and the ^ial 
Summit have been few as women who are 
poor the world over, continue to toil with 
little relief. 

While the Habitat II did not receive 
the coverage and excitement generated 
by the earlier UN conferences, it would 
be unwise to dismiss it as a conference 
of little consequence. It is argued that 
these conferences force national govern¬ 
ments to take a closer look at their hu¬ 
man development programmes and 
come out with target-oriented reports. 
Often, political commitment is lacking. 
For example, former Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao said he would set up a 
Social Development Commission after 
the Social Summit; it was soon forgot¬ 
ten. Likewise, It remains to be seen 
whetlwr the goal of ensuring adequate 
shelter for all prescribed by the City 
Summit wUl actually get any attrnition 
from the policy makers. 
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ARTICLE 

Dimensions of Fiscai Crises 
in india 


Fiscal scenario in India has remained a 
continuous cause of concern during the past 
several years. Notwithstanding the structural 
reforms pursued by the government during the 
past several years, fiscal management of the 
country has remained a hot spot for the policy 
makers. India's growing internal drift and its 
servicing, growing administrative expenditure 
and high level of non-developmental expendi¬ 
ture have been some of the factors which are 
causing anxiety to the fiscal experts. Several 
measures have been taken during the recent 
years but no discernible success on this crisis 
has so far been witnessed. 

Mixed Irends 

D uring the year 1990-91, the fiscal 
deficit as percentage to the GDP 
reached the record level of 8.3 per cent. 
The govenunent resolved to bring down 
this alarming figure in the years to cotae 
and some success was also achieved. For 
the year 1995-96 the fiscal deficit as per¬ 
centage to the GDP was expected to be 
brought down to 5.5 per csnt but it is esti¬ 
mated that fiscal d^cit durii^ the previ¬ 
ous year was around 5.9 per cent of die 
GDP. It is proposed to bring it down to 5 
per cent during the current finandal year. 

Non-plaxt expenditure of the Central 
^vemment registered a decline horn 14.4 
per cent of the GDP in 1990-91 to 11.8 per 
cent (rf the GDP ihmi^ 1995-96 as per the 
original budget estiinates. But at tiw same 
time, plan eiqpenditure also declirwd horn 
53 par cart to 4.6 per cent of Ae GOT 
during dte same period. Cehtral govern¬ 
ment dd>t, width peaked at 69.7 per cent 
of the GDP durir^ 1995^ was brought 
down inuginally to 67 per ccstt during 
1994-95. During the past aboutS years of 


reforms, several tax reforms were also in¬ 
troduced, which resulted in rationalisation 
of tax structure and reduction of excessive 
tax rates, therri^y resulting in more tax col¬ 
lections and widening of the taxation t\et. 
Reduction in the rates of indirect taxes like 
custom and excise duties has resulted in 
oicouragement to trade arul industry. 

As a result of restructuring of the taxa¬ 
tion system the percortage of direct taxes 
to the GDP has risen fiom 2.1 per cent in 
1990-91 to 2.9 per cent of the GDP in 1995- 
96. At the same time, share of custom rev¬ 
enue declined from 3.9 per cent to 2.8 per 
cent during the period. During the year 
1995-% itself, collections from personal 
and corporate irKome tax are estimated to 
have register an increase of about 27 per 
cent and the excise and revenue collections 
are expected to grow by about 19 per cent 
over the previous year. 

The rate of savirtg and capital formu¬ 
lation have, however^ been de^itrg mar¬ 
ginally over the past 2-3 years. As per the 
estimates of the government, the gross 
capital formation whkh was margmally in- 
creasirtg during die past two years, is esti¬ 
mated to decline by 0.7 per cent of die GDP 
in 1995-%. Small savings as percentage of 
die GDP declined during the year 19^95 
and is further eiqiected to decline during 
1995-% to a level of 22.8 per coit. Internal 
debt, on the otiier hand, is estimated to 
increase fiom 29 per cent of the GDP in 
1994-95 to 29.4 per cwit of die GDP in 1995- 
%. 

Crisw Ahead 

T he above trends, which were revealed 
by die Ectsuuittc Survey 1995-%, do 
not however, t^ the entire story The gov¬ 


ernment may be taking the credit for con¬ 
trolling the fiscal deficit but if we have a 
look at the figures of fiscal deficit for the 
last 5 years, the claims of the government 
appear to be entity. Fiscal ddkit which 
was 8.3 per cent of die GDP in 1990-91, 
came down to 5.9 per cent in 1991 92, fol¬ 
lowed by 5.7 per cent during the year that 
followed. But, in 1993-94 it again shot up 
to 75 per cent, only to be brought down 
to 6.5 per cent during the next financial 
year. As per latest estimates, the fiscal 
deficit may be 5.9 per cent during the 
previous year. This means that despite best 
of its efiorts, die government has not been 
able to bring down the fiscai deficit to less 
tiian 5 per coit and during 1993-94, die 
deficit almost went out of control. 

Several economists feel that curtailing 
the fiscai deficit by the government may 
result in reduced investment on the devel¬ 
opmental activities in turn retarding die 
overall rate of growth. These fears are not 
unfounded. In its keenness to reduce the 
fiscal deficit, the government has not been 
able to control the non-plan expenditure 
and expenditure on interest payments, 
defence and administrative measures is 
increasing rapidly year after yeai^ making 
the developmental expenditure a casualty. 

After toe year 1990-91 toe Government 
has stepped up its internal borrowings. 
During toe past few years, according to a 
report, the government borrowed to repay 
d« ddjt and interest. In 1990-91 the gov- 
emnwnt had to pay Rs 988 crore to repay 
the debt which matured that year. This li¬ 
ability is on die rise and between toe 5- 
year period from 1990-91 to 1994-95 die 
average armual r^yment of toe principal 
was Rs 1,131 crore. The years ahead are 
gdng to be much more difficult on Ms 
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account As per die maturity pattern d 
die current rupee loan of the Central gov> 
emment, during 1996>97 a huge sum of 
Rs 7,921 crore will be required to set off 
die matured debt, while this amount 
would rise to Rs 9,890 crore in 1998-99 
and to an exorbitant Rs 12,353 crore in 
1999-2000. After this year, the figure is 
expected to hover around die same figure 
upto die next six years. AU these projec¬ 
tions are based on the assumption that 
dure would be no more internal borrow¬ 
ings by die govertunent after 1996-97. If 
the borrowings do take place, as is ex¬ 
pected, die debt repayment may rise ac¬ 
cordingly. hi other words, rapidly growing 
debt repayment burdai would put addi¬ 
tional pressure on the fiscal deficit and it 
may be difficult for any government to 
contain this figure below 10 per cent of 
the GDP during the year 1999-2000. 

Interest repayment is anodier area for 
concern. More than one diird of the rev¬ 
enues of the Central government are 
sapped up by the interest repayment every 
year and in absolute terms, this liability is 
goii^ to increase appreciably during the 
years to come. With about 10 per a>nt of 
die revalues going for payment of salaries 
of the Centr^ government and about 25 
per cent for defence preparedness, the 
government is left with very litde after 
paying the share of the State govemmaits 
out of its revenue. The govenunent would, 
thus, hardly be left widi anything to fi¬ 
nance its central plan, pay for fo^ and 
fertilizer subsidies and other administra¬ 
tive expenses. The only option left would 
be more borrowings, heaider deficits and, 
may be, further disinvestment of die Pub¬ 
lic Sector Undertakings (PSUs). Efforts 
would also need to be made to curmil the 
non-plan and administrative expenditure. 

It is required that the government 
needs to the food, fertilizer and export sub¬ 
sidies be reduced in a phased manner. 
These subsidies constitute over 10 per cent 
of die annual revenues of die State. Ef¬ 
forts were made in the past to reduce the 
fertilizer subsidies but in vain. Some steps 
in diis direction are required now. Reduc¬ 
tion m food subsidies should, however, 
ensure that the weaker sections of the so¬ 
ciety do not suffer Hence, rather than 


universal, selective coverage of population 
under the Public Distribution System 
(PDS) is called for, which would reduce 
drastically the expenditure on food subsi- 
dim. It sounds absurd that even an in¬ 
come tax payee, or a person owing a 
bungalow and car is endtied to subsidi^ 
sugar, rice and edible oil. 

Export subsidy is yet another area 
which needs attention. With the growth 
rate of exports hovering at around 20 per 
cent level, it is now tune to slowly with¬ 
draw the incentives to the exporters in a 
phased mannec so that export growth sus¬ 
tains itself. Defence expenditure, however; 
is one area where no i^uction is possible 
and in case tensions on the border increase, 
this expenditure may require to be jacked 
up considerably. 

State Finances 

W HILE the deficit has not been quite 
controUed by tiie Union government 
the picture on the front of revenue deficit 
of all the State governments is also grim. 
While the Gross Fiscal Deficit of all the 
States is estimated to be about Rs 35000 
crore during 1995-96, tiie revenue deficit 
also rose by about 36 per cent to Rs 10,462 
crore during the same year The share of 
revenue deficit in gross fiscal deficit of all 
States was estimate to increase to 30.6 per 
cent during 1995-96, as compai^ to 26.5 
per cent during 1994-95. 

Most of the above facts indicate the 
poor state of finances of tiie Union govern¬ 
ment and suggest the dimensions of fiscal 
crisis faced by the country. The position of 
the finance of tiie State governments is 
evei worse and tends to aggravate tiw situ¬ 
ation. Lack of fiscal discipline among the 
State governments is one of the areas of 
serious concern. 

By end of March 1996, it was estimated 
tiiat tiie total accumulation of debt of aU 
the State goverrunents, as per a report pub¬ 
lished in RBI Bulletin in December 1995, 
was at mind boggling sum of Rs 2,12,019 
crore. The report on the "Finances of the 
State Governments" further reveals tiutt 
interest paymente during'19%*96 were as 
high as Rs 22305 crore and ate up 16.3 per 
cent of the revenue receipts of tiie States, 


as compared to 15.7 per cent during tiw 
year prior to that, and an annual avaage 
of 11 per cent during late eighties. Hi^ 
non-developmontal expenditure by most 
of tile State govemmaits also poses a seri¬ 
ous fiscal imbalance. Non-devriopmental 
expenditure, comprising of interest pay¬ 
ments, salaries and pensions, accounted i 
for 42.2 per cent of revenue receipts dur¬ 
ing 1995-96, while this percentage was 
40 1 per cent during 1994*95 and as low 
as 29.8 per cent at an average, during 
the later part of eighties. Some of the 
State governments do not have enough 
revenues to pay the salaries of its em¬ 
ployees and are dependent on unmind¬ 
ful borrowings and grants from the 
Central government. Such a situation 
cannot be allowed to be contmued in¬ 
definitely and may spell disaster in the 
years to follow. 

While most of the State govern¬ 
ments do not make any effort to 
mobilise additional resources, their ex¬ 
penditure IS rising day by day. Most of 
the State Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs) are running in losses year after 
year and acting as a constant drain on 
the exchequer. All this calls for increas¬ 
ing need for further borrowing. The 
total debt and the existing liabilities on 
account of interest payment are already 
quite high and it appears that these li¬ 
abilities would continue to rise for many 
years to come, pushing most of the State 
governments in a vicious debt trap. 

Conclusion 

I f is apparent tiiat a serious fiscal crisis 
ooms large over India and if quick and 
effective corrective measures are not taken, 
it may become too late. Restricting tine ten- 
dotcy for excessive borrowing, increasing 
the additional resource mobilisation, curb¬ 
ing the wasteful expenditum and rapid 
privatisation of public sector may be 
some of the measures wiuch may help in 
controlling tiie impending fiscal dius- 
ter. Next one decade is lil^y to be very 
crucial for debt and interest repayment 
and only artful fiscal management diuv 
ing this period will result in tiding over 
the crisis. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Should There be Prohibition? 


From fuly J, 1996, Haryana joined 
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh among ike 
Stales which have prohihtwn, matdng it a 
hot subject debate once again. The State's 
tourism and liquor industry says that it is a 
bad decision since it would lead to a great 
loss of revenue and jobs. On the other hand, 
the evils of unrestricted consumption of hard 
drinks are all too evident. Families have been 
ruined, fatal accidents have taken the lives 
of people, while others have lost their for¬ 
tunes under the influence of alcohol 

Can a social evil be removed by a State's 
dictate Does it impinge on personal freedom 
guaranteed by the Constitution? Does it lead 
to impoverishment of the State? There are 
many viewpoints to the debate. In this issue, 
we debate a topic which is being hotly de¬ 
bated these days- the pros and cons of prohi¬ 
bition 

IMir A Drinking alcohol is a social 
problem. Many people think it is a 
smart thing to do, others drink to get 
rid of tensions and worries. It is like a 
drug. It does not solve any problems 
but helps to forget life's worries. People 
spend their entire earnings on drinks, 
causing misery to their families. The 
State definitely has a responsibility 
towards its people. Hie Directive Prin¬ 
ciples of State Policy say that the State 
htt an obligation to ensure better health 
for the citizens. The Constitution is also 
committed to prohibition. Article 47 
says that die tote shall endeavour to 
bring about {nohibition of die con8U^^>- 
tion (except for medical purposes) of 
intoidcadiig ddnks and ^ (bugs which 
are li^utious to health. There id, dius, 
nothing wrong in prohibition. People 
who argue agiinstit want to prot^ 
dieir earnings nd do not cafe ijbout dw 
harms caused by it, 


MrB 1 do not agree with you. 
Prohibition may look good on paper, 
but it should not be imposed in this 
manner. An imposition from above 
hardly solves pidilems. In States where 
proh&ition has been introduced, liquor 
is still available in the black market. 

The poor have no option but to con¬ 
sume illicit liquor. This is often made in 
unhygiemc conditions and many trag¬ 
edies have taken place where people 
have tost their lives after drinking 
hooch or local brews. What is die point 
of prohibition then? Making it tog^ at 
least ensures that people get a safe 
product at reasonable price. Under 
prohibition, it is the poor who suffer 
since the rich can get the good brands 
but the poor is dependent on local 
brews. have to be pragmatic and not 
get carried away by moral outoursts. 
States which have introduced prohibi¬ 
tion are suffering huge deficits because 
they are losing out on revenues due to 
excise duties. There are also many 
people employed by the industry who 
would lose jobs if prohibition comes 
into force. 

MiC Let me take your argument 
further. If you say liquor will be avail¬ 
able anyway and dierefbre prohibition 
shotdd not be enforced, it can be ex¬ 
tended to other things as well. It is like 
saying diat thefts should be legalised 
because some people are going to steal 
anyway. If some people a« going to 
drink anyway dwuld we dii^^ 
health of the majority? Hking your 
argument furdiei^ we should legalise 
everything sudi as prostitution, pornog¬ 
raphy, stealing, drup and even murder 
bi^use some people are going to do it 
anyway. It is a bogus argument. Vk 


cannot sacrifice the saf^ of the majo^ 
ity because a few people will always 
want to do illegal things. If diere is a 
ban, at least those people who lack the 
resources will not be a61e to consume it 
Others will not get it too if enforcement 
is stnet. The fact diat liquor is available 
in the black market shows diat our 
enforcement agencies are too lax and 
not that prohibition is a bad idea. 

MrD I agree with you entirely. All 
the arguments made for and-prohibitiem 
seem to miss the point that if you 
extend it to odifir things, we wfil end 
up in anarchy. Yes, die State will lose a 
lot of money. But shcnrld the tote make 
profits out ^ selling wrong things? The 
State should start selling drugs also in 
that case: it will make huge profito. The 
fact is that the State must draw the line 
sonwwhere and stop doing things that 
are injurious to health of people. It was 
wrong to start distilleries in India so we 
are facing the prd^lem of stopping them 
now. Had we followed the Gandhian 
path and framed our policy based on 
moral values, we would not have had 
such a difficulty in enforcing prohibi¬ 
tion. There are thousands of diings that 
die totes can do to cover up dieir 
deficits; earning revenues by seUirig 
alcohol is not the only way. The argu¬ 
ment of employment protection is also 
unjustifiable, since diough die trade 
may give enqili^ent to a few thou¬ 
sand people, it spoils die lives of lakhs 
of pe^le. People who are employed in 
the trade can weU find employment in 
other industries. It is better to take a 
hard decision now than try and protect 
the livelihood of a few thousand 
people ibr die sake of laldis in the 
country. 
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MrE Wait a minute, you are 
making a judgement too fast. Not 
everybody who drinks is addicted to 
alcohol. Many people drink just for 
pleasure and a few drinks add life to a 
party. It also helps people to relax and 
unwind So you can't say that alcohol is 
a poison. I agree that d\e problem is 
with those who are addicted to it and 
cannot stop. It is necessary to help those 
people rather than impose blanket 
prohibition m the country 

Mr A There is no doubt that the 
addict needs help but I disagree that 
even social drinking should be allowed. 
Surely there are other ways of having a 
good party or to release tensions The 
trouble with alcohol is that it is 
addictive. One may have a glass if he 
is tense, but the glasses begin to 
multiply as the tensions increase. 1 
think the habit arises because we are 
not sure about ourselves. If we have 
our inner satisfaction, we do not need 
alcohol or any other drug as a release 
of tensions. One can play games or 
socialise with friends. People take 
recourse to alcohol because their lives 
have become too hollow. They do not 
do these things so there is a need for 
an external stimulant. 1 think prohibi¬ 
tion might make them a little more 
social. 

MrE But you can't forget that 
drinking is a way to be social these 
days. You meet friends or conduct 
business over a drink It is not an evil 
always. In the US, prohibition was 
enforced in 1920 Intoxicating drinks 
with an alcoholic content of more than 
0.5 per cent were banned The National 
Prohibition Act came to be known as 
the M>lstead Act after Congressman 
Andrew Volstead who had mtroduced 
it. But it was found that people actually 
drank more during prohibition than 
before. Dlegal bars and organised crune 
got involved in bootlegging. Due to 
widespread failure and disenchantment, 
the Act was rqiealed in 1933.1 don't 
know why in India prohibition is being 
forced. 


MrC This question is easily an¬ 
swered. Drinking is not Indian culture, 
unlike other countries. Social drinking 
has started in recent years witii Vksteai 
influoice Among the poor, it is a great 
problem when a man spends his entire 
income on liquor, wluch is common. 
Wamen and children are the worst 
sufferers of alcohol. The woman has to 
run the house, so children are pulled 
out of school and sent to work. In 
many villages, women have staged 
dlamas to prevent liquor shops openmg 
up. You can't ignore the problem. Don't 
forget that Bans! Lai has returned to 
power on this promise. So if prohibition 
is implonented now, we should accept 
it as a will of the people rather than 
complain about it In democracy, we 
have to go by what the majority wants 


Mr 6 So we should control destruc¬ 
tive dnnking. In prohibition, we put a 
complete ban so people find ways to 
get over this ban. Instead of sudden 
bans, what should be done is to create 
awareness and restramt among the 
people. Self restraint is much better and 
effective than forced restraint. In Europe 
nobody forces you to drink and people 
refuse it if, for instance they are driving. 
Law enforcement is also strict so that 
nobody dares drive after drinking. If 
this kind of awareness is built up in 
India, the evils of destructive drinking 
can be elinunated. Unfortunately for 
political mileage these decisions are 
taken suddenly without long term 
thinking. 


MrD Awareness is a long drawn 
out process Can we allow people to get 
drunk and rum their lives till then? No. 


I tiiink prohibition should be imposed 
and efforts made to make people aware. 
If It is found that people reach a certain 
level of maturity and fieedom is not ' 
misused, prohibition can be removed in 
stages. Unfortunately today we are at a 
level where our people cannot be givai 
fieedom. Leave the pooi^ look at the 
way educated people behave wifh a 
bottle of liquor. They not only make a 
fool of themselves, but if they are 


driving, are a risk to the lives of 
people. But prohibition should not 
be tiiere in some States only. This 
will lead to smuggling and selling of 
liquor in the black market. The 
whole country should have a uni¬ 
form poUcy. 

MrE I still think that our advocacy 
of prohibition arises out of our desire 
for a paternalistic government. But 
orders from the govaiunent seldom 
solve social problems. The government 
has not been able to get rid of dowry 
respite of having strict laws against it. 
Child labour continues regardless of 
government dictats If the government 
is such a failure on all fronts, I threk> 
that prohibition may also fail. It may 
re fact lead to other evils, some of 
which have already beer mentioned 
The only thing that will happen is that 
the police will have more reasons to 
take bribes. Yes, if enforcement is strict 
and It is the will of the people, we 
accept prohibition. Slowly perhaps our 
society will become mature and people 
will be able to make choices on their 
own. 

Mr A Vk have to actually look 
beyond ourselves. If we can take alco¬ 
hol in moderation, tiiat does not mean 
everyone else can too. We have to see 
what IS good for the majority of the 
people. We cannot ignore the problems 
of addicts. You may say whatever else, 
but the fact is that for many people 
getting liquor will become difficult if 
there is prohibition. Many people will 
not have money to buy it in the black 
market. At least some people are thus 
saved. It is like this, many people 
cannot experiment witii drugs because 
they are not freely available. The same 
logic applies to alcohol. If it is avail¬ 
able re plenty, young and poor people 
can experiment with it wi^ ease. At 
least ftat will stop. Yk must remember 
that we have to build a stror^ India,, 
which carmot be done if people are 
given to bad habits. If we stop dte 
temptation, certainly few people will 
give in to it. 
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PERSONALITY DEVaOPMENT 

Maturity is Practicai Wisdom 


M aturity means ripeness. It can be 
ripeness in years which in^Ues one's 
calendar years. However, real maturity has 
practically nothing to do with one's c^en- 
dar years. A person at 60 can be more im¬ 
mature than one of 30. The latter may be 
more mature emotionally, mentally and in¬ 
tellectually 

Pitt tlkc yoimg was more mature at 20 
than many of our politicians today are at 
the ripe age of 70! Coleridge has put it well, 
"Commonsense in an uncommon degree is 
what the world calls wisdom." Even if we 
do not replace the word wisdom with ma¬ 
turity, we are nearer home in under¬ 
standing what maturity really means. 

In other words, when we talk of matu¬ 
rity, we are, in fact, talking of practical wis¬ 
dom. Practical wisdom entails so much that 
even a treatise may prove insufficient. Yet, 
there are certain basics (for the purpose of 
this column) which can be laid down in 
simple words from which anybody willing 
to sponge information can benefit. "Wis¬ 
dom is the right use of knowledge but to 
know how to use knowledge is to have 
wisdom", says ^urgeon. 

Many young people, academically 
sound ai^ having a string of degrees b^ 
hind their name, fail to achieve ffieir mark 
in life because they act sans practical wis¬ 
dom. Arrogance, lack of tact and hasty 
decisions make them surrender their ad¬ 
vantages. They convert their plus points 
into minus ones dvrough immature ap¬ 
proach. 

Prmciples and ideals ougltttobe mixed 
with a subtle sense of discretion—the bet¬ 
ter part of valour. 


M NU (not her r^al name) fell in love 
she thought so) with.a "jt^e*' who 
was on drugs, ^ank and sino^d lteavily. 
Rut she ffiougitt she was ill "true and 


she stuck to him. The boy ended as a de¬ 
linquent. The girl was left with a perma¬ 
nent psychic wound. Had she substituted 
practic^ wisdom in place of sentiment, she 
would have not wasted precious years and 
emotions. To produce love for a person who 
does not deserve it is a hallmark of imma¬ 
turity. 

Uiuealistic self-appraisal has led le¬ 
gions of young men and women to blind 
alleys in career. Some rate themselves too 
high, aim too high and fall on the face. 
Others aim too low and most of thar real 
potential remains unused. A proper self¬ 
appraisal, meticulously framed (^jectives 
and followed with determination are the 
marks of maturity and hence of successful 
people. An opportunity grasped and used 
produces at least one more opportunity. 


Principles 



own development. The secret of maturity 
or practical wisdom is to keep your feet 
firmly planted on ground even if your head 
is in die clouds! 

Tragedies of many wasted lives arise 
from the unwillingness of people to be¬ 
come "ripe", no matter how old they live 
to be. 

Practical wisdom shows itself in our 
relations with other people. The way we 
react to the social situaticm in which we 
find ourselves is its measure. People who 
have failed to grow up sufier unnecessary 
bitterness and frustration. They are diffi¬ 
cult to live with, rarely making reliable 
frioids and make offiers miserable. 

What can you do to become practi¬ 
cally wise or mature as you grow older? It 
is l^ely a question of attitudes: some to 
avoid, others to cidtivate. 


The practically wise person does not 
gooutof his way b) draw attentirm to him¬ 
self. He is content with (he notice he natu¬ 
rally attracts and does not expect a 
blue-eyed boy treatment. He does not feel 
left out of things when he is not tiie centre 
of attraction. 

The impractical always wants to be in 
the limelight. He feels sli^ted if someone 
else is receiving more attention. 

Do not expect to get your own way 
always. Make way for others. Put yoursdf 
in their place. See your own faults. To see 
fault in ourselves, however, is much harder 
Who has not been angry at some time be¬ 
cause he could not get his own way? 

A similar immature reaction is to get 
lad-tempered when disappointed by 
circumstances. The train is late, for instance, 
leaving too little time to get to the cinema 
that evening. Ail tile bad temper in the 
world wiU not alter the facts. It may re¬ 
lieve your feelings, but sudi an outlet is 
shunned by practically wise ones. They 
even laugh them away. 

Avoid retaliating to rudeness. The 
world is full of people with deplorable 
manners. Old people often bully bus ccm- 
ductors, shop assistants and others. The 
young tend to disregard people's feelings 
because of tiieir immature absorption in 
tiieir own affairs. 

When people are rude, wheflier inten¬ 
tionally like the old, or unintentionally like 
the young, take it in your stride. Recognise 
the wealmess tiiat lead to it and above all 
do not reply in the same coin. 

Another mark of the unwise is of in¬ 
terrupting. Let people finish what they ate 
saying, even if they are longwinded and 
wroi^. You will have plenty of time for 
your say when they have lushed. Your 
words will receive due attention. 
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do not show stoong lilces or dislikes. 
The immature person is usually an extrem¬ 
ist. He is violent in his opinions, whether 
for or against, and that makes him intoler¬ 
ant of others who think ditteronllv i-te is <i : 
tyrant with a single idea'. 

The practical person stands up ior his ' 
views by quietly going his own \v.i\' with 
aminimumoffuss.Thcimpradi liu.ints 
to force' his views and prelereiuvs on e\ - 
erybody else. Avoid this. I 

What is your reaction to criticism’Do | 
not let it upset you. Learn to accept it qtii- j 
etly in a spirit of learning what you can. 
Much criticism is destructive. Do not fuss 
about it. Or stand on your dignity. Just smile 
to yourself and go on in your own way. 
Avoid showing resentment to criticism, j 
Otherwise you play in the hanch of your I 
adversary. 

W HEN in trouble, do not expect oth¬ 
ers to get you out of it. People will 
come forward and offer help on many oc¬ 
casions, but you should not expect it as a 
ri^t. Accept no crutches. Stand on your 


own fe6t. Depend on your own inner re¬ 
sources. 

Make it a rule to fit in easily to what¬ 
ever company you find yourself sharing, 
i xpect to be treated tire same as everyotre 
else Adapt yourself to the situation and 
tire people without putling.a sour fiicc. 

Be v'oiir natural self. Do not try to 
impivss or to cKt a part that strains your 
nature. The practical person knows that he 
is not in the centre of the world and he 
accepts that with grace. 

Keep away from your own problems 
and worries in your conversation. Talk in¬ 
stead about wirat your companions are do¬ 
ing, hoping and planning. Be satisfied to 
occupy a proper place in the proceedings. 
ITro practical person knows that he is only 
at the centre of his own world, not of oth¬ 
ers. 

B e persistent in the face of difficulties. 

Do not give up easily when things go 
wrong, or turn to friends for pity. Regard 
setbacks as a challenge. Learn f^m your 
mistakes. Come back fighting for another 


I,.. 

try when filere is a 

Keep going. Put aside tiredness, 
not being in the mood, and ali the other 
excuses. Put your mind to the job in 
hand. You will overcome the tir^ness 
or whatever it is and quickly become 
absorbed in the work. Like a true pro¬ 
fessional, get yOur commitments com¬ 
pleted whether you feel like it or not. 

It is immature to give way to self- 
pity and despair as soon as things go 
wrong. In the same way, keep level¬ 
headed when you have one big success. 
One swallow does not make a summer. 

Keep even-tempeied when odters frus¬ 
trate you or when circumstances are against 
you. Disregard the bad opinion of you 
which some may have. You cannot please 
everybody. 

Stand up and defend yourself if need 
be. Expect to meet opposition, and 
recognise the ri^t of others to think dif¬ 
ferently. Be willing to argue the point in 
a friendly way, maintaining your own 
view while allowing others to hold dif¬ 
ferent a one. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

August: Before and After independence 


Before Independence 

In this section, besides having a recap on 
the 'Famine of 1943', we shall focus on 
'Constitutianal Reforms', 'Revolutionar¬ 
ies' and 'Quit India Movement'. 

Famine 

In the eastern India the famine of 1943 
was at its worst in August. Streets in 
Calcutta presented a dismal picture. 

Dead bodies were found everywhere. 
While cm August 19,1943 over 400 per- 
scms were hospitalized in Calcutta, on 
August 21 as many as 600 persons were 
admitted to hospitals and 120 dead bodies 
were removed from the streets of Calcutta. 

Constitutional Reforms 
After the first World War some constitu¬ 
tional reforms did come India's way. The 
month of Augu*!! was a witness to it. 

On August 20,1917 E.S. Montague, 
Secretary of State for India, announced a 
scheme towards establishing responsible 
Government in India. The scheme envis¬ 
aged increasing association of Indians in 
every braiKh of Administration. Later, on 
August 22,1925 in the elections of bidian 
President for the Central Legislature 
Assembly, Vithalbhai Patel was elected 
' against Sir Chimanlal. Thereafter on 
August 25,1925 Pt Motilal Nduu became 
the hrst Indian to be elected as the Presi¬ 
dent of the Lower House. 

Revolutionaries 

Indian Revolutionaries also registered 
some significant events in the month of 
August. On August 17,1909 Madan Lai 
Dhingra died in die g^ows at 
Penlonville Prison in London. On 
August 9,1925 revolutionaries looted 
Kakori-bound train. The Hindustan 
Republican Army held its historic meet 
at Ferozeshah Kotla grounds on August 
8,1928. Revolutionaries from various 
parts of India assembled there and 
declared 'Independence and Scxialism as 


Indian Goal'. 

Quit India Movement 

Alarmed by Japanese army's advance in 
1942, the British Government decided to 
win over the Indian leaders for getting 
active co-operation in 'war effort'. A 
mi.ssion was sent to India under the 
leadership of Sir Stafford Cripps. But it 
failed to impress upon Indian leaders. 

In turn, on August 8,1942 the All India 
Congress Committee at Bombay en¬ 
dorsed the historic 'Quit India Resolu¬ 
tion' asking the English to quit India. 

The British Government reacted immedi¬ 
ately. On August 9,1942 the All Con¬ 
gress Committees was declared unlawful 
and Congress leaders were arrested. 
Later, on August 21,1942, the 
Ahmedabad Municipality was super¬ 
seded for passing resolution supporting 
Quit India. Notably, on August 9,1943 
at Bangkok University Auditorium 
Subhash Chandra Bose held a meeting to 
commemorate the first Anniversary of 
Quit India. On the top of all, on August 
15,1947 Indian Dominion wa.s born at 
12 midnight. 

After Independence 
August has been quite an eventful 
month in the post independent history 
of India. For instance. Prime Minister 
Nehru formally launched NCC on August 
14,1963, India and Soviet Union signed 
the historic 20-year treaty m August 9, 
1971, India's first Test TUbe Baby, Hansha 
was bom on August 6,1986. In tfiis 
section we shall focus on 'Kamraj Plan', 
'DD’s Tiyst with August 15' and 
'Cricket'. 

Kamraj Plan 

To give a boost to the organisational 
work, on August 8,1963, the Congress 
Working Committee in general approved 
K. Kanuraj's suggestion that 'some 
prominent Congressmen should resign 


bom ministerial post for the 
organisational work'. Next day the 
Committee decided to recommend the 
Kamraj Plan to the AICC and Pt. Nehru, 
without loss of any time, offered to 
resign as the Prime Minister. However; 
his offer was rqected. Thereafter, on 
August 24, Ft. Nehru recommended to 
the Congress Working Committee the 
resignations of Moratji Desai, Ja^ivan 
Ram, S.K. Patil, B. Gopala Redd;' and 
K.L Shrimali. 

DD's Tryst with August 15 
Television in India invariably got 
tremendous boost during the months of 
August, more so cm August 15. It was . 
cm August 15,1975 that a TV Station 
was inaugurated at Madras. Later on tfie 
same day in 1982 Doordarshan fomudly 
started regular transmisskm in colour 
, and the INSAT-IA got operationalised 
for TV National Programmes. In 1984 the 
University Grants Commission started 
two daily educiUional programmes of an 
I hour on DD. The Door^rdian also 
I entered multi-chmnels era by launching 
Entertainment, Sports, Business and 
Current Affairs and Music channels on 
August 15,1993. 

Cricket 

Annals of Indian cricket August has 
registered varying degree of records, in 
particular during 1993 visit to Sri Lanka. 
It was on August 1,1993 that after 
defeating Sri Lanka by 235 runs, Indian 
cricketers registored their first over-seas 
win after 1986. Durii^ the same tour; 
cm August 4, Md. Azharuddin, by 
captaining his 19tii overseas-Test, shad- 
01 ^ Gavaskar's record of captaining 18 
over^as Tests. While on August 7, 

Vmod Kambli scored his 4th successive 
ton in 5 Tests, on August 8 Kapil Dev 
widi his 4th delivery in his 2nd over, set 
the reentd for smding down maximum 
(27,115) deliveries in Tests. 
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BANK P.OJRBI/NABARD EXAM SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. The new government aims at re¬ 
ducing the fiscal deficit to GDP ratio down 
to four Critics have pointed out the ele¬ 
ment of impossibility in their aims. Com¬ 
ment on the controversy and give 
arguments For and Against the desirabil¬ 
ity and feasibility of reducing the fiscal 
deficit. 

Ans. The United Front Government 
aims at reducing the fiscal deficit down to 
four per cent of the GDP. However, this has 
been criticised by many who point out to¬ 
wards the impracticability of tliis aim. They 
have given tlw following arguments against 
the figure: 

Arguments Against 

1. Bringing down fiscal deficit to four 
per cent of GDP Is abnost impossible. The 
Biterim budget of 1996-97 had projected a 
deficit of Rs 62,400 crore or 5 per cent of 
GDP. Bringing die deficit down to four 
per cent requires narrowing the fiscal gap 
by at least fo 12000 crore. Moreover, if the 
UF government's programme on the food, 
education and poverty alleviation is to be 
implemented, the budget would have to 
find another Rs 5000 crore. 

1 There is very little room for 
manoeuvring on expenditure. Even if the 
government were to cut down budgetary 
support to the PSUs, Acre still would be 
an increase in the government's capital 
^Tending. This is more so because several 
Critical areas of irdrastructure require mas¬ 
sive infusion of public funds as the re¬ 
quired private investment is not 
fordicomirtg. 

3. There are a number of areas that 
have been spelt out by the government in 
keeping witit its commitment to welfare 
schemes. Assuming that these have to be 
met widun dte boundary line of four per 
cent fiscal deficit, the implication is that 
revenue must multiply by at least 25 per 


cent over the revised estimates for 1995- 
96. 

There are others who have pointed out 
towards various measures that the govern¬ 
ment can affordfio take to bring down the 
fiscal deficit to four per cent. They say tlwt 
there is nothing that would make it impos¬ 
sible for the figure to be attained. Thus these 
arguments are for the claim. 

Arguments For 

1. Larger subsidy to the poor through 
the PDS doesn't necessarily imply in¬ 
creased government expenciiture on food 
subsidy. TJie problem is that for every 
rupee spent by the government, less than 
20 paise reach the poor as subsidy through 
PDS cereals. Better targetting and effi¬ 
ciency can double this to 40 paise. One of 
the ways to do this would be to issue 
special cards to the poorest 30 per cent of 
the population and excluding others. 

2. If loss-making Public Sector Units 
(PSUs) are privatised, the burden of losses 
can be reduced. These measures can help 
in attaining the goal of four per cent fiscal 
deficit. 

3. There is scope for various tax re¬ 
forms that can raise taxes. Reducing mar¬ 
ginal tax rate to 30 per cent, abolishing aU 
tax exemptions and mandatory prison for 
tax evaders would help in boosting in¬ 
come tax collections. Irtdirect tax colla¬ 
tions can be increased by a national VAT. 

There is no ideal number for the fis¬ 
cal deficit. More important is fite handling 
of finances. For example, while expendi¬ 
ture on various fronts can be reduced, 
education, healdi wd irtfrastrudure do 
require a lot of attention. Along with die 
attention towards die fiscal deficit, it is 
inqjortant to control the revenue deficit 
also. The revenue deficit eats up nearly 60 
per cent of borrowings. Also, care has to 
be taken to prevent these measures fmm 


being inflationary. India is quite inflation 
prone. Morever, for fiscal deficit to be kept 
down, high growth is also required. TWs 
would mean increase in revenue receipts. 
Hie buoyancy in revenue can be used to 
keep the deficit down. 

Q. 'There have been no concrete steps 
by the government to tackle the problem 
of regional imbalances.' Give arguments 
For and Against this view. 

Ans. India presents a picture of extreme 
regional variations in terms of the indica¬ 
tors of economic growth—per capita income, 
proportion of population living below the 
poverty line, percentage of urban to rural 
population etc. Regional imbalance is the co¬ 
existence of relatively developed and eco¬ 
nomically depressed States and even regions 
within each State. While some people hold 
the view that the government has been tak¬ 
ing various steps over the years to tackle 
this problem, there are others who believe 
that all such policy measures have failed due 
to one reason or another. Thus, there are ar¬ 
guments both for and against the view ex¬ 
pressed in the given statement. 

Arguments Against the view 

It has been pointed out that over the 
years the government has taken various 
steps to tackle the problem of regional 
imbalances. Although the First Plan did 
not refer specifically to the problem of re¬ 
gional disparities, the Second and Hiird 
mentioned the necessity to locate basic 
industries in less developed areas (sul^ect 
to technical and economical limitations) 
as means of achieving regional develop¬ 
ment. The Fourth Plan laid stress on iden¬ 
tification of industrially backward areas 
on the basis of certain criteria like total 
per capita income, number of workers in 
foctories per lakh of population, per capita 
annual consumption of electricity etc. 
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Certain criteria were also recommended 
by the Pande Working Gtotq). The Group 
suggested the selection of 20 to 30 di^ 
tricts in the whole country for the provi¬ 
sion of special incentives during the Fourtti 
Plan period. The Wanchoo Working Group 
worked on the fiscal and financial incen¬ 
tives to be provided for starting indus¬ 
tries in backward areas and recommended 
certain measures. 

The Sixth Plan (1980-85) also 
recognised the need for balanced growth 
aiul the necessity to prepare schemes for 
backward area development as part of 
general development. ANational Commit¬ 
tee for the Development of Backward Area 
(NCDBA) was framed in 1980 to examine 
and identify backward areas and also to 
review the working of existing schemes 
for stimulating industrial development in 
backward areas such as concessional fi¬ 
nance, investment subsidy, transport sub¬ 
sidy etc. 

After this, the Seventh Plan made 
only a stray reference to regional bal¬ 
ance. This relied more on increases in 
agricultural productivity particularly 
rice, coarse cereals, pulses and oilseeds 
in the eastern region. This strategy was 
framed to help raise agricultural produc¬ 
tivity in the backward regions and ulti¬ 
mately to help reduce disparities in per 
capita income. There was also a stress 
on human resource development. Un¬ 
fortunately, the Eighth Plan almost ig¬ 
nored this problem. 

The Centre and State Governments 
have both taken measures to promote in¬ 
vestment in badcward areas. Tlwse include 
income tax concessions. Central invest¬ 
ment subsidy scheme, transport subsidy 
scheme, concessional finance by major fi¬ 
nancial institutions (IDBI, IFCI, ICIQ). 
Arguments For the view 

Those who support the view ex¬ 
pressed in the statement highlight that 
these policy measures have by and large 
failed. They have pointed out towards 
the major weaknesses of these steps 
taken. 

(i) Disparities are accentuated by tiie 
fact'dut the richer States refuse to transfer 


some of their resources to poorer States. 
States which have a higher per capita de¬ 
velopment expo^dihue have a faster rate 
of economic development. This increases 
existing imbalances. ' 

(ii) The poorer States do not believe 
in self-effort, self-help to promote their 
development. There is a lethargic attitude 
of reliance on the Centre. 

(Hi) While formulating schemes for 
'drought prone' or 'hilly areas' or those 
inhabited by scheduled tribes, many ar¬ 
eas that do not come under these catego¬ 
ries get ignored. Till the Sixth Plan, no 
effort was made to adopt any strategy of 
integrated rural developm»it. 

(if) The method of locating large cen¬ 
tral States in backward States hasn't paid 
off in any significant way in improving 
their economies. 

(f) Benefits of Central Government 
subsidy are limited to a few areas only. 
Moreover, the amount given as subsidy is 
not related to employment. 

(pi) There has b«n no development 
of any ancillary, secondary and tertiary 
industries around the major Central in¬ 
dustrial complexes. 

(fii) State-level planning-is required 
to sort out problems of regional imbal¬ 
ances. For this, the required 
decentralisation has to be implemented. 

(fiii) States have not earmarked spe¬ 
cial areas for development. Wthout spe¬ 
cial efforts, especially allocation of 
separate funds, disparities carmot be re¬ 
moved. 

Q. Comment on the Centre-State con¬ 
flict on finances. 

Ans. There has been growing tei^on 
and conflict between the Centre and the 
States in the matter of finance, ^^y often, 
this is aggravated by political and ideo¬ 
logical differences between the differmit 
parties governing the Centre and the 
States. It has been pointed out tiiat there 
is a need for political and financial au¬ 
tonomy for tite States and drastic restric¬ 
tion of tile power and financial resources 
of the Centre. The States hold various 
comjjlaints against tiie Centre; 


(d) Insufficient initiative on the part 
of the Coitre to impose all taxes under 
Article 269 whose proceeds would go to 
the States. 

(k) From tiie very beginning, the ctM?> 
poration tax has been excluded from the 
scope of sharing with the States. The 
States feel particularly sore about this 
because their contribution to the devel¬ 
opment of the corporate sector is quite 
large. They incur considerable expendi¬ 
ture to provide direct infrastructural fa¬ 
cilities. They also provide considerable 
financial incentives for the setting up of 
industries. 

(c) The Central excise duties have 
been expanded by includii^ under it a 
growing number of items that were taxed 
by the State. 

(d) The divisible pool of exfise du¬ 
ties has been limited to basic duties and 
additional excise duties. The special and 
auxiliary duties have been kept out of 
the divisible pool. The Centre has kept 
the rates of divisible additional excise 
duties low while the rat^ of excise du¬ 
ties and the special and auxiliary duties 

’ that are not to be shared with the States 
or to be shared only in smaller propo^ 
tions. 

(e) The Centre abolished tiie railway 
passenger tax whose proceeds were to go 
to the States and fixed arbitrarily a grant 
in its place. 

(f) The Centre imposed surcharges on 
income tax but the proceeds were not 
shared with the States. 

(g) The Centre wants to abolish the 
sales tax which is the main source of rev¬ 
enue of the States and accounts for 60 per 
cent of tile States' own tax revenue. There 
have also been proposals to abolish Octroi 
duties and State Excises. Thus, tiie States 
are gradually teft with lesser number of 
resources to raise their revenues. By de¬ 
pending upon tiie Coitre, the States are 
running the risk of losing tiieirecorromic 
independence. 

These problems are accentuated by 
the fact that while revoiues of the States 
are increamng only gradually the expensec 
of tire States are increasing at a fast rate 
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Too much dependence of the States on the 
Centre in the form of grants-in-aid and 
1 loans has serious consequences. The Cen¬ 
tre can be more generous to some States 
and less to others. Second, there is al¬ 
ways an uncertainty in the budgeting of 
the States. Third, States are unable to 
fulfil the various electoral promises be¬ 
cause of inadequacy of financial re¬ 
sources. Fourth, most States have 
resorted to unauthorised overdrafts to 
Stance plan projects 

However, those who are in favour of I 
a strong Centre reject the case for more 
functions and resources for the State.s. It is 
said that this would pose a danger to 
national integrity. Some States which are 
ideologically different from othem might 
like to break away from the federation on 
some pretext or other. In the Indian con¬ 
text, it cannot even be said firmly that 


'State autonomy' would liberate creative 
energies at present inhibited by constant 
Central interference and domination or 
that State autonomy would promote rapid 
economic growth. The fact is that very few 
regional parties goverrung the States have 
a firm economic ideology. Most are paro¬ 
chial in their outlook Moreover, it has also 
been pointed out that States do enjoy 
considerable autonomy. They have ex¬ 
clusive control over such key sectors as 
agriculture, irrigation, power, adminis- 
I tration, social welfare, law and order etc 
But not all States have been able to per¬ 
form their functions property They have 
also not been able to fully exploit the 
resources at their command, thus talks 
of any new resource do not hold much 
substance. 

On the whole, it is seen that the Slates 
have become increasingly dependent on 


the Centre for tlieir expenditure. This de¬ 
pendence is the natural consequence of 
the enormous command enjoyed by the 
Centre over large resources of revenue. 
This has resulted in a creditor-debtor re¬ 
lationship. This also suits the States well 
because they are spared from the unpleas¬ 
ant task of taking unpopular tax mea¬ 
sures and can blame all problems to the 
Centre 

The Sarkaria Commission, which had 
submitted its report m 1988, had favoured 
the amendment of the Constitution to pro¬ 
vide for sharmg of coiporation tax between 
1 tlic Centre and the States Howevei; all 
I suggesbons tor enlarging the divisible pool 
, were rejected 

, The debate on Centre-State financial 
relations still remains open and there are 
j efforts now to review the relations and set 
I up some firm guidelines 


Let’s Make Career Better 


THROUGH GALGOTIA PUBLICATIONS 


Question Bank in Electronics & 

Communications Chadha & Kumar 125.00 


COMPETITION SERIES 


Bank Probationary Officer's Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

160.00 

Stale Bank Probationary Officer's Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

160 00 

Assistant's Grade Exanunation Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

100.00 

Inoome Tax, Sales Tax & Customs 
Inapectors' Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

100.00 

ReMoning N* Reasoning 

Ravi Chopra 

85.00 

NDA Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

150.00 

MBA Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

295.00 

Sub-Inspector Police Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

120.00 

SSC Clerk Grade Examination Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

80.00 

Osnenri Knowledge 

Ravi Chopra 

50 00 

Railway Recruitment Board Exam 

Ravi Chopra 

69.00 

CAT 

Ravi Chopra 

150.00 

Model Solutions to IfT-JEE (1990-94) 


175.00 

Ptoblam Solver IIT Mathematics 


125.00 

Medical Entrance Question Bank 


240.00 

Hotel Management 

Ravi Chopra 

126.00 

Objective Arithmetic 

Ohn 

50.00 

Indian History & Culture 

Ahluwalia 

200.00 

Bank Clerical Exun. Guide 

Ravi Chopra 

65.00 

CDS 

Ravi Chopra 

150.00 

Q.K. for Schools 

Ravi Chopra 

15.00 


Question Bank in Eloctneal & 


Eiecironics Engineering 

Question Bank in Civil Engineering 

Dr Rai 

150.00 

with Applications 

Question Bank-Computor Science 

Bhatia 

125.00 

2nd Ed 

Basandra 

130.00 


SCHOOL SERIES 


Modal Test Papers Mathematics-Class XII 55.00 

Model Test Papers Physics Class XII 55.00 

Question Bank Physics (Class XII) 110.00 

Question Bank Maths (Class XII) 110.00 

Question Bank Chemistry (Class XII) 100.0D 

Question Bank Maths (Class X) 100.(X> 

Question Bank Science (Class X) 75.00 

Question Bank Economics (Class Xtl) 110.00 

Question Bank Physics (Class XI) 110.00 

ICSE Computer Studies P Bhattacharya 100.00 



GALGOTIA 


Ptease send the full value dl the txxilc/txioks by 
MO/BankO.D only Postatgefree 

Gatgotia Publications Pvt Ltd. 

S, Ansan Road, Darya Sani, New Delhi-110002 
Ph' 3263334,3288134 Fax ‘ 91-11-3281909 


THE LATEST BOOKS FOR VOU BUY IT 


» AUGUST -96 COMPETITION MASTER 










iAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Indian Conatitutien provides certain Fundamental 
Rights to its citizens. At the same time, it also puts certain limi' 
tatioM upon these rights. Discuss in detail the limitation on the 
enforcement of the Fundamental Rights. 

Ans. Fundamental Rights are one of the most important 
features of Indian Constitution. The concept of fundamental rights 
has been borrowed from the Constitution of the United States of 
America (USA) with required modifications and thus represents 
a blend of the concepts of Parliamentary sovereignty and Judi¬ 
cial review and supremacy. But at the same time, there are certain 
limitations upon the enforcement of the fundamental rights, which 
are discussed as under; 

(fl) The fundamental rights n\ay be available to the member 
of Armed Forces and Police Forces in a slightly modified or re¬ 
stricted manner. The Parliament is empowered under Article 33 
of the Constitution to modify the application of these rights to 
the irrembers of such forces so as to ensure proper discharge of 
their duties and maintenance of required discipline among them. 

(b) When martial law is in force in some areas, the funda¬ 
mental rights of the residents of such areas may be diluted. Under 
Article 34 of the Indian Constitution, the Parliament has the 
power to indemnify any person in the service of the Union or the 
State for any act done by him in connection with the mainte¬ 
nance or restoration of law and order in such area, or validate 
any sentence passed, or act done when martial law is in force. 

(c) Major limitation upon the fundamental rights are im¬ 
posed during tire period of emergency. When the state of emer¬ 
gency is declared by the President under Article 352 of the 
Coirstitution, all the fundamental rights guaranteed by the Con¬ 
stitution remain suspended. The effect of the proclamation of 
emergency on the fundamental rights is as under: 

(i) Article 358 of the Constitution immensely increases the 
powers of the legislature and the executive during the 
period of emergency and the protection provided to the 
citizens under Article 19 of the Constitution remains sus¬ 
pended and the State is not required to act within the 
limits in^osed by the said Article. In other words, upon 
the proclamation of emergency the legislature becomes 
competent to make any law even though it contravenes or 
restricts the right of freedom of speech and expression, 
assembly, association, movement, profession, residence etc. 
The executive shall also be at lilrerty to take any action in 
contravention to the above mentioned rights of the citi¬ 
zens. On expiry of proclamation of emergency, however, 
the operation of Article 19 shall come ui force but there 


shall be no remedy to the citizens against any acts of th( 
State, done in violation of their rights under Section If 
of the Article, during the time when eme^ency was ir 
force. 

(») Article 359 further provides the President with enormoui 
power, which seriously limits the operation of fundamen' 
tal rights of the citizen during the period of emergency 
Under this Article, the President may, by an order, declan 
that the right to move any court for the enforcement o 
any of the fundanrental rights shall remain suspendec 
during the period of emergency. But after the emetgenq 
is lifted this right would automatically be restored. Heno 
during such a period while the said ordw under Artidi 
359 remains in force, the Courts would remain withou 
authority to enforce the fundamental rights or issue th 
prerogative writs. Such an order, however, shall have h 
be approved by the Parliament as soon as possible, arv 
the Parliament may even disapprove it. It may be notet 
that the fundamental rights for personal liberties provider 
under Article ,M-21 shall not be restricted by an orde 
xmder section 359 of tite Constitution. 

(d) There are some temporary restrictions which may h 
imposed on the fundamental rights of the citizens by the Ex 
ccutive under various existing statutes like Section 144 of th 
Cr. P.C., TADA etc, mainly with a view to protect the public lif 
and property and maintain law and order. Such restrictions an 
only temporary in nature and are lifted as soon as order i 
restored. 

Q. 2. What do you understand by Industrial Sickness 
What are its dimensions in India? Suggest measures to ovei 
come it and also evaluate the measures already taken by ttr 
Government. 

Ans. Industiial sickness is one of the major problems fadni 
the industrial sector today. It implies a state in industrial uni 
w here it is not possible for it to run itself viably and profitably. Th 
problem may lie in its poor financial management, mark^g o 
any other functional area. Upto the end of March 1992, tixere wei 
a total of 2,47,724 sick industrial units in India, out of which ove 
99 per cent were in ti\e Small Scale Industrial (SSI) sector. The tots 
number of sick unite in the SSI sectors was 2,45,575. This indicate 
that the incidence of sickness is very high among the SSI unit 
Smaller units are normally plagued by lack of finances, poor qua 
ity control, non-professional management, inadequate marketin 
effort, poor personnel management, lack of availabitity dt require 
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infrastructure and a hostof odio* institutional and environmoitai 
problems. Similarly, quite a few number of Public Sector Under- 
takmgs (PSUs), bodi Central as well as State, are faced with the 
problem of sickness. A total sum of Rs 11,533 crore was out¬ 
standing against the sick units by the end of March 1992. But 
a noticeable feature is that although more than 99 per cent of 
the sick units were in the SSI sector, out of the total outstand¬ 
ing, only Rs 3101 crore were outstandmg in the banks against 
these units. In other words, the SSI units accounted for only 
26.88 per cent of the total outstanding bank loan among all the 
sick units. 

One of the major steps taken by the Government to combat 
die problem of sickness among the industrial units was the enact¬ 
ment of Sick Industrial Companies Act (SICA) under which the 
Board for Industrial and Financial Reconstruction (BIFR) was'set 
up. Main role assigned to BIFR is to suggest rehabilitation pack¬ 
ages. These may include recommending additional dose of funds 
on easy terms, waiving of the interest or principle amoimt on the 
existing long term loans, mergers, amalgamations etc. Later the 
sick P^s were also ordered to be covert under the BIFR. Upto 
September 1993, BIFR received 1924 references under Section 15 
of SICA and 506 cases were rejected on scrutiny. Out of 1404 ref¬ 
erences registered, 272 were dismissed as not maintainable, re¬ 
vival schemes were sanctioned or approved in 415 cases and 242 
cases were recommended to the concerned High Courts for wind¬ 
ing up. In case of PSUs, a total of 138 references (both Central 
and State) were received upto December 1995 out of which 26 
were not found maintainable and in case of 29, rehabilitation 
schemes were sanctioned. Wmding up was sanctioned in case of 
14 PSUs. 

Wth a view to examine the bottlenecks in this field, in May 
1993, the Government set up a Committee on Industrial Sickness 
and Corporate Restructuring The report of the Committee was 
received in July 1993. Its recommendations are as under: 

(a) The Committee recommended that the existing defini¬ 
tion of sickness should be changed and die new definition of 
sickness should cover all organisations with a default of 180 
days or above on repayment of term loan from the term lending 
institutions. It further should be matched by irregularities in 
working capital for more than 180 days. 

{b) A sick Company should voluntarily refer to own 
case for consideration of the BIFR and it should not be 
mandatory. 

(c) The BIFR should act more as a facilitator rather Bum 
being a mediator or arbitrator. 

(d) The Committee also suggested setting up of at least 5 fast 
track winding up Tribunals. 

(c) The committee also suggested some changes in the In¬ 
dustrial Disputes Act. It recommended that the smaller 
organisations with upto 300 workers should not be required to 
seek prior approval of the government to lay off or retrench 
the workers. Moreover, it suggested increasing the retrench¬ 
ment benefit from existing 15 days wages for each completed 
year to 30 days wages for every coirqileted year. 


Q. 3. What were the reasons for partition of Bengal in 
19057 How did this event influence the nationalist movement 
in India? 

Ans. On July 20,1905 Lord Curzon, by an order partitioned 
Bengal in two parts, mainly on the grounds of adxninistrative 
convenience. The Government's official view was that the State 
was too big to be administered as one State, but the main hidden 
objective was to stem the tide of nationalism rising from die State 
of Bengal. It was thought that a divided Bengal would not pose 
any serious threat to ^e British empire. Moreover, die partition 
also ensured partition on communal lines as majority of Muslim 
population was in the East Bengal. The Britishers had sensed ris¬ 
ing of nationalism from Botgal as the leaders and thinkers like 
S.N. Banerjee, Anand Mohan Bose, Rabindranath Tagore, Kri^an 
Kumar Mitra, Bipin Chandra Pal, etc were all from Bmgal. Hence, 
the Briti^ers decided to partition die State, in pursuance of their 
well-known policy of divide and rule 

The decision of the British Government was opposed by 
all the sections of the society in Bengal To start with, the 
moderate leaders strongly opposed the decision, but this move¬ 
ment was later taken over by militant and revolutionary na¬ 
tionalist leaders. All these factions of nationalist leaders 
cooperated with one another to oppose the partition. The par¬ 
tition took place on October 16,1905 but the partition move¬ 
ment was initiated on August 7,1905 The day of partition was 
observed as a day of mourning in the entire ^ngal Solidarity 
was expressed by Hindus and Muslims by celebrating the cer¬ 
emony of Raksha Bandhan by tymg Rakhis on each other's 
wrists as a symbol of communal unity Patriotic songs were 
sung by the masses and the cries of Vande Mataram echoed all 
over the State of Bengal. The masses also turned to Swadeshi 
and Boycott. At many places, burning of imported /foreign cloth 
was observed. Picketing of many shops selling foreign cloth 
and liquor was done. Many mills, soap and match factories, 
weaving centres, national banks and national insurance com¬ 
panies were opened to foster the idea of Swadeshi, facilitat¬ 
ing the people to boycott the foreign goods and services. 

The Partition of Bengal, which was annulled by the 
British Government in 1911, influenced the nationalist 
movement markedly. All categories of the society, includ¬ 
ing the students, women and Muslims, took part in the 
anti-partition movement. Swadeshi and Boycott helped in 
augmenting the feelings of nationalism among all the 
categories. The partition also revealed the maligned in¬ 
tentions of the British Government towards the millions 
of Indians. It strengthened the mutual bonds and pro¬ 
moted the feeling of nationalism among the Indians and 
increased their hatred towards the British and their poli¬ 
cies. One of the most important aspect of the anti-parti¬ 
tion movement was that almost the entire country rose up 
against the British, and the movement spread to Bombay, 
Madras and Northern India, initiating a new chapter in 
the history of rise of nationalism in India. 
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* ProfRe of laedkigorganisalions. Book ooniairwdeiels which 
you wW not And eleowhere. 

Price Rs. 22S/- (Postage Free). Ptaase specify branch of Engg. 
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VOCABULARY 

improve Your Word Power 


1. apogee: (a) climax {b) complexion (c) reflection (d) defec¬ 
tion. 

2. byzantine: (a) childish (b) complicated (c) straight 
(d) short. 

3. chute: (a) progress (b) youth (c) fall (d) ascent. 

4. defalcate: (a) lose confidence (b) donate blood (c) run a 
race (d) misappropriate money. 

5. epigram: (a) achievement (b) failure (c) imitation (d) saying. 

6. ferment: (a) excitement (b)'submission (c) permission 
(d) folly. 

7. grizzle: (a) exceed (b) limit (c) con^lain (d) compete 

8. hireling:'(a) orator (b) servant (c) informer (d) witness. 

9. indigent: (a) poor (b) proud (c) humble (d) sublime. 

10. jiggery-pockery: (a) revenge (b) forgiveness (c) donation 
(d) miscluef. 

11. lilliputian: (a) historic (b) dramatic (c) tiny (d) heavy. 

12. maladroit' (a) tactful (b) clumsy (c) clever (d) negligent. 

13. noxious; («) wholesome (b) naughty (c) clever (d) harm¬ 
ful. 

14. obeisance: (a) obedience (b) faith (c) offence (d) consola¬ 
tion. 

15. placate: (d) paint (b) forget (c) pacify (d) irritate 

16. rail (v)‘ (d) protest (b) protect (c) push (d) puU. 

17. sanguine: (d) indifferent (b) tmludcy (c) lazy (d) cheerful. 

18. tiptoe: (d) hit hard (b) lie low (c) wall carefully (d) speak 
fast. 

19. upstage: (a) overcome (b) overshadow (c) overwhelm 
(d) overflow. 

' 20. wangle: (d) rob (b) steal (c) exert (d) extort. 

ANSWERS 

1. apogee: (d) climax, height 

—Pubhe sector in India has been viewed as an apogee of in¬ 
efficiency and mismanagement. 

1 byzantine: (b) complicated, secretive 

—The Securities Scam has proved to be the result of some 
byzantine intrigue (at the highest level). 

3. chute: (c) faU, descent slide. 

—^Despite impressive explanations, the fact remains that we 
are caught in the spiral of a currency rapidly going down the 
chute 

4. defalcate; (d) misappropriate money. 

—Crores of rupees are suspected to have beeade^lcated from 
ffie treasuries by some unscrupulous officiate of a ^e govern- 
ment 

5. epigram: (d) saying, maxim. 

—In ail societies epitaphs and epigrams go together leaving 
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very little space for the truth 

6. ferment: (d) excitement, unrest. 

—The country was in a state of ferment when bond: blasts 
rocked the dty of Bombay a few year ago. 

7. grizzle: (c) complain. 

—It is given to some children to gnade about someffimg or 
the other all the time. 

8. hireling: (b) servant, henchman, mercenary. 

—Each successful politician has a set of hirelings who are 
ever ready to speak their master's voice without any hitch or 
hesitation. j 

9. indigent: (d) poor j 

—Qieap books and magazines are printed on recycled news- * 

p-int and their cover designs are done by indigent unknown artists j 

10. jiggery-pockery: (d) mischief, tnekery I 

—^He began to suspect that some jiggery-pockery was going 
on in his office in his absence. 

11 lilliputian: (c) tiny, small 

—The minister was shown a model railway layout peopled 
with lilliputian figures 

12 maladroit: (b) clumsy, awkward, inept 

—^The negotiations ended in a deadlock because the han¬ 
dling of the same was maladroit from the very begmning 

13uioxious: (d) harmful, injurious. 

—The import of toxic waste should be banned because it 
contains so many noxious ingredients. 

14. obeisance: (n) obedience, deference. 

—It has been a tradition in India that juniors make obeisance 
to their elders or seniors. 

15. placate: (c) pacify, soothe. 

—The chairperson tailed to placate the agitated members 
present in the house 

16. rail (v): (a) protest, chide. 

—The workers were up in arms and railed at the new recruit¬ 
ment policy of the management. 

17. sanguine: (d) cheerful, confident, optimistic. 

—The critics of the New Economic Policy are least sanguine 
about its success in India. 

18. tip-toe: (c) walk carefully or quietly. 

—The mother tip-toed (ui ross) to ffie bed where the child lay 
asleq>. 

19. upstage; (b) overshadow, show up. 

—By making wild promises in their manifestos, political 
partis tried to upstage each offier. 

20 wangle: (d) extort, get, anange by trick. 

—Despite his ndserly nature. I'll try to wangle a contribution 
out of hun. 



Question Box 


Q. How is die poverty line calculated? 

—Mf Marhn, Aizawl (Mizokm) 
A. The Planning Commission has 
worked out a poverty Ime based on expen¬ 
diture on food with a miiumum of 2,400 
caknnes in rural areas and 2,100 calones m 
urban areas This is presently Rs 264 per 
niondi rural and Rs229 for viUages Fbrmore 
details see Compclihon Matbr, May '% 

Q. What is the difference between 
industry and factory? 

—Kmhna Chettri, Rothak fWi’st Sikkim) 
A An mdustry is usually referred to 
as braiKh of manufacture or pioduction 
collectively, such as coal or telecom mdus¬ 
try One uiut within an mdusby would be 
called a factory 

Q. 1 am a student of the ninth stan- 
d«rd. What should I do after my ICSE? 

—Shntatvpa Adhtkary, Si/igun (WB) 
A Choose a career of your choice and 
mterest There are many options open to 
you Ikllung with teachers or a counsellor 
will help you make up your mmd 

Q. In his book, K.). Alphons says diat 
bureaumts like him have a salary of Rs 
5,000 per month. Is this what lakhs of IAS 
aspirants compete for? Shouldn't the IAS 
officers be paid more? 

—Ritu Notda (U P) 
A A bureaucrat's salary hides many 
perks such as housing and free use of car 
If the market value of die rents and other 
expenses meurred on them are added, dieir 
salanes will no longer appear little IAS as¬ 
pirants look forward not only to these perks 
but also die power assodated widi dirnn 
Ultimately, eadi prohssion has its plus and 
mmi& pomts As to your question whether 
diey should be paid more^ thdr salaries 
have increased with time, butmany people 
feel diey are already overpaid. 


Q. What is 'stop prass'? 

—Dolam Sarkar, Sumbeda, Korajml 

A. When a news item is received m a 
newspaper which must be mcluded m the 
day's edition, it is put under the headmg 
'stqi press' smee there is no tune to give 
It a better display In these days of com¬ 
puter technology, 'stop press' has become 
almost non-existent 

Q. What is CTBT? What is India's 
stand on it? 

—Harikumar TK , Patfumnithitta 
(Kerala) 

A. The Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) is a treaty that proposes to 
ban nuclear testmg by ail countries India 
say the treaty is discnimnatory For more 
details, see Coinpetitm MigIct, Fdiruaty *96 

Q. What should a penon4o if one is 
unsuccessful in the Joint Entrance Exami¬ 
nation of engineering? 

—Anita Tagore, CalcutUi 

A No examinadon IS toe end of the 
world If one is unsuccessful, it pntoably 
means that one lacks aptitude for a pa^ 
hcular course One should try for better 
things m life 

Q. I am very depressed as I have a 
dry skin and it looks ugly in winten What 
should I do? 

—Bharat Kumar, Ambak Graft 

A Ihere IS notoing to feel depressed 
about Use a cold cream dunng wmters 
and your skm wiF no longer be ugly 

Q. Why do train bogies make a sound 
when movtog on rails? 

—M Kamesmn Rm, Hyderabad 

A. Rails usually have gaps to allow 
for expansion of railway tracks These are 
at regular mtervals. Whm train bogies pass 
on toese gaps, toey make a noise 


Q.HowshouldonegetomdepnMiai? 

—TK Misftni, Sundarpih (Orissa) 
A Depression a result of 
internalising feelings and thinkmg too 
deeply over matters One can avoid it by 
being with frimids and takmg part in out¬ 
door and ^up activities Ifd^resskmis 
severe, one should see a psychiatrist. 

Q. What is greenhouse effect? Is dC 
responsible for it? 

—^vde Anand, Vaithali (Bikar) 
A. When heat gets trapped in toe at¬ 
mosphere anda sultry chmate is produced. 
It is called greenhouse effect CFCs ate 
responsible for it, as well as emissions like 
carinn dioxide and methane. 

Q. What is a black box? 

—/ Ketaki, KHarnr (Onssa) 
A. Every tuiplane has a recording de¬ 
vice which records all that goes on inude 
the cockpit It is difficult to destroy, hi 
airaashes, toe black box comes m v&y 
usefol in ascertaiiung toe cause of toe crash. 

Q. What is toe di^rence between fax 
and e-mail? 

—V Rammurihy, Gudwada (AP) 
A Afaxtransmitsd^umentstorough 
telephone lines E-maU is communication 
between computers agam using telephone 
lines, m wtu^ messages are transmitted, 
not documents 

Q. What is meant when we say ihe 
nfrigerator is of 16$ litres capacity? 

—And Kumar, Jaipur (Rajasthan) 
A The internal space of the refrig¬ 
erator 

Q. Iwanttobea defence officer but can- 
notpasstoehlDAoi<JlSexam.Whatdioald 
Ido? 

—Rttjesh Jaswal, Kangra (HP) 


AUQUST'aa CX3MF>rrmONMIi6TEn 3a 




OIJsGIIVE'Tm tcSIS 


Quantitative Aptitude 

Uttar Pradesh Subordinate Selection Board Exam held on 19th May, 1996 


1. 2,4,6,8,10,12,16.an: 

(a) natural numbers (b) odd natural numbers 

(c) even natural numbers (d) prime numbers 

2. Fmd the missing number in the given aeries. 


4,9.,25,36 


(a) 14 
3.,|, 

(b) 18 

(c) 16 

(d) 20 

Wl| 


(c)«| 

(d)2^ 


15 

= 7 


4 

‘3 



2 

^ .5- 5 - 




3 3 




2 1 




5^3 



{«) 2^^ 


10 

(d) None 


5. 41.59 X 41.59 + 58 41 x 58.41 + 83.18 x 58 41 =• ? 

(a) 20 (b) 50 (c) 90 (d) W 

6 Find the least number which when divided by 8,9, 
12 and 14 leaves remainder 4 in each case; but when divided 
by 11, leaves no remainder; 


(a) 504 

(b) 508 

(c) 

1008 

(d) 1012 

7. The LCM of 24,30,56,70 IS- 


(a) 6n0 

(b) 480 

(c) 

840 

(d) noneofthesie 

8. VTiT + 

VlOOO - 

Vl210 = ’ 


(n) 0 

(b) 1 

(c) 

2 

(d) 3 

9. = 

7 




(«) 2x^ 

(b) 2x'' 

(f) 

Tx” 

(d) 5x' 


10. The average age of 5 boys is 18 years and a new boy 
joins them by which average becomes 19 years. Then the age 
of the new aimer is: 

(fl) 20yrs (b) 22yrs (c) 24yrs (if) 30yrs 

11. A man walks from one place to another at the rate of 
5km/hr and returns at the rate of 3km/hr. Then the average 
speed m whole of the journey is: 

(a) 3^ km/hr (b) 3 km/hr 

4 

(f) 5 km/hr (d) none of these 

12. 7 years ago, the average age of a family of 5 members 
was 25 years. Two children havmg been bom. Th«i die 
average age of the family is 1 year less than the previous 
average. What is tttb present age of the two children if the 
difference between thdr ages is 2 years? 

(a) 5 years,3years (b) 7yrs,5yrs , 

(c) 9yrs,7yrs (d) nirne of these 

13. A student has to secure 40% marks to pass. If he gets 


20 marks and fails by 20 marks; then maximum marks are; 

(a) 30 (b) 40 (c) 80 (d) 100 

14, What per cent of 40 18 8? 

(a) 5% (b) 10% (c) 155% (d) 20% 

15. When 75% of a number is added to 75, then die result 
IS the nunrdier agam. The number is given by: 

(a) 100 (b) 200 (c) 250 (d) 300 

16 95% of students were present in a school and 18 
students were absent Then the total number of students is: 

(a) 400 (b) 500 (c) 550 (d) none of these 

17. In an election, 4000 votes were polled and one of the 
two candidates got 40% votes. Then by how many votes he 
was defeated? 

(a) 1200 (b) 1600 (c) BOO (d) nrnie of these 

18. In an examination 705'i> candidates passed in English, 
65% in Mathematics and 27% failed in both subjects and 248 
candidates passed in both the subjects. Then the number of 
total students appeared in the examination is given by: 

(a) 300 (b) 400 (c) 500 (d) 600 

19. HowmuchteaatRs4a)uiogramshouldbeaddedto 
15 kilograms of tea at Rs 10 per kg so as to make the mixture 
worth Rs 6.50 per kg? 

(a) 21kg (b) 16 kg (c) 4 kg (d) 10 kg 

20 40 litres of a mixture of milk and water contains 10% 
of water How mudh water must be added to make the water 
20% in the new mixture? 

(a) 5 litres (b) 3 litres (c) 9 litres (d) 11 litres 

21 A fruit>seller purchased 1(X) oran^ for Rs 80. If 20 
of them are rotten, then at what price he mould sell the re^ i 
of the oranges to have 25% profit^ 

(a) Rs 1.00 per orange (b) Rs 1.20 per orange ' 

(c) Rs 1.25 per orange (d) Rs 1.50 per orange 

22. A busmessman gets 40% proht on the marked pnoe. | 

He sells ^ of the total goexis at the marked price and on the ^ 

rest he gives 30% discount. Calculate his loss or pn^t per { 
cent’ 

(a) Loss = l% (b) Profit = 1% 

(c) Loss = 2% (d) Profit = 2% 

23. At what price must a sht^keeper mark his goods ! 
which costs him Rs. 3000, so that after alkiwing a discount of 
25% cm this price for cash, he may still make a profit of 10%? 

(a) Rs3600 (b) Rs4000 (r) Rs4400 (d) Rs4800 

24. By selling 25 metres of cloth, a shupkraper gains 
equal to the selling price of 5 metres. Fmd his gain per cent. 

(a) 20% (b) 25% (c) 40% (d) 50% 

25. The compound interest on Rs 10,000 for 2 years at 5% 
per annum is; 

(a) RslOOO (b) Rsl025 

(c) Rsl030 (d) ncme of these 

26. A certain sum of money is invested at 5% inteiee^ 
compounded annually for 3 years. If the interest cranputies to 

I Rs 2522, then tile prmdpal is: 
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(tf) Rsmooo (6) Rs 13,000 

(c) Rs 16,000 (d) Rs 15762.50 

27. A sum of money put out at compound interest 
amounte in 2 years to Rs 16,900 and in 3 years to Rs 17,576. 
Then the rate m interest and the original sum axe: 

(«) 4% and Rs 15625 (b) 5% and Rs 15625 

(c) 3% and Rs 15625 (<f) 6% and Rs 16676 

28. In a garrison, food was sufficient for 400 men for 10 
days. 200 men left the garrison after 2 days. Find for how 
many days, food will last for the remaining men? 

(a) l5days (b) 16 days (c) 18 days (d) 17 days 

29. Divide Rs 4700 among F, Q and R such that P gets Rs 

700 more than Q and Q gets ^ more than R. 

(a) Rs 2200, Rs 1500, Rs 1000 

(b) Rs 2000, Rs 1700, Rs 1000 

(c) Rs 1500, Rs 2000, Rs 1200 

(d) none of these 

30. IVo numbers are in the ratio of 5:8. If 12 be added 
to each, then they are in the ratio of 3:4. The value of the first 
number is; 

(fl) 15 (b) 10 (c) 5 (d) none of these 

31. Divide Rs 81 in X, Y, Z such that — of X's share, ^ of 

Y's riiate and ^ of Z's share are equal. Then X's share is; 

(a) RslO (6) Rsl5 (c) Rsl8 (d) Norte of these 
32 A bag contains rupee-coins, SO-paise coins and 25- 
paise coins in the ratio 2:3:10 and their total value is Rs 72. 
Then the total number of coins is: 

(a) 100 (b) 120 

(c) 180 id) none of these 

33. If 8 men would take 75 days to do a piece of work, 
then how many men will do this work in 40 days? 

(a) 10 (h) 15 (c) 20 (d) noneoffit^ 

34. Ram can do a piece of work in 5 days and Shyam can 
fiitish the same work in 10 days. In how many days both 
working together will firush the same work? 


(a) 3|days 


(b) 2|day$ 

(d) noneofftiese 


(c) 4jday8 

35. P, Q and R separately can do * piece of work ift 6 
days, 8 days and 10 (»ys respectively. They undertordc to 
firiiah a work for Rs 470. How snould they divide dw money? 

(fl) Rs 200,150,120 (6) RslM, 170,110 

(c) Rs 180,160,130 (d) norteofthe^ 

36. If the diameter of a circle is increased by 100, then its 
area is increased by: 

(a) 100% (b) 200% (c) 300% (d) 400% 

37. A circle of radius 10 cm has its radius decreased by 4 
cm. Then dw percentage of decrease in area is: 

(a) 36% (b) 40% (c) 64% (d) none of these 

38. A computer was hired by Atul, Hari^ and \0nay 
and they used it for 5,6 and 9 days respectively. Its total rent 
was Rs. 24000. The amount paid by Harish is: 

(a) Rs6000 (b) Rs7200 (c) Rs 10,800 (d) RslOSO 

39. If a man has Rs 60 which is a sum of one rupee, 50 

S aise and 25 paise in the ratio of 5 :6:8 then the nutnber of 
1 paise coins is; 

(a) 30 (b) 48 (c) 36 (d) 37 

40. If the hands of the clock coincide on every 64 minutes 

then the loss per day is_. 

(a) 96 minutes (b) 36 minutes 

(c) 9Q minutes (d) 32 minutes 

41. TVo pipes P and Q can fill a cistern in 24 minutes and 
32 minutes respectively. If both the pipes are opened together, 
then after how much time should Q Ik closed so that the tank 
is full in 18 minutes 

(a) 6 minutes (b) 12mmutes 

(c) 8 minutes (d) 10 minutes 

42. If the breadth of a rectangular fidd is 2/3rd of its 
length and its perimeter is 160 m, then its area is: 

(a) 1536 sqm (b) 1546 sqm 

(c) 1636 sqm (d) f6468qm 


Dirtctions (Q. 43 to 47): Rmd the follotving tttbk and anstixr the questions that follow. 


Subtects 

1 Hindi 

Ens 

mai 

Maths 

Civics 

Economics I 

Year 

No. 

% Passed 

No. 

% Passed 

No 

% Passed 

No. 

% Passed 

No. 

% Passed 

1990 

120 

45 

121 

51 

117 

40 

135 

40 

113 

63 

' 1991 

96 

50 

113 

53 

193 

47 

139 

52 

119 

64 

1992 

' 115 

64 

150 

67 

107 

40 

145 

45 

160 

40 

J993 

119 


180 

55 

mm 

65 

141 

55 

121 

51 

1994 

121 

63 

77 

60 

120 

60 

147 

53 

145 

60 

1995 

124 

57 

111 

65 

173 

61 

161 

54 

177 

65 


43. In how many years the % of students passed in all 
the subjects is more than 50%? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 ic) 4 id) 1 

44. What is the % decrease m the no. of students passed 
in Mathematics from 1993 to 1994? 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

45. What is the difiference in the no. of students passed 
in Economics in 1992 and 1994? 

(a) 21 (b) 23 (c) 27 (d) 33 

46. In which year (he no. of students passed in Hindi is 
exactly equal to the no. of students passed in Civics? 


(a) 1990 (b) 1992 (c) 1993 (d) 1994 

47. What is die % increase in the no. of students in 
English from 1992 to 1993? 

(a) 22 (b) 20 (c) 15 (d) 30 

48. Area of a drcle increases by 22 cm^ when radius is 
increased by 1 cm. Then the original radius is; 

va) 6cm (b) 31an (Q 3cm (d) ntmeofthese 

49. Dinanath invested 40% of his salary on food, 50% of 
the renudning on education, and 10% of the remaining on 
other requirements. Now he is left with Rs 540. What is his 
annual swry? 
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(a) IU2000 {b} RS24000 (c) Rs 12000 (d) Rs6000 
50. A lectangx^r pieoe ot paper 12 cm long and 3 cm 
wide is rolled to mrm a cylinder. What will be the radius of 
the cylinder? 

(a) ^cm (b) ^cm (c) ^cm (d) 27tcm 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1.(0 2.(0 2 ^, 32 . 4^,52 62 

« 3 . 5. 4 1 3 3 5 3 18 + 10-V 

’•“> 2 * 8 ’' 3 - 2’'2 = 2 ^ 6-4 - 5 “ 

19 .7_ 
“ 12 “ 12 


5_ ‘ 

3 

I T 

T^T 


( 4 - 


3^ K 


- 4 - 


10 . (0 
11 . («) 
12- («) 


13. (d) 

14. (d) 


1.5 30 

S —— j- 

49 49 
2 

Let 41.59 = a, 58.41 =b 

axa+bxb+(2 x a)x b = (a+b)2 (4159 + 58.41)2 ^ ^qqZ 

L.C.M.of8,9,12,14 = 504 

504 X1 + 4 = 508 not divisible by 11 

504 X 2 + 4 = 1012 which is divisible by 11 

VTO + ^102 xTo- 3/112 X10 =Vl0 +10 >7T0 - 11 a/ 10 
= (1+ 10-11) Vl0 = 0xVl0 = 0 

10 a4 « 4 

—2- = 2x” = 2x 

Ageerfnewcomer = 19x6'18 x 5 = 114 - 90 = 24 yrs 

■ 3f to/h 

Total age of 5 members 7 years ago = 25x 5=125 yrs 
Total present age ofSmethbers =125+7x5=160 years 
Total present age of 7 members w7x(25-1)»168 years 
Total age of 2 children = 168 -160 = 8 years 
A.T.S. x + (x + 2) = 8=»x = 3 
Present age of younger child = 3 years 
Pr e s e n t age of ekhff child = 3 + 2 = 5 years 
40%ofx«20 + 20 s*x-100 

x% of 40 ■ 8 •jjg X 40 ■ 8 ■* X « 20 


15. (d) 75%ofx + 7S= xor^xx + 75 = x=»x = 300 

16. (d) 95%ofx + 18*xarx-^|^al8s^x = 360 

17. (c) The winning candidate got (100 - 40)% (>. 60 % votes 

Diff. = 60%-40% = 20% 

Reqd. no. of votes = 20% of 4000 = 800 votes 

18. (8) Car^idates failed in English = (100 - 70)% a 30% 

Candidates failed in Maths = (100 - 65)% = 35% 
Candidates failed in English or Maths or boHi 
n (Au B) i n (A) + n (B) - n (A nB)=30 + 35 - 27 a 38 
Candidates pas^ in both the subjects 
a 100-38=62% 62% of x = 248 or x = 400 

19. (a) R8 4/kg Rs 10/kg 

^lis6.50/^ 

3.56* ^.50 

Ratio 3.50:2.50 = 7:5 = 21:15 

21 kg of tea at Rs 4/kg should be added to 15 kg cd 

tea at Rs 10/kg 

20. (a) Total quantity of water in the mixture = 10% of 40=4/ 

Let water added be x litres 
20 

A.T.S. (40 + x) - x = 4=»x = 5 

12*; 

21. (c) S.P.of80oranges = 80x|^ = Rsl00 

S.P. of 1 orai^ a ~ = Rs 125 

22. (d) Let C.P. a Rs 100 .-. M.P. = Rs 120 . 

<•. S.P. of ^ goods a 60, 

€P. of other half = 60 x = 42 

Total ^ a 60 + 42 a Rs 102 

Prcrfit = 102-100 = 2 Profit % = 2% 

23. (c) S.P. a 3000 X 1^ = 3300 

Let M.P. be Rs 100 S.P. = 100 - 25 = 75 

If S.P. is Rs 75 then M.P. = Rs 100 

If S.P. is Rs 33(JD then M.P. x 3300 = Rs 4400 

24. (8) Let S.P. of 1 m = Re 1 .•. S.P. of 25 m of cloth = Rs 25 

.-. Gain = Rs 5 .-. C.P. = 25- 5 = 20 

Gain%»^xl00 = K 

25. (8) C.L = 10000[(l+j|j)2-l] = 10000{(|i)2-ll 

= 10000 x-^jr a 1025 
400 

.26. (c) 2522 a p [(1 + X)3 _ ij ...p^Rs 16000 
27. (a) 17576aP(l+-j^)® 

16900» P(1 +-~)^ .*. ^^ ^00^ 

*^^'^100^- 16900 

P(l+-jgg) 
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, R 17576 D AO/ 
"^ 100 “ 16900 °*'*^"^ " 


25 Z5 


28. (b) Men days 

400 {10-2) = 8 

(400-200) X 
Inverse Variation 
400 X 

200 8 

29. (a) Let R's share be Rs x .•. Q's share = x + 500 

P's share = x + 500 + 700 = x +1200 

A.T.S. X +1200 + X + 500 + X = 4700 x = 1000 

Q's share = 1000 + 500 = Rs 1500 

R's share 1000 + 1200 = Rs 2200 

30. (fl) Let the nos be5x,8x 

AT.S. f^'*^V? = 7 lstno. = 5x3 = 15 

8 x +12 4 

, . X’s share Y'sshaic Z'sslmre , , 

31. (c) — - -=- - -—-:rx(say) 

X's share = 2x, Y's share = 3x, Z's share = 4x i 
2x + 3x + 4x = 81 =» X = 9 j 

X's share -2x = 2x9 = Rsl 8 r 

32. (c) Let the no. of 1 Re coins be 2x, no of 50 parse coins be 

3x and no. of 25 paise coins = 10 x 
.-. 100 x 2x + 50 x 3x + 25xl0x = 7200 
X = 12 .•. No. of coins = 2x 4 3x + lOx = 15 x 

= 15x12=180 

33. (b) Days Men 

75 8 Inverse vanation 

75 jc 75x8 

40 X 7 ;;~Qorx = —77— - 15 men 

40 8 40 

34. (fl) Work done by both m one day = 5 ^ ~ ~ 

.•. Both working together will finish the work in 
Ie,3 ^ days 

1 1 1 

35. (fl) Raho of their one day's woik = - -. — = 20.15.12 

6 o lU 

P's share = X 470 = Rs 200 

Q'sshare = ^x470 = 150 

R's share = ^ x 470 = Rs 120 

36. (r) Let the origmal diameter be 2r, radius = r 

100 

Increased diameter = 2r 4 x 2r = 4» 

.*. Radius = 2r 

Increase in area = n (2r)^ - rcr^ = 3 rir^ 

3xr^ 

%age increase in area = ~ x 100 = 300% 
nr 

37. (c) Decrease in area = jt(10)^-jt (10-4)^=1 OOji—^36=64b 

64b 

%age decrease = ^ 0 ^ x 100 = 64 

38. (b) Ratio of the amount paid by AtuL Hansh and Viney 


16900 ^ P (1 4 ^)^ or P = 16900 X g X ^ = 15625 


days 

(l()-2) = 8 


29. (fl) 


30. (fl) 


31. (c) 


32. (c) 


33. (b) 


34. (a) 


35. (fl) 


= 5:6:9 

Amount paid by Hansh = " - x 24000 
= Rs72(X) 

39. (c) Let the no. of one Re, 50 p, 25 p crans be 5x, 6x, 8x 

.% 5x xlOO 4 6x X 50 4 8x X 25 = 60{X) 

X = 6 

No. of 50 paise coins = 6x = 6x6 = 36 
64-60 

40. (fl) Loss per day = ——x 24 x 60 = 96 minutes 


41. (c) WorkdonebyPm 18mmutes = ^x 18 = I 

Remaining work ■= 1" ^ ^ 

1 1 
- of work will be done by Q in - x 32 = 8 minutes 

Q should be closed after 8 minutes 

42 (fl) UtL = x .• B = |x P = 2(La B) = 160m 


2(x4^x) = 160=»x=48 .• 1=48, 

B = ^ X 48 = 32 m .-. Area =■ 48 x 32 = 1536 sq m 
43. (b) 44 (c) 

45. (b) No of students passed in Economics in 1992 

No of students passed in Economics m 1994 

Difference = 87 - 64 = 23 

46. (a) No. of students passed in Hindi in 1990 

"100 

No. of students passed in Civics in 1990 

_1352c40_ 

~ 100 
30 

47. (b) Reqd. increase = x 100 = 20 

48. (c) K(r+l)^-Jir^ = 22orn({r4l/-r^] = 22 

,^4W2r-,J = 22x| = 7 ,,=3 

49. (fl) Let the annual salary be Rs 100 

Investment on food = Rs 40 .•. Remammg = Rs 60 

50 

Investment on education = x 60 = 30 

iUU 

Remaining = Rs 60 - 30 = Rs 30 

Investment cm ottier items = x 30 = Rs 3 

Remaining = 30 - 3 = 27 
100 

.*. Annual salary = ~ x 540 = Rs 2000 

50. (fl) 2nr = 3.-. r=^ 

3 

Radius =r- 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 

SSC Income Tax and Central EjKise bispedors’Exam held an 

the 28th Aprfl, 1996 


1. What forms the main theme of Ajanta paintings? 
Jfl) Jataka stories 

(h) Stories from Mahabharata 

(c) Stories horn Ramayana 

(d) Panchatantra stories 

2. Smallest State in the world in terms of area is: 

(e) Nauru (b) Monaco 

(c) Seychelles (d) Vatican 

3. ^rren Island is famous because it has; 

(<i) No population 

(b) No cultivation 

(c) Active volcano 

(d) Non-availabiiity of potable water 

4. Name the folk dance of Rajasthan: 

(a) Garba ~(b) Ghumar 

(c) Jhumar (d) Kathlik 

5. Match the ancient Indian Dynasty with the Capital 
from which it ruled; 

(1) Fallavas (a) Dhiilika 

(2) Chaiukyas (b) Kanchipuram 

(3) Hoysaias (c) Vatapi 

(4) Tomars (d) Dwarasamudra 

(fl) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c, 4-d 

(b) l-c,2-a,3-b,4-d 
.(c) l*b,2-c,3-d,4-a 

(d) l-d.2-a.3-c,4-b 

6. Briti^ shifted the Imperial Capital from Calcutta to 
Delhi in; 

(a) 1905 (b) 1909 

^c) 1911 (d) 1914 

7. What name is given to the designs drawn by the 
women of Tamil Nadu on ftieir fltxirs and thresholds using 
pastes and powders? 

(a) Madna (b) Aipana 

(c) Kolam ^ (d) Rangoli 

8. The State of Indian Union, which will rankloweston 
the basis of population residing in its teniu^ry, is: 

(fl) Manipur 

(b) MegMaya 
Sfld^ 

(d) Mizoram 

9. The State of Indian Union, which is best suited for 
growth of some of the rarest Orchids, is: 

(a) Himachal Prade^ 

^ (b) Arunadwl Pradesh 

(c) Gartiwal region of Uttar Pradesh 

(d) Nagaland 


10. In the -Battle of Wandiawash of 1760, ftte English 
defeated: 

(a) The Dutd<k , (b) The French 
(c) The Germans (d) The Portuguese 

11. \^o was foe auftior of Unto 77ds Last? 

(a) Bonceref (b) Tolsh^ 

^(c) Ruddn ((Q Thoreau 

12. Which is the middle tier of Panchayatillai in indid? 

(a) Zila Paris^d 

(b) GramSabha 

(c) Gram Panchayat 

(d) Pandiayat Samiti 

13. No person can be employed in factorie;^ or mines, 
unless he is above foe age of: 

(a) 12 years (b) 14 years 

.(c) 18y«irs (d) 20 years 

14. Ms Tansu Ciller was the Prime Minister of; 

(a) Indonesia (b) Iceland 

W Turkey (d) Latvia 

15. Name foe artist who started his career as painter of 
cinema posters; 

(a) SatishGiqral 
.„(b) M.F. Hussain 

(c) Paramjit Singh 

(d) Ganesh Pyne 

16. When a constant force is applied to a body it moves 
with uniform: 

, (a) Momentum 

(b) Velocity 

(c) Speed 

(d) Acceleratirm 

17. Which one of foe fcdlowir^ is an item included in die list 
of Fundamental Duties of an Indian citizen in foe Ccmstittdian: 

(a) To practice secularism 

,(b) To devdqp scientific temper, humanism and foe 
spirit of equity and reform 

(c) To pay all taxes to government regularly and 
coTTectly 

(d) Not to assault any public servant during the p 0 ^ 
formance of his duties 

18. The silvered surface of foermos fla^ prevents tians* 
ferofheetby: 

Conduction 

(b) Convectim 

(c) Reflection 

(d) Radiation 

19. Soil waste dispostd should be done by: 

(a) Sanftaiyhmd^ 
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(b) Incineration 

(c) Composting 

(rf) All the above three 

20. Smog is a common poiluntant in places having ex¬ 
cessive amount in the air o£ 

Sulphixr dioxide (b) Ammonia 

(c) Nitrogen (d) Oxygen 

21. The price system ensures; 

(a) Efficiency in production 

(b) Equity in distribution 

(c) Allocaticm ot gcxxis to those who can pay tor it 

(d) Optimum utilization of resources 

22. Whi(^ of the following pairs of commodities is an 
example of substitute goods? 

(a) Pen and Irik 

(b) Left shoe and Right shoe 

(c) Mustard oil and Coconut oil 

(d) Gold and Water 

23. Which one of the following could best be regarded as 
an 'entrepreneur'? 

(it) A bank maruiger 

(b) A football club manager 

(c) A sales girl m a dress shop 

(d) A grain merchant 

24. Which one of the following crops is sown for green 
manuring? 

(a) Arhar (b) Urad 

(c) Gram (d) Peas , 

25. New Industrial Policy resolution of 1991 proposed: 

(a) Abolition of all industrial licensing 

(b) Direct Foreign Investment upto 51% equity m 
priority industries 

(c) Foreign Technology agreements on the ment of 
individual cases 

(d) Conversion of public sector enterprises to private 
enterprises 

26. Which one of the following represent the dark, thick 
rain clouds? 

(a) Cirrus (b) Cumulonimbus 

(c) Cumulus (d) Stratus 

27. The Rashtrakuta king who constructed the famous 
Rock-cut Siva temple at Ellora was: 

(a) Oantidurga (b) GovindalU 

(c) Amoghavarsha (d) Krishna I 

28. "Portfolic^anagement" means an effort to: 

(a) Mimmize tax liability 

(b) Maximize yield wiffi safety of financial invest¬ 
ments 

(c) Raise loans in accordance with needs of the bor¬ 
rowing company 

(d) Raising loans at least possible interest cost 

29. Milk lacks in one important nutrient—^which? 

(a) Calcium (b) Ircxi 

(c) Potassixun (d) Protein 

30. Tube lij^t works on the principle of: 

(a) Chemical effect of current 

(b) Heating e£hct of cummt 

(c) Magnetic effect of aurcnt 

(d) Discharge of electridty duough gases 


31. Cooking gas 1 $ a mixture of: 

(a) Carbon monoxide and Carbon dioxide 

(b) Butane and Propane 

(e) Methane and Ethyltme 

(d) Carbon dioxide and Oxygpn 

32. In India the largest single item of current Govern¬ 
ment expendituiu is: 

(ft) Defence expenditure 
' (b) Interest payment on debt 
[cf Payment of subsidies 
{d) ln\ estment in social overheads 

33. Diamond Hai bour was recently in the news beca use. 

(a) A large quantity of diamonds smuggled through 
the place was confiscated 

(b) A new diamond mine has been discovered 

(c) A new ship was launched from this place 

(d) Total solai eclipse was witnessed in October 1995 

34. An iceberg is floating tn sea How much of its mass 
will remain above the surface of watei ’ 

^ (it) One tenth (b) One fifth 

(c) One fourth (d) One third 

35. To whom are the fundamental rights under the In¬ 
dian Constitution guaranteed? 

(a) Everybixiy m India 

(b) Indian Citizens everywhere 

(c) All legal entities 

(d) All adult humans in India 

36. What IS the width of a football goaP 

(a) 20 feel (b) 22 feet 

fc) 24 feet (d) 26 feet 

37. With which of the following is the writ of "habeas 
corpus" assiKiated with? 

(a) Production of persons before the court 

(b) Releasing a person under arrest on bail 

(c) Quashing the order of an administrative 
authonty 

(d) An order to enfoice freedom of expression 

38. What is the minimum escape veloaty—-the speed 
necessary to counter earth's gravity and to break away from 
earth info outer space—required for a rocket to be launched 
info space? 

(a) 5 km per second 

(b) 6 km per second 

(c) 11 km per second 

(d) 20 km per second 

39. Leakage of Methyl isocyanate caused the biggest 
industrial disaster a few years ago. What was the industrial 
plant manufacturing where the leakage occurred? 

(a) Fertiliser 

(b) Pesticides 

(c) Storage batteries 

(d) Pharmaceuticals 

40. Who is credited with advancement of miaaiie tedi- 
nology in India? 

(a) DrR. Ramanna 

(b) Dr A.P.). Abdul Kalam 

(c) t>rU.R.Rao 

(d) Dr VS. Anmachaiam 

41. In which of the lakes is "Lake Palace" located? 
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(b) Wttkr (6) Pidtola 

(c) Penyu (d) Oulka 

42. Which of the following has the hipest upper limit of 
audible range? 

(a) Dog ib) Bat 

(c) Man (d) Whale 

43 Who among the following was famous for estab¬ 
lishing an elaborate system of municipal administration'^ 

(a) Chandragupta Maurya 

(b) Chandragupta Vikramaditya 

(c) Harshavardhana 

(d) Kanishka 

44 Through which orw of the following countries the 
equator does not pass? 

(a) Tanzarua (b) Kenya 

(c) Zaire (d) Uganda 

45 The moving ^int behmd setting up the Central 
Hindu School at Baturas which later on grew into the 
Banaras Hmdu University was 

(a) Panditha Ramabai 

(b) Ra)aram Mohan Roy 

(c) Mrs Annie Besant 

(d) VidvaSagar 

46 The following is a listmg of towns/cities Which 
luting u m the order of increasing latitudes? 

(a) Belgaum-Dharwar-Raichur-Kumool 

(b) Dharwar-Kumool-Belgaum-Raichur 

(c) KumooIrPaichur-Dharwar-Belgaum 

(d) Raichur-Belgaum-Kumool-Dharwar 

47 Which Article of the Conshtuhon of India accords 
special status to jammu and Kariinur? 

(a) 324 (b) 311 

(c) 370 (d) 356 

48 Which amidst the followmg countries has the largest 
number of pet^le of Indian Ongm'^ 

(a) Malaysia (b) Fi}i 

(c) Guyana (d) South Africa 
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ENGUSH LANGUAGE 

UPSC Exam for Recruitment of Administrative Officers in Empioyees* 
State Insurance Corporation heid on 17th December, 1995 


USAGE 

Splitting' Enron (Items 1 to 10) 
Directions: 

(i) In this section 6 sentences are 
given. Each sentence has three parts, 
indicated by (a), (b) and (c). Read each 
sentmce to find out whether there is an 
error. If you find an error in any one of 
the parts (a), (b) or (c), indicate your 
response by blackening the letter re¬ 
late to that part in the Answer Sheet 
provided. If a sentence has no error, 
indicate this by blackening 'd' which 
stands for "No error". 

(ii) Errors may belong to grammar, 
usage or idiom. Examples P and Q have 
been solved for you. 

P. My friend and myself(A) study 
togedrer(i>) during holidays(c). No 
errc)r(d). 

Q. The rice from Dehradun is(a) 
more superior(b) to that of Saharan- 
pur(c). No error(d). 

Solution: 

The correct answer for P is 'd' be¬ 
cause the sentence has no mistake. The 
correct answer for Q is 'b' because the 
mistake in the sentence is in the part 
carrying the letter 'b'. 

Now attempt items 1 to 10. 

1. Since Iw has losthisonly son in 
a recent train accident(a) he now 
wants(li) to dispose of all his proper- 
ty(c). No error(d). 

2. Girish lives(A) to the next 
door(ii) to my friend(c). No error(d). 

3. 1 am a£raid(a) you have mis¬ 
taken me(b) as my brother(c). No 
error(d). 

4. There is no dearth(a) of 
talent5(b) in our country(c). No error(d). 

5. At last the captain had said(A) 
"Wb are not going to surrender(b) to the 
aborigines of the forest"(c). Noenor{d). 

6. You should not loose your 
temper so quickly(a). You should be(b) 
a little more patient(c). No error(d). 

7. It is already late(a) and unless 
you don't hurry(l») you will not catch 
die train(c}. No errorfd). 

8. I never see him wasting his 
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time(A) since he joined this ofiice(l;) as a 
clerk two years ago(c). No erxorid). 

9. This book(A) is different 
than(b) the one I bought(c}. No error(d). 

10. Scarcely had the bell rung(a) 
than the student8(ii) rushed out of the 
building(c). No error(d). 

Sentence Improvement 

(Items 11 to 20) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are 
given three possible substitutions for 
the underling part. If one of them (a), 

(b) or (c) is better than the underlined 
part, indicate your response on the 
Answer Sheet against the corresptind- 
ing letter (a), (h) or (c). If none of the 
substitutions improve the sentence, in¬ 
dicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No 
improvement' response will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and 
S have been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) singed the 

(b) singed 

(c) sang a 

(<Q No improvement. 

S. 1 have already read this book 
twice. 

(a) I already twice have read this 
book. 

(b) 1 twice have already read 
this book. 

(c) I have twice already read 
this book. 

(d) No improvemait. 

Explanation: l^r item R, the correct 

sentence should read, "The young child 
sang a very sweet song", 'c' is therefore, 
the correct answer. 

It«n S is a correct sentence. None of 
the changes suggested will improve it. 
'd' is ther^re, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed. 


Now attempt items 11 to 20. 

11. If you find my book anywhere, 
please keep it on my table, can you ? 

(a) won't you 

(b) will you 

(c) shouldn't you 

(d) No improvement 

12. It is really difficult to stand up 
with the behaviour of some rela tives. 

(a) to stand with 
([;} to stand up 
(f) to put up with 

(d) No improvement 

13. lie did not know that you are 
busy. 

(a) have.been (b) will be 

(c) were 

(d) Noimpnwement 

14. It IS a great pity that he los t his 
both leip in the accident 

(a) his all legs 

(b) both his legs 

(c) his two legs 

(d) No improvement 

15. He behaved cowardly . 

(a) like a aiwarH 

(b) with cowardice 

(c) in cowardly manner 

(d) No improverrufnt 

16. 1 kxik forward to hear from 

you . 

(a) to hear you 

(b) to hearing from you 

(c) to hearing you 

(d) No improvement 

17. Only by shouting at the top of 
his voice he was able to make himself 
heard. 

(a) he were able to 

(b) was he able to 

(c) were he able to 

(d) No improvement 

18. No sooner the police arrived 
than the thieves took to tneir heels. 

(a) No sooner the police arrive 

(b) No sooner did the police ar¬ 
rive 

(c) As soon as the police arrived 

(d) No improvement 

19. With the new industrial policy, 
all my plans have been set at not. 

(a) set at naught 


(b) set at nought 

(c) set at knot 

{d) Mo improvement 

20. I don't want to run any risk; I 
want a ft^prwf method. 

(a) fml proof 

(b) foul-proof 

(c) fully proved 

(d) No improvement 

Syncmyms (Itans 21 to 25) 

Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are under¬ 
lined. You may also find only a group of 
words which is underlined. For each 
underlined part, four words/phrases 
are listed below. Choose the word 
nearest in meaning to the underlined 
part and blacken the corresponding 
space on the Answer Sheet. 

Example 'F' is solved for you. 

E. His style is quite t ransparent . 

(a) verbtise Jb) involved 

(c) lucid (d) witty 

Cxplanalwn. In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" IS nearest in meaning to the 
word "transparent" So 'c' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 21 to 25. 

21. It was a paradoxial statement. 

(a) incoinprehensible 

(b) inexplicable 

(c) contradictory 

(d) confusing 

22. The distinctive contribution of 
a region with its tradition and culture is 
invaluable and must be preserved. 

(aj~ useless 
(f>> commendable 
(c) appreciable 
{d) priceless 

23. 1 heard incoherent sounds of 
lamentahon when I passed by the man¬ 
sion. 

(a) wailing 

(b) confusing 

(c) unmtelligible 

, (d) pathetic 

24. And zones have a chronic 
shortage of water. 

(a) Hot (b) Tropical 

(c) Humid (d) Dry 

25. The audience was very 
boisterous . 

(a) noisy (b) restive 

(c) restfol (d) calm 

Antonyms (Items 26 to 30) 
Directions: 

In this section each item consists of 
a wend or a phrase which is underlined 


in the sentence given. It is followed by 
four words or phrases. Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to foe op¬ 
posite in meaning of foe underling 
word of phrase. Example 'F' has been 
solved far you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(n) lazy 

(b) active 

(c) indecent 

(d) casual 

Explanation: The word which is 
nearest to the opposite in meaning to 
foe underlined word "smart" is "lazy". 
So 'a' is foe correct answer. 

Now attempt items 26 to 30. 

26. After meeting the holy man, 
his nagging mood of diffidence sud¬ 
denly changed. 

(a) contentment 

(b) consternation 

(c) confusion 

(d) self-assurance 

27. Many snakes are innocucnis . 

(a) poisemous (b) harmful 

(r) deadly (d) ferocious 

28. Recession causes unemploy¬ 
ment. 

(a) Education 
(^) Inflation 
(r) Poverty 

(d)^ Computerisation 

29. The two girls are always 
together. There is a great affinity be¬ 
tween them. 

(a) sympathy (b) antipathy 

(c) empathy (d) apathy 

30 The delib«ate suavity of Dev's 
behaviour made the emotions of the 
audience volatile. 

(a) impetuosity 

(b) politeness 

(c) stupidity 

(d) pleasantness 
SELECTING WORDS 
(Items 31 to 40) 

Directions: 

In the following passage at certain 
points you are given a choice of three 
words—one of which is most ap¬ 
propriate. Choose foe best word out of 
the three. Mark foe letter, viz., 'a', ‘b’, or 
'c' relating to this word cm your Aitswer 
Sheet. Examples 'K' and 'L' have been 
solved for you. 

K. The river has been 

(a) rising 

(b) raising 

(c) arising 
ail night. 


L. We built foe raft 

(a) too strong 

(b) very Strang 

(c) stremg enough 
to hold us. 

Out of foe list given in 'K' only 
"rising" is the ccmrect wc»rd because a 
river cannot be raised, it rises on its 
own. So 'a' is foe ccjrrecrt answer for 
item 'K'. For item 'L', Y is the correci 
answer. In order to solve these items 
you have to first read the whole sen¬ 
tence and then decide what is the most 
appropriate word in the given cemtext. 
Now attempt items 31 to 40. 

This is essentially an age of sciencx 
and technological development. Thii 
technological development goes ahead 
wifo an ever increasing tempo and il 
wilt no doubt affect the lives of mer 
and, perhaps, may end up in theii 
deaths. In many ways, it results in a 

31. (a) tremendous 

(b) remarkable 

(c) little 

advance and we can say with assurancx 
that many of the problems of 

32. (a) a country's 

(b) an old 

(c) our 

society, namely, those of foexi, clothing 
housing and h^th services and all tha 
a 

33. (a) poOT 

(b) living 

(c) human 

being requires, are capable of soluticn 
today. There is enough in the world fo 
all and more. Therefore, foe old 

34. (a) type 

(b) cause 

(c) way 

of conflict no Icmger exists. Yet, 

35. (a) everything 

(b) nothing 

(c) something 

is lacking. The fact is that this tech 
nological age has brought greater am 
flicts 

36. (a) wifo 

(b) on 

(c) in 

its train in spiteof its promise of puttin; 
an end to conflicts. 

37. (a) Here 

(b) There 

(c) This 

again is a great contradiction, for 

38. (a) disregarding 

(b) against 

(c) notwifostandir^ 
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the continuous talk of peaceful 
progress, cooperation and mutual un- 
derstanding among nations, we 

39. (a) plan 
lb) move 
(c) work 

in contrary directions. Our knowing 
one anoth» more, iitstead of making 
eadi of US understand and appreciate 
each other; often 

40. (A) maintains 

(b) increases 

(c) brinra 

dislike of the other. How can we get 
over these contradictions? 

COMPREHENSION 
(Item 41 to 55) 

Directions: 

In this section you have four short 
passages. After ea^ passage you will 
nnd several questions based on the pas¬ 
sage. First, read Passage I, and answer 
the questions based on it. Then go on to 
the other passages. Examples I and J are 
•ovled few you. 

Passage 

In our approwh to Ufe, be it prag- 
nutic or othnwise, a basic foct that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenly is 
die desire for peace, security and happi¬ 
ness. Diffnent forms of life at difimnt 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizois of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human beings or 
to die lower groups such as animals, all 
beings prixn^y seek peace, condort 
uid security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life. 

, Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is diat 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levds of existence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of ul living 
beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one ot the following as- 
' sumptions or steps is essential in 

developing die author's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(h) The W01 to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a 
desire fm peace 


(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life, and pain 
and death 

Explanation. 

The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the duef goals of all living 
beings', which is le^onse (c) So't' is 
the correct answer 

The best assumptum underlying 
the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a desire for 
peace', which is response (b). So 'b' is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 41 to 55. 
Passage I 

Her nose began to redden at the 
diought of her husband, who would, 
she felt certain, be partaking of their 
present joy from somewhere 
benevolently above Mrs Rupa Mehra 
believed, of course, m reincarnation, 
but at moments of excrational senti¬ 
ment, she imagined that the late 
Raghubir Mehra still inhabited the 
form in which she had known him 
when he was alive, the robust, cheerful 
form of his early forties. 

41. Mrs Rupa Mehra's 'nose began 
to redden at the thought of her 
husband' as she felt 

(a) happy (b) excited 

(c) sentimental (iQ bashful 

42. Mrs Rupa Mehra felt certain 
that her husband 'would be partaking 
of the present joy' because 

(a) he was scheduled to come 
back from abrc»d before die 
joyous occasion 

(b) he would recover from his 
illness b^re ^ occasion 

(c) he would be away but would 

manage everyming from 
there 

(d) he was sure to look down 
benevolently and bleSs the 
occasion horn heaven above 

43. When Mrs Mehra is diinking 
of her husband's 'robust, cheerful form 
of his early forties', she evokes the 
memory of her husband as 

(a) the young bridegroom when 
he came to marry her in 1940 b 

(b) thehealdiyman whowasno 
k>i^r youngbut robust and 
active 

(c) a fat man past the prime of 
his life at die age of^fraty 

(d) a mature, successful and 
loving husband 


Passage n 

As more and more people have 
painful reasons to know, die press has a 
nasty kind of power, the same land of 
power abully has, that of hurting stHne- 
body smaller and weaker dian fumself. 
An individual's only defence against 
the press is the law of libel but consid¬ 
erable harm and much pain can be 
caused without TOuig so far as to com¬ 
mit an actionable libel. Journalists 
themselves have a horror of being inter¬ 
viewed, "written up", or even noticed 
by the press; diey imow too well horn 
their own experience how inept and 
cruel a distortion the result is likely to 
be—even in photographa—which, in 
the l 5 nng phrase, "cannot lie" 

44. Accordmg to the above pas¬ 
sage, which one of the following has 
caused considerable harm and much 
pain to more and more people? 

(a) Actionable litel 

(b) The power of a bully 

(c) The horror of being inter 
viewed 

(d) Inept and cruej distortions 

45. From the above passage, 
which one of the following defmitions 
of 'the law of libel' seems most correct? 

(a) Defamation of a person by 
wntten means 

(b) A nasty kind of power 

(c) What enables an mdividual 
to seek action against mis¬ 
representation 

(<f) What causes considerable 
harm and much pain 

46 According to (he passage, the 
expression 'Cannot lie' can be applied to 

(a) photographs alone 

(b) journalists alone 

(c) any kind of representaticm 

(d) thepower of abully alone 

47. Which one of the following 

statements best reflects the underlying 
tone of the passage'^ 

(a) Individuals have very little 
defence against the power of 
the press 

(b) Journalists create problems 
for themselves 

(c) The law of libel protects us 
against the power of the 
press 

(d) One should not hurt some¬ 
body weaker fiian oneself 


Balance Questions and complete 
answers uriB appear in Sept '96 issue. 
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Descriptive Questions 

BSRd Patna Clarioai Examination hold on the 24th March, 1996 


Self'Eioploymnit oppoitunities 
for yottui k women m 

Q. A large niunber of our population 
is in vUlages when then are no employ' 
ment opportunities for the youth and 
women. Suggest at least three effective 
measures to provide seif'employment op* 
portunities for the youth and women in 
villages. Explain how the measures sug¬ 
gested by you will be useful. 

Ans. A continuous movement of ru¬ 
ral youtii to Indian towns and cities, in 
seai^ of work—nay any type of work that 
can provide two square meals or even less 
a day—is not an ordinary phenomenon. 
As a result of this exodus most towns and 
cities have become vaitable dens of crime, 
corruption and sub-human existence. Al¬ 
most everywhere the civic services are on 
the brink and the fast expandmg slums 
have become an eye sore, an epitome of 
filth and a fearful living accompanied by 
so many otiier social ills. Such a sordid 
situation has developed, not out of 
anybody's choice but under the stress of 
circumstances that we may describe as 
'widespread unemployir^t in Indian vil¬ 
lages'. From time to tune, some patch- 
work solutions were suggested, some of 
them were even implemented with a view 
to creating employment opportunities in 
the villages, but the 'results heve been 
ha from satisfactory Since we are run¬ 
ning against time, it is in the fitness of 
things, tiuit the following effective mea¬ 
sures are adopted so Aat the village 
youth and women do not make for ur¬ 
ban areas and become objects without 
identity, without recognition and with¬ 
out any respect. 

The first and die foremost step to cre¬ 
ate adf'en^loyment for the rural youth 
should be to link all ctiltivabte land with 


water, hi die absence of irrigation fadli- 
ties or adequate as well as timdy rains, 
most of the farmeis find themselves in a 
'no win' situation. As a result they rush 
towards towns and foil for any job to keep 
their body and soul togetha. The urgent 
need of the hour is to harness the water 
resources and make water available to 
those areas where it is the most iounedi- 
ately needed. 

Ttaditional arts and crafts, cottage and 
handloom industries should be revived 
by providing subsidies, raw material, loans 
or grants to the artisans and finally by ar¬ 
ranging marketing facilities. For die edu¬ 
cated youdi, males and females, ^rt-term 
training with stipends in gas welding, 
motor winding, sanitary fitting, automo¬ 
bile mechanism and the like for males, 
and in nursing, family welfare 
programmes, social services, teaching and 
so on for women, can go a long way in 
generating self-employment avenues 
both for the youth and women in vil¬ 
lages. Much can be done in other areas 
like masonry, carpentry, fishing, horticul¬ 
ture, and a host of other trades and pro¬ 
fessions with a bit of training, financial 
help and proper marketing. 

Miluntary Organisations like SEWA, 
can infuse a new life and direction in 
the lives of rural women and dius make 
them reliant and self-respecting as for as 
their social status in our male-dominated 
sodety is concerned. Instead of treating 
our youth and women in villages as 
'beests of burden', their energies can be 
charmelled into more positive, produc¬ 
tive and profitable channels provided 
there is a strong will to do the ri^t things 
in the right manner. Half-hearted mea¬ 
sures and half-baked solutions would 
only make things more complicated. 


Agrkttltunl avtoination «i|d nual 
emplo 3 rin«it 

Q. Some people feel tiwtincreaaiiig 
automation in the agricultoial sector fo 
Icadii^torunl'employnienLDoyoH agree 
with If so give three reasons as to 
whyyour^e. 

If you do not agree, give time rea* * 
sons as to why you do not agree. 

Ana. Automation is die craze of the 
day and whether die area human coi^ 
ce^ and concrete action lake place in ag* 
nature, industry, tele-communications, 
transport or even office work, tire immedi¬ 
ate inqiact of automation is the replace¬ 
ment of hands with madiines and tire 
resultant shrinkage of job or work opptre- 
tunities of one type. But, with tire passage 
of time, as automation becomes a part and 
pared of all productive, distributive and 
marketing activities, enqiloyment or job 
opportunities become diversified and tedi- 
ni<d in nature and nuance. In a dewlap* 
ing coimtry like India, where manpower 
is in abundance, automatiem is not an tov 
mixed blessing, ff it offers a quick pace and 
rnovement widi the temper d tunes, it cre¬ 
ates a few problems as well in the initial 
stages of introduction. Since India is pd- 
ma^y an agricultural country, automation 
in agriculture, where die size of forms is 
not uniform, has had conaequences bodi 
rewarding and rigorous. If agricultural 
automation has produced the mirade of 
'Green Revolution' it has also forced tire 
unskilled villagers to leave for greener 
postures elsewhere with all the attendant 
angularities in their psydie ard new places 
of work In urban areas. 

There is no denying tire foct thatma- 
diines render human hands idle in die first 
Btitdre and die victims are left hlj^ md 
dry when highly scphisticaiad and auto* 
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matic machines are used to maximise 
and standardise production. The intro¬ 
duction of tractors, mowers, harvest¬ 
ers and spraying machines (for 
pesticides and insecticides) in agricul¬ 
ture has certainly accentuated the al¬ 
ready worrying • dilemma of 
unemployment among the rural people. 
But to infer that agricultural automa¬ 
tion only leads to unemployment is to 
miss the point. No doubt automation 
results in dispensing with manual 
labour of one type but it encourages 
employment in skilled areas like agri¬ 
cultural engineering, in all its hues. 

Opinion on the proposition remains 
sharply divided. If unemploymoit in die 
villages due to agricultural automation is 
a fact, one cannot turn one's face away from 
die diversity of employment avenues in 
odier areas where prosperity in agriculture 
has made its presence and contrdiution in 
abundance. The introduction of centrally 
sponsored schemes like the Nehru Rozgar 
Yqana, is an ample proof of the ground 
reality that in villages, the poor and the 
landless are the worst victims of automa¬ 
tion in most of the Indian States. Since no 
statement carries the whole truth, we 
should not be carried away by one or the 
other statement in a fit of anger or exulta¬ 
tion. 

Unifoim incentives for 
Cultivation 

Q. Suppose every person living in 
a,village has a plot of land of the same 
area and each one is provided with the 
same lucrative incentives for cultivation. 
Give important consequences of this 
Situation. 

Ans. If by some decree or massive 
change of heart, every person living in a 
village comes to possess a plot of land, 
same in size and lucrative incentives, it 
would mean a long cherished dream 
come true for millions of landless villag¬ 
ers who have been living in abject pov¬ 
erty and deprivation since ages. The 
conferment of ownership rights on such 
a stupendous scale, along with other sup¬ 
portive measures, would usher in an era 
of socio-economic equality among a very 


large segment of population that still lives 
dtt farmirtg. 

Under tiie new situation, the forced 
migration of landless labourers to towns 
and cities would be halted to a great ex¬ 
tent. Each owner of the plot of land 
would see to it that he makes the best 
use of the land under his control and thus 
fights the scourge of penury with all 
might and motivation. In a way, this 
would spare the growing towns from the 
further pressure of incoming population 
in search of work because each villager 
would concentrate on improving the 
yield from his land. Such a revolution¬ 
ary transformation in the status of mil¬ 
lions would mean a giant step towards a 
classless society where each would have 
the same piece of land witti almost equal 
opporttmities to make the best of the 
available resource at his disposal. The 
curse of exploitation at the hands of oth¬ 
ers would disappear to a considerable 
extent. 

Another significant consequence of 
the new dispensation could be seen in the 
lives of those villagers who had been liv¬ 
ing below the poverty line since long. Now 
on a plot of land given to titan by the 'pow¬ 
ers that be' a new chapter in their lives 
would begin. They would see light across 
the dark tuimel of their lives. The goal of 
complete literacy among the poorest of the 
poor and elimiitation of child labour would 
become targets that have eluded accom¬ 
plishment so far. The purchasing power of 
the new class of land owners would go up, 
affecting positively many other areas of 
economic activity and consumerist culture, 
frt short, the face and fate of millions would 
lighten up with cheerfulness and a sense 
of pride in their new possession of a plot of 
land. 

Raising standard of living of rural 
population 

Q. Suggest at least three effective 
measures to raise the living standard of 
rural population of our country. Explain 
how each of the measures suggested by 
you will be useful. 

Ans. Raising the standard of Uving of 
rural masses is an uphill task indeed, But 


if there is a will on thepart of 'powers that 
be' and the other affluent sections of our 
social hierarchy, the ways can be found to 
achieve this very laudable goal. Despite a 
number of 'Poverty Alleviation 
Programmes' in operation for the rural 
poor, not much seems to have been 
achieved as far as the living conditions of 
the poor in rural areas is concerned. Since 
we are running against the temper and 
tenor of time, we have no option but to go 
the whole hog in raising the living stan¬ 
dards of our rural population. It is already 
too late in the day and any further dither¬ 
ing or delay can cause unheard of upheav¬ 
als or calamity. The following measures can 
prove quite effective if taken in the right 
earnest now. 

First of all, it is highly imperative 
that the earning avenues and capacity of 
the rural masses should be enhanced by 
executing all employment generating 
schemes for villages, expeditiously. Those 
incharge of such measures should be 
made accountable for their acts of com¬ 
mission and omission. Local resources 
should be put to the optimum use but 
care should be taken that only such en¬ 
terprises or the industries flourish that 
are eco-friendly. 

Social services, like water, electric¬ 
ity, health care and family welfare, 
schools, roads, sanitation and the like, 
should get top priority because in the 
absence of these, no meaningful improve¬ 
ment would take place in the area of rais¬ 
ing the living standard. Besides fighting 
the dragon of poverty on all fronts, the 
growing graph of population needs to be 
put down either by persuasion or if need 
be, by putting pressure on unwilling 
couples. Unless we control this growing 
menace, there is very little chance of bet¬ 
tering the lot of those who are struggling 
to survive. 

Empowerment of women and eradi¬ 
cation of prejudices against people in the 
name of caste, community or creed, 
should be thrown out lock, stock and bar¬ 
rel. Unnecessary litigation, wasteful so¬ 
cial functions and empty ritual^ should 
be given a go bye. Universal education 
for ail, irrespective of age or sex, should 
be made compulsory. 
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CAREER 

Civil Services (Main) 
Examination: A Tough Challenge 


It goes witfwut saying that Civil Ser¬ 
vices have retained their charm and at¬ 
traction for millions of youth, 
notwithstanding the host of lucrative jobs 
offered by private sector of late. During 
the last about one decade, a variety of 
very good jobs have been made available 
to various categories of graduates and 
post-graduates, particularly in ffte private 
sector. However, the Civil Services, despite 
their relatively lesser remunerations, still 
continue to be one of the most sought 
after careers among the millions of young 
aspirants. This is supported by the fact 
that the number of candidates taking Pre¬ 
liminary Examination for the Civil Ser¬ 
vices continues to be very high. 

Scheme of Examination 

The entry to this coveted career has 
three phases. The first being a Preliitii- 
nary Examination followed by the Main 
Examination and finally the Interview or 
I the personality test. The main objective 
of the Preliminary Examination is to act 
as a screening test to weed out ffie non- 
serious candidates. Only the candidates 
who are declared qualified at the Prelimi¬ 
nary Examinations are allowed to appear 
' in ^ Main Exammation. Main Exam is 
then followed by a personality test in the 
form of an Interview conducted by the 
. Union Public Service Commission (UFSC). 
While ffie marks obtained in ti% Prelimi¬ 
nary Examinatkm are only qualifying in na¬ 
ture and are not counted whik'drawii^ up 
the final merit list, die performance of a 
caiulidate in the Main Examination and 
Interview is added to arrive at the final merit 
list, 

Main Exanunatkm is conventional, es¬ 
say-type in nature, hi all, there are nine pa¬ 


pers. Paper I and n are again qualifying 
in nature and the remaming papers are 
evaluated only if a candidate qualifies 
both these papers. The marks obtained 
in these papers are not included in the 
final merit. In addition, there are two 
papers on General Studies, two papers 
ea^ for two optional subjects and one 
recently added paper on Essay. The 
marks obtained in dl these papers are 
added to draw up a merit list, on the 
basis of which the candidates are called 
for interview. There is no prescribed pass 
percentage and a candidate is declared 
to be qualified on the basis of his/her 
performance and number of vacancies. 
Generally, the number of candidates 
called for interview is double tihe num¬ 
ber of vacancies available for that par¬ 
ticular year. 

Choice of Optionals 

One of the most crucial decisions 
which a candidate is required to take, is 
the correct choice of optionals. This choice 
cannot be left to be made after passing the 
Preliminary Exammation. Immediately 
after appearing in the Prelims, generally 
in }une, the serious candidates must start 
preparations for the Mains. Generally, one 
of the optionals should be die optional 
subject opted during die Prelims, unless 
there are specific reasons not to do so. The 
subject opted for Faper-II during Prelims 
is the one in whkh either the candidate 
has higher academic qualifications or in 
which the candidate is ht^y confidoit 
in doing well. In both tire cases this sub¬ 
ject becomes an automatic choice as otre 
of the optionals in tire Mains. 

Choice of second optional is also very 
irrqrortant. Dqrending upon toe aptitude 


of the candidate, previous preparatiems, 
availability of coaching and good books, 
specific studies by the candidates and 
previous experience by otiier candidates 
about toe level of marks generaUy scored 
in a particular sut^ect, a candidate may 
choose toe second optiotal. 

Both toe Optional subjects have 2 pa¬ 
pers each of 3toour duration carrying a 
maximum of 300 marks each. In otoer 
words, all the four papers in two optional 
subjects carry a maximum of 1200 marks. 
The candidates have toe option of answer¬ 
ing the questiorts in all the optiorud sito- 
jects (except toe language^papers) either 
in En^h or in Hindi. Papers on General 
Studies are of300 marks each wito 3 hours 
as permisstole time. 

Preparation for the optionals is an¬ 
other significant aspect which needs to be 
looked into carefully. Firstly selection and 
procurement of relevant books is required. 
While choosing the books, it should be 
carefully checked up and ensured tiiat tiie 
entire syllabus prescribed is covered by 
the said book(s}. Assistance may be sought 
fiom the lecturers/professOTs of the sub¬ 
ject concerned as well as candidates who 
had recently appeared or currently a[^>ear- 
ing in toe Ci\^ Service (Main) Examiruh 
tion wito toe same subject. A good chmee 
of books would mean that half toe battle 
is already won. After selecting the boob, 
oae must phm the studies considering toe 
existing imowledge/studies of both the 
optional as well as General Studies on toe 
one hand and toe total availability of time 
on the otoer. While the endeavour should 
be to cover toe entire syllabus, on the ba¬ 
sis of questions/topics asked in a few pre¬ 
vious question papers, more preparation 
'should be done for tiie important and 
expected qtffistions/topics. If required, de- 
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tailed disctission should he held on the 
expected tppics widi the Mow candidates 
or any other knowledgeable person in the 
concerned field/sid)ject. 

General Studies 

General Studies papers hax'e special 
significahce and require special attention 
Wdle most of the candidates are expected 
to do well in optionals, the General 
Studies paper is the cme which determines 
the merit Special preparations are rcquiied 
for General Studies as most of the univer- 
aities do not teach General Studies as an 
integrated academic subject It is not pos- 
sibleto pin-point the detailed syllabus for 
General Studies, but broadly speaking, the 
areas covered by these two papers can 
clearly be demarcated. 

Paper-I on the GS includes Modem 
I£story of India and Indian Culture, Cur¬ 
rent Events of National and International 
in^portance, statistics, analysing graphs, dia¬ 
grams and questions of common sense. 
Questions on die ideology of Gandhi, lagoie 
and Ndtfu ate idw asked. Statistical Analy¬ 
sis and the questions of common sense are 
goieraUy aimed at judging the capability of 
dn candidates to draw common sense con- 
chisions and point out inconsistencies and 
deficimeies in dw given information. 

GS Paper-ll covers Indian Polity and 
Constitution, Indian Economy and Ge¬ 
ography and the important and relevant 
areas in Science and Technology in In¬ 
dia. In addition, the questions on Plan¬ 
ning in India, economic development, 
economic geography and applied sci¬ 
ences also appear, which are particularly 
relevant in the present day situation. It 
may be noted diat there is no book which 
completely covers the entire syallabus 
of die General Studies. It is better to refer 
to various books on different disciplines 
so that no area remains unprepaM A 
good book on Modem History supported 
^ NCERT text boc4c8 would enable one 
to get a good idea of modem History in¬ 
cluding the important events. For cover¬ 
ing current events, regular reading of a 
good national newspaper, supple¬ 
mented by a conqretitive magazine like 
the Competition Moster is tequiM. to fact, 


the candidates aspiring to join these es¬ 
teemed services ne^ to read die said maga¬ 
zine for several years to get in touch with 
the current affairs/topics. For the begin¬ 
ners and freshers, it is better to get a quick 
idea of the background of the current af¬ 
fairs, which is adequately provided in a 
book titled as "Current Affairs and 
Backgrounders" published by M/s Khanna 
Brothers (Publishers), Chandigarh. Abasic 
book on statistics can provide a good in¬ 
sight into the statistical analysts, drawing 
conclusions and reading tiie tables and dia-' 
grains correctly. * 

For preparing Paper-ll of the G.S., a 
good book on Indian Political Systems and 
Constitution is a pre-requisite. Details of 
latest budgets, a copy of tiie latest Five- 
Year document, latest pre-budget Eco¬ 
nomic Survey are some of the documents 
which provide a candidate wiffi autiientic 
sources of economic data and information. 
Articles regularly published in this maga¬ 
zine are abo of.great assistance. In addi¬ 
tion, a good book of General Knowledge, 
like the "General Knowledge Refresher" 
by O.P. Khanna, is also of great use. The 
year book, publiriied every year by the 
Publication Division of the Minis^ of 
Information and Broadcasting also carries 
rich material on the General Studies and 
.should be consulted. Depending upon the 
background of the candidate spe^c ar¬ 
eas may be chosen on which more effort 
could be put. This magazine also provides 
special features for this purpose in which 
solved questions of the previous years' 
question papers are given, which can be 
of imm^e use. 

Detailed time planning and more and 
more studies are the key to success. It must 
be ensured that more time is devoted to 
the areas in whidi the candidate is igno¬ 
rant. A judicious balance of time to be de¬ 
voted towards various aspects of General 
Studies is also of paramount importance. 
Dividing of tiie time to be devoted for Gen¬ 
eral Studies and the optionals may vary 
from individual to individual and no set > 
formula can be recommended for this. 

Coaching Vs Self-Study 

Nowadays, time has beat a murii- 


room growth of iitatitutions providing 
Coaching for tite Civil Services (Main) 
Examination. Both, coaching and self- 
stulcdy have tiieir advants^es and disad- 
vanta^. Coaching by a good and n^uted 
institution may assist a fresher to gain 
moreself-ccsifid»ice. It may riso assist the 
old candidates to do bettet Rut one must 
beware of the institutions whose main aim 
is to mint money by cheating the aspiring 
candidates. 

Self-study has its own advantages. A 
lot of time is wasted in commuting up 
and down to the coaching institution. 
Moreover even while devoting scarce time 
to various sul^ects and topics, one is at 
liberty to decide on the basis of existing 
levels of pr^arations and importance of 
the topic concerned. While in a choaching 
institute tiiere is no such choice and one 
has to study whatever is taught, irrespec¬ 
tive of individual needs. 

This do« not mean that coaching is 
not recommended at all. Several private 
coaching institutions have a high success 
rate year after yeat There are several insti¬ 
tutions providing co«Mng as per personal 
needs of tiie candidates. 

Self-confidence, determination and 
will to succeed are other factors. A candi¬ 
date having all these qualities, alcmgwith 
sound preparations, has a fair chance of 
succeeding. 
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After his expulsion from the Janata 
Dal, Mr K^de annoimced his decision to 
float a forum called the Raahtiiya Nav 
Nirman VMikea (naUanal reconstruction 


Forum). He made it clear that it would he 


apolitical to start with. The forum aims at 
hi|^ili{^ting people's probleiitt and wiU 
fi^t against ii^ustice. ffowevei; he indi¬ 
cated ^t the rarum could be converted 


into a pohtical party if dicumstances made 
it "atwluteiy necessary". 


On July 5,1996, jD expelled Maneka 
Gandhi for six years on clwges of indts- 



Kamataka. 
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SCANDALS 

And now the Urea Scam 

Y et another scam dating back to EV. 

Narasimha Rao's regime has been ex¬ 
posed. It involves, besides others, former 
Prime Minister Rao's kins and son of former 
Union Minister of Fertilisers and Qiemicals. 

The National Fertilizers Ltd (NFL) 
had ottered into a long-term contract with 
1 Turidsh firm, Karsan Limited, for a sup¬ 
ply of 2 lakh metric tonnes urea at a price 
af US $ 190 per metric tonne, rat cost and 
height basis. The contract was signed on 
November 9,1995 for a total value of US 
$ 38 million. Mr C.K. Ramakrishnan, Man¬ 
aging Director, NFL (under suspension 
from May 24, 1996), approved the deal, 
exceeding his delegated powers. 

The terms of the contract envisaged 
100 per cent advanced payment to the 
»eUer who was to supply urea within five 
nnonihs of the payment. At the request of 
Karsan Limited, NFL credited the amount 
af the US $ 37.62 million to their account 
at Pictet Bank, Geneva, Switzerland, on 
December 5,1995. Later, one per cent of 
the contract value was released to enable 
the seller to take a Lloyds Insurance Policy, 


which was purported to cover die risk 
against non-performance as well as non¬ 
delivery of urea. On February 13, 1996, 
during a review of the performance of the 
canalising agencies, NFL was unable to 
provide firm shipping details against the 
contracts. Managing Director of 1^ main¬ 
tained silence. However; the issue surfaced 
into prominence on March 22,1996, when 
it appeared in die Financial Express. 

Later, three teams were deputed to 
Ankara, Turkey, in April, to make an on 
the spot assessment of the party's creden¬ 
tials as well as their inclinadon to perform. 
Based on the assessment that the urea 
would not be fordKoming, on April 25, 
1996, the CBI was entrusted die assign¬ 
ment to look into the mader. On May 15, 
the fraudulent nature of the deal surfaced 
with a revelation that the Lloyds Insur¬ 
ance Policy was only a marine insurance 
and did not cover the risk of non-perfo^ 
mance by the seller. Later, after getting 
concunence, on June 1,1996, the CBI ar¬ 
rested C.K. Ramakrishnan and D.S. 
Kanwar, the then ED (Marketing) NFL. 

The CBI's piercing interrogations 
picked up durii^ the firsthalf of June 1996. 
It served notice on Prabhakat Rao, son of 
the former Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 


PtiMIc Sador DldiwMtiiiiitt CMimlMton 

. Tin economic poHoy exoerpls from the United Front Qoveraniont'^ CpmoiOQ 
44fiilmum Programme (CMP) ttivtsc^ nrididrawat of the. hector ffqm 
.oore^ and 'Non Strategic’ areas. The IfF govertimerd las proposed to constButo a 
Disinvestment Comndssion which will advtee gdrarmnent in this roi^, Stiip; 

■ 'ms necessary as since IfliB return on capital einptoy^ In P8Uc 
/osieded even mere 3 per cent In 199344 the total capitat empfoyed iMs sAMd As 
I' ooro viridi profits only As 4433 erore. being 2.8 per^ only ApMM df 
I fSinisIsni, to be headed by the FInmea Mhilster P. Chidandnram/M:lNmn ob^ 

|, alhtited to trim the size of pubBc seetor by sMOngM llrosiiAifhiM 
' pari of govenvnnit'a eqidty stake to the private sector. It wW also inras^gele the 
;pos»bi% -of wfndhig up of mega pfc^scts vvhkd) have tidied to tafcS dN>pr.%K3iimKl 
' Just 5 per cent of approved cost or have had 60 per centerrndib iii^'otieriiim. 
Revenue generated from siroh disinvestment wffl be utilised vital, areas iOtb . 
I fieaith and edueationl . ’ . 


Rao, and grilled hun for hours over dw 
issue, while he pleaded innocence. In the 
meantime, Ramakrishnan confessed that 
it was Sanjeeva Rao, son-in-law of former 
Prime Minister Rao's son Rajeshwar Rao, 
who influenced him in awarding the con¬ 
tract to Sai Krishna Impex, the Indian 
agmt of Karsan. Subsequently, the CBI, 
on June 18, arrested key suspects Sanjeeva 
Rao and Prakash Chandra Vhdav, son of 
former Union Minister. It is alleged that 
the two have received kickbacks through 
hawala mode from M. Sambasiva Rao, 
CEO of Sai Krishna Impex, Hyderabad, 
C.K. Ramakrishnan and D.S. Kanwar. 

JMM Bribery Case 

T he ensuing JMM MPs bribery case 
took new twist on June 12,1996 when 
CBI named the former Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao and four of his erstwhile 
Cabinet colleagues in its fresh FIR. The 
fiesh FIR, the ^th in the case, came in the 
wake of Supreme Court's refusal to inter¬ 
fere with die interim direction of the Delhi 
High Court to the CBI. 

The Delhi High Court, on May 24, 
1996, had passed severe strictures against 
CBI and directed it to 'forthwith register 
regular case' based on the complaint of 
petitioner. The petitioner, Mr ^vinder 
Kumar, President of Rashtriya Mukti 
Morcha, is contesting that Rao Government 
survived die test of strength on the floor of 
die House in July 1993 by indulging in 
'political horse-trading and violation of 
constitutional morality'. Complaints filed 
by the petitioner on FAruary 1,1996 men¬ 
tioned name of Mr PV. Narasimha Rao imd 
his dien Cabinet colleagues, Mr VC. Shukla, 
Mr Bhajan Lai, Captain Sadsh Sharma, Mr 
R.K. [^wan, Mr Ajit Singh and industri¬ 
alist Lafit Suri. The cooqilaint had aUeged 
diat Rs three erore were paid to the MPs to 
secure their vote, 

Sasikala arretted for FERA 
offences 


months, Ms Sasikala was an- 
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rested on June 20, 1996 in Madras. 
Former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Jayalalitha's close associate and a direc¬ 
tor of the private TV channel, JJ TV, Ms 
Sasikala was first served summons in 
September 1995. These summons were 
served for offenses, to the tune of Rs 
6.18 crore in two different cases, com¬ 
mitted under FERA Act. One involved 
the payments of $ 5,00,000 to an Ameri¬ 
can firm for getting uplinking facility 
for the lamil Television channel, JJ TV, 
whose managing director V. Bhaskaran 
is her nephew. V.N. Sudhakaran, Ms 
Jayalalidra's foster son, is another direc¬ 
tor of the company. 

Though Bhaskaran was arrested 
in September 1995, Ms Sasikala was 
absenting herself from the court on one 
account or another. Finally the hi^ drama 
ended with her arrest which followed ten 
hours of interrogation. 


INDIA-PAKISTAN 
Benazir offers unconditional 
talks; doubts remain 

S INCE January 1994 diere had been no 
dialogue between Pakistan and India 
to resolve the disputes. The taking over of 
Prime Minister Deve Gowda ignited a 
slight hope when Pakistan's Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Ms Benazir Bhutto, offered uncondi¬ 
tional talks witii India. 

India reciprocated the gesture with- 
' out loss of any time and proposed imme- 
! diate resun^on of secretary-level talks 
to resolve bilateral differences. However, 
India maintained that tiie promotion of 
: trade, economic and cultural contacts 
should remain h^ on tiie agenda. 

Indo-Pak dialogue had remained 
stalled after the seventh round of foreign 
secretary-level talks in January 1994. Since 
dten, had made several offers feu 
resuoqrtion of talks "at any time, any place 
and any level". 

Tie euphoria created by Ms Kiutlo's 
offer died soon. <hi July 18,1996, Pdki- 




Ficcent Economic News 


According 40 the Bwk Of ‘Tteport on Currency and Fhiance, 

18M*85', tw ovanfl gmwW la'CifoM Ooma^ Fmduct (GOP), during. 18K-96, Is 
.«ipactod tote around A pwr oaid. TKaouirarf dateifla Balance of Paymento (BoPJ, 
ja aattmited at around fJ par .card of 4ipP. 

During iggs-BQ. broad, rnor^ ahai^ an tocreaia of Rs 69.07t crore, or 13 
par oaid, tfK, March 31.1896. flasarva ihoiiay airpanaion was at Rs 25,(S3 crore. 
Tha major factor accounting for tho tocraMo in waanre money was RBI credit to ihe 
^govwnmant. * ~ 

The aggragata dteoaits of achadutad commercial banks rose by Ffe 45,4i^' 
crore (11A per ceM^ in 1995<96 up to March 29, 1996. Notwithstarafir^ (Ito mod*' 
araia deposit growth, nontood credit Increased by Rs 43,023 crore par cant). 
1ha incramantai nonfood cradtt/ittedaR ratio In 1896-96 was 94.6 par cent 
On toa agiieii^l from, the RBI estimates grain output in khartf 1995 to bo 
iowar at 99.7 mMioh tormaa aa againat the target of 107.5 miliion tonnes and tte 
actual out-tum of 100.6 millton tonnas in 1994. 


Stan, in a sudden reversal of its oBei^ ex¬ 
pressed "difficidty" in resuming negotia¬ 
tions with India because of the continued 
"deadlock" over the Kashmir dispute. 
Prime Minister Bhutto's remarks on Kash¬ 
mir on Pakistan Television, on June 30, 
1996, in her address to tiie nation, cast 
fresh doubts on bilateral talks. 

In her address, Benazir termed the 
recent elections in Kashmir as "fraudu¬ 
lent". She also accused the Indian leaders 
of not having the courage to resolve the 
Kashmir issue. 

NtDIA-USA 

Anti-India Bill defBBted 

: anti-India Icfoby sutiered a major 
, set-back on June 5,1996, when the 15 
House of Repmentatives rejected by 297 
to 126 a bill seeking to cut around 8.3 
million dollars, for its so-called human 
rights excesses, feom the 57 million dol¬ 
lars development aid earmarked for India 
during 1997. The US Congressman Dan 
Burton, who is known for his anti-India 
views, had moved the bill. 

Apart from the mentoers of tiie In¬ 
dian Cfaucus, consisting of Cor^ressmen 
whkh. strives to strengtiien Indo-US rela¬ 


tions, Burton's amendment faced fierce 
criticism from RepublicarUegislative lead¬ 
ers like Benjamin Gilman, Chairman of bi- 
ternational relations Committee and 
Ooughlas Beieuter, Chairman of the Asia 
and Pacific Sub-Committee. Resting their 
arguments India's established demo- 
aatic aedential Indian economic reform 
and emergence of India as US's largest 
trading partner, speakers criticised the 
amendment. They expressed themselves 
on commonality of tiireat, both to US and 
India, from the Islamic fundamentalist 
terrorism. 

INOIA-SRiUNKA 

Tietigotaboost 

F oreign Minister of Srl Lanka, Mi 
Lakshman Kadirgamar made a two- 
day high-profile visit to India on June 22, 
19%. His goodwill visit helped to furthet 
strengthen relationship between the twe 
countries. 

Prime Minister Deve Gowda gave ati 
assurance to tiie visiting foreign minister 
that there would be no support for the 
LITE 

Mr Kadirgamar also conveyed tiiatSc 
Lanka has decided to support India, am 
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not Japan, for a non-permanent slot in foe 
UN Security Council. On CTBT he said 
that ^ Lanka appreciated India's view¬ 
point. 

On foe recent Pakistani request for 
Sri Lankan good offices to resume foe 
btdo-Pak dialogue, Mr Kadirgamar said 
foat Sri Lanka has no ambition to medi¬ 
ate. He added that Indo-Pak dialogue 
should best take place bilaterally-ui\da 
the Shimla agreement. 

Ban on LTTE extended: On June 13, 
19%, foe Union Cabinet decided to con¬ 
tinue foe ban on Liberation Tigers of lamil 
Eelam (LTTE) for another two years. The 
ban was to expire on June 14,1996. 

LTTE was harmed following foe as¬ 
sassination of Rajiv Gandhi in May 1991. 
There has since beat ample evidotce, re¬ 
jected by the LTTE though, of the 
organisation's hand in foe assassination 
of foe former Prime Minister. 

KARNA1AKA 
CrMsangulf ranks 

E levation of h.d. oeve Gowda to 

the Prime Ministership has left 
Karnataka wifo leadership crisis, 'fo sat¬ 
isfy various groups and interests, a jumbo 
46-member Ministry, wifo 23 first-timers, 
was sworn in on June 5,19%. Earlier, on 
May 31, a two-member Janata Dal nunis- 
tiy headed by J11. Patel assumed ofBce in 
foe State. Patd's ministry has obscured 
^amakrishna Hegde's record of 45-mem¬ 
ber ministry which was formed in April 
1987. 

But, this could hardly demure dissi¬ 
dents. Wifoin 24 hours of foe swearing in 
of new members, 17 legislators piqued at 
foe Cabinet fomuitions tendered their res¬ 
ignations. By June 7, foe number of dissi¬ 
dents sweU^ to 20. 

While rebel leaders were demanding 
for a new leader in place of Chief Minister 
J.H. Patel. The ongoing dissidence in foe 
Patel Govenunent has been traced to the 
Hegde-Gowda ^at. For foe time being 
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Janata Dal has been able to tide over the 
crisis. Mr Hegde has also indicated that 
he does not intent to split JD and bring 
foe goverrunent down. The relief, how¬ 
ever, seems to be temporary. 

ASSAM 

ULFA continues to haunt the 
State Politics - 

A SOM Gana Parishad's coming to 
power was expected to give a bi^t 
to eforts to solve foe insurgency problem. 
The euphoria of AGP victory is yet to 
subside, however, people have already 
started to doubt the capability of foe new 
government. 

The spurt in kiUing by the ULFA, 
including former Congress minister Nagan 
Neog and several others in foe Golaghat 
district and various other incidents are 
reasons behind this. 

In his first press confetena after the 


statement 1^ sajdrtg foat foe Army opera¬ 
tions would continue in foe State till vio¬ 
lence ends. 

JAMMU A KASHMIR 
No trace of foraign hoetagee 

0 ^ July 4,1996 foe four western tour¬ 
ists kidnapped by foe Al-Faran mili¬ 
tant group, whJle trekking forou^ foe 
Himalayas in South Kashmir, completed 
one year in captivity. This is foe longest 
hostage crisis in Kashmir. 

Earlier, a former ML A of Biha^ Fankaj 
Sinha, had been rescued by the security 
forces after 362 days of captivity. 

In case of foe Western hostages, a res¬ 
cue operation was ruled out from the 
outset, for fear that they might be killed. 

The Al-Faran militant group foat ad¬ 
mitted responsibility for the abducdotrs, 
broke off contact wifo foe authorities in 
November, 1995, following the 
government's refusal to swap three jailed 



militants for the hostages. Subsequent 
direct contact between the Al-Faran and^ 
western diplomats was snapped aroimd 


Christmas. Since then the Al-Faran has 


been insisting foat the Army rescued the 


respond by saying foat it was not prepared 


hostages during an mounter at Dabrun 


in Anantnag in December, 1995. 


for talks so long as the Army iterations 


The Army confirms foe encounter as 


continued. Mr Mohanta has reacted to foe 


installation of foe AGP ministry. Chief 
Minister Mohanta said that his govern- 
mart favoured talks wifo the insurgent 
outfits including foe ULFA and foe Bodo 
Security Force (BDSF). Recently foe ULFA 
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also the killing of Al-Faran chief, Hamid 
Huky, but it denies having rescued the 
hostages. 

Ihe final outcontt of the crisis is dif¬ 
ficult to guess. Wlule file government has 
stuck to its policy of no swap (of jailed 
militants for hostages), file Al-Faran, for 
its part, has shown no signs of fatigue, 
unl^ file hostages are al^dy dead. 


PLANNING & ECONOMY 
Mntive hike In Petroleum 
producte 

0 ^ July 2,1996, the Deve Gowda gov¬ 
ernment took a big gamble by effect¬ 
ing a 25 per cent on-the-board hike in 
prices of all petroleum products except 
kerosene. While the petrol pnces were 
increased by 25 per cent, cooking gas and 
diesd prices increased by 30 per cent. 

The revision, the first after February 
2, 1994, has been effected to reduce thie 
burden on the oil Pool Account, which 
stood at R$ 5,700 crore at the end of 1995- 
% The government had been warned that 
the outstanding would rise to Rs 11,700 
crore by the year«nd if the prices of petro¬ 
leum products are not rai^. 

The revised estimated subsidy on 
petco-producte would now be to the tune 
of Rs 8000crore. Out of this kerosene alone 
accounts for Rs 43?0 crore. 

RBI cutf CRR, aasM ctoposit 
(nttrttt norms 

E ffective July 6, 1996, fiw Reserve 
Bank of Inc^ (RU) cut the Cash Re¬ 
serve Ratio (CRR) for banks to 12 per cent, 
finm 13 per cent. Refinance against gov¬ 
ernment securities has also been with¬ 
drawn. 

The minimum period for which do¬ 
mestic term deposits can be accepted by 
banks has been reduced from 46 days to 
30 days. Banks would also be allowed to 
determine their own rates for domestic 
term deposits wifii a maturity of over one 
yeac The deposit rate upto one year has 


been fixed at "not exceeding 11 per cent 
per annum" agauist the present prescript 
tion of "nof exceeding 12 per cent per 
annum" upto two yean. 

The cuts in CRR would release Rs 
4,100 crore to the banla. The cut in CRR 
and file freeing of deposit rates over one 
year would in^itove the profits of banks 
and also lead to increased deposit 
mdiilisation. 

India Mts recoRl In aoftwara 
axports 

A ccording to annual export esti¬ 
mates of India's electronics and soft¬ 
ware industry, India has registered an im¬ 
pressive growfii in coQ^iuter software and 
services export. As against exporte of elec- 
tromes and computer software worth Rs 
3,808 m 1994-95, in 1995-96 tile exports 
increased to Rs 6,375 crore. The increase 
was particularly hi^ in computer soft¬ 
ware and services, where it increased to 
Rs 2650 crore m 1995-96, ffom Rs 1A74 
crore in 1994-95. Against 80 pa cent in¬ 
crease m software, in hardware file increase 
was to the tune of 49 per cent. 


CAPITAL MARKET 

Panel on Capital Market aet*up 

F ormer unit IhiSt of India Chairman, 
Dr S.A. Dave, will head a high-power 
committee to prepare a report on the 
infrastructure agenda for capital mar¬ 
kets. The report would work out a 
framework of "a modem, efficient and 
well-structured capital market which 
can raise Rs one lakh crore by the year 
2000". The report will also focus on 
ways to channel household savings into 
the market. 


UW POINT 

Tnleeom, RtHways brought undor 
MRTPAct 

a landmark judgement, the Mont^ 
istic k Restrictive Tirade Practices 


Conunission (MRTPC) has stated that the 
provisions of the MRTP Act are appli¬ 
cable to government departments lenda- 
ing 'non-sovereign functions or services', 
if fiiey are found indulging in restric¬ 
tive, monopolistic or unfair trade prac¬ 
tices. Govemmoit services in the areas 
of 'foiecommunication. Transport, includ¬ 
ing Railways, and Housing are among 
the areas the MRTPC can look into in 
the given context. 

The judgement was passed by a two- 
member bench of the Commission ccmi- 
prising of Mr Satdar Ali and Dr $. 
Chakravarthy on an application by Mr 
Giri Prasad against the irrigation depart¬ 
ment of Uttar Pradesh government. 

Statii^ thata service provided free of 
charge will not come under fiw purview 
of the Act, file bench, however; observed 
that services provided by any entity for a 
foe will definitely be considered under the 
Act. Further, the Act will take into account 
aU the services made avafiable to aU po¬ 
tential users. 


MTENTS 

CSIR will challengfi US patent on 
‘haldi* 

T he Council of Scientific and Indus¬ 
trial Research (CSIR) will challoige fiw 
US patent, granted to two non-resident In¬ 
dians, (m fiw wound-healing properties of 
turmeric (ka/dt) and appeal for its revoca¬ 
tion. 

The patent will be chaifon^ because 
the wound-heating properties of turmeric 
constitute a "prior art" and are well docu¬ 
mented in fiw scientific literature in dif¬ 
ferent lar^uages of India. 

CSR’s intellectual property manage¬ 
ment division head N.R Subbaram said 
the patent riiould not have been granted 
in foe US because the "inventimi" lacki 
novelty and is obvious. "Novelty" and 
"non-<fovious" ate two in^rtant criterii 
for granting a patent. 
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NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
CTBT talks end without 
consensus 

A two-year effort to achieve a perma- 
lent worldwide ban on the testing of 
nuclear weapons faltered in Geneva on 
|une 28,1996, as disappointed negotiators 
said they failed to reach an agreement 
before the June 28 deadline. 

Maned by a fractions argument over 
the procedure for ratifying a test ban treaty, 
as well as by a general objection raised by 
die Indian government, negotiators to the 
UN-sponsored conference, from 61 gov¬ 
ernments, have now agreed to reconvene 
in late July, in the hope that all outstand¬ 
ing issues can be resolved by then. 

A test ban treaty has beoi a dream of 
some nations, including India, for three 
decades. Apart from environmental bai- 
ehts, experts maintain that the inability to 
conduct tests would keep non-nuclear 
powers from gaining the confidence to 
develop nuclear weapons. It would also 
make it much harder for the nuclear pow¬ 
ers to invent new ones. 

However, India has outrighUy re¬ 
jected the draft CTBT, which does not 
address the problem of universal disar¬ 
mament, but perpetuates the monopoly 
of the nuclear weapon States. "This was 
not the CTBT that India envisaged in 1954. 
TTiis cannot be tiie CTBT that India can be 
expected to accept", said Ms Arunashati 
Ghose, Indians Ambassador to the UN in 
Geneva. 

Since January 1994, when the Confer¬ 
ence on Disarmament adopted a mandate 
to negotiate a CTBT, India had been echo¬ 
ing her views in favour of a genuinely 
con^jrdiensive test ban treaty that would 
lead the world towards abolition of 
nuclear weapons. India has strongly been 
advocating a ban on all tests, including 
the so-called safety and reliability or sub- 
critical test. Besides, India had been ask¬ 
ing the nuclear powers to commit 


themselves to a time-bound framework 
within which they will eliminate their 
nuclear arsenals. India's insistence on blan¬ 
ket ban has irked the five declared pow¬ 
ers—Britain, China, France, Russia arid the 
United States-^so referred to as P-5. 

Attributing die present draft as uicon- 
sistent and discriminatory in approach, 
India has termed it as it is detriinental to 
her security needs. Recent Chinese under¬ 
ground nucl^r test, which was carried out 
on June 8,1996, and reported deployn^t 
of nuclear capable Chinese M-11 missiles 
by Pakistan vindicate India's concern for 
its security. 

Responding to differoices, the nego¬ 
tiating Chairman, Jaap Ramaker of Neth¬ 
erlands, expressed his confidence that 
during an extra month given to sort out 
differences, the CTBT would finally be 
ready for signatures in the United Nations 
in New York, in September 1996. 

Meanwhile, India's External Affairs 
Minister, Mr I.K. Gujral, has said that In¬ 
dia will not walk out of the conference 
when it re-convenes, hoping that "our 
principled point of view gets understood". 
He also ruled out isolation of India at 
CTBT talks. 


RUSSIA 

Impressive win for Yeltsin 

O fy July 4,1996, President Boris Yeltsin 
swept to an impressive victory in the 
Russian Presidential runoff to halt the 
resurgent communists' bid to revive die 
Soviet Union and reinforce a re^moited 
economy. President Yeltsin secured 53.7 per 
cent votes in comparison to 40.41 per cent 
secured by his communist rival Gennady 
Zyuganov. 

Immediately after assuming office, 65- 
year-old Yeltsin re-appointed Viktor 
Chonomyrdin as Russia's Prime Minister 
In first round, held on June 16, 
19%, President Yeltsin had scored a nu- 
row victory over second-placed Zyuganov, 
but was not able to aoss die barrier of 50 


per cent votes necessary to win die elec¬ 
tions. 

Earlier, in order to consolidate his 
electorate before the second round of elec¬ 
tions President Yeltsin had named Gen¬ 
eral Alexander Lebed, the third-place 
winner of the first round, as the new diafr- 
man of Russia's powerful Security Coun¬ 
cil. At the same tune he fired his long-time 
Defence Minister General Pavel Grachev, 
who has been widely blamed for the Rus¬ 
sian army's poor performance against 
separatist rebels in Chechnya and rampant 
corruption in military. Gen Lebed had 
demanded that Gen Gradiev be sacked as 
part of his price for joining die Yeltsin team. 


MIDDLE EAST 

Arabs a worried lot as Netanyahu 
is sworn in Israeli PM 

B ENJAMIN Netanyahu was swom-in 
Israel's most powerful Prime Minister 
promising to pursue Middle East peace 
while keeping captured land, a strategy 
that Arab leaders feel is doomed. 

The 120-seat parliament approved his 
Likud-led Coalition of right-wingers. Rab¬ 
bis, setders and former generals by 62 votes 
to 50, on June 19,1996. 

Addressing the parliameilt Mr 
Netanyahu said, "I want to appeal today 
to our neighbours in the Palestinian au¬ 
thority and to say that on the basis of 
maintaining security we are willix^ to de¬ 
velop with you a real partnership of peace, 
good neighbourly relations and coopera¬ 
tion." However, he said no to a Palestin¬ 
ian State with its capital in east Jerusalem, 
no to a return of the Golan Heights to 
Syria and yes to a resumption of setde- 
ment in die West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Reacting to Mr Netanyahu's state¬ 
ments Egypt warned that his hardline 
positions risk dantu^ing die fingile peace 
process. Odier Arab leaders said that 
Netenyahu's opposition to land for peace 
Contd. on Page 59 
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made US^onsozed peace talks futile. 

Cairo summit: Prime Minister 
Netanyahu's hardline stand prompted the 
Arab leaders to convene the first Arab 
summit in six years. The summit was 
hosted by Egypt in Cairo. The last sum¬ 
mit had been held in the wake of Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Fourteen Heads of State and repre¬ 
sentatives of seven other Arab League 
members attended the summit. Iraq was 
not invited. Libyan leader Moammar 
Gadaffi arrived in Cairo aboard a Libyan 
airliner that flew directly from his own 
country in violation of UN sanctions. The 
Security Council had put diplomatic sanc¬ 
tions on Libya, in 1992, to pressure it to 
hand over the two Libyans allegedly in¬ 
volved in the 1988 bombing of an Ameri¬ 
can jet over Lockerbie, Scottland, which 
killed 270 people. 

The two-day summit was marked as 
much by splits among themselves as by 
worries that Israeli Prime Minister would 
renege on existing peace agreement. In a 
communique issued after the sununit, the 
Arab countries urged Israel to accept giv¬ 
ing up occupied land in exchange for peace 
and tiueatened that they would re-consider 
their own stance if Israd's new goverrunent 
takes a hardline in negotiations. 

"If Netanyahu's government with¬ 
draws from past agreements or delays 
implementing them, it will lead to a re¬ 
lapse of the process with all the dangers 
that carries in taking the region back to 
die whirlpool of tension", tlw communi¬ 
que said. 

The communique specifically urged, 
Israel to withdraw from the Golan, Leba¬ 
non and Arab East Jerusalem which it is 
said should be the capital of Palestine. 

Israel, however; rejected the demands 
of the Arab leadem, to give iq> occupied 
land. It said it (Israel) was not subject to 
the dictates frcm die Arab world. Prime 
Minister Netanyahu of Israel called any 
such pre-conditions "inconqiatible witik 


peace negotiations" and said dial they 
"must be removed". He added that nego¬ 
tiations towards a final settlonent widi 
the Palestinian Authority would continue 
"provided it keeps its obligations, includ¬ 
ing blocking Islamic militant attacks 
against brael". 

The hardline Israeli stand is expected 
to force die Arabs to change tactics too. 
The main Arab tactic is likely to be a slow- 
ing-down of the budding economic links 
and denying the Israelis the access diey 
want to die Arab market. 


SUMMITS 
G>7 Summit 

June 27, 1996, leaders of the G-7 

ga^ered at Lyon, France, for a three 
day sununit on global economic strategy. 
The terrorist bornb attack in Saudi Arabia 
resulted in the issue of terrorism to be put 
on top of the agenda. The main theme of 
die summit was; "How to ease the finan¬ 
cial burden of the world’s poorest, most 
heavily indebted countries." 

After denouncing the scourge cd in¬ 
ternational terrorism, the G-7—’USA, Ja¬ 
pan, Germany, Britain, France, Canada and 
Italy—leaders hailed lowered trade barri¬ 
ers and other economic reforms for creat- 
ing big opportunities for die future. They 
however, also acknowledged that not all 
workers or countries of the world had 
benefitted equally from the new global 
economy. They warned those nations who 
were slow in making the needed economic 
reforms could be hurt by the rising com¬ 
petition. 

In their communique, the leados said 
the economic risks were die greatest for 
the world's poorest countries. They ac¬ 
knowledged that economic reforms often 
required painful restructuring measures. 

There remained some ^putes too. 
One of dtose areas was a piop^ to sell 
$ 2 biBicHi in gold reserves held by the 
International Monetary Fund to finance 
d^t reli^ for some of the world's poorest 


nations, many of diem in Africa. 

Germany steadfastly objected to diis 
proposal, arguing that die IMF's gold re¬ 
serves ^ould not be tapped for anything 
short of a major financial crisis. Concern 
was also ^(pressed over efforts by the US 
Cmgess to punish non-American com¬ 
panies that trade widi such countries as 
Cuba, bran and Libya. Britain hoped that 
President Clinton would exercise waiver 
provisions in the new US law to mitigate 
its impact. 

USA and Japan left the summit at 
odds over everything from computer cnips 
to Japan's future budget poUcy. Although 
neither side was willing to push any of 
the disputes to die brink (d a damaging 
trade war, still both sides talked tough emd 
vowed not to back down. 

The non-govemmental organisations 
expressed disappointment after the fail¬ 
ure of G-7 to make a breakduough in pro¬ 
viding real debt relief to the poorest 
countries. The NGOs feel that rather than 
helping alleviate poverty, die G-7 approach 
will increase the debt burden of the poor. 

G-7, joined by Russia for the pobtical 
leg of the summit, renewed die demand 
that Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic leave power—with a threat of 
fresh sanctions if he failed to comply. Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister, Mr Benjamin 
Netanyahu, was also urged to press ahead 
with the Middle East peace process on 
terms which were agre^ earlier. 

Breaking widi tradUion, G-7 also held 
a special session with the heads of the IMF, 
the IVorld Bank, the United Nations and 
the World Trade O^anisation. 


INTERNATtONAL TERRORISM 
Bomb blast at US base in Saudi 
Arabia 

a June 26, 1996, a powerful truck 
mb ripped through a US air force 
housing complex in the eastern Saudi 
Arabian city of Dhahran, kiUing atieast 23 
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Americans and injuring more than 300. 
Muslim militants ^^jgg^ought to be be- 
hii;d the blast. The presence of the US 
forces has angered Muslim militants who 
oppose any western presence in Saudi 
Arabia, home to Islam's holiest shrines. 

The blast on June 26 came seven 
months after a car bond? exploded out* 
side US-run military building in Riyadh, 
killing five Americans and two Indians. 
In April, four Saudis had confessed to be 
behind these blasts and were beheaded 
on May 31. 

The US military presence in Saudi 
Arabia was introduce quietly In the 1970s 
and 1980s but came out into the open widi 
the Gulf Wat The consei\sus among West¬ 
ern experts is that the kingdom is under 
no inunediate threat, but the situation 
bears watching. The shadowy extremists 
have shown that they are potent enough 
to shatter the monat^y's former reputa¬ 
tion as an oasis of stability in the turbu¬ 
lent Middle East. 

Another point to be noted is that the 
blasts have taken plaSTat a time when the 
aging and ailing kiivg Fahd, who has beoi 
the morurch for last 14 years, is bdkved 
to be in the process of ceding powerib his 
half-brother. Crown Prince Abdullah. 
Compared to Fahd, who forged strong ties 
to the West, Abdullah is a pioui tradition¬ 
alist, less enamoured of die country's close 
military and political connections with the 
US and more inclined towards the Arab 
world. 


BANGUOESH 

a ) June 23,1996, Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
ecame the second woman Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh after her Awami 
League Party emerged as the single larg¬ 
est party in the June 12 general elections. 

Wajed, 49, is the daughter of founder 
of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur Rdiman, 
who was toppled in a bloody coup in 197S. 
Awami League, wt^ led the war of in¬ 
dependence in 1971, is now back in power 


after 21 years. 

.. .Wajed succeeds Bangladesh's first 
woman Prin^ Minister, Itegum Khalida 
Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP), who had resided duee months 
ago, five years after she kd her assassi¬ 
nated husband's party to a similar victory 
in 1991. 

The Bangladesh Jatfya Sangsad (Par¬ 
liament) has 300 directly elected seats 
while 30 seats are reserved for women. 
Awami League has won 146 seats. The lone 
independent member to win elections has 
joined Awami League to take its stroigth 
to 147. Jadya Party, headed by the jailed 
former President, General H.M. Ez^ad, 
got 31 seats and is giving unconditional 
support to Awami League. BNP could 
manage only 116 seats. 

The elections were a big set-back for 
the fundamentalist }amaat-e-Islami. It 
could secure only two seats, as against 18 
won in 1991. 

The elections were held under a care- 
tidier government and were declared free 
and fair by over 250 foreign observers from 
14 countries. The turnover was over- 
Wh^ming. The turn-out «f women voters 
was'particularly high. In all 73 per cent 
voters turned up to sdect their ^tesen- 
tadves from among 2574 candidates. 

Bangladesh has had a particularly 
volatile experience with democracy. 
FcHxned in 1971 on the ruins of what was 
then East Pakistan, it began Me amidrt 
hi^ democratic expectations. Four years 
later, these turned to disappointment widi 
its founder; Sheikh Mujibur Riding fall¬ 
ing victim, along with some 15 members 
of his family to an army coup. Thereafter, 
the country was prey to one coup after 
another, for altogether some 16 years out 
of the 25 that the nation has exist^, as the 
generals stepped in only to leave a In^er 
mess behind. 

In 1991, Bangladesh begui the lotig, 
slow, tumultuous climb ba^ to democ¬ 
racy which was interrupted again and 
again and which is still not over, hi Mat 


year, it had the first free elections since the ^ 
violent cucumstances of itshirthr-Ii was i 
held under the country's first caretaker j 
govmunent which toc^ over horn Gen 
Ershad's nine-yearK>ld army dictatorship 
which fell aftor relentless agitetion. 

The 1991 election was won by the 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BN]^ led 
by lOialeda Zia, foe widow of tite slain 

army chief-cum-president, Gen Ziaur : 
Rahman. However it lost its shine when 
charges of corruption against its leaders 
began to surface. The lid finally blew off 
in mid-1994 when it allegedly rigged foe 
Maqura by-election. BI^ found itself 
ranged against a joint opposition front, 
comprising of foe Awami League, the 
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-Islami, 
which togefoa resigned from the Parlia¬ 
ment in protest. 

Subsequent two years saw 
Bangladerdi in a state of virtual non-gov¬ 
ernance. The combined opposition 
launched a series of strikes, Uockades, 
demonstrations and other forms of nean 
contirwous protest. 

Begum 21ia called for an election m 
February 1996. However; it was boycotted 
by the opposition. TTie protests continued 
and eventually she agreed to step down 
to pave way for a caretaker government 
under which the present polls were held. 


US^HINA 

IhKie war avoidad once again 



announced its decision of not imposing 
its mudi publicized sanctions against 
China. The trade war between foe US and 
China entered a crucial phase on May 16, 
1996, whm foe Ihiited States tdcased Hs 
list of sanctions targeting Chinese textile 
and electronic industry in an imme¬ 
diate retaliation, China announced puni¬ 
tive tariff on a range of imported good 
from America. Last year an i^tical situ¬ 
ation, had emerged, but foe two could find 
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a last mmute compioinise This year tiie 
situation was dramatically re-enacted 
Various clauses of the present agree¬ 
ment were implicit m the last year's agiee- 
ment also, but Quna never honoured the 
same bi the present agreement qiecific 
details have been add^ to make it fea¬ 
sible Under the new agreement, China 
will set up momtormg machmery and 
allow the US industrialists, affected by 
copyright piracy, greater access to areas 
of manufacturing China, by getting 15 
out of 30 pirated CD establishments 
closed, provided an mdex of its good 
mtenbons 


TURKEY 

Pro^slamic Welfare Party comes 
to power 

F ollowing the collapse of the con¬ 
servative coalition gov'cmment, headed 
by Prune Mmister Mesut Ytbnaz, Welfare 
Party, under the leadership of Necmeltm 
Erbakan, has farmed the government m 
partner^p with the Ihie Path Party of 
former Prune Mmister; Ms Tbnsu Ciller 
Under the coalition agreement 
Erbakan has agreed that Turkey will re¬ 
main a secular democratic republic The 
agreement also provides for handmg over 
the premiership to Ms Cill^ now foreign 
minister and deputy PM, at the end of 
two years 

In the elections, held m December 
19^ die Welfare Party had emerged the 
largest widi 158 seats m the 550-member 
National assembly However it could not 
form the goverxunent as all other political 
parties, which espoused secularism, re¬ 
fused to form a c^bon with it Ihisied 
to die formation of a coalibon between 
the Modiedand Party and True Padi Party 
The agreement was that Mr Yilmaz will he 
the Prime Minister far two years to be 
followed by Kb Ciller 

The eoaltbon epEt when Prime Min¬ 
uter Tllmaz did not stop hu party mem¬ 


bers from vohng for the motion, moved 
by the Welfare Party, to mvestigate con 
rupbon charges against Ms CiUer dunng 
her term as Prune Mmister before die 
December elecbons 

Now Ms Ciller has brokered a deal 
with the Welfare Party to save herself from 
the comipbon charges probe Tlus coali- 
boa has helped bt^ the taboo agawit 
Wrifsie Party's acceptance tokad thefoy* 
eminent m the secular Turkey-^ only 
Mushm State which has declared itself 
completely secular 

Welfare Party s philosophy 
emphasises developing closer relabons 
with Islamic counbies and advancuig Is¬ 
lamic values It IS to be seen how far it will 
compromise on it 


AFGHANISIAN 

Hekmatyar sworn-in PM amidst 
rockst attacks 

0 ^ June 27,1996, the former govern¬ 
ment oiemy, Gulbuddm Hekmatyar, 
was sw(ttn-in as Afghanutan's new Prune 
Minister amid rebel rocket fire that killed 
more than 40 people 

Hdcmatyar's alljuice with Rabbani 
ended four years of foudmg that desbovi d 
much of die Afghan capital and kilkd 
more than 25,000 people 

Many had hoped that Mr 
Hekmatyar's arrival in Kabul would 
symbolise renewed peace efforts How- 
evei^ thu was not to be as the Taliban 
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militia oppose both Mr Hekmatyar and 
President Rabbani. They demand their 
ouster and want that they be tried as war 
criminals. 

Hekmatyar's spokesman said that 
the new Prime Minister is offering an 
olive branch to the Taliban and a prom¬ 
ise of elections within the next six months 
to one year. "If the Taliban are really 
popular then let them contest elections 
and until then there should be no fight¬ 
ing", he said. 

EUROPEAN UNION 
Beef War Ends 

T he beef-war between Britain and its 
European partners ended on June 21, 
1996, wh^ an agreement to this effect was 
reached at Flormce summit. The summit 


was convened under the Chairmanship of 
Italian Prime Minister Ronumo Prodi. Mr 
Prodi, who made debut as summit host 
and chairman, won praise from EU col¬ 
leagues for his skilful tackling of the is¬ 
sue. While British officials described the 
agreement as 'reasonable', European offi¬ 
cials described it as 'face saving'. 

The agreement envisages measures that 
would lead to a, long-term eradication of 
Bovine Sportgifoim Eircepholopaffiy (BSE) 
from British cattles as well as a gradual lift¬ 
ing of the ban on British beef exports. In 
return, Britain signalled an end to its cam¬ 
paign of non-cooperation. 

John Major had succeeded in crippling 
the EU by vetoing all its proposals that 
requited unanimity amongst meiri>ers. 

Under the agreement, Britain will 
slaughter about 120,000 catties which are 


most Ukely to contract the dreaded BSE 
disease. Tlw ban will be lifted in five phases 
and the Government hopes that by autumn 
1996 the ban would become almost negli¬ 
gible. Though the crisis has apparently b^ 
resolved it is likely to damage Mr Major 
politically. The British PM has been accu^ 
of humiliating climb down from earlier 
position. The domestic criticism will focus 
on 70,000 extra cattles that the Government 
has agreed to slaughter under pressure from 
European Commission, Britain had main¬ 
tained that its plan to kill around 80,000 
cattles was all that was necessary to con¬ 
trol BSE. In turn Britain has persuaded 
Europe to part with another 160 million 
pouttds in compensation, raising to over 
800 million pounds the total amount of 
European money that will fiow in to com- 
poisate Britudr cattle farmers. 


lA 


Alps Academy 


iw'Ni Jmpmtin JU€$fi mf ii§M Jkmiuuii SMeetssu In Jmf Dieadit 

Director: Lt D>1. K. D. Segan (Retd.) Recipient of Chief of Amiy Staffs Commendation Card, Ex. GTO 
Posted Twice on die Panels of Slices Selection Boards. 







Interview: 


HDA/CDS S? 

IVtDA Entfaiice 

iTlDn Interviews 

HOTEL MANAGEMENT 
XSXli COURSES 


15 Days Course Starting 1 st & 1 ^ of Each Mondi Round The Year. 


Two Months Course by an expert Acuity. Afternoon Batches Round The Year. 


Coaching for Entrace and CO, Public Speaking and Interview 
Technique Round Itie Year. 


Entrance Exams and Interviews Technique Round The Year. 


Syllabus-Science A Maths 


-hic>sicl 



A For Further Enquiries, Please Contact Mrs. R. SKIAN (Psychologist) 

ALPS ACADGt4Y CB-185, Ring Road, Naraina, New DelN. Phones: ^298057,3298941 


















The Examiner’s 
Guess Questions 

Q. When was the Wbrld Environment Day observed? 

I A. June 5,1996 

Q. Which day was observed as the International Day Against 
' Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking? 

: A. June 26. 

Q. Who is the first Indian to air drop at the North Pole? 

A. Squadron leader Sanjay Thapar became ff\e first Indian air 
drop at the North Pole. 

Q. What were the nine original games of the 18% Olympics? 

A. The nine original disciplines w ere' athletics, cycling, fenc* 
ing, gymnastics, shooting, swimming, tennis, weightlifting and 
wrest^. 

Q. Who is the Only man to have won two gold medals in the 
100m event in Olympics? 

A. Carl Lewis, declared the winner of the 100m in the 1988 
Seoul Olympics after a positive drug test on Ben Johnson, is the 
only man to have won two gold m^als in the 100m event. 

Q. What is Fischerandom? 

A. US chess genius ^bby Fischer has introduced a new ver¬ 
sion of the game, called Fischerandom. It is based on the random 
alignment of pieces on the back row of the chessboard, offcrmg 
960 possible starting variations. Launching Fischerandom in Ar- 
I gentina, Fischer said that traditional chess had been dulled by 
endless analysis of limited startup possSiilities. He also alleged 
ffiat fraud had been introduced as certain matches were pre-ar- 
I ranged. The new chess would be much more interesting. 

Q. What is telecommuting? 

A. hriecommuting is a management concept where employ¬ 
ees wOTk fix>m home through computers, which saves commuting 
time and expenses and the need for having offices in high-rent 
areas. 

Q. Who is known as the 'Tather of the Internet"? 

A. Glen Ricart, who introduced the world to Internet in 1972, 
is known as "Father of the Internet". He designed the e-mail in 
early 70s but redesigned it in 1974 so that it could send unlimited 
number of messages. 

Q. Name the Indian States whose total direct tax collection 
exceeds Rs 1000 crore. 

A. Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra 
and Gi^at. 

Q. Where is the highest Stupa in the world situated? 

A. The highest Stupa in the world is situated near Abhishek 
Pushkami in 'Vaishali district of Bihar. 

Q. Name the first fast track project which will supply power 
in Andhra Pradesh? 

A. The 235 MW Jegurupadu power project of the GVK In¬ 
dustries in Andhra Ifradesh is the first fast track project which 
has started supplying power to the State. 
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Round-up of National Affairs 
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IITHLOKSABHA 

Coalition government takes charge: 
The lift Lok Sabha elections delivered 
the verdict of a hung Parliament, m which 
no party had fte abwlute mapnty to form 
a government The BJP emerged as fte 
single largest party but wift 160 seats was 
still ter behind fte halfway mark of 269 
seateiequiredforamaiority Buttheparty 
was hoj^ul of gftting fte support of re- 
gicmal groups and stak^ its ciabn to form 
a government The support did not 
materialise. After a two*day debate m Par¬ 


liament, Prime Minister Atal Behan 
Vajpayee decided to forego fte \ ote of con- 
hdence which he was sure to lose and re¬ 
signed after just 13 days m ol*ice 

The Congress with 136 seats was fte 
second largest party, but did not want to 
form a govemmMt It chose, instead, to 
support a government ted by fte United 
Front ThenewlyelectedJeaderoftheFront, 
H D Deve Gowda, formed the next gov¬ 
ernment and won a vote of confidence 
which he was required to do by June 12, 
1996 A2i-member cabinet of nunisters was 
sworn m India thus got its first Prune 


Minister who could not speak Hindi, 
showing fte perceptible powei shift in 
national politics 

The new government marked the be- 
gmning of a new era of coalition pohtics m 
fodia The government had been toimed 
bv a small group with the help ot diverse 
groups mrludmg theCommurusts and fte 
Congress Many were sceptical whether the 
government could survive its f uli'term and 
others found that the government ’* is 
backtrackmg on many promises, includmg 
taking a hard stand on cormptiqn and not 
includmg hawala tamted leaders in fte 
ministry The Congress support ensured 
that the new government would have to 
follow the policies of the Congress and the 
common muumum programme released by 
the United Front reflected those constraints 

The 10th Lok Sabha ended its last ses¬ 
sion on February 12,19% with a walk-out 
fte Opposition followmg the fizzlmg- 
out of a motion on fte hawala scandal 


RAJYA SABHA 

Biennial Elections The biennial elec¬ 
tions to the permanent body 
of the Union I egislature were held for tlw 
60 seats, excludmg the 11 scats m Uttar 
Pradesh tor which elections could not be 
held for want of Assenftly 

At the first mstance 19 candidates 
were declared elected unopposed Con¬ 
gress registered a dean sweep m Haryana, 
Himachal Fradeft, Madhya Pradesh and 
Assam and bagged 10 seate from other five 
States After fte conltst of February 19, 
1996, fte Congress won 21 seats, the BJP 
10, fte Janata Dai 8, fte CPl-M and the 
AlAOMK 5 each, Telegu Desam (Naidu) 
4, Shiv Sena 2, and CPI, AGP Forward 
Bloc, TDP (NTR) and Independents got 
one each The promment ieadm elechwl 
were former Karnataka Chief Minister 
Ramakrishna Hegde, Union Ministers 
S B Chavan and Mr N KP Salve 

AUQUST 'M COMPETITION MASTEB «S 





SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


SCANDALS 
A gallery of rogues 

S candals broke with alarming fre¬ 
quency. The Rao government, perhaps, 
presided over the maximumnumber of scan¬ 
dals in the history of independent India. The 
sums involved were huge but the scandals 
were just cme aspect of the plague of conup- 
tion that has come to plague dte a^untry. 
Some of the scandals uncovered were; 


Scandal 

Hear 

Approx Amount 

Securities scam 

1992 

Rs 5,000 crore 

Sugar scam 
Fodder scam 

1994 

Rs 650 crore 

(Bihar) 

1995 

Rs 600 crore 

Housing scam 
Flawala 

1995 

Rs 17.4 crore 

scandal 

JMM bribery 

1995 

Rs 65 crore 

case 

1995 

Rs 3 crore 

Urea scandal 

1996 

• Rs 133 crore 


Hawala Scandal: The country's larg- 
^t case of political corruption was trig¬ 
gered in 19W. The arrest of two Kashmiri 
militants revealed that money had been 
paid to them through a hawala network. 
The trail led to S.K. Jain and his brothers. 
A surprise C6I raid on their farmhouse in 
Delhi in 1991 unearthed a set of diaries 
which recorded their hawala transactions. 
They mentioned 115 people, including 40 
politicians and 18 bureaucrats as recipients 
of huge amounts, a total of Rs 65 crore. 
Acting on a public interest litigation in the 
Supreme Court charging the CBI of delib¬ 
erately delaying investigations, the Court 
started applying pressure on the CBI to 
move faster. In March 1994,18 bureaucrats' 
were chargesheeted. Furdier proddu^ from 
the Court resulted in action being takoi 
against die'politicians. January 16,1996, 
the CBI charged Arif Mohammad Khan, 
Arjun Singh, Balram Jakhar, Devi Lai, 
Kalpnath Rai, L.K. Advani, Madhav Rao 
Sdndia, V.C. Shukla and Y^shwant Sinha, 
who were accused (rf havii^ received sums 
ranging from Rs 10.5.1ai^ to Rs 749.6 
lakhs. On February 22,14 more p«sons 
were chargesheeted, inciuding.Jaffar 


Sharief, N.D. Hwari, Harmohan Dhawan, 
Natwar Singh and Sharad Yadav. The 
Supreme Court freed the CBI from the 
PM's control on March 1, 1996 and as¬ 
sumed direct monitoring. 

Bihar Fodder Scam: In Bihar, there 
was scandal of another kind. The State's 
Accountantdeneral had reported that ab¬ 
normal withdrawals of funds had taken 
place in the Anima) Husbandry Depart¬ 
ment (AHD). Recorck showed that a hen 
at an AHD farm ate 40 kg of feed every 
day and the total amount of feed consumed 
in one month by the 2,000 hens was actu¬ 
ally enough to feed them for 40 years! 
Crores had been spent on cattle dtat never 
existed and payments made for supplies 
that were never delivered. The funds were 
obviously being siphoned off by officials. 
Raids in the Ranchi office yielded Rs 80 
lakhs in cash and jewellery worth Rs 6 
lakhs, while an official had a factory to 
produce letterheads of fictitious firms deal¬ 
ing in cattle feed. The sum looted by the 
officials in this fashion for the past five 
years was Rs 600 crore. The Bihar govern¬ 
ment set up a one-man commission of en¬ 
quiry and lodged FIRs agaist 458 persons, 
including 160 govenunent employees. 

Housing scam: For years, govern¬ 
ment houses have been allotted to drose 
who paid bribes to officials. But nothing 
was done, even after the C AG drew atten¬ 
tion to the scwdal. It was left to the Su¬ 
preme Court to take note of the allegations 
that some 8,700 out-of-hun allottees had 
paid bribes ranging from Rs 20,000 to Rs 1 
lakh. The ministry rules allow for 20 per 
cent of housing allotments to be made on 
a discretionary basis, but under the former 
Ministers Sheila Kaul and P.K. Thungon, 
they were as high as 50 per cent and in 
some cases the percentage was more than 
85. The former personal assistants of Kaul 
and Thungon were arrested while 10 jun¬ 
ior officers were suspended. Kaul had also 
allotted 43 ^ops and stalls in prime areas' 
in Delhi to her friends and relatives. Kaul, 
who was appointed as Governor of 
Himachal Pradesh, stuck to her position 
even as the Supreme Court indicated diat 


she step down. It was only after the Presi¬ 
dent said that she should resign to safe¬ 
guard and uphold constitutional propriety, 
that Kaul made her graceless exit on April 
21,1996 and obtained anticipator/bail. 

JMM Bribery Scandal: The scandal 
surfaced into prominence with the filing of 
a Public Interest petition by the Rashtriya 
Mukti Morcha, alleging that four MPs of 
die Jharkhand Mukti Morcha OMM), Suraj 
Mandal, Shailendra Mahto, Shibu Soren 
and Simon Marandi, had received huge 
amounts of money in 1993 to vote against 
the no-confidence motion faced by the Rao 
government. The petition stated that 
hawala operator S.K. Jain had admitted 
paying Rs 3 crore to Chandraswami at the 
behest of Rao to engineer defections and 
that the CBI was trying to cover up Rao's 
role. Mahto annouced on February 26, 
1996 that he, along with three other JMM 
MPs, had received Rs 40 lakh each in July, 
1993. The CBI registered FIRs against the 
four members of the Lok Sabha under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act but on June 
11, 1996, the Supreme Court upheld the 
Delhi High Court order asking the CBI to 
file a fresh FIR. The next day a fresh FIR 
was filed by the CBI which named former 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and his 
cabinet colleagues V.C. Shukla, Satish 
Skarma, Ajit Singh, R.K. Dhawan and 
former Haryana Chief Minister Bhajan Lai. 
The FIR also named industrialist Lalit Suri 
and JMM MP Suraj Mandal. 

Urea Scandal: The latest scandal to 
tumble out of the government's cupboard 
relates to the advance payment of Rs 133 
crore to a little known Turldsh firm, Karsan 
Ltd, for import of urea which was never 
delivered. Officials of the public sector 
National Fertilisers Ltd (NFL), including 
its managing director C.K. Ramakrishan, 
were suspended. The finger of suspicion 
fell on Narasimha Rao's son Prabhakar 
Rao, his relative Sanjeeva Rao and former 
fertiliser minister Ram Lakhan Singh 
Yada v's son Prakash Chandra. The fraudu¬ 
lent deal showed how the ptiblic sector is 
misused by politicians to obtiiin kicjcbacks. 
Praka^ Qikndra and Sambasiva Rao, the 
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agent of Kanan Ltd, were arrested and 
Prabhakar Rao was simunoned for quesbon- 
ing The State Bank of India and the Resenre 
of India were also found to have ove^ 
looked foeir dubes and released the foreign 
exchange without taking precaubons 
Mumbai Port h'ust Scandal The 
CBI filed a FIR agamst the Mumbai Port 
Trust (MPT) Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman for dishonestly flouting gov¬ 
ernment instructions and board guide¬ 
lines in the matter of allotting prime 
commercial space to its counsel, Kiran 
Choudhary, at a fraction of the cost In¬ 
vestigations revealed that in 199T the 
rooms in the office complex of the MPT 
had been leased to Choudhary the 
daughter-in-law of Bansi 1 al, at the 
throwaway price of Rs S7 20 per square 
metre when the market rate exceeded Rs 
1000 per square metre In turn, 
Choudhary sub leased the accommoda¬ 
tion to a private company, helping her 
to reap sizeable profits CBI superinten¬ 
dent YP Singh who was handling the 
case, was transferred 


STATES 

Change of government in many 
States 

Karunanidhi becomes CM in llimil 
Nadu* On May 13,1996, M Karunamdhi 
was sworn m as the Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu for the fourth tune He first became 
the Chief Mmister m 1969 The rout of 
AIADMK m the eleebons was attributed 
to various reasons ranging from 
Jayalalitha's growmg indifference to pub¬ 
lic sentiments, and to her aligning with the 
Congress 

Bansi Lai takes over in Haryana; On 
May 10,19%, the Governor of Haryana 
mvited Bansi Lai, leader of the Haryana 
Vikas Party (HVP), to form a Government 
The HVP emerged as the smgle largest 
party The Congress, which had 55 seats m 
the dissolved House, won only 9 seats this 
time. Bansi Lai's claim was strengthened 
by fhe support from three independents 


and the BJP, which won 10 seats 

Bansi Lai was sworn m as the Chief 
Minister of Haryana for the fourfo tune 
Larlior he had been the Chief Minister m 
1968, 1972 and 1986 Immediately after 
assummg olfice Bansi Lai ordered totel 
prohibition in the State from July 1,1996, 
as per its electoral promise 

Mohanta takes over in Assam In 
GuwahdU Chief MimsterPrafuUa Kumar 
Mohanta of Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) 
was sworn m on May 15,1996 It is for the 
second tune that Mohanta became Chief 
Minister of Assam When he hrst became 
the Chief Minister m 1985, he created a 
record of baommg the youngest person to 
become CM But following a spht m the 
party the AGP did badly in the 1991 elec- 
taons 

Return of the Left in Kerala On May 
20, 1996 the CPM-led Left Democratic 
Front headed by E K Nayanar was sworn 
m Kerala In the recent eleebons the LDF 
led by CPM i^istned a decisive wm over 
the Congress-led Umted Democratic Front 
It is for die thud time that Nayanar has 
been appointed the Chief Minister 

DMK-led coalition in Pondicheny: 
The DMK-led coabbon government head^ 
by R V Janakuaman was sworn m on May 
27,19% Havmg won nine seats m the elee¬ 


bons, the Congress emerged as tiie single 
largest party m tire 30-mmnber House But 
it did not stake its claim to form the gov¬ 
ernment Later the Lieutenant Governor 
mvited DMK and its alhes to form gov¬ 
ernment The DMK and its allies Tbiml 
Maanila Congress and the CPI together 
got 15 seats The present Muustry is the 
13th in the Union Territory and DMK has 
got the disbnrbon of leadmg all the four 
coalition governments m the UT 

Basu gets fifth term in West Bengal* 
On May 20,1996, the Marxist leader Jyoli 
Basu was sworn in Chief Mmister of West 
Bengal for a record fifth time m a row He 
hrst becam»the Chief Minister m 1977 af¬ 
ter voting Sidhartha Shankar Ray Govern¬ 
ment out of power Basu began his active 
political career m 1946 After independence 
he wrested tire Baranagore seat in 1952 
and retamed it till 1972 when he sufieied 
the only defeat of hts career Thereafter he 
moved to Satgachia constituency whidt 
he retams 


JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Elections promise return of nor^ 
malcy: Uncertamty whether militants 
would allow elections to be held m Kash- 
nur ended witii tire Koldmg of successful 


AUGUST '96 COMPETITION MASTER «7 





SPlECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


and largely violenre-free elections for the 
Lok Sabha seats in the State. 

The election results showed that Con¬ 
gress had swept the polls and won the 


I the ethnic violence against the Santhal 
I trihals. Incrca6ii\g population of non-Bodo 
I tribals, Muslims and other migrants has 
I led to shrinking of the land mass earlier 


seats from Ladakh, Jammu, Baramulla and 
Srinagiir. The results debunked the theory 
of forced elections. Both Indian and for¬ 
eign media had reported that elections 
were held with threats by the army. But 
the Congress victory showed that the 
people had voted with their minds and 
not with fear. It was a vote for rettirn of 
normalcy. A positive indication was that 
terrorism seemed to have been con¬ 
trolled in the valley, inspite of 
Pakistan's known involvement. 


ASSAM 

Ethnic violence rises again; The in- 
! stallation of Prafuiia Kumar Mohanta's 
I ministry coincided with a spurt of violence 
in Assam. Ethnic clashes in Kokrajhar and 
Bongaigaon claimed 75 lives within a 
week, including those of superintendent 
of police R.K. Singh, former minister 
Nagen Neog and prominent newspaper 
editor Parag Das. Nearly two lakh people 
were rendered homeless following torch¬ 
ing of 65 villages in the Kokrajhar district. 
Army and paramilitary forces were de¬ 
ployed in the State with shoot at sight 


available to the Bodo tribals. There is in- 
creasiitg resentment among the dominant 
tribal community leading to attacks by the 
Bodo militants on non-Bodo settlers. There 
is also the issue of including the villages 
along the 10 km border widi Bhutan in 
the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) 
which has not been sorted out. The All 
Bodo Students Union (ABSU) disowned 
the 1993 Bodo accord over this issue and 
reverted to the demand for a separate 
State. 

The Bodos are also outnumbered by 
the Adivasis who constitute 30 per cent of 
the population and work as labourers in 
the tea gardens. The Bodos want them out 
too. There may also be political factors, as 
Santhalis are pro-Congress and had even 
put up their own candidate in the elec¬ 
tions. 


TRIPURA 

Insurgents threaten to deport outoid- 
ers: After serving notices on January 1, 
19% the outlawed All Inpura Tiger Force 
(ATTF) has been building up pressure to 
deporijhe foreigners horn Tripura. Disre¬ 
garding the Indira-Mujib Pact, they asked 
people, who. came to the State afto 1949 



but were not enlisted in the voter list of 
1951, to leave the State by June 30. The 
ATTF announced to launch 'Operation 
Raukhaly' (operation deportation) to 
push back foreigners from July 1, be¬ 
sides calling a 10-day State-wide bandh. 
By comparing the present demographic 
complexion with what it was on Octo¬ 
ber 15,1949, when Tripura merged with 
Indian Union, the militants stress that 
during 47 years, the tribal population 
in Tripura has declined from 90 per cent 
to 31 per cent, while the population of 
Tripura has increased six times. The Left 
Front government in Tripura ruled out 
deportation of any person who came 
ihto the State before March 23,1971. 

Chief Minister and tribal leader 
Dasaratha Deb said that according to 
the Indira-Mujib pact, it was impossible 
to push back those people who came 
here before the stipulated date. To dis¬ 
pel apprehensions amongst militants, 
government has launched various 
schemes to bring them in the main¬ 
stream. It signed a bi-partite agreentent 
with die All Tlripura Tribal Force in 
1993. 


orders. 

Several fectors have played a role in 


Reading towanls AIDS ^tidwnte 
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

Supreme Court to the rescue of 
Chakma refugees: Following a public in¬ 
terest litigaticxi filed by the National Hu¬ 
man Rights Commission, the Supreme 
Court on January 10, 1996 directed the 
Arunachal Pradesh government to ensure 
that the life and liberty of Chakma refu¬ 
gees is protected. The Chakmas, who were 
displaced three decades ago by the Kaptai 
Hydel Power Project in Bangladesh, got 
settied in Assam, Tripura and Arunachal. 
But the settlement of the Chakma and 
Hajong refugees causes heartburn among 
the local people. A white paper released 
by the Artmachal Pradesh government on 
March 15, 1996 says that ttie customary 
laws of the indigenous people have been 
violated and traditional rights encroached 
upon by allowing the settlement of the 
refugees. It also says that allegations of 
human rights violations by the Chakmas 
are exaggerated and that the local people 
feel that they would be reduced to a mi- i 
nority. 


MAHARASHTRA 

Srikrishna Commission Reinstated; 
After four months of dissolving it, 
Maharashtra Government on May 28,1996 
announced the reinstatement of the 
Srikrishna Commission. The Commission 
was set up uruler the chairmanship of Jus¬ 
tice B.N. Srikrishna in 1993 to prpbe into 
the riots that engulfed Mumbai in Decem¬ 
ber 1992 and January 1993. The Commis^ 
Sion was initially set up for six months 
but repeatedly got extensions. Finally on 
January 23,1^ the Maharashtra Govern¬ 
ment artnounced its decision to dissolve 
it. The goverrunent's decision was based 
on the perception that the continuation of 
dte Commisfflon may lead to some sort df 
communal tensions, besides its being tax¬ 
ing the exchequer heavily. The dissolution 
of the Commission evoked resentment 
from Natiraial Mirtorities Commission and 
various political parties. A Pidslic Interest 
Petition challen^ng govamotoit's order 


was also filed in the Mumbai High Cou^. 

Enron Project Cleared: The 
Maharashtra government cleared the re¬ 
vised Enron project on January 8, 1996, 
thus ending a long drawn out controversy. 
The cost of the 2450 MW project has been 
reduced from Rs 9,060 crore to Rs 6,424 
crore. The tariff has been reduced from Rs 
2.40 to Rs 1.86 per unit, which will result 
in savings of Rs 25,000 crore, according to 
calculations of the goveriunent. 

Chief Mmister Manohar Joshi absolved 
the Sharad Pawar government of receiving 
kickbacks and ruled out a probe. The State 
government, however, asked Enron chief 
execubve Rebecca Mark to list the redpi- 
aits of the Rs 60 crore that the company 
has paid allegedly to "educate Indians". 

CAUVERY WATER DISPUTE 

T he long standing dispute between 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu on shar¬ 
ing of waters from the Cauvery river 
erupted once again. Karnataka refused to 
release 11 tme ft of water as ordered by the 
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal on De¬ 
cember 19 essentially required for paddy 
crops in Tamil Nadu, which then peti¬ 


tioned die Supreme Court. The Court di¬ 
rected die Prime Minister to resolve the 
issue and convene a meeting of the Chief 
Ministers of the two States. The two-day 
initiative on new year eve yielded noth¬ 
ing. The Prime Minister asked Karnataka 
to release six tme ft of water. He also an¬ 
nounced the constitution of an experts' 
group headed by Vice Chancellor of JNU 
and former member of the Planning Com¬ 
mission, Dr YK. Alagh, to assess the sta¬ 
tus of the crops in the two States. 

SECURITY ” 

Arms'Drop in Purulia: In an alarm¬ 
ing breach of the nation's security, an uni-' 
dendfied aircraft roared over the villages 
of Deradi, Ganodi and Ghatanda in West 
Bengal's Purulia district and dropped 
huge crates of firearms, rocket launchers 
and grenades on December 19. Among the 
arms recovered were AK-47 rifles, pistols, 
rocket launchers and anti-tank graiades. 

A few days iatei^ on Decenier 22, a 
Pakistan-bound Russian-made AN-26 air¬ 
craft was intercepted by the Indian Air 
Force and was made to force land at 
Bombay. The crew confessed that the 
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weapons were dropped by thenx 

The then Union Home Minister S.B. 
Chavan accused Pakistan's Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) for the incident but de¬ 
tails of the gun miming mission could only 
be known after investigations. Hie crew 
were taken to Calcutta for trial and the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
starte^d its investigations. 

Following the arms dropping inci¬ 
dent, the.VK. Jain Committee was ap¬ 
pointed to probe loopholes in air security. 


uw 

Attempt to suicide penal offence: The 
Supreme Court on March 21,1996 ruled 
that an attempt to suicide or its abetment 
was a penal offence. It reversed its earlier 
judgement which had declared that the 
provisions for punishment under the In¬ 
dian Penal Code were unconstitutional. It 
rejected all contentions challenging Sec¬ 
tion 306 of the IPC (abetment) which pro¬ 
vides for punishment upto 10 years 
imprisonment and a fine. It also upheld 
the constitutional validity of Section 309 
i IPC (attempt to commit suicide) which 
provides for simple imprisonment upto 
! oite year or Bne or both. The ruling of the 


Supreme Court states that the right to life 
as guaranty under Article 21 of the In¬ 
dian Constitution, did not include the 
right to die. Thus, the Supreme Court over- 
mled the judgements of the High Coiuts 
of Bombay and Delhi, as also its own 
judgement of 1994 which declared Section 
309 of die IPC as unconstitutional. 

Arbitration Ordinance issued; The 
President issued an ordinance, which be¬ 
came operative on January 25,1996, that 
amends the law‘relating to domestic and 
international arbitration and enforcement 
of foreign arbitral awards. The government 
had brought in a bill to amend the arbitra¬ 
tion law in June, 1995, which was referred 
to a Parliamentary Committee. It was 
slated for discussion in the winter session 
of Parliament, but could not be taken up 
because of the impasse in Parliament. 

The ordinance brings a dispensation 
where arbitration in In^a will be based 
on UNCTRAL (United Nations Centre for 
International Trade Law) model. This uni- 
fi« various business laws of the world. 

SC ruling puts doctors under Con¬ 
sumer Act: The Supreme Court on No¬ 
vember 13, 1995, held that the service 
rendered by a medical practitioner (except 
where it is rendered free of charge or un- 
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der a contract of personal service) would 
fall within die ambit of "service" as de¬ 
fined in the Consumer Protection Act aiui 
that patients who received deficient ser¬ 
vices by the medical profession and hos¬ 
pitals were entitled to claim damages 
under the Act. 

Judges are independent of Govt: SC: 
In a significant judgement to insulate the 
judiciary from executive influence, the 
Supreme Court on Noteirdjer 24,1995 held 
that the relationship betw'een a High Court 
Judge and the Govenunent cannot be de¬ 
scribed as one of master and servant, and 
judges of the higher judiciary cannot there¬ 
fore be said to hold a post under the Cen¬ 
tre or State. 

SC Upholds Validity of Civilian 
Awards: The Supreme Court upheld the 
constitutional validity of civilian 
awards but criticised the government 
for its failure to exercise restraint in 
granting Padma Vibhushan, Padma 
Bhushan and Padma Shri Awards. The 
judgement said that the guidelines for 
selection of recipients are wide and im¬ 
precise and amenable for abuse. It said 
that the national awards were not titles 
and if they used as such, the defaulter 
should forfeit the award. 

The judgement said that no awards 
should be conferred except with the rec¬ 
ommendation of the national committee 
and this should have the approval of the 
Presidoit and the Prime Minister of In¬ 
dia. Furdrer, the total number of awards 
in all categories should be restricted to 
50. 


AGRICULTURE 

Good year for agriculture: Mtitgood 
memsoon ia the eighth successive yeai^ 
agriculture brightened up during 1995. 
Record foodgrain production of 19L10 
million tohnes widr a surplus of about 
45 million tonnes opened gates to global 
export markets in underexploited areas 
of cereals. 

The total exports of principal agricul- 
commodities , rose to Rs 10,950.73 
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crate till October 1995 which showed a 
marginal increase. The share of cereals and 
rice increased. 

The Small Farmers Agri-business 
Consortium (SFAC) began work in more 
districts to provide a linkage between 
farmers and industry. As many as 183 
Krishi Vigyan Kendras were establi^ed 
and another 78 KVKs sanctioned to take 
technology to the farmers. 


DEMOGRAPHY 

Sharp rise in Muslim population: The 
Muslim population has recorded a faster 
growth rate than all other major religions, 
registering a 32.76 per cent rise during 
1981-1991. According to the report pub¬ 
lished by the Census Commissioner of 
India, 24 million people have been added 
to the Muslim population during the pe¬ 
riod, recording a growth rate 10 per cent 
more than that of the Hindu population. 
In 26 ot the 30 States and Union Territo¬ 
ries, the Muslim population was growing 
faster than any other religion. 

The Muslim population went up from 
10.88 per cent of the national population 
in 1981 to 11.67pcrcentin 1991. The Hindu 
population declined from 83.09 to 82.41 
per cent during the same period. 


EDUCATION 

Open Universities come of age; Open 
and distance education has come of age 


in India with its first open university, the 
Indira Gandhi Open University (IGNOU), 
completing ten years in November 1995. 
IGNOU today is a focal point of distance 
learning and is among the top ten such 
institutions in the world. 

IGNOU was opened in 1985 to pro¬ 
vide opportunities of higher learning to 
the educationally disadvantageous groups 
like working people, housewives and 
those living in far flung places, who could 
not avail this opportunity in the early life. 

Since 1985 four other open Universi¬ 
ties have opened. These arc; Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar University in Hyderabad, 
Yashwant Rao Chavan University in Nasik, 
Nalanda University in Patna and Kota 
University in Kota (Rajasthan). 


ENVIRONMENT 

Land degradation continues in India: 
Nearly half of the total geographical area 
of 329 million has degraded in India, while 
more of it is being degraded every year, 
according to the 13th report of the Parlia¬ 
ment Standing Committee on Science, 
Technology, Enviioiunentand Fores'ts. The 
Committee did not agree with the view of 
the Ministry of Environment and Forests 
that the target of extending the forest cover 
of 33% of the area could not be met due to 
the inadequate allocation of funds. 

The Committee has emphasised com¬ 
pensatory afiorestation to take place at a 
faster pace. It said that during the ei^di 


plan, afforestation efforts suffered. 


STATUS OF WOMEN 

Eventful year for women; The year 
1995 turned out to be an eventful year for 
women. The year witnessed one of the . 
largest ever international meets abthe 
fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing where over 30,000 participants 
brought women's issues at the centre stage 
of development. 

The Indira Mahila Yojana (IMY) was 
launched to integrate various sectoral 
programmes for women's welfare. 

A major initiative has been taker with 
the drafting of the national policy on 
women. The draft calls for elimination of 
all forms of violence agaiirst women and 
time-bound plans. 

The National Women’s Conference 
was reconstituted with Mrs Mohini Giri 
being appointed as its chairperson. 

In child welfare, a major step was 
taken to expand the Integrated Child 
Development Service (ICDS). Adoles^t 
girls were also brou^t under the ICDS by 
providing them health and nutritional care, 
functional literacy and vocational training. 

A National Creche Fund was set up 
during the year with a corpus of Rs 20 
ciore to provide assistance to voluntary 
organisations tor opening new creches. 

The Mahila Samriddhi Yojana (MSY) 
enidiied 1.25 crore poor rural wonien to 
open their accounts. 


PLANNING 

Implementation of Child Labour. 
Sdicme Tardy: According to a report by 
die Centre for Concern for Child Labour, 
die Mtdnitious Rs 850 crore programme to 
eim^te child labour from hazardous oc¬ 
cupations is not progressing well. The 
pnmramme was launched in September 
1995, a year after Ae Prime Miruster an- 
aouitoed die government's commitment 
to eltoiinate child labour in his Indepen- 
day address. 

Afainst a modest target of pulling out 
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4 Jakh chiidren a year, only 70,000 chil¬ 
dren have been covered so far. At this rate, 
the annual target can only be reached by 
the year 2000. 

The major hazardous occupations in¬ 
clude carpet weaving, cement manufac¬ 
turing, building construebon, matchbox 
arvd manidacturing and glass mak¬ 
ing. 

The States with the highest number 
of child workers are: Andhra Pradesh 19.50 
lakh, Madhya- Pradesh 16.99 lakh, 
Maharashtra 15.58 lakh, UP 14.35 lakh and 
Kantataka with 11.31 lakh. 

New poverty alleviation programme 
launched; Hw Prime Minister's Integrated 
Urban Poverty Eradication Programme, 
envisagitig an investment of Rs 6400 crore, 
was lauitched by Mr Narasimha Rao on 
November 18,1995. The key components 
of the approach are empowering the com¬ 
munity, stiengfiiening urban local bodies 
and involvement of non-government 
organisations. The reach and effectiveness 
of existing sectoral programmes would be 
enhanced to have a bearing on the urban 
poor. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS 

India-Pakistan Relations remain at 
lowest ebb: hidia charged, Pakstan, again 
on February 29, 1996 of involvement in 
cross border terrorism and narcotics trade. 
In a detailed statement of the Ministry of 
External Affairs, five such incidents have 
been mentioned. In addition to the Purulia 
arms-drop and the seizure of 361 pistols 
and ammunition by the Delhi police, the 
other documented incidents are arrest in 
1995 of a Pakistani nabonal with a con¬ 
signment of arms. An arms catch was also 
made in February following the arrest of 
four Pakistani nationals who were carry¬ 
ing pistols, ammunition and narcotics. 

The Pakistan High Commissioner, Mr 
Riaz Khokhar, was summoned to the for¬ 
eign' office on April 29,1996 and told that 
his comments i^ut Sections in Jammu 
and Kashmir being "rigged" were unac- 
c^tahle, provocative aitd amounted to in- 
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terference in India's internal affairs. 

Mr Khokhar had termed the I.,ok 
Sabha elections being held in Jammu and 
Kashmir as "farce", in an interview to a 
newspaper. 

Treaty on Mahakali river with Nepal: 
India and Nepal signed a treaty on Janu¬ 
ary 30, 1996 for the integrated develop¬ 
ment of the Mahakali river basin. The 
treaty was signed by the then External Af¬ 
fairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee and his 
Nqialese counte'rpart, Prakash Chandra 
Ixihani. It recognises Nepal's equal rights 
for water sharing and other benefits ac¬ 
cruing from future projects on the river. A 
long standing grievance has thus been 
resolved. 

India also agreed on January 27,1996 
to open a second transit route at Phulwari 
on the Indo-Bangladesh border for giv¬ 
ing easy access to export of Nepalese 
goods and announced a package for 
phasing out non-tariff barriers and en¬ 
couraging more direct investment in the 
Himalayan kingdom. 

Visit of President Emomali 
Rakhmanov of Tajikistan: During his visit 
to India from December 11,19,95 Tajikistan 
President Emomali Rakhmanov cautioned 
against external interference saying that it 
posed a threat to peace and stability in the 
region. Besides Indo-Tajik relations, the 
situation in Afghanistan was discussed 
and developments in Tajikistan, which is 
being sd7jected to an onslaught by extrem¬ 
ist forces. 

Six agreements were signed during 
the visit covering political consultations, 
expansitm of trade ties and cooperation in 
the fields of health, environment, science 
and technology, culhire, art and cinema¬ 
tography. 

Protocol signed with France: India 
and France signed a financial pro¬ 
tocol on January 31, 1996 committing 
Fi^ch funding for specified pmjects upto 
a sum of 376 million francs (about Rs 263 
crore). The agreement was signed by the 
French ambassador in India, Philippe Petit 
and V. (!]ovindrajan, jerint secretary in the 
Department of Economic Affairs. A sum 


of Rs 3.3 crore is for feasibility studies for 
power, food processing and elKtronics sec¬ 
tor prefects and another Rs 593 crore will 
be used to fund projects in the mining and 
irrigation sectors. 

Pacts to boost economic ties with 
Canada; India and Canada signed 47 busi¬ 
ness deals worth $ 2.94 billion during ffie 
visit of Canadian Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien to India. The two countries also 
expressed their determination to work 
with the international community to com¬ 
bat terrorism in all its forms. At the con¬ 
clusion of his six-day visit on January 14, 
1996, a joint statement was issued exhort¬ 
ing all States to deny support to terrorists 
and support strengthening of global dis¬ 
armament and non-proliferation agenda. 

However, the visiting PM abo held 
the threat of "toughening import restric¬ 
tions" against go^s pr^uced by child 
labour. He said ffiat Canadian companies 
were going to specifically prohibit child 
labour from being used in any goods they 
import. This caused some consternation 
among officials and businessnum. 

Differences also persisted over India's 
stand over the NPT. Canada asked India 
to sign the controversial treaty. India in¬ 
sisted that the treaty be linked to the goal 
of universal disarmament. 

Agreements to boost economic ties 
with Israel: India and Israel signed three 
agreements on January 29,1996 on promo¬ 
tion and protection of bilateral investment, 
customs cooperation and avoidance of 
double taxation to boost economic and 
trade relations between the* two coun¬ 
tries. 

The Israeli government offered a $ 
100 million line of credit to the Exim 
Bank of India for financing exports of 
capital goods from Israel to Inffia. The 
Exim Batd( would exjtend $ 25 million 
line of credit on reciprocal basis. The two 
govenunents also agreed to assist de¬ 
velopment of joint ventures particularly 
in high-tech industries, telecommunica¬ 
tions, aviation, agriculture and agro¬ 
technology, healthcare and medical 
equipment and textiles. 
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Round-up of International Affairs 


Last 12 months in Review ! 

The last 12 months witnessed historic events that could change world history. 
People in countries across the world have been expressing themsehres and opting j 
for governments that more closely reflect their needs. From Israel to Eastern Eu> I 
rope to Bangladesh, established ideas and regimes were getting upset in the face I 

of people's wilt. In Taiwan, the elections took on the mi^t of no less a power than I 

China. 

World history may remember 1996 as the year of the change, sometimes for 
old ideas and values. In Israel the people opted for the hardliner Beniamin Netanyahu 
and turned away from the dream of Nobel Peace Prize winner Shimon Peres, in 
countries across Eastern Europe and Russia, former communists staged a come* 
back; it would have seemed impossible a few years ago, but even Solidarity leader 
Lech Walesa was sent back by the people in favour of the communist Josef Olesky 
In Poland. 

The period also saw peace return to the troubled Bosnia. The Chechen con¬ 
flict too seemed to be over with Russia finalfy gaining an upper hand. But in Sri 
Lanka the war of the LTTE did not show signs of ending. 

The world continued to have summits and conferences, the biggest one being 
the UN Women's Conference in Beijing. Talks on nuclear non-proliferation domi¬ 
nated the world. After the signing of the NPT, the superpowers geared up for the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), for which preparations started during the j 
year. j 


i 


ISRAEL 

Hardliner Netanyahu takes charge: 
Likadu leader Benjamin Netanyahu got 
just 50.4'I‘i> of the votes, or 29,507 votes 
more than Peres out of the 3.1 million votes 
cast. But the margin was enough to install , 
him as Prime Minister of Israel. Peres had | 
been the architect of the Middle-East peace j 
process and had won the Nobel Prize tor i 
his efforts. But the people of Israel were j 
turning away from his "land for peace" ! 
accord, since even surrendering of land i 
could not pacify the Arab militant groups, 1 
who continued to bomb civilian targets in | 
Israel. Hamas suicide bombers had killed 
people in Jerusalem, Ashkelon and Tel Aviv 
in March 1996. This had led to a peace 
summit in Egypt, in which more than 30 
nations participated. 

Israel responded to the Hamas bomb¬ 
ings by launching ‘Operation Grapes of 
Wrath' and Lebanon was pounded by 


land, sea and air. The UN Security Coun¬ 
cil criticised Israel's continuing air raids 
aimed at destroying Hezbollah as a mili- 
lary force. The operation got out of hand 
when on April 18,1996, Israel bombed a 
UN shelter in Qana and killed more than 
100 refugees. A UN report released on May 
7,1996, said that the operation was not an 
accident but deliberate. Israel denied the 
accusations. 

Netanyahu Ls a hardliner. Soon after 
his election, he declared on June 1 that he 
would reassess the Israeli-Paiestinlan 
peace negotiations and put on hold any 
further talks with Syria and Lebanon, Not 
surprisingly, the Ajrab world was taken 
aback and fear gripped its leaders. Ihou^ 
Netanyahu made a conciliatcnry speech, he 
had already pledged to prevent establish¬ 
ment of a Palestinian State and to give 
troops freer hand in operating in PLO 
areas. Netanyahu's elec^ thus marked 
a histone change of direction in Middle- 


East politics. But the people of Israel them¬ 
selves do not agree in which direction their 
country should go. The mandate is not 
clear but the victory of Netanyahu showed 
that Israelis were losing patience with ftte 
peace process. The responsibility of peace 
lies on toe Arabs ^ well as ^ael. The 
Arabs cannot expect Israelis to talk of peace 
as toey continue planting bombs in Israel. 

Arafat Elected President; In the elec¬ 
tions held on January 20, 1996, Yasser 
Arafat was elected as the first President of 
the Palestinian State with a landslide vic¬ 
tory securing 88% of the 1 million voles 
cast. The militont group Hamas boycotted 
toe elections. On April 24,1996, toe Pales¬ 
tinian Council adopted the amendment 
revoking clauses from the PLO charter 
calling for Israel's destruction. The amend¬ 
ment ended 32 years of armed stni^gle 
against Israd. Arafat was bound by the 
1993 peace accord to initiate the move/or 
the amendment. 


IRAN 

Conservatives lose majority: In the 
two-stage polls in Iran, the conservative 
religious and political group, the Combat¬ 
ant Clergy Association (CCA), lost an 
outright control of the 270-seat Iran's Pa^ 
liament. The final results, as emerged on 
April 22,1-9%, revealed that although the 
Conservatives remained the largest single 
group in the House, they would have to 
depend on the support of toe indepen¬ 
dents for survival. All the previous four 
assemblies, since tire 1979 revolution, were 
dominated by one ftsetion or group. 

Rushdie EMinetated: On March 11, 
1996 Iran announced its decision to drop 
the death senhmee on the ImUan-botn 
British writer Salman Rushdie, the autoor 
of toe book 'The Sataruc \ferses'. The tdief 
came to Rushdie after seven years. It was 
on I^bruary 14,1989 tiut tire late Iranian 
leadar Ayatollah Khomeini issued tire 
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fatm pronouncing the death sentence on 
him and in a radio broadcast exhorted all 
Muslims to carry out the sentence. Though 
Rushdie had tendered unqualified apolo¬ 
gies for the distress caused on account of 
his book, the death sentence was not re¬ 
voked. Since then Rushdie has been liv¬ 
ing under tight security. 


AFGANiSTAN * 

Peace Accord Signed: Two months af¬ 
ter getting an offer from President 
Burhanuddin Rabbaiu, former Prime Min¬ 
ister and erstwhile foe Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, head of the Hezb-e-lslami, on 
May 25,1996 signed an agreement to re¬ 
store peace in war-tom Afghanistan. 

llie six-point agreement calls for ces¬ 
sation of hostilities, establishment of an 
Islamic government, setting up of a na¬ 
tional Islamic army and formation of an 
interim government to conduct elections. 

Later, on May 29, the factions resolved 
that till elections were held, the interim 
government would be controlled by the 
Hezb-e-Islami and President Rabbani. 
While Rabbani would continue to hold 
the office of President, Hekmatyar would 
be Afghanistan's Prime Minister. 


PAKISTAN 

Domestic violence and international 

snobs: Domestic violence continued in Pa¬ 
kistan. On November 19,1995, two bomb 
blasts in Islamabad wrecked the Egyptian 
embassy killing six people and injuring 
several others. Workers and leaders of re¬ 
ligious parties were rounded up. The fin¬ 
ger of suspicion also fell on the 
International Islamic University in 
Islamabad, which according to a govern¬ 
ment report, had become the hotbed of 
terrorist activity. The university is financed 
I by many Arab countries, a symbol of Is¬ 
lamic solidarity. It was revealed that 80 
per cent of the staff and board members 
were not from Pakistan and the country 
had no control over them. For their part, 
, die religious parties object to western in- 
I fluences in the country and called for a 


general strike on December 30 against 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto's policies 
of "western secularism". Bhutto told the 
Islamic leaders to stay out of politics and 
devote themselves to religious teaching 
and rejected accusations tlut her policies 
were anti-lslamic. 

The escalating violence in Karachi 
attracted US concern. US State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Biun issued a state¬ 
ment expressing concern about the vio¬ 
lence in Pakistan's largest city. Pakistan 
accused the US of interfering in its inter¬ 
nal affairs. The main opposition group, 
Mohajir Quami Movement (MQM) how¬ 
ever, said on January 2,1996 that the atroci¬ 
ties taking place in Karachi were worse 
than those in Kashmir. This was the first 
time that any party had accepted that the 
situation in Karachi was grave. A bomb 
destroyed part of the cancer hospital built 
by former Pakistani cricket captain Imran 
IGian and on April 25,1996 he announced 
his decision to enter politics by forming a 
movement of justice, which had the sup¬ 
port of Pasban, the breakaway group of 
Jamaat-e-lslami, Pakistan's fundamental¬ 
ist party. , 

Snubbed on Kashmir issue: Pakistan 
continued to raise the Kashmir issue in 
international forums but did not find 
many sympathisers. It was snubbed in the 
UN Women's Conference in Beijing and 
again in the SAARC Symposium held in 
Washington on May 18, 1996. Benazir 
Bhutto's visit to Sw^en also turned out 
to be a damp squib, with no one ready to 
listen to her. The cool response from her 
hosts was evident when she was received 
at the airport by the Employment Minis¬ 
ter and her talk with the Swedish Prime 
Minister Goran Persson was curtailed. 
China too snubbed Pakistan on the Kash¬ 
mir issue. At the UN Human Rights Con¬ 
ference, China debunked the issue of self- 
determination and said it was a 'firaudu- 
lent measure' used by Western powers to 
interfere in fite affairs of other countries. 
Paldstan had earlier raised tlw issue of self- 
determination widi regard to Kashmir. 

Nuclear programme; Pakistan was 
stm buildiitg its nuclear reactor, accoidr 


ing to a US defence study. It said diatChma 
was helping out with fire plutonium re¬ 
processing plant at Chashma. In another 
report, US intelligence officials said that 
Pakistan was preparing for a nuclear test. 
Satellite pictures showed Pakistani work¬ 
ers excavating a mountain in Baluchistan. 
The US had warned Pakistan but the coim- 
try was going ahead with its nuclear 
programme. 

Terrorsim and human rights: Odter 
reports that came out durii^ die year ac¬ 
cused Paksitan of terrorism and having a 
poor human rights record. The Interna¬ 
tional Secretariat of the World 
Organisation against Torture on February 
19, 1996 accused Pakistani security per¬ 
sonnel of violent repression in Azad K^h- 
mir, Giigit and Baltistan. Russia accused 
Pakistan of aiding Chechen rebels. Ethio¬ 
pia alleged in a letter to the Security Coun¬ 
cil on January 18,1996 that the rebels who 
tried to kill Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak last year were recruited in Paki¬ 
stan. ActivKts cliarged that the country was 
becoming a haven for religious bigots. 


MYANMAR 

Pro-democracy movement gains 
ground: After ten months of near silence, 
Myanmar's pro-demoaacy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi stepped up ffie campaign for 
restoration of democracy in the country. 
Suu Kyi, who is the leader of the Nation^ 
League for Democracy (NLD), announced 
a three-day Congress (o coounemorate the 
sixth anniversary of her party's swe^ing 
victory in tlie 19% elections. To ffiwafl her 
efforts, military government in Myanmar 
launched a massive crackdown and 
rounded up more than 250 NLD activists. 
The arrests invited sharp criticism from 
Japan and the USA. 

D^ite the detentions, on May 26, 
1996, Suu Kyi inaugurated ffie conference 
ki Yangon. Ihe Congress ended with a 
series of resolutions, including drawing 
up a new draft Consdtution. Suu Kyi 
sought world-wide support to pressurize 
the military regime in Myanmar to recog¬ 
nize die results of the 1990 elections, in 
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which the NLD swept 82 per cent of the 
485 seats. The State Law and Order Resto¬ 
ration Council (SLORC) had not 
recognised the poll outcome. 


BANGUDESH 

Year of political turmoil; Bangladesh 
has been facing a period of instability. 
Begum Khaleda Zia was not a popular 
Prime Minister and she was accused of 
rigging the elections in 1994. Inspite of 
rising unrest and the Opposition demand 
of holding elections under a neutral 
government, they were held on Febru¬ 
ary 15,1996, on schedule. The main Op¬ 
position parties, including the Awami 
League, boycotted the elections. 
Khaleda Zia won a landslide victory in 
those elections which, however, were 
termed as a farce. Awami League Presi¬ 
dent Sheikh Hasina called for non-rec¬ 
ognition of the government. 
Widespread strikes throughout the 
country in March and a civil disobedi¬ 
ence movement forced Begum Zia to 
step down on March 30, 1996. Presi¬ 
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas dissolved 
the Parliament and a caretaker Prime 
Minister was appointed. 

On May 20, 1996, another crisis hit 
Bangladesh. The Army Chief, Lt Gen Abu 
Saleh Mohammad Nasim was sacked by 
President Abdur Rahman Biswas fijr his 
defiance to execute orders and his refusal 
to fire two commanders allegedly having 
political ambitions. Coops came out of 
their garrisons but woe sent back; tanks 
patrolled the streets of Dhaka but no inci¬ 
dent took place. 

Fresh elections were held and Sheikh 
Hasina won this time and took charge as 
Prime Minister. With the installation of a 
popular govenunent, it is expected tiiat 
normalcy will return to the country which 
has seen political upheaval in the past 12 
months. 

SRI LANKA 

Efforts to end violence: Sri Lanka has 
seen some of the worst terrorist violence 


in recent times. During the year, Sri 
Lanka's army launched initiatives and 
inflicted heavy losses on the militants. 
Operation Riversa commenced on Octo¬ 
ber 17, 1995, the biggest ever operation 
undertaken by Sri Lankan forces. The rebel 
bastion of Northern Jaffna was captured 
on December 2,1995, after a 46-day of¬ 
fensive that left over 500 soldiers and 1900 
militants dead besides rendering 500,000 
civilians homeless. The symbol of Tamil 
militancy collapsed with the capture of the 
Dutch-built Jaffna Fort. 

On January 31,1996, a truckload of 
explosives was driven into the Central 
Bank building in Colombo, killing 200 
people and injuring 1250 others. An LTTE 
suicide squad was behind the crime and 
President Chandrika Kumaratunga said 
that the rebels had attacked in despera¬ 
tion after sufiering military setbacks and 
realising that the Tamil people were sup¬ 
porting a proposal to give tf»em limited 
autonomy in some areas of the country. 

But the resolve of the government was 
not shaken. The army launched Opera¬ 
tion Riversa-n on April 19,1996 to liber¬ 
ate the entire penms lik from LTTE control. 
A week later, on April 27, the army regis¬ 
tered a commanding win when it captured 
the Kilaii area. Located at the southern tip 
of the Jaffna peninsula, Kilaii served as a 


transit point for the rebels. The cornered 
LTTE tried to fight with propaganda and 
sought international mediation to stop the 
war but none was forthcoming. On the 
other hand, the US sent military experts 
to train local forces. Israel and Britain too 
showed interest in training the Sri Lankan 
army in their fight against the LTTE. At 
the same time, ^e govenunent began ef¬ 
forts to fold a political solution. A devolu¬ 
tion package was presented to the 
Parliamentary select committee on Con¬ 
stitutional Reforms on March 7. Political 
parties were opposed to conversion to a 
federal State and it was evident that a great 
amount of political manouverings would 
be required before a solution can be 
reach^. 


CHINA 

Emergence of a superpower China is 
fast emerging as the superpower in Asia. 
While it continued to expand influence 
all over the world, skeletons continued to 
fall out of its past, showing a complete 
disregard for human rights. 

The country faced the wrath of the 
US, which threatened to deny it Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) status on May 
21,1996, protesting against piracy of soft¬ 
ware and music in Chinese factories. The 


Worid trade growth Blows dowiv says WTO fie|}ort 

A report published by the World Trade Orgahisattbn (WTO) says that aftsr a 
bumper year In 1994. wtsld bads e^tpaheion slowed ellghtiy to $, per cent in 1995. 
The value of cross border sales of gwds and sendoes topped the $ 6 trillion mark 
for the first time. The report predicted that increase In world trade would ease 
further to 7% In 199^ down Imm .9:5% growth wtln$msed in 1994, but still welt 
above the gipwth In internatfoittil ouft) 

The US Temaln|^;1he wprt(f«r.bigg<ist trader irtd tle^t nation foi 1995, with 
imports at $ 770.8 btMon and exports sri $.583.9 billion. Qer^y and Jsfiah ifol- 
..lowed In the.ranWngs. 

Exports of office and telecom aqulpmem led rite: seiowth items. They how ac¬ 
count for 12% of merohatKtlse trade, more than (ami'products. Sales of clothing 
stagnated, due to ease In (is ^demand. 

In overall value terms, wtM merchandise exports rose by 19% to $ 4.9 trHHon 
last year. Commarciaf iervlcsm^ t^^ a^/toutism were worth an estbnataet 
$ 1.2 trillion, up by t4% irw 1914. tbe .b^ valM hike was mainly due to the. 
depreciation of ttie dollar a^^ mod other burrehdes. 
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MFN status has to be renewed every year, 
a decision taken by US after the 1989 
Tjanarunen massacre. The row threatened : 
to blow into a major trade war with the ' 
US saying that the piracy was causing it a j 
loss of millions of dollars. Threats of US ! 
Hade Stiiictions brought immediate retali- ' 
ation frv>m Chma. Ihe US backed out and 
renewed the MFN status which was to 
expire from June 3,1996. China also de¬ 
manded that the USA keep its ties with 
Taiwan non-official. It protested against 
grant of a visa to a laiwanese official and 
about the visit of Taiwanese premier to 
the US. 

Chinese Prime Minister Li Peng vis¬ 
ited France on April 10,1996, the first to a 
European country, anudst demonstrations 
against human rights abuses by Chiiu. The 
French government bowed to Chinese 
pressure that reference to human fights 
not be included in the talks and the dem¬ 
onstrators accused the govenunent of ig¬ 
noring this vital issue for the sake of 
Chinese business contracts. Five trade ac¬ 
cords were signed, including the Chinese 
order for 30 Airbus A-320 planes worth 
$1.5 billion. Cuba's President Fidel Castro 
had earlier visited China on a nine-day , 
State visit on November 29,1995, show- | 


ing China's rfforts to improve relations 
with the rest of the world. China also 
decided to strengthnen bilateral relations 
with Vietnam. Vietnamese Communist 
party general secretary Do Muoi visited 
China and there were indications that rela¬ 
tions between the two coimtries would im¬ 
prove, territorial disputes notwidistanding. 

Human Rights Abuses; While China 
improved its irffiuence in the world, re¬ 
ports about human rights violations were 
constantly coming out. A doctor who fled 
China, 2aiang Shuy un, reported of system¬ 
atic abuse of children in orphanages, in¬ 
cluding starvation, torture and sexual 
assault. To keep population of orphans 
down, orphanages in Chiita chained chil¬ 
dren to ffieir beds and allowed them to 
die of starvation. The report was backed 
by photographs and meffical records. 

Leading dissident Wei Jensheng was 
sentenced to 14 years in prison for sedi¬ 
tion charges even though he was in jail 
for all but six months for the last 16 years. 
Western governments condemned the ac¬ 
tion on the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize nomi¬ 
nee, widely regarded as the father of 
China's modem democracy movement. 

Continued suppression in Tibet: 
China continued its policy of suppression 


against Tibet. It was reported that China 
had resorted to the hardest of measures 
since 1989 to suppress saitiments of inde¬ 
pendence among the people. On May 19, 
j 1996, Chinese security forces came down 
I heavily against Tibetans who were pro- 
I testing against China's ban on photO- 
' graphs of their spiritual leader, the Dalai 
Lama. China has banned rebuilding of 
monasterfes destroyed during the cultural 
revolution and limited the number of 
monks and nuns in monasteries. 

China imposed its own choice of 
Tibet's religious leader, the Panchen Lama. 
China kidnapped Dedhun Choekyi 
Nyima, the boy chosen by Dalai Lama to 
be the next Panchen Lama and selected 
one of its own, the six-year old Gyaincain 
Norbu. China denied it was holding 
Nyima but on June 1, 1996 it admitted 
that it was holding the seven-year old boy. 


TAIWAN 

Elections despite Chinese threats: 
President Lee Teng-Hui stormed to a re¬ 
sounding victory in Taiwan's first direct 
presidential elections held on March 23, 
1996. Lee's win was a message of defiance 
to Beijing, which tried for weeks with 
menacing war games to deter ffie voters. 
Instead of scaring Taiwan's 14.3 million 
voters, the threats increased support for 
I^ee. China had threatened to recover Tai- 
waifby force if it became independent. 
The US had sent its nav»i fleet off the 
Thiwan coast even as China conducted 
military exercises using live ammunition 
and fired missiles into the sea close to 
'Qiwan. It later assured the US that it did 
not plan to invade Taiwan. The elections 
in Taiwan were hailed as the first in 5,000 
years that Chinese people elected ffieir 
leader. 


RUSSIA 

Return to the past? Communist re¬ 
vival in Russia and unificatiem of some of 
the States raised questions whether Rus¬ 
sia was goii^ back to its past. On Match 
15,1996, the lower house of the J^mian 


World Economic Forum 

The World Economic Forum opened on February 1 in Davos emphasising on 
the fact that globalisation has had sarioitt backlashes on rich countries as far as 
the social sector is concerned. Intsrw^gly, ah inCTaasirig number of politicians in 
the North (the First World) have been warning that globalisaHon has bewi taking 
jobs and investment from the North to Sio SouPi. Thia haa enstfad. imoti^loym^ . 
and a new underclass in ttie North. There have beari.m^jr changes from Mint was 
the trend earlier. Before this extensive globalisation process, whottrcoiporata prof; 
Its boomed. It meant mote jobs and incraased job security. Howovor^ now'as com¬ 
panies announce record profits, they also announce stashing of jobs. Corporate 
k^altios seem to be changing and assuming new, irNh(plieable ditnent^^ Ufiein- 
payment seems to be on the ifae sven in Europoan countries. Sodafy te becoming 1 
Increasingly unequal. The pace of technicat change makaaold iMIls obsolete and; 
it has become diffioult for ampipifoes toiceeb pace with these (dwngm.: In teh^.f' 
has also bean suggested that investment should be ehUted bade to the North from. 
the Souffi. Inspite ^ all these probIsms, It ww also accepted diat gtobaKsaflon hiii - 
helped Inequality dscilne in the world on dm whole even thuui^ K might l^e 
increased in ffie North. The effects of the giebellsetlon procoss on the , 

are quKo paradoxicai. . ‘ 

■■ h i. I I III. ... ii I I I I ' l 'f i 
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Parliament Duma, voted in favour of a 
resolution reversing the Russian 
legislature's decision to renounce the 
1922. treaty that formed the Soviet 
Union. It declared that the 1991 accords 
between Russia, Ukraine and Belarus 
invalid and called upon President 
teltsin to take steps to reintegrate the 
former Soviet republics. The resolution 
was moved by the Russian Communist 
Party and had the support of 250 depu¬ 
ties to 98 against. 

Though the resolution could not 
bring back the USSR, it became evident 
that the communists were becoming more 
influential and a mood of nostalgia was 
prevalent in Russia. It raised a contro¬ 
versy and some republics warned of im¬ 
perialism. President Eduard 
Shevardnadze of Georgia called tor a 
summit of CIS to slop the attempt to 
undermine the sovereignty of the 15 


IVMty to restrict use of iai^ | 
mines 

According to estimates, about 
25,000 persons are kUled or maimed 
by landmines explosions every year, 
ktehy of the victims are children, who 
lose thek limbs and are crippled for 
life. For long, the world has seen the 
agony of victims and now fihally the 
world is doing something ^out H. 

Amid criticism from some of the 
members and international humanitar¬ 
ian organtsalions, the United Nations, 
on May 3.1996, adopted p new treaty 
to restrict the use of landrhines. The 
.main provisions of the treaty include 
banning of non-detectable anti-person- 
hei mines in favour of setf‘<destructing 
and self-deactivating mines. It de¬ 
mands that aH mines contain at least 
; sight gms of.Iran or equNaient to m^e 
them detectable. Ae regarda remotely 
deliydhid,mines, the treaty requires 
their destruction within 30 days and 
sets 120 days for thMr saif-dsactlvat- 
ing. The ireafy wW be extended to 
asti^ukitaa welt as Intsmattonal eon- 
."fllcti.-‘ 


States that are now independent. 

States reuniting; On April 2, 1996, 
Russia and Belarus signed a treaty bind¬ 
ing toe two Slates into a broad economic 
and political union, the Russia-Belarus 
union. Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and 
Kryghiz republics signed a treaty on 
March 29, 19% on their economic and 
humanitarian integration, creating a co- 
operatitm mechanism within the CIS. The 
five-year treaty provides for free flow of 
capital, goods and hunaan resources but 
it was not clear whether it was limited to 
cooperation or a new union was being 
created. 

Chechnya: The war in Chechnya 
neared its end. On March 31,1996, Presi¬ 
dent Yeltein announced a halt to the mili¬ 
tary operations in Chechnya. The war had 
claimed toe lives of over 30,000 people 
and was an extremely unpopular one. 
Chechen leader Dudayev was killed. On 
May 27,1996, Yeltsin signed an agreement 
with Chechen leader Yandarbiyev ending 
hostilities and to exchaiige of all prisoners 
of war. Yeitsin, howevei^ said that he would 
not accept an independent Chechnya 
while the Chechens are equally adamant 
that they would not submit to rule from 
Moscow. 


KOREA 

Armistice violation by N. Korea: On 
April 6,1996, armed North Korean troops 
marched into the buffer zone with South 
Korea—their third violation in as many 
days of the 43-year-old armistice, which 
their government says is worthless. 

On April 4, 1996 North Korea had 
announced that it would no longer ob¬ 
serve the armistice that had ended the 
three-year Korean War in 1953. 

The violation came despite US efforts 
to contact North Korea to protest toe in¬ 
cursions. Officials in boto Washii^on and 
Seoul called North Korea's violation seri¬ 
ous but said it appeared to pose no risk of 
renewed fighting on the divided Komn 
Peninsula. 

Negotiations for end to war. South 
Korean President Kim Youngsam and US 


President Bill Clinton urged North Korea 
and China to join in negotiating a new 
four-power peace treaty to bring the Ko¬ 
rean war to an end. Their proposal was a 
belated response to North Korea's sus¬ 
tained attack on the Korean armistice 
agreement, which has governed the cease¬ 
fire in toe Korean war since 1953. Chiiu, 
however, refused to mediate. 


JAPAN 

Hashimoto becomes PM; On January 
5,1996, Japanese Prime Minister Itomiichi 
Murayama, the nation's first Socialist heao 
of govenunent in half a century and Cluiir- 
irum of toe Japanese Socialist Party, re¬ 
signed. President of the conserv'ative 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, became the Prime Minister of 
Japan on January 11,1996. In the election 
for the post Hashimoto got 288 votes 
against 167 by Ichiro Ozawa, leader of 
Shinshinto (New Frontier Party), Japan's 
Opposition party. 

Hashimoto, who rose to prominence 
last year for his tough stance against 
United States over the 'car-trade row', has 
become toe first LDP leader to become the 
Prime Minister since the party was ousted 
in 1993. The LDP had dominated Japa¬ 
nese politics for four decades. It was 
ousted in July, 1993 following a series of 
money scandals. Japan has been political 
turmoil since then. The coalition govern¬ 
ment led by Morihiro Hosokawa was 
formed in 1993 but he had also to resign 
in April 1994, over allegations in a money 
scandal. Tsutomu Hata, who was named 
the Prime Minister resigned two months 
later to avoid a no-trust move. This re¬ 
sulted in tlie return to power for LDP, who 
struck a deal with the Socialists. 
Murayama had become Prime Minister as 
a result of an alliance and lasted for 18 
months. 


SUMMITS AND CONFERENCES 

UN Women's Conference; OnSeptenh 
her 4, 1995, about 5,000 delegates from 
189 countries gathered at Beijing to attend 
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a 12-day UN Conference on Viomen. Ear¬ 
lier, on August 30, 1995, almost 26,000 
women participated in a parallel Non- 
Goverrunental Organisations (NGO) Fo¬ 
rum, 50 km away from the main conference 
venue. 

The issues discussed covered a 
broad spectrum involving women—eco¬ 
nomic opportunities, health, reproduc¬ 
tive rights, human rights, poverty, status 
of women, literacy, violence against 
women and women's share in political 
decision-making. Also in focus was the 
girl child. 

Non-Aligned Summit: India won a 
spectacular victory at the 11th non-aligned 
summit at Cartagena in Columbia in its 
lone battle against the monopoly of the 
nuclear powers over atomic weapons. The 
three-day Cartagena summit from 18-20 
October 1995 was attended by 113 coun¬ 
tries. 

Pakistan suffered a major setback 
when the NAM summit frustrated 
Islamabad's attempt to seek mediation in 
Kashmir and unequivocally condemned 
all kinds of support to tenorist activities. 


Africa Pru^ramme launched 

The UN on March li, 1996 
launched a 1C-year, $ 25 billion 
programme for Africa, with eupport 
frbm'flie World Bank. The ^$y^ei)n- 
wide Special fnitietlve on Afrtca' 16^ 
atmed at projects on education. " 
health, food security, water, sanitation, 
information technology , arid gover- . 
nance programmes eu^ as building 
an ehsctive civil service and. jUdK^ 
systems. The social development 
projects are also aimed at reductions 
In amounts spent on am» and i 
spicuous consumption. 

Strategies for debt fefief ate also 
on the list but the UN has less influ¬ 
ence in this area. Mrican debt is cur¬ 
rently .$ 913 i^lion, equal to 234% of. 
the continent's mport income. Neatly 
half the debt is concentrated in Nige- 
ria, ivory Coast, Sudan, Zaire and 
Angola. 


The heads of State and government 
disapproved political, diplomatic, moral 
or material support to terrorist activities, 
particularly across the border. 

The summit was critical of economic 
conditions imposed on developing coim- 
tries, opposed interventionism and called 
for a joint fight against racism and xeno¬ 
phobia which marginalised the Third 
Wbrld. 

Commonwealth Summit: The 52- 
member Commonwealth, in an unprec¬ 
edented action on November 11, 1995, 
suspended Nigeria from membership of 
the group after the Nigerian military re¬ 
gime executed writer and human rights 
activist Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight others 
despite international appeals for clem¬ 
ency. 

Saro-Wiwa, noted writer and widely 
called African Gandhi, and the other eight 
minority rights campaigners were sen¬ 
tenced to death by a secret tribunal over 
the murder in 1994 of four pro-govern¬ 
ment Ogoni tribal chieJfe. 

The Commonwealth leaders meeting 
in Auckland opted to suspend rather than 
expel Nigeria from the b^y, allowing for 
possible readmi^on or expulsion depend¬ 
ing on whether the oil-rich West African 
nation cleans up its poor human rights 
record. 

The European Union was urged to 
impose an oil en^rgo on Nigeria to put 
pressure on its military rulers and British 
Prime Minister John Major announced a 
total ban on British defence exports to 
Nigeria as punishment. 

Pakistan President Fatooq Ahmed 
Leghari was snubbed when he sought to 
rise the Kashmir issue at the summit. He 
was firmly told by tiie chair not to raise 
bilateral matters at such gatherings. 

The meet ended with a communique 
recommitting the group to democracy, 
development and a respect for human 
rights. 

UNHRC Annual Session: Ihe 53-na- 
tion UN Human Rights Commission 
(UNHRC) concluded its six-week aiumal 
session with adoption of a resolution con- 
demiung all violent acts and called for 


Smallpox eraiiigifi^ 

Delegates from 190 countries at 
the 49th World Health Assembly unani¬ 
mous decided to destroy ^e Exist¬ 
ing stocks d smallpox (Variola) virus. 
The recent pidwe of WHO to two re¬ 
search centres In Russia and US to ’ 
destroy remaining stocks of smallpox 
virus afo chrimed as ths^riat step to 
mark the eiEdication of the deadly cfls- 
ease from the Earth. Less than 30 
years ago, smallpox was endemic in 
30 countries and used to claim 2 nMl- 
tion lives every year. 

On May 8, 1980 the WHO de¬ 
clared war for globsri eradication of 
smallpox and in March 1986 a WHO 
committee recommended the elimina¬ 
tion of the remaining stocks. WHO will, 
however, keep 500,000 doses of the 
vaccine. 


curbing secessionism. It also adopted a 
resolution condemning abuses in countries 
like Cuba, Iraq, Rwanda, Sudan and Zaire. 
However, China, which also faced a simi¬ 
lar resolution co-sponsored by European 
Union and the Uiuted States, managed to 
get it defeated. Israel, which had the sta¬ 
tus of observer at the Commission, also 
faced an overwhelming condemnation 
from aU quarters except from the United 
States, for its air raids in Lebanon. 

Oi April 14, 1996, the Commission 
adopted an Indian-sponsored resolution 
condemning all violent acts and activities 
that infringe upon human rights and fun¬ 
damental freedoms, democracy, tolerance 
and pluralism. It was the first time that 
the Commission had adopted such reso¬ 
lution. Pakistan made a futile attempt to 
dilute some of the clauses of the resolu¬ 
tion, but owing to an overwhelming pres¬ 
sure in favour of Indian-sponsored draft, 
it withdrew its objections. 

The UNHRC Secretary General pre¬ 
sented its report on the problems related 
wito the minorities. The UN Commission 
strongly condemned secessionist ixiove- 
ments and called upon intematiorvaicom- 
munity to ccBtdemn them. The commission 
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rtressed that solutkm to minority pid}* 
lems has to be fbuiKl within the frame- 
A^ork of existing States. 

Summit on Nuclear Safety; The eight- 
lation summit proposed and hosted by 
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin began in 
Moscow on April 19, 1996. The two-day 
*4ucleaT Saf^ Summit concluded widi a 
pledge from ^e world leaders for adopt¬ 
ing nuclear safety measure. The summit, 
tvhidi brought Russia, Ukraine and Group 
3f Seven tc^ether, approved cooperation 
measures dealing with nuclear energy, 
radioactive waste, weapon-grade material 
and nuclear smuggling. 

Bodi Qinton and Yeltsin denied sug¬ 
gestions diat their meeting was designed 
to boost their upcoming presidential elec¬ 
tions. Officially, it was to take stock of 
Soviet Union's hazardous nuclear legacy. 
There are 26 aging Soviet-built reactors and 
each could become a disaster like 
Chernobyl. In the "parallel summit" held 
simultaneously, scientists and nuclear ex¬ 
perts debated on how an accident could 
be avoided. 

Ukraine reluctantly confirmed the 
closure of Chemcdiyl by the year 2000, in 
exchange for some $ 3 billion in aid from 
theG-7. 

G-15 Summit: The fifth Group of Fif¬ 
teen (G-15) summit was held at Buenos 
Aires from 6-7 November, 1995. The two- 
day summit of the six-year old group with 
representatives from the Asia, Latin 
America and Africa focussed on greater 
business interaction among member States 
even as these countries tried to formulate 
a strategy for international economic co¬ 
operation beyond year 2000. 

India, r^resented by the then Prime 
Minister P.V Narasimha ^o, took the lead 
in forming dte Committee on Trade, In- 
vestmmt and Technology. 

The G-15 leaders stressed the need 
for a constructive dialogue with the 
Group of Sevffl (G-7) industrialised coun¬ 
tries, and deliberated on the international 
situation aiul its impact on developing 
rountries. 

ASEAN Meet: The fifthASEAN sum¬ 
mit was hdd in Bangkok, on December 


14-15,1995, and brought together 10 coun¬ 
tries in the region for the first time. The 
seven members Brunei, Indonesia, Malay¬ 
sia, Singapore, Philippines, Thailand arid 
Vietnam were joined by Myanmar, Cam¬ 
bodia and Laos. 

At the end of the summit, the na¬ 
tions signed a treaty banning nuclear 
weapons from the region. The historic 
treaty, called the South East Asia Nuclear 
Weapon Free Zone (SEANWFZ) treaty, 
forbids the acquisition, development, use, 
testing and stationing of nuclear arms in 
their zone. A Bangkok declaration issued 
by the ASEAN urged nuclear powers 
Britain, China, France, Russia and the US 
to back the treaty and implement mea¬ 
sures to reduce and eliminate nuclear 
weapons. 

ASEAN leaders also endorsed the 
acceleration of trade liberalisation by re¬ 
ducing tariff barriers on nearly 40,000 
products by 2003. It wants to reduce du¬ 
ties on thousands of products and set up 
an ASEAN free trade area (AFTA) by 2003. 

APEC Forum: The APEC forum lead¬ 
ers on November 19, 1995 at Osaka 
adopted a blueprint for achieving free 
trade in the region over the next quarter 
century. The 18-member group adopted 
nine principles as the basis of liberalisation 
to achieve the long-term goal of free and 
open trade and investment no later than 
the year 2010 in the case of industrialised 
economies and the year 2020 in the case of 
developing economies. 

China stole the limelight by promis¬ 
ing a dramatic opening of its mari«t from 
next year. It has planned to cut tarilfe on 
imports to its market of 1.2 billion people 
by 30 per cent from 1996. 


BOSNIA 

Peace Accord Signed: After nearly 
four years of fighting, a peare accord was 
signi^ by the Presidents of Bosnia, Croatia 
and Serbia in Paris on December 14,1995. 
French President Jacques Chirac, US Presi¬ 
dent Bill Ginfon aid leaders of Britain, 
Germany, Russia and Spain also signed 
the accord. Under the agrennent, Bosnia 


will be divided into two equal parts, one 
for the Serbs and the other for the Mus- 
lim-Croat federation. The devastated di¬ 
vided capital of Sarajevo will be reunited 
under rule of the Muslim-led government. 

Some 60,000 NATO Implementatkm 
Force (IFOR) troops have been committed 
to enforce the plan to end the conflict that 
has left 200,000 people dead or missing 
and millions homeless. The operation, 
NATO's biggest since World War H, will 
use IFOR petsormei to enforce agreements 
arrived at the US brokered talks at Dayton 
in November; 1995. The Dayton accord 
included a time-table for withdrawing 
forces from the frontline, the return of 
forces to the barracks, the establishment 
of institutions and elections. 

Sarajevo united: Divided by war 
for almost four years, Sarajevo was re¬ 
united on March 19,1996 as the last of 
the Serb areas passed to the Muslim- 
Croat federation. After days of looting 
and arson by angry Serbs, the federa¬ 
tion police moved into Grbavica to take 
control. 


UK 

Crisis Due to Mad Cow Disease: 
The mad cow disease, which was first 
recognised in November 1986, surfaced 
into prominence in March, 1996, with 
10 children getting infected. The dis¬ 
ease is known as Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy (BSE), popularly called 
mad cow disease, a disease that de¬ 
stroys the nerve cells of cows and can 
pass on to humans through consump¬ 
tion of beef. 

The fear of infected beef caused a 
panic around the globe as countries sus¬ 
pended imports. Much to the agony oi 
the Briti^ Prime Marister John Majoi; the 
European Union on Mart^ 25, 19% rec¬ 
ommended a global ban on British beef 
export. On March 27, foe European Com¬ 
mission, while offering help to the bat¬ 
tered industry banned foe sale of British 
beef and cattle to the world. Britain agreed 
to slaughter its 12 million cattle stock te 
check foe disease. 


AUGUST'88 COMPETmON MASTma 7t 





SI^ECiAL SUPPLEMENT 


IREUND 

IRA BreakftCease'fire with Bomb At¬ 
tack: A powerful bomb blast on February 
9,1996, in London’s Docklands business 
district, virtually brought an end to the 
17-mGnth old cease-fire by IRA, which 
began on August 31, 1994. 

While US Government threw its 
weight behind the demand of British and 
Irish Governments asking IRA for renun¬ 
ciation of violence and honouring the 
cease-fire, Gerry Adams of Sinn Feinn, 
IRA's political wing, pleaded witii Britain 
and Ireland to give a watertight pledge on 
holding all-party northern Ireland talks to 
salvage peace efforts. The IRA, in turn, 
blamed UK for the break-down in peace 
process and vowed to keep up its armed 
campaign against British rule. 


ITALY 

Qiange of Guard; Italy's election of 
April 21, 1996, gave its centre-left Olive 
Tree coalition, led by Romano Prodi, a 
control over both the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment. The Chamber of Deputie.s (the 
Lower House of Parliament) gave the coa¬ 
lition a three-seat majority and in the Sen¬ 
ate they got 167 seats as against Right's 
117 seats. It was for the fir^ time, since the 
republic was established after the World 
War II, that a Left-headed Government has 
come to power in Italy. The elections 
brought ^e Freedom Alliance's leader 
Silvio Berlusconi, who served as Prime 
Minister for a brief period, virtually on 
the threshold of losing his political career, 
for being involved in the corruption 
charges and loosing in the elections. How¬ 
ever, the elections saw the strengthening 
cf Alessandra Mussolini, the right-wing 
leader who successfully retained her seat 
in the Lower House. 


SPAIN 

Socialist rule ends: Conservative 
leader Jose Maria Aznar's Popular Party 
edged the Socialist Party of Prime Miius- 
ter Felipe Gonzalez in elections. Bringing 


an end to the rule by Socialists. Aznar 1 
campaigned largely on the proposal tliat 1 
consolidation of Spain's 20-year old de- l 
mocracy requires exorcising fears of the j 
right wing rooted in four decades of op- : 
pressive rule by dictator Francisco Franco. ' 

I Aznar was, however, unable to win a i 

I majority. 1 

I _ ! 

I SOUTH AFRICA ! 


i 

i 


I 

I 


New Constitution: With an over¬ 
whelming majority. South Africa's Const!- ; 
tutional Assembly adopted a new i 
Constitution on May 8, 1996. While tJie ■ 
Zulu Nationalist Inkatha Freedom Parlv 
had boycotted the Constitutional A.s.scm- i 
bly, the Afrikaner Nationalist Freedom | 
Front abstained on ratification vote. 

The new post-apartheid constitution | 
provides for equal rights and majority rule, 
its Bill of Rights guarantees the right to j 
adequate housing, food, water, education ‘ 
and health care. It bans discrimination on | 
the basis of race, gender, sexual orienta- : 
tion, age, pregnancy or marital status. The , 
new Constitution replaces the transitional 
Constitution that came into force after ' 
April, 1994 elections. It will take effect . 
gradually over the next three years and ■ 
will come into force fully with the next \ 
national elections in 1999. l 


I _ 1 

i NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 

I j 

i South Pacific declared N-free: On . 
! March 25, 1996 the United States, Britain i 
and France signed a treaty declaring 30 j 
million square km of South Pacific a j 
! nuclear-free zone. Following annoimce- ' 
ment made by France in January, 1996, to j 
; end its nuclear testing, the signing of treaty j 
j draws an extra significance. The Simth j 
I Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty was : 
1 adopted in 1985 by the 16-momber Soutii ] 

I Pacific Forum. The Treaty bans the test- ! 
ing, storage and deployment of nuclear | 
weapons in the zone. However, analysts | 
feel that tiie treaty will have little more I 
than symbolic significance imtil a com- | 
prehensive test ban is affected. On the j 
I other hand. New Zealand Prime Minister 1 


Jim Bolger felt that the signing closes a 
sorry chapter for Soutii Pacific. Japan too 
welcomed the treaty as a step towards 
nuclear non-proliferation. 

Africa signs treaty to become nuclear- 
free zone: On April 11,19%, African na¬ 
tions signed an agreement to make Africa 
a nuclear-free one. In all 49 African na¬ 
tions signed the agreement. The regional 
pact, known as African Nuclear Weapons 
Free Zone Treaty or the Treaty of 
Pelindaba, envisages not to build, test or 
stockpile nuclear weapons and not to bury 
imported nuclear waste. The move for this 
agreement was initiated when France ca^ 
ried out its first nuclear test in Sahara 
deserts in the 1960's. As a part of this pact, 
Britain, China, France and the United 
States pledged not to test or use nuclear 
weapons in Africa. 


US-JAPAN 

us pledges to keep 100,000 troops in 
Asia-Pacific After two years of conten¬ 
tious trade relations, US President Bill 
Clinton's three-day visit to Japan opened 
up new vistas of military alliance for the 
two nations. Following the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, expectations were aired 
about the withdrawals of American forces 
from Japan and northeast Asia and more 
so because of the Okinawa incident in 
which a Japanese school girl was raped by 
American troops. Dispelling these appre¬ 
hensions the US President Bill Clinton as- 
.serted that the United Slates will retain its 
current level of 1,00,000 troops in the re¬ 
gion, including about 47,000 in Japan, to 
preserve peace and uphold US interests. 

On April 17, 1996, US President BiB 
Clinton and Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto signed the security 
document for maintaining a stable and 
prosperous environment for Asia-Pacific 
region. Though the Japanese constitution 
forbids it fmm developing an offensive 
military capability, tlw new pact pledged 
closer cooperation on the devebpment of 
military technology. Japan also commit¬ 
ted to spend $ 25 billion to support tite US 
troops over the next five years. 
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Economy Capsule 


I. INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 
ANQ FORECASTS 

World Economy to grow by 4.1%; IMF: 
According to die International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) the world economy is expected 
to grow by 4.1 per cent during 1W6, its 
fastest growth rate in eight years. This was 
revealed by the Executive Director of the 
Fund, Mr Michel Camdessus, during the 
meeting of the IMF in New York in De¬ 
cember 1995. Even 1995 was a good year 
from this point of view when the world 
economy registered a growth rate of 3.7 
per cent. Prior to this, the year 1988 wit¬ 
nessed 4.6 per cent growth rate in the glo¬ 
bal economy. World trade, which grew by 
9.5 per cent in 1994, registered an impres¬ 
sive growth of 8 per cent in 1995 and is 
likely to be healthy during 1996 also, 
though shghtly lower than the previous 
year. USA is likely to register an aiuiual 
average growth rate of 2.5 per cent during 
the next 5 years with inflation rate at 3 per 
cent per annum. The European Union (EU) 
countries are likely to experience 2.6 per 
cent growth in 1996 and 2.9 per cent in 
1997. 

Agroup of experts in April 1996 have, 
however, estimate the growth rate of the 
world economy at 3 per cent during 1996, 
rising to 3.3 per cent in 1997. This would 
be facilitated by rapid economic growth 
in many countries of South and East Asia. 
Projected during the meeting of Project 
LINK at United Nations headquarters, 
where the views of over 100 international 
experts were considered, projections were 
alM segregated for various continents/ 
groups of nations. The growth rate in 
South and East Asia is expected to be 6.6 
and 6.7 per cent during 1996 and 1997, 
respectively. Developing countri«i as a 
group are likely to grow by 5.5 per cent 
and per cent, respectively, during the 
above two years. China, however, will 


continue to register a very high growth 
rate of 8.9 per cent in 1996, followed by 
8.4 per cent in the year to follow. Project 
LINK is under the joint responsibility of 
1980 Nobel Laureate Lawrence Klein, Prof 
Peter Pauly of the University of Toronto 
and the UN Department of Economic and 
Social Information and Policy Analysis. 
The group of experts independently de¬ 
velop forecasts for their economies which 
are compiled and harmonised to create a 
consistent picture of global economic pros¬ 
pects. The experts, despite positive growth 
rate projections, also expressed serious 
concern over the problems of unemploy¬ 
ment and growing economic inequalities 
in the world. 

Good Performance by Poor Countries: 
j As seen by the United Nations Confer- 
I ence on Trade and Development 
i (UNCTAD), the World's poorest nations 
I improved their economic performance 
during 1994 and 1995. This has been ex¬ 
perienced due to good agricultural crops, 
better commodity prices in the primary 
sector and removal of several supply side 
constraints. After many years of virtual 
stagnation, the economies of 48 Least De¬ 
veloped Countries (LDCs) grew by more 
than 3 per cent. Continent-wise, this rate 
was at 2.2 per cent among the African 
LDCs while this rate was, at an average, 
at 4.6 per cent by die LDCs in Asia. As per 
UNCTAD these growth levels are likely to 
continue during 1996 also. The levels of 
export by the LDCs are, however, declin¬ 
ing as percentage of the total world ex¬ 
ports. In 1970 the share of LDCs in the 
Waild exports was 1.7 per cait which de¬ 
clined to 0.4 per cent m 1994. Total imports 
of the LDCs were as low as 0.7 per cent 
which declined to 0.4 per cent in 1^4. Total 
imports of the LDCs were also as low as 
0.7 per cent in 1994. It was also revealed 
by ^e annual report that the globalisation 


and liberalisation of the world economy 
provide long-term opportunities to the 
LDCs by offering wider export markets and 
enhanced demand for tropical fruit, fish 
and odier processed products. 

Incomes of Humanity Rising; The 
World Bank Atlas released on December 
30,1995 estimates tiiat average human's 
share in the world income was $ 4,600 in 
1994, which was $ 45 higher than the pre¬ 
vious year. The World Bank experts com¬ 
pute average incomes of 150 countries of 
the world by totalling the value of every¬ 
thing produced in each country and then 
dividing it by each country's total popu¬ 
lation. To compute tlie average worid in¬ 
come, the results of all 150 countries are 
combined. But just like any other aver¬ 
age, this average is also misleading. In a 
world fraught with extreme income dis¬ 
parities, the average income concept ciui 
be highly misleading and may have to be 
used sparingly. For example in Ethiopia, 
the average per-capita income is as low as 
$ 130 per year while this average per capita 
is as high as $ 39,850 per annum in Lux- 
emboui^ in Europe. These figures provide 
a guide post to the economists to measure 
a country's economic progress or lack of 
it. During die last 10 years, Thailand has 
registered the highest growth in its aver¬ 
age per capita which rose from $ 830 in 
1985 to $ !i210 in 1994. The prospects, as 
per the report, in many developing coun¬ 
tries are improving. But the report also 
sounds an alarm for many countries in 
Africa and the QS where the average per 
capita income during the past 10 years is 
on the decline. The report further men¬ 
tions that in many developing countries 
like China, Indonesia, South Korea and 
Singapore, rapid increase in per capita 
incomes is coupled with rapid increase in 
literacy rates. All these countries have 
witnessed more than 6 per rent growdi 
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rate over the last one decade and have % 
per cent or more chikUen in the primary 
schoob. 

IDA'll Enhanced: International 
Development Agency (IDA) finally got 
a nod from its donors to enhance IDA- 
11. From $ 18 billion, IDA-11 would be 
to the tune of $ 22 billion. It also means 
that the concMsional debt available to 
the poorer countries from this soft-loan 
window of the World Bank would be 
more. Actual fresh contributions to the 
lDA-11 would just be $ 11 billion, with 
the remaining coming from past ar¬ 
rears, repayments and the contribu¬ 
tions of the World Bank. While the total 
kitty has increased, it does not mean 
that India's share in the concessional 
aid would also increase. In fact, strong 
lobbying is going on in the IDA to ex¬ 
clude the name of India from the list 
of IDA beneficiaries. In the years to 
come, India shall have to prepare for 
such an eventuality. 

G-? fails to Break the Ice: The meet 
'of the Group of Seven (G-7) nations, a 
'gathering of seven most industrialised 
-jtations of the world, which was held in 
.April 19% in Washington in conjunction 
with the semi-annual gathering of the IMF 
and the World Bank, disappointed most 
of the developing World. Due to lack of 
G-7 nations to make financial conunit- 
ma\ts, almost all major issues had to be 
shelved by the Interim Committee of the 
IMF. The rich countries were mainly 
.concerned with the growth of the Eu¬ 
rope and CIS, ignoring the developmen¬ 
tal needs of the remaining world. The 
seven economic powers, which include 
'die USA, Japan, France, Germany, Brit- 
lun, Canada and Italy, expressed their 
satisfaction over the value of US dollar. 
These countries also expressed their 
support to Russia by prabing her eco¬ 
nomic reforms and hinted at a huge debt 
write-off for it. No effort was, however, 
made to discuss the long-pending bsue 
of debt relief to the devdoping world 
in general 
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Infrastructure most Important: 
ADB: According to one study funded by 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Asian 
countries need to spend $ 6.9 trillion over 
the next 25 years, with an annual average 
of $ 280 billion every year on infra-struc¬ 
ture, to retain the position of fastest grow¬ 
ing continent of die world. Stressing the 
n^ for infca-structuie development, the 
ADB President, Mr Mitsuo Sato, informed 
that about 30 years ago only 18 per cent of 
Asian population lived in urban areas 
while today about 33 per cent was in ur¬ 
ban areas, and by die year 2020 AD, the 
continent is expecled to become piedomi- 
nandy urban. The study, which was re¬ 
leased in April 19%, also noted with 
concern that the rapidly increasing urban 
population was putting heavy pressures 
on the existing infrastructure for water 
supply, sanitation, drainage, energy, trans¬ 
portation and waste management. The 
Bank feels that the infrastructure develop¬ 
ment of the required level would mainly 
come from private investment. Another 
option suggested is to strengthen the ur¬ 
ban local bodies, giving them more lib¬ 
erty to raise revenues and authority to take 
decisions, particularly pertaining to the 
infrastructure development. 

II. INDIAN ECONOMY 

Economic Survey 1995-96: Pre-budget 
Economic Survey for the year 1995-% was 
brought out by die Government in Febru¬ 
ary 1996. The Survey underlined many 
strengths of the economy and its marked 
inqjrovement over die level of develop¬ 
ment during 1991-92. At the same time, 
the Survey also warns of some grey areas 
which ne^ immediate attention of the 
goverrunent. As per die Survey, the Gross 
Domestic IWuct (GDP) is expected to in¬ 
crease by 6.2 per cent during 1995-96. 
Gross Domestic Savings which, at 21.3 per 
cent ofthe GDP during 1993-94, were caus¬ 
ing worry to die policy makers, staged a 
dramatic come back widi a higfi level of 
24.4 per cent during 1994-95. As per pro¬ 
visional estmutes of the Plaruiing Com- 
missioa in 1993-94 the incidence (^poverty 


declined to 19 per cent of the total popula¬ 
tion. The economy has also witnessed to 
steady rise in die growth of employment 
opportunities. The annual average of 
growth in employment generation has been 
6.3 million jobs per annum between 1992- 
93 and 199^95, with 7.2 million additional 
jobs created in 1994-95. Evai the external 
sector has remained steady. With the ex¬ 
port growth rate of over 20 per cent and 
imports growing at 29 per cent in dollar 
terms, die trade deficit widened to $ 3.53 
billion during the April-September 1995. 
Industrial sector registered an impressive 
growdi of 12 per cent during April-Sep- 
tember 1995 as compared to 8.6 per cent 
during 1994-95. This industrial growth is 
not confined only to a few industries but is 
well spread out. The nev« on die agricul¬ 
ture front is not very bright. Despite a fairly 
good monsoon during the year 1995, in 
which 33 out of 35 meteorological sab-di¬ 
vision received normal to excess rainfall, 
the food-grain production fell by 0 6 per 
cent. However, cash crops like coffee, cot¬ 
ton and tea have registered a good growh. 
The production of pulses is expected to be 
14.8 million tonnes, as against 141 million 
tonnes during 1994-95. But the Survey also 
notes with concern that daily per capita 
availability of the pulses in the country has 
fallen significantly from 69 grams in 1961 
to about 37 grams in 1995 

Despite the good news about most of 
the sectors, the Survey also underlines 
some areas where adequate attention is 
needed. Major lacunae in overall policy 
for infrastructure sector have been admit¬ 
ted. To cope up with economic reforms, a 
great deal is required to be done in the 
infrastructure sector to facilitate tiie indus- 
. trial and external sector to grow rapidly. 
It has also been noted that the traditional 
policy of handling of infrastructure exclu¬ 
sively by the government has to go and, 
to improve efficiency and accountability, 
private investment is a must in this sector 
during the years to follow. Similarly, fail¬ 
ure of the government to control the fiscal 
deficit has also been noted witii concern. 
Fiscal deficit during 1995-96 was 5.9 per 
cent as against a target of 5 per cent. To 
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reduce the rising government debt, 
disinvestment of government equity from 
the PSUs must be carried out rapidly. The 
Economic Survey further states an urgent 
need to develop markets for long-term 
financing of infrastructure projects and 
establishing credible and transparent sys¬ 
tem to attract and inject private invest¬ 
ment in this field. The Survey also 
suggested some measures to improve the 
sagging growth in the Agriculture Sector. 
It calls for eliminating the bias against this 
sector in the overall incentive framework 
and suggests removal of restrictions on 
internal and external trade of agricultural 
products. It also suggests higher private 
and government investment in the pri¬ 
mary sector. Another suggestion has been 
made to do away with licence system for 
agro-based industries, so that the farmers 
are benefited in the long-run. 

Interim Budget—1996-97: As the 11th 
General Elections were due, the govern¬ 
ment did not present the regular budget 
on February 29,1996, but an interim bud¬ 
get, also called the “Vote on Account" for 
a period of four months (April-July 1996). 
The expenditure was allowed by the Par¬ 
liament out of the Consolidated Fund of 
India for this period only but the estimates 
for revenue and expenditure were pre¬ 
pared for the entire year. The total expen¬ 
diture voted is to ^e tune of Rs 66,528 
crore for the above period. The budget also 
notes that during 1995-96 total tax rev¬ 
enue of the Union Government was Rs 
81,088 crore as against the budgeted rev¬ 
enue of Rs 74,374 crore. While the tax rev¬ 
enue showed an increase of Rs 6,714 crore, 
food and fertilizer subsidies also exceeded 
the targeted outlay and were Rs 11,735 
crore as against the budgeted amount of 
Rs 10,650 crore. Fiscal deficit was Rs 64,010 
crore against the targeted figure of Rs 
57,634 crore, and was 5.9 per cent of the 
GDP. The interim budget has estimated 
the fiscal deficit for 1996-97 at Rs 62,404 
crore, which would be 5 per cent of the 
GDP. Budgetary deficit has been kept at Rs 
5,000 crore. Out of the total expenditure of 
Rs 2,02,024 acre, Rs 50,521 crore have been 


provided for plan expenditure, which re¬ 
flects an increase of 4 per cent in the plan 
expenditure over the previous year. This 
entire increase has been ptovid^ for Ru¬ 
ral Development in the Social Sectonlhus, 
the total expenditure on Rural Develop¬ 
ment during the Eighfit Five Year Plan 
would be Rs 33400 crore as against an 
outlay of Rs 33,000 crore for 1996-97. 
Amount for food subsidy has been raised 
to Rs 5774 crore while fire fertilizer sub¬ 
sidy is at Rs 6800 crore, taking the total 
subsidy figure to Rs 12,574 crore during 
1996-97. 

The Vote on Account also underlined 
some serious problems facing the economy 
Increase in the quantum of non-plan ex¬ 
penditure has been one such areas of seri¬ 
ous coiKem. While non-plan expenditure 
is increasing rapidly, the grow^ of plan 
expenditure has been subdued over the 
years, increasing the gap between the two. 
The interim budget proposed an increase 
of about 12 per cent in non-plan expendi¬ 
ture, while the same for plan expenditure 
was 4 per cent. Increasing burden of inter¬ 
est payments is also another such areas of 
concern. While during the previous finan¬ 
cial year, the government paid Rs 52,000 
crore as interest, this amoimt has been kept 
at Rs 60,000 crore for the current fitumdal 
year. 

New Credit Policy; New slack season 
Credit Policy was armounced by the RBI 
on April 3,1996. One of the main features 
was the reduction in Cash Reserve Ratio 
(CRR) by 1 per cent from 14 per cent to 13 
per cent. It was estimated that this mea¬ 
sure alone would release in the economy 
funds to the tune of Rs 3800 crore from the 
banking sector, bofr. in terms of lower re¬ 
serve requirements and greater freedom 
on the deposit front. It would further re¬ 
sult in developing tihe mature money and 
foreign exchange market. The Policy fur¬ 
ther removed CRR requirements on the 
Non-Resident External (NRE) rupee depos¬ 
its. .’t also announced reduction in Statu¬ 
tory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) on NRE from 30 
per cent to 25 per cent. Furthet fi»e entry 
of the Corporates into the money market 


mutual funds has been aUowed. Allowing 
freer handling of deposits by the banks, 
die ratio of cash credit component to ban 
conq^onent has been reversed and now the 
cash credit would be to the tune of 40 per 
cent of the maximum permissible bank fi¬ 
nance, while the loan component would 
be 60 per cent of Ihebank finance mexcess 
of Rs 20 crore. Moreover, interest rates on 
the NRE term deposits of over two years 
have been freed but other defxrsit and lead¬ 
ing rates have been kept unchanged. In 
addition, select banks have been allowed 
to carry out cross-currency transactions to 
the overseas nurkets and the RBI has de¬ 
cided to set up a technical conunitteo on 
forex markets. All these measures are ex¬ 
pected to make available additional lend- 
able resources to the tune of Rs 5200 crore. 
The policy reflected a cautious approadi 
to make sure toat die increased bndable 
resources do not put undue pressure on 
the price level. 

Exports grow by 2138 per cent; Dur¬ 
ing the year 1995-96 Indian exports 
touched a new high of $ 31.38 billion, sig¬ 
nifying a growth of 21.38 per cent over die 
previous year's exports of $ 26.223 billion. 
This achievement came against a target of 
18 to 20 per cent growth of exports. Im¬ 
ports during tius period have been re¬ 
corded to the tune of $ 36.369 billion as 
against $ 28.251 billion during 1994-95 re¬ 
flecting a growth of 28.74 per cent. As a 
result, the trade deficit during 1995-96 
touched the level of $ 4.538 billioii which 
is more than double the deficit of $ 2.027 
billion in 1994-95. 

The government has also released the’ 
export and import targets for the current 
fiiiancial year WhUe the exports are ex¬ 
pected to be around $ 37-$38 billion, die 
inqiorts are likely to touch $ 45 bUlbn, 
mcteasing the trade deficit to $ 7 billion. 
These targets are in tune with the overall 
estimates worked out for achieving a tar¬ 
get of $ 76 bilium of exports by the year 
2001 AD. This overall long term target is 
based on the assumption that the exporte 
would continue to grow at over 20 per cent 
per year in dollar terms and die imports at 
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around 25 per cent. When this target is 
achieved in 2001 AD, India's share in world 
exports would rise from present level of 
half a per cent to one per cent. 

Rising Oil Imports: As per one esti¬ 
mate, India's oil import bill could rise upto 
25 per cent in 1996-97, increasing from Rs 
22,000 crore ($ 6.4 billion) in 1995-96 by 
Rs 5000 to Rs 6000 crore ($ 1.45 billion to 
$ 1.73 billion). These estimates are based 
on the fact that as against the target of 

38.7 million tonnes of crude production, 
India could achieve the output of only 35 
million tonnes during 1995-96, while the 
armual demand during this year was 70 
million tonnes. During the years to come 
heavy dependence on the import of crude 
oil is likely to continue. The demand fig¬ 
ures for petro-products have been placed 
at 120 million tonnes for 2001-2002 AD. 
The growth in demand for petroleum 
products was 6.3 per cent upto 1994-95 
(averaged annual) but during the current 
financial year as well in the next two to 
three years, this growtli is likely to be at 
10 to 11 per cent. 

Alarming External Pebt; During the 
year 1995, India's external debt touched a 
new peak of $ 99.05 billion before reced¬ 
ing to $ 93.84 billion by the end of Sep¬ 
tember 1995. India's total debt liability, 
which was $ 75.9 billion in 1990, rose 
sharply to $ 85.3 billion in 1991 and to $ 

92.7 billion in 1994. The decline of $ 5.20 
billion in the external debt, during April- 
September 1995, was not on account of 
actual reduction and major part of the 
reduction was due to exchange rate varia¬ 
tion only. The real decrease was only ^ 
1.77 billion. To overcome the threat caused 
by the high external debt, the government 
has to ensure that the annual growth of 
the exports in dollar terms continues to be 
over 20 per cent for atleast next 5 years. 

CSO Estimates: As per the estimates 
of Central Statistical Organisation (CSO), 
India's GDP went up by 6.3 per cent dur¬ 
ing 1994-95, as against 5 per cent during 
the previous year. The rate of domestic 


savings increased from 21.4 per cent in 
1993-94 to 24.4 per cent. Per Capita In¬ 
come during 1994-95 rose by 4.8 per cent. 
In real terms, per capita income was Rs 
2401 during 1994-95 as against Rs 2292 for 
1993-94, At current prices, fliis income was 
Rs 8237 and Rs 7060, respectively. GDP at 
constant (1980-81) prices in 1994-95 was 
Rs 2,51,010 crore while at current prices it 
was Rs 8,54,103 crore, as against Rs 
7,23,103 crore in 1993-94. Increase in the 
GDP at current prices registered a growth 
of 18.1 per cent. 

Industrial Prospects Brighten: Indus¬ 
trial growth rate during the first 6 months 
of 1995-96 was at an encouraging. 12 per 
cent as per the Economic Survey. Also, 
according to the quick estimates of the 
CSO industrial .sector registered an impres¬ 
sive growth between April-December 1995 
In several sub-sectors like metal alloys and 
products, transport and transport equipment, 
electrical parts etc, and other manufactiuing 
industries, the growth rate has bam above 
15 per cent during this period with electrical 
appliances and machinery achieving the 
hipest growth rate of 36.4 per cent. 

19 per cent below Poverty: As per fig¬ 
ures released by the Planning Commis¬ 
sion in January 1996, the percentage of 
people living below the poverty line was 
18.96 per cent in 1993-94. In terms of ab¬ 
solute figures, this number was 168.58 mil¬ 
lion. These figures were on the basis of 
half sample carried out by National 
Sample Survey for 1993. While the inci¬ 
dence of poverty in the urban areas is only 
11.55 per cent, this percentage is as high 
as 21.68 in rural areas. These figures have 
been seen with disbelief by many, as during 
the last year itself, OXFAM had found in a 
study foat the incidence of poverty was ac¬ 
tually on the rise in foe country. As per foe 
OXFAM study, people living below poverty 
line fell from 57.33 per c«it in 1971 to 3535 
per cent in 1990, but by foe end of 1991 the 
percentage rose sharply to 42.06per cent and 
in 1992 it was 48.6 pet cent. It is fous unbe¬ 
lievable that in one year the percentage came 
down to 19 per cent. However; the Planning 


Commission admits that foe figures are pro¬ 
visional and may change once foe report on 
full san^le is available. 

Inflation Subdued: Since December 
1996, the inflation rate has remained quite 
subdued. During the week ending April 
13,1996 it touched a new low of 4.19 per 
cent. While this happened, the inflation 
rate continued to hover betow 5 per cent 
level for the 12th week in succession and 
in single digit in 55 weeks in succession. 
But there are apprehensions that even af¬ 
ter remaining at a level of 6 ,to 7 per cent 
during 1995-96, the inflation rate may 
shoot up to 10 to 11 per cent in 1996-97, as 
the adininistered prices and oil prices are 
overdue for an increase. 
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Round-up of Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

APEC: Asia-Pacific Econonuc Co-op¬ 
eration. 

ARF: Asian Regional Forum. 

ASEAN: Association of South East 
Asian Nations. 

ASLV: Augmented Satellite Launch 
Vehicle. 

BOLT: BSE On-Line Trading (System). 

CAPES: Computer Aided Paperless 
Examination System. 

CLASP: Child Labour Action and 
Support Project. 

CTBT: Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

DRDO: Defence Research and Devel¬ 
opment Organisation. 

ERNET: Educational and Research 
Network. 

FII: Foreign Institutional Investor. 

FPS: Family Pension Scheme, 1971. 

GDI: Gender-related Development 
Index. 

GEM: Gender Empowerment Mea¬ 
sure. 

HDI: Human Development Index. 

IIRS: Indian Institute of Remote 
Sensing. 

IFOR: (NATO) Implementation Force 
(for Bosnia). 

IMCD: Integrated Mother and Child 
Development. 

IPR: Intellectual Property Rights. 

IRA: Insiuance Regidatory Authority. 

IRS: Indian Remote Sensing Satellite. 

ISDN: Integrated Services Digital 
Network. 

ISTRAC: ISRO Telemetry, Tracking 
and Command Centre. 

JPC: Joint Parliamentary Committee. 

LCA: Light Commercial Aircraft. 

MMMF: Money Market Mutual Fund. 

NAFTA: NorBi America Free 'Kade 
Agreement. 

NAWO: National Alliance for 
Wamen. 

NQTE: National Council for Teacher 
Education. 

NHRC: Natioiud Human Rights Com¬ 


mission. 

NPT: Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 

NRF: National Renewal Fund. 

NSAP: National Social Assistance 
Programme. 

NWRC: National Water Resources 
Council 

OTCEI: Over the Counter Exchange 
of India 

PAN: Panchromatic Camera. 
PILCOM: Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka 
Committee (for World Cup 1996). 

PSLV: Polar Satellite Launch Ve¬ 
hicle. 

REACH: Rehabilitate, Educate and 
j Support Street Children, 
j S AARC: South Asian Association for 
! Regional Co-operation, 
j SAPTA South Asian Preferential 
Trading Agreement. 

SATIE: South Asia Travel and Tour¬ 
ism Exchange. 

TACDE: Tactics and Air Combat De¬ 
velopment Establishment. 

TRAI: Telecom Regulatory Authority 
I of India 

WOMEC: World Mining Envirorunent 
Congress. 

WTO: World Trade Oiganisation. 

AWARDS 

NATIONAL AWARDS 

Arjuna Awards, 1994 

S ACHIN Tendulkar (Cricket), Kamam 
Malleswari {Weightlifting), faspal Rana 
(Shooting), Jude Felix (Hockey), S. 
Rajaratnam (Kabaddi), Ashok D. Desai 
(Kabaddi). K.C. Rosa Kutty (Athletics) and 
Maj R.S. Bhanwala (Eowing). 

Bihari Puruskar 

OTED Hindi playwright from 
Rajasthan, Mr HamiduUa, was 
honoured with the Bihari Puruskar. He 
received the award for his famous Hindi 
play Har baar. The Bihari Purushir is meant 
for literary works in Hindi for writers 
belongmg to Rajasthan. 



Borlaug Awards 

For botanical research and promotion 
of science and biotechnology: Dr ijianju 
Sharma and Mrs Sulochana Gadgil share 
the prize. 

For outstanding contribution in breed¬ 
ing high yielding wheat varieties: Dr Sanjay 
Rajaram of CIMMYT, Mexico. 

For contribution to high yielding 
basmati rice: Dr E.A. Siddiq, Deput)' Di¬ 
rector General (Crop Sciences) of Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

For contribution to soil fertility and 
fertiliser use: Dr J.C. Katyal, Director of 
ICAR Research Institute for Dryland Agri¬ 
culture, Hyderabad. 

Dadabhai Naoroji Memorial Award 

D r Verghese Kurien, chairman of the 
National Dairy Development Board 
(NDDB) for "advancing the interests of 
India in the sphere of cooperation and 
rural development". 

Indira Gandhi National Integration 
Award 

T he tenth Indira Gandhi National In¬ 
tegration Award was shared by slain 
Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh (post¬ 
humous) and noted Gandhian social worka: 
Natwar Thakkar; for their outstanding con¬ 
tributions to national integration. 
Jamnalal Bajaj awards, 1995 

For outstanding contribution in the fidd 
o/ constructive work: Mr Kashinadi Trivedi 
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of Indore. 

For application of science and technol- 
ogy for rural development: Mr G. 
Muniratnam of the Rayalaseema Seva 
Samithi, Tirupati. 

for help to upliftment and welfare of 
loomen and children: Mrs ^^a Bahuguna 
of Navjivan Ashram, Silyera, Tehri 
Garhwal (UP). 

For promoting Gandhian values outside 
India: Mrs Kamaia of the Gandhi Memo¬ 
rial Centre, V^shington D.C. 

Jnanpith Award 

R enowned Malayalam writer M.T. 

Vasudevan Nair was selected for the 
prestigious award for 1995 for his enrich¬ 
ment of Indian literature through his cre¬ 
ative writing. Ihe award carries a plaque, 
a bronze replica of Vagdevi and a cash 
prize of Rs 25 lakh. 

KabirPuruskar 

T he Kabir Puruskar was given to three 
persons; J. A. Rasheed (Kerala), Naseem 
Ahmed Siddiqui (Uttar Pradesh) and 
Fredrick Prakash S.J. (Gujarat) for their 
outstanding acts of courage during the 
December 1992 riots. 

KalidasSamman 

N oted theatre personality Kavlam 
Narayan Panikkar was selected for 
Kalidas Samman for theatre, 1995. The 
award has been mstituted by the Madhya 
Pradesh government. 

Lata Mangeshkar Award 

P opular playback singer Talat 
Mehmood was awarded the Lata 
Mangeshkar award, instituted by the 
Madhya Pradesh government. It was re¬ 
ceived by Mr Mehmood's son, Khalid. 
Moortidevi Award, 1994 

M arathi writer Suvajl Govindrao 
Sawant was given the Moortidevi 
Award for 1994 for his novel Mrityunjaya. 


''i ■ l»» tombm pdr 


Neerja Bhanot award, 1995 

M IS Radhabai of Inchur Kerala, was 
elected for the award. This annual 
award is given to an Indi a n woman who 
is subject^ to social injustice and fights it 
with guts and grit and helps other women 
in similar distress. 

Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavna 
award, 1995 

M ohammad Younus, grandson of 
Frontier Gandhi Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan, was given the award for his contri¬ 
bution to the promotion of peace, com¬ 
munal harmony and in the fight against 
violence and terrorism. 

Sanjay and Geeta Chopra Awards 

T he Geeta Chopra award was given to 
11-year old Anita Rawat of Uttar 
Pradesdi, who put up a brave front in re¬ 
sisting the attempts of some Holi revellers 
who had tried to molest her. 

Sudhir Sardaira of Haryana was se¬ 
lected for the Sanjay Chopra award for 
getting an intruder arrested who had killed 
his fafoer. 

Saraswati Samman 

M alayalam poetess N. Balamani 
Amma has been selected for the 
Saraswati Samman for 1995. 

Shanti Swamp Bhatnagar awards, 1995 
For math^tical sciences: Dr Rajendra 
Bhatia of the Indian Statistical ^Institute, 


New Delhi. 

For enginming sciences: Dr Kamanio 
Chattopadhyay of Indian Institute of Sci¬ 
ence, ^galore. 

For earth, atmosphere, ocean and plan¬ 
etary sciences: Dr B.N. Goswami of Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

For Physical Sciences: Dr Mustansir 
Barma, TEFR, Bombay and Dr B. Sriram 
Shastry of Indian Institute of Science, Ban¬ 
galore. 

For Chemical sciences: Dr 
Chandrasekhar of Indian Institute of Sci¬ 
ence and Dr K.L. Sebastian of Cochin 
University. 

For Biological Sciences: Dr S.E. 
Hasnain of National litstitute of Immu¬ 
nology, New Delhi and Dr K Muiuyaf]|>a 
of Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

For Medical Sciences: Dr Subrat K. 


QaiKtMI^HietPrlie . - 

Dr Juifos K«|nd3taraBd i 

fomwr Pffisident of Tatiiar^, ini» baim' 
aetactad for foe first Qartdhi Paaca 
Prize for eodai, ecorionitic said poUtl- 
cal transformation through noii-vio- 
Isnce. The award is worth Be t crocs 
priza and is foe biggest and rnost pras- 
tigiOus award of foe country. 


Panda of ARMS, New Delhi and Dr Anil 
Tyagi of Delhi University. 

Vachaspati Furaskar 

P iANDIT Amir Chand Shastri was se¬ 
lected for the fourth Vachaspati 
Puruskar, instituted by the K.K. Birla Foun¬ 
dation, for his work Nehru Charit 
Mahakavyam, depicting in poetry Nehru's 
life based on his autobiography. 

Vyas Samman 

N oted Hindi writer Kunwar Narain 
was awarded the Vyas Samman for 
1995 for his compilation of poems entitled 
Koi Doosra Nahin. 

V. Shantaram State Award 

V ETERAN actress Lalita Pawar has 
been selected for the V. Shantaram 
State Award for her lifetime contribution 
to Marathi films. 


INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1995 

G eneral Olusegun Obasanjo, former 
head of the State of Nigeria, has been 
selected for the Indira Gandhi Interna¬ 
tional Prize for Peace, Disarmament and 
Development for 1995, for his contrfou- 
tiem to African democracy and for inter¬ 
national peace. 

Indira Gandhi Award for International 
Justice and Harmony 

P iRESDENT of South Africa, Dr Nelson 
Mandela, has been conferred the Indira 
Gandhi award for International Justice and 
Harmony. The award is instituted by the 
Indian Council of Wsrld Affairs. 
Magsaysay awards, 1995 

For Public service: Ms Asma Jahangfe 
a Pakistani human rights lawyer for "chal¬ 
lenging Pakistan to embrace and uphold 
the principles of religious tolerance, gen¬ 
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der equality and equal protection under 
the law". Ms Jahangir is the founding sec¬ 
retary-general of the Human Rights Com¬ 
mission of Pakistan. 

For government service: Gov Morihiko 
Hiramalsiu of Japan's Oita province. 

For journalism, literature and creative 
communication arts: Mr Pramoedya Ananta 
Toes of Indonesia for 14 years of his politi¬ 
cally-charged writing. The 70-year-old 
writer from Java was cited for illuminat- 
mg with brilliant stories, the historical 
awakening and modem experience of the 
Indonesian people. 

For community service- Ho Mong-Teh 
of Taiwan. 

For International Understanding The 
Manila-basedAsian Institute ctf Management, 
Asia's leading sdiool for advanced manage¬ 
ment educatioa has been named winner of 
the 1995 Ramon Magsaysay award for inter- 
nabcHvil understanding 
Booker Prize 

N 0VE!,IST Pat Barker won the 1995 
Booker Prire, Britam's most presti¬ 
gious award, for her book The Ghost Road. 
The award consists of 20,000 pounds. 
Goldman environmental prizes 
^IX environmental heroes from around 
lie world, including Mahesh Chandra 
Mehta from India, are the recipients of the 
seventh annual Goldman environmental 
prizes Mehta is a lawyer who has w(h\ about 
40 landmark environmental judgements and 
numerous orders from tiie Supreme Court 
making him one of the most successful en- 
viiTHimental litigator in the world. 

The five other winners arc A. 
Ndyakira of Uganda, Albena Simeonova 
of Bulgaria, W.J. Ballantine of New Zealand, 
Edwin Bustillos of Mexico and Marina Silva 
of Brazil. 

Jesse Owens Award 

S PRINTER Michael Johnson won the 
highest honour of US athletics, the Jesse 
Owens award, for the second consecutive 
year. 

Kalinga Prize 

T he Kalinga Prize for 1995 was 
awarded to Mexican astrophysicist 
Julieta Fieero Gossman for the 
popularisation of science. The award is 


NoMPlIaMlBBS 

Par Utmiun: IrW) poet Seamus Hoam^. ' 

For UedSdrur. Three sdentiMs won the Nobel Priae for mecMne: CMaid leiMii 
of the CidKomia Institute ot Teohnoted^; Chitettene lilueeeteln-VateeRf of 
Ptenek Inethute for Devetopmenttl BNogy te UMbtegen, Qtetimny; «MI @te 
Wtesohaus of the Princeton Unteereity in tee United ^etes. ; 

Far Economics: AmericBn profeeeor Robert E. Unee d tee UtiiuerB%'of 0tii^' 
cego for hie work on how ‘Rettenel etipecttefons htem ttaneformed meeipboonQmid 
enelyeis and heiped understand econcmiic po8oy*. ' 

For Physics: American professors liltertin t Perl of tee Stenterd Urtetereiiy end ^ 
Frederick Retries of the Unfeerelty of Califomia. 

For Posea Anti-nudeai eampaiQner Joseph ROtblnt and tee RaBwabh Confer* 
once on Science and Worid Affairs whidi he chairs, ehared tee 1995 N(^ Piaoe 
Prize. The award was gfaren lor thek effoite to tffmlnlsh tee part pfeyid by twdfee^'^ 
arms in fetemaffonal politics and to eliminate teem in tee fenp Am. ' 

For Chemistry: US sdentiste Sherwood Roland of Univemity -of Caufotnia: 
Mario Molina ol Massachusetts Institute of iKtenotogy; Pmil Cniizsn of Qimamyfe 
Max Planck Institute for Chemistiy: for theh tesoovery tete man-made oberfeci^ , 
can damage the planst’s prcriective ozone layer. 


given each year by United Nations Edu¬ 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) and funded by 
former Orissa Chief Minister and indus- 
trialist Biju Patnaik 
Pulitzer prizes 

For international reporting^ David 
Rohde of the Christian Science Monitor 


Right Livelihood Award, 1995 

T he 1995 Right livelihood award, of¬ 
ten called tee alternative Nobel Pri», 
has been jointly awarded to die Serb Civk 
Council of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Mr 
Andras Biro and his organisation, the 
Hungarian Foundation for self-reliance, 
Mr Silak Sivaraksa of Thailand and Ms 


for his reports on the massacre of thou¬ 
sands of Bosnian MusUms in Srebrenica. 

For explanatory journalism: Laurie 
Garrett of Newsday for explanatory jour¬ 
nalism for her reporting horn Zaire on the 
Ebola virus outbreak. 

General non-fiction award: Una 
Rosenberg of the Warld Policy Institute 
won tee award for her book The Haunted 
Land- Faang Europe's Ghosts After Com¬ 
munism 

Spot news photography prize: Charles 
Porter IV, a fteeiancec for his photographs 
taken after the Oklahoma city bombing. 

Feature photography prize: 
Stephanie Welsh, a heelancec for a se¬ 
quence of photos of a fenuile circumci¬ 
sion rite in Kenya. 

Mahatma Gandhi World Peace award, 
1995 

'TVl Hogen Fukunaga, a Japanese poet, 
i.^ecturer and author of more thw 70 
books was given die award. 


Cermel Budiardjo, co-founder of tee In¬ 
donesian Human Rights oi^anisation. 
UN Population Award, 1995 
ly ^R Half dan Mahler of Denmark 
IVJLshares die award with the inter-Af¬ 
rican committee on traditional practices 
aderting the healdi of women and chil¬ 
dren. Mr Mahler is head of die interna¬ 
tional planned parenteood federation. 
Wbdd Food Prize, 1995 

S wiss entomologist Hans R. Herren 
won the Worjd Food Prize for stopping 
tee crop destroying pest in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

RLM AWARDS 

National Film Awards 

Best feature film (Swama Kamal): 
Mafeyalam Rim Rafhapunisftan directed by 
Adoor Gopalakrishnan. 

Best film in Hindi: Bandit Queen. 
Best Et^lish language film: The Msk- 
ing of the Mahatma. 
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Nargis Dutt Award for National In¬ 
tegration'. Bombay directed by Mani 
Katnam. 

Film giving popular and wholesome 
entertainment: Dilwale Dulhaniya he 
Jayenge directed by Aditya Chopra. 

Best non-feature film: Tarana, a docu¬ 
mentary film on mystic music directed by 
Rajat Kapoor. 

Best film on environment: Rape in the 
Virgin Forest by Jwngdao Bodosa in Bodo. 

Indira Gandhi Award for best film of 
a director. Malaya Bhattacharya's Kahini 
in Bengali. 

Best children's film: Halo directed by 
Santosh Sivan. 

Best Actress: Seema Biswas for her 
performance in Bandit Queen. 

Best Actor. Rajit Kapoor for his per¬ 
formance in The Making of the Mahatma. ! 

Best Director. Saced Akhtar Mirza. 

Best supporting role: Mithun 
Chakraborty for his role of Ramakrishna 
Paramhans in the first part of the film 
Swami Vivekananda, and Aranmula 
Ponnanuna for Kathapuruskan 

Special jury award: Shyam Senegal, 
director of The Making of the Mahatma. 

Best playback singers: S.P. 
Balasubramanyam and Anjali Marathe. 

Best costume design: Dolly Ahluwalia 
in Bandit Queen. 

Best Book: Marathi Cinema by Sanjit 
Narwekar. 

Oscar Awards, 1996 

Best picture' Braveheart. 

Best director. Mel Gibson, Braveheart. 

Best actor. Nicolas Cage, Leaving Las 
Vegas. 

Best actress: Susan Sarandon, Dead 
Man Walking 

Best supporting actor: Kevin Spacey, 
The Usual Suspects. 

Best supporting actress: Mira Sorvino, 
Mighty Aphrodite. 

Best foreign language film: Antonia's 
Line (Tlie Netherlands). 

Filmfare Awards, 1996 

Best film: Dilwale Dulhaniya Le 
Jayenge 

Best actor: Shahrukh Khan 

Best actress: Kajol 


Best director Aditya Chopra (DDL]) 
Best music director: A.R. Rahman 
(Rangeclo) 

Best playback singer (male): Udit 
Narayan (DDLJ) 

Best playback singer (female): Kavita 
Krishnamoorthy {Yarana) 

Best villian: Mithun Chakrabortv 
(Jallad) 

Best comedian: Anupam Kher (DDLJ) 
Lifetime achievement award: Sunil 
Dutt, Ashok"Kumar and Vaijayanthimala 
Dada Saheb Phalke award, 1994 

L EGENDRY film star Dilip Kumar, who 
strode the Hindi film world like a co¬ 
lossus for more than four decades, has 
been selected for the prestigious Dada 
Saheb Phalke award. 

BOOKS 

Alien Nation 

A uthored by Mr Peter Brimelow, a 
senior editor with Forbes, the book 
says that the US government should stop 
further immigration into the US by non¬ 
whites, who are "destroying foe American 
nation". Mr Brimelow warns fellow whites 
that the result of continued Asian, African 
and Latin American immigration at foe cur¬ 
rent level will be "foe snuffing out of foe 
American rration—like a catvdlc in a gale". 
Blood Sport 

W RITTEN by James Stewart, it is an 
account of the Whitewater invest¬ 
ments made by the Clintons. According 
to the book, Hillary Rodham Clinton 
played an active role in the Whitewater 
investment as a source for her daughter's 
education, even as herhusband was agreeing 
to get out of the unsuccessful venture. Ac¬ 
cording to foe book, Mrs Clinton single 
handedly mamged the investment after1986. 
Call the Briefing 

T A miTEN by foe former US Press Sec- 
VV retary, Mr Martin Fitzwatei; the book 
tells tales of aides of former US Presidents, 
Mr Ronald Reagan and Mr George Bush; 
It exposes infighting among White House 
Cabinet members. 

For the President's Eyes only 
A UTHORED by Prof Christr^her An- 
xidrew of Cambridge University, foe 


book claims the technical means, such as 
spy satellites, eavesdropping devices etc, 
available with USA give it the capacity to 
listen to foe conversations of foreign lead¬ 
ers. The author claims that US spied on all 
foreign leaders, irrespective of which coun¬ 
try they belonged to. 

Future of NPT, The 

' I ’HIS book has been written by Dr Savita 
X Pande, a research officer with the In¬ 
stitute for Defence Studies and Analyses 
(DSA), New Delhi. According to foe boirk 
foe five-member "nuclear club" is among 
the worst violators of the nuclear non¬ 
proliferation treaty even while preaching 
non-proliferation to the rest of foe world. 
The book recommends that foe "flawed" 
NPT should be dumped altogether. 

The Ghost Road 

W RITTEN by Pat Barker, this book is 
the final part of the trilogy set in 
1918 and teUs the story ot Lt Billy Prior at 
the end of World War 1. The first book, 
which was part of this trilogy, was Regen¬ 
eration, which appeared in 1991 and the 
second book was The Bye in the Door. 

Iri Confidence 

Anatoly Dobrynin, Set- 
VV viet Ambassador to the US for 20 
years, it reveals that Soviet intervention 
helped prevent the 1971 Indo-Pakistan 
breaking up West Pakistan, thus averting 
foe latter's total defeat. 

Lai Bahadur Shastri 

B iography of India's Prime Minister 
by C.P. Srivastava, his closest and 
trusted aide. Gives an unpublished ac¬ 
count of Shastrl's conversations with Ayub 
Khan and Soviet Prime Minister Alexei 
Kosygin. 

The Making of a Cricketer 

O FFICIAL biography of Sachin 
Tendulkar, written by his brother Ajit 
Tendulkar, Published by Th\ Promotions, 
a company floated by Ajit, the book con¬ 
tains anecdotes from the Indian vice 
captain's life and contains several photo¬ 
graphs. 

Mrityunjaya 

W RITTEN by Marathi writer Shivaji 
Govindrao Sawant, the book is a 
contemporary classic which retells 


as AUGUST'96 COMPETITION MASTER 




SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 


Mahabharata through the eyes of Kama. 
It has won the Moortidevi Award for 
1994. 

The Moor's Last Sigh 

W lUTTEN by Salman Rushdie and set 
in Bombay, it is a sequel to 
Midniaht's Childivn. 

Naari 

A collection of essays written by 
Humayun Azad, the book has been 
banned by die Bangladesh government for 
containing views which hurt the religious 
sentiments and fundamental faidi of the 
Muslims. 

Nivedyam (Offering) 

W RITTEN by N. Balamani Amma, 
who has been selected for the 
Saraswati Samman for 1995, it is an an¬ 
thology of 132 poems that reflect three 
main areas of her life; the role of woman, 
the state of society and the upward urge 
of the human spirit. 

North 

T his book is a collection of poems writ¬ 
ten by the 1995 Nobel Prize for litera¬ 
ture winner, Mr Seamus Heaney. In this 
book and in another, called The Haw Lan¬ 
tern, Heaney has spoken out as an Irish 
Catholic about violence in the British-ruled 
northern Island. 

Nurturing Development 

P UBLISHED by the Wbrld Bank and 
written by Ismail Scrageldin, its vice- 
president for environmentally sustain¬ 
able development, it says that it is unre¬ 
alistic for poor countries to aim at catch¬ 
ing up with the affluent nations. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr Serageldin, achieving per capita 
income levels of $ 1500 to 2000 (lower 
middle income), coupled with sound so¬ 
cial, economic and environmental policies 
within a reasonable time frame is a realis¬ 
tic objective. 

Ylhtn Corporationa Rule the World 

W RITTEN by Harvard Business 
School professor David Cortov, the 
book challenges mainstream economic 
thiidcmg popularised by IMF and the World 
Bank. It says that die expanding power of 
muldnational corporaHona ia poains a 
dueat to die ability of nadems to piiract 
thdr people and reiourcea from uncon¬ 


trolled exploitation. 

DAYS; YEARS 

Sports Day 

G overnment of India declared Au¬ 
gust 29 as the Sports Day every year. 
August 29 is the birthday of late Major 
Dhyan Chand, the great hockey wizard. 
International Day for preservation of 
the Ozone layer 

‘ I 'HE UN General Assembly proclaimed 
X September 16 as the International day 
for preservation of the ozone layer. Sep¬ 
tember 16,1995 also marked the 10th anni¬ 
versary of the signing of the Vienna con¬ 
vention for the protection of the ozone layer. 
VljayDiwas 

D ECEMBER 16 was observed by the 
armed forces as Vijay Diwas or a day 
of remembrance of all those soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who laid down their 
lives in defence of the nation. 

World Book Day 

U NESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation) 
decided to celebrate April 23 as World 
Book and Copyright Day. 

DEFENCE 

Nishant tested successfully 

N ISHANT, a remotely piloted vehicle 
(RFV) meant for battle-field surveil¬ 
lance and reconnaissance, was successfully 
flight tested by the Aeronautical Develop¬ 
ment Establishment (ADE). 

Nishant incorporates advanced de¬ 
sign features which are comparable or 
superior to similar vehicles developed else¬ 
where in the world. The system is capable 
of providing discrete aerial suxveiUance 
for extended durations by day and night, 
using sophisticated electro-optk. and elec¬ 
tronic sensors. 

Nishant is tiie second Unmanned Air 
Whicles (UAVs) developed by ADE, tiite 
other being a PUotles^ Tirgk Aircraft 
(FIA) called Lakshya. 

Advanced li^t helicopter launched 

T he four^ and final prototype of the 
Advanced light Hdlcopter (ALH) was 
launched at Bangalore on January 22,1996. 
Designed and developed by the 


Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), 
the helicopter incorporates state-of-the-art 
technology. 

It has a maximum continuous speed 
of 290 km per hour, a range of $00 km and 
an endurance of four hours with a 20- 
minute reserve. The latest ALH has,low 
noise and vibration levels and is designed 
to operate in very demanding cemditions. 
Na^ys first sub passes into history 
TNDIAN Navy's first submarine, INS 
XKdlmri, and the first indigenously built 
frigate, TNSNilgiri, passed into history and 
were decommissioned at Visakhapatnam 
and Bontoay dockyards, respectively, on 
June 1,1996. 

During its service of 28 years, Xaltain, 
commissioned in Riga on Deccixdier 8, 
1967, accomplished many arduous tasks 
and trained young submariners. 

Nilgiri was the first Indian-built ma¬ 
jor warship which could carry a helicop¬ 
ter and missiles and was commissioned 
on June 3,1972. India took an epoch-mak¬ 
ing leap forward in the sophisticated art 
of modem warship production when 
Nilgiri, the first of the six leander class 
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frigates, was built by Mazagon Dock Ltd, 
Bombay. 

DISCOVERY 

Undersea hot springs found near 
Atidaman 

I NDIAN scientists have discovered a 
number of undersea hot springs that fa¬ 
cilitate formation of minerals of valuable 
metals off the Andaman and Nicobar Is¬ 
lands. 

These high temperature vents open 
on the seabed through which hydrother¬ 
mal solutions as hot as 300 degrees Cel¬ 
sius are ejected into tine seawater. 

Though sudr hydrothermal mineral 
deposits have been reported from several 
locations in the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, 
this is the first time scientists have obtained 
a strong evidence of existence in the 
Andamand sea. 

EXPEDITION 

Everest Filming Expedition 

J AMLING Norgay, grand son of the first 
Everest summiteer, Tenzing Norgay, 
scaled the world's highest peak, along 
with a film crew, on fthty 24,1946. Thirty- 
one year old jamling's was part of a 
seven-member Everest Imax filming ex¬ 
pedition. 

David Finlay Breashears, a 41-year 
old film maker and Edmund Karl Viesturs 
(37), from Seattle, both scaling the peak 
for the third time, were part of the Imax 
team. 



First SA team atop Mt Everest 

T he South African flag was planted 
atop Mount Everest for the firet time 


ever on May 26, 1996, when two 
Johannesburg climbers reached the sum¬ 
mit of the world's highest moimtain. 

Two members of the team, leader Ian 
Woodall and Cathy O'Dowd, climbed the 
peak, l^teran Sherpa guide, Ang Rita, 48, 
of Nepal climbed the peak, along with 
them. All of them climbed without using 
oxygen cylinders. 

Tragedy on Everest 

0 |N the night of May 10, 1996 at the 
great mountain, Mt Everest (height 
8,848 m), a sudden storm claimed lives of 
more than eight climbers, including two 
of the world's highly respected mountain¬ 
eers: Scott Fisher of USA and Rob Hall of 
New Zealand. Three members of the Indo- 
Tibet Border Police expedition also died. 
The Indian climbers were: T. Palior, T. 
Samamla and Dorje Mump. 

All together, mote than 150 cliiid)ers 
in 13 expeditions had gathered at Base 
camps at the foot of Everest before the 
storm hit. They carried oxygen in titanium 
bottles, wore six layers of space-age ther¬ 
mal clothing designed to protect at tem¬ 
peratures lower titan -30°C, hand-held 
radios, satellite phones and computers. 
The adventurers could even call home and 
send E-mail from the summit. However, 
despite all the technology and hi-tech the 
mountain proved to be more powerful. 

There were miracles too: Beck Wfeath- 
ers of USA survived a nigbf ®f fh® base of 
Mt Everest, so did Makalu Gau of Taiwan. 

However, both were unable to de¬ 
scend through a treacherous ice fall, due 
to severe frostbite. In a daring mission, Lt 
Col K.C. Madan of Nepal Air Force res¬ 
cued the two mountaineers in one of the 
highest helicopter rescues ever, from a 
height of 6,100 m. 


PERSONS 

Aiiuna,N. Balamant 

M ALAYALAM poetess N. Balamani 
Amma, who was awarded the 
Saraswati Samman for 1995, is credited 
with being a singer of the resplendent 


Oowd^Hindwia^^ ' 

Sworn in as India's 12th Prime 
Minister, H.D. Deve Qowda was bom 
Into ;-lR agricultertet family at 
Haradanahatil In Hasan district in 
Kamateka- Ha fats, a diploma fn civti 
engineSring and.worited as a coninc-; 
ter befcHS entering politics. Ite made It 
to the Li^tefative A«tembiy in 19B2. i 
Five rfwte timns In tite ^sembiy made 
hin>,intp a seasoned poffi^n. Inltiatly, i 
isith the Cpf^iress, he werri over to 
Gongiesk (0) When tee patty split ver- 
-tiOaily. As an Opposition laadetf he 
wteit to jail .during the Emergency. 


womanhood. Her poems are connected 
with all aspects of the subjects connected 
with women, her role at home, in societj 
and in various facets of life. 

Birla, Aditya Mkram 

M r Aditya Birla, a scion of tiie Birla 
clan and heading an eight thousand 
ciore industrial empire, died on Octobei 
1,1995 at the age of 51. 

Chandrasekhar, Dr Subrahamanyan 

D r Chandrasekhar, Indian-born US sef 
entist, whose ground-breaking theo 
ries on astrophysics won him the Nobe 
Prize in 1983, died on August 22,1995, a 
the age of 84. 

He studied the death thores of star: 
as their fuel is exhausted, calculating tiv 
Chandrasekhar limit (1.44 times the sun'i 
mass), beyond which a collapsing sta: 
becomes a neutron star or continues ti 
compress indefinitely. 

Choudhury, Salil 

T he World of Indian music lost one o 
its living legends in the death of Salt 
Choudhury on September 6,1995. For ove 
50 years Salil Choudhury starddled tiv 
Bmgali and Hindi music scenes like o 
colossus, by virtue of his originality an< 
constant experimentation in his lyrics a 
well as compositions. 

Christiane, NttessUin-Milhard 

G ERMAN scientist at the Max PlancI 
Institute for Developmental Biol^g; 
in TiLiri>ingen, Germany, he was in the new 
for bong co-winner of tee 1995 NobelRnzi 
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for Medicine. 

Cnitzen,Paul 

G erman scientist at the Max Planck 
Institute for Chenustry. He is the co- 
wiimer of the Nobel Prize for Chenustry. 
DevifAshapuma 

X TOTED Bengali litterateur, Ashapuma 
i xlEtevi died on July 13,1995. She was 
the first woman to be awarded the presti¬ 
gious Jnanpith award in 1976. 

Heaney, Seamus 

E ISH poet, Seamus Heaney, is the win- 
er of ttte 1995 Nobel Prize for litera¬ 
ture. According to the citation his works 
had "lyrical beauty and ethical depth, 
which exalt everyday miracles and the 
living past". He is a poet, essayist and 
translator. 

Inamdar, Shaft 

S HAH Inamdar, who died in Mumbai 
at the age of 47, was a comedian, char¬ 
acter actor, playwright, director and pro¬ 
ducer, all rolled in one. He had produced 
and directed many Gujarati plays. 
Though he later moved to films and tele¬ 
vision, theatre remained his first love. 
Kaka Hathrasi 

T he famous Hindi poet of humour, 
Kaka Hathrasi, died on September 18, 
1995. Incidentally September 18 was his 
birthday. He was 90. 

Kaka, who wrote over 150 books of 
humour poetry, won much acclaim for 
his Kaka Ke Kartoos (Bullets of Kaka). He 
was honoured in 1985 with Padamshree 
award. 

Kuma^ Dilip 

L EGENDRY film star, he has been 
honoured with the 1994 Dada Saheb 


Noted Maiayalam writer and edi;- 


■ lions, Mr mir has been selected for 
• Bie Bfat Jnanpith aniiiard Idr tspS for > 
itis ccintrtbutfon to ttm swidhtnein of 
Indian nterahm. . 

. , MrNiMr. air;hM 


-^cpdan.ptg^ for 


Phalke award. 72-year-old Dilip Kumar 
(real ruune Yousuf Khan) has held gen¬ 
erations of Indian film audiences under 
iiis spell with sterling performanlres as a 
^'tragedy king" and as in variety of other 
roles. 

Lewis, Edward 

T TE is one of winners of dre 1995 Nobel 
XxPrizefor medicine. He belongs to the 
Institute of Technology, California, USA. 
The award has been given to him for his 
work on genetic mechanisms which con¬ 
trol early embryonic development. 
Lucas, Robert 

T he us economist, Mr Robert Lucas, 
has been awarded the 1995 Nobel Prize 
for economics for transforming under¬ 
standing of how economic policy affects 
people's expectations. 

Mitterand, Francois 

F ormer French President Francois 
Mitterand died in Paris at the age of 
79 Kiwwn for his intelligence, memory, 
reserve and ferocious irony, he had 
authored several books, including The 
Wheat and the Chaff which outlined his 
political philosophy. He single-hwdedly 
buUt France's Socialist Party into a'strong 
political force. He became President in 
1981, defeating Giscard D'Estaing. Re¬ 
elected in 1988, he remained in office tUl 
May, 1995, to become the longest serving 
French President. 

Molina, Mario 

U S scientist belonging to the Massa¬ 
chusetts Irwtitute of Technology. He 
is one of the winners of the W5 Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry. 

Peri, Martin L. 

■jk Marlin L. Peri of USA is the win- 
iVlner of the 1995 Nobel Priye for phys¬ 
ics for the discovery of a sub atomic par¬ 
ticle known as the Tan Lepton. He slwed 
the award with co-American Frederick 
Reines. 

Preston, Leuris 

L ewis Preston was the President of 
World Bank since 1991. He died on 
May 4,1995 at the age of 68. 

Mr Preston was respoitsible for mak¬ 
ing poverty alleviation as the over-arch¬ 
ing goal of the Bank and redirected the 


; * Ihd tfRi Sabha, 

X from 

fto rose 

ffoffl A iiwel^ry of tha |l6gtfatbya 
Vbidh Co^ieaa to b0t^^ 
.conaannitr mindidate for the. po^ of 
Spaal^. in a little trver.RO years. 

was a iei^uTer, iawjtor and 
joum^ tafOre Joining politics. He first 
came to Parliament in 19^^ and has 
been etocted for die Wth t^. 

He is the first tribal and toe ymmg- 
est to be elevated td bmimme the: 
Spealtor, H# has held se^ral posts, 
irtotl^Hi^ labour Minister m informa¬ 
tion and Brdadcasttog hfi|^r, 

Bank group lending towards human re¬ 
sources development. He was also instru¬ 
mental in linking the World Bank lending 
to actual performance and implementa¬ 
tion of projects. 

Rabin, Yitzhak 

Y ITZHAK Rabin, the 73-year-old Prime 
Minister of Israel, hailed for his moves 
towards peace with the Arabs, was assas¬ 
sinated by a young Jewish law student on 
November 5,1995, at a rally in TH Aviv. 
He was the first Israeli Prime Minister to 
be assassiirated since the creation of the 
country in 1948. 

Rao, Nandamuri laraka Rama 

A ctor turned leader N.T. Rama Rao, 
or 'NTR' as he was popularly known, 
died on January 18,1996. 

Bom in a remote Nimmakuru village 
of Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh, 
Rama Rao joined filmdom with Ha Desam 
(My Country) and stormed into politics 
wilh the sbgan Na Prajalu (My People). 
He floated the Telegu Desam Party (TDP) 
in 1982 when he was 60 and always had a 
finger on the pulse of the people. He fea¬ 
tured in 330 Telegu films and enacted 
mostly mythological roles. 

Reines, Frederick 

T^REDERICK Reines of ttie University of 
X California shares the 1995 Nobel 
Prize for physics for the detection of 
the neutrino—a work that he started in 
19508. 
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RotbUt^JoMph 

A NTI-nuclearcampaignei; Polish-bom 
xxBritish scientist, Joseph Rotblat has 
won the 1995 Nobel Peace prize. Ife shared 
the award with the Pugwash Conference 
on Science and World Affairs, whkh he 
chairs. 

The Pugwash Conference was started 
in 1955 by Rod}lat artd ten offter scien- 
tist»—10 years after the dropping of two 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki—to recognise the responsibility 
of scientists for their inventions. 
Rowland, Sherwood 

U S Scientist belonging to the Univer¬ 
sity of California. He was in the 
news for winning the 1995 Nobel Prize 
for Chemistry alongwith two other sci¬ 
entists. 

Saieen, Air Marshal Satish Kumar 

V lCE-Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal 
Satish Kumar Sateen, was appointed 
ff\e next Chief of Air Staff. 

Air Marshal Sareen was commis¬ 
sioned as a fighter pilot on May 29,1957 
and has the unique distinction of heading 
the two most operational commands as 
well as die office of the Vice-Chief of Air 
Staff. He was Air Officer Commanding- 
in-Chief of the New Delhi-based Western 
Air Command (WAC). Before that he 
headed the Jodhpur-based Soufft Western 
Air Command. 

Sawant, Shivaji Govindtao 

N oted Maradu writer and novelist, 
Shivaji Govindtao Sawant is the win¬ 
ner of Moortidevi Award for 1994 for his 
book, Mritymjaya. 

Sing^Beant 

B EANT Singh, Chief Minister of Punjab, 
the man crated widi wiping out inili- 
tancy from Pui^ab, was amassinated on 
August 31, 1995 in a bomb blast in 
Chandigarh. 

He was bom on February 19,1922 in 
village Bilaspur of Ludhiana district in 
Punjab. He graduated ffom the prestigious 
Government College, Lahore. He had a 
two-year stint in the army before justing 
into the political arena in 1950. In Febru¬ 
ary 1992 he took over as die 13di Chief 
Minister of Punjab. 
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Slack, Sally (Kamala) 

B orn on December 20, 1945, Sally 
Slack, who is also known as Kamala, 
decided to devote herself to Gandhism and 
promote Gandhian values in the US. She 
has been awarded the Jamnalal Bajaj 
award. At present she is the president of 
the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Founda¬ 
tion and director of Gandhi Memorial 
Centre in Washington. 

Suu Kyi, Mrs Aung San 

Aung San Suu Kyi is the pro- 
democracy leader of Myanmar. She 
has been under house arrest for the past 
six years. She has been awarded tiie cov¬ 
eted Jawahar Lai Nehru award for inter¬ 
national understanding, 1993. 3ie is the 
29th recipient of the award. 

‘Bilsamma 

A wealthy landowner who gave up her 
jnLriches to use her life to help the poor; 
Tulsamma, 85, lives as a legend in 
Pedaravur in Guntur district of Andhra 
Pradesh. Bom in 1911, Tulsamma met 
Gandhqi in Sevagram Ashram and decided 
to live a life of austerity. Her later meeting 
with \^oba Bhave made her determined 
to devote her life in helping the poor. 

She became a fte^om fighter and 
participated in the non-cooperation move¬ 
ment. Latere she donated her huge prop¬ 
erty to tiie Andhra Pradesh Khadi and 
Village Industries Board. Her former house 
is to^y a khadi production centre. 
WieschauSfEricF. 

A professor at the Princeton Univer- 
/vsity, USA, he shares the 1995 Nobel 
Prize for medicine for his work on genetic 
mechanisms. 

Wolfensohn, James D. ' 

6 1-year-old James D. Wolfensohn has 
taken over as the President of the Wbrld 
Bank. He is a bom Australian but is now 
a naturalised American citizen with his 
own New York-based investment bank. He 
is known as a man of strong will, impec¬ 
cable taste and keen mind. 

PLACES 

Palau 

P ALAU, till recently a trust territory ad¬ 
ministered by the United Statea, has 


The countiy's llth Miniia- 
ter wtw stayed in oRloe fbr ohiy 12 
days; AAi^peyee is known for tfle tib- 
era) views,''Bom in Gwalior In 1924, 
he beoame a sodal worker in 1948. 
Arrested in 1942 during the freedom 
struggle. He continued «s an ftSS 
worker attw h|s nrieeee. Ttw TB^r 
old becheior Is onb ^ the lew poUtt- 
oaf leaders vfho is not-ifflder,dark 
doude tanttshlhg hlb image. _ 

become the 185th member of the United 
Nations. 

Palau has a population of slightly 
over 15,000 and compnses of 200 islands 
in the Caiohne cham in the Pacihe, of 
which only eight are permanently mhab- 
ited. Most of the population lives m the 
capital of Komor. 

Maharashtra 

M AHARASHTRA has completed 35 
years of progressive existence. Over 
the years, it has graduated as one of the 
most industrialised States in India, fulfill¬ 
ing the aims of those who laid down their 
lives for its formation. 

The bilingual State of Bombay, compris¬ 
ing present day Maharashtra and Gujarat, 
was formed on November 1,1956 on the 
recommendations of the Fazai Ali Commis¬ 
sion report, with Bombay as its capital and 
Mwarji Desai as its Chief Minister. 

The State, which has a rich historical 
and cultural heritage, a stable and strong 
political base and an efficient government 
machinery, contmues to occupy a promi¬ 
nent position in various fields. It is also 
progressive as regards social reforms and 
cosmopolitan ch»acter. 

RaleganSiddhi 

/""Vice a village with acute water short- 
Vm/age today it is a model for not only 
Maha^tra but the whole country, with 
enough water for drinking and irri^tion, 
enough foodgrains, leaso^ly go^ ho^ 
ticultun and greenery ail around. 

It has given a lead to other villages in 
waterriud development soil conservation 
and afforestation, and all without any 
monetary help from tiie government or 
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any other agency. 

What started as a small step became 
a movement wid\ the whole village rally¬ 
ing behind Hajare, better known as 
Annasaheb Hajare And d\e fruits have 
reached all house-holds. 

Singapore: S.E. Asia's fint developed 
economy 

S INGAPORE graduated to the status of 
South-East Asia's first developed 
ecoivomy, a tremendous achievement for a 
nation that won full independence only 
30 years ago 

Five other nations also move into foat 
grade' Bnmei and the Gulf nations of 
Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, apart from the Bahamas. 

The Organisabon for Economic Co¬ 
operation and Development (OECD) took 
the decision to promote Singapote to that 
status on the basis of its huge mcome lev¬ 
els—per capita income has crossed $ 23,000 
Vijayanagar 

P ERCHED at an altitude of 1260 metres 
above sea level, the SOU sq km table¬ 
like land of VqayanagarmChamlang district 
cf Arunachal Pradesh has become a 
dreamland Deposits of gold, gas, oil, plati¬ 
num, semi-precious stones and jadehavebeen 
reported by foe Ciedogical Survey of India. 

Once dubbed as "forgotten land" it is 
now humming with activity with the State 
government's Mineral Tirade Corporation 
Limited, the Oil India Limited and Coal 
India Limited putting up camps 


Wnranad 

T A TAYANAU is an undetdevelqied dis- 
V V tcict of Kerala, situated on foe west¬ 
ern side of the Sahya mountains border¬ 
ing Karnataka and Ikmil Nadu. About 35 
per cent of Kerala's scheduled tribes live 
in this place. ^ 

There is evidence that oigarused hu- 
irum life existed at Whyanad at least 10 
centuries before Chnst, especially at foe 
Edakkal caves. 

PROJECTS 

NTPC plans to increase electricity 
generation 


liO^VPmofllbeiMn^ 

A liny hamlet aitutted it 3R0O mefrii abpvt'ipk 4mA. m At* tar ailMy 
VIMliy ol Himachal PriduAt, the 

.iiqclfo ytir d the wiston^ of-tha w > 

known aa thi A^inOi «f tha tAmilaysi, jCMvm Mlkm ‘ 

from M d foi hamtat, Thbo. Tha taro-wadi nAtedAbm ym‘tid<*jiroIloRa d At* 
iwnhitery, ditch waafouftMln^AO, b«0inQ0,4mf»),AI4o^ , 

K tibo MoruMmy I* tha only auMdng rnoMHimrttfspraiafMtg-lha MRlAoit' 
M Gugga Kinowm which wa* Imwn bi lla ihrMi forlia auddf^ 
Budawom. • i 

Tha dehly exacutad paintings and foe stucco Imagaa inaida foa mudanyigd' 
constructioAs d the monastery maka k not only a sita d ddt auAsAc gtandmirdit 
also ddrohaedodcal importa^ Soma d tha murd* d foa monaatary ara aa dd 
aa Ih* mohastary ItaaA. Howavar, conaervafom aattm(fo»put tha ptfoitliios at *vd 
500 years qk). Tha monasteiy ia in itaelf a gnat rapoiloiy laprasianAnA foaNfAntt- 
' iayan Buddhism. 

The monastery is believed to have baan founded by a Budcfoist sdmlar from 
I Waatam Tibet, Rin-Chen^Sangpo. 


tious plan to add 10,000 megawatt of gen¬ 
eration by the year 2003 AD. 

Eleven thermal and ftve gas-based 
power projects were generating 16085 
megawatt at present, contributing almost 
22 per cent of foe total power generation 
in the country and was hghtmg one-fiffo 
of foe nation 

NTPC had a modest generation of 
1120 million units during 1982-83 and 
touched a record of 78383 million ifriits 
durmg 1994-95 NTPC controlled power 
stations had also maintained a plant load 
factor which was higher than foe national 
level. During 1994-95, foe average plant 
load factor of NTPC's stations was 76.57 
per cent against foe national average of 60 
per cent. 

200 MW solar power plant for Jaisalmer 


don (NTPC) has drawn up an ambi¬ 


nadonal Ltd to set up a solar thermal 
power project in Jaisalmer to generate 200 
MW of power. 

The company, a consortium of Sri 
Lanka and Germany based two compa¬ 
nies, with Larsen and Tubro as its In¬ 
dian partner, will sell entire power 
produced by the plant to Rajasthan 
State Eiecfricity Board (RSEB), at a rate 
of Rs 2.25 per unit during the next 25 
years. 


Mughal Road to be revived 
TlOLLOWING improvonent in foe over- 
all situation in strife-tom Kashmir Val¬ 
ley, work will start soon on foe famous 
Mughal Road project as an alternative 
highway between Jammu and Kashmir. 

The project, which was shelved in 
1990in view of increased militancy in the 
Wley, will be completed in four to five 
years. 

The road, which would be about 441 
km long, originates from Pafoaxdcot and 
reaches Srinagar via Akhnoon Fir Ki Gali 
and %opian. 

New radiation source being built 

I NDIA joins a select band of nations 
which have foe capability to build large 
synchrotron radiation source, one of foe 
most sophisticated scientific tools. The 
Centre for Advanced Tfedinology (CAT) at 
Indore is currmtiy commissioning a large 
450 MEV (Millirm Electron Volts) synchro¬ 
tron radiation source and has also started 
work on a larger 2 GEV (Giga Electron 
\blts) synchrotron radiation source. 

Berides Japan, India is foe only Asian 
country which has embarked on such a 
programme. 

Hitic oitotobea'hubport* 
^T’UnCORIN in Ikmil Nadu, a strategi- 
X cally located port on foe eastern coast, 
very neat to the intematicmal sea route. 
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will soon be developed into a 'hub port' 
with a total investment of Rs 4,000 crore 
entirely from the private sector. 

Once it is developed in another five 
years' time, almost the entire Indkn cargo 
would be handled through this port. At 
present 87 per cent of the Indian cargo 
goes to Dubai, Colombo and Singapore 
and only 13 per cent of it is being dirKtly 
handled by major ports in the country. 

Global tenders had been invited and 
five parties have responded. An estimated 
Rs 4,000 crore including some Rs 2,000 
crore for equipment would come from 
private companies for developing the 
outer harbour project.' 

European project to have Indian 
superconductors 

I NDIA will supply superconducting 
magnets for the Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC) being built by the European Coun¬ 
cil for Nuclear Research (ECNR) at 
Geneva. 

Indian scientists will also develop 
software to control the super proton syn¬ 
chrotron which injects protons into the 
LHC, with the aim of probing the ulti¬ 
mate structure of matter. 

Involvement in die project will give 
Indian scientists an opportunity to develop 
frontline technologies for the world's most 
prestigious international project to make 
highly energised proton beams collide 
head-on. 

India has offered to participate in the 
construction of the LHC by contributing 
$ 25 mUlion worth of material, includ- 
ingl2,000 super conducting sextupole 
corrector magnets. Simultaneously, In¬ 



dian scientists are proposir^ to partici¬ 
pate in the construction of two detectors 
of LHC. ■ 

First power plant from vegetable wastes, 
TNDIA'S first powCT plant to generate 
ipower exclusively from vegetable waste 
is to be located at Madras. The power plant 
forms part of a UNDP-assisted progranune 
of the Union Ministry of Non-conventional 
Energy. 

The Rs 2.85 crore project will use the 
vegetable waste from the massive veg¬ 
etable wholesale complex that has been 
designed by the Madras Metropolitan 
Development Authority (MMDA) at 
Koyambedu. It has been designed to con¬ 
sume around 30 tonnes of vegetable waste 
per day, against the SO tonnes per day 
waste that the Koyambedu complex is 
expected to generate. 

RESEARCH 

Woiid's maiden keyhole heart surgery 
T TEART surgery through a keyhole was 
iTLealised for ^e first time in world at 
B.M. Birla Heart Research Cwitre (BMBRC) 
in Calcutta on December 30, 1995. 

A hole in the heart of a Bangladesh 
student was closed by video-assisted 
technique in which a microchip camera 
and precision instruments were employed 
by Dr Devi Shetty and his 11-member 
team. 

A small incision was made on the 
right side of the chest and a tiiree-chip 
camera was inserted inside the chest cav¬ 
ity to visualise the heart. This gave a 
magnified image of the heart on the TV 
screen which was mounted in front of die 
patient. The surgeons, while looking at the 
TV screen, inserted the instruments 
through the small incision. The actual 
operation was then undertaken. 

The main advantage of the technique 
was that it involved just one cut on die 
heart instead of four to five as in tradi¬ 
tional methods. 

Chola capital existed: Study 

E r is no longer a myth that the, coastal 
own of Poompuhar, also called 
Kavoipattinam, in southern Tanul Nathi<' 
was the capital of early Cholas. Hie ar¬ 



chaeologists have now foimd evidence of 
the existence of this ancient city. 

Ikmil Nadu Archaeological Depart¬ 
ment, engaged in related explorations for 
over 30 years, has unearthed six trenches 
with structures of Sangam age, firmly es¬ 
tablished it as the same lost city, described 
as the pride of Chola dynasty. 

Purple bananas 

P urple bananas, blue apples and yel¬ 
low tomatoes may soon become quite 
common. This has bkome possible with 
the discovery of genes that control the 
smell, taste and colour of the fruits. 

Eddaent coloured skins could be used 
to show buyers diat fruit had been geneti¬ 
cally ^gineered to contain extra vitamins, 
medicines or nutrients. 

Research at Nottingham University, 
where Dr Don Grierson, professor of plant 
physiology, and his team have identified 
25 genes that control ditferent aspects of 
fruit ripening, including colour and tiW- 
tuie, h^ opoied new possibilities in'friiit 
farming tiut range from medicine tp eco- 
iu)mi(s. limiting the gene's ability to ihake 
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the hormones could help overcome the 
problem that rots half the world's pro¬ 
duced food before it reaches the market. 

SPACE 

IRS-IC launched 

T he world's most advanced remote 
sensing satellite, IRS-lC, built by Indian 
Sdentisis, was put into orbit successfully by 
a Russian rockrt on December 28, 1995. 

The key equipment on board is the 
panchromatic camera (PAN), which will 
provide pictures of the earth with a reso¬ 
lution of 6 metres, the highest available 
in the world market today. Besides the 
panchromatic camera, IRS-IC carries two 
other sensors to provide visual imageries 
in a wide band of spectra. These are the 
Linear Imaging Self- scanning Sensor 
(LISS-3) and the Wide Field Sensors 
(WIFS). 

The data receiving station of the Na¬ 
tional Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA), at 
Shadnagar near Hyderabad, will distrib¬ 
ute the satellite data to the users and die 
ground stations of die US company Eosat, 
who will r«%ive IRS-lC data under a com¬ 
mercial agreement betweoi Eosat and the 
Antrix Corporation of the Indian Depart¬ 
ment of Space. 

INSAr'2C launched 

TNDIA'S third indigenpus satdllte, 
JjNSAT-X, was launched from South 


American sea port of Kourou, by the Eu¬ 
ropean rocket vehicle Ariane, on Decem¬ 
ber 7,1996. 

lnqnoved telecommunications, wider 
television coverage, introduction of mo¬ 
bile satellite service and business net-work¬ 
ing in major Indian cities will become 
possible with this satellite. 

There are several firsts to the credit of 
INSAT-2C. It is the first Indian satellite to 
be co-located with another Indian space- 
aaft, INSAT-2B, in the same geo-station¬ 
ary orbit, separated only by a minimum 
distance of 17 km in space. It carries India's 
first KU band transponders exclusively for 
telecommunications. 

The satellite helped to introduce Mo¬ 
bile Satellite Services (MSS) that enables 
communications between any two mov¬ 
ing persons on land, sea or in air. 

IRS-P3 is put into orbit 

T he third developmental flight of the 
Polar Satellite l,aunch Vehicle (PSLV- 
D3) was successfully launched from 
Sriharikota, on March 11,1996. It placed a 
930 kg Indian remote sensing satellite, IRS- 
P3, into a near-polar sun-synchronous 
orbit. 

The launch opened up the possibility 
to tap a lucrative international market for 
satellite launch and sale of remote sensing 
data. 

Galileo reaches Jupiter 

O N December 8, 1995, spacecraft 
Galileo reached Jupiter after six years 
and a 3.7 billion km journey. 

Galileo's close encounter with the 
largest planet is die culmination of a nearly 
20-year programme, aimed at learning 
about the gigantic Jovian system, which 
could reveal important clues about evolu¬ 
tion of the solar system. 

Brightest comet sighted 

amateur US astronomers have dis 
i covered what could be die brightest 
comet to pass earth in twoity years. Ex¬ 
perts ha ve desaibed die finding as the most 
distant comet ever discovoed by amarteuis. 

The comet has been dubb^ as Hale- 
Bopp, after its finders Alan Hale and Tho-. 
mas Itopp. It is expected to be visible to die 
naked eye when it passes earth, in late 


Decembers 1996, about 120 million km 
away. 

Comet Hyakutake sighted 

C OMET Hyakutake hove into bright 
unaided view on March 26,19%. 
Hyakutake came closest to the earth 
(15 million kms) and remained brighdy 
visible for a few days as it hurded in'« 
trajectory around the sun. 

Hyakutake wUl never quite get to 
the sun but after getting as close as 34 
million kms it will hurtle into a wide 
orbit never to return for another 10,000 
years. 

Named after the Japanese amateur 
who spotted it with a pair of binoculars in 
January, Hyakutake is the third in a senes 
appearing on the firmament in lO-year 
intervals, following comet West in 1976 
and comet Halley in 1986. 

Mir's 10 years in space 

T en years and 2.5 billion km (1.5 bil¬ 
lion miles) on, the Mir space station 
has outlived the Soviet Union that 
launched it, completing its first decade in 
orbit by toasting new financing from the 
West. ' 

Its name means "peace", but it was 
the cold war that gave it birth. Now, with 
post-conunimist Russia in economic cri¬ 
ses, it is money from Moscow's erstwhile 
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adversary, the United States, that helps to 
keep the 120-tonnc )umble of floating 
metal m service 
Atlantis docks with Mir 

S PACE shuttle Atlantis successfully 
docked with the Russian space station 
Mur, on March 24,1996, the thud dockmg 
of the shuttle programme Shuttle com¬ 
mander Kevm Chilton linked die two space¬ 
craft carefully edgmg die shutde to die Mu 
at one toot per second Ihe shutde did not 
deviate from its schedule as it approached 
Mu It stopped, as planned, 170 teet below 
Mu for 10 minutes, then at 30 feet before 
making the final approach 


S. Korea, Egypt elected to UN Council 

S OUTH Korea, Chile, Egypt, Gumea 
Bissau and Poland were elected as non¬ 
permanent members of the UN and begui 
their Iwo-vear term on January 1 1996 
They replace Oman, Rwanda, Argoitina 
the Cze^ Republic and Nigeria 

MISCELLANY 

Indian cities face explosion 

F our Indian cities—Delhi, Bombay, 
Bangalore and Hyderabad—will 
among the megaaties that will mush¬ 
room m an unprecedented urban explo- 
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A itet of IIN andwlll itent to IhrtwtaA 
oonventlonid nhttiilidng m«lli by thtt 
and of Bw oantoty 

NoMt %li1iMr tnoHa. aif ctMUog < 
ihoppiitg ftidiUtlaa indudind 
aMOh M trtyai. bankhtSi bookihopt, 
whia, and ftoMiara. 

Oiv^THt 

.d^vietd M oHf^ M wall «8 ona > 
nbloh tdkta omldi lor grocaria on* 
tma afid''dott!nirm tiinw. 
IMManwttbasbiaioolN^ 

wuUinRB w flOBBI WUL fflWIBBnl rPBfP 

(Ho Hid omaai of 

(Ntifpaity (It iMi t# 

«a goQda m iiwdp(«d4^ 
nunufabuiro. / ‘ / 


Sion m the developmg world, the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFP) has 
predicted 

Withm 10 years, more than half the 
people in the world will live m cities and 
nearly all the urban population uicrease 
will be ui developmg countnes 

The urban future carries with it many 
risks, such as the possibility of collapse 
of basic services, mtolerable environmen¬ 
tal degradation and escalatmg soaal con 
flict 

The growth rate of ' megacities is 
changmg While megacities m the devel¬ 
oped world grew, on an average, by less 
than one per cent, those m the develop 
mg world, mcludmg Bomba), Karachi 
Lagos and Dhaka grew by 3 7 to 7 6 per 
cent 

Developmg countries will account for 
nearly 93 per cent of a 2 06 billion mcrease 
m the global urban population from 1970 
to 2020 Much of this growth will be in the 
world's poorest countries, and many of 
the new urban dwellers, particularly 
women and children, will be among the 
poorest people m die world 

Compared to 1930 when there wen 
83 cities with populations of more than a 
milhon today there are more than 280 
and the number is expected to double by 
2015 

Dudhwa rhino project a success 
THE rhmo remtroduchon prefect started 
1 at the Dudhwa national park m Uttar 
Pradesh a decade ago has largely been a 
success despite a few sefcacks Therhmos 
at Dudhwa seem to have setded down well 
into their new home 

The one-homed rhmoceros was put 
on the list of endangered animals of lUCN 
and on schedule 1 of die Wildlife (Fro- 
techon) Act 1972 Dudhwa national park 
was chosen for the country's most ambi¬ 
tious remtroduction prefect An area of 
90 sq km in south Sonanpur and 
Bellaraem range of the Dudhwa national 
park was identified as a most suitable 
area for the rhinos 
Cybennoney: Fnend or Foe 

I S Cybermoney a useful way of payuig 
(or goods on die Internet or a trofan horse 




'bWf i«ni 
tfwD^ m 
abbW dl/dl/OO WHlcfi (flu oe InMir* 
prft«d by biMbputett «a danuary 1i 
1900, thb VOiC SOPO. Thia 

eduut nliio 1^ fnfppibttilti bt cshdilAte 
fimailonp, kUHiraiKie poKcieei 
or mvantopes Analysts pradlet repro- 
gramntinp win cost $ 100 billion to $ 
OOO btHlon for global tnduslry and 
gbyampsPla, over the next four 
yaara 

Mtny operations run by big com¬ 
puters must undergo mondis of com- 
pisx reprogramming ty 1988 or sooner 
to ensure the Systems function correctly 
by 2000 

harbouring fortes that w lU distort money 
supply, debase currtntits and set off m 
flation’ 

For the Dutch pioneers in the f 1* t 
tronit cash revolution the prospect of 
paymg cash os er the Internet is no more 
frightenmg than usmg a credit tard 
In fact digital cash could be safer 
because breaking the codes dcstmed to 
protect cybermoney would take years ot 
work with very little return 

Cybermoney is real monc) mo\ ed 
from real bank accounts onto the 
Internet in a form protected by sophis¬ 
ticated codes to parties who then de¬ 
posit It with their own banks in 
exchange for goods or services offered 
on the Internet 

New standard for software industry 

A new mternational standard, SPICE 
International Standard for Software 
Process Assessment), for process assess¬ 
ment in the Software industry is currently 
under trials 

A product of the International Stan¬ 
dards Committee for Software Engineer 
mg It has been designed to evaluate 
processes relating to the development, 
maintenance and acquisition of soft- 
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Round-up of Sports 


GAMES 

Sevinth South Aiiu Federation Games 
THE Soudt Asian Federation (SAF) Games 
were declared open in Madras on Decem¬ 
ber 18,1995. nU teams were led by the 
mascot leo' and India's FT. Usha, who 
was also captain of India's contingent. 
India won 106 gold medals out of 143, 
making it an Indian show. Sri Lanka with 
16 golds, was only a distant second. 
Susanthika Jayasinghe and Shiny 
Abraham were joindy declared the best 
athletes of the games. 


India 

Medals tally 

Gold Silver 

106 60 

Bronze 

19 

Sri Lanka 

16 

25 

53 

Pakistan 

10 

33 

36 

Bangladesh 

7 

17 

35 

Nepal 

4 

S 

16 

Bhutan 

0 

0 

2 

Maldives 

0 

0 

1 


ARCHERY 

FTTA National Archery Championship 
LIMBA Ram of Rajasthan and Pumima 
Mahato of Bihar emerged champions in 
the men and women's sections reflectively 
in the 17th senior FITA National Archery 
Championship held at Cuttack. 

Gangadhar Madhi of Orissa and 
Bahasoren of Bihar were declared overall 
champions in the third senior (Indian 
round) national archery meet. Bihar's 
teams won dte team chanf)ionship title in 
the FTTA round while Orissa set a new 
record wiiming die Indian round men's 
team chanqiionship. 

ATHLETICS 
IVbild Championships 
THE World Adtletic Quunpionsh^s be¬ 
gan on August 4, 1995 at Gothenbiug, 
Sweden. USA topped the medals tally with 
12 Gold, 2 Silver and 5 Bronze nvEdals. 
They wen followed by Belarus with 2 
Gold, 3 ^er and 2 Bnmze medals and 


Italy wifli 2 Gold, 2 Silver and 2 Bronze 
medals. 

Canada's Donovan Bailey, the fastest 
man in the world in 1995, rac^ to the 100 
metres title in 9.97 seconds. Gwen Torrence 
of USA won the women's 100 metres title 
widi a timing of 10.85 seconds. 

Dan O'Brien of USA won the decath¬ 
lon title for the diird time in a row. He 
became the fifth atihlete to win three world 
crowns in a row. 

Michael Johnson of USA became the 
first person to complete the 200 and 400 
metres double in a global competition. He 
j took his third gold medal in 4 x 400 m 
I relay race. 

Sergei Bubka of Ukraine won his fifth 
world championship pole vault title. 

India was represented by a three- 
member team comprising of i^dle dis¬ 
tance champion Jyotimoyee Sikdar, 
sprinter Solaimatlii and discus thrower Ajit 
Bahaduria. The performance was path^c. 

Pune International Marathon 
JOSEPH Kahugu, a Kenyan athlete, won 
the Pune International Marathon. Peter de 
Vbcht of Belgium and Giridharilal of Se^ 
vices repeated last year's performance for 
second and third places. 

In the women's half marathon sec¬ 
tion, Leelamma of Western Railways came 
fust followed by Grace Chebet of Kenya 
and Usha Verma of Railways. 

BADMINTON 

UbenCup 

INDONESIA retained the Uber Cup 
women's world team badminton champi¬ 
onship tide, beating China 3-1. Indonesia 
took he Cup for a record sixh tune and it 
was their second stcai^t win ova China. 

HiomasCup 

WORLD ch^pion Heryanto Arbi of In¬ 
donesia beat Denmark's Thomas Stuer- 
Lauridsen to give his country a 3-0 lead in 
the final of the Thomas Cup men's team' 


badminton championship played at Hong 
Kong. 

National Championdiip 
HOLDERS of he men and women's titles 
Dipankar Kiattachaiya and EV. Laxmi re¬ 
tained the Bristol National Badminton 
Chanpionshp played at ffiwuch. They beat 
rivals GopiChand and ApamaPopatrepec- 
tively in close matches to retain heir tides. 

BASKETBALL 

National Championship 
PUl^AB beat Bihar 76-M to retain the 46h 
National Baskediall Championship held 
at Jamshedpur 

The Railways women won their 
eighth consecutive title, beating 
Maharashtra. 

BILLIARDS 

Gold Flake World Professional 
Cham]Honahip 

GEET Sethi won he Rs 17.5 lakh chaa^ii- 
onship for the third time in four years 
v/hen he vanquished his Indian rival 
Devendra Joshi. The chanqtionship was 
held in Borchay. 

Women's National title 
KAMALA Chandra Babu of Tkmil Nadu 
defeated Judy Walia, also of 'fiunil Nadu, 
to regain the National title which she had 
first won in 1991 at Jamshedpur. The cham¬ 
pionship was held at Bangalore. 

BOXING 

Wotid Heavyweight Championddp 
MDCE'^sotibeatliC'slTankBruitoinhehnd 
round d he World Boxing Council heavy- 
wdght <iuinf>ianh^ hdd in Las Vfegas. 

CHESS 

PCA World Championship 
WORLD Chess Chanq)ion Garry Kasparov 
drew he 18th game of his championslup 
match <^;ainat Mswaiuthan Anand of li^ 
dia, in only 12 moves, to win he monh- 
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long contest, 10.5-7^ and dte $ 900,000 
first prize. Anand received $ 4,50,000. 

The championship was sponsored by 
die Profe^ional Giess Association and 
was held in New York, USA. 

Kas)parov vs Computer 
GARRY Kasparov triumplKd over tiie IBM 
supercomputer Deep Blue in the six-game 
match played at Philadelphia. He beat the 
machine four points to two after three 
wins, two draws and one win for the com¬ 
puter. 

Deep Blue can sift dirough 200 mil¬ 
lion pos^le chess manoeuvres per sec¬ 
ond. It made history by becoming the first 
computer program to beat a reigning 
world champion in classical ch^. 

Women's Champion 

HUNGARIAN Zsuzsa Polgar beat Chinese 
teenager Xie Jun to become the new 
women's world chess champion. Polgar 
won by 8.5 points to 4.5 after 13 games 
played in Spain. 

National Women's Championship 
TWENTY-two year old Mrinalini Kunte 
of Pune emerged the new national 
women's champion defeating Anupama 
Gokhale in the 11th ropnd of the XXII 
Women's National 'A' chess championship 
organised by the Golden Square Women's 
Association in Salem. 

CRICKET 

Wills World Cup 

SRI Lanka emerged the winners of 1996 
World Cup when they defeated Austra¬ 
lia by 7 wickets in the final played at 
Lahore. 

It became the first host country and 
the first one to win the World Cup batting 
second. Aravinda de Silva became the first 
batsman to score a century in a World Cup 
fijud sirute 1979. 

India's Sachin Tendulkar was the most 
successful batsman notehing up a total of 
523 runs. Among the bowlers, fi\e most 
successful was Anil Kumble who took 15 
wickets conceding 281 runs; an average of 
18.73. 


Highli^ts 

Highest score: Lanka scored 398 
for 5 against Kenya, beating fite previous 
record of 360 for 4 by West Indies against 
Sri Lanka in 1987. 

Highest individual innings: Gary 
Kristen of South Africa, widi 188 not out 
against UAE. 

Highest partnership: Mark Waugh 
and Steve Waugh (207) for foe foiid wkket 
against Kenya. 

Highest half century: Arjun 
Ranatunga of Sri Lanka, who scored 50 in 
29 balls against Kenya. 

Singer Cup 

DESPITE Sanath Jayasuriya's slambaghalf 
century, foe fast^t evtt in one-day cricket, 
Sri Lanka lost foe final of foe Singer Cup 
to Pakistan by 43 runs. The three-nation 
tournament, with India being the foird 
country, was played in Singapore. 

Pepsi Cup 

S(XJTH Africa beat India by 38 runs to 
win the Pepsi Cup crictet tournament at 
Sharjah. India scored 249 for 9 in reply to 
Soufo Afiica's 287 for 5. Pakistan was foe 
third participating country. 

Cricketer of the year 
INDIA'S vice captain Sachin Tendulkar 
was declared the Sun Grace-Mafatial's 
cricketer of foe year for foe 1995-96 sea¬ 
son. This was foe third time that he won 
the award. 

RanjilErophy 

KA^AIAKAwete crowned Rai^ Cham¬ 
pions after a gap of 13 years, defeating 
Tamil Nadu, which had earlier defeated 
Bombay and Delhi, The match was played 
in Ma^as and Karnataka's team was 
captained by Anil Kumble. 

Irani Ikophy 

RANJI Champions Bombay thrashed Rest 
of India by nine wickets to daim foe Irani 
'hophy. 

WzzyTrophy 

WEST Zone won the Vizzy htophy 


with a 10-wicket victory over North 
Zone in the final played at Bangalore. 

Deodhar'fiophy 

NORTH Zone crushed West Zone by 81 
runs to win foe Deodhar hrophy match 
played at Indore. 

FOOTBAU 

BcightonCup 

BORDER Security Force, Jalandhar, 
edged out Tamil Nadu XI by one goal to 
regain the Beighton Cup after a gap of 
24 years at the Mohun Bagan ground in 
Calcutta. 

DCMBrophy 

THE DCM foofoall trophy was won by 
the hractor Sazi Club of bran wifo a 3-0 
win over Punjab State Electricity Board 
played at New Delhi. 

Federation Cup 

HOLDERS JCT Mills beat East Bengal 5-3 
in the 20th Lifebuoy Federation Cup foot¬ 
ball tournament held in Kanpur. 

Durand Cup 

EAST Bengal won foe prestigious Durand 
Cup football tournament 4-3 against the 
Tata Football Academy played at New 
Delhi. 

European Cup 

JUVENTUS won foe European Soccer Cup 
when they beat holders Ajax Amsterdam 
4-2 in a penalty shootout in Rome. 

SantoshUophy 

TRIGGERED by the brilliance of 
Ntaichung Bhutia, Bengal beat Goa 2-0 in 
foe S2nd Bharat Petroleum National Foot¬ 
ball Championship for foe Santosh Tfo- 
phy held at Margao. 

ShastriCup 

CALCUTTA'S Steel Authority of In¬ 
dia Limited won the All-India Lai 
Bahadur Shastri football tournament 
with a 2-0 victory over Youngmen. 
The tournament was held in'New 
Delhi. 
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Women's World Cup 

NORWAY continued its domination of the 
women's world cup soccer by winning the 
1995 Wbrld Cup. Ihey defeated Denmark 
3-1 in the final USA was third. 

GYMNASTICS 

World Championship 
ROMANIA eclipsed China aiul USA to 
retain dw women's team tide. They to¬ 
talled 387.865 points to China's 386.476. 

The men's team title was taken by 
China. Japan came second—their first 
men's team title since 1983. 

HOCKEY 

Champions trophy 

GERMANY lifted the champions trophy 
by defeating Australia 4-2 in the penalty 
shoot-out In the 17th edition of dte hockey 
tounument. 

India could manage only fifth posi¬ 
tion among the six participating nations. 

The tournament was held in Berlin, 
Germany. The next tournament will be 
held in Madras, India. 

European Nations Cup 
OLYMPIC Champions Germany retained 
the Cup when they defeated d\e Nediei^ 
lands on penalties in the final. 

Lai Bahadur Shastri Tbumament 
CENTRAL Reserve Police Force beat Bo^ 
der Security Force 4-1 to claim the tide in 
the sixd\ All India Lai Bahadur Shastri 
tournament played at New Ddhi. 

Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 
SOUTH Korea beat India 3-2 to retain the 
ninth Indira Garuihi Gold Cup Interna¬ 
tional hockey tournament played at 
Lucknow. Australia claimed the thiri place 
with a 5-1 win over die USA. 

Shivaji Hockey Tide 

BORDER Security Force (BSF) beat Central 

Reserve Pdke Force (CRTT) 4-2 to win the 

Shivs^ Hockey Gdd Cv^ held in New DelhL 

DhyanChuidCttp 

BORDER Security Force (BSF) won the tie¬ 
breaker against QRPF 4-2 to M die Ediyan 


Chand Cup for the second Chatrapati 
^vaji hockey tournament held at New 
Delhi. 

Obaidullah Gold Cup 
RAILWAY Coach Factory, Kapurthala de- 
frated defending champions Punjab Po¬ 
lice, 1-0, to lift the prestigious trophy. 

Sultan Azlan Shah Cup 
INDIA beat Germany 7-6 to regain die 
Sultan Azlan Siah Cup. The six-nation 
tournament was held in Malaysia. 

India had earlier wcm the Cup in 1985 
and 1991. 

Surjitlhiphy 

PUNJAB Police won the Surjit Thiphy at 
the All India Surjit Memorial Hockey 
Championship held at Jalandhar. They 
beat Air India 1-0 to lift the trophy. 

POLO 

Wofid Championship 
BRAZIL beat the reigning champions Ar¬ 
gentina in the final of the fourth Polo 
world championship in the Swiss resort of 
St Moritz. India bagged the fifth place. 

SHOOTING 

National Championships 
INDIA'S Mansher bagged the gold 
in the International Rules Men's trap fi¬ 
nals at Madras scorit^ 142 points out of a 
possjble 150, in die ^th National Shoot¬ 
ing Championships in trap and skeet. 
Delhi lifted the team gold. Rao Inderjeet 
Singh won dw skeet finals with Delhi again 
winning the team gold. 

Commonwealth Championship 
INDIA emerged champions with a 
tally of 12 gold, 9 silver and 4 bronze 
medals in the Commonwealth Shoot¬ 
ing Championships. Jaspai Rana won 
8 golds. Fateh Singh bagged 3 golds 
and a silver while Ashok Pandit got 
two golds and a silver and Sukhdev 
Singh got 2 golds. 

SNOOI^R 

Wbrid Championship 

STEPHEN Hendry won his sixth world 


chanqiionship with an 18-12 victory over 
Peter Ebdon. It was his fifdi tide in a row. 

Senior National Tide 
TAMIL Nadu's Siddharth Rao upstaged 
holder Sarang ^uoff of Mahara^tra to 
win the 62nd Senior National Snooker Ude 
played at Bhubaneshwar. 

BSA Ladybird world ladies tide 
KAREN Corr defeated Kim Shaw 6-3 to 
win die tide. The championship was held 
in New Delhi. 

4di women's rudonal diampionship 
HEENA Khandeiwal of Boinbay defeated 
die defending champion Pooja Bharkatia 
of Madhya Pradesh, 3-2, to win the tide. 

SQUASH 

Men's World Championship 
ENGLAND'S Del Harris and Mark 
Chaloner led the country to a 2-1 victory 
over Pakistan in the Men's World Squash 
Championship held at Cairo. 

World women's title 

MICHELLE Martin eetained the title by 
beating fellow Australian Sarah Fitzgerald. 

42nd National Inter-State Squash 
Championship 

MANISH Chothrani of Maharashtra 
hdped his team perform a hat-trick by 
beating Services A in the 42nd National 
Inter-State Squa^ Championship held at 
New .Delhi. 

SWIMMING 

National champion^p 
THE championship was held in Calcutta. 
J. Abhqit of Police retained die men's title 
while the women's title was won by 
Sangeeta Rani of Delhi. Police also retained 
die men's team tide. The women's team 
tide was won by Karnataka. 

Sebestian Xavier of Railways enwiged 
as die fastest swimmer 

TABLE TENNIS 

World'feaiB Cup 

SCHJTH Kioiea fc^t Gamany 3-2 to win the 
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men's gold medal. The womai's tide was 
won by Qiina who defrated Romania 3-0. 

National Championship 
CHEIAN Baboor and Ambika Radhika of 
Petroleum Sports Control Board won the 
men's and women's singles titles respec¬ 
tively, in the 57th National table tennis 
championship held in Pondicherry. 

TENNIS 

Wimbledon Championship 1995 
STEFFI.Graf beat/^antxa Sanchez Vlcario 
4-6, 6-1, 7-5 and capture her sixth 
i^^mbledon women's shigles title. 

In the men's singles final, Pete 
Sampras crushed Boris Becker 6-7, 6-2, 
6-4,6-2 to win the title. Sampras became 
the first American in Wimbledon history 
to win three successive men's singles 
titles and the first man since Bjorn Borg 
to win the title for three years running. 

US Open, 1995 

PETE Sampras of USA outlasted his com¬ 
patriot Andre Agassi to capture his diird 
US Open men's title. In the women's 
singles final Steffi Graf of Germany beat 
Monica Seles 7-8,0-6,6-3 to claim her third 
US open crown, 

HopmanCttp 

CROATIA won the Hopman Cup team 
tennis championship played at Perth after 
the Swiss Olympic championship Marc 
Rosset injured his right hand on an adver¬ 
tising board. 

Australian Open, '95 
MONICA Seles made a stunning come¬ 
back to tennis by winning her fourth Aus¬ 
tralian Open title played at Melbourne, 
beating Germany's Anke Huber. Seles had 
won the title for three straight years be¬ 
fore she was stabbed in Hamburg in 1993. 

Boris Becker won die men's title beat¬ 
ing Michael Chang, more than a decade 
after the first of his six Grand Slam titles. 

Italian Open, '95 

SPAIN'S Conchita Martinez won her 


fourth straight title by beating Martina 
Hingis 6-2,6-3 in the final of the clay court 
tournament. 

French Open, 1995 

THOMAS Muster of Austria won his first 
French Open title by overpowering 
Michael Chang of USA 7-5,6-2,64. 

In the women's singles Steffi Graf of 
Germany captured her fourth French Open 
title and the Number One ranking from 
Arantxa Sanchez Yvaaio of Spain. 

Indian Open 

THOMAS Enqvist beat Byron Black of 
Zimbabwe in the title match of the 
McDowell Indian Open tennis champion¬ 
ships held in New Delhi. 

Graf sets a record 

STEFFI Graf set a record of 332 weeks as 
women's world no. 1 in the rankings re¬ 
leased by WTA lour. She first grabbed the 
no. 1 spot on August 17, 1987, ending 
Navratilova's reign. 

In the men's tour, Jimmy Connors was 
ranked no. 1 for 268 weeks, John McEnroe 
for 170 and Pete Sampras for 121 weeks. 

World Team Cup 

OLMPIC chanqiian Marc Rosset steered 
Switzerland to their first World Team Cup 
tide with a 2-1 victory over die Czech Re 
public. 

Federation Cup 

SPAIN won their third straight Federation 
Cup as Conchita Martinez defeated Mary 
Joe Fernandez in two straight sets. 

Davis Cup 

PETE Sampras led the US team to the 
Davis Cup tide. USA defeated Russia in 
the finals held in Moscow. 

National Grasscourt Championship 
NIRUPAMA Vaidyanathan won the 
women's stifles tide for the fourth time 
in a row in the National Grasscourt Ten¬ 
nis championship hdd atNew Ddlu, beat¬ 
ing Manisha Malhotra. 

Mahesh Bhupathi won the men's-fi- 


nal, beating Sriiuith. 

VOLLEYBALL 
World Cup Men'sTidc 
TWO-time world champions Italy de¬ 
feated USA to win the World Cup Vol¬ 
leyball Title held in Tokyo. Italy se¬ 
cured a place for the Atlanta Olym¬ 
pics, scoring their tenth straight win 
in the 12-team round-robin tourna¬ 
ment. 

44th Senior National Champioiuhip 
RAILWAYS achieved a grand double, 
taking both the men's and women's tides 
in the 44th Senior National Volleyball 
Championship, held in Jammu. 

In the men's final Railways de¬ 
throned five-time champions Tamil 
Nadu, 3-1, to lift the M.M. Joseph Me¬ 
morial Trophy. The women spikers 
thrashed Kerala 3-0 to retain the K. 
Sivasubramania Memorial Rolling Tro¬ 
phy. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

Wadd Championships 
INDIA'S Karnam Malleswari set a new 
world record in jerk-lifting and won 3 
gold medals in the women's 54 kg class 
in the World Weightlifting Champion¬ 
ships held in China. 

Greece, Turkey, Russia and Chma 
dominated the cha^ionships. 

National Championships 
RAILWAYS asserted their supremacy 
and lifted the Burdwan Challenge 
Shield retaining the men's team cham¬ 
pionship in the 48th National 
Weightlifting Championships held at 
Thrissur. 

Police Sports Control Board 
(PSCB) got the.P.K. Sengupta Trophy 
for the women's team championship 
with 8 gold, 12 silver and 6 bronze 
medals. West Bengal finished third. 

Tamil Nadu with a tally of 122 
points claimed the inter-State team 
title for the Kuppuswamy Naidu tro¬ 
phy while Andhra Pradesh were the 
runners up. 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 

Uttar Pradesh Subordinate Selection Board Exam held on 19th May, 1996 


NOTE : Read each quation carefully and darken the corre¬ 
sponding circle of the correct answer with H.B. pencil on the 
Answer Sheet. 

DirecHons: In Questions 1 to 5, two sets of figures marked 
Problem Figures and Anstver Figures are given. Which one of the 
Answer Figures un'll fill in the blank space in the Problem Figures. 

1. Problem Figures 


o 

A 

© 

1 

Ai 

4 

(A) 

Pre 

nswer Fi] 

A 

(B) 

iblem Fi| 

;urcs 

O 

(Q 

pares 

in 

(D) 



w. 


An 

Y 

(A) 

P« 

swer Fig 

(B) 

iblem Fi( 

ures 

W 

X 

(C) 

^es 

(D) 

m 

m 

S 


Answer Figures 

m 

1^ 

B 

■1 


(A) (B) (Q (D) 


4. Problem Figures 




m 


A 

(A) 

Pr 

nswer FI 

(B) 

oblem Fi 

;ures 

tr — ^ 

*—»* 

(C) 

gures 

Iffll 

(D) 

w 

V 

\4J 

' f 

1 f 

$ 

1 1 

Ai 

11 

nswer Fi 

pires 

’ * 

' f 

m 


^ \ I » 11 * I I » 
(A) (B) (C) (D) 


6. If MOHAN is coded' as 56237 and UMA is coded as 
853, how can HANUMAN be coded? 

(a) 2758373 (6) 2378537 

(c) 2852337 (d) 77835» 

Otrections: (Q. 7 to 10) In each of the following questions, a 
part of the given problem figure is missing. From the given alterna¬ 
tives, select the one whkh properly complete the pattern in the 
problem figure. 

7. Problem 



Answer Figure 
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8, Pnrt)lem Figure 



Answer Figures 


(A) <•> <®> <01 1 


9. PmbJem Figure 





□ 


Answer Figures 



Answer Figures 








m 


Directions: (Q. 11-12) In these qxtesHora a figure is giwn. 
From the given alternatives, select the one in which the given figure 
is embedded. 




13. Arrange the following words in the sequence in 
which they occur in the dictionary. 

1. Select 2. Seldom 3. Serul 
4. Selhsh 5. SeOer 

(a) 2,1,5,4,3 (11)2,1,4,5,3 

(c) 2,5,4,1,3 (11)1,2,4,5,3 

14. Arrange the following items from general toparticu- 
hm 

1. Sentence 2. Word 3. Chapter 


4. Phrase 5. Paragraph 

(a) 4,3,1,2,5 (8)2,3,5,4,1 

(c) 3,5,1,4,2 (d) 1,3,2,4,5 

15. In which figure the specified components of the key 
figure are found? 

K*y 
Hgiae 



(A) (B) (C) (D) 



16. Number of letters skipped in between adjacent let¬ 
ters in the series is 2. Which of the following series observes 
this rule. 

(a) SV^GJN (8) QSVYZCF 

(c) ZCGKMPR (d) MPSVYBE 

17. Number of letters skipped in between adjacent let¬ 
ters in the series decrease by 1. Which of the following series 
is observing the rule? 

(a) BGKNPR (8) LQUXAP 

(c) CINRTU (d) EJNQST 

18. Three of the following four are alike in a certain way 
and so form a group. Which is the one that does not belong 
to diat group? 

(a) Pen (8) Calculator (c) Pencil (d) Ink 

19. Which letter will be the sixth to the right of the 
eleventh letter from the right end of the following alphabet? 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
(a) K (8) V (c) J (d) U 

20. Pointing to a boy in the photograph Madhu said, 
"His sister is the only daughter of my fatlrer". How is the boy 
related to Madhu's nther? 

,(a) Father (8) Brother 

(c) Son (d) Cousin 

21. In a certain code FICTinOUS is written as IFTC- 
TIOISU. How is POSTPONE written in that code? 

(a) OPSTOPEN (8) PSOPTNOE 

(c) POTSCa»EN (d) OPTSOPEN 

22. Three erf the foUowi^ four are alike in a cntain way 
and so form a group. Whidi is die one that does not belong 
tothatgioiqi? 
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(a) Wheat (») Paddy 

(c) ]owar (d) Mustard 

23. Paddy is related to Field in the same way as steel is 
related to; 

(a) Factory (b) lion (c) Ore (d) Mine 

24. Facing towards South Pramod walked 50 metres. He 
then turned to his rig^t and walked 30 metres. He again 
turned right and walked 50 metres. How far was he horn his 
original position and towards which direction? 

(a) 20 metres East (b) 30 metres South 

(c) 20 metres North (d) 30 metres West 

25. 'Cricket' is related to 'Bat' in the same way 'Hocke)^ 

is related to... 

(a) Ball (b) Field (c) Player (d) Stick 

26. In a certain code language 'pul ta nop' means 'fruit 
is good', 'nop ko tir' means 'tree is tali' and 'pul ho sop' 
means 'eat good food'. Which of the following means 'fruiF 
in that language? 

(a) pul (p) ta 

(c) nop (d) Data inadequate 

27. How many 3's are there in the following number 
sequence which are immediately preceded by 6 but not im- 
m^iately followed by 7? 

2374356374638963518372428639 
(fl) One (6) Two (c) Three (d) Four 

28. 'Bird' is related to 'Wing' in the same way as 'Fish' is 
related to... 

(a) Water (b) Gill (r) Fin (d) Tail 

29. Kapil ranked thirteenth from the top and twenty- 
sixth from the bottom among those who have passed in the 
annual examination in a class. If six students have failed in 
the annual examination, what was the total number of stu¬ 
dents in that class? 

(a) 45 (b) 38 (c) 44 (d) 50 

30. If'+' means , 'x' means'+' means 'x' and 
means'+', what will be the value of the following expression? 

94.3 + 4-8x2 = ? 

(a) -6^ (b) 6| (c) -l| (d) 18 

Directions : (Q. 31 to 35) Read the fbliomng injbrmatiott 
carefully and answer the questions given below; 

(0 There is a family of six persons P, Q, R, S, T and U. 
They are Engineer, Etoctor, Teacher, &lesman, 
Maiuiger and Law]rer. 

(ii) There are two nuirried couples in the family. 

(in) The Manager is grandfather of U who is an Engi¬ 
neer. 

(re) R, the Salesman is married to dte lady teacher. 

(n) The Doctor S is married to the Manager. 

(ni) Q is the mother of U and T. 

31. How many male members are dtere in the family? 

(a) Two (b) Three 

(c) Four (d) Data.inadequate 

32. How P is related to T? 


(a) Grandmother (b) Father 
(c) Uncle (d) Grandfather 

33. Which of the following is the profession of P? 

(a) Manager (b) Salesman 

(c) Doctor (d) Teacher 

34. Which of the following is the pair of cotq>les in the 
family? 

(a) Pans (b) PR,QS 

(c) PS, QR (d) Cannot be determined 

35. Which of the following is the Profession of T? 

(a) Manager (b) Salesman 

(c) Doctor (d) Lawyer 

36. In a certain code language '743' means 'mangoes are 
good'; '657' means 'eat good food'; and '934' means 'mangoes 
are ripe'; which digit means 'ripe' in that language? 

(a) 9 (b) 4 .(c) 5 (d) 7 

Directions: Study the symbols below and answer Questum^ 
37 to 41. 

A means is greater than 
% means is lesser than 
□ means is equal to 
= means is not equal to 
+ means is a little more than 
X means is a little less than 

37. If a X b and b □ c then 

(a) c □ a (b) a + c 

(c) b A c • (d) c + a 

38. If c%-b andb xa, then 

(a) cAa (b) bQc 

(c) cQa (d) aAc 

39. If c = a and a = b, then 

(a) b = a (b) cQa 

(c) bAa (d) can't say 

40. If a A b and b + c, then 

(a) c%a (b) c + a 

(c) a % c (d) can't say 

41. If ac + be, then 

(a) bxa (b) cAb 

(c) bAc (d) aQc 

Directions: Study the three dijfertmt positions of a cube given 
below and anawer Questions 42 to 44: 



Fio-I R 9-2 Ro-3 


42. Which number occurs on the face opposite to 2? 

(«) 1 (b) 4 , (c) 5 ; 

(d) Can't be determined 

43. Thenumber on the bottom face of Fig. 1 is 

(a) 1 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) None of these 
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44. The number on the face opposite to 6 is; 

(«) 1 (b) 5 (c) 4 

(d) Can't be determined 

45. In the figures below, the question mark can be re¬ 
placed by: 



729 169 


(a) 42 (b) 62 (c) 82 (d) 32 

46. What is the missing number in the series: 

289,196,256,169, ? 

(e) 324 (b) 225 (c) 256 (d) 144 

47. A group of 1,200 persons consisting of captains and 
soldiers is travelling in a train. For every 15 soldiers there is 
one captain. The number of captains in the group is: 

(a) 75 (b) 80 (c) 85 (d) 70* 

Directtons; In Questions 48 to 50, one cf the four figures is 
NCyr like the others. Identify that figure: 

48. 



(A) (B) (Q P) 



(A) (B) (Q (P) 



(A) (10 <Q (D> 


_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (b) Jiist as the circle has an added smaller circle in the 

same way, the triangle has a smaller triai^le in it. 

2. (d) Just as A has been replaced by C, W ought to be 

replaced by Y. The figure would remain the same. 

3. (d) Circle has converted itself into a square, the number 

of lines inside the figure remains the same. In the 
same way the double circle would get converted 
into double squares. 

4. (d) Mark how the arrows change direction. 

5. (c) Compare the first two figures and apply the same 

rule to die second set. 

6. (b) 7. (d) 8. (a) 9. (c) 

10. (d) 11. (a) 12. (c) 13. (t) 

14. (c) 15. (d) 16. (d) 17. (d) 


18. (b) All the others come under the category of writing 

material. 

19. (b) 20. (b) 

21. (d) Letters interchange position in pairs of two. 

22. (d) All the others are food-grains while this one is an 

oil-seed. 

23. (d) One is obtained from the other. 



25. (d) One is a wocxlen implement necessary for playing 

the game. 

26. (b) 27. (c) 28. (c) 29. (c) 

30. (d) 9 + 3x4 +8- 2 = 18(BODMAS) 

31 to 35 



31. (d) 32 (d) 33. (a) 34. (c) 

35. (d) 36. (a) 

37. (d) 

B 0 B 


38. (d) 


39. id) 

40. (a) 


41. (a) 


bH □ 


Be 

I “I 


42. (c) 43. (a) 44. (c) 

45. (a) 



27 * 13 * 


46. (b) There are two series 13^; 15? 

47. (b) 

48. (d) There is no circle inside the figure. 

49. (d) Themainfigtueisdifierent.Thesidesarenotcurved. 

50. (c) All the other figures have been constructed with five 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out: 


1. (fl) gharal 

(b) pop 

(c) bhajan 

(d) kathak 

(<’) jazz 


2. (fl) barometer 

(b) thermometer (c) seismograph 

(d) milometer 

(f) perimeter 


3. (fl) deck 

(b) quay 

(c) stem 

(d) bow 

(<’) mast 


4. (fl) pine 

(b) elm 

(r) oak 

(d) willow 

(c) bough 


5. (fl) iron 

(b) cement 

(c) storw 

(d) silver 

(r) copper 


6. (fl) huge 

(b) small 

(c) tall 

(d) thin 

(<•) sharp 


7 (fl) tongs 

(b) hand 

(c) era Hi¬ 

(d) scissors 

(c) pincers 


8. (fl) Duryodhan (b) Meghnad 

ll) Shakuni 


(d) Kama (e) Abhimanyu 
Qs. 9-16. Each question below has a pair of words with 
a definite relationship between them. Your task is to find out 
from (a), {b), (i) and (d) the pair with similar relationship. 

9. light i.larkne.ss. 

(«) sanity madness (h) anger; friend.ship 

(c) education ; illiteracy (d) medicine . patient 

10 badminton; cciiirl 

{a) cricket ■ bat (b) fcxitball goal 

(f) skating : rink (d) hixrkt'y stick 

11. modem ; ancient. 

(it) dull:)ovial (/>) history : geography 

(c) love : adoration (d) new : latest 

12. appointment: ability. 

(a) transfer: punishment ((') busines.s • money 
(r) promotion : merit (d) .sale: salcsman.ship 

13. failure. depression. 

(fl) hardwork : success (b) sleep : dream 

(c) drought: famine (d) fitness: health 

14. glass: cup. 

(a) tea • drink (b) biHik; syllabus 

(c) game : cricket (d) fox: beat 

15. sugar; sugar-cane. 

(fl) scale: measurement (b) boat: wikkI 
(c) furniture: comfort (d) chain: link 

16. skin: flesh. 

(a) envelope: letter (b) bone: skull 

(c) eye-brow : eyes (d) moustache . beard 

Q«. 17-2Z Match the items in the following questions 
with (fl); (b), (c), (d), (c) and (/) on the basis of similar relation¬ 
ship among items. The o^er of the items may not be the 
same. 

17. kingdom : prince: king. 

(fl) laugh: smile: grin 

18. curds: blitter: cheese. 

(b) bus: train: transportation. 

19. crack: break : smash. 

(c) brain: thoughts : skull. 

20. America : films : Hollywiwd. 

(d) lion : forest; cub. 

21. club: cinema: entertainment. 


(c) students: schtxil: college. 

22. river : water : lake. 

(f) shoes: belt: purse. 

Qs. 23-27. Each question below has a series of numhets. 
You have to find out the missing number in the series. 

2.3. 31; 32; 33; 37; 45; 



(fl) 52 

(l>) 54 

(c) 57 


(d) 59 

(c) None of these 


24. 

7; 15; 32; 67;.?. 




(fl) 99 

(b) 107 

(c) 119 


(d) 138 

(f) None of these 


25 

6; 8; 12; 16; 18; .1 

k 



(fl) 20 

'(b) 24 

(c) 22 


(d) 2 

(c) None of these 


26 

11; 14; 18; 2.3;.?. 




(fl) 29 

(b) 28 

(c) 31 


(d) 27 

(f) None of these 


27. 

9, 12; 21; 33;.?. 




(fl) 43 

(b) 47 

(c) 51 


(d) 52 

(c) None of these 



Find out the next set of letters in the following ques¬ 
tions: 

28 ACF;G1L;MOR;... 

(fl) KUX (b) RTW (c) SVY 

(d) SUX (c) None of these 

29 XVZ, USW; RPT; ... 

(fl) ONR (fi) PMQ (c) OMQ 

(d)-PNR (V) None of these 

30. HDHG;jlML;ONRQ;... 

(fl) STWV (b) UTXW (c) TSWV 

(d) UTW (<•) None of these 

31. GWK;JVNi;MUO;... 

(n) PTQ (b) OSR (c) OTR 

(d) PTR (e) None of tht^* 

Qs. 32-36. Words given in the following questions are 
written in coded form as well, each small letter representing 
one letter from the word. Your task is to find out the right 
rode for letters enclosed in box: 

32. B 1 C K 


(fl) g 

(b) z 

(c) u 

(d) 

d 

(<■) 

m 

33. S 

N A 

^ ra 


' 



(fl) j 

(b) V 

(c) X 

id) 

m 

(r) 

w 

34 

N I 

F F. 





W) m 

(b) / 

(c) h 

(d) 

j 

(f) 

y 

.35, F 

(fl) V 

L O 
(b) y 

C K 
W g 

id) 

z 

(<') 

q 

36. s rri O 

R E 





(fl) P 

(b) q 

(c) h 

(rf) 

X 

(‘0 

d 


Answer questions 37 to 40 on the basis of information 
given below: 

Four youngmen, Manohar, l.axman, Sati-sh and Praveen 
live in Nagpur, Bhopal, Poona and Agra and are businessman, 
chartered accountant, engineer and doctor by profession. 

Manohar does not live in Pcxina or Agra nor he is a 
businessman 
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Laxman does not stay at Bhopal. 

The businessman lives in Agra. 

Satish does not stay at Nagpur. 

The doctor lives in Poona. 

Satish and Praveen are not businessmen or chartered 
accountants and they do not live at Bhopal. 

37. What is Laxman? 

(a) businessman (b) doctor (c) C.A. 

(d) engineer (e) cannot be established 

38. Who among the four is an engineer? 

(«) Manohar (b) l.axman (c) Satish 

(d) Praveen (e) Cannot be established 

39. Which of the following statements is correct? 

(a) Satish is an engineer. 

(b) Praveen is neither doctor nor stays at Nagpur. 

(c) The CA is appointed at Bhopal. 

(d) Manohar is neither doctor nor C.A. 

(e) All are airrect. ■ 

40. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

(fl) Laxman lives at Nagpur 

(b) The businessman stays at Pcxirui. 

(c) Praveen, the engineer stays at Agra. 

(d) Manohar is neither engineer nor C.A. 

(e) All are inaxrect. 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each qtieshon below an‘ gioen two atatenKuts followed by 
four concbisioits numbered 1,11, III and IV. You have to fake every- 
thing given m the statements to be true although it may seem at 
variance with commonly accepted facts. Then decide which of the 
conclusions follow from the statements. Tick mark the right answer 
from (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e). 

Statements: 

41. 1. All goats are cows. 

2. Some cows are yaks. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some yaks are goats. 

II. All cows are goats. 

III. Some yaks a re not cows. 

IV. All goats are yaks. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Either 111 or IV follows, (d) Only III follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Some books are papers. 

2. Some papers are magazines. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some books are magazines. 

II. Some magazines are not papers. 

III. No book is a magazine. 

IV. All magazines are papers. 

(fl) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(c) Either I or III follow. (d) Only III and IV follow. 

(e) Either II or III follow. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All birds are snakes. 

2. All snakes are tigers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Ail snakes are birds. 

II. All tigers are birds. 

III. All birds are tigers. 

IV. Some birds are not tigers. 


(fl) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only 11 and ni follow. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Either III or IV follows. 

(e) Only II and IV follow. 

Statements: 

' 44. 1. Some water-falls are rivers. 

2. All rivers are lakes. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some water-falls are lakes. 

II. Some lakes are rivers. 

III. Some water-falls are not rivers. 

IV. Some water-falls are not lakes. 

(fl) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and HI follow. 

(c) Only III and IV follow, (d) Only I and III follow. 

(c) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

4.'>. 1. Some shoes are gloves. 

2. All jackets are gloves. 

Conclusions- 

1. Some gloves are not shoes. 

II. No glove is a shw as well as jacket. 

III. All gloves are jackets. 

IV. Some gloves are shoes as well as jackets. 

(fl) Only 1 and ill follow. (b) Only 1 follows. 

(c) Only 11 and HI follow. (d) Either II or IV follows. 

(f) Either I or HI follows 
Statements: 

46. 1. Most of the flying objects are heavy. 

2. Some of the heavy t)bjects are green. 

Conclusions 

1. All green objects ran fly. 

II. All the flying objects are green. 

HI Light objects are not green. 

IV. Some of the flying objects are not heavy. 

(fl) Only 1 follows (b) Only II and HI follow. 

(c) Only III and IV follow, (d) Only IV follows. 

(f) None follows. 

Statements: 

dtl. 1. All flowers are buds. 

2. All leaves are buds. 

Conclusions: 

1. Eveiy bud is either flower or leaf, 

11. Some buds are flowers as well as leaves. 

HI. Some leaves are not buds. 

IV. No bud is leaf as well as flower. 

(fl) Only HI and IV follow, (b) Either 11 or IV follows, 

(c) Either I or HI follows. (d) None follows. 

(V) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Elephants are heavier than cows but lighter than 
donkeys. 

2. Binds are heavier than apes but lighter than cows. 
Conclusions: 

I. Ajses are lighter than cows. 

II. Cows are lignter than donkeys. 

III. Birds are lighter than elephants. 

IV. Apes are the lightest. 

(fl) Only I, II and HI follow. 

(b) Only II, III and IV follow. 

(c) Only I and IV follow. (d) Only II and IV follow, 
(e) All the four follow. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered 1, U and HI. An assumption is something 
supposed, assumed or taken for granted. You have to consider the 
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stalemmland titeassumptiotjsand then decide which cf the assump- 
lions are implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers 
from (a), (b), (c), {d) and (e) is correct. 

Statement: 

49. In these days of instant communication, people do 
not have time or patience to write letters. 

Assumptions: 

I. In olden da)^, you could not contact people 
living in other cities as easily as you can do now. 

II. Writing letters is a waste of time. 

III. Contacting person.s on telephone is less time 
consuming than writing letters. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(h) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) Only I and II are implicit. 

(d) Only I and 111 are implicit, (r) All are implicit. 
Statement: 

50. China's nuclear tests have been condemned by 
Australia and Japan. 

Assumptions 

I. Other nations a re not bothered about lhe.se tests. 

II. Australia and Japan do not possess any nuclear 
weapons. 

III. Australia and Japan are not on friendly terms 
with China. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only Illis implicit. (d) Either II or III is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit 
Statement. 

51. The UF (United FrontJ's minimum programme has 
promised to give greater autonomy to the State> in determin¬ 
ing their priorities in developmental programme 
Assumptions' 

I. The Centre will have no say in the developmen¬ 
tal programme of States. 

II. Prior to this announa'ment, all the development 
programmes of States were formed by the 
Central Government. 

III. Slates may like to give different weightage to 
their developmental programmes according to 
local requirements. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only I and Ill are implicit, (d) (>ily III is implicit. 
(e) Either 1 or 11 is implicit. 

Statement: 

52. Acairding to a report, heaps of unattended files are 
lying in the Prime Minister's and other Ministers' offiavi 
where only those files moved in which the Ministers had a 
vested interest'. 

Assumptions: 

I. Lack of administrahve elficienc>' and indecisive¬ 
ness have delayed the work. 

II. The Ministers are rather prompt with matters 
relating to their personal interest. 

Ilf. The Ministers were too busy to at.’end to filra. 
(<») Only I and II are implicit. {b) Only !II is inaplicit. 
(c) Eitl4r II or HI are implicit, (d) All arc implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

I Statement: 

53. The officials of Medical and Health Department of a 
State are busy in contradicting the rraorts that measles has 
assumed alarming proportions in the State and has taken toll 
of 75 kids. 


Assumptions: 

I. The nmorts are rurt reliable. 

II. The ofriciab of Medical and Health Department 
are more interested in suppressing tlw reports 
than combating the deadly disease. 

III. No cases of measles have been reported from 
other States. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Either I or II is implicit, 

(f) Either II or HI is implicit, (d) Only III is implicit. 

(r) All are implicit. 

Statement: ■ '' 

54. Only 6 per cent of MPs in France are women aim- 
pared to 9 per cent in Britain and 41 per cent in Sweden. 
Assumptions: 

I. The French and English women are politically 
less alert than Swedish women. 

II. Sweden has a fixed quota of 41 per cent for 
women candidates. 

III. Men politicians are more popular and moie effi¬ 
cient than women politicians in France und 
Britain. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only 111 is implicit. 

(d) Only I and II are implicit. (cl None is implicit. 
Statement: 

55. If communal riots are examined and analysed, it 
would be found that at the root of each incident are persons 
with criminal background. 

As.sumptions: 

1. Common folks are-basically peace-loving. 

II. No one has ever cared to analyse the cause of 
communal riots. 

HI. The miscreants are ever ready to play their 
- nefarious game and take advantage. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only 1(1 is implicit. 

(d) Only I and III are implicit. 

(c) Either I or ill is implicit. 

Statement' 

.56. Remaias of four Buddha Vihars dating back to the 
Ninth Century A.D. were unearthed in a district of West Ben¬ 
gal by the Archaeological Department. 

Assumptions: 

I. Only the Archaeological Department is 
authorised to search and dig old civilizations 
and monuments. 

II. Lord Buddha lived in Ninth Century A.D. 

III. Lord Buddha spent a good period of his life in 
West Bengal. 

((.'! Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit, 

(t; Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only II and III are implicit. (t) None is implicit. 
Gizien below is a passage, and at the end of the passage some 

inferences have been draum on the basis of the facts staled m the 
fmssage. hAark your answers: 

[a) if the inference is definitely true. 

{b) if it is pmbably true. 

(c) if it is doubtful as the data is inadequate. 

(d) if the inference is probably false. 

(c) if it is definitely false. 

Note: Yauranstvers should only be in the light of the informa¬ 
tion ^ven in the passage. 

The world today suffers not only from a lack of rugged 
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convictions but also from our timidity in expressing those 
convictions we do l\ave, the unwill ingness hi speak out public¬ 
ly against the evils we lament privately ts one which every 
human being must apply to himself. Our motto hx> often 
seems to be, "Stay aloof. Don't get involved. Let somebody 
else stick his neck out." In the face of all kinds of conditions 
screaming to be rectified, tixi many of us hnd ourselves af¬ 
flicted with moral laryngitis. One often wonders what has 
become of the great voices who fearlessly assailed national 
evils, denounced the immorality and corruption of higher 
ciicles, often at the co.st of thor heads. They stormed against 
the evils of their day. On the other hand we need to ask 
ourselves whether we as individuals are displaying moral 
courage equal to the crying needs of home and neighbour¬ 
hood, where our influence counts most! Our world needs 
turning up.side down. Fven a small minority can do it, but it 
takes faith and courage. 

57. The writer advises us to stay akxif from happenings 
around. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (c) □ 

58. All the great leaders, who raiscxl their voice against 
evil of their day were beheaded by the rulers. 

(a) U (M □ (c) \J (d) □ (c) □ 

59. People in general do not raise their, voice against the 
existing evils. 

(a) L» (1>) 'J (c) □ (d) LI {(•} □ 

60. I,aryngitis is a contagious disea.se 

(fl) U (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

61. If we have the courage to raise our voice against the 
present evils, we shall bring the desired change 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (f) J 

62. The present system needs a change. 

(fl) U (/») J (c) LI (d) LI (r) cJ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (d) It IS the only dance form among forms of music. 

2. (c) All the others are instruments for measuring some¬ 

thing or the other. 

3. (b) All the others are parts of a ship. 

4. (c) All the others are names of the trees. 

5. (fi) AH the others are dug out from the earth or moun¬ 

tains. 

6. (c) All the others are related to dimensions. 

7. (d) Scissors are for cutting while all the others help in 

lifting something. 

8. (b) It IS the only 'Ramadan' character among the charac 

lers from the Mahabliarat. 

9. (c ) One ends the other. 

10. (c) One is played on the otlicr. 

11 (fl) The words are opposite in meaning. 

12. (c) One depends upon the other. 

13. (ci The Items have cause and effect relationship. 

14. (a) Both the items belong to the same general category, 

i.e„ crixrkery and wild animals. 

15. (b) One is made from the other. 

16. (it) The words have the outer-cover and inner material 

rclation.ship. 

17. (d) The relationship is that of father, .son and their place of 

dwelling. 

18. (f) They are made from the same material, milk and 

leather. 

19. (a) They have the relation of degree. 

20. (c) One is inside the other and the third item IS born there 

or made there. 

21 (b) Two of the items are for the cause of the third one. 


22. (c) Twoofthcitem^arenree^rytofillinthethirdone. 

23. lb) &i on adding 1“; 1 , 2 , 2 ; 3^ ... to numbers. 

24. (d) The series is number x 2 1; number x 2 + 2; 

n X 2 -r 3... 

25. (b) There are two series, 6,12,18... and 8; 16; 24... 

26. (a) Go on adding 3; 4; 5; 6 ... to numbers. 

27. (c) The number ourfit lobe .54 as every number is the total 

of ils IwM pweeding numbers. 

28. (d) The next set starts with the next letter of the last letter 

of preceding .set and the gap among the letters is that 
of one and two. 

2^*. (c) The next si.*t .starts with the preceding letter of the set 
and has the arrangement of 3; 1; 5. 

30. (c) -The letters have a definite arrangement, skipping one 

letter in each set. 

31. (fl) The first letters of each set have a gap of two, G.. J.. M 

.. P, the .si'cond letter is in reverse liraci, W, V, Li, T and 
the third has a gap of one, K.M.G.Q. 

For the next -id of quivlions, .surf out conimon letters 

from luordsana malcli them with common code letters 
'32 (d) .33. (/>) 34 (b) 35. (r) 36. (a) 

37. (n) 38. (d) 3«-J. (c) 40 (c) 

The best way to soloe the next set oj questions is by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situalious and Ihen reach the liHil-froof 
conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle nrespeclioe ol its 
size. Caoeii belnu’ are some of the examples 


41 (•) 
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49. (d) 
54. (c) 
59. (a) 


50. (c) 
55. (d) 
60. (c) 


51. id) 
56. (e) 
61. (b) 


52. ia) 
57. (e) 
62. (a) 


53. (b) 
58. (d) 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

CD: Conference on Disarmament 
CMP- Common Minimum 
Progranune 

CTBT: Comprehensive lest Ban Treaty 

AWARDS 

fawaharlal Nehru Award for 
International Understanding 

RIME Minister of Malaysia, Dr | 
Mahathir-bm-Mohammad, has been i 
selected for the Jawaharlal Nehru Award 
for International Understanding for 1W, 
for his outstanding contribution to build¬ 
ing closer cooperation among developing 
countries. The award carries a citation, a 
trophy and Rs 15 lakh in cash. 

BOOKS 
Jackie and Jackie 

RITTPN by Gore Vidal, the biogra- | 
phy of Jacqueline Kennedy tilled, J 
'lackie and jackic Portrait of an American | 
Marriage' says that the American First i 
l.adv had an atfair with actor William i 
Holden in 1955 to get back at her husband ■ 
John Kennedy tor his various romances, | 
including those with actresses Audrey i 
Hepburn and Sophia Lauren. The book | 
also says that she had a romance with 1 
Defence Department official Roswell ; 
Gilpatric. 

CYBERSPACE 
SEBl plans home pages 

S EBI will scran provide Netsurfers across 
the world a home page of its own, the 
SEBl Home Page. It will use the net to 
"talk" to investors, companies and the 
world at large. 

To be online in three months, SEBI's 
page aims to bundle all its regulations 
backed up with regular updates. At first 
SEBI's 'Con^lete Compendium of Guide¬ 
lines' will be available on line. The home 
page will provide ready to reckon infew- 


mation to foreign institutional and domes¬ 
tic investors and will also act as a bulletin 
board. 

The page will assist FUs and domes¬ 
tic capital market intermediaries in pro¬ 
viding information concerning regulations 
I and the n^gulatory body in the privacy of 
I their offices ft will also cut down visits to ' 
SF.Bl's publications department. 

In addition to guidelines, SEBl will 
also put out data relating to changes and 
events in the capital markets, such as in- | 
formation on FIl incestments, stock mar- i 
ket data and so on. i 

j 

i DEFENCE ! 

i Indigenous transport aircraft planned 

I NDIA IS planning a pni)pct to design a 
woild-class medium transport aircraft 
for military requirements. Three different i 
versions will be developed with the same j 
wing si?e. The first will be a cargertrans- j 
port with a payload of 13 5 tonnes, the j 
second a passenger aircraft with a capac- 1 
ity of 120 and the third a multirole trans- ; 
port aircraft, which would carry up to 10 j 
tonnes of cargo and 80 passengers. 

The project has been conceived by the 
Aeronautical Developmental Agency 
(ADA) engaged in the design of the Light 
Combat Aircraft (I .CA) and has been de¬ 
bated in various fora of the Defence Re¬ 
search and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) 

'I he pa>)cct is conceived ro meet fu- | 
turo requirements of Indian hsces These 
include computer simulations, wind tun¬ 
nel studies and mathematical modelling. 

Later, a passenger version of the air¬ 
craft would also be designed with some 
modifications, which could replace the 
Boeing-757 aircraft of Indian passenger 
fleet. The total estimated outlay for the 
project is Rs 3,000 crore. 

The aircraft will have a maximum 
take-off weight of 48.25 tonnes and could 




fly with the full payload up to 3,000 km at 
a stretch. It would have a cruise spe^d of 
about three-fourth the speed of sound. It 
will be equipped with a version of the fly¬ 
by-wire flight control system. 

Another advanced feature of the air¬ 
craft is that the high speed global posi¬ 
tioning system being developed by the 
Centre for Airborne Systems (CABS) will 
be employed for precision landing and 
navigation. Besides, the wing would be 
designed as acroelastic. 

PERSONS 

Deoras, Madhukar Dattatreya 
(Balasaheb) 

B ALASAHEB Deoras, who died onjune 
17,1996 at the age of 81, was the RSS 
chief for 21 years (1973-94). Hew'as against 
untouchability, declaring in 1974, "If un- 
touchability is not wrong, nothing in the 
world is wrong" He was the first to an¬ 
nounce a successor while he was alive, 
giving up the RSS tradition of the 'w'ill' 
being made public posthumously. 

Under the leadership of Balasaheb 
Deoras, the Rashtriya Swayamsewak 
Sangh (RSS) came out of its apolitical 
shackles and became a formidable force 
with distinctive stands on various politi¬ 
cal issues. 


Iyengar, B.ICS. 

Y oga expert B.K.S. Iyengar, 78, 
popularises yoga through his 175 cen¬ 
tres in various countries, and can-boast of 
students such as Yehudi Menuhin, J 
Krishnamurtliy and Jayaprakash Narayan. 
Iyengar made yogasanas easier by using 
brick pillows and wooden structures that 
made his yoga distinctive, called Iyengar 
yoga. He mixes spirituality with physical 
asanas, which makes him different from 
other yoga experts. Asanas, according to 
him, arc hot just physical but psychoHspiri- 
tual. Iyengar yoga is today taught all over 
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the world. His book, "Light on Yo^" has 
been translated into 17 languages and 
considered to be the best book on yoga. 

Mahathir- bin-Mohammad 

D r Mahathir-bin-Muhammad, who 
has been selected for the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Award for International Under¬ 
standing for 1994, has pursued the objec¬ 
tives of equity and justice, speaking out 
for poorer nations in world fora. He was 
instrumental in setting up of the South 
Commission and the South Centre and the 
formation of the G-15. 

Born on December 20, 1925, Dr 
Mahathir became Prime Minister of Ma¬ 
laysia on July 16,1981. He studied to be¬ 
come a doctor and displayed a 
commitment to the elimination of poverty 
among the rural poor. During his tim^e, 
Malaysia went towards greater prosperity 
with a harmonious multi-racial society. 


Reddy, Neelam Sanjeeva 

F ormer President Neelam Sanjeeva 
Reddy, who died in Bangalore on June 
1,1996, was one of the most illustrious 
leaders of the country. Bom on May 19, 
1913, he became member of the Madras 
Assembly in 1946 and the Constituent 
Assembly in 1947. He was elected Con¬ 
gress President in 1960 and in 1962 be¬ 
came the Chief Minister of his home State, 
Andhra Pradesh. He was Union minister 
twice. In 1969 he turned to farming but in 
1975 he was drawn by Jayaprakash 
Narayan and returned to active politics. 


PLACES 

Mirzapur—A Town of Carpets 

iAPUR, situated on the banks of 
lie Ganges within the orbits of the 
holy city of Varanasi, is today a bustling 
centre of a $ 650 million carpet trade, ac¬ 
counting for 90 per cent of India's exports. 

The exotic carpets of Mirzapur find 
buyers from Germany, Australia, Japan, 
France, Swedrai, US and the UK, who come 
to strike a deal with the 300-odd exporters 
here and in adjoining Bhadohi, the nucleus 
of the carpet export trade. 

Once renowned as a centre for cotton 
trade during the British regime, the 
township's 1.75 lakh population inherited 


the skill and craftsmanship from the En¬ 
glish peasantry, who evinced interest in 
weaving and carpet making as early as 
1856. 

PROJECTS 

CFCs substitute being prepared 

T he Indian Institute of Chemical Tech¬ 
nology (IICT) in Hyderabad is setting 
up a pilot plant to produce "Hydrofluoro 
Carbons-134A" (HFC-134A), a substitute 
for Chloro Fluoro Carbons (CFCs) which 
cause depletion of the Ozone layer. 

Tlie institute developed HFC-134A on 
laboratory scale following refusal by CFCs- 
producing countries to transfer the tech¬ 
nology to India. The Montreal protocol has 
set 2010 AD as the deadline for India to 
phase out CFCs which are used in refrig¬ 
erators, airconditioners, solvent chemicals 
of electronic materials and aerosok. 

The HFC is off patent and, therefore, 
does not fall under the Intellectual Prop¬ 
erty Rights (IPR). The pilot plant for pro¬ 
ducing MFCs, which was based on the lab 
scale technology, is expected to be com¬ 
pleted next year. The cost is being borne 
by the Department of Science and Tech¬ 
nology and two pharmaceutical compa¬ 
nies, besides ILCT. 

The technology developed at the pi¬ 
lot would form the basis for esteblishing 
a commercial plant with a capacity to pro¬ 
duce 5,000 tonnes of HFCs annually, wluch 
would be enough not only to meet the 
country's needs but to compete in the in¬ 
ternational market. 


Jegurupadu Power Project 

T he 235-MW Jegurupadu power 
project, being developed by GVK In¬ 
dustries in Andhra Pradesh, has started 
supplying power to the State grid, mak¬ 
ing it the first fast track project in the coun¬ 
try to do so. 

By the end of the year the project is 
expected to supply an estimated 150 MW 
to the State grid. 


RESEARCH 

First heart-4hrink surgery performed 

T he Asia-Pacific region's first heart- 
shrink surgery was successfully per¬ 
formed at rtte Escorts Heart Institute 


and Research Centre in New Delhi on 
June 1,1996. 

This surgery, which may replace al- 
iitost all heart transplant operations, comes 
on the heels of a similar operation per¬ 
formed in Britain just a week before. "It is 
the first time heart-shrink surgery has been 
done in this region", claimed Naresh 
Trehan, who led the team of 
cardiosiugeons. 

The operation was successfully per¬ 
formed on 59-ycar-old Mani Ram Gurera, 
who had been suffering from enlarged 
heart (or dilated cardiomyopathy—a con¬ 
dition recognised by heart-beat difficulty 
because muscles start dilating) for the past 
ten years. 

The conventional treatment for an 
enlarged heart is heart transplant. But 
this has a host of problems: lack o*^ do¬ 
nors, patient motivation, surgical facili¬ 
ties and post-operative follow-up and 
{ medication. 

j Moreover, transplant cost is tre¬ 
mendous. Heart-shrink surgery can be 
performed in at least one-tenth of the 
transplant expenses. The post-operative 
medication in a transplant operation is 
about Rs 50,000 a year, while in heart- 
shrink surgery the post-operative medi¬ 
cation is between Rs 100 to 200 only. 

The idea of shrinking an enlarged 
heart by removing a chunk of muscles first 
struck the mind of a Brazilian surgeon, 
Randas Batista, 12 years ago, when he 
came across the caracasses of a buSalo and 
a snake. After dissection, he found the 
ratios between the diameter and amount 
of muscle identical. The ratio for a human 
heart should be the same, he reasoned. So 
for an enlarged heart, the cure would be 
to restore the ratio. 

Dr Trehan brought the technique 
home after participating in a workshop 
held on the subject in Britain. With die 
successful heartshrink operation at Escorts 
hospital, India has bracketed itself with 
countries like Britain, the U.S. and Brazil 
in the frontiers of cardiac surgery. 

SPACE 

Earth finds a new celestial neighbour 

A STRONOMERS have found prelimi¬ 
nary evidence of a Jupiter-size planet 
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that is much closer to earth tiuin any pre¬ 
viously detected, and which may be simi¬ 
lar to our own solar system. 

The new observations indicate an 
object in a circular orbit at about the 
same distance from its star that Saturn 
is from the sun, and suggest that as 
many as two other planets may be in 
orbit around the small red star called. 
Lalande 21185, the fourth-closest star to 
Earth. 

The discovery, made by George 
Gatewood and colleagues at the Univer¬ 
sity of Pittsburgh's Allegheny Observatory, 
was reported at a meeting of the Ameri¬ 
can Astronomical Society in Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

For 66 years, Allegheny's telescope 
has been tracking Liiande 21185, which is 
one of the most intensely studied objects 
in the sky because it is only 8.1 light years 
from Earth (The nearest star to Earth is 
Proxima Centauri, about 4.2 light years 
away). 

Dr Gatewood's group observed an 
effect astronomers around the world 
had been seeking tor decades: as 
Lalande 21185 moved across the sky, 
something seemed to be causing it to 
speed up and then slow down at regu¬ 
lar intervals This peculiar "wobbling" 
motion could be explained by an orbit¬ 
ing mas.sive planet that alternately tugs 
the star forward and pulls it back. Simi¬ 
lar methods have been used numerous 
times to confirm the presence of binary 
(paired) star systems. 

However, the Allegheny team has not 
yet proven conclusively that the Lalande 
21185's speed changes are caused by a 
planet. The variations are so small that 
confirmation of the planet may be diffi¬ 
cult. Another problem is the relatively 
long orbital time of about 30 years, which 
slows down the confirmation work. 

Mission to Saturn 

A joint mission to Saturn is being sched¬ 
uled for launch in 1997 and may be 
the most spectacular ever to a planet in 
the solar system. 

The US National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) and the 
European Space Agency (ESA) plan to 


launch their Cassini Mission in October 
1997. 

The $ 3 billion project will study the 
giant planet and its rings in the same way 
that the successful Galileo space probe 
delivered important information about 
Jupiter. 

Cassini's journey to the sixth major 
planet, the second largest, involves a 
greater distance than the Galileo mission 
to Jupiter 

' Thermoelectric generators, fed by plu¬ 
tonium Isotopes will be used to power the 
motlier spacecraft and another probe dur¬ 
ing the mission to Saturn. 

But the use of plutonium prompted a 
demonstration in Cape Canaveral at which 
protesters drew attention to the danger of 
a nuclear accident during take-off in 
Florida or at a later stage when the mis¬ 
sion flies past earth. 

NASA tried to allay such fears, argu¬ 
ing that the chance of radioactive material 
being released in the event of an accident 
is minimal. US space officials point out 
that already 23 other plutonium-powered 
spacecraft have been launched from Cape 
Canaveral and elsewhere in the past 30 
years. 

In a bid to ensure that such fears do 
not dampen enthusiasm for the mission, 
the space agency offered individuals the 
chance to make their mark in space by 
sending their signature skyward on the 
Cassini spacecraft. 

The .signatures will be transferred 
onto CD-ROM and will be carried aloft by 
Cassini, that will loop around Venus, the 
Earth and Jupiter before reaching Saturn 
in 2004. 

Columbia Space shuttle mission 
OPACE shuttle Columbia blasted off and 
^aced toward orbit on June .10,1996 on 
a mission to study subtle but important 
changes in the human body in weight¬ 
lessness. 

While in orbit, four of the astronauts 
were poked with needles and wore caps 
with electrodes. The laboratory work was 
similar to what's planned for the interna¬ 
tional space station, to be built later this 
decade and next. 

The US, Canadian and French astro¬ 


nauts conducted 138 million dollars worffi 
of biomedical, plant, fluid and metal ex¬ 
periments in orbit. 

Four of them, among them two doc¬ 
tors, a veterinarian and a physicist had 
red blood drawn in orbit and recorded 
their diminishing muscle strength. They 
also monitor; their sleep by wearing caps 
with electrodes. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The post card is 117 years old 

E JTRODUCED on July 1st in India in 
879, the post card has had a long way 
from the common man's means of com¬ 
munication to a commercial tool of busi¬ 
nessmen and television ^uiz 
programmes. 

Some people have demanded scrap¬ 
ping of the subsidised cards, which are 
running a loss of almost 135 paise each, 
but still sell for 15 paise. It is the only 
consumer item whose price has not gone 
up from the nominal price of 15 paise fixed 
in 1974. Earlier, people used cards to know 
about the well being of relatives. Now 
more modem gadgets can be used for that. 
People may have started avoiding post 
cards because the literacy level has gone 
up and so has the ability to write longer 
letters. 

Out of over 1.5 lakh post cards de¬ 
livered in the capital daily, more than 
25,000 are addressed to TV quiz 
programmes. The postal department has 
now instructed producers and TV offi¬ 
cials to ensure that people write "TVC" 
(TV commercials) on the post cards to 
make segregation at tire post offices more 
easy. 

The post card first took shape in 
Austria in 1869 when a professor of na¬ 
tional economy, Emanuel Hermann, pro¬ 
posed a new and cheaper form of postal 
stationery made from a small sheet of 
cardboard bearing a printed stamp on 
one side leaving the other side for a short 
message. 

It soon caught the fancy of the Aus¬ 
trian Director General of posts who or¬ 
dered to release the first stamped post 
card in the country. England issued its 
first post card in 1870 and nine years 
later it was introduced in India. 


AUGUST'96 COMPETITION MASTER 111 



Appointed; EtEaED Etc 
Olafur Ragnar Gnmimn President of lee 

land 

Shetkh Hastna Wajed Priirn Minister of 
Bangladesh 

NecmetlmFrbakan Pninc Minister of Tur 
key 

RM Abhyankar formerly India sAmbas 
sador to Damascus he has been appointed as 
the next Ambassador to Turkty 

C f Kaw Chairman of the Itailway Board 


Resigned 

^tsut Yilmaz Prime Ministt r of Turkey 
Died 

Andrea'. Papandreou hrst socialist Prime 
Minister of Greece He was 77 

Ceorgt Snell Nobel prize winnei for 
medicine in 1980 whose research paved the 
way for modern organ transplants 

Bnltbohdr Dicm FonnerRSSchief HtwasSl 
Raylmdmll Ont ot Australian inckit s 
greatest fast howlirs He was 74 


L \IO\ cai \( II Of \1IMS1I RS 


H D Dew Gowda Prime Mmister and also in 
charge of the ministries/dtpartintnts of ur 
ban affairs and employment personnel pub 
lie giievances and pensions atomic energy 
as well as all other ministries/dcpartmints 
not allocated to any other Cabimt minister 
or minister of Stale (mdeptndenl i hargt) 

CABINET MINISTERS 
Balwanl Singh Ramoowalia V\^lfare 
Btrendra Piu'.ad Batshyo Steel and Mim s 
CM Ibrahim Civil Aviation and additional 
charge of Information and Broadcasting 
Choturanan Mtshra Agriculture excluding 
department of animal husbandry and dairy 
ing 

Devendra PraiMd Yndav hwd and t ivil Sup 
plies Consumer Affairs and Public Distri 
buhon 

I K Gujral External Affairs 

Indrajil Gupta Home Affairs 

Jane'ihmr Mwhra Watei Resiurres 

M Arunaihalam Labour 

Mulayam Singh Yadav Defence 

Murawli Maratt Industry 

P Chidambaram Finance and Department of 

Company Affairs 

Ram Vila'. Pasuvm Railways 

S R Bommat Human Resource Dev elopment 

Srikanta Kumar jina Parliamentary Affairs 

and Depaitmenl of Tourism 

7G Venkalraawn Surface Transport 

YarranNatdu Rural Areas and Employment 

RI jalappa Textiles 

Beni Pra'.ad Varma Communications 


MINISTERS or STATE 

(UiUpinlinUhar^i) 

Bolla Bull Ramaiah Commerce 
DalipKiimat Ray Fcxid Piocessing 
jai Naiayaii Pras/nf Nhhad Environment and 
Eorists 

Mrs Kai li Singh Coal 
RamakanI D khalap Law Justice and Com 
pany Aflairs excluding department of com 
pany affairs 

Salumiqbal shcnmii Healfhand Family welfare 
S/iKs Ram Ula Chemicals and Fertilizers 
YogindiaK Alagli Planning and Programmi 
Implementation and Additional Charge of 
Science and Technology 
Raghiivansh Piasad Singh Department of 
animal husbandly and dairying 

MINISTERS 01 STATE 
SR Bala-.ubiamanmi Personnel Public Griev¬ 
ances and I’tnsionsand Parliamentary Affairs 
Cliandradm Pra'.ad Varma Rural Areas and 
Employment 

R Dhanw.likodi Athillian Human Resource 
Development (depaifment of youth affairs 
and sprts) 

Mil Tailimuddm Home Affairs 

Muhi Ram Saikia Human Resource Devei 

opment (department of education) 

S Vimigiipalaihari PoweiandNon-Conven- 

tional Fnergy Sources 

LI VmfeifisawrlM Urban Affairs and Employ 

ment and Parliamentary Affairs 

Satpalp Maharaj Railways 

MVN Somu Defence 

T R Balu Petroleum and Natural Gas 


EVENTS 


JUNE 

8—China canies out a nuclear test even while 
expressmg support for the Comprehensive 
lest Ban Treaty (CTBI) 

11— The Supreme Court upholds the High Court 
ordt'r directing the CBI to register a case against 
Narasunha Rau m the IMM bribery case 

12— The United front government secures a vole 
of confidence m the L ok Sabha 

—At least 44 people an* killed m a bomb blast m 
Sao Paulo in Brazil 

13— rht Awami I cagui led bv Sheikh Hasina 
Wa|id returns to power in Bangladi’sh after 
21 years 

13—Acdi bomb explodes m Mamhesitr iii)uring 
‘HI people 

1(>- fUav y turnout is n ported in Ihi Russian Presi 
d( ntial polls 

21)—India re)eits tiu CTBI terming it as discrimi 
I natory 

I 2h At lust 23 Americans in killid ind lOS 
wounilid whin a lull truck explodes U a 
mililary housing compliv in Siudi Anbia 
I JUL3 

1—1 III roilitints kill 3? soldiers in an imbush 
' in Irinionialic in Sri I anka 

I -Cjovimmint innnuntes massive hiki in pe 
tmicum pnxiuels 

1—Boris Yeltsin wins Russian Presidential elie 
lions 


MILESTONES 

Iqbal &ittgh Ittuhwal Thia yeat't avll 
services topper 

Anundeep Sekhon Aged II, ahe ha$ 
been selected as the young^ acupressunsf 
and her name is bemg entered m the 1997 
edition (rf Umca Book of Recoids She has a 
diploma m acupressure and has treated over 
100 patients 

Lalita Balakrislman. She la among the 
2i individuals and. organisations honouiira by 
the UN Environment Frogramiine for the ''Gkh 
bal 500 Roll of Honour", for their efforts to 
dean up (he environmoit 

misuo Hamanaka: Trader in the Japanese 
Sumitomo Con, who used to trade on die 
London Metal Exchangee and lost $ IR tnUmn, 
overlO years He was sacked by the company 
but his actions raised feats of a crash in tiU 
dwtals markel 


CORRECTION 

July '96 issue page 1096 
Mr E K Novanar was mentioned as a 
Chief Mmister of Tamil Nadu He is Chief 
Minister of Kerala 

Ik mistake is regretted 

—Editor 
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VPloclly, 
i* ll? 

The Force 10 LX from 
Liberty The force to defy 
gravity The outcome of 
unadulterated technology, for 
your feel. 

The innovative VAC-SAC 


system, that gives you the 
feeling of walking on air. Talus 
support to safeguard feet from 
cramps and sprains. Spacious 
toe box with plenty of 
breathing space Trendy six 
coloured sole Double padded 
tongue to eliminate lace 
discomfort All you needed in 
a shoe And more. 

So. rush to the nearest 

i 

Liberty showroom, and take-off. 
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From the Desk of the 

Editor 
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Dear Masters, 

i he two most popular features with readers inlHECoMPETmoN Master are the 
Reader's Forum and the Question Box, going by the response we receive for 
both. Many readers take up issue with the featur^published in the magazine; 
and the spectrum of the questions shows the vast and varied interests of our 
readers. 

It was keeping this in mind that a competition was announced in the special 
issue last month. Readers will be happy to know that the issue was a big Succras 
and all the copies have been sold out. But, what has been overwhelming is the 
response to the competition. We have received hundreds of letters from all 
over Indra from young people giving their views tm the coun try's fiftieth year 
of fre<>dom. It is heartening to note tliat most young people arc hopeful of a 
better future, though the issue of corruption seems to weigh heavily on many 
minds. Along with our readers, we hope that it is a passing phase and the 
future leadership would be cleaner than at present. Some readers, though a 
minority, are pessimistic and say that India is a declining State. 

We are still going through the respon.ses and will publish the prize-winners 
and other entries from our next issue If you have not sent your entry yet, rush 
it to us post haste. 

We l(xjk forward to your letters on all our features as ithelps us as.scss the 
contents of the magazine. Do keep writing and let us know what you feel 


SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

More Than Rs 65.00 


Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, alongwith your complete name and address to: 



126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh—160 002 









Finally, an institute 


that makes your 


dream 


to join a bluc-chip 
company a reality. 


M6A-CAT. A tough, toti^ entrance emn. Sometimes you succeed 

the first time, sometimes you don't. With the DPCC Aehfentage 

Course, you can. 

Why? Simply because DPCC uses scientilic techniques to help you 

prepare, and thus enables: 

• personalised care in case of problems; 

• sub-subject spedatists to help you overcome any 
drawbacks; 

• mode tests that prepare you better; 

• small dusters so that you will be a name in your elass, 
and not a roil number; 

• spedal DRTs (Difficuity Removal Tutorials). Plus if you 
are not satisfied, rest of your money back. With no questions 
asked. 


So gear up. To get the advantage. For details, call us at the 


addresses given below. 












Delhi Public College of Competitions 


Head Ofjfice:SB, Pusa Road, New Delhi. Tel: 572 7557; 578 7660. Branches: JO, Jwalaheri Mkt (behind IFCJ flats). 
Tel: 558 3495; 153, Main Vikas Marg (near Nathu Sweets). Tel: 241 8340; 246 8318. 


For Just 33.33 paise 

a monti\, yOU can find out 
about the best 


. options in India 


limited editions 


only). 
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At the DPCC Career Club, your options to careers 
are endless. You get monthly career updates on current 
career options, how to prepare for them and which 
ones you have the aptitude for. All you have to do to 
become a member of the DPCC Career Club is give 
a one-time subscription fee of Rs 200 only. And you 
will receive all the Infonnation you need till you are 
able to choose the right career. Plus a free career 
folder and a booklet on the prevailing career options 
and a brochure on careers. For details, lust call 


and leave your name, telephone number &* address. 
And we'll call you back. Or, fill up the coupon for 
your subscription, and post it to: 37, Rani Jhansi 
Road, Jhandewalan, New Delhi - 55. 


Brought to you by: 
I>eUtl Public College of Competitions 

Yes, I would Hke to become a member the DPCC 
Career Club. My cheque/demand draft for a sum of 
Rs 200 only is attached. 


DateofBirte:. 

Address:_ 

Tel;_ 


















EDITORIAL 


Come Clean by Trial, 
Not Denial 


O scar Wilde has said that a q/nu is a person who knows' 
the price of everything hut the value of nothing 
Judging from the on~gomg political games being played 
by the former Prime Minister, Mr Narasimha Rao, one a 
tempted to fit him in the framework of the aforesaid 
definition Right from the days of the 'Suitcase scam, Mr 
Rao has followed a three-dimensional strategy sih nee 
ambiguity and denial In the sordid 
' Suitcase' episode Mr Rao 
maintained a prolonged silence 
which he broke with a classu 
pronouncement 1 loiild not have 
come out cleaner He issued a clean 
chit to himself 

Come the ' Hawala scam and 
Mr Rao's cynicism sutfated again 
He made half a dozen of his senior 
ministerial colleagues sacrificial 
goals, let the CBI frame them while 
he himself looked the other way 
Again, he made a classic 
pwnouncement—the law will havi 
its own course The impliiatwn was 
that he was either above the law or he just did not 
care 

Come the Urea scam and his direct involvement in it The 
law once again was made to haife its course' How'^ while the son 
of another former ministei ms anested, Mr Raos son was not 
"The fond father went on record that he will not and never has, 
come in the way of any piotess whatsoever to bring anything 
regarding any of his relatives to light under the law' Mr Rao's 
declared distancing from the wrongdoings of his family 
members, however, raises some awkmrd questions Is it 
possiblefor a Prime Minister to wash his hands off the corrupt 
practices of his son or relatives when the scandal has surfaced^ 
How come that the Prime Minister declares this distance only 


when the son is in a hot soup’’ Is it possible that a father is 
blissfully unaware when the son is amassing millions’ The 
subtle subterfuge works only to the disadimtage of the 
clumant 

Come the Lakhubhat case in which Mr Rao has been ihargtd 
ofcfuafing and madi a co-aciused along with Chandraswami 
His vague statement that lu knew thi swami but had no ' special 
relationship with him was of tin 
same timbci as that of his sons 
The political sycophants 
surrounding Mr Rao inon loyal to 
the king than tiv king himsilf do 
not debate the basu issue of 
propi lety of hts stepping down 
riiry are fcveit^lily engaged in 
preparing hts defence They blink 
away the fact that it is nom of 
Ihitr job as the offenct for which 
Mr Rao has been charged was not 
committed in his capacity as 
president of the Congress Party 
Did the Party conu to the defence 
of the Congressmen charged in 
Havala scam’ The culture of sythophancy and hypocrisy has 
been Ike hallmark of the Congress Party 
I And now comes a denial that Mt Rao was not in the 
I US itself when he was supposed to have met Lakhubhai in a 
' New York Hotel The legal luminaries defending Mr Rao did 
not pause to ponder why such a simple fai t as that came 
after a prolonged pondering The ambiguous postering, 
punctuated with mysterious silences only strengthen the 
suspicions of the people The people of the country want him 
to come clean this time by a trial, not a denial And pray, 
what prevents Mr Rao to launch defamatory proceedings 
against those who are stabbing his and his family's 
reputation’ 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, ap¬ 
pearing in the box, have been awarded a prize 
of Rs WO.OO each. Readers are incited to 
send us their views on topics covered in this 
issue. The decision of the Editors will be 
final. 

COAUTION POLITICS 

A coalition lacks unanimity. It will be 
pulled in different directions from the first 
day. Political ambitions and unachievable 
aspirations of the members will cause such 
experiments to fail and the present govern¬ 
ment will be no exception. 

Btchit MuUathara 
Pune, Maharashtra 

EMERGING CHINA 

China has an unquenchable thirst for 
territory. After Tibet and Hong Kong, it will 
want to take Macao and Taiwan too. At the 
same time, it has been supplying nuclear ! 
equipment to Pakistan but has managed | 
the Western nations in such a way that they j 
do not protest against its actions. Once it 
made the Americans to invest in its 
economy it blatantly violated provisions of 
the NPT and intellectual property rights. 
The US could not do anything as it does 
not want to lose a lucrative market. India is 
in the meantime still involved in a debate 
about its economy. It needs to learn both | 
international politics and economics from ! 
its next-door neighbour. ! 

Sameer Chander Mohindru j 
jharipam, UP 1 

I 

What is the use of development 
when your subjects are not happy and 
are not free to express their views. Com¬ 
pared to China, India is a much better 
country. 

Amit N. Parekh 
Aurangabad, Maharashtra 

UNCERTAINTY TO DISORDER 

It is a shame that a number of people 
have contested elections from jail. This gives 
rise to a strange situation. The very police 
officers who arrested them have now to be 

118 SEPTEMBER '96 COMPETITKW MASTER 


at their beck and call. There must, there¬ 
fore, be a law that prevents people with a 
criminal backgroimd, or in jail, from fight¬ 
ing elections. 

P Sagar 

New Delhi 

MODERNISM AND VALUES 

Modernism (Joes not mean losing val¬ 
ues and heritage. It refers to a scientific 
attitude and giving up of superstitions and 
unhealthy customs. 

Hina Aixmi 
Rohtak (Haryana) 

7'he world has changed over the years. 
Many youngsters think that honesty, affec¬ 
tion, innocence and morality are not re¬ 
quired if they are to be modern. In fact, 
such people are simply uncivilised, not 
modern. 

Peep Singh Kamboj 

Chandigarh 

PROHIBITION ISSUE 

There is a saying that "to gain some¬ 
thing you have to Itxise something". The 
economy of the States is heavily depen¬ 
dent on revenue from liquor sales. As such 
any attempt to impose prohibition does 
prove to be very taxing on the exchequer 
and the concerned government is left with 
no option but to raise taxes. Point to be 
noleii IS that habit of drinking is an evil 
and a little burden, by way of increased 
taxes, should be taken supportingly by the 
people. In long run prohibition is benefi¬ 
cial for the masses. 

St/bhas Raje 
Pune 

CM FEATURES 

The topics chosen by you for dis¬ 
cussion are really relevant. Your treat¬ 
ment of the subject is very readable and 
I interesting. 

Divya Sinha 
Angul, Oissfl 

The Question Box is a very helpful fea¬ 
ture as it clears doubts on many subjects.\bur 
magazine is indeed serving the readere well. 

KulwinderRoy 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab 


COAUTION POLITICS 

It is strange that parties who con¬ 
tested elections against each other 
have now joined hands to form a gov¬ 
ernment. You correctly say that it is a 
coalition only to be in power. Since 
some ministers are reportedly not sat¬ 
isfied with their portfolios, it clearly 
indicates that their prime aim is not 
welfare of the country but their own 
fame and prosperity. A change in our 
method of electing leaders is very m uch 
required now so that we can have a 
legitimate governments in future. 

Sharad Stngh 
Lucknow (U.P.) 

I Votes of the people have been 

misused by politicians to form a gov¬ 
ernment which nobody voted for. The 
Congress can continue protecting its 
corrupt ministers through the back 
door now, even though it has lost the 
elections. The coalition government is’ 
i certainly against the will of the people 

I of India! 

i Vijuy Thakur 

I Hamirfmr(HP) 


Your magazine is a storehouse of gen¬ 
eral knowledge and personality develop¬ 
ment features. It has really helped me in 
my life. 

B Mondal 
c/o 56 APO 

1 find CM very valuable and have kept 
all issues since 1990. It is a valuable trea¬ 
sury for back references and for looking up 
answers to various questions. 

Saba Mahmood 
Allahabad, U.P. 

The management interviews pub¬ 
lished by you immensely helped me to 
obtain admission in a management in¬ 
stitute. 

Neeraj Arora 
Chaziabad, UP 



ESSAY 

Career Woman of Today 


A contemplative man of action, Gandhiji 
wail unambiguous in his recognition 
of the fact that women were destined to 
play a positive role in the reconstruction of 
society. He was uncompromising in the 
matter of women's rights and underscored 
again and again that for stx:ial justice and 
lairplay, equal rights for women were im¬ 
perative. Comprising nearly half the popu¬ 
lation in every nation-State, their urge to 
break off the age-old shackles of confine¬ 
ment to the hearth and home, is but natural 
in the fast changing values and concepts of 
life, its meaning and its relevance to the self 
and to the .society at large. In the highly 
developed society, a career woman carves a 
niche for herself without arousing much ire 
and irritation, although live various shades 
of harassment that she has to face are more 
or less similar to the ones being faced by 
the upcoming women in developing coun¬ 
tries like India. Seemingly, a car«>r woman 
or a working woman may strike many a 
similarity in the context of her working place 
and the attendant strains and stresses that 
she has to undergo as a result of her dual 
role. Whereas a career woman looks up the 
ladder of aspiration and achievement in her 
capacity as an entrepreneur, executive, bu¬ 
reaucrat and the like, an ordinary working 
woman in her traditional placement as a 
teacher, nurse, telephone operator, recep¬ 
tionist, etc remains very much tied to the 
ground realities. The former is assertive 
and ambitious, both in approach and atti¬ 
tude, the latter is inclined to adjust and 
acquiesce to the prevailing pattern of work 
ethics. 

In the male-dominated world, a 
woman-careerist has to do a lot of tight¬ 
rope walking before she can realise her 
dreams into reality. Whether single or mar¬ 
ried, she is face to face with many odds and 


in certain situations where she is alone and 
finds herself in unsavoury circumstances, 
her physical limitations come to the fore. 
Despite her dynamism and determination 
to prove herself different from others, she 
has to cope with many a dUemma which 
her male counterparts treat as if coming 
in their natural stride. In the absence of 
the traditional support system that a joint 
family provided to a female working for 
her family and children in the good-old 
I past, the working-woman today has to 
I tend for herself and keep both the work- 
i ing-placc as well as home fronts in an 
i excellent health Any aberration any- 
' where can lead to unpleasant conse- 
I quences which no self-respecting 
’ working or career woman would be able 
I to live with 

i For a career woman, sky is the limit of 
’ her aspirations and no price is too heavy 
I to pay if she v.an reach the lop ot the w'orld. 

' Her career is not confmed only to the scr- 
i vice sector or entrepreneurship but it in- 
1 eludes political power-play, social 
i reformation and activ ism m such areas as 
; were taboos for her in the not very distant 
: past. 

■ However, the road to success is nei- 
j thcr soft nor smooth. Besides the cut thnaat 
I competition that .she has to encounter from 
i her well-entrendied male counterpart, she 
i has to strike a difficult and delicate bal¬ 
ance betw'ecn her career and concerns for 
home and ever>'thing that makes a home. 
Women on the way up the career discover 
along the way that foey mu.'>t be twice as 
good as their male colleagues or competi¬ 
tors to get to the top. But whereas the lat¬ 
ter don't have to pay a heavy price for 
being successful, the psychological and 
emotional price that career women pay is 
excessive. A career woman has to break or 


divide herself into two to rise to the chal¬ 
lenge, functioning in the work-place as 
unattached individual exclusively com-' 
mitted to her job and career, while con¬ 
tinuing to shoulder a major share of the 
workload at home, particularly of child- 
rearing. 

A woman is still seen as what the Vic¬ 
torians called 'the angel of tlie house'. 
While w'orking outside the home has 
j boosted her self-confidence and strength- 
i ened her position at home, it has not re- 
1 lieved her of the traiJitional duties of 
I cooking, cleaning, child-care and a host of 
I many other jobs that naturally go with the 
i epithet 'house-wife'. She may have earned 
I the telling title of 'Super Woman', juggling 
i many tasks, racing to keep pace and hold- 
i ing up mote than her half of the sky but 
i the price and pressure on her psyche re¬ 
main high and heavy, going by the de¬ 
mands of work outside and obligations at 
home. 

A career woman has to try out a vari- 
I ety of strategies to involve her husband into 
! sharing with her the mundane mores of 
; house-keeping without hurting his male 
ego in any way. With the least leisure at her 
disposal, she has to keep her nuclear fam- 
j ily in good humour and protect the mar¬ 
riage intact. The strain of this effort, though 
cannot be suppressed, erupts once a while 
in quarrels or reveals itself in resentments, 
anger, silences, neglect of growing children 
and in extreme cases, in divorce or separa¬ 
tion. 

There has been a real change in and 
for women careerists, without correspond¬ 
ing changes in men, social structures, pub¬ 
lic policies. The career women are still 
strugglittg to find private and individual 
solutions to what has come to be known as 
a "transformed sociallandscape". 




B V0es Uu roorUl as resolutdy 

mi enda^r to rmh new 
0jl what Ae Greeks had in 
im Ai^ it is that ^int that tim 

i .todHd looks forward to the nugk 
ogether athletes firm the world am. 

whidi helps people to im raiid.-^-Sm0M^ 
hey also stand witness to the 
I, the games are not about wamit^ 
m spirit. It is not surprising Oat Olympiotld^^, 
^^U^,ttimes of historical turnarounds, where pecfOekfOrtb^ 0k, 
yjlnwcftltf md emerged winners against all od^. ’'v;; > 

Idas no different. The spirit (f Olympics tMS myfdk^: 
here too, inspitc of a bomb blast. The heroism was ptaa0^if 
gam«s hut also in the organisation of the huge moA'. 
10,78S athletes in the city, along widi 4fl!,000 
^ a ^ ^ lSfiOO media people. The operation an wiU be hlh^fh^ 
iWkifiklfkitities required to be created. Some 21 miBkm 

required to cool the drinks, athletes and horses. Mml 
•^i^lklk^^fraAiaas generated by the games. Gold loorth RsScnmpiikt. 
the 604 gold medals awarded: each medal had gold wm0t Xf^' 
dmn, weighing 6 ounces. If that looks IdwagreatOliilim^ 
!fiim0aitjk>r the Sydney Olympia in 2000, which will udAntM^d^ 
i^Mkmthe Atlmta shmi’. . . -'" .V 


Fgr India, the Olympics are a severing acperki!W\0hlk 
(MB no Afferent. We describe the performance ef^tetmkffl:. 
MS ndlAlier there are any lessons to be leaiitfrm oarfhkfk' 
ilhertm the issue, we debate whedier India should shifter* 
^ in the games till we reach a certain levd (fca^mbm.'}^ 


T he XXVI Olympic 
games, which opened 
in Atlanta on July 19, 
1996, were the biggest 
in history. President Bill 
Clinton formally launched the 
16-day competition, while 
Muhammad AM, stiffened and 
shaking fitom Parkinson's dis¬ 
ease, lighted the Olympic 
flame to roars of excitement. 
Only a handful of people 
knew that AM would be the 
final person to hold the torch 
after its 24,000 km trek aaoss 
the US. He emerged from 


darkness to accept the torch 
from four-time gold medal 
swimmer Janet Evans. 

The four-hour ceremony 
honoured the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the modem games, 
which became the first to be 
attended by all 197 member 
nations of the International 
Olympic Committee. There 
were no boycotts and the 
opening parade reflected the 
changing times. The parade of 
athletes could, however, be 
the last one since the organis¬ 
ers of the 2000 games in 
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Sydney are considering only a 
symbolic march with ^e ath¬ 
letes to be seated during the 
ceremony. 

The games started with 
fears of terrorist attacks as a 
TWA flight had exploded just 
a week before. Despite tight 
security a bomb exploded in 
Atlanta on July 27,1996, at the 
Centennial Olympic Park, 
killing two and injuring 110 
people 

Many records were bro¬ 
ken and the spirit of the 
games was kept alive, which 
has seen unmatched enthusi¬ 
asm in the world since they 
were started. 

History of 
Olympics 

T he first recorded 
Olympic contest took 
place in Cireece in 77t) 
BC. The only event in 
the first 13 Olympiads was a 
footrace ot about 200 yards 
but longer raci's were added 
over the years Wrestling and 
pentathlon were added in 708 
BC, boxing in 688, a four- 
horse chariot race in 680 and a 
savage sport called pan¬ 
cratium in 648 BC, which 
combined limxing and 
wrestling. Rome conquered 
Greece during the lOO's BC 
and the games lost their lus¬ 
tre In AD 394, Emperor 
Theodosius ended the 
Olympic games because of 
their great decline in quality. 
Thereafter no Olympics were 
held for more than 1,500 
years. 

The modem games were 
started by a French educator, 
Baron Pierre de Coubertin 
who discovered the ruins of 
the stadium of Olympia in 
1875. In 1894, he presented his 
idea to an international meet¬ 


ing on amateur sports and the 
group voted to organise the 
games, forming tiie Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee 
(IOC). The first modem 
Olympic games took place in 
Athens in 18%. Women first 
competed in the modem 
games in 1900. The Winter 
games began in 1924. No 
games were held in 1916,1940 
and 1944 due to the World 
Wars I and II. 

Memorable moments; 
The Olympics have seen 
numerable achievements 
Among them have been 
Paavo Nurmi, a runner from 
Finland, who competed in • 
1920,1924 and 1928 and won 9 
gold medals. US swimmer 
johnny Weissmuller won 5 
gold medals in 1924 and 1928 
^>nja Henie of Norway won 
the tigur*’ skating champi¬ 
onship in 1928,1932 and 1936. 
Jesse Owens (US) won 4 gold 
medals in track and field in 
19%, Ai Oeter (Uf>) won the 
gold medal for discus throw 
in four consecutive Olympics, 
starting from 1956. U5 swim¬ 
mer Mark Spitz set a record in 
1972 by winning 7 gold 
medals in a single Olympics 
These are only a tew of the 
individual achievements m 
the Olympic games. l,ach of 
the games witness individual 
effort which can be termed as 
heroic. 

Mascot of the games: 
Mascots at the Olympics have 
become a tradition. The 
famous mascots have been 
Misha for the 1980 Moscow 
games, Sam for the 1984 lx>s 
Angeles games. Tiger for 
Seoul, 1988 and Gobi for 
Barcelona, 1992. Suspense 
revolved around the mascot 
for the 1996 games, unveiled 
at Barcelona. The first-ever 


computer generated mascot 
was called "Whatizit" and 
raised a hue and cry since it 
was absolutely new and 
resembled nothing on earth. It 
is blue with white teeth, red 
sneakers, lightening bolts for 
eyebrows and Olympic rings 
on its head and tail. The name 
was changed to "Izzy" after 
there were cries of protest. 
After early apprehensions, 
Izzy caught the imagination of 
youngsters. The Atlanta 
Committee for Olympic 
games gained about $25-30 
million from sale of Izzy mer¬ 
chandise. 

Sponsorship: The cost of 
a corporate sponsorship of the 
Olympics has increasal ten¬ 
fold since the 1984 l,os 
Angeles games, when it was 
$4 million. Today, companies 
like Coke, IBM and Visa paid 
the heftiest sponsorship fees 
ever. Coke is the largest con¬ 
tinuous Olympic sponsor, 
since the 1928 Amsterdam 
games. Since Atlanta is home 
to Coca Cola, the company 
spent $20 million on Coca 
Cola Olympic city and $62 
million on advertisements 
during the broadcast of the 
games. 

Population and medals; 
A statistical study of the num¬ 
ber of medals won by each 
nation in relation to its popu¬ 
lation shows . 41 ,, , . 

lliat i'inland is 'j§W * j 
the most sue- 
ccssful nation. ^ 

With 288 

medals in mod- , fr 

ern Olympics life 

for a popula- m. 

tion of 5 mil- 

lion, the tally is 

one medal for 


Sweden, Hungary and 
Denmark follow the list. The 
US, the biggest wituier of 
medals in history, is not 
among the top 25 nations, 
with one medal for 135,674 
people. The least successful 
country against this yaq^bek 
is India, which has won 14 
medals in die last 100 years, 
amounting to one medal for 
60,450,142 Indians. The next 
on the list arc Malaysia and 
Iraq Sri I,anka, which has 
won just one medal in die 
1948 games, is fourtii on this 
dubious list. 

Olympic Events 

Athletics: The sprint is 
one of the most exciting 
events in the OlympicF. There 
are three sprint races, the 
100m, 200m and 400m. 
Advanced electronics are 
used to determine the winner. 
WTien a sprinter finish^, he 
breaks a beam of light and his 
time is automatically record¬ 
ed The hurdles comprise two 
races, 110 and 400m. The first 
is run along a straight track 
and the athlete has to cross 10 
high hurdles (1.07m), In the 
longer event, the hurdlers 
jump over 10 slightly lower 
hurdles (0.91m). The 400m 
hurdles is considered to be 
one of the most demanding 
races physically. One of the 
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greatest 400in hurdlers was 
Ed Moses (US). In the 1976 
Olympics in Montreal he won 
gold in record time at the age 
of 20. He ti\en went on to win 
107 races in a row. Moses' 
world record was finally bro¬ 
ken by Kevin Young, again of 
the US, at Barcelona in 1992. 

The middle distance 
races are run over 800m and 
1500m. They have been part ol 
the modem games since the 
beginning. The 4X400m men's 
relay was introduced in 1908 
and the 4X100 relay in 1912. 
The Americans have dominat¬ 
ed both events. In 18 
Olympics (they have won gold 
14 times m each of the relays. 
The marathon is the oldest of 
the long distance races. The 
first modern marathon race 
was held in Athens at the 1896 
Olympics. Getting its name 
from the champion (ireek 
runner who ran aaoss valleys 
and hills to give the news of 
the Greek victory over 
Persians in 490 BC, the 1896 
Olympics had a marathon of 
40 km. It was extended in the 
1908 London Olympics slight¬ 



ly so fliat the British royalty 
could see the start from 
Windsor Castle. Since then, 
the marathon has remained at 
42.295 km. Marathon runners 
are given refreshments in spe¬ 
cially designed plastic bottles 
after about 11 km and wet 
sponges are also provided. 

In 1912, two long track 
races of 5000 and 10000m 
were also introduced. The 
steeplechase, which is a race 
over hurdle's and a water 
jump, was standardised in 
1912 at 3000m. There are also 
two roadwalking races, the 
longer one being 50 km. 

The decathlon consists of 
multiple events and demands 
great stamina. The first such 
event, the pentathlon, or five- 
event competition, was held 
in 708 BC. It consisted of foot 
racing, long jump, discus, 
javelin and WTestling. The 
present version of the 
decathlon w-as mtroduced in 
1912 and takes place over two 
days. There are four races, 
three jumping events (long 
•jump, high jump and pole 
vault), and three throws (shot 
put, discus and javelin). In the 
10 events, points are awarded 
for achieving set times, 
heights and distances. The 
competitor with most points 
is the champion. 

The four men's jumping 
events are the long jump, high 
jump, triple jump and pole 
vault. All were included in the 
1896 games. The height of the 
fKile vault has increased over 
the years, from 3.30m in 18% 
to 5.90m in 1988, which was 
achieved by Sergei Bubka of 
the then Soviet Union. 

The throwing events con¬ 
sist of discus, javelin, shot and 
hammer. Compared with the 
early days, distances have 


almost doubled these days. 
Shot putters and hammer 
throwers both use a heavy 
metal ball weighing 7.26 kg, 
which they throw from a cir¬ 
cle just over 2 metres wide. 
The discus weighs 2 kg. The 
javelin is an updated spear 
weighing 800 grams. 

Women's athletics: 
Women athletes first took part 
in the 1928 Olympics. The 
women's short sprint (100m) 
was introduced in 1928 and 
the 200m in 1948. The most 
recent double winner was 
Florence Griffith-Joyner of the 
US, popularly known as "Flo 
Jo". Another US champion, 
Gail Uevers achieved the title 
of "kstest woman of the 
w'orld" in 1992, just after 
recpvermg from a serious ill¬ 
ness. In the final, only six hun¬ 
dredths of a second separated 
the first five runners. 

The first Olympic hurdles 
for women was mtroduced in 
1932. The first race was 80m, 
which was increased to 100m 
in the Munich Olympics in 
1972. The hurdles are placed 
at 83.8cm. The 400m hurdles 
for women was introduced in 
1984 and the hurdles are less 
high, being placed at 76.2 cm. 

In 1928, the women's 
middle-distance (800m) race 
was introduced despite oppo¬ 
sition that the distance was 
dangerously long for women. 
Several runners collapsed 
during the race and the race 
was banned. It was reintro¬ 
duced in 1960. The ISOOn; 
came in 1972 and remained 
the longest women's race till 
1984, when the 3000m and the 
v/omen's marathon was 
-included. At Atlanta, the 
5000m race replaced the 
3000m. The 10000m was first 
run in Seoul in 1988. In recent 


years, more and more women 
athletes have devpted them¬ 
selves to long distance races. 
The women's 10 km walk was 
introduced in Barcelona. 
Athletes must have one foot in 
contact with the ground at aU 
times in this event. 

The athletic multiple 
event for women started in 
1964 as the five-part pen¬ 
tathlon. Two further parts 
were added in 1984 so in the 
last three Olympics, women 
have competed in the hep¬ 
tathlon, a seven-part contest. 
Held over two days, the win¬ 
ner is considered the finest all 
round athlete. Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee of the US won the hep¬ 
tathlon in the Barcelona 
Olympics. 

In 1928 there was only 
one jumping event, the high 
jump, for women The wom¬ 
en's long jump appeared in 
1948 and has been part of the 
Olympics since The triple 
jump (hop, step and jump) is 
a new event in 1996. It formed 
part of the European champi¬ 
onships in 1994 and was won 
by Ana Biryukova of Rus-sia. 
Women's discus was intro¬ 
duced in 1928 and the javelin 
came four years later. 
Women's shotpul was also 
introduced in 1948. All three 
events have become highly 
popular. Women's throwing 
implements are like the men's, 
in design, but are lighter. 

Equestrian: The eques¬ 
trian squad of a country has 
to take its horses for the 
three disciplines: show 
jumping, dressage and the 
three-day event. The team 
must have trainers and 
grooms, vets and a farrier to 
replace horseshoes. An 
equestrian team may have to 
carry five tonnes of freight. 
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Water sports: Tltere was 
no swimming in the ancient 
Olyn^ics but the sport was 
part of the first modem 
Olympics in 18%. The first 
Olympic race in a pool took 
place in a 100 metre tank in 
London in 1908. The US has 
been the most successful 
Olympic swimming nation, 
followed by Australia and 
CJemrany. There are 16 men's 
races. Women first swam in 
the 1912 Olympics when there 
were two freestyle events. 
Backstroke and breaststroke 
were added 12 years later and 
the butterfly stroke came in 
1956. Today, there are 17 
swimming events altogether. 
Diving was introduced in 
1904 and women's diving 
came eight years later in 
Stockholm There are two sep¬ 
arate events, springboard and 
platform or highboard diving. 
Each diver has to perform a 
senes of dives, which are 
marked out of 10 by the 
judges. The whole dive is tak¬ 
en into account. 

Water polo has been in 
Olympics since 1900. The 
team consists of 6 players and 
a goalkeeper. A game consists 
of four seven minute quarters. 
Hungary has been the most 
successful in this event, hav¬ 
ing won the gold six times. 

Gymnastics: The 1896 
Olympics was the first large 
meeting of gymnasts and 
there were five events: pom¬ 
mel horse, rings, horse vault, 
parallel bars and horizontal 
bar An individual all-round 
event was added four years 
later in Paris and the first 
team event came in the next 
Olympics. The eighth event, 
floor exercises, was added in 
the 1932 Los Angeles games. 

Women's gymnastics 


have become very popular, as 
tiny young superstars have 
performed gracefully. In 1976 
Nadia Comant*ci of Romania 
won three gold mc*dals and 
became the first gymnast to 
score a perfect 10 in an 
Olympic competition. The 
then Soviet g)’mnast larissa 
latynina has won die maxi¬ 
mum meilals (18, including 
nine gold). The rhythmic 
gymnastics competition was 
introduced in 1984. In this 
event the gymnasts are- 
accompanied by music as they 
handle a hoop, ribbon, ball 
lope and clubs. A rhythmic 
team e\'*'nt was held in 
Atlanta for the first time. 

WEIGHT! ifTJNG: From fly¬ 
weight to super-heavyweight, 
there are 10 events. The light¬ 
est lifters weigh 54 kg while 
the heaviest are over 108 kg. 
Top heavyw’eights lift twda* 
tlieir body weight on an aver¬ 
age. In each class, the gold 
medal is won by the ormpeti- 
tor who lifts the greatest total 
weight. 

Other Games: Tennis 
was included in the first eight 
Olympics but dropped in 1928 
and it was not until 1988 that 
it was brought back as a 
medal competition. It was, 
however, played .is a demon¬ 
stration sport in 1968 and 
1984. There are four Olympic 


events, singles and doubles 
for men and women. 

Table tennis became an 
Olympic event in 1988 and 
China has dominated the 
game, winning five ot the 
eight golds awarded so far. 

Badminton was played 
as a demonstration sport in 
1972, as an exhibition in 1988 
and as a medal sport in 
Barcelona. Both singles events 
were won by Indonesia, tlie 
first golds ever won by that 
country The doubles events 
were won by South Koreans. 
In Atlanta, a mixed doubles 
competition was included for 
the first time 

Soccer, w'hich comes 
from association football with 
"ccr” added to it, was the first 
team sport to be played in tlie 
Olympic games. Players have 
to be under 23 years old and- 
must not have played in any 
of the World Cup matches. 
Eight Warns played in Atlanta 
in women's soccer. 

The hockey event had 12 
men's teams and 8 women's 
teams in Atlanta. Basketball 
-ame to tire Olympics in 1936 
and the USA has continued to 
dominate the men's game, 
winning 10 of the 13 titles. 
Women's basketball was 
introduced much later, in 
1976, and has been dominated 
by the USA and the former 


Soviet Union. 

Baseball was played as a 
demonstration sport at seven 
different Olympics and was 
finally accepted as a medal 
sport in 1992. Hiough it is a 
traditional American pastime, 
the title was won by Cuba. 
Softball is an indoor form of 
baseball and was played for 
fire first time at Atlanta. Eight 
women's team competed for 
the medals. Volleyball was 
first played at the Olympics in 
1964 and is one of the m.:®! 
popular sports. Beach volley¬ 
ball was introduced for the 
first time at Atlanta. Handball 
was introduced in 19.36 but 
was left out till 1972 Wo¬ 
men's handball was added in 
1976. 

Boxing was introduced 
ui 1904 and the Olympics gold 
has been won by many boxers 
who have gone to become 
professional champions. 
These include Cassius Clay, 
Joe Frazier and George 
Foreman. Tlicre is a feeling 
that the sport is tixi dangerous 
and there are demands fiiat it 
be banned as an Olympic 
sport. Wrestling has re¬ 
mained a men-only event and 
has been there since the 1896 
01) mpics. Freestyle was intro¬ 
duced in 1904. TTicre are 10 
bodyweight classes ranging 
from fljoveight which is under 
48 kg to super-heavyw'eight 
which is over 100 kg. Judo, 
developed from the martial 
art jujitsu ar.d was introduced 
in 1964, while the women's 
competition was introduced 
in 1992. 

Canoeing is of two types, 
kayaks and Canadian. The 
Canadian canoes use a paddle 
with a single blade while 
kayaks use paddles with a 
blade at each end. Rowing hc^ 
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been an Olympic sport since 
1900 and women's event was 
added in 1976. All events take 
place over a straight 2,000 
metre course. Three new 
events were added in Atlanta, 
men's and women's light¬ 
weight double sculls and 
men's lightweight coxlcss 
fours. Yachting had seven 
boat classes in the 1996 games 
and has been an Olympic 
sport since 1896. 

There are three types of 
cycling events: track, road 
racing and mountain biking. 
Women’s cycling was intro¬ 
duced in 1984. In Atlanta the 

Atlanta 
H i G H L 

Tiny nations like 
Belgium and Ireland exulted 
over the maiden triumph of 
their swimmers and Ecuador 
produced a walking champi¬ 
on. Japan was not overawed 
by world tixp soccer winners 
Brazil 

There were tales of hero¬ 
ism too at Atlanta. The 15 year 
old Kerri Strugg became his¬ 
tory as she chanted "I will, I 
will" while taking the final 
vault despite a strained ankle 
and won the US their first 
team gold in gymnastics. She 
became a national hero. 
Australian Wendy Schaefter 
rode to gold despite a broken 
leg and her compatriot 
remounted to finish the cross- 
cotmtiy unmindful of broken 
ribs and a collar bone. India's 
Inderjit Lamba was the 
coolest one and finished last, 
becoming the most expen¬ 
sive failure. 

Athletics 

Michael Johnson of the 
US completed an unprece- 


cross country mountain-bike 
races were new, for which a 
12-km course was made. 

Shooting has been in the 
Olympics since 18% and tfte 
women's events were added 
in 1968. Competitors shoot at 
a fixed target from a set dis¬ 
tance. In trap and skeet events 
they fire a shotgun at moving 
clay targets known as clay 
pigeon shooting. Fencing 
comes from duelling and" has 
been in the Olympics since 
18%. Women's fencing came 
in 1924. To score points, 
fencers must hit target areas 
on the opponent's b<)dy. 

Olympjcs 

I G H T S 

dented double in the men’s 
200 and 400 m. In tlie 200 m he 
created a world record by 
docking 19.32 s, beating his 
own record of 19.66 s. 

Fastest man; Canada's 
Donovan Bailey became the 
fastest man ever when he 
won the 100 m in world 
record time. He overcame a 
poor start to scorch the track 
over 9.84 seconds to delight 
the crowd, depressed after 
the bombing of the Centennial 
Olympic Park. The previous 
world record was 9.85 sec¬ 
onds by Leroy Burrell of the 
US. With this, Canada could 
undo the tarnish that Ben 
Johnson had acquired in the 
Seoul Olympics, when he was 
disqualified on the grounds 
of drug abuse, after a record 
win of 9.79 seconds in the 
same event. 

Fastest Woman: The 
100m race saw some tense 
moments when Gail Devers 
and Gwen Torrence of the US 
and Merlene Ottey of Jamaica 


hit the finishing line together. 
Gail Devers won by a 
minute margin, docking 10.94 
seconds. She became the first 
person since Wyomia Tyus 
(1964 and 1968) to repeat in 
100 metre event. 

, Marie Jose-Perec of 
France won the 200-400m 
double, becoming the second 
sprinter in Olympic history to 
acquire the double. She 
impressed the crowd with 
her grace and power, to beat 
Merlene Ottey of the US and 
gained an edge in the final 
five metres. She has retained 
her Olympic 400 m triple with 
an amazing run Aat has 
made her the third fastest 
woman in that distance She 
won in Atlanta in 48.25 sec¬ 
onds 

Ghada Shouaa won the 
heptathlon and became the 
first Syrian to win an 
Olympic gold. Part time 
worker in a Damascus elec¬ 
tronic store, Shouaa laid 
clainas to the title of the best 
allround woman athlete. 
Earlier, USA's Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee, who had the six high¬ 
est scores in the heptathlon 
history, was forced to pull out 
on a sad note following a 
hamstring injury. By winning 
the gold, Shouaa laid claims 
to the tide of the best all¬ 
round woman athlete. 

The men's decathlon, 
which consists of 10 events 
mixed into one gruelling con¬ 
test spread over two day.s 
was won by Dan O'Brien. He 
had failed to qualify for 
Barcelona Olympics. 

One of the most poignant 
images of the Atlanta 
Olympics was Carl Lewis 
holding a bag of sand from 
the long pit jump where he 
won his ninth gold medal. It 


was a steely determination 
that helped him recover from 
a horrible hamstring injury 
last season. He matched the 9 
gold medals feat of athlete 
Paavo Nurmi (Finland), gym¬ 
nast Larysa Latynina (former 
Soviet Union) and swimmer 
Mark Spitz (USA). He wanted 
to win his tenth medal and 
create a new record, but was 
not allowed to rompete in 
the 4xl00m relay. 

Romance of the Olympics 
took on a new meaning when 
lovebirds Gail Devers and 
Kenny Harrison landed a 
remarkable athletics double. 
Moments after Devers had 
sprinted to a victory in the 
100m, their partnership was 
cast in gold when her 
boyfriend completed his half 
of the perfect match with a tri¬ 
umph in the triple jump. 

Jefferson Perez won a 
walking gold and the first 
Olympic medal in Ecuador's 
history. His wm gave Ecuador 
a chance to celebrate on the 
streets 

The USA, a traditional 
winner of relays, was handed 
its first defeat in the 4xl00m 
and tamed embarrassingly on 
home turf by Canada. 

Swimming 

American swimmers 
dominated the swimming. Jeff 
Rouse, the world's best back- 
stroker, won the 100 m race. 
Amy Van Dyken fought off a 
strong challenge in the 100 m 
butterfly. The US also 
remained unbeaten in 
Olympic men's 400 freestyle 
relay. 

Michelle Smith of Ireland 
won the gold in women's 
swimming 100m. South 
African Penny Heyns earned 
her coimtry's first gold medal 
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since it returned to the 
Olympics after a dttee decade 
ban. She created a new world 
record in the 100 m breast¬ 
stroke. In the 200 m freestyle, 
Claudia Poll of Costa Rica 
won her country's first gold 
medal by beating world 
record holder Franziska Van 
Almsick of Germany. 

Hungary's Krisztina 
Egerszegi powered her way 
into history when she won the 
200 m backstroke to become 
the first swimmer to win 5 
Olympic individual event 
golds She also became the 
first woman, since Australian 
Daum Fraser, to win the same 
event in three straight 
Olympics. 

Fu Mmgxia of Chma 
defended her Olympic diving 
championship of the 10- 
metre platform title that she 
won m Barcelona when she 
was just 13 Now 17, she 
won by an enormous margin 
of 42.36 points leaving 
Annika W^ter of Germany 
with silver and USA's Mary 
Ellen Clark with bronze. 

Gymnastics 

World Champion Lilia 
Podkopayeva (Ukraine) 
extendi her reign as queen 
of Gymnastics when she won 
the Olympic gold widi a near 
flawlew 9.887 in floor exercis¬ 
es. The American gynmasts, 
winners of 5 golds at 
Barcelona, stmnbled out of 
contention on their floor exer¬ 
cises and left the podium in 
tears. 

Kerri Strug secured Ihe 
first American gold in 
Olympic women's gymnas¬ 
tics, b^re coQifising in pain. 
She was cani^ out on a 
stretcho', just before the score¬ 
board fladied the final points 


confirming the American vk- 
tory. It was foe first time since 
1952 that gymnasts from the 
former Soviet Union did not 
win a gold. 

Weightlifting 

China had a difficult time 
at foe Olympics, but not m 
weighfoftfog. Zhan Xugang, 
foe 1995 diampion, won gold 
medal and broke foe world 
snatch, dean and jerk and 
overall marks to underhne his 
dominance. Giving a wonder¬ 
ful di^lay of controlled lift¬ 
ing in foe snatch section, he 
beat Kim Myong-Nam of 
North Korea. 23iang won with 
a total of 357 5 kg (1625, 195 
kg). 

China's Tang Ninsheng 
won foe gold medal equalling 
foe world record in the 59 kg 
weight division Tang won 
wifo a total of 307 5 kg (137.5 
kg, 170 kg), a new world and 
Olympic record. He held foe 
bar aloft for more than 10 sec¬ 
onds until his personal coach 
rqp to foe pofoum and told 
him to drop it In the men's 
siqier heavyweight division, 
Russia's Andrey Chemerkin 
set a new world record. He 
won wifo a combined lift of 
457.5 kg 

Cycling 

Europe did well in 
Cycling, with Miguel 
Indurain of Spam havmg won 
his individual trial gold; 
France bagged theirs in foe 
team pursuit European coun¬ 
tries managed to retain foeii 
supremacy in Cycimg, as they 
did earlier in the Barcelona 
Olympics. 

Notorious loner leannie 
Longo-Ciprelli sped away 
with foe women’s road race to 
win gold. Ixing isolated by a 


tumultuous xelationfo^ wrifo 
foe French Cycling Fedaation 
and her team-mates, foe road 
racer trained by herself and 
travelled to Atlanta on her 
own. Longo-CiprelU, a five¬ 
time world diampion in the 
road race, capped her magnif¬ 
icent 18-year career with foe 
Olympic gold that long elud¬ 
ed her. She won foe 104.3 km 
road race in 2 hours, 36 min¬ 
utes and 13 seconds, 25 sec¬ 
onds ahead of silver medallist 
Imelda Chiappa of Italy. 

Soccer 

Some remarkable upsets 
were seen. World Champions 
Brazil were beaten by japan 
0-1 In anofoer upset, Mexico 
toppled Italy. Brazil was 
stunned once again when it 
lost to Nigeria 4-3 in sudden 
deafo. Wifo this, foe country 
lost a chance to win foe only 
soccer prize; it has never won 
the gold medal m Olynqiics. 
Argentina dinrhed a place m 
the Olympic soccer final for 
the first time in 68 years wifo 
a 2-0 win over Portugal. 
Nigeria captured foe soccer 
Gold by beating Argentina m 
foe fm^ 

Archery 

South Korean women 
dominated Archery wifo a 
fierce possessiveness to win 
their team gold. They have 
been bagging the gold at fois 
event since the last three 
Olympics. On foe ofoer hand 
foe South Korean men's team 
lost narrowly to foe US and 
had to settie for a alver. Their 
consolation perhaps would be 
that they lost only by the 
minutest of margin. So 
minute, that magnifying 
glasses had to be used to 
deteemine foe gold winner. 


Bonme 

Cuba's performance m 
Boxing saw a dip this 
CHympics. Amongst foe 
Cifoan boxers Maiko Romero 
did well by claiming his gold 
in foe Flyweight category as 
did Victor Vinent when he 
beat foe Geiman CBctay Uknd 
to win the 63.5 kg gold. 
Ukraine came into foe lime- 
Ught when their siqjerheavy- 
weight Vladimir KHchko took 
home his boxing laurel—one 
of the 9 golds that foe 
Ukranians claimed at Athmta. 
Kazakhistan not oniy won 
their first boxing gold but 
foeir light heavywei^t VasUii 
Jirov was also awarded foe 
Val Barker Trophy for being 
foe best fighter. 

Apart from foe strength 
and perseverance shown by 
sportsmen in foe boxing ring, 
this year's games will be 
remembered in history as the 
year foat honoured one of the 
most popular boxen the 
world has seen. Muhammad 
Ali was presented wifo a sec- 
c«id gold medal to rqilace foe 
one he had thrown into foe 
Cfoio river after winning it in 
foe 1960 Rome Olympics. A 
victim of foe Parkinson's dis¬ 
ease, All had also lit foe 
Olympic flame to signify foe 
start of the games. 

Table Tennis 

China sweeped all foe 
four gold medals as also took 
three silver medaLs. In fact, in 
foe men's singles finals both 
players were from China, 
such was foeir domuiance. 

Hockey 

The hockey gold medal 
was won by Holland who 
defeated Spain 3-1 in foe final, 
'The bronze was won by 
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India’s padiettc performance 

The Indian team took the advice of participating without playing seriously. It also revealed 
the serious shortcomings in the sports management in the country and the callous attitude of 
the organisers in using the Olympics to comer free trips to Atlanta rather than investing in 
training and facilities of the athletes. Indian sports were thoroughly exposed. 

Indian hopes were anchored on shooters Jaspal Rana and Mansher Singh, wrestler 
Pappu yadav, equestrian Inderjeet Singh Lamba, judoka Aarti Kohli, boxers Devendra Thapa 
and Lakhan Singh. There were in all 47 spotts^rsons who represented the nation and 
almost twice as many officials accompanied them to the games. Considering the size of the 
contingent, the Indian performance was an unmitigated disaster. 

Jaspal Rana performed poorly attaining 534 out of 600 in the 50 metre free pistol event. 
Witir this, he finished last in a batch of 45. He admitted tfrat he had not practised much for the 
games. In that case, hs being part of the team can be qu^oned. Wrestler Pappu Yadav 
was thrashed tO^ in the Greco-Roman category. Since he did not qualify for the 48 kg cat¬ 
egory, he had to be admitted into the 52 kg category. 

Equestrian Lamba finished last in the 35 rider field and in fact was eliminated in the 
endurance test. His was the most expensive failure, with an expense tag of Rs 30 lakhs. 
Though he was sent 10 days before the opening ceremony, he did not start training till 2 
days prior to the start of the games. Judoka Kohli was beaten at the first round in 3.30 sec¬ 
onds. The boxing contest had to be called off after Devendra Thapa was thrashed badly in the 
ring. The table tennis player Ambika Radhika lost in the opening round in just 14 minutes. 

It has been claimed that the selectors of the Indian federation operate more as 
politicians than sportsmen, the chief motive being to 
get free tickets to go abroad. Among the questionable 
choices of people freeloading on the Atlanta trip were 
the Sports Minister, State ministers, MPs and observers 
of various kinds. Even Human Resource Minister S.R. 

Bommai took a free trip, presumably to preside over the 
country’s dismal performance. 

The only saving grace was Leander 
Pass’s performance. He won the lone 
bronze medal for the country. He beat 
Brazil’s Mellgeni and won an Individual 
medal for India after a gap of 44 years, the 
last being won by wrestler K.D. Jadhav. Bom to a 
sports family in 1978, he was indeed India’s most 
promising representative in the Atlanta Oiympies. 

Another sportsperson to come back with some grace 
was swimmer San^a Rani. Although she was nowhere 
near any medal she broke the national record in wom¬ 
en’s 50m freestyle beats. 



Leander Paes— 
ttie only medal 
ndnner lor India. 
He mn bronze 
in Tennis 






Australia. Holland had nev¬ 
er won an Olympic gold, 
having lost twice in the 
finals in 1928 and 58. ^ain 
has also not won gold in 
Olympics. They were the 
loosing semi-finalists in 
Moscow, where India had 
won the gold. 


Closing Ceremony 
The dosing ceremonies at 
die Olympics have changed 
over die years. When the coi- 
teimia! games ended at 
Adanta on August 5, 1996^ it 
was Uke an American opera, 
full of music. There was pop, 
rock and jazz in the night of 


concerts. 

Different groups per¬ 
formed horn cMerent plat¬ 
forms in different comers 
before they all joined to create 
the crescendo widi all the adi- 
letes joining in the middle. 
Ihe joy was infectious and 
spread to dw stands. 


President of die 
International Olympic 
Committee Juan Antonio 
Samarandi diose die occasion 
to refer to the Munich 
tragedy, where 11 Israeli ath¬ 
letes were killed in 1972. The 
families of the victims had 
been demanding that the 
memory of the dain adiletes 
be perpetuated. 

Ihe flags of the 197 par- 
ddpadng naticms circled the 
stadium. The flags of Greece 
and Australia were raised as 
their national andiems were 
played. The last games of die 
millermium were thus over 
and die flag handed over to 
die mayor of Sydney. As ai 
introduction, Kaigaioos and 
aborigines performed at the 
ceremony. The Olympic flame 
was finally extinguished at 
Atlanta and disappeared into 
the night, and would be lit 
again in Australia's largest 
and oldest dty. 

The Atlanta show was 
dubbed as 'Consumer Games' 
and the Sydney organisers 
have promised that the 2000 
Oljnnpics would be 'Athletes 
Games' in every respect. 
Sydney has assur^ diat ele¬ 
ments of con^titive sport 
will be ensured rather than 
the corporate concerns evi¬ 
dent at Atlanta. It would also 
focus on environmoital con¬ 
cerns and die games would be 
a role model for ecologically 
sustaiiudile development in 
the face of global warming, 
ozone depletion and water 
pollution. 

Australia is one of the 
thfee countries wko have 
attended every Games sinoe 
18%. They have remained . 
consistent medal winncn and ■ 
took their tally to 41 at 
Atlanta, from 27 in 1992. ' 
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TITBITS 

■ The organising committee of the Atlanta Olympic Games and IOC honoured 22 greatest 
athletes of modem Olympics. These were: Spiridon Louis of Greece (Athlete), Alvin 
Kraenziein of USA (AthMe), Archie Hahn of USA (Athlete), Dorando Pietri of Italy 
(AthietB), Jim Thorpe of USA (Athlete), Nedo Nadi of Italy (Athlete), Pare Nurmi of Finland 
(Athlete), Johnny Weissmuller of USA (Swimmer), Babe Didrikson of USA (Aflitete), 
Jesse Owens of USA (Athlete), Fanny Blankers-Koen of Holland (Athlete), Erri Zatopek 
of Czechoslovakia (Athlete), Dawn Fraser of Australia (Swimmer), WRma Rudolph erf USA 
(Athlete), Abebe Bikila of Ethtopia (Athlete), Bob Beamon of USA (Athlete), Mark Spitz of 
USA (Swimmer), Nadia Comaneci of Romania (Gymnast), Teoftio Stevmson of Cuba 
(Boxing) and Carl Lewis of USA (Athlete). 

■ Two of the American South's most famous sons, Martin Luther King and Muhammad All, 
were honoured for their part in Ate tong fight to achieve equality for blacks. 

■ Hungary's Krisztina Egerszegi created swimming history in Atlanta by becoming the first 
woman to win five C%mpic gold medals in individual events. 

■ In the four and a half hour opening ceremony, march-past by the contingents took half of 
the time. 

■ The fiist two golds of Atlanta Olympics were won by USA. 

■ loannis Melissanidis of Greece became the first Greek to win a gymnastics medal since 
the first modem games in 1896, when the Greeks won six. 

■ Atlanta Olympics had 197 participant countries, 26 sports, 37 disciplines, 16,500 athletes 
and officials, 150,000 members of the Olympic family, 40,000 volunteers, 2.5 million 
spectators, 3.5 billion TV viewers and 15,000 media persons. 

■ There were 1,838 medals, including 604 gold, in 271 events, up for grabs. 

■ Star wars composer John Williams conducted the 196-strong Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra for his majestic Olympic theme “Summon the heroes'. 

■ Linford Christie of England, who was once the world's fastest human, ended his final 
Olympics on a sad note. He became the first runner ever to be disqualifted from an 
Olympic 100 m final for false starts. He had won gold in Barcelona. 

■ The top corporate sponsorers of Atlanta games were; Coca Cola, Delta Airlines, Eastman 
Kodak, Visa, Bausch and Lamb, Time/Sports Illustrated, Xerox, Panasonic, IBM John 
Hancock, UPS, Nationsbank, Sara Lee, The Home Depot, McDonald's, Swatch, AT&J 
and Motorola. 

■ The smallest nation taking part in the Atlanta games was the South Pacific island d 
Nauru. The population of Nauru is 8,000, less than the 10,000 athletes participating in 
Atlanta. Nauru's Olympic squad consisted of 6 competitors, which came to 0.075 per cent 
d its population. Leading the challenge was Marcus Stephen, a weightlifter who had won 
three gold medals at the Commonwealth games. His popularity was such that his face 
appears on postage stamps. However, the country could not win a medal at ttie Olympics. 

■ Hong Kong won its first and probably last Olympic gold medal, won by Windsurfer Lee 
Lai-Shan. She was amply rewarded by Hong Kong banks and corporatims, and become 
an instant millionaire. Atnong her rewards are five years of free travel on Cathay PaeWe 
and a one-kitogram gold plaque valued at $ 13,000 and $ 400,000 in cash. 

■ In the 100 years since the modem Games began in 1896, each Game have seen the 
addition of some new disciplines. From nine disciplines in 1896, the numbers have now 
gone upto 20. Three more disciplines made their Olympic debut in Atlanta this year. They 
were; MOUNTAIN BIKING; In a bid to attract younger audience, mountain bHdiig, a craze 
in the United States, was introduced. BEACH VOLLEYBALL: This TV sport was made 
into a medal sport at Atlanta and was held on the beach just outside Atlanta. WOMBI'S 

i . SOFTBALL: This gams was introduced to increass women’s participation. It is fast and 
■ ' furious and the bail, despite what the name suggests, is harder than baseball. But it is 

•also heavier, bigger and easier to handle. 


Golit Medal winners at tfw 
Atlanta Olympics 

ATHLETICS 

Man's 

100 m s tias : Oonovan Bailey (Can); 300 m: 
Mldiaet Johnson (US); 400 m: Michael Johnson 
(US); too m: Vebfoem Rodal (Norway); 1800 m: 
Nouraddine Motceii (Alg); 3000 m Staapia- 
ebaaa: Joseph Ketsr (Kenya); 8000 m: Venuste 
NIyongabo (Burundi); 10,000 m: Halle G^r 
Selassie (Ethiopia); Discus: Lars Riedel 
(Germany); Siiot Pul; Randy Barnes (US); 
Javelin: Jan Zelazny (Czech); Hammar: Balazs 
Kiss (Hungary); Jump: Kenny Harrison 
(US); Long Jump: Cart Lewis: High Jump; 
Charles Austin (US); Pols Vault: Jean Galflona 
(Fr); DacaOilon: Dan O’Brten (US); Marathon: 
Josla Thugwane (SA); 30 km walk: Jetterson 
Pemz (Ecuador): 50 km aralk: Robert 
KorzerriowBki (Pol); 110 m hunflaa: Allen 
Johnson (US); 4 a 100 m relay: Canada; 

400 m huidtaa: Derrick Adkins (US) 

Woman's 

100 m: Gall Davers (US); 200 m: Marta-Jose 
Perec (Ft); 400 m: Marte-Jose Parse (Franca); 
800 m: Svetlana Masterkova (Russia); 1500 m: 
Svetlana Masterkova (Rus); 5000 m: Wang 
Junxia (China); lOJIOO m; Fernanda Ribelro 
(Por); Javelin: Hell Rantanen (Rnland); Discos: 
like Wytudda (Germany); Shot Put: Astrtd 
Kumbernuss (Gr); Long Jump: Chlotna Ajunwa 
(Nig); High Jump: Stefka Kostadinova (Bulg), 
Tripla Jump: Inessa Kravets (Ukr), Heptathton: 
Ghada Shouaa (Syria); Marathon: Fatuma Roba 
(Ethiopia); 10 km walk: Yelena Nikotayave 
(Russia); 100 m hurdlas: Ludmila Enqvist 
(Sweden); 400 m hunOaa: Oeon Hammings 
(Jam); 4 x 100 m relay: US; 4 x 400 m relay: 

US 

ARCHERY 

Man'a kidividual 70: Justin Huish (US); Man’s 
Team 70: US; Woman'a Team: South Koraa; 
Woman’s Individual: Kim Kyung-Wook (Koraa). 

BASKETBALL 
Woman: USA; Man: USA. 

BASEBALL 

Cuba 

BADMINTON 

Man's Sbiglae; Poul-Ertk Hoyer Larsen (Dan): 
Woman's SInglaa: Bang Soo-Hyun (S. Koiaa); 
Man's Doublaa: Rexy Mainaky, Rid^ Subagja 
(Indo); Woman's Doublaa: Qe Fai, Gu Jun (Ch). 

OOXINQ 

Fty w alght Maikro Romero (Cuba); Feather 
Waighb Somkiok Kamaing (Thai); Light- 
mhMIe: David Raid (US); LIght-haavy: VasUII 
Jlrov (Kazak); Supar-haavy: Vladimir Klichko 
(Ukr); Ught-AywalgM: (Daniel Bojllov Pekov 
(Bulg); Ban ta r nw a l ght: Istvan Kovacs (Hun); 
UgM Weight: Hodne SoltanI (Alg); WMtar 
walMd: Saftov (Rus); Middlawalght: Artel 

Hernandez K^ub); Heavyweight: Felix Savon 
(Cub). 

CANOEINQ 

Man'a 

Canoe SIngla Slalom: Michal MarOkan (Skwa); 
D oubl aa 1000 m: Andreas Dtttmar. Qunar 
Kirchbach (Get); Man'a 1000 m Canadian 
Wnglaa; Martin Ooktor (Czech); Man'a deuWaa: 
Frank AdcRson and WHfrad Fotques (Franca); 
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COVER FEATURE 


Kayak Slnj^ 1000 m: Knut Holmann Bobomi 
(Nor), Kayak Slnglaa Slalom Oliver Bax 
(Germany), Kayak DouMae 1000 m: Antonio 
Rossi, Daniela Scarpa (Ita), Kayak Fours 1000 
I m: Germany, 500 m Kayak Single: Antonio 
Rossi (Ita), 500 m Kayak pair; Germany (Kay 
Blulm, Tors Ten Qutsche), 500 m Canadian aln> 
glee: Martin Doktor (Czech) 500 m Canadian 
pairs (C2): Hungary 
Woman's 

Kayak Singla Slalom Stepanka Hilgertova 
(Cza), 500 m Kayak aingiaa (K1): Rita Koban 
(Hungary), 500 m Kayak pairs (K2): Sweden 
Kayak fours 500: Germany 
CYCtlNG 

Tsam purauK: France, Man'e Individual trial. 
Miguel Induram (Spa), 400 m Individual pur> 
euit; Andrea ColllnelH (Ita) Mountain Bike- Bart 
Brentjens (Holl), Man'a Road Race; Pascal 
Richaid (Switzerland), Woman’s Sprint: Felicia 
Ballanger (Fr), Woman's Individual tlma trial: 
Zulfiya Zabirova (Rua) Woman’a Road Raca: 
Jeannie Longo-CIprelli (Fr), Mountain Blka 
oreaa country final Paola Pezzr (Ita) 
EQUESTRIAN 
Tsam Drsaaaga: Germany, Individual drae- 
saga; Isabell Werth on Gigolo (Qer), Taam 
Gvant: Gemtany, Thraa-day tsam avsnt; 
Auatmlia, Individual 3^ay svant: Blyth Talt 
(New Zealand) 

FENCING 

Woman's Individual Foil: Laura Badea (Rom), 
Man’s Individual Foil: Alessandro Puccini (Ita), 
Woman’s Taam Foil: Italy, Man’a Tsam Foil: 
Russia 

GYMNASTICS 
Woman’s Taam Opdonal: US, Man’s taam 
avsnt: Russia, Woman’s All-round svant: Lilia 
Podkopayeva (Ukr) Woman’a Vault: Simona 
Amanar (Romania), Woman's Asymmetric 
Bam: Svetlana Chorkina (Rus), Woman’s floor: 
LHla Podkopayeva (Ukraine), Woman’s baianea 
beam: Shannon Miller (US), Man’a Floor 
Ekorelsaa: Loannls Melissanidls (Greece) 

Man’s Rlnge: Yurt Chechl (Italy), Man’s Parallel 
Bara: Rustam Sharlpov (Ukralns), Men’s 
Pommali Horae LI Oonghua (Switzerland), 
HorizoiTtal bar; Andreas Wecker (Germany), 
Man’s Vault; Alexei Nemov (Russia) Rhythmic 
Gym; Spain, Weman’a Rhythmic all-round 
(Indiv): Ekatenna Serebryanskaya (Ukr) 
Woman’s Individual ail-round: Liiia 
Podkopayeva (Ukraine) 

HANDBALL 

Man. Croatia, Women; Denmaik 

HOCKEY 

Man: Holland, Woman- South Korea 
Fair play iroi^y; India 
JUDO 
Man 

Lightweight: Kenzo Nakamura (Japan), Extra 
Ughtwaight- Tadahiro Nomura (Jap), HsH-mld- 
dlswelgM; Olamel Bouras (Fr), Middleweight; 
Jeon Kl-Young (Kor), Half heavyweight: Pawel 
Nastula (Poland) 

Woman 

Extra lightweight: Kye Sun (N Korea), Mlddle- 
walght: Cho Min-Sun (Kor). Half middle 
weight: Yuko Emoto (Jap), Half heavyweight 
Ulla Werbrouck (Belgium) 

MODERN PENTATHLON 
Individual Ovarall: Alexander Parygtn (Kazak) 


ROWING 

Man’a 

Coxiaas four. Australia, Coxad aighta: 
Netherlands. Double Sculls: Italy; Coxtaaa 
pairs: Brrtain, Coxiaas ilghtwal^ loura: 
Denmark Singla Sculls: Xeno Mueller (Swit), 
Quadruple Sculls; Germany 
Woman's 

Double aeulla: Canada, Quadruple Seults: 
Germany, Coxiass pairs: Australia, Singla 
Sculls; Yekatenna Khodotovieh (Bel) 

SHOOTING 

Woman’s doubla trap: Kim Rhode (US), 
Woman's air platol: Renata Mauer (Poland), 
Men’s ah’ rifle: Artem Khadzhibekov (Rus), 
Woman’s sir rifle; Olga Klochneva (Rus), 

Man’s air pistol: Robeno dr Donna (Italy), 

Men’s SO m free pistol: Boris Kokorev (Ruitsia) 

Men’s trap; Michael Diamond (Aust) Man’s 25 

m rapid fim pistol: Rati Schulmann (Qr) 

SOCCER 

Men: Nigeria, Women: US 

SOFTBALL 

USA 

SWIMMING 

Men 

100 m bsekatroks: Jelf Rouse (US), 50 m 
frsastyla: Aleksandar Popov (Ruuia), 200 m 
braaststroka: Norbert Rozsa (Hungary), 100 m 
fraastyla; Alekaandar Popov (Rua), 100 m 
Butterfly; Devis Pankratov (Russia), 200 m 
fraaatyla: Danyon Loader (New Zealand), 
100 m braaatstroka: Frednk Deburghgraeve 
(Belgium) (1 00 6S New World Record), 200 m 
butterfly: Devis Pankratov (Rus), 200 m Indi¬ 
vidual medley: Attlla Czene (Hungary), 200 m 
baekalroke: Bred Bridgewater (US), 400 m Indi¬ 
vidual medley: Tom Dolan (US), 400 m 
fraeetyiar Danyon Loader (New Zealand), 1,500 
m fraaatyla- Kieren Perkins (Australia). 4x100m 
freaatyta relay: US, 4x200 m fresatyla i*tay: 
US. 4x100 m madlsy relay: US 
Wmrwn 

50 m fraaatyla; Amy Van Dykan (US); 100 m 
bsckstroka. Beth Botsford (US), 100 m 
fraeatyle: Le Jingyi (China), 100 m breast¬ 
stroke: Penelope Heyns (South Africa); 100 m 
butterfly: Amy Van Dyken (US), 200 m butter¬ 
fly: Susan O’Neil (AustrsNa), 200 m freaatyls: 
Claudia Poll (Costa Rica), 200 m backstroke: 
Krlsztina Egerszegl (Hungary) 200 m Individual 
medley- Michelle Smith (Ire). 400 m fraeetyle: 
Michelle Smith (Ire), 400 m individual medley: 
Michelle Smith (Ire) BOO m freestyle- Brooke 
Bennett (US) 4x100 m freestyle relay: US, 
4x100m fraeatyle madlsy: US. 200 m breast- 
Stroks: Penelope Heyns (South Africa) 
SYNCHRONISED SWIMMING 
Duel Final: USA 
DIVING 

Men’s epringboard: Xiong Ni (China), 

Woman’a springboard: Fu Mingxia (China) 
Man'a platform- Dmitry Sautin (Rus) Woman's 
platform: Fu Mtngxia (Chn), 

TABLE TENNIS 
Men's doubles; Kong LinghuHiu Quoilang 
(China), Women’s douUaa: Deng Taping, Qiao 
Hong (Chn), Man’a aingiaa: Liu Guoliang (Chn), 
Wwnen’e singles : Deng Taping (Chn) 
TENNIS 

Men's aingiaa; Andre Agassi (US), Woman’s 
singlea: Lindsay Oavsr^rt (US), Men’s 


dauMas: Todd Woodbndge, Maik Woodforde 
(Aus), Woman’s doublet: Mary Joe Ftmandaz, 
Gigl Fernandez (US) 

VOLLEYBALL 
Man; Holland, Women: Cuba 
WRESTLING 
Qreeo Roman 

Flywaight (52 Kg): Valentin JordBnov (Bui), 
Featha<weight (B2kg): Tom Bronds (US), 
Welterweight (74kg); Buvaysa Saytev (Rus), 
LIght-haavywalghI (BO kg): Rasul Khadam 
Azghadi (Iren), Heavyweight (130kg)-. Mahmut 
Demir (Turk) 

Fraaatyla 

Light flyweight (4tkg): Sim Kwon-Ho (S 
Korea), Flyweight (B2kg): Armen Nezaryan 
(Armenia), Bantamweight (57kg); Yuri 
Melnichenko (Kaza), Featherweight (nkg): 
Wiodzimterz ZawadzkI (Poland), Ughtwaight 
(SBkg); Ryszard Wolny (Poland), Waltarwalght 
(74kg): Pallbeito Ascuy Aguilera (Cuba), 
Middleweight (62kg): Hamza Yerlikaya (Tuifc), 
Llght4wavywMght (BOkg): Vyacheslav Oleynyk 
(Ukr). Mid haavywaight (100kg): Andrzej 
Wronski (Poland), Haavywaight: Aleksandar 
Karelin (Rus) 

WEIGHTLIFTING 
Bantamweight (54kg): Halil Mutiu (Turkey), 
Wsttaiwaight (S4kg): Naim Suleymanoglu 
(Turkey), Ughtwaight: Zhang Xugang (China), 
MIddlarwight: Pablo Lara (Cuba), Mld- 
Hsavywaight (BBkg): Akakide Kakhlarshvilis 
(Greece). Haavywaight (lOSkg): Tim Talmazov 
(Ukr). Super haavyrvelght over 108kg): Andrey 
ChemerMn (Rus) 

YACHTING 

Man’a 470 elaae: Yevhan Braslavets, Ihor 
Matviyen, Woman’s 470 class: Theresa Zabell, 
Begone Dufresne (Spam), Man’s Soling Claas: 
Germany Man’s star class: Torban Qrasl, 
Marcello Ferrsire (Bm), Finn Class; Mateuaz 
Kusznlerewicz (Pol), Mistral Class; NIkolaos 
Kakiamanakis (Greece), Woman’s Mistral 
Claas: Lea Lai-Shan (Hong Kong) 


Final Medal Tally 

The following Is the medals tally o/ 


hrst ten countries 
Country 

G 

S 

B 

United States 

44 

32 

25 

Russia 

26 

21 

16 

Germany 

20 

18 

27 

China 

16 

22 

12 

France 

15 

7 

15 

Italy 

13 

10 

12 

Australia 

9 

9 

23 

Cuba 

9 

8 

8 

Ukraine 

9 

2 

12 

South Korea 

7 

15 

5 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

A Budget of Coalition 


The Umted Front had often cnhctsed the 
economic policies of the previous Congress re¬ 
gime when out of power Ironically, the first 
budget presented by it showed how hollow its 
criticism had been The budget did not have 
anything that could be said to rectify the mis¬ 
takes of the Congress It was in fact a carbon 
copy budget, which endorsed the liberalisation 
policies with a sprinkling of social spending and j 
infrastructural development i 

The irony ms even greater as the budget [ 
was presented by Mr P Chidambaram, a former j 
minister of the Congress regime who had de- I 
serted his party just a few months earlier It is [ 
doubtful that anyone had any hopes of radically 
different economic thinking, but if at all there , 
were such hopes, the budget shattered them all | 
It proved once again that our political parties 
have no ideology of their own and that the only 
economic thinking in the country ms one that 
suited foreign companies 

The budget endorsed all that the Congress 
stood for Reforms would continue, tiwugh half- i 
heartedly, as there ms no fresh thrust Then { 
was nothing in the budget that freed India's 
spirit from the suffocating grip of the politi¬ 
cians and bureaucrats Once again, the goivrn- 
ment admitted itsfailure to aintrol its spending 
Once again, the economy was sought to h’ coi- 
rected through a change in some percentage 
points in taxes and excise 

This feature describes the provisions of the 
latest budget and the likely impact of the bud¬ 
get But does It really bring a human face to 
reforms^ Will it boost the social sector or even 
i^wstrml growth'^ 

' I "HE budget of the recently installed Deve 
X Gowda government was presented by 
Finance Minister Mr P. Chidambaram on 
July 22,1996. It was an unexceptional bud¬ 
get, without any major changes in economic 
poUcy. Analysts quicldy pointed out that it 
was a pro-reform budget and not much 
diff^t from the budgets presented by the 
previous Congress government. 


The budget could be described as soft 
and attempted to please everybody. There 
was a proposed relief m tax for the middle 
class, higher allocations for bask minimum 
needs ‘■chemes and reduction of excise 
duty on many goods Resources for social 
sector spending were proposed to be raised 


through higher tax mobilisation. A 2 per 
coit special customs duty on unports was 
mtroduced, as well as a minimum alter¬ 
nate tax on companies which had managed 
to remam m the zero tax bracket 

Savings were sought to be introduced 
through a variety of tax concessions, in- 


EFFECT OF BUDGET 

...ON CORPORATES 

Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) if profits according to Income Tax provisions Is less than 30% pf 

book profits then the taxable income is taken as 30% of book profits Given effective corporate 

tax at 43% MAT works out to 12% of book profits 

Companies in power and infrastructure exempted from MAT 

Unused commercial property to be subject to Wealth Tax 

Companies can issue non-vofing shares up to 25% of paid up capital 

Mutual funds and venture capital funds allowed to vote 

...ON FINANCIAL SECTOR 

Long term capital gams reduced from 30% to 20% for DFIs 
Depreciation allowed on fmanciai ownership of assets 

Sale and lease back of assets vwitten down value of asset in the hands of the lessee to be taken 
as cost 

..ONINOIViDUALS 

No change in exemption limit 

Tax rate on lowest slab of income between Rs 40,000 to 60,000 reduced from 20% to 15% 
Standard deduction increased from Rs 15,000 to Rs 18,000 for men and from Rs 18,000 to 
20 000 for women 

Deduction lor interest payments for housing raised from Rs 10,000 to Rs 15,000 
Deduction for medical insurance premium raised from Rs 6,000 to Rs 10,000 
Contribution to a new Personal-cum-family insurance scheme of 6IC up to Rs 10,000 exempt 
from taxable income 

. ON INFRASTRUCTURE 

4 year tax holiday extended to investment in irrigation, sanitation, sewerage control 

Income of any fund dedicated in imrastructure free from income tax Section 88 limit raised from 

Rs 60 000 to Rs 70 000 for investment in any infrastructure fund 

Infrastructure Development Finance Company to be set up with an authorised capital of Rs 5,000 

crore Budgetary provision of Rs SOQ crore with an equal amount from the RBI 

..ON CAPITAL MARKET 

Limit of investment by an Fll in a single company increased from & to 10%, overall bmit remains 
at 24% 

Fils allowed to invest in unlisted companies 

..ON AGRICULTURE 

State-level agricultural finance coiporetions to be sat up 
Pm'ata sector commercial banks to be set up in rural areas 

Paid-up capital of NABARO to be raised from Rs 500 crore to Rs 1 000 crore, authoriaad eafiital 
to be Increased to Rs 2,000 crore 

Ru'Sl Infrastructure Development Fund to be continued with a corpus of Rs 2,S0O erara. 
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eluding a pension fund. To remove 
infrastructural bottlenecks, an infrastruc* 
ture development finance company was 
proposed to be established wift a share 
capital of Rs 5,000 crore. The budget had a 
deficit of Rs 8,924 crore. 

What direction the budget would take 
had alrcaiJy become clear with the release 
of the updated Economic Survey report a 
few days earlier. It had endorsed the eco¬ 
nomic policies followed by the Congress 
and it breame evident that there would not 
be any major change in the direction the 
country was going. 

Economic Survey: The update of the 
economic survey for 1995*96, released on 
July 20, 1996, indicated the thrust of the 
budget for the year. The survey endorsed 
the liberalisation policies of the previous 
go^|^ernment. It said that the reforms 
brought about a strong recovery in the 
growth of production and employment and 
restored health of the external sector. Over¬ 
all economic growtii during the first four 
years of the Eighth Plan (1992-97) was 5.9 
per coit, which was higher than the plan 
target of 5.6 per cent. Estimates of the 
Central Statistical Oiganisatiim (CSO) place 
the GDP growth at factor cost at 7 per cent. 
It was the first time that a growth rate of 
this magnitude had been achieved with¬ 
out any exceptional agricultural growth. 
The growfli rate for industry was 11.7 per 
cent and services 7 per cent. Inflation was 
down from 10.4 per cent to 4.2 per cent at 
the end of June, 19%. 

The update indicated that reforms 
would be stepped up in power, road, rail¬ 
way, port, irrigation and telecom sectors. 
Investment in agriculture remained an area 
of concern—thus the governmoifs greater 
emphasis on the rural sector. In fact, tiiere 
had been a slowdown in rate of agricul¬ 
tural growth, inspite of normal monsoon. 

The balance of payments came under 
pressure and though the exports remained 
buoyant at 21 per cent, there was a contin¬ 
ued surge in imports. 

Among the issu» and priorities, the 
survey reiterates the policy priorities. The 
.first is how to control the fiscal deficit and 
promote public savings. Ihe second is to 
improve the infrastructure while the third 
challenge is to have a rapid labour inten* 


sive growth for poverty alleviation. It is 
these concerns that have been highlighted 
in tire budget. 

Infrastructure: One of the prime ben¬ 
eficiaries of this year's budget is infrastruc¬ 
ture. This was in line with the Cortunon 
Minimum Programttw (CMP) of the gov¬ 
ernment, whi^ had stated that power, 
telecom, roads, railways and ports had to 
be developed. The National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI) was allocated a 
comrrrencement capital of Rs 200 crore. The 
plan allocation for ministry of surface trans¬ 
port has been increased to Rs 1,322 crore, 
an increase of Rs 240 crore, for enhancing 
national highways. Roads have been 
recognised as the single largest stumbling 
block to growth in almost every sector, 
ranging from tourism to urban develop¬ 
ment. Ihe 34,000 km ruitional highways 
network needs desperate enhancing. But 
the supematicmal highways project (SNH), 
which proposed to bring 10,000 km of vir¬ 
gin land under national highways at a cost 
of Rs 2,50,000 crore, finds no mention as 
tire feasibility study bids were unaccept¬ 
able. 

An Infrastructure Development Fi¬ 
nance Company (IDFC), with an 
authorised share capital of Rs 5,000 crore, 
would be establish^. A budgetary provi¬ 
sion of Rs 500 crore has been made, which 


by RBI. The IDFC will act as a direct lender, 
a refinancing institution and a provider of 
financial guarantees for infrastructure 
projects. 

However; in the power sector, toe Plan 
outlay has fallen to 6,621 crore from Rs 
6,722 crore last year. Allocation for Rural 
Electrification Corporation, which is the 
nodal agency for supplying power and 
installation of transmission lines in rural 
belts, has been cut down to Rs 50 crore 
from Rs 300 crore. This could indicate tirat 
the public sector power companies depend 
more on external commercial borrowings, 
but the drastic cut is against the policy of 
the government, which claims to be com¬ 
mitted towards the poorer sections of soci¬ 
ety. Allocation for the Tehri Hydel 
Development Corporation (THDC) has also 
been cut from Rs 211 crore to Rs 170 crore 
this year. The allocation of funds last year 
remained largely unutilised due to the agi¬ 
tations in the Tehri-Uttarakhand region. 
The National Thermal Power Corporation 
(NTPC), which is developing two major 
projects, Vmdhyachai and Kayam Kuliam, 
gets a Plan outlay of Rs 1949.89 crore while 
the National Hydel Development Corpo¬ 
ration has been allocated a Plan outlay of 
Rs 1,136.02 crore. 

Defence: The defence budget for 1996- 


will be matched by a similar contribution 


97 has been increased by a little over 8 per 


r 

GROWTH. SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT 



1 Sectors 1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 1993-94 

1994-95 1995-96 I 





(P) 

(Q) 

(R) 


Annual Growth RatM in Real GOP by Sectors 



1. 

Agriculture & Allied 

3.8 

•2.3 

6.1 3.3 

4.9 

2.4 

2. 

Industry 

7.2 

-1.3 

4.-1 4.2 

8.3 

11.7 

3. 

Services 

5.2 

4.9 

5.1 6.8 

6.0 

7.0 

4. 

Gross domestic product 
at factor cost 

S.4 

0.8 

5.1 5.0 

6.3 

7.0 


Aa percentage of GDP at Current Market Prices 



5. 

Gross domestic savings 

23.6 

22.8 

21.2 21.4 

24.4 

NA 

6. 

Gross domestic capital 
formation 9 

27,0 

23.4 

23.1 21.6 

25.2 

NA 

7. 

Gross fixed capital 
formation 

23,2 

22.1 

22.6 21,5 

22.5 

NA 

8. 

Change in stocks 

2.1 

0.6 

1.5 -0.2 

0.6 

NA 

P 

; Provisional Estimates 


Q 

; Quick EsOmates 



R 

: Revised Advance Estimatas 

9 

; Adjusted for errors and omtssions 


1 NA; Not Available 






1 Note: Industry Includes mining & quarrying, manufacturing, electricity, gas, water supply, and 1 

L 

construction. 
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cent over last year's budget. Allocation is 
Rb 27,798 cfore against Rs 25,500 crore last 
year. Since the revised estimates of defotce 
expenditure were Rs 26,879 crore, the real 
increase is only Rs 919 crore, about 3 per 
cent. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has 
severely criticised this allocation and it says 
that it will affect our defence preparedness 

Safety nets for the poor The social | 
sector gels higher allocations in the 1996 
budget An additional allocation of Rs 2,466 
crore for minimum basic services 
programme and Rs 1,200 crore mcrease m 
fundings to tire social sector have been 
announced A number of schemes have 
been introduced to provide "social safety 
nets" to vulnerable sections of the society. 

Two new insurance schemes have been 
announced for the middle class and poor 
The Life Insurance Corporation (LlC) will 
start Jeevan Suraksha, which will provide 
a monthly pension of Rs 3,500 crore after 
the age of 60 for a monthly premium of Rs 
250 for 30 years The second scheme, Jan 
Arogya, will be started by Cieneral Insur¬ 
ance Corporation (GIC) and will provide 
medical insurance cover of Rs 20,000 a year 
to a family of four for an annual premium 
of Rs 240 For an individual, the cover will 
be Rs 5,000 for an annual premium of Rs 
70. The maximum insurance cover under 
the Medicare policy has been raised to Rs 
3 lakh from Rs 83,000 

An increase of Rs 1,189 crore has been 
proposed for the social sector State gov¬ 
ernments have been entrusted to cany out 
most of the social sector schemes The 
Central government will provide Rs 2,466 
crore to States to implement the United 
Front's basic minimum services 
programmes in 7 areas; drinking water, 
shelter for homeless, road connections to 
remote areas, primary education, mid-day 
■meal scheme, public distribution system 
and rural healA care centres. 

The other major social safety nets in¬ 
clude: 

1. Ex-gratia payment of Rs 50,000 each 
to families of truck and bus drivers who 
die in road accidents. 

» 2. Residential facilities for homal 

Xworken carrying loads) are to be set up 
Ivith a budgetary support of Rs 5 crore 

3. Old age homes and residential pri¬ 


mary schools for poor children with a sup¬ 
port of Rs 5 crore 

4. Setting up of women development 
corporations and training-cum-production 
centres for destitute women. 

5. A national lilnes assistance fund 
with an initial corpus of Rs 5 crore. 

Social sector: Allocation for educa¬ 
tion has shot up from Rs 1,825 crore to Rs 
3,388 for 1996-97, which is 3.86 per cent of 
the total budget allocation. Two major ba¬ 
sic education programmes that will b«i- 
efit are the district primary education 
programme and die mid-day meal scheme 

While the budget for health has gone 
1 up from Rs 647 crore to Rs 792 crore, the 
' budget for iamily welfare has shrunk from 
1 Rs 1,581 crore to Rs 1,535 crore, while that 
I for Indian systems of medicine remains 
I static at Rs 23 crore People suffering from 
' AIDS get a special tax deduction of Rs 
I 15,000 Donations to the National Illness 
' Assistance Fund, National Councils of 
Blood Iranstusion and other such funds 
j are made tax exempt Allocation for i 


women and child development has in¬ 
creased to Rs 847 crore from Rs 730 crore. 
Vfomen's development corporations would 
be established, as well as training-cum- 
production centres for destitute women. 
Allocation for Integrated Child Develop¬ 
ment Scheme has b^ raised from Rs .588 
crore to Rs 682 crore 

Agriculture; The plan allocation for 
agriculture has been mcreased by Rs 1^ 
crore to Rs 2,831 crore in 19%-97, besides 
increasmg allocations by overRs 5/XX) crore 
to agriculture and irrigation sectors to bring 
an additional 100,000 hectares under irri¬ 
gation within the next few years lega¬ 
tion and flood control has been agnificantiy 
enhaiKed from Rs 249 crore to Rs 1,267 
crore this year. A new Rs 800 crore scheme 
wiU accelerate the completion of major ir¬ 
rigation projects, each costing Rs 1,000 crore 
and implemented by various State govern¬ 
ments For other irrigation projects, an 
additional Rs 100 crore will be allotted this 
year. Rural developimnt has been allocated 
I Rs 7,520 crore as against Rs 7,137 crore m 



BUDGET 

ATAGUNCE 





1994-95 

95-96 

95-96 

1996-97 



Actuals 

BE 

BE 

BE 

1. 

Revenue Receipts 

91083 

100787 

110191 

130345 

2 

Tax Revenue (Net to Centre) 

67454 

74374 

81068 

97310 

3 

Non-liix Revenue 

23629 

26413 

29103 

33035 

4. 

Capital Receipts 

68695 

66364 

66213 

67737 

5 

Recovenes of Loans 

6345 

6730 

7411 

7048 

6 

Other Receipts 

5607 

7000 

1392 

5001 

7 

Borrowings and other liatNilties 

56743 

52634 

56410 

55688 

a. 

Total Receipts (144) 

159778 

167151 

17S404 

1»062 

9. 

Non-Plan i^enditure 

113361 

123651 

134320 

149975 

10 

On Revenue Account 

01 which 

93647 

106998 

113099 

128353 

11 

Interest Payments 

44049 

52000 

52000 

60000 

12 

On Capital Account 

19514 

16653 

21221 

21622 

13. 

Plan Expenditure 

47378 

48500 

48664 

54666 

14 

On Revenue Account 

28265 

29330 

30423 

33467 

*5 

On Capital Account 

19113 

19170 

18261 

21218 

16. 

Total Expendltun (9413) 

160739 

172151 

183004 

204660 

17 

Revenue Expendituie (10414) 

122112 

136328 

143522 

161820 

13 

Capital Expenditure (12415) 

38627 

35823 

394B2 

42840 

19. 

Revenue DaficH (M7) 

31029 

35541 

33331 

31475 

20 . 

Budgetary Defleit (6-16) 

961 

5000 

7600 

6578 

21. 

Fiscal Dafidt ((14S46)-16>7420] 

Fiscal DaHoit adjuitad tor Small 

57704 

57634 

84010 

62266 


Savings Loans to State i Union 





22. 

Territory Govammsnts 

48374 

50634 

53898 

51266 

23. 

Primary Deficit (21-11) 

13655 

5634 

12010 

2266 
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1995-96. 

Allocation to National Bank for Agri¬ 
culture and Rural Development 
(N ABARD) has been increased by Rs 2,500 
crore to provide loans to State governments 
to complete medium and minor irrigation, 
soil conservation and watershed manage¬ 
ment pn^cts. 

Subsidy on urea has not been reduced. 
The excise duty on tractors has been re¬ 
duced and the subsidy of Rs 30,000 given 
on each tractor has been extended to all 
categories. The subsidy scheme is to be 
extended to cover power dllers bought for 
cereal production. The subsidy on ^rin- 
klet irrigation systems has also been in¬ 
creased from 50 to 70 per cent and die 
ceiling raised to Rs 25,000 from Rs 15,000 
per hectare. Some categories like marginal 
farmers and scheduled castes will get 90 
per cent subsidy to buy sprinkler irriga- 
tbn systems. 

^te-level agricultural development 
finance institutions have been proposed to 
be set up to promote investment in com¬ 
mercial and high technology agriculture 
and allied activities such as horticulture, 
floriculture and agro-processing. The gov¬ 
ernment also plans to set up small, local 
area banks, each covering 2-3 districts, to 
boost investments in the rural sector. 

Public SectoR The government has 
fixed a disinvestment target of Rs 5,000 
crore for the year. This is lower by Rs 2,000 
crore against last year's target but the pre¬ 
vious government had managed to raise 
only Rs 168 crore through disinvestments 
in 1995-96, It remains to be seen how sin¬ 
cere this government is as far as 
disinvestment in the public sector is con¬ 
cerned. Three loss-making PSUs are to be 
revived, BharatYantra Nigam, Bharat Bhari 
Udyog and Hindustan Paper Corporation. 
A sum of Rs 449 crore has been provided 
for to write off their outstanding interest 
and other liabUities. 

A fund would be created for PSUs 
from the disinvestment, for strengthening 
them. A disinvestment commission is also 
to be set up to oversee the sale of public 
sector shares. 

Industry: The budget tried to be in¬ 
vestor-friendly. The list d industries quali¬ 
fying for automatic approval for foreign 


investment is to be expanded. Companies 
that default in payment of loan instaiments 
and interest will be debarred from floating 
new deposit schemes.The Finance Minis¬ 
ter announced amending the Companies 
Act, 1956, to allow for non-voting shares 
upto 25 per cent of the paid-up capital of 
the company. This meets a demand of the 
industry and wilt prevent takeover of com¬ 
panies. 

Small scale industry too gets its due. 
The Small Industries Development Bank 
(SIDBI) will refinance State financial cor¬ 
porations and banks for modernisation 
projects upto Rs 50 lakh. It will also pro¬ 
vide refinance to lending institutiems. 

Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT): 
What the industry hated in the budget was 
the introduction of the MAT. The idea is to 
bring certain zero tax companies to pay 
tax. Section 115JA imposes tax on compa¬ 
nies which have no taxable income. The 
old Section 115J was abolished in 1990 and 
is now to be reintroduced in the modified 
form. According to this section, if the in¬ 
come disclosed by a company is less than 
30 per cent of its book profits, then this 30 
per cent of book profits would be taxable. 
Some 1000 companies will be brought in 
Bie tax net and will pay an effective tax of 
j 12 per cent. Predictably, the industry is not 
pleased. The Sensex crashed, and there was 
a volley of protests from industrialists. The 
top tax payer under MAT will be Steel 
Authority of India (Rs 159 crore) followed 
by Reliance (Rs 156.63 crore). 

Reactions: Though the budget tried to 
please all, there were reservations not only 
I among the opposition but also among tlw 
government's allies. The BJP felt it had no 
direction, but tiie Congress was happy that 
its reforms policy had not been tampered 
with. The Left parties felt that more could 
have been done and that Mr Chidairibaram 
had tried to make nobody unhappy. 

To be fair, the Finance Minister did a 
neat balancing act, caught as he was in a 
coalition of varied interests. But the bud¬ 
get was disappointing since it was not very 
different from the path fodia has tread for 
many years. Where, for instance, was the 
commitment to reduce government spend¬ 
ing? Inspite of making noises, even tire new 
government lacked ^ courage to do any¬ 


thing about its grossly misused facilities 
by those in power. Instead, the Finance 
Minister appointed more committees to 
look into various aspects and make recom¬ 
mendations. 

The minimum alternate tax was a wel¬ 
come step, since many companies, includ¬ 
ing public sector ones, do not pay tax 
inspite of making huge profits. People 
criticised tire tax b^ause of sdfish motives, 
but there could be no moral justification to 
let such a state of affairs to continue. The 
budget, however; did not make any provi¬ 
sions to be strict with defaulters. 

Mr Giidambaram stuck.to reforms but 
was more anxious to stick to the status tfuo. 
There was no fresh thrust: privatisation of 
insurance was delayed once again inspite 
I of recommendations of the MaUiotraCom- 
I mittee. Nor did reform touch the agricul- 
i tural sector. One of the major weaimesses 
of the reform process is tiiat it is skewed 
towards the rich. For example, while the 
rich can buy the smart cellular phones and 
pagers, it still takes an ordinary man years 
to get a new telephone connection or even 
to get an old one transferred. When will 
reform touch the ordinary man? Unfortu¬ 
nately, this year's budget too ignores this 
serious shortcoming. 

Indian industry thus finds that the 
budget is made for the multinationals. The 
economic policy pronouncements favour 
the foreign conq?anies more than Indian 
companies. This is a major drawback that 
Mr Chidambaram is carrying forward from 
the Congress thinking. He has done noth¬ 
ing to break out of the destructive policies 
symbolised by Mr Manmohan Singh. The 
industry has called it "retrogade, 
directionless and anti-growth" and tiiere 
is increasing unhappiness about the eco¬ 
nomic thinking today. 

■ Will this be rectified in the future? Ana¬ 

lysts say that next year Mr Chidambaram 
will present a bolder budget, if the govern¬ 
ment does not fall by then. But there is no 
denying that an opportunity has been lost 
A government tiiat claims to be for tire poor 
has pushed with anti-poor policies 
tried to make cosmetic chai^ sudK at 
providing a little redttetion in personal tax. 
It is doubtful that many people are fooled 
by such measures. 
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ARTICLE 

Development of 
Infrastructure in India 


Infrastructure sector is of utmost impor¬ 
tance to any ikxvlopmg economy It forms the 
backbone of the entire deivlopmental frame- 
UKitk tn the economy A country with a strong 
and wcU-dnvlapcd infrastructure is not likely 
to face any bottlenecks on the road to rapid 
development This realisation has assumed 
importance w the Indian context, during the 
past few years of economic reforms and 
liberalisatum f oingn Direct Imvstnient (FD/) 
has picked up m India during the process of 
reforms, but in absolute terms FDl of $ 2 
billion during 1995-96 tn India is no match 
to the FDl of $ 18 billion m China during 
the same yeai One of the factors responsible 
foi low FDl in India has been a poorly devel¬ 
oped infrastructure in the country. 

Government's Responsibility 

E India, development of infrastructure 
coterminus with the overall growth of 
the economy in general and widi die in¬ 
dustrial growth in particular. Indian 
economy was badly siiattered by the sec¬ 
ond World Wai and the partition. After 
independence the government took refuge 
to what is called "Nehruvian" concept of 
economic development. Kteavy reliance 
was placed on industrialisation which, in 
turn, was heavily dependent on the pub¬ 
lic sector. As it was not possible to provide 
funds separately for development of in- 
ftastructure, an additional objective of de¬ 
velopment of economic and other infra¬ 
structure was also givoi to the public sec¬ 
tor. After a fairly good beginning, the 
public sector gradually bec^ k&gic 
and its performance was hampered by 
several factors, including excessive inter¬ 
ference from the government, lack of ac- 
countifoiUty, lack of professionalism, low 


produriivity, over-stafong and extremely 
poor financial performance. It was also 
realised that the govenunent's ability to 
undertake heavy mvestment m mfrastruc- 
ture is severely constrained and hence it 
was considered necessary to infuse heavy 
private investment m this crucial sector. 

Despite several measures taken by the 
government m recent years, to encourage 
private mvestment in the mfrastructure 
sector, public sector Is hkely to continue to 
play an important role in development 
of infrastructure Infrastructure is marked 
by long gestation periods, heavy mvest¬ 
ment and relatively low returns Under 
such a scenario it is apprehended that 
pnvate capita] may remain shy, notwith¬ 
standing attractive tax reliefs and incen¬ 
tives offered by the government 

However, public sector needs to take 
necessary steps to improve its performance 
in today's highly competitive environ¬ 
ment. While paymg direct attrition to the 
infrastructure, the govonment must also 
continue to pursue its policy of reforms 
m public sector, as it would supplement 
government's efforts of improving the 
infrastructure. Policy of disinvestment 
to a limited extent, Misnorandum of Un¬ 
derstanding (MoU) system, reduemg the 
excessive manpower and improving the 
financial performance are some of the 
important measures which can ensure 
rapid development of infrastructure by 
the public sector enterprises. 

Recent Measures 

QEVERAL measures have been taken by 
^the government recently to encourage 
private investment in foe infrastructure 
sector. Apackage to attract private invest¬ 


ment m the power sector was aimounced 
by tile government which included vari¬ 
ous mcentives like reduction of import 
duty by 20 per cent on power equipment, 
a five- year tax holiday for new power 
projects, a guarantee of 16 per cent rate of 
return on paid up and sul^ibed capital 
and a provisiem of counter-guarantees by 
foe Central government for a fow "frist 
track" power projects. 

The Fetroleiun sector has also wit¬ 
nessed some refom^ 'Diegovenunenthas 
allowed uiqxirt and distrfoution of some 
petroleum products, like LPG, LSfIS (Low 
Sulphur Heavy Stock) and Kerosene, by 
the pnvate sector, at market prices, to 
stimulate operational efficiency and new 
investment. IWo per coit equity of ONGC 
has been disinvested and more is likely 
to be disinvested during the years to 
come. Area of oil exploration and pro¬ 
duction has been thrown open to foe 
private and foreign companies in joint 
ventures with foe ONGC and Oil faidia 
Ltd (OIL). Even in the production of lu¬ 
bricants, private and foreign investment 
has been allowed. 

Air Corporation Act of 1994 has fa¬ 
cilitated foe setting iq> of several private 
air taxi services. During the year 1994-95 
six air taxi operators were granted the 
scheduled airline status. In tiie department 
of corrununicatfons, the new National 
.t'folecom Policy has opened up foe telecom 
sector for private participation in bask 
telecom services and allowed foreign eq¬ 
uity upto 49 per cent. In postal services 
too, the government has sacrificed its 
monopoly status by alkrwing foe private 
sector to enter into the distributian (rf postal 
stationery on commisaon basis. 

Several measures have been bihiated 
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to promote private participation in tite 
field of construction and maintenance of 
roads. Now investors in the road sector 
are eligible to seek funding from the fi¬ 
nancial institutions. The provisions of 
MKIP have been relaxed to enable the 
large firms to enter the field of road con¬ 
struction: The National Highway Act has 
also been amended to facilitate levy of a 
toll on the users of the road. Various 
modifications/relaxations have also been 
introduced by Railways and ports, allow¬ 
ing private participation. 

Financii^ Blu«i 

T IS performance of the infrastructre 
s^or however, leaves much to be de¬ 
sired. During the next five years (1997- 
2002), as per one projection, heavy inve^- 
ments are requii^ in power, roads and 
telecom sectors. Additional capacity re¬ 
quirement erf power during this period is 
projected at 57,000 MW, which requires a 
private investment to the tune of Rs 
1,70,000 crore. Road transport also needs 
equally h^vy investment during this pe¬ 
ri^ and the requirement of finances for 
ccmstruction of new roads, upgradation 
of existing National Highways, increasing 
the lanes and construction of express-ways 
is expected to require an exoibitant sum 
of Rs 1,50>Q00 crore. Similarly, going by 
the current demand and other trends, re- 
quhement for basic services and public 
sector would be to tiie tune of Rs 70,0(X) 
aoie. In other words, tire requirement of 
investntent in three sectors of power, 
telecom and roads itself is as high as Rs 
3,90,000 crore. 

Infriistructure sector has a long gesta¬ 
tion period and lower profitability, atleast 
in the short run. For example, a road project 
has a very long gestation period of about 
10 years, a horizon which is beyond the ca- 
pa^ erf any term lotding institution. WhUc- 
infirastructuie b conadered to be the latest , 
sensation in the liberalised Indian economy, 
the main problem which tills sector is likely 
to tece is (rf financing. From tiie traditional 
point of view, most tite finaixaal institu¬ 
tions may &id these infiastructuze presets 
unviable. Etnetgence of new canoept oi fi¬ 
nancing for tite power; transport and oil sec- 
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tots, therefore, was mevitabk. 

Recently, the World Bank collabo¬ 
rated with toe government of India to 
extend a $ 200 million loan for Infrastruc¬ 
ture Leasing and Financial services. 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) is also 
platming to lend $ US 600 million to fi¬ 
nancial development institutions, in¬ 
cluding ICICI, SCICI and IFCI. These 
funds are primarily meant for lending 
to the private infrastructure projects. 
But, considering the total requirement 
of funds these amounts are just peanuts. 

In addition to lack of adequate fund¬ 
ing and financing facilities to toe private 
investors in the infiastructure sector an¬ 
other dampner is the high risk profile of 
infrastructure projects. This sector is 
characterised by a very high risk at the 
beginning, whi^ starts coming down in 
the later stages. Being long term in nature, 
infrastructure projects run into serious con¬ 
struction period risks like cost and time 
over-runs. Even when the project is com¬ 
pleted, the demand for the services/facil¬ 
ity provided may come down drastically 
due to many reasons. Forrign exchange and 
interest rates fluctuations also pose danger 
to these projects. The cost over-runs can¬ 
not be passed on to toe consumers, as in 
most of the cases government moirf tors and 
controls the prices of products and services 
provided by the infrastructure sector. Last, 
but certainly not the least, is the political 
risk. Inadequate clarity of government 
policy on toe one hand and elmge of gov¬ 
ernment and its policy in the long-run on 
toe other, is bound to leave such projects 
high and dry. 

Future Outlook 

'T^HERE areno two views diatinfrastruc- 
JL hue plays a vital role in accelerating 
toe pace of economic development. Any 
slippage in providing adequate infrastme- 
ture would hanqio'the developmental pro¬ 
cess. To illustrate, the government of India 
wants to achieve the total exports to the 
tune of $ 75 billimi 1^ turn of toe century. 
To handle the huge quantum of goods for 
exports and an equal quantum of icapoti 
of goods, Indian ports need to'be 
modernised and equ^jped wito adequate 


capacities to handle the said volume. New 
ports nuy also be required to be built. In 
addition, Indian Railways and road trans¬ 
port must prepare itself to handleWito a' 
huge volume of goods to and fr^ ton 
ports. Adequate storage and wa^qus- 
ing facilities are required. At toe same 
time, either the existing lending mstiju- 
tions will have to prepare themse|ves to 
meet toe increased credit deriiands or,a 
new credit set up may be required to be 
promoted by the goverrunent. This is an 
example of only one of the developmen¬ 
tal targets. Similarly all toe targets re¬ 
quire to be matched by the infrastructural 
capacities. The inter-linkages are so 
strong that it does not allow any com¬ 
placency. 

In the years to come toere is a need to 
pump in huge amounts of funds in the 
infrastructural sector. With the role of pub¬ 
lic sector diluted by the process of struc¬ 
tural reforms, a lot of private investment 
needs to be encourag^. In unduly long- 
run projects, where toe financial institu¬ 
tions may not come forward to lend 
adequate funds and the profitability is also 
low, the private capital may be shy to come 
forward. The high risk profile of the 
projects may further dissuade the private 
investors who are generally attracted by 
the profit motive and quick returns. The 
government, therefore, not only needs to 
encourage the private investors by pro¬ 
viding more incentives, but also needs to 
ensure that the adequate finances at rea¬ 
sonable interest rates are available to them 
so that the infrastructure sector is able to 
meet the tough challenges which lie 
ahead. 

Government may also have to indem¬ 
nify toe losses due to demand risks, oper¬ 
ating risks, political risks and financial 
risks. Unless toere is an adequate risk shai^ 
ing by the governmott, the private capital 
may continue to flow into less risky, more 
prctotable ^d quick yielding projects. 
Although, in absolute terms, public sector 
may have failed to deliver goods as ptf 
toe expectations, toere is no denying ^t 
the nation owes most of the adsting infia- 
stiucture to the public sector. Even, in fu¬ 
ture, public sector may have to. play a 
major role in this field. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Should India Participate in 
the Olympics? 


Every four years Indvin sportsmen put 
up a pathetic display at the Olympics games 
Well-meaning people ask why we cannot, m 
our huge papulation, produce one athlete of 
world standards But the questions are soon 
forgotten and we turn back to our medioc¬ 
rity in sports as soon as the games end 
Though our performance at interna¬ 
tional events is a natioruU embarrassment, 
not a thought is spared as to how we can 
improve Rather than make a spectacle of 
the country, would it not be better to acquire 
some expertise and then send a team that 
stands a respectable chance of winning^ Or 
should we send sportsmen who begin to over¬ 
eat once they are abroad and are declared 
unfit to compete when their event is to be¬ 
gin^ What IS the justification of sending an 
Olympic team consisting of more officials 
and doctors than sportsmen^ 

As the Indutn team returns after put¬ 
ting up a sorry show once again at the Olym¬ 
pics, we delude the question what dould be 
done and whether India should refrain from 
entering international competitions until its 
performance reaches reasonable standards 

MrA Once dgain India has been 
unsuccessful in die Olympus. But 1 
dunk diat it is rather ur^ur that we 
should condemn our sportsmen In 
games, it is the spirit dut is more 
important, die spirit of partkipating 
rather than winning akme I would say 
diat India should definitdy participate 
in the Olympics. What wiU be our 
image in die world if we do not even 
con^ete? Ihie, we do not win medals, 
but participation does at least ensure 
that we are exposed to intemathmal 
standards. Rather than ccndemning our 


sportsn»n, we should provide facilities 
to them so that they can improve their 
performance I dunk that it has to be i 
tackled on a war footing. If we start 
now, we can be well-prepared for the j 
next Olympics, which are to be held in 
Sydney 

MrB 1 disagree to what you are 
saying Ibday, it is not enou^ to )ust 
parbapate m international events One 
must play to wm We have shown 
enou^ spint already by parbcqiatmg so 
many tunes but what is the pomt if we 
I are not able to wm anythmg^ Every time 
we go for such events, we come bi^ 
empty handed What purpose does that 
serve? Surely the unage of India does 
not improve merely by parbapating. On 
the other hand, it detenorates furdier as 
the world sees India's good-foMiodung 
contingent everytune If participation is 
what IS needed, India should send one 
or two athletes as a token parfaapabon 
There is no pomt m sending substan¬ 
dard adiletes who cannot wm anything 
The fact is that we are not good at any 
sport, nor are we competitive enough 
Ironically, our country fiends a lot of 
effort in makii^ the adiktes look good, 
die contingent went armed widi clodies 
by a leadmg fariuon designer. The 
emphasis unfortunately is on looking 
good than performing I am sure dut 
the world laug^ at the show we put iq>. 
What good does sudi participation do? 
We should be spared the national hu- 
mihatioti and not send a team to Sydney 
m 2000 moely for particqiatkm. If our 
performance k not good enoi^ let us 
put up a tidcen presence only 


MrC I fully agree with you It is 
embarrassmg when statistics are quoted 
to show that India is at the bottom of 
the list m terms of medals won cootr 
pared to the huge population we have 
Qiina, with a greata- population than 
ours, is better off Even then, our 
performance would have been forgiv¬ 
able if we had been good m any c^er 
held But, India has lost out m all 
iidds At the same time, scandals have 
broken out widi alannmg r^ulanty 
Our unage m die world is diat we are a 
soft State widi no real competitive 
spirit, where every person is a master of 
corruption The Olyrrqius show our 
weakness as a nation To add insult to 
injury, our country sends a large num¬ 
ber of officials, {oumalists and coadies. 
What IS the pomt of their going at ail? 
Everybody sees it as a hee trip abroad. 
The emphasis is on having a good time. 
It IS no wonder that one of our wres¬ 
tlers began to over-eat when he went to 
Atlanta and was disqualified for being 
overwei^t \^^nnmg is not important 
for diem, having a good time is. Let us 
not make tte same mistake at Sydney. 

MrA But it is not the player's 
fault. There ace no facilities in Inffia nor 
is there professional coaching So why 
blame die poor players? In other coun¬ 
tries, sports is given importance and 
players can practise without having to 
earn a tiving. But in our country, dUt is 
not die case. Instead of condenming the 
players let us budd fadlities and give 
full support to them. Oidy dien wiU 
they be fit to compete in the intenift- 
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tional arena- Not participating is not dte 
answer. Dobtg something about tiie 
problem is dte answer 

MrD I would not like to condemn 
the players but there is no denying the 
fact that they have been a source of 
embarrassmoit Before you begin to 
complain of lack of facilities in India, I 
would like to say that this time dtere 
was no lack of facilities. In hockey, and 
even m other games, the best facilities 
were provided This time, according to 
Secretary General of the Indian Olympic 
Association Randhir Singh, the prepara¬ 
tions were quite satisfactory. The teams 
received enough international exposure 
as they were sent abroad for training 
and to see the competition, ^onsors 
like Citibank and AT&T paid for cloth¬ 
ing, kits and diet money. It was re¬ 
ported that the sponsors paid $ 1,000 
per participant towards diet allowance, 
whi^ is not a small sum by any mea¬ 
sure. What more can you want? Facili¬ 
ties and money are not a problem any 
longer. Let us accept that we are )ust 
not good enough, that we have not kept 
pace with the changii^ technology and 
dw highly competitive world of interna¬ 
tional sports. us not take recourse to 
excuses and accept the facts. These are 
that we lack the skills and stamina to 
compete We are happy doing other 
things. 

MtE I think we should accept our 
limitations. Instead of being humiliated 
I every four years, we have to see 
whether an addete is capable or not. It 
would be better to stop partkipating till 
the time we reach nearabout interna¬ 
tional standards. Khushwant Sing^ has 
written tihat our people are largely 
vegetarian and taught up in a hot and 
humid climate. They can never stand 
up to bigger and more powerfully built 
meat-eating people. So we should not 
' waste time and nuuiey trying to com¬ 
pete for medals in events whoe 
strength is involved. But what stops us 
from developing those games whm 


agility and skill count more? We can 
certainly come up to standards in 
games like badminton, table tauiis, 
archery, shooting and gymnastics. We 
can take the example of China and 
other countries where players are 
selected right from school and given 
intensive training. Moreover^ die West¬ 
ern countries have far superior technol¬ 
ogy which our sportsmen cannot 
match. The State has to come forward 
in such a situation and make invest¬ 
ments to improve the level of sports If 
this cannot be done, then let's stop 
participating and save ourselves ^m 
national disgrace everytime. Let us 
accept after all that, without winning it 
is all useless. 

MrA You are equating everythmg 
with winning. Why don't you appreci¬ 
ate the effort put in by our sportsmen? 
Ajnd that too when Indian sports is 
managed by officials whose knowledge 
about sports is generally below average. 
There is so much politics that any 
sportsman must be a politidan to be 
included in die team. Facilities may 
have inqiroved over the years but then 
money carmot buy medals. We should 
remove politics from games. I also agree 
with your idea that we should select 
people right fiom school and g^ve them 
intensive coaching. But for diat a strong 


political wiQ is needed. Only if we have 
a good minister who is commitiBd to 
sports diat some good am happen. 
Unforhuiately our ministers are so 
invdved in scams that diey never have 
time to do anydiing for the country 
Usually, the minister in charge of three 
things is an insignificant politician who 
is not interested, I cannot, for example, 
even remember the name of our sports 
minister. So if there is no political will, 
nodting seriously can be done about 
our Olympic performance. 


MrB You are now giving a reason 
why we should stop participating in 
Olympics. If you say that there is too 
much politics and the minister is not 
bothered, why should we partici¬ 
pate? This is what we have been 
saying all along. The thing is that 
politics and government support are 
mere excuses An athlete in our 
country will have to overcome these 
hurdles and that is unfortunately the 
fact of life. Unless we are able to 
throw out the orficials and bureau¬ 
crats, we have to live with that 
reality. Since that is not likely to 
happen in the near future, ail we can 
say is that we stop participating till 
the time we build our capability. Let 
us not use Olympics as a means of 
sending officials on trips abroad. 


Spontort for the tmfltn town 

Never before has so much money been procured for the Indian Olympies team. The foUowins 
are the sponsors for the team red what ttiay footed. 

ATiT: An mcantive of $ 1,000 tor alt athlatee. 

CMbank Award tor every Individual medal winnw: gold Re 5 lakh; sHver Re 3 Wch, brona Re 
1 lakh For team events: Rs 16.10 and 5 lakh respacdvely 
Raabek' Kits and elothing tor the Indian hoekay team, 

NHte: Sports apparel for the anlln tndtan conOr^iont 

The dress at the Indian contingant was designad by fashion designer RItu Bari. 

Was this money and effort wasted? The Indten Olympic Assodatlon |IOA) made sure that aome 
of toe money was chaimallad to aeGvIllae other than sports It took a large contingant to Atlanta, 
Including some peopis not claartd by the Sports Ministry. The contingant tnckidad a former 
pttolic relations manager of XT and families 01 Influenlial peopis who are unknown to sports 
aretes A former hoekay coach, now settlsd to Qermany, was todudad. as were several other 
peopis who went as guests of the orgreWng committee. On the other hand, many NWtemen 
were not Included Some of the Indre ^XKtsman were stranded In the US, where Ak India 
refused to arrange toek transport from the John F. Kennedy Airport 
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MANAQEHENT 

MBA: Getting Ready for the 
Course 


If any carter has been hyped up m recent times, it is the MBA 
Everyone thinks fhaf it is a ticket to high salaries and penpiisites and 
that multinatiorud com/mies wiU compete among each ot^ to give a 
job to a fresh MBA. "Hdd three pboffins,r^ted too!''says Hie adver¬ 
tisement of a correspondence course promising to get cam^tes m this 
high flying career. Sidary surveys in magazxrus, tMh talk offive figure 
armings of young MBAs, are enough to turn anybody's 

7^ result ^ this hype is that students across the country are 
pished by peer pressure and parents into this course. The letters received 
by the Competition Master regarding this course also indicate that 
the average student along with Hie average engineer, ardutect and doc¬ 
tor in the country is trying for this lucrative career 

In this two part article, we look at what really to expect during and 
after the course The first part describes what studinds can expect dmng 
the course while the second part, which will be earned next month, wdl 
describe the expectation of companies when they hire fresh MBAs The 
high salaries are not without nsJes The artide will guiik MBA aspirants 
a^t their prospects and expectations so that Hiey can prepare accord- 
mgly for the career ahead It will also answer some fre{uenHy ashed 
questions about Hie MBA. 

Ask any MBA aspirant why he wants to do MBA and the 
answers follow predictable lines. Everyone wants to work in a 
multinational company and earn a fat salary, or is preparing for 
it since friends are into it. Few actually know what to expect horn 
the profossion. Almost everybody talks of a cousin or friend who 
has made it big in some company or the othet 

It is no wtmder that dm average student and even people m 
other professions and jobs have caught foe MBA bug. When 
making money has beo^ foe central objective of Hfo, who wants 
to be stuck in a career that offers less? 

Lack of information and counseUing results in young 
people applying in hordes whether they have foe aptitude or 
not, and foe mushrooming of sub-standard institutes catering 
to foe demand, which provide MBA degrees that can only be 
described as worthless. Very often, a person finds that the MBA 
degree does not ^t foe promised job in the multinational and 
frustrations arise. Moreover; if every MBA were to be taken by 
foe multinattonals, who would work for the Indian compa¬ 
nies, some of which ate as good as, or even better, than any 
multinatiQnal? 

The Managemnit Edwatioa Scenario 

Mana^ment education in foe country con roughly be di¬ 
vided into four groups. At foe tc^ are foe reputed imtitutes utd 


some university departments whidi have mainbuned foe high 
quality of their education. The second rung institutes me those 
star ted by industrial houses, whidi offer some surety of a job after 
the course. The foird rung are university departments which have 
not been able to iirqiait quality education but can provide jobs in 
regional industrial groups, the fourth rung are foose in^tutes 
which have neifoer the advantage of low foes of a university 
nor the backing of an industrial house. In recent times, a num¬ 
ber of academics, retired people, politicians and ofoers have 
started such institutes which remain essentially money mak¬ 
ing devices. 

Whidi institutes should one,, apply for^ Obvioudy, the com¬ 
petition for foe top institutes is great since everybody wants to do 
the MBA from one. There is no surety of getting in. It is, therefore, 
better to spread risks and apply for institutes whidi are lower 
down also. One should not apply to many of tiiem, since eadi 
a^qilication costs about Rs 1,000 and applying to all would mean 
spending a small fortune. Depending <m one's ability and confi¬ 
dence, one should select one or two institutes from each groti^ 
aiul apply accordingly. Of course, the prospects and jobs decrease 
as one goes down to the lower rung institutes. 

Students also have a problem in assessing an institute. There 
are several yardsticks available and cne should not go by ti«e 
beautifully printed prospectus that they have. Some important 
crmsiderations are: whether the institute has a permanent foculty 
and whefoer the faculty is profossionally qualified. Many insti¬ 
tutes depend on contractual, part time fooilty members. The com- 
mitmoit of foe part-time teacher is never to^. Ofoers d^iend on 
researche^type teadiers who have no idea how real businesses 
rqjerate. Wltet is required, instead, are people who have a practi¬ 
cal orientation and eiqierience. 

One should also check which jobs the institute is able to 
get for its graduates. Usually, some students get good jobs 
using their own contacts, which foe institute then prints iii its 
prospectus. It is important to see how industry rates foe insti¬ 
tute. 

Unfortunately, the student has no way of getting this info^ 
maticHi. There is no rating agency and ea^ institute makes tall 
claims about its degree. The AH fodia Council of Technkal Edu¬ 
cation (AICTB) has given its approval to many institutes without 
going into tti^ merits. This has caused great problems for stu¬ 
dents who harm no yardstick to go by except the AICTG approvaL 

which does not mtem a thing. The situatiem is further ccm^ioattKl 
Ity the fact foat sane are worfoless institutes; recenfiy some of 
them havebeen s»t notices by the MRTR Such instltittesnotonly 
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hav e wry hi^ fee, but use the T«IRI Quota'to cimimveRt tite law 
on donations and only take in studraits wlw can pay more. The 
degrees awarded by them ate quite useless. 

Training for the corporate worid 

But these are not questions that bodter the MBA aspirant. 
Clearing the entrance test and jouting the course are the irnmedi- 
ate hurdles and it is commonly believed that once a person gets 
in, he will most certamly become an MBA. Contrasted with courses 
for Chartered Accountant or Company Secretary, where some 
people get caught in the trap of repeat^ groups of papers, the 
MBA is a safe option. 

Not surprisingly, the sense of achievement in the MBA stu¬ 
dent is very high. The course becomes one huge ego trip. Many 
students do not spend as much time on their training as they 
should, thinking that dieMBAstamp will take them through jobs. 
This is only par^y true. No company takes a person for his label 
alone, but for what he can contribute. The MBA is chosen for his 
professionalism and his training, his skills aiul his ability to mart- 
age. The two years of training are therefore best spent in acquiring 
these skills. 

How are diese skills acquired? First, it requires gadieting 
knowledge and insight. Many students are used to their under¬ 
graduate classes where notes are made and scnne questions are 
mugged up near the exams, which is enough to see them through. 
The management course is unlike any of those courses. Applica¬ 
tion of knowledge and not mere bookish knowledge is required. 
That is why die good institutes lay emphasis on case discussions 
and group assignments. 

The student must learn everything that may be required in 
business situations. A good personality should be developed. Un¬ 
fortunately, many lower-rung institutes and university departments 
do not have fatties for personality development or teachers 
trained in group methods. The result is a stunted MBA which no 
good conqtany would like to touch. It is thus important to do the 
course from a reputed institute. 

The bad institutes do not insist on hard work simply because 
they are not committed. There is emphasis on partying and hav¬ 
ing a good time. Many institutes in and dsewhere are known 

for sudi activities. To hide tiieir shortcomings, they have collabo¬ 
rations with fancy sounding foreign universities and introduce 
exotic courses like yoga, spiritualism and "Eastern Management". 
One institute advertises a golf course and swiriuning pool on ite 
campus. The corporate sector is usually not impress^ by such 
gimmicks. 

Many students come to grief when they find that their 
expensive diplomas are not good enough to get them jobs. In 
many institutes, the toppers get the good jobs but the average 
students have to accept lower offers. Youngsters who believe 
that merely the MBA label is a ticket to the good life face se¬ 
rious adjustment problems and frequent change of jobs. The 
MBA, in fact, should be treated only as a time to prepare for 
the corporate world. 


Qualities to be acquired 

A good institute, on the other hand, puis pressure on the 
students to be on toes and iqrdated in th^ sul^ects at all 
times. Graduates report tiiat in certain semesters th^ get very 
littie sleep, so hard is tite pressure to perform. Tests are announced 
at the last moment when tite students are preparing to sleep, so 
that a person must be updated in all subjects at all times. Case 
studies enhance the applicability of concepts and theory to real 
life situations. This results in a person acquiring professional com¬ 
petence. Ultimately, the MBA must be seen as preparation for 
oitry into the corporate sector. 

A conqtetitive spirit must also be developed. A corporate 
career is not one for comfortable jobs and tite sooner a person 
acquires the competitive spirit, the better off he will be. 

Snee any job in a company will require a person to make 
presmtations and to convince others, a person must learn presen¬ 
tation skills and be a natural leader. Ability to take good decisions 
under pressure is also required. Many skills, such as quantitative 
analysis, are learnt from books but analysis of business situations 
is alM required This is done through case studies. 

The summer training is another method of using the knowl¬ 
edge m real life situations. The training should be used as an 
opportunity to prove oneself and some meaningful work should 
be done. Professional conqtetence is rewarded when the summer 
training results in an offer of a permanent job on completion of 
the degree. In this way, many students find jobs during foeir sum¬ 
mer training, much before the actual completion of their course. 

A student must keep a level head even though everybody he 
meets says that clearing the entrance test was a big achievement. 
The real achievement is to come after two years when jobs are 
required. The years in the institute should be utilised to learn the 
skills in the b^t possible way. If the student is not busy enough, 
the MBA degree will be worthless even though it may have a 
fancy name. 

Managing Expectations 

One of the myths that students have is that they will be¬ 
come senior managers the moment they complete the MBA. 
Certain companies have found that expe^tions and ambitions 
of MBAs are difficult to meet and they have taken policy deci¬ 
sions not to hire fresh MBAs. Though the MBA is a coveted 
degree, it becomes iitqtortant to keep a level head and keep 
one's expectations low. According to the hype, an MBA is a 
senior manager, but fresh MBAs are usually taken at tite level of 
maruigement trainees. Initially, some low and tedious work may 
have to be done. 

If a student is not reconciled to titis, frustrations ate bound to 
arise. Job hopping is common, whidi ultimately hurts tite career 
of tite youngsten Furtiter, the company too has its expectations 
from the management graduate to whom it is paying a h^ sal¬ 
ary. The second part of the article will describe what is expected 
of tite MBA in a company. Somewhere, the expectatirats have to 
be reconciled for tite high growtit career of management to be a 
success. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations and 
opportunities Insdtutes should send us mformation m advance to be in¬ 
cluded here Readers are advised to assess their own suitability and that of 
the institute before applying—this feature is not a recommendation of any 
course or institute 

Amnaulieal EnglnMrtng 

Diploma* In Aeronautical Englmtring (5 years) Eligibility Class 
12 with minimum 60% marks Last date August 30 1916 Apply to Indian 
Institute of Aeronautical Engineenng 179 Kalldas Road Dehradun-248001 
with a DO of Rs 100 

Archival Studies 

Diploma In Archival Studies (1 year) Eligibility MA History with 
minimum 50% marks Apply to Director General of Archives National Ar¬ 
chives of India School of Archival Studies Janpath New Delhi 110001 
with a OD of Rs 40 

Astronomy and Astrophysics 

Research Scholars in Experimental Astronomy Eligibility M Sc 
in Physics or Astronomy with first class Last date August 26 1996 Apply 
to Establishment Officer Tata Institute of Fundamental Research Homi 
BhabhaRoad Mumbai 400 005 

Aviation 

Bachelor of Aviation Apply to Campus Abroad Vqaya Complex 
5th floor Asiad Colony Anna Nagar West Madras 60010 i 

Banking 

Officers In Grade B, Reserve Bank of India Eligibility First class 
bachelors degree and age between 21 26 years Written test October 27, 
1996 Apply in the prescnbed format to Dy General Manager RBI Services 
Board Hong Kong Bank Bldg MG Road Mumbai 400001 with a DD of Rs 
50 

Distance Learning 

Diploma in Personnel Management and IR Last date August 20 
1996 Apply to Institue of Personnel Management and Industnat Relations 
SCO 268 &ctn'35D Chandigarh 160 022 with a OD of Rs 120 

Environmental Sciences 

MjSc (Hons) in Environmental Sciences Eligibility B Sc/M Sc 
with minimum 50% marks Entrance test in general science and environ¬ 
mental aptitude Apply to Registrar Guru Nanak Dev University Amritsar 
with a DD of Rs 75 

Interior Design 

1 Diploma in Interior Design Eligibility Class 12 Apply to Van 
Treight institute of Interior Design, 17 Gaushala Road ChattarpurTsmple 
Road, Satban New Delhi with a DD of Rs 200 

Z National Diploma Coura* in Interior Design (Jenson A 
Nicholson) (1 year) Apply to Exterior-Interiors, f-AS Kalka]i, New 
Delhi-110 019 


Journalism 

Diploma in Journalism (9 months) Etagibibty Graduate with mini¬ 
mum 50% marks, age below 26 years and a flair for wmting Apply to 
Deputy Director, Times Centie for Media Studies, 10 Daiyagani, New 
Delhi -110 002 «dth an essay on The Press Scenano m India in 2000* and 
a statement on what attract you to loumalism 

Management 

1 Master In Management Studies Eligibility Graduate witti mini¬ 
mum 50% marks Written test September 8,1696 Last date August 23, 
1996 Apply to Chainnan Admission Committee, School of Management 
Studies MNREngmeenng College, Allahabad with a DD of Rs 120 

2 MBA (2 years) Eligibility Graduate with 50% marks Apply to. 
National Institute of Human Resources Development, 151 Santhome High 
Road Madras-600 004 

3 PQDBM (2 years) Eligibility Graduate with 50% marks Written 
test Augusts, 1996 Last date August 20 1996 Apply to Registrar, Insb- 
tute of Management Studies, Rooikee-Oettu Road, Roorkee - 247 667 with 
a DD of Rs 350 

MBA from Abroad 

1 MBA (3 years) Courses start in January June and September 
Apply to West London College 815Avon House, 360 Oxford Street, Lon¬ 
don WIN OLD, England 

2 MBA (18 months) Apply to TSM Business School, Netherfands 
Tel 0031-053-4898009 Fax 0031-053-4339147,4694848 

Navy 

Matric Entry Recruits MER Batch 1/97 Eligibility Maine with 
minimum 55% marks Last date August 31,1996 Apply in the specified 
foimatto Recruitment Cell, DPMR Naval HQ Sena BhawanOHQf^ Nm 
Delhi 110011 

Pubife Service 

Section Officers/Stenographers Exam To be held on December 
20, 1996 Last date September 9, 1996 Apply to Secretary, UP8C, 
Shah)ahan Road New Delhi -110 011 with MO for Rs 2 

Quality Management 

PG (Mploma In Quality Management (1 year) Eligibility Masters 
degree m Science Commerce or Management Last date September 30, 
1996Applyk> DrAK Snvastava, Mathematics Block, University of Lucknow 
Lucknow with a DO of Rs 350 

Scholarships 

1 inlaks Schoiarship Ebgibilily Graduates, 19 90 years, unmar¬ 
ried and resident of India Last date August 30,1996 A^ to Inlaks 
Foundation, PO Box 2108, Delhi -110 007 with a self-addressed stamped 
envelope (10x23) with Rs 2 stamps 

Z Qennan Academic Exchange Fsihwshipa Subject Fieida; 
Engineenng andTechnology Age Limit 32 years Ap|^ on the prescribed 
formatto Mimstry of Human Resource Oeveloproent External Schoiarship 
Division A-1/W3 Curzon Road Barracks, Kasturba Gandhi Marg. NeM 
Delhi-110 001 
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MRAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


Icam from our mistakes*. 

Vk live to learn not only trom the 
errors of oilers but also from our own 
mistakes. In fact our existence and the 
activities associated widi it, is a telling 
tak of trials and errors. Unless we make 
mistakes, analyse diem and draw proper 
lessons, we caimot hope to make a mark 
on the shifting sands of time. It does not 
matter if the nidve that we carve for 
ourselves out of the debris of mistakes is 
small and silent. What signifies the most 
is diat we have learnt to improve our 
performance. Past mistakes ate like the 
writing on the wall that keep us on our 
toes lest we fumble and fall on our faces. 
CH all the species that are bom and bred 
on this ear^ only human beings have 
been gifted widi brain, reason and die 
power to sift chaff from grain, emotions 
from excellence. Those who are given to 
fiexibility of approach and attitude 
towards their own mistakes and do not 
, fall victims to their inflated ego or 
blurred vkion, never fail to learn where 
and how the things went wrong in the 
past. Gmfession and caution are like the 
human eyes that keep us moving on the 
rig^ track. 

"Children are a picture of the 
world's futUK*. 

A poet has looked upon children, 
not merely as breathing species likely to 
grow with time, but as 'leaves to the 
forest' better than all the ballads and 
always like the living poems. Ever since 
die dawn of human life on this planet, 
children have occupied a unique place in 
die family life and social milieu. What¬ 
ever their caste, creed or colouii diey 
have always brought sun^iine with their 
appearance to the «iviron and dius 
represented die best and the most 


virtuoiffi in human concept and action. 

If today we find a large number of 
children in a state of suffering, malnu¬ 
trition and exploitation, tiie picture of 
the world's future is bleak indeed! 

Those bom with a silver spoon in dieir 
mouths emit a picture of hope and 
pilarity m future. But, those bom with 
certain handicaps, both physical as well 
as financial, throw back a hazy picture 
of the world's future. It can be 
anybody's guess what the future would 
be if the children of today are made to 
swing between penury and pangs of 
childhood, deprived of the basic needs 
and their natuml urges to grow like 
saplings into fuU-fledged human bemgs 
(trees). 

"1^ need moie scientific attitude 
and not more science". 

Science and technology enharKe 
human efficiency and accelerate progress 
on all fronts. Science also assures protec¬ 
tion against hunger and disease as well 
as guarantees many successes in diffn- 
ent walks of life. But, despite its percep¬ 
tible and paramount imprint on tiie 
moving needles of time, tiiere is always 
a feeling of something vital and vigorous 
lacking in human psydtt that science has 
failed to produce m direct proportion to 
its candid contributions in other areas It 
is not mote science in life but mote 
scientific attitude towards men and 
matters that has an immediate and direct 
bearing on our lives. Rational attitude 
towards otiiers who may tiiink diffetentiy 
from us, or treating tiie less privileged as 
untouchables or outcastes, is a sad reflec¬ 
tion on our mental make-up tiiat seems to 
have failed to catch up with the all- 
pervasive sway of science in our lives. 
Orthodoxy, fundamentalism, fanatkism, 


fatalism and the like are some of the 
sickening syoqitoms of stagnant minds, 
where scientific approach or attitude is 
urgently needed. More of sciaice can 
wait for sometime but more of saentific 
or rational temperament, towards issues 
that concern us all, cannot brook any 
delay or alibi. If the world is to become 
a truly honourable place to live in, the 
pace of scientific temper has to be 
quickened. 

"Sweet are the uses of adversity". 

Adversity, though bitter in taste and 
tenor, proves sweet and sonorous when 
comprehended rightly and thoughtfully. 
When adversity strikes, it falls like a bolt 
from the blue and sends a chill down the 
spme. But, on second thoughts, the same 
calamity becomes a challenge that can be 
met with grit and gumption. Those who 
face the onslau^t of adversity with 
restraint and equanimity, turn and 
tame its impact to their advantage. 
There is nothing as strong as human 
mind and if the adverse circumstances 
are properly tackled, there is nothing 
that can overawe human determina¬ 
tion. In adversity, the most sterling 
qualities of head and heart become 
palpable and if one sees the message 
that adversity conveys, there is every 
likelihood that one can transform 
adversity into prosperity and get the 
better of it under all trying situations. 
Adversity is a teacher that teaches the 
value of brain and brawn, purpose and 
planning, in the midst of upsets and 
failures. Life is neither a b^ of roses 
nor a series of tragedies only. If at 
times adversity appears unnerving, it 
is only its supeficial face because in 
reality ft brings out the best in human 
character and conviction. 
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BANK ROJRBVNABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q.iVhat are some of the factora re* 
•poBtfible for the generation of black 
money? How docs the presence of black 
money effect the economic and social 
system? 

Ans. Black money connotes die func¬ 
tioning of a parallel, unsanctioned sector 
in the economy whose objectives run in 
contradiction with the avowed social ob¬ 
jectives. This implies a confrontation be¬ 
tween the objectives of the legitimate and 
illegitimate sectors. Black money arises 
due to various factors, some of which ace: 

(fl) High tax rate: the Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry hold a view that 
very high rates of taxation on incomes 
above a certain limit are in fact 
expropriatory in nature. This encourages 
tax evasion and thus caases the generation 
of black money. 

(b) Black money generation as a con¬ 
sequence of controls and licensing sys¬ 
tem: A very common view is that the 
system of controls, permits, quotas and 
licenses which are associated with 
maldistribution of the commodities in 
short supply result in black money gen¬ 
eration. 

(cl Donation to political parties: The 
government had banned donations to po¬ 
litical parties in 1968. Although the deci¬ 
sion was taken to reduce the influence of 
big business on the electoral process, in 
' practice the opposite haj^ned. Business¬ 
men got prompted to fund political par¬ 
ties, espedally the ruling p^, with the 
help of black money. 

(d) Ineffective enforcement of tax 
laws: Although them are a number of tax 
laws their enforcement remains weak due 
to eomtptkm in these departments. The 
hi|^ hdes of these taxes aim induce busi¬ 
nessmen to avmd ceconhngof thesetrans- 
actions. This kind of evasion sets in a chain 


reactiem for the generation of black money 
at the wholesale, retail and production lev¬ 
els. 

(e) Black money in the public sec- 
ton Public sector enterprises have been 
getting huge sums of money in every five 
year plan. Tenders are invited for the 
work and then these are awarded by the 
bureaucrats in consultation wifo foe po¬ 
litical leaders. Thus, there is a relation¬ 
ship that develops between the 
contractors, bureaucracy, politicians and 
by a large number of devices, costs are 
artificially escalated and black riioney is 
generated by underhand deals. 

Impact of black income on eco¬ 
nomic and social system: The direct ef¬ 
fect of black income on foe economy is 
the loss of revenue to the State exchequer 
as a consequence of tax evasion, both from 
direct and indirect taxes. Second, the 
availability of black incomes with busi¬ 
nessmen and capitalists, and foe conse¬ 
quent inequalities of income, place a large 
amount of funds at their disposal. Easy 
money, finds ready outlets in nrai-essen- 
tial articles of conspicuous consumption. 
This has a demonstration effect on all 
classes of people. Thus, foe consumption 
pattern gets foted in favour of the rich 
and elite class. 

Black money also encourage diver¬ 
sion of resource in the purcha^ of real 
estate and investment in luxury housing. 
There is thus large scale unde^valuation 
of property. This pushes up foe phe^ of 
land to astronomical heights. Moreover 
black mc^y is pardy held in cash and as 
a consequence, foere is an ifoundance of 
liquidity which becomes available through 
dw accumulation of savings held in foe 
form of cafo, bullion, gold, silvan etc. This 
is called Tiladc liquidity'. Tluis whatever 
foe government attenqits to control excess 



control, these attempts are fowaited by foe 
huge liqiudity provided by blacfo minrey. 
This liquidity ato becoines a direat to pnOe 
stability. 

Black money also results in transfer of 
furuls frenn India to ofott countries fomi^ 
clandestine channeis. 

Last, but not foe least, hladi money 
corrupts our political system. At every 
level, party functionaries or ministers, 
MLAs, MPs become recipients of this 
money. 

Q. What are the main featttret et 
the electoral system in India? Menton 
some of the weaknesses ti the s^m. 

Ans. India is a democratic coimtry 
wfiere people exercise power through 
their representatives. Citizens elect fh^ 
representatives through elections. Ttm 
electoral system in Infoa has certain dk- 
tinct features. 

First, elections have a constitutional 
base. Second, Universal Adidt Fnndiise 
is a provision and is listed in article 326 of 
foe Constitution. By the 61st Coafisdtu- 
tional amendment every citizen of 18 
years of age or above h^ been granted 
the ri|^t to vote. 

Third, Joint Electorate System t.e., oB 
votm hving in a constituency and belong* 
ing to any caste, reli^on, race etc. joindy 
el^ one representative and that repre¬ 
sentative can be any caste, teliguto or 
race. Fourfo, foere is.a provision for foe 
reservation of seats ioi foe scheduled 
castes and sdieduled tribes. Howevei; rep¬ 
resentative of these castes are elected hf 
all foe voters mi foe basis of Joint ^ectaf' 
ate system. Fifth, there is a proviskm oj 
secsetbaUot. 

Sxfo, foere are singlecaember 
stituoicim. That is, dre &ate is div^ 
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infci a^ituendes having almost equal 
population and only one representative is 
eleded from every constituency. 

Seventh, results are declared on the 
basis of majority «>., the candidate who 
sectues the majority of valid polled votes 
is declared victorious. 

Eighth, there is a system of single 
transferable vote system of proportional 
representation system. 

Ninth, there is an Election Commis¬ 
sion for holding free and impartial elec¬ 
tions in India. Certain provisions have been 
made in the Constitution for making the 
Section Commission independent. 

’ Tentfi, there is a provision for election 
petitions for solving the disputes regard¬ 
ing elections. If any candidate or voter is 
not satisfied with any electim result or feels 
that unfair means have been used in the 
elections, he can file a petition in the High 
Court and Supreme Court. In case the 
charge is ptov^ right, the election can be 
declared invalid. 

However, the electoral system has 
certain inherent weaknesses that have in¬ 
vited a lot of criticism. The following are 
some major lacunas: 

(1) Expensive: Elections in India have 
become very expensive. A poor person, 
however capable he might be, cannot 
dream of contesting electiorrs. 

(2) Misuse of Governmental Ma¬ 
chinery : Inspite of the restriction on use 
of governmental machinery, this, still pre¬ 
vails. Transfers of government officials 
before the elections is a common phenom- 
mon. There are efforts to influence voters 
by providing different kinds of incentives. 

(3) Defective Voters lists: V)ters lists 
are more often than not defective. They arc 
not revised from time to time. Sometimes 
voters’ nanves get ddeted, at time deliber¬ 
ately, on other occasions by mistake. In ei- 
tiier case, it deprives a lot of people from 
exercising their right. 

(4) Problem of Independent Candi¬ 
dates : A number of times, it is seen that 
candidates file their names only to divide 
the votes of their rivals. Efforts need to be 
made to discourage such persons. 

(5) Wide gap between seats won and 
votes polled: Often, there is a wide gap 
betwem the seats won by the different 

141 SEPTEMBER 'X COMPETITION MASTER 


political parties and the Votes pdled. This 
implies that a party which secures lesser 
number of votes can also come into power. 

(6) Delay in the disposal of elec¬ 
tion petitions: Invariably, election peti¬ 
tions filed soon after the elections are 
decided a little time before the comple¬ 
tion of the whole tenure. Thus, the prac¬ 
tical importance of these decisions is 
almost nil. 

Q. With the changing economic sce¬ 
nario, there has been an increasing 
emphasis on cutting down the size of 
the government departments. There 
have been various-su^estions regard¬ 
ing agriculture, rural development also. 
Discuss this issue and give arguments 
For and Against. 

Ans. Suggestions and awareness re¬ 
garding reduction in the size the govern¬ 
ment have become very prominent in the 
past few months. This has come in the wake 
of the austerity drive by the government 
There is a growing realisation of the need 
for fiscal prudence. 

Arguments For 

(1) There is a lot of avoidable un¬ 
planned expenditure that is going on in 
government departments. This eats away 
into the resources of the govemimit. Thus, 
it is important that there be considerable 
rediKtion in the size of the government. 
This can be brought about by bringing 
about a radical shift in the role of the State. 
Often, the State extends itself beyond rea¬ 
son, to avoidable areas. 

(2) Agriculture and rural development, 
which are eminently State-related subjects, 
need to be considerably wound up. Not 
that the Central government is not needed 
in these areas, however, maintaining dif¬ 
ferent Bhawans is an avoidable expendi¬ 
ture. Ihere is an unnecessary plethora of 
bureaucracy that is engaged in work re¬ 
lated to these departments. Diis can be 
easily cut down. 

(3) There are many subjects in the 
State list of the Constitution. The Cantral 
government's role in these matters cw be 
reduced to a great extent. 

(4) The^size of the government can be 
easily reduced to a third. Sevnal postscan 
be removed ffom various dq>artmaits. 


Aigumente Agoiusf 

(1) India is still a developmg county 
and Centre has a great r^e to play in 
tire development process of the econoidy 
Government departments are created to 
cater to certain requiremerits. Therefore, 
there is no question of closing any depart-, 
ment of the government. 

(2) Agriculture is the mainstay of In¬ 
dian economy. It contributes than 35 
per cent of our gross domestic pioducts 
and provide employment to about 70 per 
cent of our work force. The Central gov¬ 
ernment has to play an active role in the 
development of these sectors. The con¬ 
cerned departments, therefore, cannot be 
identified for closure. In fact, there is need 
to strengthen these departments. Similarly, 
health care and human resource develop¬ 
ments are also two very basic necessities 
for development. Thus, it can be in no way 
desirable tluit the Centre will have no role 
on these subjects of top-most priority for 
the country. 

(3) Closing down departments under 
extraneous considerations and rendering 
workers unemployed is an issue that would 
always be opposed by the trade union 
movements. Their argument is that proper 
job evaluation and work study with the 
involvement of trade unions must be car¬ 
ried out before jumping into the conclu¬ 
sion of surplus workers. The experience 
with the National Renewal Fund has been 
unsatisfactory. Instead of re-training wtsk- 
ers after retrenchment, surplus workers 
should be re-trained and re-deployed with¬ 
out retrenchment. 

While it is true that there is a need for 
reducing the size of the govenunent, clo¬ 
sure of any department in the name of' af¬ 
fecting economy under the austerity 
measures, without consideration to'the 
total implications, would not serve any jpur- 
pose. ‘ ■ 

Q. There has been a lot talk 
about a change in the natnre and role 
of the banning Commission. Discuss 
the issue and comment on what 
changes can be brought about in the 
oifanisation. 

Ans. The Planning Commission de¬ 
rives its role from die vole of the govon- 



Aeit. Hus includes promoting economic 
^ficimcy and growth, eiadicatmg extreme 
forms of inequitteB (both econonuc and 
social), coordinating economic policies of 
different wings of dw Central government. 
In the light of the economic reforms taking 
place, there have been suggestions regard¬ 
ing changes required in the Commission. 
Earlier the Plarming Commission used to 
waste time deciding what should be the 
size of the investment, what part of it 
should come from the public sector and 
what part horn the private sector Also, it 
used to set targets and to achieve those 
targets it directed other departmoits of the 
government to issue licences Today invest¬ 
ment decisions are being takoi m the mar¬ 
ket by die private sector and the license 
regime has been scrapped. Thus, the Plan¬ 
ning Conunissbn ne^s to go beyond tra¬ 
ditional functions and adopt new roles The 
following are certain suggestions in this 
respect- 

(1) The emphasis should be on indepth 
exploration into alternative scenarios in 
respect of vital sectors like energy, telecom- 
miuucations, transport, social sectors and 
technology The commission can bring m 
the experience of other countries. Impor¬ 
tant projects can also be formulated. 

(2) There is a need to attract talent 
instead of the rejects of various depart¬ 
ments of the govenunent There is exces¬ 
sive bureaucracy which needs to be 
redq)loyed to other departments 

(3) The commission also has the role 
of an allocafaonal body In the new context, 
its aUocational role has to be in areas like 
infrastructure and environment. This 
means the commission ^ould get mvolved 
in promotional exercises 

(4) The commission can also make 
projections about the fiscal defiat. Usually 
the government fixes a target of five per 
cent fiscal deficit (as a proportion to the 
GDP) but the year ends up with seven per 
cent'fiscal d^cit. Hw Planning Coounis- 
sion can make various suggestuxis on what 
the fiscal deficit would be like if the gov¬ 
ernment follows a set of policies. 

(5) The Planning Conunission can 
suggest difiierent ways of cutting eiqrendi- 
ture and also about how resources have to 
be mobilised. Guidelines for imports can 


also be suggested. Along with these, 
the Commission can make prelections 
about the future balance of payments 
scenario. 

(6) Besides these major changes, it is 
also necessary that the emphasis on de¬ 
tailed accounts of commodity balances 
and inter-industry consistency be reduced. 
It is more irrqiortant to develop modeb of 
strategic responses to stimulated crisis 
situations 

It is important to understand diat the 
Planning Commission plays an important 
role in national economic mtegration. It is 
an organisation that can bnng together the 
knowledge of pnblems and potentials of 
various States. It also mediates in mter- 
State problems Given such an important 
role, It is ur^ortant that the Planning Com¬ 
mission needs to shift towards modelling, 
forecasting, study of ground level realities, 
evolvmg methods, experimenting with 
approaches and methods of implementing 
programmes and constantly evaluating the 
results 

The need of the hour is that planiung 
remains not just an overseemg activity by 
the Centre but becomes a major support 
structure for the National Development 
Council 

Q. There have been negotiations go¬ 
ing on between the government and in¬ 
ternational media companies regarding 
private TV operators uplinking directly 
from India. Discuss the various aspects 
involved and the possible benefits of 
such a deal. 

Ans. There are various related issues 
connected to the mam issue of allowmg 
private TV operators uplinkmg directly 
from India Indian companies are already 
sendmg tiieir tapes to ofiier countries like 
Hong Kong or Russia for telecasting to 
India. If anyway the audiences m India are 
receiving these broadcasts, permitting the 
uplinkmg from India itself will have foe 
advantage of creating more employment 
opj>')rtunlties m India Investment in this 
activity would be more profitable and foe 
extra cost and forex out^ in sending the 
tapes abroad would be avoided. There 
would be tremendous gains in the form of 
hi^r mvestments. 


Anofoer issue related to fois is the 
monitoring of programmes. This is more 
an ideological issue. Some people do fed 
that threats to national security have to be 
considered. By and large, the consensus has 
been foat fom should be a code of con¬ 
duct for broadcasting. Telephone calls in¬ 
volving national security are monitored 
and foe print media is subject to a code of 
conduct Similarly, a code of conduct can 
be adapted for broadcasting. % 

The Indian consumers are also ex¬ 
pected to benefit. Indian consumers will 
be able to see much more India-originated 
programmes They would brmefit horn a 
larger choice of news programming and 
charmds. This is in hnewifo the basic tenet 
of democracy regarding free flow of lnfo^ 
mation 

When people criticise uplinking on 
ideological grounds, they probably con¬ 
fuse upimkmg with downlinking facili¬ 
ties These two are not the same. 
Allowing uplinking does not mean 
downlinkmg is also allowed. If some¬ 
one uplinks from India, foe signal would 
still come to India For instance Paki¬ 
stani TV has been accused of a lot of 
anti-India propaganda This, however, 
is a downlink problem not an uplink 
problem A country can have a strict 
downlink control but at the same time, 
a liberal uplink regime. Singapore is one 
such example. The country has one of 
the world's biggest uplink centre but at 
foe same time, a very strict control over 
foe media. Media is controlled through 
absolute downlink control 

In fact, allowing uplinking facilitiea 
involves a major cut in costs. Most private 
producers first have to pay an iq)Unk 
charge to foe VSNL, a satellite charge to 
Intelsat and foat downlink charge to who¬ 
ever they send pit^ammes, whether to 
Hong Kong or Britain. There is a huge 
amount of cost involved in sending these 
programmes. Straight uplinking facility 

frmn India would help in cuttu^ down foe 

costs by a foird. 

There is definitely no rationale in not 
allowing the private uplink operators. 
Wtfoin foe limits of some bro^casting 
code, it seems foirly reasonaUe to dlow 
them to operate in India. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 

Are You Bottled Up? 


F 'AILURE, frustration, disappointment 
and despair are common to us aU. They 
knock at every door, like deadt. Broken 
relationships, thwarted aspirations and 
difficult-to-live-with people, in office and 
at home, generate a lot of bitterness in life. 

An ^ice-worker feels bitter at the 
treatment he gets from a boorish boss. A 
yoimgster feels flustered l^cause his par¬ 
ents impose curfew on him which he thinks 
is unreasonable. So goes the story in mar¬ 
ried life with many variations. 

The filings go on to accumulate in 
the mind and then sink into the subcon¬ 
scious, poisoning the crystal stream of 
thought-process. We become browned off. 

This is not all. Bitterness is contagious. 
It spreads. One bitter worker in an office 
fouls the entire work environment. Ditto 
; sociai, family and marriage relationships. 

U is human to be bitter. But good 
sense and practical wisdom demand that 
bitterness should not be allowed to brew 
inside and cause lasting damage to the pe^ 
Borudity. 

Bitterness should be spent. It should 
not be allowed to accumulate as it poisons 
the inind.>^tilated, it tends fast towards 
forgiveness but whim hoarded, it converts 
into mental foul weaffrer. 

^ w, soothing bitterness that simmers 
wd never comes to a boil, is responsible 
for much physical and mental distress. 

Tf you are a chronic sore-head, con¬ 
sciously or otherwise, inevitably you suf¬ 
fer for it. You have at times been bitter, 
frustrated and envious. You have been 
hostile, too. 

What matters is how long you stay that 
way. The longer the period of bitterness, 
the greater ffie damage. 

Bitterness is bom of frustration, of jeal¬ 
ousy, stubbornness, false sense of pride, 
immaturity, and the inability to find an 
outlet for inner aggression. Whatever its 


cause, bitterness is mental poison. 

See how it works in actual practice. 
Here is an educated well-employed ntan 
who is always complaining about his wife. 
Wlwn things get rushed at home and he is 
under pressure, he begins to boil inside. 

is a saying that there are two kinds 
of people: those who give bittemessand those 
who hug it. Unfortunately, too numy of us 
have die knack of giving it to ourselves. Hw 
resenter suffers more ffian the "resentee", is 
a well-known fact of psychology. 

The same holds true for high blood 
pressure. "Take it easy. Watch your blood 
pressure", says one man to another who is 
"blowing his top". Yet it is not the sudden 
outbursts that arc so bad; rather it is the 
person's sullen mind against himself more 
than others that aggravates the condition. 

There are many suffering from hyper¬ 
tension. They do not take the opportunity 
to talk about their bitterness. If you ask 
them why they do not talk about it, they 
tell you that they have never been able to 
talk about being angry. There is the crux of 
the problem. 

If you ask them, what they do about 
their bitterness, some of them will say, 'you 
know, I swallow it!' That is a very frequent 
way of putting it, they swallow it. They 
just allow it to tear them up inside. 

A seiise of prolonged grievance can 
live only in the individual who is out of 
balance, only in the one whose thoughts 
are always turned inward more than out¬ 
ward. It thrives in the selfish person and 
stews him in his own juice. 

Marcus Aurelius wrote: "How much 
trouble he avoids who does not look to see 
what his neighbour says, or does, or thinks, 
but only to what he does himself." 

Jealousy is a common ingredient of 
bitterness. The big car, the big home, the 
big bank balance, are the final measure of 
man's worth. If our neighbour has more 


than we, dissatisfaction spills over and 
mars our days and nights. We are Intter- 
ness on two legs. 

But you never can tell by appearances. 
If you were able to change places with your 
neighbour; you might easily sum out the 
loser. For example, you ntight change nor¬ 
mal blood pressure for a big bank balances 
and a two hundred blood pressure! 

To be satisfied with what we have is 
only one of the preventives of bitterness. 
Anoffier is to realize that if you hate or 
resent, you can often solve the problem 
yourself. Often you can do a good job of 
self-evaluation—if you try hard enough. It 
requires force of will. 

Admit, that aggression rises horn a sense 
of frustration and insecuritj'. Your job is to 
find out what's bothering you—to bring it 
out in the open. Whom do you dislike, <md 
why? Don't bottle it up. Talk it out, vent it 
occasionally, rather than contain it. 

One of the friendliest men I know says: 
"I am a good hater. I get over it quickly. 
You do not catch me hating by the hour. A 
minute's "long enough". 

That advice should be good a few 
thousand years from now, too. In any lan¬ 
guage, and at any time, it is a sure antidote 
for the slow poison of bitterness you brew 
inside you. 

Prevent a day's bitterness and you 
prevent a week's sorrow, is a sound prac¬ 
tical step towards sanity in living and 
achieving a measure of development. 

William James' principle that the 
physical expresaon of an emotion deep¬ 
ens and reinforces it, while the refusal of 
physical expression diminishes and may 
even extinguish it, is a point to remenfoet 

lb sit slump in a chair with a deep 
furrow cm the foi^ead and expresNon ^ 
bitterness will make you feel iU. 

But to brace up, nudee yoursdf emile, 
to speak cheerfuBy, to i^ipate bitterrtess 
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wiU bnng AovA a pleasant change 
Whtti Millet was pambng his hunous 
masteqnece 'Hie Angels", he was bitter 
because there was no food m the house 
Yet, he went on and finished his work He 
did not let bitterness frustrate him 
Have some absorbmg aim in life— 
somethmg bigger than yourself It should 
make you fttl important—so important 
that you cannot leave it even for a day 
Feel an obligation to carry it out It wdl 
dissipate your bitterness 

Bitterness brews a desire for revenge 
which IS equally consunung The inner 
unease and a deep frustration throttle your 
spontaneous feelmgs Mahatma Gandhi 
has said, "Learn the art of revenge from 
me—forgive " 

With bile flowing m your veins, you 
become unhappy and m this state of mind, 
you )ust cannot be an achiever 

Dr Beran Wolfe says Ls mg happily 
IS a fine art that nearly everyone who pos¬ 


sesses an iota of intelbgence, courage and 
sense of humour can learn " 

Never lose sight of the fact flat a bit¬ 
ter emotion is an abnormal condition of 
the organism It is unnatural and hence it 
should not last long It causes sharp psy¬ 
chological changes It shakes the system as 
does a storm a tree 

When It IS short and transitory, it 
leaves behmd no permanent damage ex¬ 
cept the one that a pit brings in its wake 
When It long-drawn, it leaves behmd a sear 
Strong bitter emotions l^ve bdund 
impact but the impact may vary from pn- 
son to person For example, a bitter expe- 
nence may leave one outraged and imtated 
for a period stretchmg over weeks but a 
similar experience may leave another up¬ 
set only for a passmg day 
] It depends on the way one raicfs to a 
I situation Ihe former IS given to store bit- 
I ter kclmgs Hence, he retams them, broods 
over them generate more of them and rev¬ 


els in them 

The latter does not absoib bitterness 
like a sponge Hence, his reaction is differ¬ 
ent It 18 a passmg one This is part of his 
overall approach to life Thus, he escapes 
damage and returns to normal life quicker 
than the fcmner 

It should be dear now that a pro¬ 
longed spell of bitterness produces a feel¬ 
ing of general lU-will against the self as 
well as others This negates die chances of 
happiness, health and success 

Once you let bittoness go by, you hid 
good bye to a host of daik thoughts, improve 
die sunny side of your pocsonahty b^ to 
sparkle as a human being and bnm widt 
confidence It saves energy from being 
dramed off and you charge your numtal bak 
tenes 

Control your foul emotions Don't let 
bitterness foul your ntental landscape Bid 
I bye to bitterness You will never be bnghter 
j than your thoughts 
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CARSR 

Interviews: 

What do they look for? 


Interview, according to Collins Con¬ 
cise English Dictonary, is a formal discus¬ 
sion, especially one in which an employer 
assesses a job applicant. 'A fonnal con¬ 
sultation usually to evaluate qualifica¬ 
tions (as of a prospective student or 
employee)', defines lister's Dictionary. 
It can be meeting with a candidate to 
ascertain, by questioning and discussion, 
latter's suitability for a post. 

The art of interviewing forms the very 
basis of the utmost iiq)ut requirement, in 
the form of humans, of organisations. The 
process constitutes an important part of 
the recruitment procedure. 

The interview Board, in the allotted 
time, has to bring out the best and the 
worst in the candidates and dien arrive at 
conclusions, most subjectively, on a com¬ 
mon-sense basis, since assessing a candi¬ 
date on each and every attribute iitfallibiy 
is neither possible nor feasible for the in¬ 
terviewers; rather there are chances of fal¬ 
tering. 

To £und the ideal candidate for any 
post is not possible, nor it is easy to de¬ 
fine the concept completely in the context 
of the metamorphosing managerial and 
administrative values. The best course left 
to the Board is, therefore, to pick the best 
of die available candidates; to obviate rep¬ 
etition of the entire gamut of the selection 
procedure. This holds good, more often 
than not, in the case of selections for se¬ 
nior positions. 

Often for the purpose, the Board 
evolves a check-list, an exhaustive but 
practical one, whereunder ratings are ac¬ 
corded for different personality traits. 
Experience has shown that this strategy 
works quite satisfactorily in ail types of 
interviews. 

The undermentioned can be the ten¬ 
tative parameters for-die Board to look 
for its picks; not necessarily in the same 


order or weightage, for they may vary 
from post to post and horn organisation 
to organisation, depending upon their 
needs. 

The candidate, prim facie, ought to 
have the needed potential and keeimess 
for the purpose of being developed into a 
better one, in the near future, and on, to 
impart benefits to the organisation, for it 
spends its resources on the new incumbent 
with an eye for good returns. 

Self-acceptance of the past failures, if 
any, by the candidate will prove an asset, 
a qualification. It will speak of his frank¬ 
ness and will inculcate value ethics in 
management—a compelling need of the 
hour the world over. 

The candidate should be able to 'look 
within' as Christ has said, in the face of 
taking decisions; especially when confront¬ 
ing with hard situations. He must have a 
cWr vision of himself and of the assign¬ 
ments required to be accomplished. As a 
matter-of-fact, his performance itself is a 
perermial source of inspiration to him; a 
source of fulfUn^nt and pleasure;'and a 
robust antidote to (counter) the stress, both 
in his personal and official life. 

To be receptive and considerate to the 
aspirations and expectation of colleagues 
is foe need of foe time. The Selection Board 
therefore, looks for such a possibility and 
potential in foe prospective candidate. Not 
only that, the ability to inspire confidence 
among the staff, while inter-acting wifo 
them, is also a pre-requisite to be searched 
and found out by foe interviewers. 

Another sought-after trait is 
candidate's ability to communicate—not 
only his ability to express, as is generally 
mixed up. For this purpose, foe interview¬ 
ers have to try for all tiK essential param¬ 
eters of a good communicator viz; logical 
flow of thoughts, directiveness in the 
needed side for foe needed purpose, ma¬ 


turity in expression and communicatioa 
ability to listen and the art of a rational 
persuasiveness in arriving at the right 
decisions and passing on the instructions 
germane thereto to achieve the results. The 
art of communication is foe hub of suc¬ 
cessful and result-oriented human rela¬ 
tions. 

The candidate should evince an abid¬ 
ing interest in updating his knowledge to 
qualify for being selected by the Brard. 
Especially, such a policy plank is more 
ne^ed when foe interview is for the se¬ 
lection of a specialist. Both depfo and 
breadth of foe candidate's knowledge are 
indicators to his intellectual seasoning. 

The candidate is expected, rather is 
required, to exercise self-check in all situ¬ 
ations that he will face in his would-be 
organisation. He is to be assessed on his 
ability to shoulder both, praise and criti¬ 
cism, success and failure, authority and 
respoiKibility, with equanimity. SeLF-con- 
trol, self-managema\t, shedding of false 
egos are the time-tested recipes for suc¬ 
cessful managers, together with courage 
and convicti(Hi, backed-up, nevertheless, 
by firmness of action. A stiff and artificial 
stance will never be appreciated by the 
Board. 

And overzealousness in conduct may 
also jeopardise the chances of beiitg se¬ 
lected. If not checked, temperament can 
always sway away one's decisions to an 
un-wanted l^el of human relations, which 
may turn out to be a point of no-retum. 
On part of the candidate, the deepest 
mental posture, even if provoked during 
the course of interview by the Board mem¬ 
bers, is sure to carry foe day. This will 
help him give balanced answers to foe 
sati^actum of foe interviewets. 

The interviewers end iq>, wifo foe best 
available of foe bt: foe neaMdeal; but not 
foe ideal. 
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NATIONAL 

ELECTIONS 

Amended RP act comes into 
force 

A major step towards electoral reforms 
was taken when the Representation 
of the People (Amendment) Act 1996 and 
the amended Jammu and Kashmir Repre¬ 
sentation of People Act came into force on 
August 1,1996. The main aim behind the 
amendment is to check money and muscle 
power and baiush rigging from elections. 

A total of thirteen Amendments have 
been made through the Representation of 
the People (Amendment) Act, 1996. Now, 
a person convicted of an offence puiush- 
able under Section 2 or 3 of the Prevention 
of insults to National Honour Act, 1971 
shall be disqualified for a period of six 
years from the date of such conviction. It 
will also be possible for the Election Com¬ 
mission to nominate observers to watch 
the conduct of elections and these observ¬ 
ers will have the power to direct the re¬ 
turning officers to stop the counting of 
votes or not to declare the results in cer¬ 
tain contingencies like booth capturing 
and other such things. Also, henceforth a 
person can not be nominated as a candi¬ 
date for elections in more than two con¬ 
stituencies of the same class. 

Holding of by-elections has been made 
mandatory within a period of six months 
from the date of occurience of the vacancy. 

To have a check on non-serious can¬ 
didates, the security deposit has been in¬ 
creased to Rs 5000, from Rs 250 earlier. 
Also, now ten proposers are necessary in 
case of independent candidates. The poll 
campaign period has also been reduced 
from 21 days to 14 da^. 

SCANDALS 

Rao charged with criminal 
conspiracy 

0 |N July 9,1996, a Delhi court named 
former Prime Minister Mr P.V. 



Recent Economic News 


'Railway Budget 

The RalMy Minister, Mr Ram VilaB Paswan, Mmduosd Ms raiil^ ; 

on Jidy 16,1996, and proposed a stiff 10 par cent Mto in Irei^ NAjimMffiaimijqt i 
society were, howevet exemttal from bearing the biuM a ftie’tias. ^ 

asoond daas commuters wwe spared and Ihsra wn no Incraase 
doss ortfinaty and mail/sxpreas. Th«a was mly a iriinor fhw pW 
200 kms tor sisspar dass maS^mprass and onimty 
vval kriroducad for an djstancss ^ first dass, fC 24«das|i^ 

•Chair Car, fitst dass ordinaiy and malfaxpmss. 'A im par oant Mb 
, for fttM d Ra^ihanl, Shatabd md August Kratril tdnK Howfomr, 

MBsm tidgda for both that daas andmeend ^ 

Iff hdgM ratss la appHcabfo to ait eoifondltl aa amcapt ntHrfo'i nf 
toodgraJna, edble s^ edible dl, karoaana, iPQ ate. Thaia 
In ddsting newspaper and maga^ Iraighl rates. ■ 

The minister also dedarad that the plan outlay for 19|Ml4t 
Rs 8130 crofs. The plan would be funded from Inteimil raBouitM-fottM^ 
crore, market borrowfogs d Rs 1850 crara, and pifvM Irnrufmcmfo df abott 
crore under the BOLT (build-oparate-lease'transfer) and tha iM!m-youf<iiaaipn)v 
schemes. The budgetary support has been kept at Rs 12M emra, doRa»radfo ^ . 
1100 crore in 1995-96, > 

Mr Paswan said foat the gross receipts (or 1996-97, d existing rates bb dal'v 
freight, worked out to Rs 23,673 crore. This is Mghar by Ra crore, 
the estimates made in the interim budget and was due to an increase In foadfog 
nearly 20 million tonnes in recent months. The.ordinary working argrenaea w<# 
fixed at Rs 16,423 crore (Rs 1633 crore more than the revised esffmates of ‘ 
96) due to likely increase In prices, dearness allowance and higher lease dtaigea . 
to Indian Railway Finance Corporation. '' 

The hfice in fates and freight would account for an additiorial raaowoe iiKjbliBdfon'' ^ 
d Rs %7 crore in the remairring eight months d 1996-97—increase in freight abpoinfo' 
(or Rs 750 crore and the balance d Rs 177 crore horn incieesed passengd iaie 'Mta,t^ 
The revenue earning freight traffic has been fixed at 410 mHlton. TM passairfil^;^^ 
traffic is expected to go up by 4 per cent. The Plan ouday for 1896^67 
at Rs 6130 crore, an increase of 8 per cent over last year. 

In 1995-96, 390 miliion tonnes of revenue earning frslght tredic origkiatad; j 
against %S million tonnes in 1994-95. The operating ratio of raliwa^. Iniprp^ 

82,5 per cent. 

Besides these maasures, Mr Paswan also mnoutioed folnductim fM #aan 
trains mainly benefitting Bihar, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and the 
crease in the number of passenger trains is sxpeded to adversely allad^lralg^ .«ldffo 
After tha announcement d the increase in freight drarnsa, vwfotwifabdBW/v 
came closer to annourwing price hares. It is expected lhat thm wffltfo «itjp^-all^^ 
of the frei^t charge increase. The mdustries that have haeR^dhsefly^aftectdit^^^ 
cement, sted, coal, it is natural that the prtoe hlira in foess ecnarndclitiaB .arid a%l;^ 
uaer-industoas sudi as power, automobilat and eonabudfon: ; 

There was a certain amount of crMcism regarding the 
introduce new Mns for the north-amt eraa,'<' |lia rfoddoh wda airid fo 
motivated. Although the Congrass membMB wara asMed vvitb budget. 
opposition members criticised the thrust of the trudgst. They atlagad 
was being done-to ramova oomiptfori from ffw ralliiraya. ', ' 

' • ' r', n"-'”Sj 
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Narasimha Rao as an accused in the 
Lakhubhai Pathak cheatmg case and is¬ 
sued summons to him to appear in court on 
July 24. The Qiief Metropolitan Magistrate 
(CMM) Prem Kumar said that Mr Pathak's 
statement pointed towards the existence of 
a criminal conspiracy between Mr Rao, Mr 
Qiandraswami and his secretary Mr Kailash 
Nath Aggarwal alias Mamaji. Mr Rao was 
made the third accused in the case and 
charged under Sections 120 (B) and 420 of 
the (IPC) Indian Penal Code (criminal am- 
spiracy and cheating). 

Mr Pathak, a non-resident Indian, 
had accused Mr Chandraswami of cheat¬ 
ing him of US $ 1,00,000 in 1984. While 
giving his statonent in the court of the 
CMM, he had said that the godman had 
introduced him to Mr Rao, the tiien Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs Minister, at Hotel Holorum, 
New York, in December 1983, in order to 
win his cotrfidence. 

Mr Rao, however, did not give up 
aird filed a petition in the Delhi High 
Court, challenging the July 9 order of the 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate. While he 
was exempt^ from appearing on July 24, 
the court rejected his petition and asked 


him to appear in court on August 2. Mr 
Rao had challaiged the order on the con¬ 
tention that the ntateiial available before 
the CMM was trot 'compelling enough' to 
sutmnon him. 

Later, Mr Rao appealed to the Su¬ 
preme Court and on July 31, the apex court 
exempted Mr Rao from personal appear¬ 
ance till further orders. Mr Rao had chal¬ 
lenged the High Court verdict upholding 
the issue of summons to him, on the 
ground that Section 319 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, under which the 
magistrate had acted, was a departure from 
the usual method which requires an inves¬ 
tigation to be nuKle before the "issuance 
of process" against an accused. In his pe¬ 
tition, Mr Rao had submitted that he did 
not have the benefit of either an inquiry or 
an investigation in the allegations that he 
was involved in the cheating case. 

PLANNING & ECONOMY 
Delicensing of ten industries 

July 26,1996 the Industry Mmistry 

approved the deliccnsing of ten more 
industries. These include alcohol, animal 


1 Plsnning Comnis^on llecbmtitijlsd 

The United Front Government has reconstituted Ste Planning Commissian. Mr 
Madhu Dandavate, former finance Minieter and a politician with a socialist btfck- 
ground, has been «^Mnted as the t}ept% ChairmBn. He assumed office on Au^ 
4,1996. The Phme Mkiister Is die ex-officio Chairman of the commission. The new 
hpmmistdon members are; Aj^Hure Miruster Mr Chaturanan Mishra, Finanoe Min- 
; ister Mr P. Chidambarani, Mster Pf State for Planning Mr YJC Alagh, Mr S.R. 
HasNm; Mr J.8. Baja}, Mr M.R. Srihivasan, Mr Aijun Sengupta^ Mr ChHra Nayah^Mr 
. Gi Thinwiyya and Mr S.P. Shukla. Tie* fonner Chief Economic Advisor Mr Birnat 
:Jalan wHI be Merrewr Secretary. ' !' 

Mr OendavMe acknowledged that the plan panel now had a *Bocia(lst htotC but 
. tfiat sodatlsm ^tould be reflected In the aetioas d the commiesid> arKf not jud 
mminds of the members. He also ssM ^ pfannihg iedlll relevant and.^ puDRc 
‘ eSeSir can be made profitabie by shengtfwhihg H. He dso acknowtedged the bnpor- 
Umce d the u^gmt need for developmOTt of infrashucture, such as rp^ays. Mr 
.p^idaMdeeddedthdtheapproachpaperfothenMhplanwffihytogivs aconerete 
dtapelolhs polfdw-and ^ogrpmmee idd down in ^e Un^:;Frprif'a eortwiM. 
dMmum programme. Ha aaMsed Ihd the thrust d plsnning wffi be 'oh erhpk^nied , 
’ l^enetation, einKMipn d poverty jdd removal d the redonai imhafances. . 


fats and oils, cigar and cigarettes, tanned 
and dressed furskin, chamois leather 
wood-based products and paper, plywood, 
hazardous chemicals, asbestos-related 
products, drugs and pharmaceuticals and 
entertainment electronics. Proposals to 
delicensc coal and lignite, petroleum 
(other than crude) and its distillation prod¬ 
ucts, and sugar, were rejected. 

Delicensing of cigarettes and cigars 
was justified on the grounds that compul¬ 
sory licensing of cigar and cigarettes had 
a marginal impact on protection of hu¬ 
man health since majority of the popula¬ 
tion consumed bidi and chewing tobacco 
which were outside the purview of licens¬ 
ing. Also, since the government had al¬ 
ready taken a decision in 1993, to delicense 
other items perceiv«i as those catering to 
elitist consumption, such as refrigerators, 
washing machines, microwave ovens, 
passenger cars, it was felt that entertain¬ 
ment electronics could be delicenscd too. 

Since the supply of raw material for 
the paper industry is already regulated by 
the State governments, the government felt 
that this industry could also be delicensed. 
Similarly, the ministry note has pointed 
out that manufacture of alcoholic drinks 
had earlier been kept under compulsory 
licensing on social and health grounds. 
However, a recent Supreme Court judge¬ 
ment had said that factories employing 
less than 50 workers do not require li¬ 
cence from the Central government. The 
State governments had been declared 
competent to issue licenses in this re¬ 
gard. Therefore, the Central government 
cannot really restrict the licensing ca¬ 
pacity. 

The leather industry has been ap¬ 
proved for delicensii^ because the Murtiiy 
Committe: constitute in the Ministry of 
Industry had pointed immense growth 
potential in this industry. The ministry also 
said that since animal fats and oils could 
be Kgulated through the directorate of 
vanaspati, edible oils and fats, tiiete was 
no need to keep them under con^ulsory 
licensing. 
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Ditinvestment Commission 

E J a nxajor development, the Gibmet, on 
uly 19,1996, approved the formation of 
a disinvestment commission to advise the 
government on disinvestment of shares in 
public sector undertakings. The hve-mem- 
ber commission will identify the mdi- 
vidual PSU as well as the quantum of 
government equity for dlsmvestment. The 
commission will also advise the mode, price 
and time of disinvestment and will replace 
the Group of Ministers for advisory func¬ 
tion, vis-a-vis the sick companies 

The proceeds of disinvestment will be 
channelled into the National Renewal 
bund and priority will be given to small 
mvestors applymg for a small amount of 
funds, while a mechamsm will he put mto 
place to limit shareholding by big mstitu- 
tional mvestors 

The Industry Mmistry has proposed 
complete disinvestment m tourism and 
hotels, while reduemg to 26 per cent the 
government's equity m non-strategic and 
non-core areas 

POLITICAL 

Minor Cabinet re-shuffie 

M OHD Maqbool Dar, the lone Janata 
Dal MP from Jammu and Kashmu 
was uiducted into the Deve Gowda Min¬ 
istry on July 10, 1996, m the slot vacated 
in the Home Mmistry by Mohammad 
Taslimuddin, who had resigned from the 
Union Cabinet the previous day The Mm- 
ister of State for Conununicalions Mr Beni 
Prasad Verma, a Sama)wadi Party func- 
tioruuy from Uttar Pradesh, has been el¬ 
evated to the Cabinet rank These changes 
assumed sigtuficance m view of the com¬ 
ing assembly elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Uttar Pradesh. 

Although the overall strength of the 
ministry remains 38, the number of Cabi¬ 
net ministers has gone upto 19 and that of 
ministers with independent charge has 
come down to 9. 

Earlier, Mr laslimuddin had resigned 
on the eve of the budget session of Parlia¬ 


Chtngos in NBFC raguiattont. 

The Reserve Barrie of India (FSI) has annoumad mrijpr tsiaxitfons for obecKert 
Non-Batridng Finance CompnriM (^ffiFCs). These tndude freeing of interest rates 
on deposits, snapping ttie link between coinpany^ net woibi and the amoutri k can 
raise and relaxation of ttw Hqukfify ratio for the NBPCs. h 

It is mpected that, as a result of these relaxahons, the deposit ratse for one 
year maturity wW immediately move brio the XJA9 per oant range. Moreover, these 
tneasures would induce the unregisteted NBFCs to register wirit the Cetrird Bank, 
to obtain a credit ratbig and to foflow the pnitteniial norms. Subsequenriy, the relax- 
I Bbons would be available to companies according to th^ stage of compUetKie. 

Relaxation on these fronts wili be generous for companies which are foriowing 
prudential norms and have reasonable cracHt ralirg. Registered NBFCs, which meet 
the RBI's requirements on prudentiat norms and credit rating, have bean given 
freedom to offer Interest rates on dopoeite of one year to rive yem. This ralaxfriion 
win be applicable from the date the companies receive the dearance certffictrie from 
the RBI. On other NBFCs, the ceilings shsdl remain. 


ment, following controversy over his al¬ 
leged ini olvement m some crimmal cases 
in Bihar 

UW POINT 

New Interpretation to Dowry Act 

I N a Significant ruling, the Supreme 
Court has stated that demand for dowry, 
even during negotutions for marriage, is 
an offence under the Dowry Prohibition 
Act, 1%1 The division bench, comprising 
Justice AS Anand and Justice M.K. 
Mukcqi, gave the rulmg on a petition filed 
by S Gopal Reddy, an IAS tramee m 1985. 
Mr Reddy had filed the petition appeal- 
mg agamst the Andhra Pradesh High 
Court {udgement of October 16,1990, up- 
holdmg the order of a trial court sentenc¬ 
ing him for the oftence under Section 4 of 
the Dowry Prdubition Act He had sub¬ 
mitted that for demand for dowry to be¬ 
come an offence under Section 4, it must 
be made at the time of marriage and not 
during the negotiations for marriage. 
However, the apex o lurt rejected his argu¬ 
ment 

New Law on Arbitration 

A N Important step will be taken in the 
xiJustory of legal and judicial reforms 


in India when the Arbitration and Con¬ 
ciliation Ordinance, 19%, is made into a 
law The law has the potential to bnng 
about a qualitative change in the way m 
which the role of law is perceived and the 
way in which administration of justice is 
carried out. It is a part of the process of 
economic liberalisation in foe country and 
there is a virtual national consensus on 
the subject. 

The ordinance repeals foe three oi- 
actments namely, foe Arbitration (Proto¬ 
col and Convention) Act 1937, the 
Arbitration Act 1940, and the Foreign 
Awards (Recognition and Enforcement) 
Act 1%1. The new law would consolidate 
and amend the law relating to domestic 
aibitration, international commercial ar¬ 
bitration and enforcement of foreign 
arbitral awards as also foe law relating to 
conciliation. It derives its uniqueness from 
foe fact that it uses foe United Nations 
Model Law on International Commercial 
Arbitration and Conciliation Rules, both 
for intemabonal commercial arbitration 
and domestic arbitration and condliatitm. 

It is si^ificant that this law, for foe 
first time in India, will provide a detaOed 
statutory framework for foe conduct of 
independent conciliation proceedings 
outside foe court. It restricts the scope of 
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judicial scrutiny of awards and also gives 
maximum freedom to parties in the ap- 
pointment of arbitrators. It is hoped that 
die law will help in substantially reduc¬ 
ing accumulation of cases in courts by 
providing Alternative Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) methods for settiement of dis¬ 
putes. 


JUDICIAL ACTIVISM 
Summons to Mr Gowda 
crttleisad 

E its session on July 25,1996, the Rajya 
bha debated on judicial activism and 
its encroachment on parliamentary 
functioning. The debate was in context 
of the issue of the Allahabad High Court 
summons to Prime Minister Mr H.D. 
Deve Gowda, regarding the constitution¬ 
ality of his appointment as Prime Min¬ 
ister. 

Most of the members suggested that 
he should ignore the summons, since the 
High Court had not realised that his ap- 
pointmoit had been made by the Presi¬ 
dent after satisfying himself on Mr 
Gowda's claim and that the Prime Min¬ 
ister had won a vote of confidence in the 
Lok Sabha. However, the BJP said that 
confrontation with the judiciary should 
be avoided and it would be better for the 
government to approach the Supreme 
Court. 


CRIMINAUSATION OF POLITICS 
Chandra Report indicts Muiayam 
Singh Yadav 


T he Ramesh Chandra Committee has 
made a 'cast iron case' against two 
senior Union Ministers, Mr Muiayam 
Sin^ Yadav and Mr Beni Prasad Venna, 
holding them responsible for tiie mur¬ 
derous assault on former Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Ms Mayawati and her sup¬ 
porters, in Lucknow on-June 2,1995. The 
report has also pointed out that for scrnie 


period, a particular community was hav¬ 
ing full control over the selection of po¬ 
lice personnel. It added that the attack 
on Ms Mayawati and her supporters was 
a case of conspiracy by police officials, 
dereliction of duty on the part of the 
police officials and slackness and non¬ 
performance. 

The controversy had taken place in 
June 1995 when Ms Mayawati arrived 
at the government guest house in 
Lucknow and informed the Governor 
about her decision to withdraw support 
to the Muiayam Singh Yadav govern¬ 
ment. She even presented evidence be¬ 
fore the Governor, about having support 
of 282 MLAs and demanded that an 
alternative government, headed by her, 
be formed. On June 2, Ms Mayawati and 
her supporters were attacked. Some 
MLAs were also abducted. The report 
has said that the abducted MLAs have 
sworn in affidavits that on reaching Mr 
Yadav's house, they were first oHered 
inducements and then threatened. They 
were then forced to sign a paper and 
held captive in Mr Yadav's residence till 
11 p.m. 

Mr Muiayam Singh Yadav has, how- 


evei; refused to accept the report despite 
prima fade evidence indicting him. 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Economic package 

W ITH an eye on the Assembly elec¬ 
tions in Jammu k Kashmir, sched¬ 
uled for September, 1996, Prime Minister 
Mr H.D. Deva Gowda announced in the 
Parliament on July 23,1996, an economic 
package for the State, that includes the 
construction of a 290 km long railway 
line from Udhampur to Baramulla. 

The announcement is said to have 
been nuide keeping in mind the coming 
Assembly elections. Though the Rs 2500 
crore railway project is not a new one, it 
is being taken up as a national project 
and will be financed by the Centre out¬ 
side the Railway's plan. The Rs 77.4 crore 
Mughal Road Project, linking Jammu 
with Srinagar via Rajouri-Shopian and 
Pulwana, would also be taken up, with 
the cost being shared with the State gov¬ 
ernment. Revival of the 390 MW 
Dulhasti hydro-electric project and com¬ 
missioning of the first unit of the 480 
MW Uri hydro-electric project in 1996 
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itself are the other two components of 
the package. 

While the Congress Party welcomed 
the package, the 6JP called it a mere elec¬ 
tion stunt. The BJP also criticised the 
Prime Minister for not having made these 
announcements in either the general bud¬ 
get or the railway budget. 

On August 2,1996, Prime Minister 
Mr H.D. Deve Gowda announced an 
economic package that includes waiv¬ 
ing of outstanding loans of small bor¬ 
rowers, a special Central plan assistance 
and development of infrastructure for 
tourism. 

The package also includes upgrading 


of Jammu city to class *8', develq)ment of 
airport at Kaigil, infrastructural develc^ment 
for tourism in Leh district and setting up 
of a conference or convention centre at 
Leh. 

In view of the precarious resource 
position of Jammu and Kashmir, result¬ 
ing from militancy, the Prime Minister 
said the Central government would pro¬ 
vide Rs 352 crore under special Central 
plan assistance to balance the State bud¬ 
get during the current year, so that the 
entire plan outlay of Rs 1050 crore could 
be utilised for development schemes 
without having to divert any part of it to 
meet the non-plan gap. 


On July 8,1^, the governm^m tieWil 8«i earlier hHu In dieeal ;ptloM, affect '> 
a fintrf niM'crf t.S per cent. Ttw {j^fntneht claimed that thi^ the oH pool ■ 
account ie no longer e^-bBiBneed i^'ii,etud(ieff) a Rs 1S80 crore gap in dre'f^ ., 
of .a subeic^ on diesel. This becatM has been no sbnuitaneooe tncieaM tn-J 
.prices of oHiai products Ibr e^tivs emse^eubsidisation. . >. • W- 

The aeriisr Mte of 30 per cerri^ .diisel. had mtirely wiped out .subsidy on ^ 

I prodtict. Offictal SQurcea said that the $000*odd crore trenfferred to fhi Pubhe 
Accounts OepoaH in i869~f.a. from flw ott budget into the genwal bwHjel’^uld; 
have to bS’returned to bridge the gap. 

The dl Mkilstry estimates .point bid diat the government stands to losa. haavi^ 
from the roir-back In dleael 1 ^^; - \ ..V 

(a) The govemmdnt's n^ viiff feRaihaiply only Rs'BTOO CMre ^ egalRSt 8^ 

I pre-roH .back'liffirimIe of ' V ! 

(b) Oidstsmdlnge of oil oornpaniee th.die form of the oil plod acoaunt^tia^ isi;. 

Ilrlcrease to Ra drob prwe i» thaend^ this fiscal y)Mt,1fom ptily. Na 
Mfl'i^-a»:per'-ffri^ ■■ . 




V i( .1 


Inennsffd 

S,«t8i|Si. tha gjcvernthmri' ttie'^ ci^fipesiffiirm ron.iiw^^ 

Prfine Mniffer. Hr 

teiirg session 








ANDHRA PRADESH 
In spot over Prohibition 

T he Andhra govnnment, headed by 
Mr Chandrababu Naidu, is faced with 
a crisis in so far as prohibition is concerned. 
Prohibition was introduced last year by 
former Chief Minister N.T. Rama Rao and 
has proved to be an expensive expericKnt 
with populism. The mounting burden of' 
subsidies on the State has for^ the gov- 
errunent to initiate a debate on the viabil¬ 
ity and relevance of populkt programmes. 
Fear of political baddash and mass agita¬ 
tions is preventing any reversal of policy. 
Althou^ a majority of bureauorats, int^ 
lectuais and industrialists are advocating 
a phased lifting of prohibition to solve die 
financial crisis, opposition parties and 
women organisations have threatened 
agitations if the dry law is sought to be 
diluted. 

Opposition parties are critical of 
TOP'S ^elegu Desam Party) change of 
attitude towards prohibition. Tlwy point 
out that prohibition was the main pod is¬ 
sue of the party and it cannot backtrack 
now. • 

The State government, howevec is 
concerned about finances and sees removal 
of these populist measures as a solution. 
What makes it even more difficult for the 
government is that its Left allies—CPI and 
CPM—have also warned against wate^ 
ing down populist programmes including 
prohibiti<m. 

For the presmt, foe TDP government 
has already increased the price of ratioirod 
rice from Rs 2 per kg to Rs 350 per kg. A 
re-thinking on certain other populist mea¬ 
sures is on. A survey by the State intdli- 
gence depiutnumt has pointed out dial 
opinion is divided with the majority of. 
urbanites favouring relaxation of pioHbt- 
tion, while the rural people are commit¬ 
ted to Its continuance. 


Ban on pwg 

T he Andhra Pradesh govemmemt 
imposed the ban on Peoples War 
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Group (PWG) on July 23,19%. PWG is 
the most violent among the Naxaiite out¬ 
fits. Six of its front organisations have also 
been banned. The ban has been reimposed 
after a gap of nearly 13 months. Any pos¬ 
sibility of the Naxaiite outfit returning to 
the democratic process was ruled-out. The 
ban is a result of the grim insurgency that 
the government faces. 

PWG was banned for the first time 
in 1992, by the then Congress govern¬ 
ment headed by Mr N. Janardhan Reddy. 
The ban was initially for three years, and 
came up for renewal after TOP headed 
by NTR came to power in December 
1994. Under pressure from its own 
partymen and various NGOs, the NTR 
government had relaxed the ban for six 
months. 

PUNJAB 

KXM) bodies tagged 
“unidentified” cremated by Police 

T he Supreme Court was told by the 
CK on July 22,1996, that it had found 
enough material and evidence to show 
that as many as 1000 bodies, tagged as 
"unidentified" by the Punjab Police, had 
been disposed of surreptitiously during 
1990-95. 

The CBl has submitted a 74-page pre¬ 
liminary report to a division bench com¬ 
prising Justice Kuldip Singh and Justice 
Saghir Ahmed. In its report it had said 
that on the basis of the material collected 
it had prima facie found that a total of 
984 bodies had been cremated by the 
police on the grounds that they were uni¬ 
dentified. 

The judges expressed their shock 
over the findings. In a brief order they 
directed the CBI to continue its inquiry 
into the matter and issue a general di¬ 
rection to the public/authorities or 
goverrunent officers to hand over any 
infornnation regarding the issue to the 
CBI. 


ENVIRONMENT 

India fast becoming a global 

wastebasket 

I NDEPENDENT investigations carried 
3ut by two leading international and na¬ 
tional environmental groups have revealed 
that India is fast turning into a gbbal waste 
basket widi international waste traders 
dumping hazardous wastes with in^unity, 
in contravention of all local and interna¬ 
tional laws. Mr Jan Rispens of the 
Greraipeace said that the situation is com¬ 
pletely out of control and that every Indian 
port is a floodgate standing open and the 
world's waste traders know it. 

Greenpeace, along with Srishti, an 
Indian NGO working on waste issues, re¬ 
cently investigated customs data from the 
Mumbai, Calcutta and Madras ports. It 
was found that 151 fodian trading firms 
had imported about 66,000 metric tonnes 
of toxic zinc and lead ashes, residues and 
skimmings from 49 countries in the last 
two years. 

However, government sources have 
said that they are maintaining strict con¬ 
trol on import of hazardous wastes and 
were also fully implementing the .Basel 
Convention—the international treaty to 
control trade in hazardous wastes, fovi- 
ronment Ministry officials said that only 
five firms had been licensed to import haz¬ 
ardous metallic waste for recycling and 
that too from only three countries, Ger¬ 
many, South Korea and Netherlands. 

The countries leading in exporting 
hazardous waste to India include ffieUSA 
(11,857 tonnes), Australia (9034 tonnes) 
and Canada (7270 tonnes). 

PROJECTS 

Sardar Sarovar Dann-accord 
reached 

A meeting presided by Prime Minister 
jfxMr H.D. Deve Gowda, on July 16, 


1996, agreed to decrease the height of the 
proposed Sardar Sarovar Dam from 455 
feet to 436 feet. This was a result of the 
compromise reached upon by the Chief 
Ministers of the four Narmada basin 
States—Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Maharashtra. Although the 
original profile of the dam, at its full height 
of 455 feet, will not be changed, construc¬ 
tion will go ahead keeping the height of 
436 feet as the target for the moment. 
Construction upto 455 feet will be taken 
up only if the hydrological survey, to be 
conducted during the next five years, 
makes out a case for it. 

The height of the multipurpose dam 
had been a source of dispute between 
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh, with the 
latter demanding the reduction in height 
Now, as a result of the reduction in the 
height of the dam, the gross submergence 
area in the State (MP) will be reduced by 
27 per cent and cultivable area will be 
saved by 49 per cent. Moreover 11,000 
families in 67 villages would be saved from 
a traumatic displacement. Twenty seven 
per cent of the forest area and 34 per cent 
of the population will be saved from be¬ 
ing displaced. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 
India joins ASEAN forum 

July 23,1996, in Jakarta, India for¬ 
mally joined the ASEAN Regional Fo¬ 
rum (ARIO/ an exclusive club which deals 
with security issues in the Asia and Pa¬ 
cific region. This inclusion is taken as an 
important landmark in India's relations 
witi) south-ieast Asian region. India's sta¬ 
tus in ASEAN has also been upgraded to 
that of full dialogue partner. The ARF has 
a growing list of candidates seeking mem¬ 
bership. Among those are Britain, France, 
Mongolia, North Korea, Kazakhstan, 
Ukraine and the Conference of Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. China and 
Russia have already been inducted into 
ARF. 
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INDONESIA 
lloubied times ahead 

T he world's largest island group, com¬ 
prising Java, Sumatra, two-thirds 
Borneo, Sulawesi and Inan Jaya, appears 
to be m for troubled times ahead Indone¬ 
sia, which for years seemed almost mvisr 
ible to European eyes, has now become an 
unwieldy State Violent riots m Jakarta 
have resulted in the death of at least two 
people, many were injured and a dozen 
government buildings and businesses 
were gutted by fires The presence of 
armoured cars and troops on the streets of 
the capital was seen to be a signal of the 
end of the country s years of miraculous 
unity 

Indonesia is the world s tourth larg 
est country with an estimated l‘)2 million 
people, 87 per cent ot whom are Muslims 
From tlie 18th renturv till thi lime of Japa¬ 
nese conquest in IH2 the countiy re- 
mamed m Dutch control Alter a brief war 
with Japan independence was gained m 
1949 

The nots in the last week of July were 
sparked partially by the government s | 
ousting of Megawati Sukarnoputri- 
daughter of Sukarno—from the leadership 
of the mam opposition party, the fndone 
^n Democratic Party (PDl) The head¬ 
quarters of the PDI were raided by police 
They had been occupied for more than a 
month by supporters of Megawati She has 
been demanding that the government 
recogmse her as the legitimate leader of 
the PDl and withdraw its support for a 
rival elected m a rigged Congress last 
month Megawati—by virtue of being 
President Sukarno's daughter—is the most 
popular and respected figure in the coun 
try Although Suharto commands fair 
amount of popularity, his clumsy sacking 
of Megawati has given citizens new ideas 
The root of the ongoing changes is 
the 75-year old President Suharto When 
he came to power m 1965, the country was 
an mtemational basket case, disturbed by 


anti-communist and anti-Chinese 
programmes These killed as many as 
4,00,000 people and were described by CIA 
as "one of the world's worst mass mur¬ 
ders of the 20th century" In 1%7, he 
placed the former President Sukarno un¬ 
der house arrest and was declared die 
President of the so-called "New Order" 
Suharto is now an old man and his 
advancmg years have comaded widi the 
mcreasmg changes in Indonesian society 
and surtacmg of old and familiar conflicts 
Wealth IS distributed unequally m the 
country Insultmg die President is punish¬ 
able by imprisonment People were 
shocked m May, 19%, when the Resident's 
son was gicen the right to develop a na¬ 
tional car free of import and luxury taxes 
Also earlier this year, a petro-chemical 
plant owned by another of die Suharto 
boys was exempted from a tax mcrease 
AU these events have led to a lot of dis¬ 
cord in the nunds of the people 

GT 

Meet on terrorism 

A one-day meetmg of foreign and se- 
urity ministers of the Croup of Seven 
industrialised nations and Russia, was 
held in Paris on July 31,1996 Alarmed at 
increasing terrorist strikes, the world's 
major powers chalked out new measures 
to combat terrorism However, USA's 
demand for sanctions against "terrorist 
States' was neglected 

The conference was planned imme¬ 
diately after the bombmg of a residential 
complex of American hoops in Saudi 
Arabia and gamed more sigi^cance with 
the bomb blast in AUanta durmg the 
Olympics and the possible bombmg of the 
IWA plane, which had crashed over the 
Atlanhc kiUmg all 230 on board 

The measures announced mclude 
anti-terronsm legislation and restricted 
access to Internet They also decided on 
tho adaption of an International Conven¬ 
tion on Terrorist Acts usmg explosives and 


other forms of terror which harbour col¬ 
lective threats, trauung of anb-terror ex¬ 
perts, bg^teiung of nabonal legislations 
on terrorism, and control of pi^ucbon, 
sales and exports of arms and explosives 
It was also decided to have a closer look 
at feasible chaimels for direct or unappar- 
entfunchngdl terrorism Thiswouldbnng 
mio focus a nundier of non-government^ 
organisabons widi culture and humam- 
tanan fronts which may be sheltermg te^ 
ronsts 

SRI LANKA 

Rghting witti LT1B escalates 

T he LTTE militants killed about 400 sed- 
diers m a massive raid on a strat^c 
Army base m Sn I,anka’s north-eastern 
Mullailhivu district, on July 18,1996 
The attack on the MuUaithivu base 
was die biggest launched by die LTTE, m 
terms of die number of cadres, after die 
militants lost their sbonghold Jadna and 
die entire pemmsula to die Army m De¬ 
cember 1995 Earlier, big attacks had been 
on the Poonryn and Nagathemandiurai 
camps m Novenber 1994, when the Army 
and the ITTE botii suffered heavy losses 
totalling nearly 1000 The Mullaithivu 
attack IS said to signal a turn m the war 
Meanwhile, the Sn Lankan Parlia¬ 
ment extended the nataon-wide state of 
onergoicy with the government asserting 
diat It planned to check the LTTE's de¬ 
signs to destabilise the country The mo¬ 
tion for extension of emergency was 
passed by a majonty of 45 votes but was 
opposed by the mam opposition Uruted 
National Party (UNP) ai^ the moderate 
Huaul Umted Liberation Front (TULF) 
Qose Ml the heels of the massive at¬ 
tack 1^ the mihtants, another blow was 
dealt to the Sn Lankan forces as a bomb 
blast resulted m the death of adei»t 50 
commuters Scores of others were 
wounded This blast took place m die 
crowded Colombo-Galle passenger train, 
just before the suburban D^wal station. 
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The blast occurred inspite of a three-day | 
maximum security red alert in the capital. ! 

Troops, meanwhile, recaptured 
Mullaithivu military base on July 2^, 1996, 
and began a search for hundreds of miss¬ 
ing soldiers, claimed to have been massa¬ 
cred by the rebels. 

Incidentally, the LTTE attack on the 
Mullaithivu camp came just five days 
before the 13th anniversary of the 1983 
anti-Tamil riots in Colombo. Hie LTTE said 
that the attack was undertaken to mark 
the anniversary of "Black July". The at¬ 
tack was also in memory of Chaellakili, 
who led foe rebel ambush of an army 
patrol at Tirunelveli in the northern Jaffna 
in which 13 soldiers had been killed. 

So far this year, the war has cost the 
govemmo^t Rs 50 billion ($ 909 mUlion) 
or 65 per cent of the gross domestic prod¬ 
uct. The defence budget had been set at 
Rs 38 billion ($ 690 million). President 
Kumaratunga said that she would be 
forced to cut subsidies on rice and bread 
if the war doesn't finish before the end of 
1997. The high defence spending has 
forced the government to borrow more, 
leading to increased interest rates, less 
money for economic activities, lower prof¬ 
its and ultimately workers being laid-off. 

The government has propos^ a peace 
plan under which Sri Latrka will become 
a federation of eight regions, each with 
wide powers of self-rule, including one 
that would be dominated by Tamils. If the 
parliament rejects the plan, war would 
have to be fought to a finish. Tamil guer¬ 
rillas have already rejected the plan say- 
irjg it is not enough. On the other hand, 
influendai Buddhist monks and hardline 
Sifoalese opjTOse the plan saying it grants 
too much powers to foe Tamils. 

_ 

AtlantB Blast 

T he Centennial Olympics suffered a 
shock when a bomb ripped through a 
crowded Olympics park in Atlanta on July 

1M SEPTEMBER'se COMPETITION MASTER 


27, 1996. At least two people were killed 
and more than 100 wounded. This was 
the first terror attack at foe Games since 
the one in Munich Olympics in 1972. 

An emergency phone call was re¬ 
ceived by the authorities just minutes 
before the blast but there was not enough 
time to evacuate the whole area. The blast 
was caused by a pipe bomb. 

The Atlanta incidence was the third 
terrorist activity against USA, in a span of ! 
two months. On June 26, a powerful truck I 
bomb had ripped through US Air Force 
housing complex in Saudi Arabia. On July 
17, a TWA airliner blew up in mid-air, 
suspected to be a terrorist attack. These 
incidents shook the population as never 
before. In fact, terrorism is no longer some- | 
thing that happened in the Middle East, 
United Kingdom, Punjab, Kashmir or 
Pakistan, niere is a growing suspicion that i 
the Atlanta bombing could be the work of | 
native Americans, as it was in the case of i 
the Federal Building in Oklahama. There j 
has been a growing concern over the im¬ 
pact of such .terrorist outrages and how 
much the personal liberty of the citizens 
will be affected. 

TWA crash 

A Trans World Airways (TWA) jumbo 
et blew up mid-air and aash^ into 
the Atlantic Ocean on July 17, 1996. All 
the 229 passengers on board—among 
them, 16 school children—were feared 
killed. 

The plane crashed a short while after 
it took off from the John F. Kennedy air¬ 
port, for the Charles de Gaulle airport in 
Paris. It had come from Athens (Greece) 
and was at the Kennedy airport for about 
three hours. While foe earlier statements 
from FBI did not make any firm statement 
about foe possibility of a bomb, later re¬ 
ports Quly 29 ) confirmed that there had 
been a bomb in the front portion of foe 
plane. Besides, the flight recorder had a 
blast sound recorded as the last record¬ 
ing. 


President Clinton has appointed Vice 
President AI Gore to head a commission 
on airline safety foat would report back in 
45 days on how to use latest technology 
for security. Henceforth, more baggage 
would be screened or handsearched, even 
if it meant delays in flights and increased 
crowds at airports. 

NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 
India sticks to stand on CTBT; 
China blasts another bomb 

T he External Affairs Minister Mr I.K. 

Gujral emphasised in the Parliament 
on July 15,1996, that India would not sign 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
but would definitely take part in the dis¬ 
cussions in Geneva. The decision to par¬ 
ticipate was based on the fact foal India 
wants to ensure that her Ircedom of action 
is not constrained in any manner. The 
minister said that the country's approach 
to CTBT had the backing of all poiilical 
parties. 

Even as the CTBT talks began on July 
29, and discussions were going on, China 
shocked the world with yet another 
nuclear test. This came only hours before 
negotiators were preparing for a final push 
to approve a global nuclear weapons test 
ban. However, China promised a morato¬ 
rium from July 30,1996. A statement ap¬ 
pealed to all countries with huge nuclear 
arsenals to continue to drastically reduce 
their nuclear stockpiles. 

India expressed dismay over China's 
N-test considering that it came at a time 
when CTBT negotiations were in progress. 
In what was perhaps foe strongest state¬ 
ment made at the UN negotiations so far, 
on foe CTBT, India's permanent represen¬ 
tative in the Ad Hoc Committee of the 
Conference on Disarmament, Ms 
Arundhati Ghose, stated foat India's sig¬ 
nature to foe treaty may be desirable but 
is npt attainable. %e emphasised'that In¬ 
dia would not sign foe treaty even three 
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years hence. This assumes special signifi¬ 
cance because the draft envisages a con¬ 
ference three years after the treaty has been 
opened for signature, of States that have 
already ratified, to consider and decide 
by con.scnsus what measures consistent 
with international law may be undertaken 
to facilitate an early enforcement of the 
treaty. Ms Ghost* had also proposed a spe¬ 
cific amendment to the EIF (Entry Into 
Force) article of the treaty. She made it clear 
that if the conference did not accept such 
a modification to the Article XIV, India 
wou>d block the Treaty from being for¬ 
warded to the plenary for consideration. 

The USA reacted strongly to India's 
refusal to sign tlie CTBT even as Pakistan 
showed its hesitation in signing the treaty 
even if India agrees to sign the treaty. 

India has been insisting that a "genu¬ 
ine" CTBT should include a commitment 
by all nuclear }x>v\'ers to bring down their 
arsenals to zero witliin a specific time frame, 
and also ban all forms of nuclear testing, 
mduding "cold le.sting" in laboratories. 


UK-SOUTH AFRICA 
Nelson Mandela visits England 

X TIT.SGN Mandela's four day-visit to 
i\l London, from luly 10,1^%, created a 
lot u( excitement and was described as 
most historic. Bcside.s the warm welcome 
that he received on his arrival, his visit 
attained an emotional touch because of 
the effort that went into turning his visit 
as a celebration of a remarkable human 
being. Evidence of public enthusiasm was 
seen in the fact that about 6500 people 
came to watch the first ceremonial event, 
the welcome at House Guards by the 
I Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh. Even 
j for President Jacques Chirac of France, 
I only about 2000 people had come. 

It is felt that the high profile, warmth 
and special attention that was given to 
President Mandela's visit was a result of 
the necessity that Britain feels for making 
I him forget the long years of his own 


humiliation. The British also realise that 
President Mandela, who has adopted a 
policy of reconciliation instead of revenge, is 
the only hope for restoring harmony and 
convincing his people that self-denial is 
needed after years of forced denial by the 
outsiders. There have been rising incidents 
of crinw, an increase in economic problems 
and unen^loyment in SouA Africa. Many 
Blacks feel disappointed because they had 
thought that they would inherit all the riches 
of the Whites once they left. Howevei; that 
has not happened and disappointment has 
led to growing occurrenceof theft and CTime. 

It docs, however, remain a question 
whedier the Tory Rights, who have been 
severely critical of the President and even 
considered him a terrorist, would also 
nurture the same feelings towards him as 
the ruling government in Britain. 


ENVIRONMENT 

UN Talks on Climate change 

E J the UN talks on climate change, on 
uly 17,1996,11 countries voted against 
accepting scientific opinion as the basis 
for p(»litical action to combat global warm¬ 
ing through a UN protocol or any other 
legally binding international instrument. 
Inese opponents include 10 OPEC coun¬ 
tries, including China. 

These negotiations, signed by over 
150 coimtries, are based on the Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (FCCC) 
which was arrived-at in Rio in 1992, diup- 
ing tlie UN 'Earth Summit'. The purpose 
of the FCCC is to limit and reduce emis¬ 
sions ot man-made Greenhouse Gases 
(GHGs), over a time period, though its 
Article 2. The most important GHG is 
carbor dioxide, whose major source is 
energy generation from fossil fuel. 

Climatic conventions in recent years 
have been the result of reports by IPCC. 
The IK'C, or Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, was formed jointly in 1988 
by the World Meteorological Oiganisation 
(WMO) and the United Nations Biviron- 


ment Programme (UNEP). It has been pro¬ 
viding sdentifk and technical inputs to the 
global warming debate through studies of 
its three working groups connprising nearly 
2^ scientists from all over (he world. 

The Rio Convention was on the ba^s 
of the first assessment report of IPCC, 
published in 1990. TheSecond Assessment 
Report (SAR) was published in December 
1995. This report makes a specific state¬ 
ment on the human influence on global 
climate and has suggested possible ap¬ 
proaches to achieve the goals of Article 2 
of the convention. 

SAR was accepted as Are most com¬ 
prehensive and authoritative assessment 
of the science of climate change by a ma¬ 
jority of nations attending the tails. They 
felt that the report should be used as the 
basis for implementing FCCC. The OPEC 
countries have reacted against because it 
would ultimately hit their oil markets. 
Howevei^ China's reaction is considered 
inti^uing. It has been pointed out . that 
China's opposition is more on "rules of 
procedure" being violated by the IPCC 
than on the SAR itself, llus was indicated 
by the election of the 'Friends of the Chair' 
(FOC) at the conference. The FOC named 
were Japan, USA, Germany, China, Bra¬ 
zil, Kiribati, Poland, Russia, Kenya, Ivory 
Coast and Switzerland. These nations 
were given the right to influence the out¬ 
come of the negotiatbns in the form of a 
joint ministerial declaration made there. 

India's absence among the FOC na¬ 
tions was noted with a sense of disap- 
poinfcment. Observers have been surprised 
at India's low-key role. Howeva; Indian 
officials dismissed these charges and 
pointed out that the climate talks were 
still continuing and there was no sign of 
any legal iiffitrument. 


IREUND 

Again on thtbrirric 

A fter about two years of peace and 
harmony, Ireland has once again been 
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expenenang violent disturbances The re¬ 
new ed disorder has come after noting and 
violence broke on luly 11 19% Three 
police officers were shot by snipers m 
Catholic neighbourhoods of Belfast These 
attacks were particularly shcKkmg because 
there had been no such attacks on police¬ 
men in several years Violence through¬ 
out the week resulted in 110 police offic¬ 
ers and 121 civilians getting mjured About 
200 people were arrested 

These disturbances have caused a lot 
of tciision among the people There is a 
fear that the rountry could be heading back 
towards the spells of violence that had 
hounded their lives for over twenty five 
years Although tension had built up last 
year too, it had been diffused in a few days 


BURUNDI 

Army Chief takes over in a coup 

"PRFSIDFNT Sylvestre Ntibantunganya 
X of Burundi had to take refuge m the 
US embassy in Byumbura, as Major Pierre 
Buyoya announced a military takeover of 
thegovenunentm Burundi Cxplainmgthat 
It was not a routine military coup he said 
that It was an effort to stop the ethmc blood 
letting of last three years He is a Tutsi, who 
constitute 15 per cent mmonty in Burundi 
and had traditionally been the rulers 
Major Buyoya had been the President 
of Burundi for six years from 1987, when he 
seized jjower from his miiitaiy predecessor 
Major Baga/a In June 1993, he had held a 
midti-pai^ democratic elections which led 
to the election ot the first TUtsi president m 
Bunineb, Mr Mclchioun Ndadaye This was 
hailed as a peaceful empowerment of major¬ 
ity Hutus m a country dominated by the 
Tutsi minority for coitunes In October 1993, 
m an abortive military coup by sections of 
the Tutsi dominated army. President 
Ndadaye was killed The Hutu successor, 
Cypnan Ntaryamira, was also killed m a 
mysterious air wash abng with ffie Presi¬ 
dent of neighbouring Rwanda m April 1994 
Ths was followed by large-scale ethnic 


genocide m Rwanda with over half a iml- 
Iton people being estimated to have been 
killed Most of them were Tutsis 

Though, at the time of genocidal 
Rwandan kiUm^, Burundi, widi roughly the 
same ethnic composition, was relatively 


quiet, there was always tension beneath the 
surface bilastweekof}unel996,300pe(^ie, 
mostly Tutsis, were reported to have bon 
killed by Hutu rebels The President was 
stoned while attmdmg the funeral This 
prompted the takeover of the government 


..... 

HuniM O0v»iopnwiii Aepoit IftlA '^^* 1 *^* ^ 

The UN Hunten Q«Mtcipmem Report lor iMi* MU W P it Mm' 
cteveiopmertt4rKM ftrtedm to M 

tot ixiorert ffith, ae »(tooenttts fatoem M Mi Mm W 

The lODOft alK) ewe tIM Bveib mewiiriMiNiici ^ 

thepooteet, an wkieafettMIhociinlimMMiliilkiMUliedteMMei^^ 
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Canada laada the mtoAdwtead 
M UnMad StaM iRpm (tohattoiSTm! ImM'M t i» 
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ItovBver, all fwws fa to dfaainy fa M lepto ft IMtoe tom toM 
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Life expectocy has shirt to % fato'M 30 per OM Ito tototo tortto wtoewd 
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Key findings 

■ Global economic output grew by 40 per cent in the 10 years ending 1985 
During that same period, the poor people increased by 17 per cent 

■ The assets of world's 358 billionaires exceeded the combined annual in¬ 
comes of countries accounting for 45 per cent of the total population 

■ Compared with 10 years ago, 89 countries are worse off than they were 
before, majority of them are developing countries Among nch countries, 
only Canada, Finland and Iceland are worse off 70 developing countries 
have seen income levels fail below levels seen in the 1960s and 1970s 

Hwnan Developinent Index (Totil. 174 a>untnes) 

1 Canada 

2 United States 

3 Japan 

4 The Netherlands 

5 Norway 

The index combines measures of life expectarvey, education and basic 
purchasing power 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIAnONS 

ISP; Internet Service Provider 
MAT: Minimum Alternative lax 
RLV: Reusable Launch Vehicle 
SCOPE: Standing Conference on Pub¬ 
lic Enterprises 

AWARDS 

Arjutu Awards 

S EXEN sportsmen have been honoured 
with the Arjuna Award tor W5. They 
are: Shakti Singh, Jyotennoy Sikdar (Ath¬ 
letics), Anil Kumble (Cricket), Mahesh 
Bhupathi (Tennis), Mukesh Kumar, 
Dhanraj Pillay (Hockey) and V. Devarajan 
(Boxing). 

Malathi K. Krishnamurthy (Athletics) 
has been given the Arjuna Award for physi¬ 
cally handicapped sports and P. Ganeshan 
(Kabaddi) for indigenous games. 

B.C. Roy Award 

T he director of the Post Graduate Insti¬ 
tute of Medical Sciences, Rohtak, Dr 
Surendra Singh Yadav, has been awarded 
the B. C. Roy Memorial Award as "emi¬ 
nent medical man", by the Medical Coun¬ 
cil of India. The award has been given for 
his innovative research in the field of 
orthopaedic surgery. It comprises a cita¬ 
tion, a silver salver and Rs 1 lakh in cash. 

Dadasaheb Phalke Award 

V ETERAN Kannada film actor, pro¬ 
ducer and singer Raj Kumar has ^en 
selected for the Dadasaheb Phalke award 
for 1995 for his contribution to the growth 
of Indian cinema. The award carries a 
Swarna Kamal and Rs 1 lakh in cash. 

Dronacharya Awards 
iC^AM Sunder Rao (Volleyball) and 
I^TKaran Singh (AdUetics) have bew se¬ 
lected for Dronacharya Awards for coaches 
dus year The Maulana Azad trophy went 
to Panjab University, Chandigarh. Guru 


Nanak Dev University and Calicut Uni¬ 
versity finished second and third respec¬ 
tively. 

Gujar Mai Modi Award 

D r A.PJ. Abdul Kalam has been se¬ 
lected for the 1996 Gujar Mai Modi 
Science Award for 1996, for providing lead¬ 
ership in the development and promotion 
of science and technology in India. 

JRD Tata Young Entrepreneur Award 

A NEESHA Began,, who runs a 
herbal cosmetics business called 
"Amber Enterprises" has been awarded 
the JRD Tata Young Entrepreneur Award. 
The award includes a cash prize of Rs 
50,000. 

Magsaysay Awards 

For Mernatmal Understanding. Rev¬ 
erend Toshihiro Tokami, a Japanese Chris¬ 
tian missionary for his work in promoting 
conununity leadership in 50 countries. He 
is the founder of the Asian Rural Institute 
in Toichigiken, north of Tokyo, which 
trains 30 Asians and Africans every year 
for community leadership. 

For Public Service: South Korean 
Catholic priest John Oh Woong-Jin, 
founder of a home for Korea's poor, 
disabled and elderly. In 1983, he built 
a refuge for 3,000 orphans, aban¬ 
doned children, the disabled and the 
elderly. 

For government service: India's Chief 
Election Commissioner Mr T.N. Seshan, 
for launching a crusade of his own to 
restore credibility to the electoral system. 
The awards board noted that when 
India's politicians proved reluctant to 
legislate reforms, Seshan launched a cru¬ 
sade of his own and "cowed the high 
and mighty and restored credibility to 
the electoral system". The award is 
known as the Asian equivalent of the 


Nobel Prize. The previous Indian 
awardees include Mr M.S. SwaminatKan 
and Ms Kiran Bedi. 

Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavna 
Award 

F ormer Assam Chief Minister Mr 
Hiteshwar Saikia has been posthu¬ 
mously awarded the Rajiv Gandhi .Na¬ 
tional Sadbhavna Award for 1995. Socia’ 
worker Subhadra Joshi also gets the award 
for her outstanding contribution in the 
field. The awards carry a citation and Rs 
2.5 lakh in cash. 

A^kram Sarabhai Award 

P RC8^ U.R. Rao, Space Commissioner 
and former Chairman of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), has 
been selected for the biennial intematicmal 
Award for 1996. Rao has made a great con¬ 
tribution to the Indian space programme, 
ushering in total communication revolu¬ 
tion through the INSAT system and natu¬ 
ral resources survey and management 
through the Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) 
satellites. He had also initiated the inte¬ 
grated mission for sustainable develop¬ 
ment in 1992. The award carries a gold 
medal and a citation. 

CONFERENCE 

International Conference on AIDS 

T he llti\ International Conferaice cm 
AIDS, held in Vancouvei; was the first 
international AIDS conference in two 
years. 

The slogan of the conference was 
"One World, One Hope". About 125 
countries were represented among the 
10,000 biologists, epidemiologists, social 
scientists, public health officials and 
activiste. Representatives of drug com¬ 
panies, publishers and reporters were 
also present. 

The conference had a budget of about 
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$ 10 million and was the 6nt one diat was 
self-financed. Previous meetings were 
largely underwritten by government agen¬ 
cies. 

Organisers raised more than $ 1 mil¬ 
lion to pay the travel, registration and hotel 
expenses of about 1,100 people from die 
developing wrald, who otherwise would 
not have been able to attend. Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien, declined to 
open the conference, apparendy from die 
pressure it might put on lus government 
to fund another five years of Canada's Na¬ 
tional AIE)S Strategy. 

CYBERSPACE 

Intnnetwoildng 

A subsidiary of the Internet, 
xiJntranetworking, is revolutionising 
die communication network in offices. It 
has gained as a concept in US and Europe 
and is slowly gaining acceptability in ffi- 
dia, in organisations which have Wide 
Area Networks (WANs). 

Intranetworking is basically the use 
of die Internet to connect all branches of 
the organisation. The disadvantage is tiiat 
by putting all information on the Internet, 
everyone gets free access to it. Special web 
sites have to be given which ate protected 
by a series of security systems. 

Dabur India has already planned to 
invest in an elaborate networl^g system 
to link dieir plant with corporate head¬ 
quarters and {^es offices. ^me go through 
V-SAI links, but others can intranetwork 
the entire organisation. The advantage is 
that while 10 VSAT hubs cost Rs 1 crore, 
die same number of Intra-links would cost 
just Rs 15 lakh. The concept, however, is 
still at an experimental stage and will take 
time for it to pick up. 


Sikhism on the Internet 

T he Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Manage¬ 
ment Committee is now on the 
Internet. The DSGMC's Internet address, 


http;//dgmc.sikhnet.org, is aimed at 
propagating the message of Sikh religirai 
to a vast gbbal audience. 

It hopes to develop this site as a pro¬ 
vider of knowledge and information on 
Sikh afiairs, history, traditions, language 
and culture. It will provide Guru Granth 


Sahib in three formats, "Reht Maryada" 
in Punjabi language and its English trans¬ 
lation, Life and Teachings of Sikh Gurus, 
Sikh history and philosophy, culture, tra¬ 
ditions and information about 
gurudwaras. 

PERSONS 

Ali,Aruna Asaf 

A RUNA Asaf Ali, who died rai July 29, 
1996 at the age of 88, was a veteran 
freedom fighter. Bom in 1909, she was 
married to the late Congress leader M. 
Asaf Ali. The couple did not have any 
children. She was imprisoned in 1930 
for sedition and in 1932, she courted 
arrest in the Satyagraha movement. 
Again in 1941 she was jailed and in 1942 
she went underground for participation 
in the Quit India movement. She was 
elected Delhi's first mayor in 1958 and 
was very active in a number of peace 
and cultural societies. 


Kumai^Raaj 

*1 7ETERAN film actor Raaj Kumar, who 
V died on July 3,1996 at the age of 65, 
had won the hearts of millions of people 
by his adroit cUabgue deliv^. He started 
his career as a police inspector in Jammu 
and Kashmir and a chance «icounter with 
a visiting producer in the early fifties 
opened the doors of filmdom to him. His 
real name was Kulbhushan but was intro¬ 
duced by the name of Raaj Kumar in his 
first film Rangili, released in 1950. He gave 
a unique style to his movies. 


Kuma^Raj 

W INNER of the Dada Saheb Phalke 
Award, Raj Kumar has been with 
Kannada films since four decades. Born 


in 1929, he started as a stage artist at the 
age of eight. He made his debut as a hero 


in films in 1954 and has since become a 


living legend of Kannada cinema. Among 
the awards he has received ate the Padm 


Bhushen and the Karmieka Rathm. Ave^ 


satile person, he is actot producer and 
singer all in one. 


Seshan,XN. 

'T' N Seshan has been awarded this year's 
X Magsaysay Award for government 


service for his crusade to restore 
credibility to the Indian electoral 
system. 

Bom in 1932, he was educated at 
Madras Christine College and after that at 
the Harvard University in the US. He 
joined the IAS after tiiat and rose to promi¬ 
nence, especiaUy because of his high de¬ 
gree of integrity and initiative ^own in 
public service. He held several senior posts 
including that of Cabmet Secretary under 
late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. He was 
appointed Chief Election Commissioner 
on December 9,1990. 

\t5ndhorat,Lars 

L ars Windhorst is a teenage business 
tycoon in Germany. He began his ca¬ 
reer at tile age of 14 by assembling and 
selling computers. Two years latec he set 
up his own company with a 100,000 mark 
bank loan. Windhorst now employs 370 
people in industries, including electron¬ 
ics, computers and real estate, with sales 
claimed to be around 180 million marks 
($120 million) last year. 


PLACES 

Atlanta—Home of the Centennial 
Olympic Games 

A tlanta, which played host to the 
Centennial Olympic Games from July 
19 to August 4, W6, is the State capital 
and laigest city in Georgia, in the south¬ 
east of USA. It was founded in 1837 and 
has grown rapidly to become an impo^ 
tant city. It is also home to one of most 
popular products in the world. Coca 
Cola. 


New name for Madras 
■^TKILE tile Tamil Nadu government 
V V has decided to chan^ the name of 
its capital Madras to "Chennai", it has con¬ 
founded historians that no satisfactory 
answer has been found as to how Madras 
got its name. 

Historian S. Muthiah says in his book 
"Madras Discovered" that ffie word Ma¬ 
dras has little or no association with the 
two major languages of the region— 
Tkmil and Tblugu—and answers to the 
question have "remained singularly un¬ 
convincing". 


ISO SEPTEMBER'96 COMPETITION MASTER 



Madras, tiw first city of the Soudi, is 
a coinparativdy new one and it owes its 
genesis to fiaidtm Cogan and Francis Day 
of Johan Company, who were given a land 
grant by the loc^ na^aks (governors) in 
the 17th century at Poonamallee and 
founded a trading post. It was to later grow 
into the seat of British power in the Coro¬ 
mandel coast. 

The settlement was known in its early 
years by such names as Medraspatnam, 
Madrapatnam and Maddaraspatan (1639) 
to Maderas and Madirass (1673). Histori¬ 
ans say the name Madras gained currency 
in 1653. 

SPACE 

Lockheed wins NASA's spaceship 
contest 

T he U.S. space agency NASA's first new 
rocketship in a generation, is a futur¬ 
istic wedgeshaped spacecraft that will be 
built by Lockheed Martin Corporation. 
It wilt be a fully reusable craft that can 
take off practically with the ease of an 
airplane, and NASA hopes it will be able 
to ferry people and payload into space 
more cheaply than the fleet of space 
shuttles. 

Lockheed Martin's proposal is 
the most unusual looking by far. Re¬ 
sembling a horizontal triangle in 
flight, its X-33 test vehicle will be 20 
metres long and 20 metres wide at 
the tail, with a gross liftoff weight 
of 124,090 kg. 

Lockheed Martin will receive $900 
million from NASA to develop the ex¬ 
perimental X-33 and conduct a dozen 
or so unmanned, suborbital test flights 
in 1999. Then it will be up to the com¬ 
pany and investors to determine 
whether it is economically feasible to 
proceed with a twire-as-large opera¬ 
tional RLV, or reusable launch vehicle. 
The company estimates it will cost be¬ 
tween four and eight billion dollars to 
build an RLV system. 

Unlike the shuttle, the RLV would 
be completdy reusable, with no throw¬ 
away parts. It also would feature more 
efficient engjnea, lighter fuel tanks and 
more durable thermal insulation, all time 
and cost savers. 


MISCELLANY 

Mughal Road will be open the year 
nwttd 

T he Mughal road revival pre^, an¬ 
nounced by Prime Minister Mr H.D. 
Deve Gowda recently as part of an eco¬ 
nomic package for J A K, will open up a 
much-needed alternative route from 
Jammu to Srinagar that could be expected 
to remain open duoughout the yeac 
There is a fairly good motorable road 
from Jammu to Thana Mandi in Rajouri 
district. The Mughal road project will con¬ 
stitute i^iving and developing the route 
beyond Thana Mandi. The SS-km, Rs 78- 
crore project will go dirough parts of 
Rajouri, Pulwama and Srinagar district. 

The Mughal route fell into disuse 
during die time of die Dogra rulera (1846- 
1947) who built the Jhelum valley road. 
Later, they also built die Banihal Gut road 
which, after 1947, was devebped into die 
present national highway. 

The all-weather Jhelum Valley road 
was not available after 1947 as it passed 
through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. 

Human memory chip being developed 

B ritish scientists are working on a de¬ 
vice which would help people to^re- 
serve their thoughts and experierKes. The 
device, "soulcatcher" memory chip, to be 
ready in less than 30 years, would be con¬ 
nect^ to the optical nerve in die eye and 
would store memory and sensual sen¬ 
sations such as smell, sights and 
sounds in the form of neutron pulses 
in the brain, that can later be down¬ 
loaded into a computer, according to 
the scientists. 

Dr Chris Winter, head of British 
telecom's ardMal life team, diat devel¬ 
oped the device, said "this is the end of 
death". He said by combining this infon 
madon widi a record of a person's genes, 
a person could be recreated physically, 
emotionally and spiritually. 

Romania top scorer at Maths Olympiad 

R omania, the country where the In 
temational Mathematical Olympiad 
(IMO) took birth 37 years ago, walked 
away with most of the iaurris at the ^da 
CSympiad held at Mumbai. 


The star of the show was 17-year-old 
Ciprian Mandescu, the ordy competitor 
to get a perfect score of 42. He, togetiier 
wiffi his ^e teammates, bagged four golds 
and two silvers. 

With a score of 30, Ajay Ramadoss 
won India its second gold so far Ttw Hrst 
gold medal wm won by Rina Panigrahi at 
Bei^ in 1990. The Indian team claimed 
one gold, three silver and one broi^e 
medals. 

Shawl becomes a fashion statement 

S HAWL, tile drape-around expanse of 
exquiritely woven wool, has been in 
India since the \fedic times, but today's 
yout^ ladies in France, tiie universal fa^ 
bn capital use it as tiie ultimate in grace 
and rnodemity. 

Emperor Napoleon's wedding gift to 
his beauteous wife Maria Louise included 
17 shades of this artistic masterpiece. 

What started as a handicraft in Kash¬ 
mir, at tiie dawn of civilisation, has today 
grown into a Rs 400<rore industry, with 
limitless export possibilities waiting to be 
tapped. 

The India Office of the International 
Waol Secretariat (IWS), after surveys in 
both the domestic and international mar¬ 
kets, has found that the shawl is diedding 
its traditional image as the wnq) around 
for "the <X)ld and the old". 

It is increasingly becommg fashion¬ 
able among the younger generation and 
is seen as a clothing accessory with 
round-the-year utility, just like the tie for 
men. 

Shawls are made in many parts of 
India, but pre-eminently the art has its 
domain in Kashmir and Punjab where tiie 
shawl-making profession enqiloys about 
70,000 peopb. 

The country imports more than 20 
lakh kgs of hi^ quality Australian wool 
for duiwls and about 1.1 ctore pieces of 
wool-based shawb are made in the coun¬ 
try every year. 

But, as of now, only 10 per cent of 
tiie output is 8(dd abroad timugh stud¬ 
ies by tiie IWS have indicated a strong 
demand among consumers in Japan, 
France, UK and USA for finer woollen 
diawls. 
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Question Box 


Q. What IS the difference between 
a private company and private sector? 

- Sntgdiw Padhi, Ganjam (Grim) 
A. The pnvdte sector consists of aii tom- 
pames that are pnvately owned 

Q. What is IQ? How can I get my IQ 
tested? 

—Anuradha Singh, Garhshankar (Punjab) 
A The Intelligent Quotient (IQ) is a 
measure of intelligence m a person You 
can take some tests by a psychologist who 
can detemune your IQ 

Q. I am a graduate with 37% marks. 
Can I join a management course? 

—S Kumar DuH, Karidhya (Grim) 
A It IS unhkely that you will get an 
admission in a management course with 
37% marks You should do a vocational 
course and take up a profession rather than 
gomg after further studies 

Q. I want to do an aircraft mainte¬ 
nance course. What are its job prospects? 
—S Nambi Rajan, Thachatmllur (TN) 
A You should enquire from the msb- 
tute offermg this course about its prospects 
and whether they help you m f indmg a job 
after completion of the course 

Q. What 18 the benefit of standing 
first in the IAS examination? 

-Pintu Das Tamiuk (Gnssa) 
A. You can jom the service of your 
choice if you are among the top posihons 
There is no particular benefit of standmg 
hrst 

Q. I am interested in listening to 
foreign radio stations. Will an ordi¬ 
nary radio help? 

—Geurav Nigam, Bijapur (Karmtaka) 
A You need a radio with short-wave 
Any ordinary receiver will do The antenna 


must be very good, for which you should 
check the manufacturer's instructions 
Gradually you will come to know which 
bands are more active at what tunes and 
the frequency of radio stahons all over the 
world 

I 

I 

Q. I am an electrical engineer but 
do not want to do a job. What business 
can 1 start? 

—Aihutosli Dash, Bhubaneshwar (Ons^i) 

A You can set up a unit to make elet ' 
tncal appliances or electrical componenh 1 
for supply to reputed manuiacturei s If you I 
mamtam quality, your products will find 
easy acceptability and you can score ov er I 
the competition j 

Q. What IS ATR? , 

-Ram Mohan Kanungo, Cuttack (Gnssa) i 
A An Action Taken Report (ATR) is a 
report on what has been done with respect 
to a particular work 

Q. Which are the government insti¬ 
tutes for doing the MBA? 

—Samita Bhattacharjee, Agartala (Trtpura) 
A. Most umversities could be termed 
as 'government mstitutes' and many offer 
the MBA programme 

Q. What is a city magazine? 

—Debabrata Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta 
A A aty magazme is one which cov¬ 
ers a particular city It will give in detail 
the activities goii^ on and cover the per¬ 
sonalities of the city These magazmes are 
popular to the local people who want to 
know what are the events gomg on 

Q. I do not have matiis in my class 
12. People tell me there is no career for 
me. Is that true? 

—Ashknt Kumar, Barada (Gujarat) 

A No All people who make their 


careers are not necessarily students of 
maths 

Q. What is meant by 'corporate sec¬ 
tor'? 

—Susnnta Maharana Bhubaneshwar 
(Gnssa) 

A. Companies are corporate enbtics 
The corporate sector thus consists of all 
such companies 

Q. 1 do not have a good academic 
record and earn my living through tu¬ 
itions Can I make a career in mathemat¬ 
ics? 

- Raj Kumar New Delhi 

A If you do not have a good academic 
record, it is doubtful you tan study math 
ematics and acquire a degree It would be 
better to conbnue with your tuitions 

Q. What 1 $ the format of the exami¬ 
nation of the IRMA? » 

—Laht Kumar, Ghariabad (UP) 

A Tlie iormat of the IRMA entrance 
test IS like that of other management en¬ 
trance tests with an enqihasis on economy 
and rural development programmes 

Q. I am doing Agricultural Engineer¬ 
ing but want to iq>|iear in the IAS examiiu- 
tion. Should I leave fliis course? 

—Saurabh Snvastava, Allahabad (UP) 

A As entry to the IAS is not a cer¬ 
tainty, you should not leave the course you 
are dou^ but prepare along with it Incase 
you do not get tbough, at least you will 
have a qualification to fall back upon 

Q. I feel very sleepy at the time of 
my studies. Please help me overcome 
this problem. 

—K jaikxmt, Adra (West Bengal) 

A. If you are getting a good lught's 
sleep, thore is no reason why you should 
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fed sleq>y. Maybe you are working too long at your books. It is 
better to study for diort« periods widi breaks so duit interest is 
maintained a^ you are al^. 

Q. I am an arts graduate but I wanted to become a doctor. 
Should 1 do class 12 privately and appear in medical entrance? 

Sandhya Wrm, Chaziabad (UP) 

A. Though in Western countries one may train for another 
career even late in life, unfortunately in our country the trend is 
almost non-existent. Wedo not know how your family and friends 
are going to react if you start again in the medical stream. It might 
be better to reconcile with facts, but if you like the nredicai line so 
much, you can look at related careers such as that of fitness and 
health where you can help people. There is no cause for being 
frustrated and depressed since there are many things you can sKII 
do. 

Q. How can I prepare for )EE and PMT exams and which 
books should I follow? 

—Souvik Ray, Gandhinagar (Gujarat) 

A. There are a number of books and correspondence courses 
on offer for both these exams. Do a survey and select what you 
think best. 

Q. What is the population density of India? 

—Anil Kumar S., Alumje (Kerala) 

A. According to the 1991 census, population density in India 
is 267 per sq km. 

Q. How many States and Union Territories are there in 
India? 

—Lcena Mukundan, Asmipumi (A.P) 

A. There are 26 States and 6 Union Territories in India. 

Q. Why are moral values going down in Indian society? 

—Ashak Kumar Singh, Calcutta 

A. Qiange is a law of nature. As the society IJecomes exposed 
to outside influences, it will assimilate both good and bad influ¬ 
ences. That is why values too keep changing in society. 

Q. What is the meaning of "pressure groups"? 

—R Sahoo, Bhadrak (Orissa) 

A. Pressure groups are groups of people who lobby or use 
other means to apply pressure on policy makers to change their 
decisions. These groups will also prevent any decisions being taken 
which are against th^ interests. 

Q. What is a proxy as used in the Companies Act, 1956? 

—G. Gopal Krishna, Visakhapatnam (A.P.) 

A. Aproxy is someone aufoorised to act on behalf of another. 
In the Companies Act, this applies to a proxy vote, where a person 
may authorise another to vote on his behalf on certain resolutions 
to he passed by a Comp»iy. 
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makayouAMnf 

■ Mind you, you can’t speak 
fluent English . by using 
wnnan English as a model.. 

■ /VC7R by learning ready¬ 
made sentences by heart. . 
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SPORTS 

CHESS 

World Chess Federation 

RUSSIAN grandmaster Anatoly Karpov retained his World Chess 
Federation (FIDE) title after Rawing the match with US chal¬ 
lenger Gata Kamsky in the 18th game. The 20-game champion¬ 
ship was held in Elista, capital of the Russian republic of Kalmykia. 
Karpov won the title reaching 10.5 points and a cash prize of 
$937,500. ' 

CRICKET 

India-England Test series 

ENGLAh^ won the Test series against India 1-0, with die Test at 
'Rent Bridge ending in a draw. Morale of the Indian side was at a 
low ebb with the team caught in unseeming controversies. Navjot 
Sidhu walked out of the team, while captain Azharuddin's per¬ 
sonal affairs dominated the news. 

England-Pakistan 

PAKISTAN swept to a 164-run win in their first Test against 
England played at Lord's. Mushtaq Ahmed with 5 for 57 
and Waqar Younis with 4 for 85 caused England to col¬ 
lapse from 168 for 1 to 243 all out. England thus lost 9 
wickets for just 75 runs in a sensational spell on the fifth 
and final day. 

TENNIS 

Wimbledon, 1996 

STEFFI Graf swept Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in straight sets to 
win her seventh Wimbledon title and 20th grand slam cham¬ 
pionship. Graf overwhelmed Sanchez-Vicario in the first set 
and held off a second set charge to win 6-3, 7-5 victory in 1 
hour 28 minutes. This was Graf's 100th career singles title and 
moved her within two of Navratilova's record of nine 
\^^mbledon titles. 

Dutchman Richard Krajicek won die Wimbledon men's singles 
title, beating American Malivai Washington 6-3, 6-4, 6-3 with a 
commanding display of power tennis. He slammed 14 aces to win 
his first grai\d sliun title. 

Martina Hingis (15 years and 282days) became the youngest 
ever \^toi>ledon chair^ion when she and Helena Sukova downed 
Meredith McGrath and Larisa Nieland to win the women's dobles 
tide. 
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GEtslERAL KNOWL EDGE^^^^I 


Maniram Aggarwtd's 
GENERAL KNOWI,EDGE DIGEST & 
GENERAL STUDIES 58/e 1997 
R.K. Jain 

nwpi JR nfta'ifhjt 
R.S. Aggarwal 
ADVANCED OBJECTIVE 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE l/c 1996 


ENGLISH COMPOSITION 


TSaran 

PRECIS WRITING & DRAFHNG 30/e 1995 
VRITI rlR 3WraR 

A.N. Kapur 

A GUIDE TO BUSINESS 
CORRESPONDENCE 2/c 1995 
DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH-HINDI 
USAGE & TECHNICAL 
TERMINOLOGY I/e 1996 


REASONING 


J?.5. Aggarwal 

A MODERN APPROACH TO VERBAL 
REASONING I/e reprint 19% 

A MODERN APPROACH TO NON-VERBAl. 
REASONING 1/e reprint 1996 

[both volumes combined 


MATHEMATICS 


R.K. Aggarwal 

AN ADVANCED APPROACH TO DATA 


INTERPRETATION I/e 1996 

MATHEMATICS FOR N.D.A 


ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 3/c repnnt 1996 
OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC 


(NUMERICAL ABILITY TEST) 2/e reprint 1996 
QUANTITATTVE APTITUDE 


(FUaV SOLVED) 6/c reprint 1996 


^ITHMETIC (Subjective & Objective) 6/e 1995 
Jlfw? ; SfilM % fell 


^ 5/e 1996 


SrofoPT WI#!) 2/c 1995 

3if^ 1/e 1996 

75.00 

(Qitantitotive Aptitude) 



XX S.CHAND & COMPANY LTD. 



105.00 

60.00 

160.00 


40.00 

40.00 

70.00 

90.00 


Price 

(In Rupees) 
175.00 
110.00 

140.00 
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Descriptive Questions 


Improving sanitary conditions in 
urban areas 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to improve sanitary conditions in urban 
areas. Explain how your suggestions 
will be helpful in the matter. 

4ns. What harm garbage and unhy¬ 
gienic conditions can do to the people, both 
physically and emotionally, still stares us 
in the face m the ugly form of "plague" or 
any other epidemic which is the direct off¬ 
shoot of an all round dulh and filth With 
urbanisation spreadmg its fangs with a , 
' ongeance and new colonies and slums [ 
i onung into existence without proper sew¬ 
erage, drainage, roads, garbage disposal | 
etc, the likelihood ot people falling victims 1 
to one disease or the other is not an imagi¬ 
nary fear hut a day-to-day reality that af¬ 
flicts the vulnerable and die weak, both 
ov ertly as well as covertly The re-appear¬ 
ance of malaria, gastro-ententis and other 
ailments, resulting from unsanitary bvmg 
condibons in urban areas, should make 
all thmking people sit up and consider 
the remedial measures before we are 
(aught with cauldron of crisis with un¬ 
precedented dimensions in order to set 
the things right now, the followmg mea¬ 
sures should be taken with utmost care 
and caution so that the sanitary condi¬ 
tions prevailing in our urbans do not get 
further deteriorated 

There is no denying the fact that over 
the years the quantity and quality of gar¬ 
bage has undergone a sea-diange There 
has been no corresponding effort and m- 
tenbon on ttie part of civic authorities to 
grapple widi the problem, with the result 
dut we are face to face with Iwaps of dirt 
and filth, almost everywhere m our towns 
and cities. 1b make matters worse, people 
have abo stopped to treat health and sani¬ 


tation as urgent and immediate concerns 
of dieir concepts and actions The problem 
of unsanitary condibons in our urban ar¬ 
eas has to be met with a two-pronged at¬ 
tack The sfuggish CIVIC authonties have to 
be awakened to theu responsibilities of 
keepmg die uihan areas neat and clean by 
bfting and disposing of the garbage and 
also by re-cyclmg die sewer water mto 
useful purposes The public at large will 
have to be invoh cd m the gigantic task of 
making their surroundings liveable and 
loveable at all tosb 

No new colonies should be sanctioned 
before proper and adequate civic services 
die provided there first It is the height of 
absurditv to raise colonies or houses first 
and then think of constructing drains, sew¬ 
erage facilities and the like later on Such 
an approach smacks of ad-hocism or 'put¬ 
ting the cart before the horse' Slums, wher¬ 
ever thev are in existence, should be 
removed and the slum-dwellers given al¬ 
ternate aci ommodation provided with all 
the basic facibties and services 

I he use of audio-visual media to edu¬ 
cate the people to keep their envunnment 
free trom garbage and dirt should be made 
use of In the school curriculum, special 
lessons or chapters should be included on 
sanitation and hygiene so that children 
learn the art and practice of cleanlmess, 
which is next only to godliness 

Investment in research and 
development 

Q. Some people think dtat India 
should not depend on foreign technol¬ 
ogy alone. Rather^ she ihonld invest 
more in scientific research and devri- 
opmmt at home. Give three aqpuments 
in favour or against the proposition. 

Ana. In the present day world, acten- 


tific research and development have come 
to occupy die pnde of place in the plan¬ 
ning and pursuit of national goab of self- 
reliance and economic resilience. With 
globalisation the current com, tech¬ 
nology and its demand by developmg 
countries is on the nse and any denial or 
delay m its dehvery can harm ^ lutional 
mterests For a big country like India, it is 
a matter of serious concern and consider¬ 
ation to become self-supporting, as ter as 
possible, in the areas of scientific innova¬ 
tions and technological advancemem If 
some people plead diat India should 
spoid more on research and development 
and depend less on second hand foragn 
technology, there is worth and weight m 
thev proposition 

By any reckonmg, UNESCO's first 
world saence report makes dismal read¬ 
ing for ail developmg countires The gap 
between them and mdustnalised nations 
m expenditure on soenbfic research and 
development appears tobe growmg wider 
by the day If India is to reduce her depen¬ 
dence on imported technology fiwreisno 
choice but to substantially increase invest¬ 
ment on research and development m 
national laboratories and other research 
institutes 

Lest we are cau^t nappmg in a enti- 
cal situaticmin future, India ou^ to fol¬ 
low the example of much smaller 
countnes like South Korea, Japan and 
Taiwan and tailor her research to her 
growing needs m vital areas of devdop- 
m«it 1!U now. It seems fiuitirili and ottiW 
institutea have devoted ter too little at¬ 
tention to what is known u appiopiiate 
tedmology. Ihe entire field of non- re¬ 
newable energy sources has been crying 
out fin-furfiwr reseanh Same is Ute fate 
of t^grading themtire tnuupcMrt qvtem 
and other ^ds of natumal Mconstmc- 
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tion. In the absence of adequate allocation 
of funds for research and development, 
India will have to remain contait^ with 
outmoded technobgy dut the advanced 
coimtrles may offer or withhold at their 
sweet will. 

Whether we relish it or not, the fact 
is that Indian industry of its own has no 
stake either in the health or demise of R & 
D. On the other hand, if the existing labo¬ 
ratories are allowed to decay due to lack 
of funds, India's foothold in many 
branches of science and technology will 
be put to jeopardy. Laboratories, built 
over the years by foresighted persons, 
would be destroyed. 

Total collapse of transport and 
communications 

Q. If the vital services like trans* 
port and communications collapse all 
over the world, what will happen? Men¬ 
tion three consequences of such a situ¬ 
ation. 

Ans. Wb ail know, 'speed and success' 
and 'commerce and communications' are 
the outstanding hall-marks of modern i 
civilisation. If by any chance, conflict or 
calamity, the vital services like transport 
and tele-communications collapse or dis¬ 
appear from the world, die following con¬ 
sequences are inevitable in all their 
intensity and intolerance. 

Once the all-pervasive means of trans¬ 
port, diat opiate on land, water and air, 
and communications, that manifest them¬ 
selves in die form of telephones, pagers, 
hix-machine, teleprinters and the like, col¬ 
lapse or disappear, the very face of this 
world would be totally distorted. Human 
beings, who have become the slaves of 
these facilities, would find themselves 
high and dry in the absence of these ser¬ 
vices. In fact, it is not only in the very 
sophisticated areas of activity that the ill- 
effects of the new situation would be felt 
but also in the daily routine of life where 
getting (earning) and spending, bread and 
butter are the munediate requirements of 
all human beings. 

Miliums of workers, experts, engineers 
etc, whose livelihood, passions and plea¬ 
sures are intiinatiedy linked widi the em¬ 


ployment provided by these services, 
would become jobless. Business-men, in¬ 
dustrialists, diplomats and a host of other 
professionals all over the world would 
find the going rather tough and with 
no immediate alternatives available to 
tide over the problems of distances and 
direct conununication with others, the 
pattern of life would diange for the 
worse, with unbearable fall-out visible 
everywhere. With the disappearance of 
all modes of transport, dependent upon 
machines and fuel, human beings of all 
categories Would find themselves 
stranded, looking helpless, hapless and 
hopeless. 

The immediate impact erf the new situ¬ 
ation would be felt the most in those areas 
where the carrying of goods like food, 
medicines, etc is urgent. Perforce, we may 
have to fall back upon the mediaeval 
modes of transport like the bullock-cart 
and the pigeons or runners to carry mes¬ 
sages from one place to another. In the 
absence of communications net-work, 
even the security of each coimtry would 
become vulnerable and a matter of colos- 
I sal concern. In short, the collapse or dis¬ 
appearance of indispensable services like 
various means of transport and commu¬ 
nications, would adversely affect ail the 
world over and the ill-consequences 
would be felt in all directions and dimen¬ 
sions. 

Inflation, prices and wage-freeze 

Q. In order to curb inflation and 
price-rise, wages of ail categories of 
employees should be frozen for two 
years at least. Give your views based 
on reading, experience and knowl¬ 
edge on the proposition under discus¬ 
sion. 

Ans. The questiem of 'wage-heeze' is 
closely linked with the economic health of 
a country. It is only under very trying and 
tortuous situations like economic emer¬ 
gency, aggression or dvil war that an ex~ 
treme step like 'wage-freeze' is resorted to 
by the powers-that-be. Such a move also 
indicates a sense of frustration and failure 
to manage die affairs of the State. It is 
agreed on all hands that tiw proposition 


under reference is a bitter pill tiiat the rid¬ 
ers wish to push down tiie throats of mil¬ 
lions living on fixed incotnes, in whose case 
the real vdue or purchasing power of their 
take-home salary has been feeing a con¬ 
tinuous erosion and slide. Wttii inflation 
and prices showing no decline and always 
on the move upwards, the proposal to go 
in for 'wage-feKze' for two years at least is 
fraught with very unpredictable conse¬ 
quences. 

Having indulged in all sorts of popu¬ 
list policies and programmes to play to 
the gallery for votes and political power, 
the present situation of 'resources crunch' 
and mounting deficit in relation to GNP, 
is not the fault of employees but that of 
the power-brokers and power-wieiders. 
To ask the employees to tighten their belt 
when the waist has already been 
squeezed beyond endurance, is like rub¬ 
bing salt to tile wounds. No trade union 
worth its name would even consider 
such a proposal and in the absence of a 
consensus or mutual agreement be¬ 
tween the employers and the employ¬ 
ees on such a 'life-and-death issue' no 
worth-while outcome or rosy result is 
to take shape. Rather such a move may 
prove like showing the red rag to the 
bull. 

Instead of talking loose about 'wage- 
freeze' and adopting half-hearted measures 
tocontrol inflation and price-rise, waste¬ 
ful expenditure and fulsome profligacy 
on the part of government and its mul¬ 
tiple agencies and corporations, the plan¬ 
ners and policy-makers should take 
stringent steps to set their house in or¬ 
der. Jumbo-type ministries should be 
pruned and all uncalled for and supe^ 
fluous items of expenditure like provid¬ 
ing security to one and all, palatial 
houses to ministers and bureaucrats, 
perks wd privileges to those who can 
manipulate the strings of State powers, 
are some of the proposals that should 
be looked into and executed. Unless the 
powers-that-be adopt a realistic ap¬ 
proach to the burning problems of the 
country, witiiout looking for short-term 
gains, it would be a folly to provoke the 
employees and invite their wrath for 
notiling. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESnONB 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

UPSC Exam for Recruitment of Administrative Officers in Employees’ 
State Insurance Corporation held on 17th December, 1995 


Questions 1-47 had appeared in 
August '96 issue. The balance questions 
alongwilh complete answers are given 
below. 

Passage III 

'Oh that's easy' replied the old 
man, 'any one can do ti\at; whatever 
you love and trust in this world lov^ 
you in return. We love the water that 
makes everything pure and sweet for 
us, and is never tired of cleansing, and 
the water loves us in return; any one 
can walk on it; but won't you teach me 
that beautiful prayer, the prayer Jesus 
taught His disciples?' 

48. What was that the old man 
said 'any one can do'? 

(a) To walk on water 
(fi) To make the water sweet and 
pure for our use 

(c) To cleanse and wash every¬ 

thing with water before use 

(d) To keep the source of life- 

S ving water free from pol- 
ition 

49. What, according to the old 
man, can enable man to be happy in 
life? 

(a) Harnessing the power of na¬ 
ture 

(b) Controlling his passion 
(r) Loving and trusting nature 
^(d) “nie renunciation of natural 
pleasure 

50. ‘ The old man wanted to be 
taught that 'beautiful prayer' Jesus 
tau^t to His disciples because 

(a) he wanted to escape from his 
painful life 

(b) it taught the importance of 
suffering and sacrifice 

(c) it taught the message of love 
. and trust 

(d)' it assured a better life after 
death 

51. The old man's mode and man¬ 
ner of speech is that of 

a deeply pious man 


(b) a profound thinker 

(c) an ascetic 

(d) a religious fundamentalist 

Passage IV 

The function of education has 
never been to free the mind and the 
spirit of man, but to bind diem. To the 
end that the mind and spirit of his 
children should never escape. Homo 
sapiens has wanted acquiescence, not 
originality, from his offspring. It is 
natural that this should be so, for where 
every man is unique tlwre is no society, 
and where there is no society th«e can 
be no man. Contemporary American 
educators think they want creative 
children, yet it is an open question as to 
what they expect these children to cre¬ 
ate. If all through school the young 
were provoked to question the Ten 
Commandments, the sanctity of 
revealed religion, the foundations of 
patriotism, the two-party system, 
monogamy and so on, we would have 
more creativity than we could handle. 
In teachmg our children to accept the 
fundamentals of social relationships 
and religious beliefs without question 
we follow the ancient highways of the 
human race. 

52. According to the above pas¬ 
sage, which one erf the following state¬ 
ments comes closest to describir^ the 
function of educatiem? 

(a) Education is intended to in¬ 
stil originality in the stu¬ 
dents 

(b) Education paves the way for 
creating acceptance of social 
norms 

\'c) Educatiem acts as a means of 
enforcing discipline in 
society 

(i) Education helps to free foe 
mind of man 

53. The reference in foe passage to 
the Ten Commandments has been 
made by the aufoor to suggest that 

(a) one must try to be a good 
Christian 


(b) religious beliefo are fun¬ 
damental to good social 
relatimiships 

(c) one should ftrflow the an¬ 
cient highways of human 
race 

(d) interrogation of existing 
beliefs is not fundamental to 
education 

54. According to the passage, 
which one of the following will be the 
result of 'having more creativity than 
we could handle'? 

(a) It will result in acquiescence, 
not originality 

(b) There wiU be no society 

(c) Religious beliefs will not be 

accepted 

(d) The fundamentals of social 
relationships will come 
under question 

55. Which one of the following 
statements best reflects the underlying 
tone of the passage? 

(a) The yoimg should not be 
provoted to questiem all foe 
nmdamentals of society 

(b) We have to go back to foe old 
ways of teaching 

(c) The two-party system of 
government should not be 
questioned 

(d) Eveiy child is unique and foe 
teacher has to encourage his 
creativity 

RECONSTRUCTING PASSAGE 

(Items 56 to 60) 

Directions: 

In items 56 to 60 foere are six sen¬ 
tences marked Si, Se, P, Q, R, S. TTie 
positions of Si and Se are fixed. You are 
required to choose one of the four alter¬ 
natives given below every passage 
which would be the most logical se¬ 
quence of foe sentences in the passage. 

Mark your re^onse on foe Answer 
^xaet at foe appropriate space. 

Example X hasbeen s^ved for you. 
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Example X; 

Si: A poor peasant went off early 
one morning to plough, taking with 
him for his breakfast a piece of bread. 

Ss: He lifted the coat, but the bmad 
was gone! 

P: After a while, when his horse 
was tired and he was hungry, the 
peasant stopped ploughing. 

Q; He hid it imder a bush and 
started work. 

R; He went to get his coat and his 
breakfast. 

S: He got his plough ready and put 
his coat round the bread. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) S Q P R 

(b) Q P R S 

(c) P R S Q 

(d) R S Q P 

Explanation: The proper sequence 
in this Example is: SQPR which is 
marked (a). Therefore 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 56 to 60, 

56. Si: Suppose that you are 
engaged in some kind of research. 

Ss: And you may be left totally in 
the dark about how your discoveries 
and inventions are being used. 

P: So you have no time to consider 
the effects your discovery may have on 
the field of medicine. 

Q: You are engaged, let us say, in 
investigating some scientific aspect of 
medicine. 

R: It is possible that someone may 
make hoardes of money by using your 
research. 

S: The work is difficult and is likely 
to absorb foe whole of your intellectual 
energy, and time. 

The proper sequence should be 

(«) Q S R P 

a») Q S P R 

(c) S Q R P 

(d) S Q P R 

57. Si: It is a remarkable fact and a 
regrettable fact that in the case of the 
vast majority of students, whilst they 
entertain noble impulses during their 
student days, these disappear when 
foey ftnirii th^ studies. 

Ss: There is no correspondenra be¬ 
tween foe education that is ^ven and 
the home life and the village life. 

P: Surely there is somefoing wrong 
in this. 


Q: Every educationist, everyone 
who has had to do wifo the students, 
has realised that our educational sys¬ 
tem is ftiulty. 

R: The vast majority of them look 
out for loaves and ftshes. 

S: It does not correspond to the re¬ 
quirements of the country, certainly not 
to the requirement of a developing 
country. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) R P S Q 
(t) R P Q S 

(c) P R Q S 

(d) P R S Q 

58. Sj: She went to foe party to 
meet her long-lost friends. 

Ss: Their marriage took place short¬ 
ly afterwards. 

P: He was now weil-placed in life 
and looking for a suitable partner. 

Q; One of her neighbours, who had 
been her senior at school also came 
there. 

R: The parents gave their consent 
after some initial objections. 

S; They were satisfied with each 
other and approached their parents. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) Q P R S 

(b) Q P S R 

. (c) P S Q R 

(d) P S R Q 

59. Si: This energy may not be 
visible on the outside, but matter can be 
made to yield energy under certain con¬ 
ditions. 

Ss: This is the principle of the atom 
bomb. 

P: We can calculate how much of 
eneigy a quantity of wood or coal or oil 
can give. 

Q: When wood or coal bums, enar- 
gy is given off, that is, the heat can be 
u^ to make steam to drive engines. 

R; For instance, particles of metal 
can be split and they will give energy. 

S: Things that do not ordiiuuily 
bum can also be made to give energy. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) Q P S R 

(b) Q P R S 

(c) R S P Q 

(d) R P Q S 

60. Many of the activities in 
today's society ate performed by com¬ 
puters. 


Ss: Such care is necessary to keep 
the computer fully efficient and reli¬ 
able. 

P: Hence it should be installed in a 
very good room. 

Q: That is to protect it from dirt, 
dust and smoke. 

R: The computer is a very sensitive 
and costly electronic machine. 

S: Generally an air-conditioned 
room is used for this purpose. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) S P Q R 

(b) R P Q S 

(c) R P S Q 

(d) P S R Q 


_ ANSWERS _ 

1 . (c) 'to dispose of all his property' 

2 . (b) 'the next door' 

3. (c) 'for my bmther' 

4. (b) 'of talent' 

5. (o) 'At last the captain said' 

6 . (fl) 'You should not lose your....' 

7. (b) 'and unless you hurry' 

8 . (fl) '1 have never seen him wasting 

his time' 


9. 

(b) 

'is different from' 

10 . 

ib) 

'when the students' 

11 . 

(b) 

12 . (c) 

13. 

(c) 

14. 

(b) 

15. (a) 

16. 

(b) 

17. 

(d) 

18. (b) 

19. 

(fl) 

20 . 

(fl) 

21 . (c) 

22 . 

(d) 

23. 

(c) 

24. (d) 

25. 

(fl) 

26. 

(d) 

27. (b) 

28. 

(b) 

29. 

(b) 

30. (fl) 

31. 

(b) 

32. 

(c) 

33. (c) 

34. 

(b) 

35. 

(c) 

36. (c) 

37. 

(fl) 

38. 

(fl) 

39. (b) 

40. 

(c) 

41. 

(c) 

42. (d) 

43. 

(fl) 

44. 

(b) 

45. (a) 

46. 

(fl) 

47. 

(d) 

48. (d) 

49. 

(c) 

50. 

(c) 

51. (fl) 

52. 

(b) 

53. 

(d) 

54. (C) 

55. 

(d) 

56. 

(d) 

57. (b) 

58. 

(b) 

59. 

{«) 

60. (C) 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies 

Solved Questions from the Previous Years’ General Studies Papers 

Q. 1. In what way do land retornis help agricultural The thrust of the Eighth Plan is towards recording the r^ts ‘ 

growth? Briefly state the aim of land reforms as envisaged in of tenants and share-croppers with die objective of giving tlwm 
the Eighth Five Year Flan. (About 250 words.) security of tenure. The allottees of surplus land and tenants ate 

Civil Services (Main) 1995 to be provided widi a package of modem inputs to enhance die 
Ans. 1. Land reforms is a comprehensive phenomenon. V^ith yield from dieir lands Ihis strata would meet the tvrin objec- 

the advent of Green Revolution in late sixties, the government tive of poverty alleviation and growtii of agricultural ou^ut. 

realised that the agricultural sector could not look up beyond a Consolidahon of holdings is also to be made compulsory in the 
particular limit if the existing vices and malpracdces were not command areas of large irrigation projects, 
removed. At that pomt of time, Indian agriculture was marred by 

large scale tenancies and absentee landlordism, skewed distribu- Q. 2. What is AIDS? Describe its salient features. (About 250 { 

tion of land holdmgs, fragmented holdings, problem of landless words.) 

persons and poor state of land records The government of India Cml Services (Mam) 1995 

as well as the State governments, enacted several legislations which Ans. 2. Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is a 

were aimed at removing the above bottlenecks In a predomi- newly discovert disease which was discovered for the first time 

nantly agraram economy like in 1981 in USA Mostoftfiedis- 

ours, agricultural production which are caused by in- 

and productivity is direclly Thu frature has been specially prepared to help the aspiring fectious organisms can be 

Imked with the land reforms, candidates of Civil Services (Mams) examination have an idea of prevented by vaccination. Dis- 

which aim at imposing land type of questions that are asked in the Ckneral Studies paper and eases like small-pox have al- 

ceiling, redistribution of sur- the way these questions are to be answered October'9b issue will mostbeen wiped outoftheface 

plus land to the landless, also incorporate questions from previous papers, Noi^ber'96 ofhumaruty. AIDS, howev^ 

proprietory rights to the ten- ond December '96 issues will carry expected questions Readers iscausmgafreshandextiemdy 

ants, updatmg of land records ore invited to send us any specific topic or question that they serious challenge to the medi- 

and consolidation of holdmgs would like us to include in this feature cal research in the world, witti 

All these measures help in no known cure or vaccine avail- 

bringing the land under able to combat it. AIDS vin® 

healthy and economic practices. Most of the States m India have distroys the body's cultural immune system against the diseases 
already implemented the above mentioned land reforms. Progress and the affected person becomes susceptible to all kind of dis- 
in a few States has been very good, while some States are still eases and slowly comes closer to deadi. 
struggling with the implementation of these reforms, which is The deadly disease has several foatures. AIDS ® a specific 
replete with legal and political hurdles All this has significantly clinical entity associated with infection by a virus, a retovirus 

called Human T-Lymphotrophic Virus Type-HI (HTIV-IID or LAV 
(Lymphadenopathy-Associated Virus) depending upon the man¬ 
ner m whkh the virus was isolated by various research groups. 
Thts virus is collectively called Human Immuno-defidraicy Vi¬ 
rus (HIV). The virus may take at an average 8 to 10 years’ time to 
completely destroy foe immune system erf foe body. The disease 
is transmitted only throu^ sexual intercourse and infected blood 
contacts. Homosexual men and intravoious drug abusers form 
foe highest risk group, but transmission may occur by hetrosexual 
intercourse, doitists' tools, blood donation/transfusion etc also. 
The virus primarily destroys a type of white blood cells (T4 lym¬ 
phocytes) of foe affected persiHis. This results in abolition of body 
resistance to infections and even rdatively insigtuficant otgut- 


contrfouted to the increase m agricultural production in the coun¬ 
try, supplementing the measures like providing urrigatuni facili¬ 
ties, providing high yielduig varieties of seeds and use of chemical 
ferti^rs. 

The aun of land reforms as envuaged m foe Hghfo Five Year 
Plan is fulfilment of all foe five principldb of National Land Re¬ 
forms Policy I.C., abolition of intermediaries, tenancy reforms with 
ownership rights to the actual cultivators, redistribution of sur¬ 
plus ceiling 1^, consolidation of holdings and updatmg of land 
records. Landlessness is foe root cause of poverty ih rural areas. In 
a country like ours where about 70 percent population ® depen¬ 
dent on agriculture, access to and ownership of land is a major 
source of employment and income. 
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isms can cause life thr^tening infections. Casual contact with the 
phtients or mosquito bites have not ^wn to transmit the virus. 

Infected mothers can transmit the disease to thdr children 
during pregirancy itself. Hence, the mode of transmission of the 
disease puts women and children in high risk group of popula¬ 
tion. As per one Wbrld Health Organisation (VWO) reprt, one 
new person is infected with AIDS evay 15 to 20 seconds and it 
is estimated that by turn of die century there would be 40 to 120 
million HIV irrfections with 90 per cent of diem in the develop¬ 
ing countries. AIDS infection is spreading rapidly in India too. In 
1992 die estimated number of AIDS-affected persons was between 
5 to 10 lakh and it is further estimated that by die year 2000 AD, 
diere woidd be over one million AIDS patients in India. 

Q. 3. Answer any two of the following; (Answer to each 
question should be in almt 150 words.) 

(a) Explain the functions-of the Estimates Committee." 

(h) Describe the non-federal features of the Council of States. 

(c) What are die Constitutional Rights of the Citizens of 
India? What do you think about the demand of the NRIs for dual 
citizenship? 

(d) Describe the salient features of Anti-Defection Law. 

Civil Services (Main) 1995 

Ans. 3. (a) Estimates Committee is a Constitutional Commit¬ 
tee of the Parliament to monitor the financial system. After the 
govonment proposes expenditure on different items, the Esti¬ 
mates Committee carries out a scrutiny of the expenditure pro¬ 
posed. This amiually constituted Commitlee examines the 
proposed estimates with a view to; 

(i) report to die House about die economies, improvements 
in organisation, efficiency or administrative reforms proposed 
by it, consistent with the policy behind the proposed estimates; 

(it) suggest alternate policies with a view to bring about 
efficiency and economy in the administration; 

(Hi) examine and recommend whether the funds are pro¬ 
vided by remaining widiin die limits of the policy envisaged in 
the estimates; and 

(iv) suggest and recommend the form in which the proposed 
estimates are to be presented to die Parliament. 

The report of the Estimates Committee also exerts informal 
but institutional influence in checking the extravagance in the 
government proposals or the estimates for the coming year and 
exercises great influence in the matter of modifying remoulding 
and re-adjusting the estimates. 

Ans. 3. (b) In every federal system, the Conncil of States is 
generally called the Upper House because of its inqmrtance in the 
federation. But, Council of States (Rajya Sabha) in India has sev¬ 
eral non-federal features, which are as under; 

(i) The number of members horn eadi State is not prc^r- 
tional to the population of the States, nor is the number of mem¬ 
bers from each State equal. 

(ii) House of People (Lok Sabha) enjoys more financial pow^ 
ers, whidi have been k^t in its sole preview. A weaker portion 
of the Council of States in this r^ard is a non-federal future. 


(m) Council of States, by a special resolutions supported by 
not less than two third of its members presoit and voting may, 
authorise the Parliament, if it is necessary in the naticmal intaest 
to legislate in the matters specified even in the State list. This 
provision of Article 249 underlines a non-federal feature of Council 
of States. 

(m) Article 312 of die Constitution also empowers the Coun¬ 
cil of States to audiorise the Parliament to make legislation pro¬ 
viding for creation of one or more All-India Services, common to 
the Union and the States. But such an en^werment can be given 
to the Parliament by the Council of States if a resolution is sup¬ 
ported by not less than two-third of the members present and 
voting, if it is in the national interest to do so. It is a non-federal 
feature, as it authorises the Parliament to enact in a matter prima¬ 
rily related with the States. 

Ans. 3. (c) Indian Constitution seeks to confer certain rights 
and privileges upon the Indian citizens, which are denied to the 
foreigners. The following are the rights of citizens of Lidia as 
provided in Indian Constitution: 

(i) Some of the fundamental rights, including protection 
against discrimination (Article 15), equality of opportunity in the 
matter of public employment (Article 16), and fre^oms of speech, 
assembly, association, movement, residence and profession (Ar¬ 
ticle 19) arc available to the citizens only. 

f ii) Only citizens of India are eligible to be elected/appointed 
to certain offices like President, Vice-President, Judge of the Su¬ 
preme Court or of a High Court, Governor of a State, Attorney 
General, Advocate Geieral etc. 

(Hi) The rights of suffrage for election to the House of People 
and Legislative Assembly of every State and the right to become 
a member of the Parliament and a State Legislature are also re¬ 
stricted to the Indian Citizens only. 

Indian citizens are further entitled to the benefit of proce¬ 
dural benefits in clause I and 2 of Article 22, pertaining to arrest 
and detention, which is not available to die enemy aliens. In ad¬ 
dition, citizens of India also enjoy all the rights coriferred by vari¬ 
ous statutes, acts passed by the Parliament and State Assemblies 
concerned and rules fram^ there-under, and other rights accru¬ 
ing due to administrative instructions and orders of die govern¬ 
ment. 

Indian Constitution envisages single citizenship and the sys¬ 
tem of dual citizenship available in the United States of America 
is not adopted. This is a feature which provides unitary bias to the 
Indian federation. In a system with dual citizenship, bk}th the 
federal and provincial governments operate direedy upon the 
citizens who are the subject of both tlw government and owe 
allegiance to both the governments. The demand of some Non- 
Resident Indians (NRIs) to give dual citizenship is ill founded. 
They have gone a step alwad and demanded citizenship of two 
countries i£., the country of their present residence as well as 
Lidia. Such a demand is not only against the spirit of die Consti¬ 
tution, but also runs contrary to the bask structure of-the Consti¬ 
tution also and may not be able to stand the test of law and 
judicial review. 
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Am. 3. (if) The Anti-defection Law was inbtxiuced in the 
Ccmstitution of India in 1965 by way of 52nd Amendment to the 
Constitution. The following are the salient features of the said Act: 

(t) A member of the Parliament or State LegisUtuie bdonging 
to any political party shall be disqualified from the memberdup 
of that House if he has voluntarily given up his menti^ership of 
such political party, or if he votes or abstains from voting in such 
House contrary to any decisions issued by tiie political party to 
which he belongs or by any person or autoority autiiorised by it 
in this behalf, without obtitining, in either case, tire prior permis¬ 
sion of such a political party, person or authority, and such voting 
or abstention has not been condoned by such political party, per¬ 
son or authority within 15 days bom tire date of such voting or 
abstention. 

(t'O An elected member of a House who has been elected as 
an independent shall be disqualified from being the member of 
that House if he joins any political party after elections. 

(iu) Anominated meii^r of a House shall be disqualihed for 
being the member of a House if he joins any political party after 
the expiry of six months from the date of which he takes his seat 
after complying with the requirements of Articles 99 or 188, as the 
case may be. 

Q. 4. How did the outbreak of Second World War affect India's 
political scene? Did the Cripps Mission {esolve the political cri¬ 
sis in India? (About 250 words) 

Civil Services (Main) 1994 

Ans. 4. After the outoreak of Second Wsrld War, the British 
Government declared that India was also a waning nation against 
the Axis forces. The Indian National Congress resented the deci¬ 
sion, as it was taken without taking toe Indians mto confidence. 
Ministries in eight provinces resigned against this decision in 
October 1939. But, by middle of 1940 France and Britain were 
devastated by air attacks. It was at this point of time that Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi declared that the Congress was willing to cooper¬ 
ate provided that India's right to self-governance was accepted 
after the war and a provisional government, cottsisting of all im- 
portarrt political parties was installed as interim arrangement. ‘Dus 
offer wi^ rqected, but on August 8,1940, Lord Linlitogow issued 
a statement, also called the "August Offer", seeking cooperation 
of Indians on the following conditions: 

(a) governance of India would not be handed over to any 
speh orgarusation which would be opposed by any large and 
powerful element in India's national life. 

(b) Indians had the right to fraone their own Constitution and 
Assembly for this purpose would be set up after the war. 

(e) ADefence Advisory Conunittee indudir^ Indians would 
be framed immediately after tire war. 

The Congress rejected toe offer and there was a deadlock. 
But as the Allies suffered one setback afto: toe other Prime Min¬ 
ister Winston Church^ d^uted Cripps Mission to India. Cripps 
Misuon, heeded by Sr Stafford Cripps, came to India on Mai^ 
23,. 1942 and put up toe foUowit^ piDposals: 

(e) India would be granted fuU dominion status and tiie rig^t 


to secede from the British Commonwerdto of Nations. Special 
protection was to be provided to the tdigious minorities. 

(b) After the war a Constituent Assembly would be framed 
including the Indian representatives and representatives from 
tiie princely States. States would be free eitiwr to adhere to the 
Constitution or not. 

(c) By toe time the new Constitution was framed, the British 
Government would retain toe control of defence of India throu^ 
Government of India. 

The proposals were rqected by Indian leaders as these indi¬ 
rectly accepted the demand of Pakistan, allowed the princely 
States to remain out of the new Union and no time lixpit i^as 
prescribed for grant of Dominion Status. Miuilim League also 
rejected toe proposals as toe demand of Pakistan was not clearly 
accepted. The Cr^ps Mission, toerefore, failed to resolve the dead¬ 
lock and crisis and it was followed up by the call for "Quit India". 

Q. 5. Answer any two of the following: (Answer to each 
question should be in about 150 words.) 

(a) Where do we find large desert areas in India? What steps 
have been taken by the government for their development? 

(b) What measures have been taken by the government of 
India to develop own sources for the supply of petroleum crude? 
Discuss the measures of success achieved in this regard. 

(c) Why are floods such a recurrent feature in India? Discuss 
toe measures taken by the government for flood control. 

(d) What are the important wheat growing regions in India 
and why? Are we growing enough wheat in India to meet our 
demand for it? 

Civil Services (Main) 1985 

Ans. 5. (a) Large desert areas in India are mostly found in the 
State of Rajasthan. However, hot deserts are also found in the 
States of Gujarat and Haryana. In addition, India also has cold 
deserts in the States of Himachal Pradesh mid Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir. The total area of desert is about 3.62 lakh square kilometres 
with a population of about 15 million living in them (Source: 
Eighth Plan document). This area and population is spread in 
131 blocks of 21 districts in 5 States mentioned above. 

The Government of India, in the year 1977-78, initiated a 
programme known as Desert Development Prograirune pDP) 
for the development of desert areas, on the recommendations of 
the National Commission on Agriculture. The main aim of the 
programme is to control toe desertification, on tiie one hand, and 
to ensure rapid economic developmoit of toese areas, on toe 
other. The activities which are fundril by toe government under 
the DDP include mitigating tiie effects of drou^ts in toese areas, 
restoring the ecological balance, raising the productivity of land 
and controlling toe desertiScation. %>ecific activities include land 
development and shaping, development of water sources, affor¬ 
estation, pasture devdoi»nent and other area specific develop¬ 
mental activities. 100 per cent assistance under the project is 
provided by the Central Gomnment. During the Ei^tii Plan 
period, tiie aUocati(H» were made at tiie rate of Rs 24 lakh per 
1000square kms, vrito a orilir^ of Rs 500 lakh per district. For cold 
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desert areas a lump sum provision is made which is Rs 100 lakh 
per district for Himachal Pradesh and Rs 150 lakh per district for 
Jammu and Kashmir. The Programme Evaluation Organisation 
of tire Planning Commission carries out the monitoring and evalu- 
aticm of this programme to assess its impact on tiie area concerned 
and lives of its people. 

Ans. S. (b) After the Oil crisis of seventies, the Government 
of India has be^ paying great attention to the matters relating to 
develc^ own sources of supply of crude oil. The following ate 
some of the measures; 

{0 High targets were kept for ONGC (Oil and Natural Gas 
Cotiunission) and OIL (Oil Itidia Limited) during the 7th and 8th 
Plans for oil exploration and crude oil production. Reserve-to- 
production ratio at the end of Seventh Plan was as high as 21: 
1 as compared to 17 :1 at the beginning of the Plan. 

{it) The government has recently opened up oil and natural 
gas sector. ONGC has been converted into a corporation with 
effect from February 1,1994, with a view to introduce control, 
independent functioning and professionalism. 

(Hi) The government has already invited bids for private par¬ 
ticipation in the exploration activity and work of crude ex- 
pforation has been given to many private concerns. 

(iv) Under the Joint Venture Exploration Programme, 22 bids 
for seven blocks were received which are under consideration of 
the Government. Under these Joint 'Wentures, ONGC and OIL 
will have a participating interest ranging between 25 to 49 per 
cent from the beginning of the contract and the exploration pe¬ 
riod will not exceed 6 years. 

(v) The government has also offered already discovered me- 
diiun and small sized oil and gas fields for development to the 
private companies for accelerating the production. Government 
has already given 13 small-sized and 5 medium-sized such fields 
to the private parties. 

(vi) The government is encouraging the acquisition of ex¬ 
ploration and development acreages abroad by foe national oil 
companies. Oil and Natural Gas Videsh Ltd (a wholly owned 
subsidiary of ONGC) already have an off-shore venture in Viet¬ 
nam. Another such joint venture in Egypt has also been ap¬ 
proved. 

In foe begimiing foe national oil exploration companies started 
with great fanfare and their performance also appeared to be sat¬ 
isfactory upto ntid-eighties. But, after that there has been a vir¬ 
tual stagnation in crude oil production, while foe demand for 
petroleum products has risen rapidly. Between 1984-85 to 1991- 
92, foe total crude production hovered around 30 million tonnes, 
with foe peak level of 34.00 M.T. achieved during 1989-90. As per 
the latest Econmnic Survey for 1995-%, foe crude oil production 
dipped to 27 million tonnes during 1993-94 only to be ptoped up 
to 32.2 million formes during 1994-95. The corrsumption of 
pertoleum products in the year 1994-95 was 655 million tonires. 
This also results in rising petroleum imports year after year. The 
measures taken by foe government so far, to develop own sources 
for supply of crude oil, have not met with foe desired success. 
However; foe measures initiated recently may show positive re¬ 


sults in foe years to come. 

Ans. 5. (c) Floods are a regular feature in India, particularly 
in Northern, Eastern and North-Eastern parts of foe coimtry. An 
area of about 40 million hectares (one-eighth of total geographical 
area of foe country) is flood-prone in India. On an average, every 
year about 7.7 million hectares of area is affected by floi^. Out 
of this 3.5 million hectares is cropped area. Around 1500 lives are 
lost every year due to floods. In 1977 alone a total number of 
11,316 lives were lost. The total loss caused by floods, to foe 
private and public property, including the crops, between 1953 
to 1987, was to the tune of Rs 26,800 crore. The maximum 
damage is estimated to have been done in foe year 1985 when 
the flood-damage was Rs 4059 crore. Due to the following 
reasons, floods are a recurrent feature in India; 

(i) One of the important reasons is foe geographical location 
of foe flood-prone areas. Most of the flood-prone areas are on foe 
banks of foe perennial rivers flowing down from the Himalayas. 
The peak time for melting of snow in foe Himalayas is also July 
and August and when these months receive heavy rainfall, melt¬ 
ing of snow is further expedited, resulting in sudden increase in 
foe volume of water in foe rivers of flood-prone areas. 

(if) India has not been able to tap the hydro-electric potential 
and most of the devastating rivers like Brahamputra and Ganga 
are not having the required number of dams, mainly due to pau¬ 
city of funds. 

(Hi) Historically, people have settled on foe banks of rivers to 
take advantage of the fertility of alluvial soils and whenever there 
is a sudden rise in foe water level, extensive damage is done to life 
and property. 

(iv) Deforestation in the hilly regions also causes floods, as 
foe water- holding capacity of the soil is reduced to minimum and 
immediately after the rains, foe entire water flows downwards. 

(») Lack of well developed and modern flood forecasting 
means is yet another reason which makes India prone to 
floods. 

The government has taken several measures to control the 
incidence of floods. As per the Eighth Plan dwument, between 
1954 and 1989, about Rs 2500 crore has been directly invested in 
foe flood control measures. This included construction of new 
embankments, drainage channels, afforestation and raising foe 
level of 4700 villages. In all, an estimated 135 million hectares of 
land has been protected by these measures. Close coordination 
has been sou^t between various agencies like Indian Meteorol¬ 
ogy Department, National Remote Sensing Agency and Indfefo 
Space Research Organisation to ensure correct and timely flood 
forecasting. At present 157 flood forecasting stations are operat¬ 
ing. Brahamputra Flood Control Master Plan is being 
operationalised and Ganga Flood Control Plan is also being framed 
and implenrrented. New Hydel projects and dams which arc being 
planned and scecuted would also go a long way in redudng con¬ 
siderably the havoc caused by flo^s every year. 

Ans. 5. (d) Economic Survey for 199^96 identifies Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat and 
Raj^than ts major wheat-growing States in India. Growing of a 
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particular cereal in particular areas depends on several factors. 
'Sraditionally, eating habits have evolv^ cropping patterns over 
years. The areas where wheat is mostly grown, have maximum 
wheat-eating persons. Secondly, the agi»<limatic conditions in 
these areas favour tiw cultivation of wheat. In addition, the Ag¬ 
riculture Universities in tills region have developed many high- 
yielding varieties of wheat, whi^ has prompted ^e farmers to go 
in for wheat cultivation. Moreover, the green revolution has also 
had its impact. 

The production of wheat has increased dramatically during 
the past five decades. During 1950-51, the total wheat production 
in the country was just 6.46 mUlion tonnes. In 199^96, wheat 
production touched a new peak of 65.50 million tonnes, an in¬ 
crease of over 10-times in 45 years. The production of wheat in 
India is enough to meet our own demand and the bufier stocks are 
piling up. Public flood stocks were as high as 36 million tonnes in 
July 1995. The export of foodgrains, among other measures, had 
to be stepped up to reduce tiie foodgrain stocks and export of 
cereals, including wheat, which was to the time of $421.1 million 
durmg 1993-94, rose rapidly to $ 504.9 million during the six- 
month period of April-^ptember 1995-96. 

Q. 6. Answer the following: {Answer to each question should 
be in about 150 umds.) 

{a) Describe the important new techniques which are being 
introduced in Lvdia for crop improvement. 

(b) It has been estimated tiiat there are 4 million leprosy pa¬ 
tients in India. What steps are being takai by the government of 
India for their treatment and rehabilitation? 

€/Jt) What are the non-conventional sources of energy relevant 
in the Indian context? Comment on the status of the technologies 
available for their utilisation. 

Civil Services (Main) 1989 

Ans. 6. (a) Eighth Five Year Plan aims at introducing new 
technologies and programmes for crop development and i]iq>rove- 
ment. These include Special Foodgrain Production Programme 
in respect of wheat, rke, coarse cereals, as well as development 
progranunes for oilseeds, pulses, cotton development etc. The 
focus of these programmes is to extend new technologies 
among the farmers, mainly by way of arranging demonstra¬ 
tions of new technologies to groups of farmers. Special ef¬ 
forts are being made to reorient the programmes to address 
■ them to the basic constraints faced by the farmers in the 
States like Bihai, MP, Eastern UP and the North-East, where 
productivity is low. 

Some pf the inqTortant new techniques which are being intro¬ 
duced in improvement of crop management in India include In- 
t^ated Post Management Techniques, superior and modem 
post-harvest technologies, technplogies relating to standardising 
harvesting practices, processing and transportation technologies 
etc. In addition, development of smaller toactois, improved tools 
and appliance are also in progre». Development of energy e£S- 
cient water lifting devices is another significant area. Crop spe¬ 
cific technologies for horticulture and other cash crop ate also 


being introduced. 

Ans. 6. (b) The government has taken several measures for 
treatment and lehabifitation of leprosy patients in India. A100 per 
cent centrally sponsored scheme, called Leprosy Eradication 
Programme, aimsatearly case detection, early treatmentand healtii 
education. There are in all 201 endemic districte and 41 low en¬ 
demic districts indentified in India upto March, 1991 and Multi 
Drug Therapy (MDT) has been introduced in all tiiese districts. 
Under tiie L^rosy eradication programme the following actions 
are being taken for treatment and rdiabilitation of tiie affected 
persons: 

(0 Additional physical facilities are being created in alPtiie 
endemic districts to ensure that more and more persons/patients 
are treated and hospitalised. 

(ii) MDT is being extended to other destricts also to reduce 
the overall incidence of tins disease in future. 

(in) Training of health staff in leprosy eradication is yet an¬ 
other step. 

(to) Wide publicity is being given to inform affected people to 
come forward for cure as well as for their rehabilitation. 

(v) In the districts which have been covered under the MDT, 
vocational and rehabilitational facilities have been created for the 
benefit of patients declared cured. 

Ans. 6. (c) In addition to tiie conventimial sources of energy 
like coal, powa and nuclear power; there are various other non- 
conventional sources of energy. In Indian context such energy 
include biogas, solar thermal energy, solar photovoitaics, wind 
energy, tidal energy, and bio-mass. Their status and utilisation in 
India is as under; 

(0 Biogas: There were over 14 lakh biogas plante in India by 
the end of Seventh Five Year Flan. Government provides subsidy 
and encourages people to set up this cheap means of family fud 
in tiie rural areas. But the advent of LPG even in tiie rural areas 
has reduced the demand for biogas plants. 

(ii) Solar Thermal Energy: During the Seventh Plan, manu¬ 
facturing base for solar thermal energy in India was developed, 
specially for solar cookers and solar heating system. Preparatory 
work for setting up a solar thermal plant in Rajasthan is also 
under-way. National Solar Energy Centre has been set up in 
Haryaiu. 

(Hi) Solar Photovoitaics (SFVs): Single crystalline SPY cells 
are being manufactured in the country by the Central Electronics 
Ltd and BHEL. Solar FV cells are befog utilised under the rural 
electrification programmes in remote villages where extension of 
central power grid is not possible. initial cost of SPY cells 
continues to be the major constraint. 

(fo) Wind Energy: During the Seventh Plan about 32 Mega¬ 
watt capacity wind farms have been set up in Gujarat, Tamil 
Nadu, Orissa and Maharashtra. Wind machines of 55 KW Unit 
size capacity are already being manufactured by BHEL and 
new 200 KW machines are now ready for commercial produc¬ 
tion in India. The technology has been fodigenised and a few 
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j private compames/joint ventures are coming forward in the 
' field. 

' (v) Tidal Energy: Some coastal areas also have potential ftir 

I tidal eneigy, but the technology is not fully developed and is still 
at R & D stage in India. 

Q. 7. The text below given the admission figuKS in a Univer* 
sity consisting of Arts and Science faculties only, during the year 
1986,1987 and 1988: 

"The total number of students in 1986 was 6500. It increased 
by 8% in 1987 and further increased by 10% in 1988. The number 


Calculation Hints: 

(a) Under-lined figures were already given. 

(b) Total number of students have been caicidated by calcu¬ 
lating 8% of 6500 (in (i) above) and then adding to 6500, Total No. 
of students for 1988 has been calculated similarly by calculating 
10 per cent of 7020 and adding it to 7020. 

(c) Then total number of female students is calculated in the 
similar fashion, as per given percentages. 

(d) Then number of males is calculated for every year, by 
deducting the number of feituile students out of total number of 
students. 

(c) No. of female students in science is given for every 
year. By deducting this number from the total No. of female 
students in col. (h), we get number of female students in Arts 
(Colunm b). 

If) Number of female students in Arts is given. Number of 
male students in science is obtained by deducting the number of 
students in Arts from dre total nuird)er of male students, in col¬ 
umn ig). 

Percentage increase of male students in 1988 as compared to 
1986 can be calculated as under: 

Male students in 1986 = 5500 

Male students in 1988 = 6490 

Total increase = 990 (6490 - 5500) 

990 X 100 

Percentage of increase « — = 18 per cent 

Q. 8. State wdiether die following statements ate true or frise. 


of female students was 1000 in 1986, it inoieased by 12 per cent 
in 1987 arid further increased by 10 per cent in 1988. Arnong die 
female students, number of Science Students was 325,396 and 
473 in 1986,1987 and 1988, respectively. Among die male stu- 
doito the number of arts students was 4805,5030 and 5362, re¬ 
spectively in the three years." 

Present the information in a tabular form. Also Gilculate 
the precentage increase of male students in 1988 as compared 
to 1986. 

CM Services (Main) 1994 
Ans. 7. The above information can be presented in a tabular 
form as under; 


Give reasons for your answers: 

(0 It is dangerous to lie in bed as about 99 per cent of deaths 
so far occurred have been in bed. 

(iO Female workers in a factory are more punctual than 
male workers since percentage of female and male persons 
coming on time are 90 per cent and 50 per cent, respec¬ 
tively. 

(Hi) Road conditions have not necessarily improved because 
the number of road accidents have diminished. 

Ans. 8. (0 The statemait is wrong. The statistics have been 
wrongly given. Mosdy the persons who die are bed-ridden hence 
99 per cent people dying have to be in bed. The correct inference 
can be drawn only if the figures/statistics are given in the man¬ 
ner that at an average how many persons die between their going 
to bed in night and waking up in the monung, for the entire 
population, everyday. 

(it) The information is inadequate. The statement of punc¬ 
tuality has been made about male and female workers, while the 
coming on time has been reflected about tiie persons and not 
workers. Hence, on the basis of given information, the statement 
is not correct. 

(Hi) The statement is correct, as the number of accidents 
is not related to the condition of the roads only. Hence, just 
because the number of road accidents have reduced, it can¬ 
not be said with certainty that the road conditions have 
improved. 


Admission Figures in a University consisting of Arts and Science Faculties from 1968 to 1988 
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Arts 

• 

Science 


Total 
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Female 
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Total 
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(a) . 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(s) 

(h) 

(i) 




(a+b) 



(d+e) 

(a+d) 

(b+e) 
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1986 

4805 

675 

5480 

695 

22S 


5500 

1000 

6500 

1987 

5030 

724 

5754 

870 

296 

1266 

5900 


mamM 

1988 

5362 

759 

6121 

1128 

m 

1601 

6490 

■■ 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 

National Defence Academy Exam, April 1996 


Wie are grateful to Mr Rohit Dhanjal of New Delhi for sending 
the question booklet to us. 

1. That the earth is rotating on its axis is established by 
the fact that: 

(a) the moon and stars move in the sky 
v.'fb) the earth experiences day and lught 

(c) the planetary winds are blowing 

(d) the time in different parts of the earth is not the 
same 

2. The latitudinal extent of India is: 

(fl) 9“ 4' 28" N to 38“ 17' 53" N 

(b) 10“ 4' 28" N to 39“ 17' 53" N 

(c) 8“ 4'28" N to 37“ 17'53" N 

(d) 9“ 4'28" N to 36“ 17'53" N 

3. When it is 12:00 hrs noon in India, in another country 
it is 9 : 30 a.m. In which direction from India is this country 
located? 

(a) North (b) South (c) East (d) West 

4. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 

List 1 List II 

(Metamorphic Rock) [Original Rock) 

A. Gneiss 1. Sandstone 

B. Marble 2. Shale 

C. Quartzite 3. limestone 

D. Slate 4. Granite 

Codes: 

A B C D 
(tf) 2 3 4 1 

(fe) 4 3 1 2 

(c) 3 4 1 2 

(d) 1 2 4 3 

5. The process of disintegration of rocks without 
changing their chemical composition is: 

V, {a) Exfoliation (b) Carbonation 

(c) Oxidation (d) Hydration 

6. Which one of the following places is known for 
volcanic activity? 

(a) Lakshadweep (b) Nicobar island 

(r) Minicoy island (d) Barren island 

7. Consider the diagram given below; 



The pressure belt marked in the diagram as X is 
(a) DoldrumLow (b) Sub-tropical High 

(c) Sub-polar Low (d) Polar High 

8. The trcpical cyclones often follow the directfon of 
movement from: 

(a) south to north (b) east to west 
(c) west to east (d) north to south 


9. Funnel shaped cloud with violent whirl winds are 
named as; 

(a) tsunami (b) cirrus 

(c) tornado (d) stratus 

10. Which cme of the following States has maximum 

area under forest? '> 

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Uttar nadesh (d) Assam 

11. TTie climate of India is typically; 

(a) subtropical (b) tropical 

(c) torrid (d) tropical monsoonal 

12. Malanjkhand copper mines are located in; 

(e) Madhya Praoc^ (b) Bihar 

(c) Rajasthan (d) Gujarat 

13. The type of soil spread over large areas in ttie north¬ 
ern plains of India is; 

(a) red soil (b) black soil 

(c) lateritesoil (d) alluvial soil 

14. The highest yield of riceper hectare in India is in: 

(fl) Punjab (b) Kerala 

(c) Karnataka (d) West Bengal 

15. Which one of the following ports was developed first 
after indepmdence? 

(o) Paradip (b) Tuticorin 

(c) Marmugao Jd) Kandla 

16. In India the major export of iron ore is from: 

(a) Visakhapatnam (b) Paradip 

(c) Marmugao ’ (d) Haldia 

17. The number of females to every 1000 males in India 
according to the 1991 census was: 

(a) 972 (b) 950 (c) 929 (d) 919 

18. Which one of the following is the youngest folded 
moimtain range in India? 

(a) Aravalli Hills (b) Eastern Ghats 

(c) Western Ghats (d) Himalayas 

19. Which one of the following is the source for the 
extraction of aluminium? 

(a) Hematite (b) Magnetite 

(c) Bauxite (d) Gypsum 

20 . Of the four rivers mentioned below, the one that does 
not make a delta is; 

(a) Ganga (b) Tapti 

(c) Godavari (d) Mahanadi 

21. The Vedic god to whom largest number of hymns are 
addressed in the Rigveda is 

(a) Varuna (b) Rudra 

(c) Indra (d) Agni 

22. Which one of the following was an ancient janapada? 

(a) Panchala (b) Tamralipti 

(c) Amaravati (d) Kanchipuram 

23. Even though the edicts of Asoka were written in 
various scripts, file majority of them are in; 

(a) Brahmi (b) Kharoshti 

(c) Aramaic (d) Greek 

24. Who among the following explained that the earth 


SEPTEMBER’96 COMPETmON MASTER ITS 



moves round the sun? 

(a) Aryabhatta {b) Vatsyayana 

(£) Susruta (<0 Vlahnugupta 

25. TheAJdwrnama w»writtmby 

(a) AbolPazl (b) IbnBatutah 

((^ Badauni (d) Ferishta 

26. The Permanent Settlement was introduced by 
Cornwallis in 1793 in; 

(a) Madras and Bombay {b) Bihar and Madras 
(c) Boigal and Bihar (d) Bengal and Bombay 

27. Who among the following was associated with dte 
Azad Hind Fauj? 

(fl) Sarat Chandra Bose '(jb) Shah Nawaz Khan 
(c) AsafAli (d) AllZaheer 

28. ThePresiderttoftheConstituentAssemblyoflndiawas: 
(a) Jawaharial Nehru (b) Raieitdra Prasad 

(c) B.R.Ambedkar (d) Aliadi Krishnaswami 

29. The First Five-Year Plan was launched in India in the 
yean 

(a) 1947 (b) 1948 (c) 1951 (d) 1952 

30. ^ch Community Development Project covers a 
population of 

(a) 1 lakh people . (b) 2 lakh people 
(c) 4 lakh people (d) 5 lakh people 

31. Panchayati Raj is organized at the: 

(a) village levcd (b) village and block levels 

(c) village, block and district levels 

(d) village, block, district and State levels 

32. The Constitution of India has laid down that the two 
Hottfes of Parliament must be summoned at least: 

(a) once a year (5) twice a year 

(c) thrice a year (d) four times a year 

33. In a sense the political guru of Gandhiji was 

(a) Modlal Nehru (b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
(c) Dadabhai Naurc^i (d) Surendra Nath Banerjee 

34. The Declaration of Independence of the American 
Colcmies was adopted by the Continental Congress on 4 July, 
1776 at: 

(a) Washington D.C. (b) New York 

(c) Chicago (d) Philadelphia 

35. The famous 'Termis Court Oath' is associated wifo 
foe: 

(a) American war of Independence 
- (k) Frendi Revolution 
(c) Emperor Czar Alexander 
(<0 Italian Renaissance 

36. V^ch of foe following were reasons that iwces- 
sitated tile geographical discoveries in Europe at foe end of 
mediaeval ages? 

1. Difoailties in trading with the East after the fall 
of Ccmstantinople to Turkey 

2. Desire of Christian missionaries to propagate 
their reUgicBi in other parts of the world 

3. Industrial progress in Germany 

4. Search for new markets 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2,3 and 4 

(c) 1,2 and 4 (d) 1,3 and 4 

37. Which one of foe following was not a principle in foe 
'Panchsheel' as enunciated in foe Sino-Indian agreement in 
1954? 

(a) Peaceful co-existence 

(b) Mutual respect for territorial inteszritv 


(c) Mutual non-foterfieience in each other's internal 
afiairs 

. (d) Mutual help In times of need 

38. Who among foe following Communists of India 
played a notable role in the wwld communist movement? 

(a) A.K.Gopalan (b) S.A. Dan^ 

(c) M.N.Roy (d) E.M.S.Namboodripad 

39. Who among the following were the founding fatiiers 
of Non-Aligned Movement? 

(a) Nehru and Nasser 
(5) Nehru, Nasser and Ho-Chi Min 
.. (c) N^ru, Nasser and Tito 

(d) Ndhru and Ho-Chi Min 

40. The five permanent members of foe Security CoutKil 
oftheU.N.are 

(a) China, Fraivre, Italy, tite United Kii^dom and the 
United States 

(b) China, Italy, Russian Federation, the United 
Kingdom and the United States 

(c) China, Canada, Rusdan Federation, the United 
Kingdom and the United States 

(d) Chiru, France, Russian Federation, the United 
Kingdom and the United States 

41. Who among the following became the Prime Mini¬ 
ster of Israel after the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin? 

(a) Ehud Barak (b) Yitzhak Shamir 

(c) Bei^amin Netanyahu (d) Shimon Peres 

42. The Nigerian statesman who has been awarded the 
Indira Gandhi International Prize for Peace this year is 

(fl) Gen Olusemn Obasanjo (b) KenSaro-wiwa 
(c) SheguYarAdua (d) Moshood Abiola 

43. In which of the following countries of Africa was 
there a military coup in January, 19% which overthrew a 
democratically elect^ government? 

(a) Niger (t*) Liberia 

(c) Sudan (d) BarkinoFaso 

44. I^rulia figured in news recently in the context oft 
(a) foe launching of foe surface to surface missile 

Prithvi 

■ {b) dropping of arms and ammunition from a plane 

(c) foe outbreak of fire in which about 400 people 
were killed 

(d) the observing of foe total solar eclipse there foi 
purposes of astronomical research 

45. The winner of tiiis year's Gnanpith award is: 

(a) Thakazhi Sivasankara PUlai 

(b) Vaikom Mohammad Basheer 

V (c) Madathu Thekkepattu Vasudevan Nair 
(d) S.K. Pottekatt 

46. Tlw Shan people demanding self-determination are 
active iru 

(a) Tliailand (i>) Laos 

, (c) Myanmar (d) Sri Lanka 

47. The ^tes that are party to the dispute regarding the 
Ravi and Beas water are; 

(a) Punjab and Haryana 
lb) Pvinjab, Haryana and Rajastiian 
. (t) Pui^ab, Haryana and Hhnachal Pradesh 
Id) Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh 

48. Whidi of foe following States are ruled by the Jaiutr 
Dal at present? 

1. Orissa 2. Bihar 

3. Kantataka 4. Giaarat 


Choose the correct answer from the codes given below; 

(a) land2 (b) land3 

H(c)2and3 (d) 2and4 

49. Whidi one of the frdlowing statements about the 
Election Commission is correct? 

.{a) According to a judgement of the Supreme Court 
the menioers of the Election Commission have 
e^ual powers widt the Chief Election Cortunis- 
sioner 

(b) The Chief Election Comnussioner has overriding 
authority in the Election Commisaon 

(c) The members of the Election Commission are ap¬ 
pointed by the Chief Electkm Comrrussioner 

(d) Only those who can be appointed as judges of a 
High Court can be appointed as members of the 
Election Commission and the Chief Election 
Commissioner 

50. During 1995-96 France has carried out several 
nuclear tests in the: 

(a) Antarctica (b) areas near the north p>ole 

, (c) South Pacific (d) Sahara desert 

51. A given object has mass m and weight w on the earth 
surface. The same object has mass m' and weight w' on the 
moon. These are related as: 

(fl) m = m', w = w' (b) m = m', vi*w' 

(c) m^m',w = w' (d) m^m',w^w' 

52. Lead ball falls through water mote slowly than 
through air because: 

(a) the value of 'g' is less in water 

(b) density of air is less than that of water 

(c) of the viscous force in water 

(d) of the surfrice tension of water 

53. A cracker explodes into two fragments of exactly 
equal masses. The two fragments will move: 

{a) with equal speed but at right angles to each other 

(b) in the satire direction wifri diffe^t speed 

(c) in opposite directions but with equal speed 

(d) in opposite directions widr differ^t speed 

54. A body is thrown vertically upwards with a velocity 
of 50 m6~\ On the return journey, its velocity at the starting 
point will be: 

.(fl) 50ms“* (b) 9.8 ms“^ (c) 100 ms"’ (d) 25ms" ^ 

55. Tire centre of gravity of a uniform meter stick is 
nearest to the line marked: 

(a) 100 cm (b) 50 cm (c) 40 cm (d) 1cm 

56. If the length of the pendulum is increas^ by four 
times, then its period of oscillation will become: 

(a) half (b) twice 

(c) four times (d) eight times 

57. Whidi <wie of the following devices does NOT come 
under die category of levers? 

(a) Crowbar (b) ApairofSdssors 

(c) Broom (d) Staircase 

58. A body floats with one-^ird of its volume outside 
water and three fourths of its volume outside in another 
liquid. The spedfic gravity of die liquid is: 

- («) I (b) I (c) \ (d) I 

59. A Fahrenheit diemiometer indicates a temperature 
of M'F. Its corresponding rrading on the Cdsius scale will be- 

(a) -20‘’<f (b) -10'K: (c) +10*C (d) +20“C 

60. Sound travels in gases in ^ form of: 

(a) longitudinal waves only 


(b) transverse waves only 

(c) longitudfoal as well as transverse waves 
(<0 ^tioraty waves 

61. IWo sound waves passing through air have their 
wavdoigths in the ratio 4:5. Thdr frMuendes are in die ratio: 

5)4:5 (b) 3:4 (c)5:4 (d)l:l 

62. The ratio of ^frequencies of the fundamental notes 

between one organ pipe at both ends and another organ 

pipe of same length closed at one end is: 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 2 (d) 1 

63. The refractive index of glass is 1.5. What is tte speed 
of light in glass? (Speed of light in vacuum s 3.0 x 10” m/s) 

(fl) 1.0x10” m/s (b) 15x10* m/s 

(c) 1.8xlOPm/s (d) 2.0xl{rm/s 

64. Which one of the following colours has long^t 
wavelength? 

{a) Green (b) Yellow (c) Blue (d) Red 

65. Which one of the following can be used to focus sun 
light? 

(fl) Plane mirror (b) Concave lens 

5) Concave mimw (d) Convex minor 

66. The magnetic lines of force inside a bar magiwt flow: 

(a) from ruirth pole to south pole 

(b) from south pole to north pole 

(c) both from north and south poles to the middle 
point of the bar magnet 

(d) nrom north or south pdtes, depending on die place 
and direction in which the bar magnet is placol 

67. The force of attraction between two oppofflte poles of 
two small magnets will be reduced to cme-fourth of its value 
when the distance between the poles is: 

(a) reduced bv four times 

(b) increased by four times 

(c) reduced to half of its original value 
increased to double the originai value 

68. A hollow sphere of copper is charged witii positive 
charge. The electric field inside ^ sphere will be: 

(a) zoo 

(b) equal to die electric field on the surface of the 
sphere 

(c) less than the electric field on the sirrfrioe of the 
sphere 

(d) g^ter than the electric field on the surfrue of die 
sphere 

69. Mho is a unit of: 

(a) potential differmce (b) current 

(c) specific resistance (d) conductance 

70. Which of the following are correct regarding die 
resistance of a wire? 

1. It varies with its length. 

Z It varies widi its cross-section. 

3. It varies widi its density. 

Choose the answer from die codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1,2and3 (b) land2 

(c) 2and3 (d)land3 

71. The electric power dissipated by a resistance R when 
a current i is passing through, it is equal to: , , 

(fl) iR (b) ?R (c) ir (d) iV 

72. The utility of a safety fuse in an electric circuit 
depends cm its low: 

(a) melting point (b) strength 

(c) resistivity (d) conductivity 
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73. One unit of electricity costs 50 paise. In 10 hours, one 
heater of 2000 watts rating wraild consume electricity costing: 

(a) Rs 10.00 (b) Rs5.00 

(c) Rs2.50 (d) Rsl-OO 

74. Thenumber of neutrons in the nucleus of 31 Pis; 

(a) 15 (b) 16 (c) 31 (d) 46 

75. \^ich one of the following lists of four planets in our 
solar s)mtem is arranged accordirtg to their distance from the 
Sun? 

(a) Miarcury, Venus, Earth, Mars 
. (b) Earth, Venus, Mars, Mercury 

(c) Mars, Venus, Earth, Mercury 

(d) Mercury, Earth, Mars, Venus 

76. Which one of the following is the most favourable 
ccmdition for the reaction of rutrogen with hydrogen to form 
ammonia? 

(a) High pressure, high temperature and high con¬ 
centration of reactants 

(b) High pressure, low temperature and high con¬ 
centration of reactants 

(c) High pressure, low temperature and low con¬ 
centration of reactants 

(d) Low temperature, low pressure and high con¬ 
centration of reactants 

77. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 


List I 

{Chemical compounds) 

A. Silver Bromide 

B. Hydrogen peroxide 

C. Hydrofluoric add 

D. Ozone 


ListJI 

(Lises) 

1. Etching of glass 

2. Photography 

3. Purification of air 

4. Bleaching agent 


78. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 


List I List n 

(Type cf element) (Electronic configuration) 

A. Alkali metals 1. Complete octet in outermost 

Dibit, ns^np” 

B. Halgens 2. Incomplete d-orbital, 

(n-l)d iis^ 

C. Inert gases 3. Single electron in outer¬ 

most orbit ns^ 

D. Transition 4. Seven electecms in outermost 

elements oibit ns^p® 

Codes: 

A BCD 

(a) 4 2 13 

(f») 3 4 1 2 

(c) 3 14 2 

(d) 2 4 3 .1 

79. A mole of a compound is composed of 6.02xlCp 
atoms of hydrogen, 35.5 g of chlorine and 48 g of oxygen. The 
compound is: 


in outermost 


4.Sevenelec^ 
Dibit nsmp 


compound is: 

(a) HCIO 
(c) HClOs 


0) HClQz 
(d) Ha 04 


80. Given below ate two statements, one labdled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reascm (R): 

Assertion (A): Oxides of nitrogen illustrate the law of 
multiple proportions. 

Reason (R): Nitrogen forms five oxides. The wei^t of 
oxygen combining with a fixed weight of nitrogen is in the 
simple ratio 1:2:3; 4 : 5. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

81. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A); Water is highly polar in character. 

Reason (R): There is extensive association in water 
molecule due to hydrogen bonding. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana- 
‘ tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R IS true 

82. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists; 

List I List n 

(Reaction) (Name) 

A. Zn+CuS04 » ZnS 04 +Cu 1. Freezing 

B. CaCOs ■-* CaO+C02 2. Neutralization 

C. HCl+NaOH-+ NaCl+HaO 3. Decomposition 

D. HjO {water)-+ H 2 O (ice) 4. Oxidation- 

Reduction 
5. Dehydration 

Codes: 

■ A BCD 

(a) 5 3 2 1 

(b) 4 3 2 1 

(c) 5 1 4,3 

(d) 4 3 15 

83. Tritium is composed of. 

(a) one proton, one electron and two neutrons 

(b) one proton, two electrons and one neutron 

(c) two protons and one electron 

(d) one proton, one electron and one neutron 

84. Match list 1 with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

(The atom for ivhich (Oxidation state) 

the oxidation state is to 
be found) 

A. Oxygen in Ba02 l.-l 

B. Sulfur in S406"^ 2.0 

C. Carbon in C 12 H 22 O 11 3. +7 

D. Manganese in Mn 04 ~ 4. -2 

5. +25 
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Codes: 

A BCD 

(fl) 1 4 2 3 

(b) 1 5 2 3 

(c) 4 12 3 

(rf) 4 5 3 1 

85. Qven below are hwo statements, one labdled as 
Bsertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Phenolphthalein indicator is not suitable 
the titration of weak base and strong add. 

Reason (R): Phenolphthalein works in the pH range 8.3 
■ 10 only whereas the titration of weak base and strong acid 
quires a pH range of 6 to 3. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
le following is correct? 

(fl) Both A and R are correct and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are correct but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

86. Which of the following statemets about diamond are 

irrect? ' 

1. It has high refractive index and density. 

2. Each carbon atom is covalently bonded to 4 carbon 

atoms. 

3. It has three-dimensional structure. 

4. It has a high melting point. 

Choose the answer from the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(fl) 1,2 and 3 

(b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

87. Nitrolime is a mixture of: 

(fl) calcium and nitrogen 

(b) nitrogen and aluminium 

(c) calcium cyanamide and coke 
id) caldum clicarbide and nitrogen 

88. Match List 1 with List 11 and sdect the correct answer 
y using the crxles given below the lists. 

List I List II 

A. Abrasive 1. NPK 

B. Explosive 2. Silicon carbide 

C. Artificial fertiliser 3. Azo compounds 

D. Paints 4. Azides 

5. Ammonium phosphate 

Codes; 

A B C D 


(fl) 2 3 5 4 

(b) 2 4 1 3 

(c) 3 4 5 2 

•(d) 2 15 4 


89. Theelectroniccor^guration of Chromium (Z = 24) is 


ov. ineelectromccoruigurac 

(fl) li^,2s^p^,3s^p*3d* 4^ 

(b) 1 s2,2j^J,3s23p^4s] 

(c) ls‘2s^" 3s^3p* 4s^4p^ 

(d) ls*,2s^" 3s^p^ 


90. 2240 ml of NHs gas at N.T.P. will weigh '• 
(fl) 34.0 g (b) 17.0 g 

(c) 8Jg (d) 1.7 g 


91. Match list I with List II and select the correct answer 


by using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

A. Cuttle fish 1. Insect 

B. Silver fish 2. Ksces 

C. Black molly 3. Mantmud 

D. Blue whale 4. Mollusc 

Codes: 

A B C D 
(fl) 3 1 4 2 

(b) 4 2 1 3 

(c) 4 1 2 3 

(rf) 3 2 4 1 

92. Mycorrhiza is the term applied to indicate the as¬ 
sociation of: 

(fl) bacteria with the roots 

(b) bacteria with the stem 

(c) fungus with the roots 

(d) fungus with the stem 

93. Rqfflesia arnoldi having the biggest flower is a: 

(fl) root parasite (b) stem parasite 

(c) saprophyte (d) symbiont 

94. Deficiency of vitamin A causes: 

(fl) nyctalopia (b) cataract 

(c) presbyopia (d) hjqpermetropia 

95. Which one of the following types of feathers present 
on the wing and tail of birds is helpful during flight? 

(fl) Contour feathers 

(b) Down feathers 

(c) Quill feathers 

(d) Filoplumes 


ANSWERS 


1. 

(b) 

2. 

(£•) 

3. (d) 

4. 

(b) 

5. 

(9) 

6. 

(d) 

7. (c) 

8. 

(c) 

9. 

(c) 

10. 

(fl) 

11. (d) 

12 

(fl) 

13. 

(d) 

14. 

(d) 

15. (d) 

16. 

(0 

17. 

(c) 

18. 

(d) 

19. (f) 

20. 

(b) 

21. 

(c) 

22 

(fl) 

23. (fl) 

24. 

(fl) 

25. 

(fl) 

26. 

(c) 

27. (b) 

28. 

(b) 

29. 

(c) 

30. 

(b) 

31. (c) 

32. 

(b) 

33. 

(b) 

34. 

(d) 

35. (b) 

36. 

(0 

37. 

(d) 

38. 

(c) 

39. (c) 

40. 

(d) 

41. 

(d) 

42 

(fl) 

43. (fl) 

44. 

(b) 

45. 

(c) 

46. 

(c) 

47. (f) 

48. 

(c) 

49. 

(fl) 

50. 

(c) 

51. (b) 

52 

(b) 

53. 

(0 

54. 

(fl) 

55. (b) 

56. 

(b) 

57. 

(d) 

58. 

(fl) 

59. (b) 

60. 

(fl) 

61. 

(c) 

62. 

(0 

63. (d) 

64. 

(d) 

65. 

(c) 

66. 

(b) 

67. (d) 

68. 

(fl) 

69. 

(d) 

70. 

(b) 

71. (b) 

72. 

(fl) 

73. 

(fl) 

74. 

(b) 

75. (fl) 

76. 

(b) 

77. 

(b) 

78. 

(b) 

79. (c) 

80. 

(fl) 

81. 

(b) 

82 

(b) 

83. (fl) 

84. 

(b) 

85. 

(fl) 

86. 

(d) 

87. (d) 

88. 

(b) 

89. 

(b) 

90. 

(d) 

91. (c) 

92 

(0 

93. 

(fl) 

94. 

(fl) 

95. (c) 




SEPTEMBER *96 COMPETmON MASTER ITS 



Quantitative Aptitude 

Combined Defence Services Exam., October 29,1995 


1. A clock is started at noon. By 10 minutes past 5, the 
hour hand has turned through: 

(fl) 145“ {b) 150“ (c) 155” (d) 160“ 

2. The equation - 5x + 6 = 0 represents: 

(a) a pair of straight lines through the origin 

(b) two perpendicular straight lines 

(c) circle 

(d) two parallel straight lines 

3. The two points P(3,2), Q(3, -2) represent: 

(a) 90* rotation about (0,0) 

(i>) 180“ rotation about (0,0) 

(c) reflection about the x-axis 

[d) reflection about the y-axis 

4. If AB and CD are parallel straight lines in the given 



Q 


(fl) 72“ (b) 60“ (c) 36“ (d) 108“ 

5. A particle moves in a straight line. After two turns of 
55“ and 30“ as shown in the figure, it moves parallel to initial 
direction. The angle x is; 



6. In a A ABC, angle C is 68“, the perpendicular bisector 
of AB at R meets BC at P. If .^AC = 42“, then ZABC is equal 
to: 

(fl) 45“ (b) 42“ (c) 35" (d) 34" 

7. The number of sides of a regular polygon each of 

whose angles measures 156° is: 

(fl) 8 (b) 10 (c) 12 (d) 15 

8. In a right angled triangle, one acute angle is double 

the other. If the length of the smallest side is a, the length of 
the hypotenuse is: 

(fl) V5a (b) 2a (c) Z^IZa (d) (>5‘+l)a 


9. ABC is a triangle right angled at A. If a perpen¬ 
dicular AD is drawn on the hypotenuse BC, then BC.AD is 
equal to: 

(fl) BD.AC (b) AB.CD (c) AB.AC (d) AC.BC 

10. The perimeters of two similar triangles are 30cm and 
20 cm respectively. If one side of the first triangle is 15 cm, 
then the corresponding side of the second triangle is; 

(fl) 6 cm (b) 10 cm (c) 12 cm (d) 18 cm 

11. O is the point of intersection of the diagonals AC and 
BD of a rhombus ABCD. P, Q, R are points on OC, OB and OA 
respectively such that OP = 1 unit, OQ = 2 units and OR = 4 
units. The angle PQR is: 

(fl) a right angle (b) IdssthanVO” 

(c) greater than 90“ (d) between 0“ and i 80” 

12. The area of a rhombus is 120 cm^. If one of its 
diagotrals is of length 10 cm, then the length of one of its sides 
is: 

(fl) 12 cm (b) 13 cm (c) 24 cm (d) 2 VlO cm 

13. A square and an equilateral triangle are inscribed in 
a circle. If a and b denote the lengths of their sides, then: 

(fl) = j (b) b^ 

(c) 3b^ = 2a^ (d) 3a^ = 2b^ 

14. If C is a circle passing through three non-collinear 
points D, E, F such that DE = EF = DF = 3 cms, then the radius 
of the dicle C is: 

^3^ 1 2* 

(fl) ycm (b) >/3cm (<0 :j^cm 

15. ABCD is a rhombus and O is the point of intersection 
of the diagonals AC and BD. The locus of a point which is 
equidistant from AB and AD is: 

(fl) AC (b) BD (c) CB (d) CD 

16. One diagonal of a parallelogram is 70 cm and the I 
perpendicular distance of this diagonal from either of the 
outlying vertices is 27 cm. The area of parallelogram (in cm^) 
is: 

(fl) 1800 (b) 1836 (c) 1890 (d) 1990 

17. The perimeter of a triangle is 100 m and its sides are 
in the ratio 1:2:2. The area of the triangle (in m^) is: 

(fl) 100 V3 (b) 100 Vis (c) 100 >/5 (d) 100 V7 

18. In a circle of radius 7 cm, an arc subtends an angle of 

22 

108* at the centre. The area of the sector is (n = -j-): 

(fl) 43.2 cm^ (b) 44.2 cm^ 

(c) 45.2 cm^ li) 46.2 cm^ 

19. The sum of areas of two circles A and B is equal to the 
arra of a third circle C whose diameter is 30 cm. If the 
diameter of circle A is 18 cnr, then the radius of circle B is; 
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(a) 18 cm (b) 15 cm (c) 12 cm (rf) 10 cm 

20. The area of the shaded portion in the given figure 
where the arcs are quadrants of a circlv is: 

_ “ 7 itt' "" li 



(ii)42m^ (b) 56 m-' (c) 64 m" (d) 144m-^ 

21. The area of a trapezium is 275 cm*. If its parallel sides 
are in the ratio 2:3 and the perpendicular distance between 
them is 5 cms, then the smaller of the parallel sides is; 

(a) 36 cm (b) 40 cm (cl 44 cm (d) 48 cm 

22. The dimensions of a room are 10 m x 7 m x 5 m. 
There are 2 doors and 3 windows in the room. The 
dimensions of the doors are 1 m x 3 m. One window is of 
size 2 m X15 m and other two windows are of size 1 m x 1.5 m. 
The cost of painting the walls at Rs 3 per m* is; 

(a) Rs 474.00 (b) Rs 578.50 

(c) Rs684.00 (d) Rs 894.00 

23. The volume of a cube is 343 cubic cm. The surface 
area of the cube is: 

(a) 284sqcm {b) 288sqcm 

(c) 290sqcm (d) 294sqcm 

24. Three cubes of metal whose edges are 3 cm, 4 cm and 
5 cm respectively are melted and a new cube is formed. The 
diagonal of the new cube is; 

(a) 4 '/3 cm (6) 6 cm (c) 6 V3 cm (d) 8 cm 

25. A solid sphere of radius r is sliced by the plains 
passing through its centre and perpendicular to each other. 
The total surface area of each of the pieces so formed is: 

(a) |n:r* (b) Ttr* (c) Inr* (d) 27tr* 


(b) nr^ 


id) 2nr 


(a) r<9cm (b) r»9cm 

(c) 9cm< r<10an {d) r>10cm 

31. The class widdt of the intervals (1—10), (ll-~20), 
(21—30), (31—40) and (41—50) in a frequency distribution is; 

(a) 9 (b) 9.5 (c) 10 (d) 10.5 

32. If a perpendicular is drawn m x«axis horn the point 
where the two ogives intersect, the foot of perpendicular 
gives: 

(a) maximum frequency (b) half of total freqrrency 

(c) mean of distribution (d) median of distribuhon 

33. If frequencies of all the classes in a frequency dis¬ 
tribution are equal, then the frequency polj^rm will be: 

(a) straight line (b) parabda 

(c) bell shaped curve 

(d) inverted bell-shaped curve 

34. The mean of n values 2,4,6,8,...., 2n is: 


(a) 2n (n +1) (b) -p (n +1) 

(c) n (d) n +1 

35. Acart runs at the rate of 4 kilometers per hour during 
the first 10 kilometers and at 9 kilometers per hour during the 
second 10 kilometers. The average spe^ of the cart (in 
kmph) is: 


(fl) 5.0 (b) 5.5 

36. The number Ji is: 
22 

(a) equal to-y 


(c) 6.0 


(d) 6.5 


(a) equal to -y (b) a recurring decimal 

(c) an irrational number (d) none of the above 

37. The largest nuinber among: 


2*-, 2“ 222, (22)* is; 


(c) 222 


(d) (22)* 


26. A right pyramid on a regular hexagonal base is of 
height 60 m. Each side of the base is 10 m. The volume of the 
pyramid is 

(a) 4500 m''' (6) 5000 m^ (c) 5196 m^ (d) 6196 m’ 

27. The slant height of right circular cone is 10 cm and its 
height is 8 cm. I» is cut by a plane parallel to its base passing 
through the mid point of the height. The ratio of the volume 
of the cone to that of the frustum of the cone cut is; 

(fl)2:l (6)3:2 (c)4:3 (d) 8:7 

28. The surface areas of the two spheres are in the ratio 
1:2. The ratio of their volumes is: 

(a) 1:2 (b)l:V2 (c)l:2>^ (d)1:3>^ 

29. A cone and a hemisphere have equal be ses and equal 
volumes. The ratio of their heights is: 

(4)2:1 (6) >^:1 {c) >12:1 (d) 3:1 

30. Three solid spheres of radius 1 cm, 6 cm and 8 cm 
respectively are melted together and cast into a single sphere. 
The radius r of this sphere will be: 


38. Both addition and multiplication of numbers are 
operations which are: 

(a) commutative but not associative 
(h) commutative and associative 

(c) assiKiative but not commutative 

(d) neither commutative nor associative 

39. If 98 is the nth term of the sequence 3, 8,13,18,..., 
then: 

(a) n = l0 (6) n = 15 (c) n*20 (d) nr=35 

40. The value of ^216 is equal to: 

(a) 6\/2 (6) 6>l3 (c) 6^5 (d) 6V6 

41 The positive square root of: 

(x* + 2x -1) + — - -is: 

{** + 2x + l) 

42. The simplified value of the decimal fraction 
159 X 1.59 41X.41. 
tsTTi - 

(a) 1 (6) 1.4 (c) 2 (d) 2.6 
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43. The fraction 101 


27 

100000 


in decimal form is: 


(a) 101.000027 (b) 101.00027 (c) .10127 

(d) .010127 


44. A train 540 m long is running with a speed of 72 
km/hour. The time taken by the train to pass a tunnel 160 m 
long will be: 

(a) 18 sec. (b) 27 sec. (c) 35 sec. (d) 42 sec. 


45. A man undertakes to do a certain work in 150 days. 
He employs 200 workers. He discovers that only a quarter of 
the work is done in 50 days. In order to complete the work on 
schedule, he must additionally employ: 


(fl) 50 workers (b) 100 workers 

(c) 150 workers (d) 200 workers 


46. The price of an article is cut by 10%. In order to 
restore it to its former value, the new price must be increased 
by: 


(fl) 10i% (b) 11% (f) 11^% (d) U^% 


47. The cost of a house-plot is Rs. 15,000. After 1 year the 
cost of the plot increases by \W». At the end of tihe second year 
the cost of the plot increases by 15% over its cost after the first 
year. The cost of the plot at the end of the second year will be; 

(fl) Rs 16,500 (b) Rs 17,475 

(c) Rs 18,750 (d) Rs 18,975 

2 

48. A businessman sold — of his stock at a gain of 20% 

and the rest at a gain of 14%. The percentage of gain to the 
businessman is: 

(fl) 12% (b) 17% (c) 18% (d) 20% 

49. Ramu wanted to borrow Rs 1000 from a 
moneylender for a period of one year. However the 
moneylender deducted Rs 2(X) as. interest charges and gave 
Rs 800 to Ramu. Ramu returned Rs 1000 at the end of the year. 
The rate of interest charged by the moneylender is; 

(a) 20 (b) 22.5 (c) 25 (d) 27.5 

50. Rs 16000 is to be distributed between B and A such 
that B gets Rs 4000 less than A. The ratio of the amount 
received by A to that received by B is; 

(fl) 3; 5 (b) 5:3 (c) 6:1 (d) 1 ; 3 

.51. The number to be added to each of the numbers 8,11, 
12,16 to form the terms of a propcnrtion, is: 

(fl) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

52. The electricity bill of the certain establishment is 
partly fixed and partly varies as the number of units of 
electricity consum^. When in a certain month 2(X) units are 
consum^, the bill is Rs 107. In another morrth 3(X) units are 
cortsumed and the bill is Rs 154. In yet another month 5(X) 
units are consumed. The bill for that month will be: 

(fl) Rs240 (b) Rs248 (c) Rs245 (d) Rs246 

53. The smallest prime integer is: 

(fl) 0 (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

54. A number is divisible by 8 if: 

(fl) the number formed by last two digits is divisible by 
8 
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(b) the sum of the last three digits is divis&le by 8 

(c) die number formed by die lest three digits is divisSile 
by 8 

(d) the sum of all the digits of n is divisible by 8 

55. If the square erf an odd natural number is divided by 
8, then the remainder will be: 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

56. The H.C.F. of 204,1190 and 1445 is: 

(fl) 17 (b) 18 (c) 19 (d) 21 

57. The greatest number of four digits whidi when 
divided by 3,5,7,9 leaves remainders 1,3,5,7 reiqsectively, 
is; 

(fl) 9983 (b) 9867 (c) 9763 (d) 9664 

58. Let a and b be two positive real numbers such that 
ab = 1. If none of thesenumbers is a powo' of 10, then the sum 
of the characteristics of their logarithms to base 10 must be: 

(fl) 0 . (b) 1 (c) -1 (d) -2 

59. If a set of positive real numbers is arranged in such a 
way that it forms a geometric progression, then the 
logarithms of the numbers to base 10 are in: 

(fl) A.P. (b) G.P. (c) H.P 

(d) neither A.P, nor G.P, nor H.R 

60. The logarithm of 0.0625 to the base 2 is: 

(fl) 0.25 (b) .5 (c) -2 (d) -4 

61. Which one of the following is a polynomial? 

(fl) + Vs x^ + 4 Vx 

(b) xnfx2.x^ 

(c) X, + X* + x'^ + X*® 

(d) x® + V5x^ + x + V3 

e. If x^ = y*, then (-)’‘^’' equals: 

(fl) x*^y (b) (C) x^^* (d) 

63. If X + - = 3, then the value of -i- i is: 

x^ 

(fl) 18 (b) 24 (c) 27 (d) 36 


„ U + O U-P x-tv . 

64. If X = - -; y = --, then is equal to: 

1 - HP 1 + HP 1 - xy ^ 

, , « /Lv 2« , X 2 h 2« 

(fl) —2 —2 z —; 

!+«■' l-nr^ 1 -m' 

65. Chie of the Victors of x® + 5x® + 8 is: 


(fl) 3^-X-2 


(b) x-‘ + x-2 


(c) x^ + x + 2 (d)x^-x+2 

66. If X® - 9x^ + 12x - 14 is divided by (x - 3), then the 
remainder is: 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 (c) 56 (d) 184 

67. If the polynomial f(x) is such ttiat f(-2) = 0, then 
which one of the following is always a factor of l^x)? 

(fl) 2x (b) 2-x (c) x + 2 (d) x-2 

68. If x^ +1 is divided by x^ + x - 2, then the remainder 
is: 

(fl) llx-9 (b) 9x-ll (c) 9x + ll (d) 9x-9 

69. If -i- ax -t b leaves the same remainder 5 when 


divided by x r 1 or x -t-1, diet the values of 'a' and V are 
respectively:. 


(a) 0and4 3and0 (c) 0and3 (d) 4and0 

70. The product of the zeros of the polynomial 
X®- 6x* + llx-6is: 

(a) 11 (fr) -6 (c) 1 (d) 6 

71. The H.C.F. of x® + 2x* + x^ and x^ - x® is: 

(fl) X (b) x(x + l) (c) x® (d) x^(x + l) 

72. The H.C.F. of two polynomials is a - b. For die same 
polynomials L.C.M. is (a^ - b^)(a* + ab + b*). If one of the 
polynomials is - b^ then the other will be: 

(fl) a^-b^ (b) a^ + ab + b^ 

(c) a^ + b^ (d) a + b 

73. The sum of the ages of a hither and son is 45 years. 
Five years ago the product of their ages was 34. The ages of 
son and fatha* are respectively: 

(a) 6 and 39 (b) 9 and 36 

(c) 11 and 34 (d) 7 and 38 

74. Of two numbers. 4 times the smaller one is less than 
3 times the larger one by 5. If the sum of the numbers is lai^ger 
than 6 times their diderence by 6. then the larger number is: 

(o) 43 (b) 53 (c) 59 (d) 63 

75. The graph of y = 5 cuts the graph of x + y = 9 at the 
point: 

(fl) (0,5) (b) (5,0) (c) (4.5) (d) (5,4) 

76. If a and P are the roots of equation x® - bx + c = 0, 
then the value of a® + is; 

(a) bj - (b) c^' 

(c) b*-c^ (d) b®-3bc 

77. If the roots of x^ - px + 8p -15 = 0 are equal then the 
value of p is; 

(fl) 3 or 40 (b) 2 or 30 

(c) 3 or 50 (d) 2 or 40 

78. The sum of the two positive integers multiplied by 
the bigger number is 204, and their difference multiplied by 
the smaller number is 35. The numbers are: 

(fl) 12,5 (b) 24,10 (c) 13,4 (d) 14,3 

79. The solution of the equation 3(3x - 4) -2(4x - 5) = 8 


(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 10 

80. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) 9“< 27^® (b) 9“S27“ 

(c) ^”>27® (d) 9“ 2 27“ 

81. ■nievalueoft5^x8*x(x V'V''®is: 

(a) 20 X (b) ^ (c) ^ (d) 40x 


82 . If(a"V * (B^')*,then: 

(a) n^ = 2" (b) n" * 2"-^ (c) n^ = 2^^ (d) n^ = 2"*^ 

83. tf A and B are two sets such that A contains m 
elements, B contains n elements and A and B have p elements 
in common, then the munber of elements in A u B is: 

(a) m + n (f>) m + n + p 

(c) m + n-p * (d) m + p-n 

84. ' Consider the following sets; 

X = |1,2,31Y * {2,3,4), Z = {3,4,5,6) 

Matdi List I with List II with respect to equality and mark foe 
correct answer in foe codes given below foe lists: 




List/ 


Ustn 


A. 

X—Y 


1. (5,6) 


B. 

Y—X 


2. ID 


C. 

Y—Z 


3. 14) 


D. 

Z—Y 


4. (2) 


Codes: 





A 

B 

C 

D 

(a) 

2 

3 

1 

4 


A 

B 

C 

D 

(b) 

2 

3 

4 

1 


A 

B 

C 

D 

(0 

3 

2 

4 

1 


A 

B 

C 

D 

(«0 

4 

3 

1 

2 


85. Whufo (me of foe following ccHTectly represents foe 
shaded regicm of tlw given Venn diagram (U is the universal 
set)? 



(a) (XwZ)nY (b) (YnZ)uX 

(c) 2-XnY (d) tU- p(uY)lnZ 

86 If a + ^, then the value of (tan 6 + —- ~ ) is: 

cos B 4a cos 6 

(a) a (b) 2a (c) 3a (d) 4a 

87. The value of is: 

cos63° sin27° 

(a) 2 (b) 1 (c) 0 (d) -1 

88. If X = a cos^ 6, y =s b sin® 6, then foe value of. 

'a' 'b' 

(a) 1 (b) -2 (c) 2 (d) -1 

89. The length^ foe chord of a unit circle subtending an 
angle of 90° at foe centre is: 

(a)i/f ' (b)V3 (c):^ (d)-^ 

90. The value of 

sin® 30° cos® 45° + 4 tan® 30“ + ^ sin® 90° - 2 cos® 90° is: 

(a) — (h) ~ (£■) — (d) ~ 

24 ' ® 24 24 ^ ' 24 

91. If X cos ^-ain^ssxtan^cotj, then the value of x 
is: 

(a) -1 (b) 0 (c) I (d) 3 
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92. Which one of the foUowiM is not correct? 

(a) (1 - cos x) (1 + cos x) s= sin^x 

(b) (1 ~ cos 2x)/(l + cos 2x) = tan^x 

(c) (1 + cos x) + 2 sin^ (|) = 2 

(d) (sin X + cos x) (sin x - cos x) = cos 2x 

93. The length of a side of a regular hexagon inscribed in 
a circle of radius 80 cm is: 

(«) 40 cm (b) 60 cm (c) 75 cm (d) 80 cm 

5 

94. If 0 lies in the fovuth quadrant and cos 6 * then 
the value of sin 6 is: 

/ ^ 13 /M 12 12 13 

12 13 ^ ^ 13 12 

95. If sin X + sin^ x = 1, then the value of cos^ x ^ cos^ x 
is: 

(a) 0 (b) -1 (c) 1 (d) 2 

96. If 0 S a S 90®, 0 5 p S 90® and 2 sin a + 3 cos P = 5, 
then the value of (3 sin a -f 2 cos p) is: 

(a) 1 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 9 

97. The lowest value of (sin^ x - sin x) is: 

(«) -1 (b) (c) (d) 0 

98. The angle of elevation of the sun, when the shadow 
of a stick is double its bright, is: 


(a) tan'^ (;^) 


(b) tan-^|) 


(c) 30” (d) 60” 

99. If a kite is flown by a string 350 ft long and its vertical 
height above the groimd is 175 ft, then its angle of elevation 
is: 

(a) 30® (b) 35® (c) 40® (d) 45® 

100. The horizontal distance between two trees of dif¬ 
ferent heights is 60 m. The angle of depression of the top of 
the first tree as seen from the top of the second tree is 45°. If 
the height of the second tree is 80 m, then the height of the 
first tree is: 

(a) 20 m (b) 24 m (c) 40 m (d) 60 m 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) Angle between two consecutive marks == 30” 

.-. Reqdangle = 5x30®+-^x30® = 155® 

60 

2. (d) x^-5x+6 = 0 =^(x-2)(x-3) = 0 

Equs. of two lines are 
x-2 = 0 =»x=2and 
x-3 = 0 =» X = 3 

which are parallel to each other 

3. (c) 

4. (a) Z1 = 2x (corresp. Zs), 

Z1 + 3x X180® (Lixtear pair) * ■ 

2x + 3x X180 e -» 

,*.x X 36,2x X 72“ 


ypcn — 75® 

Thro'C draw CD'I AB, 

AB II EF A_ 

.-. EF II CD, 

Zl + 30®=55 
.-. Z1 X 25® 

Z1 + X X 180” (sum of 

consec. int. Zs) 
25 + x = 180®.-. x*155® 

ZAPB = 42® + 68 = 110® 

[Ext. Z of a A is equal 
to sum of opp int. Zs) 
110** 

ZRPB = ^ = 5.5® 

.-. Z1 =90®-55® = 35 
or ZABC = 35® 

(n-2) 180® = 156® .-.0 = 15 
2x + X = 90® s=> X X 30° 

AC 

“ = cosec 30® 

AB 

AC „ „ I 





= 2 =s AC X 2a 


10. (b) 


11. (0) 


12. (b) 


[AB will be .smallest side as the side opp. to the 
smallest Z is smallest] 

orAABCx^BCxAD 

=>BC.AD = AC.AB - 

Perim e ter of 1st A _ Sid e of 1st A 30 

Perimeter cf Und A ~ SideoflIndA "^20 

= 15=.x = 10 

X 

OP = l, A- 

OQ = 2, 

OR = 4 /qI^ / 

.■. PR X 1 + 4 X 5 „ K / 

Ql^ = OQ^ + OP^ ® .^ 

= 2^ +1^ X 5 [Diagonals of a 
QR^ X OR^ + OQ^ rhombus are X 
X 4^ + 2^ X 20 to each other] 

Pr2 = 52 = 23 

.■.PR^xQp2 + QR2 

A PQR is a rt A in which ZPQR = 90® 

A Ij j j 2A] 

Ax-didj .-. d2 = --r- 
2 di 


2x120 


X 24 on 


AO = iAC = .^ = 5 



ADX VAO' + OD^X VF+1?* 13cm 
In an equilateral A, median and 1. bisectors are same, 
lines AB X b 


13. (d) 
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ADIBC .'.JSD = 


AD=: 


DV- 




£ 

2 


= ~b 



Radius of a circle * “ 3 ^ AD 
2 ^/3. b 

( •.• Centroid divides median AD in the ratio 2:1) 
Diagonal of the square = diameter of circle = >/2a 
^ a 


r = ■ 




b a b* a* 
■‘l3-l2°^J=-2=^ 

14. (b) Radius of a circle C = 


2b2 = 3a^ 



^-.<3 


side = :^ 

[see ques. no. 13] 




/ 


15. (a) In As ABO and ADO, 

AB^AD 

ZAOB = ZAOD (each = 90° 

AO = AO (com.) Diagonals * 
of a rhombus are 
1 to each otlwr) 

.-. A ABO = A ADO (by RHS cong. rule) 

ZBAO = ZDAO (CPCT) 

AC is the bisector of ZBAD 
.•. The reqd locus is AC •’ the pt which lies on the 
bisector of ZBAD is equi¬ 
distant from AB and AD 


liS. (c) Area of " gm = ^ x 70 (27 + 27) = 1890 

17. (b) X + 2x + 2x = 100 X a 20 sides are 20,40 ,40 

Area of A = Vs (s-a) (s-b) (s-c) 

„ 20 + 40 + 40 
S =-2-= 50 

Area of A = Vm( 50-20)(50- 40)(50-40) = 100 VlS 

10ft 75 •> 

18. (d) Area of a sector = x — x 7 x 7 = 46.2 cm^ 

3ol) 7 

19. (c) nx9^ + nr^=^nxl5^ .•.r=12cm 

20. (a) Reqd area = 14^ - 4 x ^Ttr^ = 196-^x7x7 = 42m^ 


21. (c) ~ (2x + 3x) x5 = 275 => X = 22 

.*. Smaller side = 2 x 22 = 44 

22. (a) Area to be painted 

= 2 (10 + 7) X 5 -|2(lx3)+2xl.5 + 2(1x1.5)] = 158 m^ 
.•. Cost of painting = 158 x 3 = Rs 474 

23. (d) I®=343 => I = 7cm 

.•.S.A. of a cube = 6/^ = 6 x 7^ = 294cm^ 

24. (c) Volofnewcube = I‘’ = 3^ + 4^ + 5‘'* = 216 .%/ = 6cm 

Diagonal of a new cube = 'l3l = VjTx 6 = 6^3 

25. (d) Reqd. area = ^ x = 2nt^ 

, V . , , 3 V 3 2 3V3^,„2 

26. (c) Area of a regular hexagons-^ a s-y-xlO 


Vol. of a pyramid = -^ x area of base x height 

s'^x^^xlOxlOx 60 

«300Ch/3 =51%m^ 

27. (d) Vi = Vol of bi^er cone 

^^10(6^x8 = 96^ 

V 2 = Vol of smaller cone 
1 ? 

a -nx 3 x4 = 12 ji 

V 3 = Vol of frustum 
= 96ir-12jc =84il 



28. (c) 


Reqd. ratio = 96n: 84 ji = 8:7 


4rtri 1 n 1 Vi A . 1 .3 

4„^-2”r2-V2'V2-4^^-^-^V2’ 

3 


= 2^-1 

29. (6) • 5 nr^h = |jtf^ .-.- = |orh : r = 2:1 

j f X 

30. (i>) |jtr^ = |7t(l^ + 6H8®)=^r = 9cm 


31. (c) Class mark of class 1—10 = (10 + ^) * ^ = 5.5 

11 + 20 31 

Class mark of class 11—20 = = y * 15.5 

.'. Class size ® 15.5 - 5.5 = 10.0 

32. (d) 33. (a) 

34. (d) Surh of values =^2 + 2n) = n(n+l) 

[ •.• This is an A.P. series having n terms 
Sn = -^(Ist term + last term)] 

Mean = = n+1 

n 


-c ,j.v T * 1 *• 10 ^ 10 130 

35. (b) Total time ‘Jg’ 

Total distance = 10 +10 = 20 km 
20 72 

Average speed = = — = 5.5 km/hr 

l6 

36. (a) 37. (a). 38. (b) 

39. (c) a = 3 d = 5 ti, = a+{n-l)d 

.-. 98 = 3+(n-l)5 .'.0 = 20 

40. (d) 

41. (b) x^ + 2x-l+ ^ 


(x^ + 2x)^-l^ + l 


x^ + 2x + l x^ + 2x + l 


(x^ + 2x)^ 
~ (x + l)^ 


.-. Positive square-root * 


x^ + 2x x^ + 2x +1 -1 


(x + l) x+1 
SEPTEMBER-96 COMPETITION MASTER IBS 



(x-nr-1 , 1 

- ax-fl-- 

x +1 x +1 


a^-b^ 


42. (c) «a+ b.-.Reqdvalue = 1.59+41 *2 

43. (b) 

44. (c) Speeds72= 20m/sec 


540 + 160 — 
Times—sx— = 35 sec 


45. (b) 


20 


days 

50 

100 

more men 

3 

4 

less men 
50 


men 

200 


work 
1 
4 

3 

4 

more work 
1 
4 

more days 
100 : 

.■.x = 200x|x^xl.300 


} 


200:x 


Extra men reqd. s 300 - 200 = 100 

46. (c) Let original value = Rs 100 .-. Reduced value = Rs 90 

Reqd. increase% = |g 100 = = 11— 

47. (d) Reqd.costs 15000(l + -^)(l + ^)»Rs 18975 

48. (c) Let die total CP. of stock be Rs X 

„„ ,2 , . , 2x aOO + 20) „ 4t 
.-. &P. of 3 of Stock » y X s Ra y 

S.P. of rest of stock = ^ x = Rs 

3 100 50 


9x 
50 


59x ^ , 59x „ 9x 


Gain%» —xl00 = 18% 

X 

49. (c) Isl000-800sRs200 R> 


200x100 


800x1 

50. (b) Let A's^rebeRsx B'ssharesx-4000 

x+X -4000 = 16000 v-.x = Rs lOOOO 
.'. B's share s 10000 - 4000 s 6000 
Reqd. ratio s lOOOO: 6000 = 5:3 

51. (c) Let the reqd. no. be X 12+x 


25% 


16 + x 

52. (b) Let die no. (limits be x and bill bey 

y = mx + k (fixed) 

.•.107» 200x + k..,fi) 

154 s 30Qm + k... (H) 

Solving (i) and (it) m = .47 and k = 13 
For 500unit8ys500 x 47 + 13sRs248 

53. (c) 54. (e) 55. (a) 56. (a) 

57. (c) 3 5 7 9 

_i _3 _5 7 

2 2 2 “2 


xs4 


LCM of 3,5,7,9 *315 


58. (c) 


59. (a) 


60. (d) 


61. (d) 

62. (b) 


63. (a) 


When die largest no, of 4 digits i>., 9999 is divided 
by 315, we get Rs 234 
Reqd. no. = 9999 -234 + 2 = 9763 
absl /. loga + logbsO ^^logbs-loga 
Let ch. of log abe X and mantiss y 
logbs-x-y=-x- l + (l-yji 

s x+1 + mandsM (decimal part) 
Sumofdi. = x-x-l =-l 
Letthenos.inG.P.bea,b,c .*. b^sac 
log b^ s log ac s> 2 log b 

sIoga + Iogc=»logb-loga 
slogc-logb 

which shows dut log a, log b, log c are in AP. 

1 

logz0.0625sIog 2 jp^ = log 2 ~*k>g 2 l-log 2 16 

= 0-log2 2^ s -4 log 2 2 = - 4x1 s -4 

[logiil * 0 a ^ 0 logc c s 1] 

x^ = y* = k x = k*'^^ y = k*^^ 

y ic^ ^ 

= (jti/y)*^/y=(,)*/sr-i 
x + ^ = 3, cubing both sides, we get, 
x*+^ + 3x X x-(x+i) = 27orx^ + i + 3x 3 = 27 

.-. x^+ -4 = 27-9 = 18 
r 

« + v ^ 


64. id) 


X + V 1 - UP 1 + MP 


1-UP 1 + UP 
U + P + U^P + UP* + U-P-U*P + UP^ 

_ 1-uV _ 

1 - U V - U^ + P^ 

1 -uV 

2u + 2up^ 2u (1 + p^ 


l-u*+p^-u^p* (1 - u^) + p*(l - u*) 
Tujl+v^) ^ 2u 
~(1 -u^)(l + p^) 1-u^ 

65. (d) By dividing diepoiy. by x^-x+2,wegetRs0 

i^-x+2 is a factor of given poly. 

66. (d) Letp(x)sx*-9x^ + 12x-14 

If {^x) tt divided by x - 3, R = p(3) 
s 3®- 9(3)*+12x3-14 s 243 - 81 + 36 -14 = 184 

67. (c) 68. (a) 

69. (a) Let p(x)*)r+ax+b when p(x) is divided by x-1, 
R * p(l) * iVaxl+b = 5 or a+b=4... (i) 

Whm p(x) is divicied by x+1, 

R * p(-l) = (-1)* + a (-1) + 4 s 5 
or-a+b=4...fw) 

Solving (i) and (iK) we ^ a s 0, b = 4 

70. (d) >^-6»^ + llx-6 = x*-&r49x + 2x-6 



» x{x* - 6ic + ^ » *(x-3)* + 2 (x - 3) 

»(x - 3){x(x-3)+2)« (x- 3) (x^-3x+2) 
*(x-3)(x-l)(x-2) 

Zoosof aieS, 1,2 
A PioductsSxl x2«6 

71. (fi >i:* + 2x*+x®»x*(x* + 2x + l)»x*(x + lf 

X^-X* *t x®(x*-l) C x*{x-1) (x+l) 

.•.HCT-X»(x+1) 

72. (.) 

73. (a) LetttieageBofscmandSidiabexandyie^. 

x+y » 45 ...(i) 

(»-5)(y-5)^M...(ii) 
xy-5(x+y)+25 = 34 s*xy - 5 x45-t-25 » 34 
x(45-x)B234s>x»39,6xtt 39 
.'.xsfiyears y s45-6s39yean 

74. (c) LettheBoudlerno.bexandIaigerno.bey 

A.TA4x«=3y-5...W 
x+y 3! 6(y- x) + 6... (a) 

Sieving (i) and fill we gety s 59 

75. (c) Tofindtfiept.puty»5inx+y = 9 

x+5 s 9 s:> X = 4 The reqd pt. is (4,5) 

76. (d) o + 3 = b,aP = c 

+ p® = (o + p)®-3 o P (o + P)» b® - 3c(t) =4>® -3bc 

77. (ft) As the roots are eqj^l .*. D = 0 

D = b® -4ac «(-pr - 4xlx(8p-15) * 0 

=* p® - 32p + M * 0 =» (p-2) (p-30)*0^ps=2or30 

78. (a) 

79. (d) On solving the equ, we get X s 10 

80. (c) 9“ = p®)*=3“° (27)®® = (^®*3'“ 

.-. 9“ >(27)®* 

81. (b) (5®x8®x(x‘®)*^®}"*^.5®’‘*^® x(64)*^^ x 


82. (J) 


83. (c) 

84. (b) x-yisasetof allttieelenienlswhidibelongtoxbut 

donotbelcmgtoy 

.-. x-y = {!), jMt = (4), y->z = (2), *-y = {5,6) 

85. (d) 


86. (b) 


1 

coed 


* a + 


40 


4a® + l 

4a 

4a 


'SSCOSB 


*dil- 

J4. P.»\(4a® + l)®-(4a)® 
-V(4a®-lf«4a»-l 

1 4a®-l . 


tan6 + 


oob 6 



4a 4a 




ooi63 
sin (90 >6^) 



I 


_ .sin 27 ^ .coa^ j 

“'sin27' "'00863^ 

«1® -1® e 0 (cos (90 - 6) • sin 0, silt (90 - 6)« cos 6 

88. (s) By putting flw values of x and y and solvii^ we get 

cor 6 + sin® 0 which is equal to 1 

89. (0) i.2sin|»2sin^-28in45*s2x^»>/2 

90. (c) (|)®(^)® + 4(^)®-ixl®-2x0®«g 

91. (d) xxi-|-xx^x:|.=»|-|*|**x = 3 

92. (<0 (1-cos x)(l+casx)sl-ca8®xssin®x True 

1-cos 2x 2sin®x . 2 

l+coe2x 2oos®x 

1+ cos x + 2 sin® x/2 » 2oo8® x/2 + 2 sin® x/2 
= 2 (cos® x/2 +^® x/2) = 2x1 = 2 
(sin X + COB x) (sin x - cos x) = sin® x- cos® x 
= -(cos®x-8in®x)«s-cos 2x^co8 2x 

93. (d) There will be 6 equilateral As 

in a regtdar hexagon 
side = radius = 80 

94. (b) MP = Vl3®-5®*12 

[ ./ BliesinAdt 

quad, where sin 0 is -ve] 

95. (c) sin X + sin®x"=l=a» sinx = l-sin®x = cos®x 

squariitg sin®x s cos^ =»1 - co^ X 

= COsSt cos* X + C 08 ®X = 1 



96. (b) V 2sina + cosPs5 

.‘.sin a and cos P get the max. value 

If sin a <1 dtm cos p >1) ( *.* total value is 5, 
andifcosP<ldiensina>l which is not pos^Ie) 
Max value of sin a = 1, cos p 831 
.-. 38ina + 2cosps3xl+2xl «5 

97. (d) l^uewiUbelcnvestifvalueof8mxismax.whidiis 

equal to 1 .*. 1®-1»0 


98' (i*) ■;r:® tan0^^tan0»^ =s0 
2x 2' 

= tan(i) 

175 1 

99. ( 0 ) 8in0»|g«|»8m3O* 

.•.0»3O» 

100. ( 0 ) tan 45 = 1 

80^.h.= 60 

80-60=ha*h=20m 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Qb. 1-5. Answer the follonnng questions based on 
the following alphabets; 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

1. Which letter will come exactly midway between 
the seventh letter from your left and tenth letter from your 
right? 

(a) M (}}) L (c) N (d) P (e) None of these 

2. What will come in place of the question-mark (?) 
in die following letter sequence? 

CYLEWMHUN? 

(a) LSO (t) LTP (c) MSP 

(a) MTO (e) None of these 

3. The next set of letters in the following lelter se¬ 
quence will be: 

BY DW GT ? 

(a) LR ({.) JQ (c) JS 

(d) KP (e) None of these 

If the first half of the alphabets were written in 
reverse form followed by die remaining half in the 
reverse order: 

4. The letter exactly in the middle between C and U 
would be: 

(a) J (b) A (c) Z (d) Y (e) None of these 

5. Which one would be 7th letter from W towards 
your left? 

(a) P (b) N (c) D (d) B (e) None of these 

Qs. 6-8. Study die sequence of numbers given below 
and answer the questions dut follow: 

568697646386768576476876347857368 

6. How many 6's are there in the sequence of num¬ 
bers given above that are preceded by an odd number and 
followed by an even oner 

( 0 ) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 (d) 8 (c) None of these 

7. If we divide the numbers in sets of three calling 
the first three numbers first set, the next three numbers 
second set and so on, which set would have the highest 
number? 

(a) 5th (p) 6th (c) 8th 

id) 10th (e) None of these 

8. What is the ratio between the frequency of 5 and 

8 ? 

(fl) 1:2 (b) 2:3 (c) 1:3 

(d) 3:4 (e) None of these 

Q. 9 to 11 are based on die information given below: 

Four ladies A, B, C and D and four gentlemen E, F, G, 
H are sitting in a circle round a table fa&g each other. 

No two ladies or two gentlemen are sitting side by 
side. 

C who is sitting between G and E is facing D. 

F is between D and A and is facing G. 

H is to the right of B. 

9. Who is sitting to the left of A? 

(a) E (b) F (c) G (d) H (<•) None of these 

10. E is facing ... 

(a) F (b) B (c) G (d) H (e) None of these 

11. Who are immediate neighbours of B? 

(a) GandH (b) EandF (c) EandH 


(d) FandH (e) None of these 

Qs. 12 & 13. If Vmeans'+' means 'x'; means 
'+' andmeansdien 

12. 3 + 9x 6 + 8-2 = ? 

(a) 12 (b) 30 (c) 25 

(d) 5 (c) None of these 

13. 6 + 6 + 6-6x6 = ? 

(a) 0 (b) 1 (c) 6 (d) 36 (e) None of these 

14. If 'CALCUTTA' is coded as 'DZMBVSUZ', then, 

in the same code, 'INDORE' would be: 

(a) JOCNSD (b) JMENSD (c) JMCNSD 

(d) JMCNSF (e) None of these 

15. If, in a certain code, 'STATION' is written as 
'OPJUBUT', then the code for 'RAILWAY' would be: 

(a) ZBXMJBS (b) TCKNYCZ (c) BTXZMSJ 

(d) XZVKHZQ (e) None of these 

16. If nu bu ru means big red ball, 
ku yu nu means green and red and 
yu ru hu means small and bjg, 

then the code for small ball would be: 

(a) ruhu (b) yubu (c) buhu 

(d) hunu (e) None of these 

17. Mr X started from point P and went 2 km west, 
then he turned left and went 1 km, then he turned right 
and covered 1 km, then he once again turned left and went 
1 km and from there he turned left again and reached 
point Q. How far is Q from P as the crow flies? 

(a) 1 km (b) 2 km (c) 3 km 

(d) 4 km (e) None of these 

Qs. 18 and 19 are based on the word CIRCUM¬ 
FERENCE. 

18. How many pairs of letters in the word have as 
many letters between them as they have in the alphabets? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 (e) None of these 

19. How many total number of letters are required to 
form the word? (If a letter is repeated, it would be counted 
as one only.) 

(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 9 (e) None of these 

20. If all the numbers between 8 and 47, which are 
divisible by 3 were arranged in ascending order, which 
number would be exactly m the middle? 

(fl) 21 (b) 24 (c) 27 

(d) 30 («?) None of these 

Qs. 21 & 22. In a row of boys, A is fifth from your left 
and B is 9th from your right 

21. If Aand B interchange positions, A would be 18th 
from your left. What would be B's position from youi 
right? 

(a) 13th (b) 19th (c) 20th 

(d) 22nd (e) None of these 

22. What is the total number of boys? 

(B) 26 (b) 24 (c) 29 

(d) 27 (e) None of these 

23. If the 1st of a month is Tuesday, tiie data on Iasi 
Friday of the montii would be: 

te) 2Sth (b) 27th (c) 29th 

(d) 30th (e) None of these 
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Qs. 56^5. The first pair of figures has a definite relationship. Your task is to find out the figure with similar 
relationship for the second pair which could be placed in place of question'mark. 


PROBLKM nOI'RES 


ANSWER IWIIRES 



1 p 
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i F< ^ 

; Y 


1 6 

i i 

1 ^ 


b/ q] 

1 •? « j 

1 '^cv 


CD j DO i DO 
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ts> i <a> I ® 
b Y 


T I V' V ! V* 

§-^ ! S-^ 3— —K I S,—^ 

^ i r-h 
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Find the odd-man out: 


16 . (c) Match common words with common codes. 



ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 . (b) It IS the mid-letter between G and Q. 

2. (a) For the first letter, the gap increases by one, the second 

has a gap of one and the third one has none. 

3. (d) The gap among first letter is increasing by one and the 

second letter has the same position in the alphabetical 
order from the end. 


4. (d) MLK.JIHGFEDCBAZYXWVUTSRQPON 

5. (c) 6. (h) 7. (d) 8. (a) 


9-11. The arrangement is: 






9. (b) 10. (d) 11. (a) (g) (g) 


12. (c) 13. (c) 

14. (b) The first, third, fifth... letters are the next ones and the 

remaining next ones in the alphabet. 

15. (a) Reverse the order and use their next letters as codes. 



18. (d) IM;CF;FE;EC 19. <c) CIRUMFEN 20. (c) 

21. (d) 22. (a) 23. (a) 24. (d) 25. (d) 

For answering the next set of questions, keep the foUowinn 
points in view: 

(0 Study each figure individually as well as in relationship 
with the other figures. 

(i/) The movement of the figure is very important. The 
movement may be clockwise, anti-cKx:kwise, from 
corner to corner, along certain points, up and down, 
right and left or in a zig-zag way. The different figures in 
the queshon may have different pace or direction of 
movement. (Examples: Qs. 29, .31, l3,46 etc) 

(m) The figures may appear or disappear according to a .set 
pattern (Examples: Qs. 39,42,47,51 etc) 

(if) The figures may interchange places and may do sti by 
changing direction as well. (Examples: Qs. 37,40,51 etc) 
(f) Something may be added to the figure or may be 
dnrpjx'd from it in the series. (Examples- Qs. 28 32, 54 
etc) 

(m) The figures may have a definite relationship in sets of 
two. (Examples- Qs. 36 and 41 etc) 


26. 

B 

27. f) 

28. 

B 

29. A 

30. 

C 

31. 

E 

32. F, 

33. 

B 

34. C 

35, 

E 

36. 

A 

37. D 

38. 

C 

39. A 

40. 

C 

41. 

D 

42. C 

43. 

A 

44, B 

45. 

D 

46. 

B 

47. D 

48. 

D 

49. B 

50 

A 

51. 

E 

52. A 

.53. 

A 

54 B 

55 

E 


.36. D. The number of .sides in the two figures join together 
and fomi an enclosed figure. 

57. A. TTie outer figure has two sides less and the inner figure 
goes to the top, changing direction. 

.58. B. The figure tilts upside down and loses its half on left 
and right. 

59. D. The two part.s nitate and |oin at a definite angle. 

60. D. The figures interchange places and some ot them 

change their direction as well. 

61. C. The figures rotate around according to a set pattern. 

62. A. The inner and outyr figure have one side extra. 

63 C. The figures join together ncoirding to a set pattern, 

64. D. Straight lines bend and the edges change 

65. A. The figures interchange places as well as direchon 

according to a set pattern. 

66. C. In all the others, the two figures have a difference of 

one line only. 

67. D. All the others have two arcs and three straight lines. 

68. C. In all the others three small arcs face the main figure. 

69. B. The position of arrows is wrong. 

70. E. The figures have a clockwise arrangen^nt according 

to the number of lines in them, i.c., 2,3,4,5 and six line 
figures. This one the only exception. 

71. D. The inner figure ought to have one line less. 

72. E. The arrangement of dots is wrong. 

73. B. One side of the figure ought to be different. This one 

has a symmetry. 

74. E. In all the others, one of the inter-woven figvues has one 

side less. This one has two less. 

75v C. All the three parts ccuistituting the figure ought to be 
\ identical. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out 


1. (a) rick.shaw 

(1) taxi 

(c) tonga 

(d) cart 

(}) phaeton 


2. (a) blouse 

0) skirt 

(r) petticoat 

(d) pyjama 

«•) pantakxin 


3. (a) mountain 

0) valley 

(c) glacier 

(d) sea-coast 

(i>) ridge 


4. (a) misdeWl 

(b) corruption 

(r) failure 

(d) offence 

(f) villainy 


.5. (a) nuptials 

(h) wedkx-k 

(c) matrimony 

(d) marriage* 

(c) credentials 


6. (a) Gandhi 

(h) Buddha 

(f) Mahavir 

(d) Christ 

(fj Nanak 


7. (a) Java 

(h) Tasmania 

(c) Sri Lanka 

(d) Malaysia 

(f) Cuba 


8. (a) river 

(h) earth 

(c) aeroplane 

(d) riK’k 

(«') bretv.e 



Qs. 9-16. Each question given below has two items 
having a definite relationship between theni. Your task is to 
find out the pair of words with identical relationship from 
(a), (f'). (f) and (d) 


9. civ)/y • insane. 

{a) unconscinu.s: taint 
(r) cix>l; aild 
10 K'mb. blast. 

(rt) gun: hunting 
(r) vtrug ■ addicts 
n. loyal • n'gal. 

{a) large; size 
(c) warm. heat 
12. book: page 
{a) train : driver 
(c) car: horn 

i 3. Miinday • Wednesday. 

(ii) April: fune 

(c) Spring. Summer 

14. polite: Hide 
(a) laughter: fun 
(c) angelic. devilish 

15. axe:chop. 

(fl) language: expression 
(t) clothes. shame 

16. chair :sUxil. 

(a) leather;shoe 
(t) school: teaching 


(h) sick: ill 

(li) spec'd • mileage 

(/’) liquid flow 
(d) throw hit 

(fi) faithful: loyal 
(<f) cat: tiger 

(/>) language: speech 
(d) cloth; dres-s 

{b) September: fX-cember 
(d) Saturday ■ Tuesday 

(f;) tears eves 
(d) health;death 

(h) shcHVi • feet 

(d) knowledge: learning 

(b) purse: money 
Id) Saturn ■ Venus 


Qs. 17-22. Each question below has three items haying 
certain relationship among them. The same relationship is 
expressed by sets of circles, each circle representing one item 
irrespective of its size. Match the items with right set of 
circles. 


17. horn : cow: rhimxreros 


18. criminal: jail; jailor 



«ooo 


19. brain. body: skull 

20. crow: crocixlile; crane 

21. reptile: lizard ; sparrow 

22. black : aial; horse 

Find the odd-man out: 



23. 

0) 

FEH 

ib) 

QPS 

(T) 

ZYB 


id) 

WVZ 

{<•) 

KJM 



24. 

ia) 

KJON 

ib) 

EDHG 

ic) 

QPUl’ 


(d) 

ONSR 

ie) 

XWUA 



25. 

(a) 

WTR 

ib) 

OIJ 

ic) 

ZWU 


id) 

PMK 

0) 

JFD 



26. 

(fl) 

CX 

ib) 

MN 

ic) 

JQ 


id) 

FT 

ic) 

HS 



27. 

(a) 

JNR 

ib) 

TWA 

ic) 

MQU 


id) 

VZD 

0) 

AEI 





Answer questions 28-31 on the basis of the diagram 
given below. In the given diagram: 

The triangle repre.senls 
women. 

The circle represents edu¬ 
cated persons. 

The rectangle represents 
employed persons. 

The square represents 
married persons. 

28. Which number represents the section of women who 
are educated, employed and unmarried? 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 {c) None of these 

29. winch number represents uneducated married 
women who do not have any employment? 

{a) 7 (|i) 8 (c) 9 (d) 10 (c) .None of these 

30. Number 2 represents; 

(a) married men who are educated but unemployed 
(ii) educated employed single men 

(c) educated unemployed single men 

(d) educated employed single women 
(c) None of these 

31. Number 5 represents. 

(a) uneducated employed single men 

(b) uneducated unemployed single women 

(c) uneducated employed single women 
(cf) educated employed marri^ women 
(c) None of these 

Qs. 32-36. In a family of six, there are three men L, M and 
N and three women R, S and T. The six are architect, laivyer, 
chartered accounbint (CA), professor, doctor and engineer 
by profession but not in the same order. 

(0 There are two married couples and two urunor- 
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ried persons. 

(ii) N is not R's husband. 

(Hi) The doctor is married to the lawyer. 

(w) R's grandfather is a professor. 

(n) M is not L's son, nor he is an architect or profes¬ 
sor. 

(wi) The lawyer is T's daughter-in-law. 

(vit) N IS T's son and the engineer's father. 

(imi) L is married to CA. 

Answer the following questions on the basis of the 
infonnation given above: 

32. Which of the following is a married couple? 

(a) Lands (b) N and R (c) MandR 

(d) LandT (<*) None of these 

33. Who are the two unmarried persf»ns? 

(fl) M and R (I)) N and R (c) M and S 

(d) N and S (r) None of these 

34. Who is the architect? 

(a) L (b) N (c) S (d) R (e) None of these 

35. Which of the statements is superfluous? 

(a) (i) (h) (ti) (f) (vi) (d) (viii) (e) None 

36. T is M's? 

(fl) mother (b) sister (c) grand-mother 

(d) daughter (e) None of these 

Qs. 37-39. A started from his home at 8.15 A.M. at a speed 
of 4 km per hr. He went 1 km west, turned left and went 2 
kms, he again turned left and reached his destination after 
going for 1 km. His brother B started at 8 A.M. at a speed of 
5 kms per hr. He went 2 kms east, turned right and walked 
for 1 km, he again turned right and covered 1 km and finally 
turned left and after going for 1 km reached his destination. 

37. How far is A's destination from B's destination? 

(fl) 1 km (b) 2 kms (r) 3 kms 

(d) 4 kms (c) None of these 

38. How far is A from his home as the crow flies? 

(fl) 1 km east (b) 2 kms west (r) 2 kms north 

(d) 2 kms south (r) None ot these 

.39. How far were A and B from each other at 9 A.M.? 

(fl) 1 km (b) 2 kms (c) .3 km.s 

(d) 4 kms (e) None of the.se 

40. Five friend.s A, B, C, D and E are silting on a bench. 

C is between A and E. 

D is to the right of B but not at the extreme end. 

A is not near P. 

Who is on the extreme left? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) D (c) Can't be established 


In each cjuesticm below are given hvo stalenients followed by 
four conclusions numbered I, II, III and IV. You have lo take the tuH) 
given statements to be true even if they seem lo be at variance fmm 
commonly knonun facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follows from the two given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. All carts are drivers. 

2. All drivers are buses. 

Conclusions: 

I. All buses are drivers. 

II. Some drivers are not carts. 

HI. Some buses are carts. 


IV. All carts are buses. \ 

(fl) Only 1 and II follow. [b) Only 11 and HI follow. 

(c) Only HI and IV follow, id) Either I or 111 follows. 

(e) Only IV follows. i 

Statements: j 

42. 1. All ears are fingers. 1 
2. Some fingers are greeri 

Conclusions: \ 

1. Some ears are green. 

II. All fingers are ears. . 

III. Some green things arejiot fingers. 

IV. No ear IS green. 

(fl) Only I and 111 follow. (b) Either II or III follows, 

(c) Only IV follows. (d) Only HI and IV follow, 

(c) Either I or IV follows. 

Slttlements: 

43. 1. Some horses are ink-pots. 

2. Some ink-pots are jugs. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some hurst's are not jugs 

II. Some jugs are ink-pots. 

III. Every |ug is either ink-pot or horse. 

IV. Some jugs are horses. 

(fl) Only I and II follow. (b) Only IV follows. 

(c) Only II and III follow. (d) Either 11 or IV follows, 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some knights are leaders. 

2. All leaders are millionaires. 

Conclusions. 

1. Some millionaires are knights. 

II. Some leaders are knights. 

III. Some millionaires are leaders 
iV. Some knights are not leaders 

(fl) Only 1 follows. (b) Either 11 oi IV follows, 

(c) Either HI or IV follows, (d) Only I, 111 and IV follow, 
(e) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some nurses are orators. 

2. Some politicians are orators. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some nurses are politicians. 

II. AH orators are either nurses or politicians. 

III. No orator is nurse as well as politician. 

IV. Stime orators are politicians as well as nurses, 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Either III or IV follows, (d) Only HI follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. All quacks are reformers. 

2. AH saints are reformers. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some reformers are not saints. 

H. Some reformers are not quacks. 

III. Every reformer is either saint or quack. 

IV. All reformers are saints as well as quacks. 

(fl) Only I follows. (b) Only II and HI foUow. 

(c) Only IV follows. (d) None follows. 

(e) Only HI follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Sbme tables are vans. 

2. Some tables are windows. 


SYLLOGISMS 
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Conclusions: I 

1. Some tables are vap as well as windows. 

II. Every table is eitli* van or window. 

HI. Some tables are ntfther van nor window. 

IV. No table is van ai^ell as window. 

(ti) Only I and 11 follow, j (b) Either II or IV follows. 

(f) None follows. I 

(d) Any one of the four fillows. 

(c) All the ftnir follow- | 

Statements: | 

48. 1. All yaks are zebras. 

2. Some apes are/®ra5. 

Conclusions: | 

1. All zebras artfaks. 


1. All zebras art faks. 

II. Sirme yaks areiipes. 

III. Every zebra either yak or ape. 

IV. No ape is y«iJ 

(fl) Only 1 and II fotlcf. (b) Either II f>r IV follows. 

(r) Either I t)r IV ftilii#s. (d) None follows. 

(c) All the four follc'i^ 

In each question bclo.p given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered l,!Eand III. An assumption is something 
supposed nr taken for gra&d. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and jMc which of the assumptions is implicit 
in the statement. Then di me which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: .T 

49. Funds marke for various welfare programmes are 
not reaching the per.s<i| concerned. 

Assurnptwns: 

I. Goverr^ent makes such announcements 
withou l^ing able to afford the money. 

11 The pcions cimcerned arc not interested in 
mtiney; 

III. Most <^the amount g(x*s into the ptxrkets of 
tifficiaijponnected with such programmes. 

(fl) Only 1 IS irr|i|licit. (Ii) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only 111 IS ife>licit. (d) Either II or III is implicit, 

(c) None is impcit. 

Statement 

50. Due to st'tf’o shortage of power, the government has 
changed rules to incourage private sector generation with 
good incentives. ; 

Assumptions: > 

I. Cio\4T:tment is unable to cope with the shortage* 
of pjwer. 

II. Pri'^te sectors are interested in generating 
pofer. 

III. Thsproblem is not very old one. 

. (fl) Only 1 dd 11 are implicit. 

{b) Only llfnd III are implicit. 

' (c) Either ^r III Is implicit, (d) None is implicit. 

(e) All arepiplicit. 

Statement: J 

51. Most|f the States have announced a hike of 15% in 
the bus fares.; 

Assumptions: ■ 

1. fhe State Roadways were running at a lose due 
to rise in the price of diesel and hence needed 
additional revenue. 

n. The prices of diesel have gone up by 15%. 
ill. The buses are generally over-crowded. 

(a) oiiy 1 is implicit. (b) Only U is implicit. 

(c) Ony III is implicit. (d) Eitfe I or II is implicit. 


(b) Either II or IV follows, 
(d) None follows. 


(d) Either II or 111 is implicit. 


y 111 IS ife>licit. 
re is im|icit. 


(f) Both 1 and II are implicit. 

Statement: 

52. The International Court has rejected the use or 
threatened use of nuclear weapons in war. 

Assumptions: 

I. Some of the countries have more nuclear 
weapons than others. 

II. The weapons can be used during peace time. 

III. Prior to this decision, the useof nuclear weapons 
was very common. 

(fl) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Either I or III is implicit. '* 

Statement: 

53. Italian police are preparing to deport 126 illegal In¬ 
dian immigrants who landed on the beaches in southern Italy. 
Assumptions: 

I. The immigrants reached Italy by the sea-route. 

II. l-anding in a foreign wuntry without proper 
documents Lsa crime. 

III. These Indians had been expelled from India. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. (b) Oily II is implicit. 

(t ) Both I and II are implicit, (d) Only Ill is implicit- 
(c) All are implicit. 

Statement. 

54. Some of the trains on the Delhi-Howrah route have 
been cancelled for two days. 

Assumptions: 

1. There has been a disruption due to derailment 
on the route. 

II. Some part of the route is under flcxided area. 

III. Some part of the track has been blown away by 
the terrorists. 

(ii) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Oly 111 is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(r) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

55 The resignation of a noted person from a key post, 
although claimed io be due to personal reasons is causing 
quite a stir in the department aincemed. 

Assumptions: 

I. The persons in the department were least ex¬ 
pecting the person's resignation. 

II. The noted person was fed up with the depart¬ 
ment. 

III. The people in the department do not believe the 
'personal reasons' explanation and suspect 
manipulation. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only 1 and H are implicit. 

(i) Only I and HI arc implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. (<•) All are implicit. 

Stalcnumt: 

56. Political interference in the administration of jastice is 
not a new phenomena. 

.'^ssumpttons: 

I. Justice has been partial to political leaders. 

II. Only the law department has had to suffer Hie 
interference of politicians. 

HI. Even in gtxsd old days, the politicians did not let 
loose the strings of their say in the administra¬ 
tion of justice. 

1 (fl) Only I is implicit. (fi) Only II is implicit. 
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(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only 1 and 111 are implicit. (<■) None is implicit. 

In each question below is gtaen a statement Jbllowea by three 
courses of action numbered I, It and III A course of actiim is a slept 
or administrative deasion to be taken for mpnnicmcnt,pllow up or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy etc on the basis of the 
information given in the statement. You have to assume emryiiung 
in the statement to be true, then dcade which of the thnv suggested 
courses of action logically follows for pursuing. 

Statement; 

57. One of the leading political party is. showing signs of 

split 

Coursi’s of action. 

I. The leader of the party should have a fair talk 
with the dissatisfied members. 

II. The rebels should be expelled from the party. 

Ill Thfc party should change its ideals and manifes¬ 
to 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Kither 1 or II follows 

(f) Only III follows. (</) None follows. 

(e) All the three follow 
Statement 

.58. In one of the States, the MPs and the MLAs are being 
constantly attacked. 

Courses of action. 

1. Security round the VIPs should be tightened. 

II A special camp to learn self-defence and use of 
weafMjns should be organised for the MPs and 
MLAs. 

III. All the MPs and MLAs of the Stale .should be 
sent out of the State for safety reasons 

(a) Only I follows (b) Only II follows 

(c) Only 111 follows (d) None follows 

(e) Either 1 or II follows 
Statement- 

59. More and more casts of a.sthma and throat problems 
an* being reported from an area near a factory. 

Courses of action: 

I. The type of pollution spread by the factory 
should W checked. 

II. If the place is heavily populated and fKillution 
not under limits then some far away plate 
should be allotted to the factory 

III A team of doctors should regularly check the 
inhabitants of the area. 

(a) Only 1 follows {h) Only I and II follow. 

(c) Only II and III follow (</) Only I and 111 follow 

(r) All the thn*c follow 
Statement 

fiO. Measures adopted for eradication of poverty in India 
are not sufficiently effective. 

Courses of action 

I. Population control, specially foi people living in 
the shadow of poverty should be implemented 
immediately. 

II. More vtKalional schcxils and technical institutes 
should be opened to enable people to have self- 
employment 

III. The pcxir should be given poverty-allowance. 

a) Only I follows {b) Only 11 follows, 

c) Rith 1 and II follow. (i/) tither I or II follows. 

(c) Only III follow's 

Stallmen t; 

hi. Firm 'X' feels that its staff is not as efficient as the staff 


of other rival firms. 

Courses of action; 

I. Firm 'X' should change the whole staff. 

II. The firm .should organise work-shops and other 
camps to increase the efficiency of the staff. 

III. They diould recruit more smart members. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only Ill follows. (d) Hither 1 or II follows. 

(e) Cither II or 111 follov's. 

Statement. 

62. Although, the re.sults of an instituhon have been very 
good in quantitative way, they are far from sati.sfactory as far 
as quality is concerned. 

Courses of action 

I. The teacheis should mark the talented students 
and give special attention to them 

II. 1 he admissions should be merit-ba.sed 

III. Students should be provided with proper refer- 
ena* bixiks and current magazines so as to add 
to their knowledge 

(fl) Only I and II follow. (b) Only 1 and 111 follow 

(c) Only I and II follow. (</) Only II follows 

(e) All the thn?e follow. 

Statement 

63. Most of the childrc>n from rural aieas show signs of 
malnutntion 

Couises of Hition 

1 The parents of thesi* a teas .should bemadeawan 
of the effects of malnutrition among childien 

II Scxrial workers and repnjsentatives liom the 
Medical and Health department .should inslrui t 
the inliabitants as how they could eat healthy 
f<x)d without spending mucli 

III Free Ionics and vitamin tablets should lx- dis 
tnbuted among.st them 

(a) Only I follows. (f>) Only II and 111 follow 

(c) All the three follow. (d) ’Only I and II follow 

(f) None follows 
Statement. 

64. Jhuggi Jhopri areas aie a shame foi anv metropolitan 
Courses of action 

1. The administration should try to provitle low- 
cost houses for the low income gioup of popula 
tion 

H. Immigration from rural areas to metropolitans 
should be discouraged 

III. Persons living in such areas should be 
pro.secuted 

(a) Only 1 follows. {b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only II and 111 follow. {d) Only 1 and II follow 

(e) All the three follow. 

Below IS given a passage followed by several pi^sible inferences 
which can be drawn from the facts statca in the passage You have to . 
examine each iitfcreme separately in the context of me passage and 
decide upon the degree oftm 'h or falsity. Mark yoiiranswcrs: 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. ' 

(fi) if probably true. 

(c) if the data is inadequate, hence doubtful. 

(d) if probably false 

(e) if definitely false. 

In a sensahonal seizure, customs sleuths recovered 184 

f old biscuits concealed in the dry-ice food trolley from a 
rankfurt-Delhi flight at IGI airport. The massive gold-haul 
valued at over Rs 1 crore has had all the trappings of a 
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Bollywood thriller wherein the two passengers, alleged to be 
the Kingpins of the illegal enactment, were trapped at the 
customs counter immed^iately after (he gold was recovered 
from ttie Delhi-bound Lufthansa flight at around 1.05 a.m. 
Customs authorities have arrested six persons including two 
loaders and two drivers of a private agency involved in sim- 
plying food inside the plane. According to the customs offi¬ 
cials, more arrests were likely to be made. The gold biscuits 
have tile mark of United Bank of Switzerland. 

65. The customs authorities suspect the involvement of 
many more persons in this smuggling. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

66. The smugglers belonged to Frankfurt. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

67. The United Bank of Switzerland makes these biscuits. 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

68. Most of the Bolly wcxid thrillers have smugglers, the 
police and customs officers. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

69. The persons arrested would not tell anything alxiut 
their nefarious business. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) LJ (e) □ 

70. The flight was going to Frankfurt. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


32. (d) 33. (a) 34. (d) 35. (6) 36. (c) 



37. (a) 38. (d) 39. (b) 40. (b) 

41-48. The best zuay to solve these questions is hf drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then readiing a fool-proof 
conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle irrespective of its 
size. Here are some of the examples: 



1. (<») All the otliens are pulled by living beings. 

2. (a) Thi.s i.s the only top garment. 

3. (c) This IS the only feature that has a movement. 

4. (c) All the others are acquired misconducts. 

5. (e) All the others are related to wedding 

6. (a) All the others are founders of religitms. 

7. id) All theothen? are Lslands. 

8. (d) All the others have a movement. 

9. (c) The relationship IS that of degree. 

10. {b) The relationship is that of the item and its natural 

function. 

11. (h) Both are synonyms. 

12. (c) The two items have the whole and its part relation¬ 

ship. 

13. (a) The relationship is that of st.*quence. 

14. (f) They are antonyms. 

15. (a) They have the object and its actior^relationship. 

16. (d) Both are different items of the same category. 

17. (c) Horn IS the common feature in the two different crea¬ 

tures. 

18. ^ Both jailor and the criminals live in the same com¬ 

pound. 

19. (fl) The skull is in body and brain in skull. 

20. (ii) All are different items. 

21. (d) Lizard is a reptile while sparrow is a different variety. 

22. (c) Coal is always black but only some horses are black. 
23-27. For answering these questions, write the alphabets and 

mark them 1, 2, 3, 4 ... 26. It would be easy to answer this type of 
questions. 

23. id) 24. (f>) 25. (e) 26. (d) 27. (/>) 

28. (fl) 29. (c) 30. (f>) 31. (c) 


jl (Proteasor) + T (Chartered Acc.^ 


N (Doctor) + S (Lawyer) 


ll« (Engineer) R(ArchKect) 



49. (c) 50. (c) 51. (e) 52. (a) 53. (c) 

.54. (d) .55. (e) 56. (d) 57. (b) 58. (a) 

59. (c) 60. (r) 61. (b) 62. (e) 63. (c) 

64. (d) 

65. (b) "Likely to be made" shows a pijsitive probability. 

66. (c) The inference has no confirmation. 

67. (fl) The mark on the gold-biscuits confirms the inference. 

68. (aj The situation is compared with Bollywood timllers. 

69. (d) The Customs official are very hopeful about getting 

their hands on the whole racket. 

70. (e) It was coming from Frankfurt. 
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The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. What are Scientoons? 

Ans. Scientoons are science cartoons 
which are being used to teach science to 
children using multi-media.They convey 
scientific messages in a simple way, using 
illustrations and text like ordinary cartoons. 

Q. What is the name of tlic German 
training ship that arrived in India recently? 

Ans. 1110 German naval training ship, 
"Gorch Fock" arrived in Cochin, its only 
port of call in India, as part of its longest 
voyage touching four continents. The ship 
began its journey on April 18, 1996 and 
will cover 33,000 nautical miles and termi¬ 
nate its cruise in Marcli, 1997. The ship is 
used to learn the basics of st^atnanship, 
navigation and meteorology. 

Q. With which country has India 
signed an aviation pact recently? 

Ans. India and Spain have entered 
into an air services agreement which will 
enable Iberia Airlines to resume flights to 
the country after a gap of 8 years. 

Q. What is the latest export price of 
wheat? 

Ans. The government has raised the 
open sale price of wheat to Rs 4,900 per 
tonne {$ 140) from Rs 4,410. 

Q. Wheii was the first motion picture 
shown in India? 

Ans. The first motion picture was ex¬ 
hibited in India on July 7, 1896. Lumiere 
Brothers had shown 6 short films at the 
Watson hotel on that day. 

Q. Who was the flag bearer for India 
at the Olympic games at Atlanta? 

Ans. Captain of the Indian hockey 
team Pargat Singh, was the flag bearer at 
the Olympics in Atlanta At the closing 
ceremony, Leander Paes was the flag- 
bearer. 

Q. Name the mascot of the Olympic 
games. 

Ans. Izzy. 


Q. Which company bought the rights 
for live telecast of the Olympics? 

Ans. Amitabh Bachchan Corporation 
Ltd (ABCL) bought the marketing rights 
to live telecast of the Atlanta Olympics on 
Doordarshaa 

Q. When was the World Population 
Day observed? 

Ans. July 11, 19%. 

Q. What is the height of the Sardar 
Sarovar project that has been agreed upon 
j by Chief Ministers of the Narmada basin 
States? 

Ans. The height of the Sardar 
Sarovar project has been agreed to be 4.S.‘i 
feet by the Chief Ministers of Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Rajasthan. Madhya Pradesh wanted the 
height to be 436 feet while Gujarat treats 
the project as its "lifeline" and wanted it 
to be 455 feel. 

Q. What IS the level of milk output in 
India? 

Ans. India has emerged as the top 
dairy nation with milk production cross¬ 
ing 70 million tonnes in 1995-96. The 
US was earlier the top milk producer 
! with an output of 68 million tonnes 
[ India's production last year was 63.5 
million tonnes. India's milk production 
was only 20 million tonnes in the early 
70.S. The "Operation Flood" had resulted 
in more than trebling the milk produc¬ 
tion. 

Q. What is the new name of the city of 
Madras? 

Ans. Chennai. Chief Minister M. 
Karunanidiii said that the change was part 
of the steps for growth of Tamil in various 
fields. 

Q. What is the allocation for defence 
in the budget? 

Ans. Rs 27,798 crore. As percentage 
of GDP, defence expenditure fell from 2.39 


to 2.3 per cent. The allocation for defence 
does not even cover the increase of price 
over the year, since the petroleum price rise 
is expected to cost the military an addi¬ 
tional Rs 400 crore. 

Q. What is the plan outlay for the 
agricultural sector for 1996-97? 

Ans. Rs 2020 crore. 

Q. What is the new price of post cards 
used for competitions? 

Ans. The government has introduced 
a new category of post cards called 
"compehtion post cards" which are priced 
at Rs 2. They will be used for entering com¬ 
petitions announced in the media. Printed 
post cards would now cost Re 1 while the 
registration fee has been raised from Rs 6 
' to Rs 8. 

Q. What IS the budget allocation for 
the transport sector tliis year’ 

Ans. Rs 15,972 crore. This represents 
an increase of Rs 4,009 crore over the last 
year's figure of Rs 11,963 crore. 

Q. What are the thrust areas described 
in the budget as broad objectives? 

Ans. 1. Providing basic minimum ser¬ 
vices to tlie poor 

2. Increase m agricultun?, industry and 
services to achieve high employment 

3. Ensuring fiscal prudence and 
micro- economic stability 

4. Enhancing investment in 
infrastructural sectors 

5. Key interventions for human devel¬ 
opment. 

6. Viability in balance of payments 
through strong export performance. 

Q. Which company is the sole Internet 
Service Provider in the country? 

Ans. Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd 
(VSNL). 

Q. What is the new name for Frontier 
Express? , 

Ans. Golden Temple Express. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

September: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
Significant events that took place 
during the month of September include 
the British Government's announcement 
of partition of Bengal on September 1, 
1905, British Government's granting 
permission to Lala Hardyal to return to 
India after 27 years on September 21, 

1938, formation of Interim Government 
under Jawahar 1^1 Nehru on September 
2,1946. However, in this section we 
shall focus on 'the Poona Pact', 'End¬ 
ing of Protests', 'Quitting of Politics'. 

Poona Pact 

Ramsay Macdonald's communal award i 
caust*d grave distress among Indian 
leaders. The award providal for separate 
'Hindu', 'Untouchable' and 'Muslim' 
electorates in the new federal legisla¬ 
tures It treated 'Hindus' and 'Harijans' 
as two separate political entities. Ma¬ 
hatma (iandhi spearheaded a move to 
foil the British policy of 'divide and 
rule'. To pressurize British Government 
to withdraw the Award, Mahatma 
Gandhi on September 20,1932 began 
'fast unto death' in the prison. Tinally 
on September 24,1932 the Poona Pact 
was made in Yervada Jail which pro¬ 
vided for reservation of scats for 
Harijans in the general elections. 

Ending of Protests 
A number of histoiic protc.sts ended 
during tire months of September. For 
instance, on September 12, 1928 the 
strike in Tata Iron and Steel Co. in 
Jamshedpur, which started on June J, 
came to an end after Subhash Chandra 
Bose's intervention. Following the death 
of Jatindra Nath Dass (after over two 
months of his fasting), on September 
14,1929 Sardar Bhagat Singh abandoned 
his hunger strike on prison reforms. 
Another notable strike-nee-Satyagrah, of 
'September' pertained to that of 
Harijans. It was a unique protest 
launched by Harijans that too in front 


of Mahatma Gandhi's Saegaon Ashram. 
They pressed upon the inclusion of 
Harijans in the Central Province Minis¬ 
try. "The protest picked up during Sep¬ 
tember 1938. It continued unabated till 
September 19, 1938 when on the 
assurance from Mahatma Gandhi they 
withdrew the Satyagrah. 

Quitting Politics 

During the months of September two 
prominent Indian leaders of pre-inde¬ 
pendence era announced their decision 
to quit politics. On September 17,1934 
Mahatma Gandhi, while publicly 
sharing that "there are fundamental 
differences between me and its principal 
office-bearers; they have only lip sym¬ 
pathy for the constructive work; no 
body is prepared to work", announced 
his decision to quit Congress. J,ater 
Vinoba Bhavc announced retirement on 
September 6,1935. 

After Independence 
In this section we shall focus on-the 
events pertaining to the 'Merger of 
Hyderabad', 'Inauguratioas', 'Indo-Pak 
war' and Mihir's teats. 

Merger of Hyderabad 
When 13 months of persuasions failed to 
convince Nizam to join India the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, impelled by Nizam's 
design to internationalize the issue, 
resorted to military action. On Septem¬ 
ber 12, 1948 Indian trixips, under the 
command ot Major General Choudhry, 
entered Hyderabad. Indian troops did 
not face much resistance. Finally on 
September 17,1948 Nizam of 
Hyderabad ordered cease-fire and 
Hyderabad Army laid down its arms. 

Inaugurations 

During the months of September a 
number of projects were inaugurated in 
India. For instance, on September 8, 
1964 the first STD route in India was 


introduced between Delhi and Jaipur. 

On September 26,1969 the then Presi¬ 
dent Mr V.V. Gici inaugurated India's 
most modern oil refinery at Manali near 
Madras. On September 16,1970 the 
then Prime Miriister Mrs Indira Gchdhi 
inaugurated Salem Steel Plant. On 
September 6,1985 Rajiv Gandhi inau¬ 
gurated the Silent Valley National Park. 
On September 29,1994 P.V. Narasimha 
Rao unveiled the foundation stone for 
the 1084 Megawatt Thermal Power 
Station at Bhadravati, Chandrapur. 

Indo-Pak War 

The first regular war between India and 
Pakistan took place in September, 1965. 
To give a final blow to weeks long 
intermittent firing from across the 
I boarder, on September 1,1965, 28 
I Indian Air Force planes got into action 
j against Pakistan. On September 6,1965 
I Indian troops crossed into West Pakistan 
in Lahore sector from three directions 
and lAF blew-off Pakistani oil tanker 
and a goods train. On September 9 a 
record number of Pakistani Tanks (75) 
were knocked out in 24 hrs. Finally, on 
September 20,1965 the UN Security 
Council demanded 'the Governments of 
India and Pakistan to effect cease-fire 
IV.C.). 12.30 P.M. on 22,9.65'. While India 
religiously respected the cease-fire, 
Pakistani plane violated the cease-fire 
barely after two hours. 

Mihir's feats 

It was during the months of Septem¬ 
ber that Mihir Sen undertook his 
epoch- making swims. For instance, 
on September 27,1958 Mihir Sen 
became the first Indian to cross the 
English Channel. On September 12, 
1966 Mihir Sen became the first man 
to swim the Dardanelles Straits, a 
distance of about 64 kms in 13 hours 
and 55 minutes. On September 21, 
1966 he swam across 25.6 km long 
Straits of Bospotu.s. 
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Am)iNTED; EiEcn-D Etc 

Sahabuddin Ahmad: He is the new Presi¬ 
dent of Bangladesh. 

Romesh Bhandari: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Governor of UP. 

P.C. Alexander- Maharashtra Gover¬ 
nor, he has also been made Governor of 
Goa. 

Suraj Bhan: BJP MP, he has been elected 
Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha. 

Mttdhii Dandavatc: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as the Deputy Chairman of the 
Planning Commission. 

Ashok Desai. He has been appointed At¬ 
torney General of India. 

T.R. Andhyarujina: He is the new So¬ 
licitor-General of India 

T.S.R. Subhramanyam: He has been 
appointed Union Cabinet Secretary, 

Jogindcr Singk He has been appointed 
Director of the Central Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation. 

Albert S. Chernyshev: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Ambassador of the Russian Fed¬ 
eration to India. 


T.K. Banerji: He has been appointed as 
the Defence Secretary of India. 

NM. Govardhan: He has taken over as 
Chairman of Life Insurance Corporation 
of India. 

N.R. Rangachary: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as Chairman of lasurancc Regula¬ 
tory Authority. 

Distinguished Visitor 

Viktor Klima: Finance Minister of Aus¬ 
tria. 

■ Resigned 

Mohammad Taslimuddm:lJnion Minis¬ 
ter of State for Horne Affairs. 

Died 

Aruna AsnfAli: Freedom fighter, who 
played a prominent role in the 1942 Quit 
India movement. She was 88. 

Raj Kumar Noted actor, known as 
Pandilfi in film circles. He died at the age 
of 65. 

Anna Chandy: The first woman to be¬ 
come a High Court judge in India and the 
first woman judicial officer in the whole of 
the Commonwealth. She was 92. 


27—A bomb rips through ti\e Olympics 

' Centennial Park in Atiimta kiUing at 
least two people and wounding more 
than 100. 

29—China conducts a nuclear test and 
annoimces a moratorium on further 
testing as delegates from 61 countries 
gather in Geneva to resume discussions 
on the CTBT. 

AUGUST 

3—^Leander Paes ends India’s Olym¬ 
pic medal drought by winning a 
bronze medal at the Olympics in 
Atlanta. 

4~A Pakistani High Commission official 
in London is deported from the UK for 
running a nuclear technology acquisi- 
I tion network. 

I 5—More than 200 Tamil guerrillas are 
killed as Sri Lankan Infanty thrashes 
through the defences of the LTTE. 

—^The Atlanta Olympic games come to a 
j close. 

i 6—f ormer Punjab Police Chief K.P.S Gill 
i is convicted for outraging the mod- 

' esty of d woman lAb official and is 

i sentenced to three months rigorous 

I imprisonment. 


EVENTS 


JULY 

4—A guerilla attack on a government 
motorcade in Sri Lanka kills 21 
people and seriously injures minister 
of housing and reconstruction Nimal 
Siripala. 

—President Boris Yeltsin gets a resound¬ 
ing victory in Russia, defeating rival 
Gennady Zyuganov, shattering hopes 
of a communist victory. 

7—A colourfui procession in South 
Mumbai marks 100 years of arrival of 
cinema in India. 

11— Nine people, including 3 crew mem¬ 
bers, are killed as a Kulu-bound plane 
crashes into the hills in Mandi district 
in HP. 

12- *-The LokSabha extends President's rule 
in Jammu & Kashmir till January 18, 
1997. 

—At least 21 people are massacred, al¬ 
legedly by activists of Ranveer Sena, in 


Bhojpur district of Bihar. 

15— Twin tragedies in Ujjain and Hardwar 
claim the lives of 54 pilgrims. 

16- 1996-97 Railway budget Is presented. 

—Six Indian tourists are abducted and 

shot by militants in Srinagar. 

18—About 400 soldiers are killed and sev¬ 
eral wounded by a massive raid by 
LTTE militants in Sri Lanka. 

—A Paris-bound TWA airliner explodes 
in a fireball, killing all 229 people on 
board, after take off from New York's 
Kennedy International Airport. 

20—The biggest Olympics in history open 
in Atlanta. 

24— Militants explode two bombs in a 
crowded train in Sri Lanka killing 
69 people and wounding more than 
600. 

25— India rejects an appeal by the US to 
accept a draft Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). 


MILESIDNES 


RCHao: IMon Law^ecretary, 
he hi«s been ejected as a^Judgie of the 
htemational Iribunalibr dte taw of 
the Sea. 


Ak Forces they am thet^rantry's Erst ^ 
pak of sister pilots, they also i 
madehieiheChihtnessSo^t^^^ a ^ 
Recotds4^%ingiHe<]hi^aii^^ V 
together earlier 4n May 1996, 

Zakir. Hiaasata: Famous 


pkye& he^coHSooiposed 
nul iptite at die C^ten^ 


Capiat ' 

■hetsm 

" ■' aft; 






^aia^" -Hv. 
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Dear Masters, 

L ast month, when newspapers were busy exposing the dubious activities of yet 
another minister of the Rao government, and his bu reaucrat secretary, to a cynical 
and benumbed India, the world was electrified with a piece of amazing news: die 
possibility of life having existed on Mars. Scientists believe that a rock may have 
travelled all the way from the red planet and crashed into an ice field in Antartica 
some 13,000 years ago. 

Tlie photographs indeed show something which may resemble life. But the theory 
IS still to be tested and more news may come later. Nevertheless, it does show the 
painstaking study that goes into such projects. It shows that aeativity engulfs all 
fields; in this case the attempt was to see beyond a set of data. Each d iscovery starts 
off like that, and each adds insights to our understanding of the universe and also 
of ourselves. The first pictures of our planet, for example, showed the earth as a 
fragile eensystran and gavethe understanding of environmental matters, ltdid not 
immediately banish pollution, but it certainly helped build an awareness of the 
environmimt. Science is, thus, a creative metaphor, whether it is the study of snails 
or space exploration. 

Will India be a bystander to all this? Even now, we hear d isgnmtled voices asking 
what's the point in studying rocks found in alt parts of the world? Which can 
easily be translated to: what is the pnnt to excel and work in any field? What is 
the point of working hard for exams, or for the OlympicsWe must come out of 
this cynical thinking and develop a strong work ethic and reward the creative 
thinkers. 
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D. 


HOW 

Simple 


to wme ana speaK 
and Powerful English 


^eBrfneA(f, 

My name is'Rq Bapna. I invite yon to read 
this page about ipy new leseardi-bosed powerful 
coufse “Bapna’s English Course”. 

You can use this easy course to team quickly 
how to write and speak simpte, correct, and 
powerful English. 

Free Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teach you how to coirectiy use 
will/shall. We call it Bapna’s™ Wiil/Shall Rule. 
This rule has two parts: 

ForspeaMiig, always use wtu.. During my 
4 years in usa, 1 never heard anyone use shall. 

For writing and for exams, use ’LL like I’ll, 
you'll, he'll, she'll, they'll, 'nris is a short-cut In 
this way, your sentences will always be correct 
litis stows tow my course can teach you 
simple, concct and powerful English quickly. 

A Unique Course 

Rapna's Wiil/Shali Rule and other material in 
this course cannot be copied by others because 
this matenal is based on our research, and we 
own the copyright and trademailcs 

Who Can Benefit 

This course is not for all It is tor you only if you 
are among die following' 

• If you studied in non-toglish medium schools 

• If you can understand English when others .speak, 
hut you are not sure oi cncrect way to wnte ur 
s|ieak English 

• If you .soinetiines make rai-stakes or get confused 
when speaking English 

• If you have used traditional txrok^coaching to Icam 
English, hut did no) gel success 

• If you arc a student, teochei, professor, doctor, CA, 
ICWA. CS, MBA. engineer, scientist, musician, 
secretory, phone operator, clerk, businessman 

• If you are highly motivated to learn simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly 

I Was Weak in Enaiish 

I was bom in Rajastiuin wliere people ore weak in 
English I studied in govemnient non-bnglish 
inrdiinn schools. So, I was also weak in English 
On my way to Ihlani to join B.E., ol Chirawa 
lailway station. 1 met one P V Reddy from Andhra 
Pradesh who was also going lo Pilaiu lo join B.H 
i started speaking in Hindi Mr Reddy said "I do 
not know Hindi" It was a surpnse and shuck for me 
that someone did noi know Hindi. I had never talked 
in Enghsh before and I was not confident of talking 
in English ,So. 1 said "I do not know English" 

My Struggle to Learn English 

In Pilam. in the first semester I was a topper with 
10 nut of 10 grade points, but I was oat cotodent in 
English So. I worried about my weak English 
I bought many books, guides, dictionaiies, 
aewspapers I took one month lo rend my first novel 
R. K Numyan's “The Guide" because I had to search 
w many words in the dictionary 
I worked hard, but improvement was very slow, 
i even thought of dmpping one semester, sitting at 
tome, and learning only English. That tune I 
Jecided "If I become successful in life, 1 will do 
lomcthing for people irom non-Engh.sh medium 
schools tike myself." 

My Dream Comes True 

I continued to work hard. And finally 1 got 
success in America. 1 impiuved English and became 
1 successful author in USA. Then 1 returned to India, 
roday, 1 am happy to offer you this course tn 
English—^my second dream has come true. 

My first dream was to teach students "how lo 
nudy and how to use more mind power” to get 
success in exams and competitions. That course has 
slunged thousands and thousands of lives in the lost 
I years, i am more proud of my research in India 


than my succcas m USA. 

Our New Research 

In English, there are many ways to say anything. 
Some ways are e^ and some are difficult wd 
confusing. We did reseoich to find which are easy 
ways and which are diificalt ways for people fitim 
non-English medium schools. In this process, we 
also discovered dial some of the world's best 
magazines and books use the simple ways of writing 
English. This was an unexpected surprise for our 
researeh team. 

For example, we found that Reader's Dige^ uses 
simple way of writing. '(Because that magazine is for 
English speakirig countries, some of (he vocabulary 
is difficult for non-Hngbsh people.) Smulaiiy, many 
advenisements use simple English because it is 
powerful (Remember that companies pay lakhs of 
rupees to develop advenisements) 

We developed this new course only for people 
from non-English medium schools like you. 

Easy to Learn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this article, you can surety 
understand my course And greatly benefit from it 
Our belief and experience show thtf teaching Enghsh 
through simple English is better than teaching to 
translate. Whyi Because it helps students to leam to 
thmk in English. 

The complete course has S parts for easy learning: 
Part I; Essential Enghsh 
Part 2: Important and Helpfiil Usage 
Part 3 • How to Write m a PowerfiiT, Effective, and 
Result-Onenfed Way 
Part 4 . Advanced Topics 
Part S ' Mini Spelling Dictionary 

Part I IS so easy and powcrfiil that, by itself, it is 
worth more than the full price for the complete 
course. 



BIO-DATA 

• B E, BITS Piliint. MTsch.aT 
Kharagpur, NTSE scholar. Rank 
5 Raj School Board. 

• World-famous autlior I 
published t computer brxiks in 
USA including a best selling 
book "MS-DOS Maslets" 
cosung $27.95 

• Increased my reading speed from 72 to 10)7 words 
per minute. Was a member of Society for 
Accelerated Learning & Teaching, USA. 

• Expert, computers, .study techniques, mind power, 

• My first job as an engineer paid only Rs 1000 per 
MONTH Just 7 years later, I earned $50 or 

Rs 1.500 per HOUR in USA as computer expert. 

• At the peak oi success, 1 returned lo India. I did 

not take a job Now, I spend my full time to do 
research lot iny students' benefit ' 

• 1 also learni French, Sanskrit, Raniie, Breaking 
wooden board by hand, many Meditations, etc. 


Benefit from My Mind Power Expertise 

You may know that t am an expert in the fields of 
Mind Power, Study Techniques, and Computers I 
have used this knowledge to mi&e my English course 
easy lo leam and easy to remember for you. 

You begin lo improve on the very fiixt day you get 
(liis course. You team sittipk: and powerful English 
with my course in two steps: 

■Step 1; Study for I hour per day. You con 
complete it in 25 to 40 day.s. 

Step 2; For the next 2 months, revise h for 2 
hours per week. After that, for the next 2 months, 
revise it for I hour per week. In this way, your 
leaiiung will become pennanent. 

Pocket Cards for Faster Learning 

Keep them m your pocket to revise in school, in 
college, in bus, in park, in playground, etc. So, you 
use the time which other people waste. No other 
course gives you such useful ptxiket cards. 


Improve Fluency 

Being fluent means that you can ssy anything in 
English in flow without hesitatian. Some people 
judge you from how fluent you are in English. . 

To be fluenL you need to(l) be able to say ahnosi 
anything in Eiqdish (2) be sure that your sentence is 
correct. 

This course will improve your fluency rn both 
these ways. Reroember, fluency helps you to get 
better job or faster pramation. and to speak 
confi&tttly at partin or with friends. 

Helpful for Studentu 

If a student can leam to write siinpleliut correct 
English, he can avoid many common mistakes. 

In exams, teachers give marks for coiieci 
usagcAmsweis and deduct marks for mistakes This 
course will help you lo avoid mistakes and gel more 
marks In this way, my course will help you birild 
foundation in Enghsh for school/college exams and 
also for IAS, State Administrative Services, MBA. 
ORE. TOEFL, Clerk. Bank PO. etc 

For You and Your Family 

Today 1 believe that if someone gave tiK a 
coutseffKxik half as good as this course, I c-niic leam 
English easily witiicait struggle And without 
wastmg years of valuidrte tune But unfortunately, at 
that tiiTK only ineffective books wilh hundreds of 
rules were available 

I believe thoL for p^le udio did 
not sttMV in English medium, my 
Enidish course is the best in the 
woiild at any once . 

Just take my English course in your hands. It will 
surprise you as to how light weight it is. But, use it 
for just one hour and you will automatically Imow 
that my course is worth its weight in gold. Y/hy'’ 
Because it can help you and your family to leam 
simple and powerful English quickly and easily. 

You Decide... 

Do you feel that learning to write and speak simple 
and powerful English will moke you more confident 
in speaking? Or. will it help you to get success toter 
in your education, busmess. or career? Are you 
highly motivated to leam English quickly without 
much hard work'’ If your answer is yes. then you 
should order this course today. 

You and only you know whai benefits my course 
can bring in your life. And only you know what you 
may miss if you do not leain English now. 

You decide. 


*old1n sttbpis 


How to Order 

To mttoduce this powerful course, the dlscaunt 
price is very low at Rs 220 only. Pocket cards are 
free (The nonnoi price is Rs 34.5. .so you save Rs 
125 if you order now) 

If you ore a student, I strongly suggest that you 
also order our courses Aflhd Power Stuify 
Teehmtpies and Mind Power Mutie 


Cotirao Nmm 

t^rae 

Code 

Price ••• 
Poetoge 

Bapna’ft English Coutm 

652 

220415 

Mind Powsr Study TochniquM ccMjno 

606 

1451-15 

Memory A Conoenli»tlon casMM 
(get Mind Power Music book FREE) 

110 

66+10 

AH the 3 ccMiraM above 

«S2 4-n2 

430+19 


We send all courses by Registered Post only No VPP 
pleiiae. To onler today, ^ to Itw bonk or post office, and 
send the full amount by D.D. or M.O. in die name of 
M.F.R.L payable at Uda^nul^■Ra^^Mlan to. 

Director, Mind Power Research institute 
M-10 Mind Power Chambers, Sect 4 Highway 
Uctalpur (Ra^sthan) 313002 

please wille In CAPItAL letters your naine. addreea. PIN. and 
ccHine code al die (1)bclfe»nafMOIiDniiOR(Z)backolDO. 
Deni send TMO ar IPO ANaw 1-3 weeka for order prooeselns. 
Udaipur ludsrlellon only TM-lmdemarlis. Copyright try MPM 




Democracy on Trial 


D f mocracif itself accomplishes salutary changes from the 
sordid and makes a new mrld gradually. The ills of 
democracy are cured neither by its abolition nor by its 
suppression. They are cured by more and liberal dim;s of H. It 


People in buife hordes lunv made to desert their 
homes and hearths. Nearly .1 lakh Kashmiri Pandits were 
hounded out of the valley A lar;^r number of people has been 
killed by the ultras. Tourists have been i apt tired, killed or held 


is on this postulate that democracy survives and thrives. In 
this backdrop, the suspension of eleclioiis for nearly a decade 
in the troubled State of Jammu and Kashmir amounted to 
denial of democran/. With the elections in the State stated in 
the month of September in a phased 
manner, the stiyma stands 
neutralized. That the elections to 
the 87-member State assembly will 
usher in an era of normalcy, peace 
and prosperity is yet a shade 
doubtful but fud^ni;^ from a 
similar earlier exen isc in Punjab, 
hope holds /iiy/i promise- -despite 
the sjionsored killings and bursts of 
violence. 

That the elections are yoiiiy to 
befour-phased indicates the 
ffovernment's ea^feriiess to make 
fool-proof security arranyjements. It 
was done so in Ijie Lok Sabha 
elections held in .May This is all to 
the y;imi because this election is an 
extraordinary one—invitiny the i^lare of international 
limelijjlit. Already the ll.S. Ambassador to India has visited 
the State and had talks xritli Sluibir Shah and others. Senator 
Brown has also lumped into the fray. Put two and two 
loifcther' 

There have been instances of ultras raising slogans in 
fawur of Pakistan and hoisting the national flag of that 
country. The Congress-National Conference Coalition led bit 
Dr FunHiq Abdullah had the dubums distinction of letting this 
happen. What has been happening in the State is a part of its 
iinglarious history. 


j hostages. Pak designs arc obvious. 

Now comes the chance for the political parties, national 
! and others, to h'cl the pulse of the people, apply the healing 
touch to their psiu ha hurts, pull them out of their trauma. 

and shujic their doliny- gnnng a 
lethal blow to the destnniers of 
deniocraiy The chanic must not be 
frittered as the ultras will like the 
eiiieignig leadership to be umsigned 
to the limbo Dr Abdullah double- 
speaks after kecjmig out of 
piirliumentary elections People 
'•bowed that he was not 
indispeiisiiblc The All Partii 
Hiirriyat Conference is highly 
'.iispi'i I us its lenders are their 
master ^ voice! 

The Union govrrnmenl has 
dangled a bail- Iheie will be 
"autonomy" for the Stale but its 
iliiantum will be decided by the 
elected represeiitatnrs in the 
; assembly. This is a blow to flic self-proclainicd messiah of the 
; niasses-~Dr Abdullah. The ilcctioii Commission, the Union 
government, the security forces arc determined to sec that no 
foolery foils tlwir effort. Hopefully, ehrturns will throw up a 
different government capable, on its strength and sensibility. 

I to adopt a flexible and eooperalive attitude which works in tlw 
interests of the tormented and tortured people of the State 
i Elections are the beginning of a decent, democratic way of fife, 
' not the end. The end is good life for the people. The 
. democratic timber and tempo of the people as well as of the 
leaders is on trial. The nation watches with its fingers crossed 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE DIGEST & 
GENERAL STUDIES 58/e 1997 

R.S. Aggarwal 
ADVANCED OBJECTIVE 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 1/e 1996 


ENGLISH COMPOSITION 


T. Saran 

PRECIS WRITING & DRAFTING 3(Ve 1995 46.06 

TOT 40.00 

A.N. Kiqiur 

A GUIDE TO BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE 2/e 1995 70.60 

DICTIONARY OF ENGLLSH-HINDI 

USAGE & TECHNICAL TERMINOLOGY 1/e 1996 90.60 


REASONING 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month ap 
peanng m the box, have been au arded a prizi 
oj Rs 100 00 each Readets ate moiled to 
send us Ihiir views on topus coven d in 
this issue I hi di risunt of Ihi Fditors will 
k final 

India's fifty years 

I reedoiti docs not moan enjox ment, 
ai> manv of us are likeh lo think It 
means freedom from exploitation and 
1 orruption as also to athii’Vt goals that 
one wants to It we are frte then we 
should makt our country tue in the 
manv ways that are di noted b\ the word 
'freedom 

Si//irts V Marathi 
Bawda Ltuiarat 

Debacle at Atlanta 

The reason foi India s dismal pei- 
formance at the Atlanta tthmpus is (hat 
all our pla\ers exiept I eander t’aes 
lacked total commitment Mad the play 
ers of stature put iii concerted efforts 
and authorities used expertise ctfi 
cientl) thc'rc would be no reason whs 
India would hast kept lingeting on in 
the Bion/e Age 

faifdnp Malik 
I udhtana I'lnijab 

Instead of politicians, sports person 
alities like Sunil tiavaskar oi I eander I’aes 
should be made Minister of Sports Their 
interest devotion and experience m the 
field would help m undenstanding the le 
, quiiements ot sports Only it theie is a 
' radical eliange in our appioach can we 
rose rse the igiion'ins suffered by us in in 
tcrnational sport 

•suml Hartliwal 
Dihradun UP 

In mv opinion cut eountrs should 
have a token paitieipalion onis till the 
time that we reach a certain level In the 
meantime, w'c should spmad awareness 
about sports 

Dinesh Kumar Dubiv 
Bahrauh U P 


Budget 'B6 

While most provisions of the budget 
are unexceptional, I am unable to under¬ 
stand why the MAP has been introduced 
We should be removing fiscal controls so 
that companies do not have any incen¬ 
tive to evade taxes With the mtroduc 
tion of MAT, 1 fear that companies will 
once again be lorced to find ways nt tax 
evasion 

‘tubhashN Cbaudhati 
Nagpur Maharashtra 

Prohibition 

The debate in youi August issue was 
excellent Aftci reading it, I have been able 
I to form my own view’s I think that the 
countrv should impose, prohibition in all 
I the States and should not depend on earn 
I ing excise at the cost ot social good It this 
I IS done slow Iv people will be able to get 
o\ er their drinking hab't and begin to in 
gage in other activities <ind self develop 
ment 

Paratiiila Palit 
Bhubanesliaai Oitssa 

Status of Women 

^ Flu culture of a countrv can be judged 
b\ the status that it accords to its women 
I If women arc tree the country is also tree 
Though history is full of examples oi brave 
women in modem society women s posi 
I tion has declined What is the use ot sc nn 
I title advancement it half of humanitv is 
suppressed’ 

Shemal smha 
Bhiigatpui Bihar 

CM Features 

1 am delighted to intorm you that 1 
have been selected in the Assistant (nade 
I I xamination The Compet'li'in Mii'fcr has 
been a constant companion for me tor 
1 the preparation 1 sincerely thank you for 
the support provided to me 

Ptadeep Kumar Sharma 
Muzaffamagar, U P 

^ the debntc/discussion feature is 
unique and offers new insights info the 
subject I have a suggestion please pub- 
' hsh the topic of discussion one month in 
advance so that readers can express their 


Wb tboiM fiontMSr <Mr gra«t 
Why does our country delay m 
honourmg its great ^ple? Ikke the 
case of TN Seshan Almost everyone 
was deriding him and the government 
appoiflted two election omuni^on- 
ers to cut him down to sire Thouj^: 
he single-handedly cleansed the eleo 
total system, none m our country 
thought ot honouring him. Now diat 
he has been honoured with the 
Magsaysay award, it would be no 
surprise if the government or other 
ocganisations too think of giving him 
I awards Till the country honours its 
great people and stops looking at 
foreign countries for approval, 1 doubt 
I we can introduce a culture of hard 
work and achievement 

Sunil Kumar 

I Vasco de Gama Goa 

Let’s Improve ourselves 

Vk know that our leaders are cor¬ 
rupt, but there is no point talking 
about their activities all the time In 
i the fiftieth year of our country, we 
should foiget about them and instead 
concentrate on building our own char- 
j acter and morals Slowly, our genera¬ 
tion will be strong enough to take over 
the reins of the country and guide it 
morally and honestly 

Harish Nai/yar 

I Chmba,HP 


views It will provide a suitable forum to 
1 ri'adors w bo m.iv have v lews about the 
sub|Oct 

Manish Aurora 
Mumbai, Maharashtra 

RIQUEST TO READERS 
May you have appeared In some 
comi^vm exams reemdiy. We shall 
be ^taful If you could send <ye the 
I quashonpapar8.Atl those sending die 

I original question papers win be 

suitably compensated and theorlgitial 
papers will be returned 

-^Editor 
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ESSAY 

Quality of Life 


S UALITY of a nation is reflected in the 
quality of life of its nationals. Quality 
e is a complex concept with various 
dimensions. Complexities have two broad 
dimensions, physical (objective conditions 
of society) and psychological (subjective 
perceptions of its inhabitants), and to regu¬ 
late these is an uphill task, To quote from 
a journal Social Indicators' Research, "the 
quality of air people brealli and water they 
drink, the value and quantity of food they 
take, the size and quality of their shelter, 
the satisfaction they derive from their fam¬ 
ily life and their job, the degree of their 
participation in the affairs of their commu¬ 
nity, indices of work and safety, the num¬ 
ber of books read and tlicatrical perfor¬ 
mances attended—all the.se qualify as qual 
ity of life indicators." 

Quality of life must be the foremost 
concern of any government. Any better¬ 
ment of conditions must proceed more 
from the planners and executors down¬ 
wards rather than being forced up from 
below. And, the development strategy 
should keep the 'people' at the centre stage 
Such strategy hinges on the concept of sus¬ 
tainable human development, 

India lacks dynamic development 
strategy. However, it Joes not imply that 
Indian economy lacks development; what 
it means is that development process docs 
not maintain pace with population explo¬ 
sion. Population growth cats away the 
fruits of development. The unprecedented 
population growth has put tremendous 
pressure on existing infrastructure. Conse¬ 
quently, development process slows down, 
ffio-social life is, thus, disturbed since hous¬ 
ing, civil and health amenities, transport, 
power and water supply are affected. The 
rate of depleting natural resources also ac¬ 
celerates. Non-availability of essential 
goods and commodities increases, leading 


to inflation. The employment dynamics 
cycle is also disturbed, leading to unem¬ 
ployment and under-employment. It also 
leads to changes in land use patterns. Envi¬ 
ronment is polluted. Dissatisfaction on eco¬ 
nomic and social fronts adds to 
socio-economic tensions and socio-political 
agitation. Poor nutrition, poor av^ability 
and quality of health services, lack of im- 
mimization combine to result in low life ex¬ 
pectancy and high infant mortality. Surely, 
all these do not reflect desired quality of 
life. 


To encounter this adverse impact the 
government has to plan a strategy which 
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on one hand targete population growth and 
on the other improves the prospects for eco¬ 
nomic growth. Sound education, particu¬ 
larly to develop understanding, awareness, 
attitude, responsible and informed deci¬ 
sion-making and behaviour for improving 
quality of life, would bring about the nec¬ 
essary awareness in people. Population 
education, can play a decisive role in mak¬ 
ing understand the inter-relationship of 
population dynamics and other factors of 
quality of life. The committed media needs ‘ 
to be harnessed to create public awareness. 
Special incentives, for illiterate to follow 
small family norm, can bring positive re¬ 
sults. Child labour should be banned com¬ 
pletely so that there is no incentive to have 
more children. Chanakya said, "Have one 
good son whom you properly feed and edu¬ 
cate, There is no sense of having a hundred 
fools." 

On the economic front, the govern¬ 
ment needs to evolve people-oriented de¬ 
velopment models. It demands agriculture 
workers, marginal and middle farmers, 
small industrialist etc may be organised in a 
broad social groups and a new economic 
programme should be designed to benefit 
them directly. Globalisation is tlie need of 
the moment, but in pursuance of this target 
the government should not reduce invest¬ 
ment in growth of human capital i.e., ex¬ 
penditure on health, nutrition and 
education. Liberalisation is expected to re¬ 
sult in economic growth which will improve 
revenues. The additional revenues should 
be invested in human capital. Such invest¬ 
ment will reduce inequalities in health and 
education services, idtimately improving 
quality of life. 

To improve the quality of life, politi¬ 
cal commitment, more responsive admin¬ 
istration and whole-hearted participation 
of the people is a must 
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India’s 



Under-Utilised 
N a t o r ai 1 
Resources 



I n every budget, the 
Finance Minister presente 
a series of proposals, 
among which are several 
incentives for industrial 
growth Growth rates are 
talked about and hopes are 
expressed that the country 
would be on the path to 
becoming a developed nahon 
Surprisingly, however, the 
cote sector, on which much of 
the growth is hinged, hardly 
gets the attention it deserves 
This sector consists of coal, 
power, steel and so on Each 
has a direct beanng on 
growth if a tonne of aial is 
not produced, the power 
plant will not produce that 
extra kilowatt of power that 
will cause an industry some 
where to shut down In that 
sense, the output of the core 
sector has a multiplier eltect 
on the economy 

Yet, it is neglected Lach 
of these sectors is a story of 
mismanagement Shortages 
plague them, inspite ot huge 
potential Mahas have come 
to dominate the supplies, a 
result of neglect and misman 
agement Nowhere is this 
more evident than in the coal 
industry 


Coal 


C oal signihes the rot 
that plagues the nat¬ 
ural resources in 
India While coal 
production has been nsing 
and so has its sale value, the 
sector IS marked by waste and 
corruption The workers get a 
raw deal, and their plight is 
highlighted only when a dis¬ 
aster takes place The CBl 
unearthed a fraud thioe years 
ago which showed coal worth 
crores of rupees had been pil¬ 
fered by a network of ofriaals 


and criminals 

The loot of die country's 
natural resource continues 
unabated The Mishra com¬ 
mittee, appointed by the 
Ministry of Coal, show^ fliat 
R& 600 crore wordi of coal was 
stolen since 1983-84 It has rec¬ 
ommended the sackmg of 17 
senior oftiaals and action 
against 200 others involved in 
the racket However, no 
achon was taken and the offi¬ 
cers have since been promot- 
c*d 

The Bharat Coking Coal 
Limtcd (BCCL), a subsidiary 
of Coal India Ltd has made 
corruption and waste into a 
hallmark BCCl, reportedly, 
has suftcred a loss ol Rs 1,617 
Cl ore Its net worth has been 
tompIcHely wiped out and its 
board has taken a decision to 
refer the company to the 
Boaid for Industrial and 
Financial Reconstruction 
(BIFR) This IS indeed iromcal 
considering that coal like oth¬ 
er natural resources, is coun¬ 
try's asset How can assets 
produce losses^ 

BCCl has also emour 
aged the local mafia which is 
part of It Apologists say that 
when the company was 
nationalised the pnvatc own¬ 
ers made sure their goons 
were given employment 
Today, diey extort rangdan, or 
protection money, from work¬ 
ers and local businessmen 
Almost one-third of the 148 
lakh workers are said to be 
suiplus Of Its total revenue of 
Rs. 165 crore, BCCL is said to 
spQid Rs 187 crore Some Rs 
2,000 crore worth of machines 
are lynng unused due to tech¬ 
nical suitabihty So orgamsed 
IS the fraud that almost every¬ 
one IS mvolved, at one pomt a 
BCCL general manager, who 
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had once received the 
President's award for out¬ 
standing performance, was 
arrested by the CBI for cor¬ 
ruption and fraud. 

The story ot coal in our 
country is a shameless story 
of looting the natural 
resoiuces. Why is it not set 
right? Simply because of vest¬ 
ed interests and lack of will. 
Can a country whose core 
sector is outside its control 
ever progress? 

Coal imports have con¬ 
sistently crossed the six mil¬ 
lion tonne mark in the past 
years. Another major con¬ 
straint faced by the coal com¬ 
panies is low productivity, 
which has stagnated at 0.55 
tonnes per man shift. The 
coal sector also has a problem 
of outstanding dues It is esti¬ 
mated that more than Rs 
4,200 crore arc owed to Coal 
India by electricity boards, 
railways and other compa¬ 
nies. 

The Plan outlay for Coal 
India has increased from Rs 
1,850 crore in 1994-95 to Rs 
2,260 crore in 1995-96. It 
remains to be seen whether 
private investment will make 
any difference to this sector. 
To encourage investment, the 
Coal Mines (Nationalisation) 
Act, 1973, was amended in 
June, 1993 to en^le the opera¬ 
tion of captive coal mines by 
private sector companies 
engaged in the production of 
iron and steel, power genera¬ 
tion and washing of coal. It is 
a strange way to solve prob¬ 
lems: first a company sets up 
a power generating unit since 
the electricity supply is bad, 
and then it must open its own 
mine since die coal supplies 
are poor! 


Mining 

I ndia has large reserves of 
high grade bauxite, rank¬ 
ing fifth in the world and 
aaounting for 11 per cent 
of the world's deposit. 
Aluminium output has fluctu¬ 
ated, but after 1992-93 
demand has picked up due to 
a boom in cars, construction 
and packaging industry. 
However, ^ere is a gap 
between demand and supply 
in the major metals; 


Demand 

(MT) 

Copper 

204,000 

Lead 

79,100 

Zinc 

200,400 

Production 

Copper 

81,000 

Lead 

45,655 

Zinc 

141,.374 


In order to encourage pri¬ 
vate investment in mining, the 
sector was opened up. Despite 
a policy statement in 1993 
welcoming foreign invest¬ 
ment, few global mining com¬ 
panies have been able to break 
fresh ground in the country. 
The mining industry has been 
mired in obsolete technology 
for years and whether the 
government opens the sector 
in die real sense ot the word 
remains to be seen. 

The few cases where pri¬ 
vatisation was attempted, 
have seen controversies since 
they were not handled well. 
The award of the 11-B iron ore 
mine in Bailadila (Madhya 
Pradesh), to the Ispat group, 
has been challenged on the 
ground that the award was 
made without competitive 
bidding and that it was given 
too cheaply. 

In another case, the lease 
of the Sukinda chromite 
mines in Orissa was extended 


to Tisco. Congress (I) MP, Mr 
G.C. Munda, has been protest¬ 
ing against the decision. In 
both d»e cases, the process of 
privatisation has suffered. 
While there is no doubt that 
the public sector organisa¬ 
tions caimot do the job, critics 
point out that privatisation 
should not mean selling out 
the country's resources cheap¬ 
ly to business houses. In these 
arguments and counter argu¬ 
ments, a stalemate has been 
reached. The government is 
unwilling to take any further 
decisions, delaying privatisa¬ 
tion in an area that desperate¬ 
ly needs to be freed from the 
death grip of the public sector. 
Smee development of many 
industries are based on this 
sector, it is hoped that the 
government can set its house 
in order and take up reforms 
where they are needed most. 

Petroleum 

A fter three consecu¬ 
tive years of decline 
followed by an year 
of stagnation, crude 
oil production embarked on a 
recovery in 1994-95. Oil pro¬ 
duction attained a peak of 
34.09 niillion tonnes in 1989- 
90 but by 1992-93, it had 
declined to 26.95 million 
tonnes. Since then it has been 
increasing, it being 32.23 ntil- 
lion tonnes in 1994-95. 
Production is estimated at 
34.55 tonnes for 1995-96. The 
production and consumption 
figures indicate that much of 
the oil and natural gas has to 


be imported: 


Production 

(MT) 

LPG 

1.539 

Naptha 

5.969 

Kerosene 

5.253 

HSD 

20.663 


Consumption (MT) 

IPG 3.481 

Naptha 3352 

Kerosene 8.461 

HSD 29315 


Offshore crude from 
Bombay High accounts for 
nearly two-thirds of domestic 
production. Lapses in wells 
management led to ejetensive 
damage and by April 1991, 
nearly 15 per cent of the Oil 
and Natural Gas 
Corporation's (ONGC) wells 
were sick. A wells rectification 
programme was completed in 
1994 and the Neelam oil field 
was also commissioned, 
which has led to increase in 
production. 

India depends on import¬ 
ed oil to meet the demand. 
The government maintains an 
oil pool account, which man¬ 
ages the inflow and outflow of 
the country's oil transactions. 
Without the recent inaeases 
in prices of oil, deficit in this 
account would have risen to 
Rs 11,700 crore. 

Last year, the govern¬ 
ment drew up a four-point 
strategy to enhance energy 
security, with the objective to 
ensure Brat petroleum prod¬ 
ucts are available across the 
country at the minimum cost 
and on a regular basis. 
Further, it seeks to maximise 
India's share in the global oil 
reserves. The strategy consists 
of; 

1. Exploration abroad: 
Domestic oil companies like 
ONGC and Oil India Ltd will 
take up exploration abroad. 
This will earn them foreign 
exchange ter purchase of oil. 

2. New Refineries: Oil 
exporting countries to be 
allowed to set up new refiner¬ 
ies in the country. Oman Oil 
and Kuwait Petroleum Corp 
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are doing so. This will help 
domestic production. 

3. Pipeline grid: To 
ensure quick and free move¬ 
ment, a pipeline grid is to be 
built. This will save trans¬ 
portation costs. 

4. Strategic reserves: The 
petroleum nunistry wants to 
biiild up a 45-day reserves in 
certain areas. Through this, 
the country can tide over a 
temporary shortage. 

Power 

he country has lived 
with power shortages 
for many years and 
the situation has 
become increasingly grim 
over the years. There have 
been unprecedented power 
cuts, unscheduled load shed¬ 
ding, voltage fluctuations 
and transformer burn-outs. 
The losses due to power 
shortages arc not only due to 
loss in production, but also in 


tenns of miinhours lost and 
machines burning qut. This 
is, thus, another crucial sector 
for industrial growth but has 
been mismanaged by the 
State Electricity Boards, on 
the one hand, and lack of 
planning at the Central level, 
on the other. 

The country's require¬ 
ment for 1995-96 was .189.721 
billion tmits but availability 
was 354.045 billion units, leav¬ 
ing a gap of 9.2 per cent. 

Transmission ancf distrib¬ 
ution losses continue to be on 
the higher side, Aough they 
show a declining trend. From 
21.8 per cent in 1991-92, they 
are 18.91 per cent in 1995-96. 
Rural electrification is picking 
up and 86 per cent of the total 
villages have been electrified. 

The critical problem in 
the power sector continues to 
be the poor performance of 
State Electricity Boards 
(SEBs). Commercial losses of 


the SEBs were Rs 6,332 crore 
in 1994-95, which have 
increased to Rs 7,130 crore in 
1995-96. 

An action plan has been 
drawn up to improve the per¬ 
formance of the power sector. 
In the short term, boilers 
would be overhauled and 
optimal operation of the 
regional grids would be tar- 
getted. Proper maintenance 
planning, as well as renova¬ 
tion of older plants in the long 
run, have been planned. 

While the sector can be 
improved by these measures, 
there is an increased tendency 
to politicise issues relating to 
power plants. The Enron con¬ 
troversy managed to delay the 
project while another has been 
created over the Cogenlrix 
project. If transparency is built 
into these projects, such 
delays could well be avoided. 

The sector is not without 
its share of corruption either. 
Some officials of the power 
sector featured in the hawala 
scandal, showing that some 
cleaning is required here too. 

'The power sector could 
have benefited greatly from 
renewable sources of energy. 
India has a large land mass, 
many parts of which is unin¬ 
habited, as in Rajasthan. 
Wind energy could have 
been developed in such 
areas. But wind energy is 
miniscule and nothing much 
has been done. As far as 
hydfoelectricity is concer¬ 
ned, die mega-dam projects 
too have been stuck in con¬ 
troversies. Adequate com¬ 
pensation has not been given 
to the oustees while there are 
environmental concerns as 
well. The country has not 
been able to address these 
crucial areas so far. 


Human Capital 

A sk any person what 
are the major prdb- 
lems of India and 
chances are that our 
huge population will be men¬ 
tioned. It is the same popula¬ 
tion, however, that goes 
abroad and becomes assets in 
the countries of their choice, 
by sheer hard work and 
labour. Wiry arc they not con¬ 
sidered assets here? 

The answer lies in the fact 
that the country has done 
nothing to develop its man¬ 
power. Lack of investment in 
education and training makes 
India's population a drain on 
resources. C.)n the other hand, 
in growth industries there is 
shortage of manpower with 
adequate education and skills 
In the lelecom industry, for 
example, there are only about 
1000 workers who are techni¬ 
cally qualified to serve as 
managers, compared to the 
projected demand of 10,000 
over the next three years. 

Much of India's labour 
can be used in low-grade, 
manual work only. This is 
reflected in figures of value 
added per worker in manu¬ 
facturing: whereas a worker 
adds 63,430 dollars worth of 
value in Japan, 27,243 in 
Singapore and 16,980 in Soulh 
Korea, the Indian worker just 
adds 6,286 dollars worth of 
value by his toil (1992 figures). 

In high growth area^ like 
computers, tourism and 
biotechnology, the country 
just does not have trained 
manpower. This is not at all 
surprising, since the country 
does not value its people nor 
has made any efforts to 
upgrade the skills of the 
majority of die population. 
Those who graduate from the 
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prestigious Ills either do 
management courses and pre¬ 
fer to become salesmen for 
multinational companies or 
simply go abroad. In the field 
of computers, students arc 
encouraged to do courses 
more as a fashion and the 
result is churning out of semi 
literates who are fit to do low 
level jobs of data entry. The 
few who get a better educa¬ 
tion are able to get good jobs 
or again, go abroad. 

While prestigious insti¬ 
tutes have failed to provide 
people to the country, a num¬ 
ber of private institutes have 
opened which have cashed in 
on the craze for a degree. The 
level of skills acquired in such 
institutes is well below aver¬ 
age. 

All we have done is to 
pay lip service to the crucial 
area of education. The Human 
Resource Ministry is as good 
as not being there; it spends 
much of its time m workmg 
out impractical schemes or in 
distributing foreign scholar¬ 
ships to well connected pec>- 
plc. The Labour Ministry tried 
to upgrade the 2,721 
Industrial Trainmg Insbtutes 
(ITls) in 1988 and hired a 
German consultant for the 
purpose. Six years later, the 
institutes are still not ready to 
conduct the new training. The 
Institute of Applied 
Manpower used to estimate 
India's manpower needs and 
how they could be met. The 
exeidse had to be abandoned 
in the 80s, since the demand 
was changing faster than the 
time the institute took to com¬ 
plete its studies. 

Other countries have, in 
the meantime, forged ahead. 
Soudi Korea had a slow pace 
of growth in the 1960s and the 


emphasis was on light indus¬ 
try. Forty per oait of the coun¬ 
try lacked formal education. 
But the country invested in 
developing its people. 
Education was subsidized, 
and in-company training was 
made compulsory. The result 
is that today Soutii Korea has 
a per capita income that is ten 
times that of India and its 
GDP has been almost double 
than ours. 

India desperately needs 
to upgrade human capital so 
that its population docs not 
appear to be a liability. This 
can only be done through bet¬ 
ter education and in-company 
training. But, this is not Ix'ing 
done. With the result, our 
manpower must toil on in 
work that adds very little 
value. Perhaps something can 
be learnt from the South 
Korean experience, whose 
educational structure is rated 
22nd in the world, whereas 
India's still ranks at the bot¬ 
tom , at 48lh. Today, India has 
a per capita public expendi¬ 
ture on education oi $12, 
which is l/25th of Korea's. It 
is no wonder that we are now 
importing technology from 
Korea. 


The tragedy is toat fte 
policy makers of our country 
still refuse to do anything. 
Rather than invest in educa¬ 
tion, the new trend is to priva¬ 
tise it so that it goes out of the 
readi of a majority of the pop¬ 
ulation. The failure to develop 
our human resources will 
result in slow growth Foreign 
companies will prefer to bring 
in people from abroad, as they 
are presently doing The 
World Competitiveness 
Report lists education and 
training as essential to devel¬ 
op competitiveness. It is a pity 
that India will continue to go 
down, given the collective 
wisdom of our bureaucrats 
and leaders. 

Biodivereity 

ne of the greatest 
threat that the 
country faces is in 
the field of biodi¬ 
versity. Having enforced the 
GATT, developed countries 
are trying to comer the rights 
to use natural resources that 
are found in poor countries 
like India. Patents being 
granted on veem and turmeric 
(Imldi) have recently been 


reported. India has about 
45,000 plant varieties and 
75/100 animal species. With 
growing interest in 'alterna¬ 
tive medidne' and the fact 
that the West ha.s plundered 
its own biodiversity, it is now 
looking at poor countries to 
patent traditional forms of 
medicine. ‘ 

There is danger today 
that the vast commercial 
potential of ayumda is going 
to be cornered by the West 
through the system of legally 
enforceable patenting regime. 
TTie robbery of ttie natural 
resources, thus, continues 
unabated. The kw allows toe 
West to take resources of 
Third World countries and 
use it without as much as an 
acknowledgement—profits 
from an Ethiopian barley vari¬ 
ety adapted to suit climatic 
conditions of toe US may be 
worth over $150 million every 
year, but toe West does not 
compensate the Ethiopian 
farmers. Likewise, India 
stands in danger of losing out 
on its entire system of plant- 
based traditional medidne if 
notoing Ls done to stop it. It 
would be an ironical situation 
indeed if Indians are forced to 
buy those remedies from the 
West which toeir grandmoth¬ 
ers always knew about! 

A similar thing may be 
going on in forests. The West 
is looking at plant spedes in 
forests in Third World coun¬ 
tries and came up with a 
Tropical Forests Action Plan. 
The plan was criticised by 
many countries saying that 
forestry could not be con¬ 
trolled by someone sitting in 
Washington. However, in 
these days of inlelleclual 
property rights, the West may 
try again to gain control over 
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the forests of poor countries, 
including India. 

India can protect its nat¬ 
ural resources by providing 
patent protection to plants. It 
must amend the Patents Act 
of 1970. Along with legislative 
steps, it must actively seek 
patents of its plants and seek 
royalty for its knowledge if 
used by the West. Use of 
knowledge is, after all, the 
very basis of patent protec¬ 
tion. 

Yet, there are no indica¬ 
tions that the government has 
actually woken up to this real¬ 
ity. The Fourth International 
Conference on Genetic 
Resources, held in Germany 
this year, debated on the issue 
of protecting the rights of 
farmers in conserving and 
protecting plant genetic 
resources. In this conference, 
India's representation was 
casual and not much attention 
was paid to it. 

In the international are¬ 
na, intellectual property pro¬ 
tection is being blindly 
accorded to plant improve¬ 
ments and to entire crop 
species. Together with the 
TRIPs agreement in the 
GATT, it obliges all poor 
countries, including India, to 
protect the rights of commer¬ 
cial breeders and biotechnol¬ 
ogists and their companies. 
Following this, almost all 
multinational seed compa¬ 
nies have come to India. If 
the country's interests are 
not protected at this stage, 
we stand to lose the indepen¬ 
dence we have acquired in 
food production. This is 
indeed a serious outcome 
and has repercussions not 
only for the farmer commu¬ 
nity but for each and every 
person. Can we afford to let 


our natural resources be tak¬ 
en away from right under 
* our nose? 

The design of the West 
will keep us in the circle of 
poverty forever. The govern¬ 
ment has to take urjgent steps 
to protect the country's bio^- 
versity. Will it do so, given the 
fact that most ministers are 
busy in their scams and hard¬ 
ly anyone has any time for 
serious thinking? 


Water resources 



I ndia's vast coastline 
offers huge riches of 
seafood. Traditionally, 
fishing villages have 
depended on fishing for 
their livelihood and it never 
seemed that there would not 
be any fish. While earlier the 
catch was never too targe 
and the resources did not 
deplete, with better technol¬ 
ogy and many foreign ven¬ 
tures operating in the indus¬ 
try, the problem of over¬ 
fishing has engulfed the 
Indian fisherman. True, 
India is not faced yet with 
the overfishing that has 
caused problems in the West. 
But, there is a constant 
increase in number of fisher¬ 
men, mechanised vessels 
and deep sea fishing ships 
with the latest technology. 

Protest marches from 
We.st Bengal to Gujarat have 
brought the problem of over¬ 
fishing to the forefront and if 


nothing is done, chances are 
that India will follow the 
West in depleting its fish 
resources. The director gen¬ 
eral of the Fisheries Survey 
of India has warned that "we 
are near the limit in exploit¬ 
ing coastal fisheries, and in 
some small pockets in Kerala 
and West Bengal, we may 
have exceeded it". In many 
areas, there is a conflict 
between traditional fisher¬ 
men and deep sea trawlers, 
which has led the govern¬ 
ment to freeze the issue of 
new licenses for joint ven¬ 
tures with foreign firms. 
That, however, may not stop 
the overfishing already tak¬ 
ing place. 

Other ecological consid¬ 
erations have also been 
raised. Keeping in mind the 
pollution already taking 
place, the Supreme Court 
has directed that no farm¬ 
lands or salt pans can be con¬ 
verted into commercial 
aqua-farms. The judgement 
covers Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu. The TN Gram 
Swaraj Movement is fighting 
to stop the conversion of vast 
tracts of rich agricultural 
lands into commercial prawn 
farms. In Orissa, a project to 
be set up on the Chilka lake 
by the Tatas has likewise 
been stalled. 

With stock depletion 
taking place the world over, 
the developed countries are 
likely to eye our coastal 
region covetously India's 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) could thus become dte 
new hunting ground for the 
world. The world may also 
be looking at aquacultitre 
projects in India to meet its 
need. 


Environmental 

concerns 

O ne of the major 
debates all over the 
world is about 
development and 
environment. Which one 
should gain priority? We have 
ruined some of our natural 
reserves to the point of no 
return. Our forests have been 
shipped bare and the forest 
cover has declined consider¬ 
ably. As industry expands, it 
is pushing deeper and deeper 
for natural resources. In many 
places, the land and water 
sources have been destroyed 
by industrial pollution. 

India's natural resources 
suffer a challenge frc*m two 
sides: first, they should be 
exploited in such a way that 
inefficiencies and comiption 
are removed. Privatisation has 
to be followed, even if it 
means cutting down of 
employment in some sectors. 

Second, and perhaps 
more important, is the chal¬ 
lenge to exploit these re¬ 
sources sustainably. Usually, 
the construction of industri¬ 
al projects and dams results 
in loss of habitat and tradi¬ 
tional livelihood for lakhs of 
people. Should this develop¬ 
ment be followed? No natural 
resource policy can really 
work if the interests of the 
local people are ignored. 

The Indian people have 
been let down on both 
accounts. Mismanagement of 
natural resources has stood in 
the way of economic progress; 
over exploitation makes 
poverty and destitution 
greater. There is, of course a 
balance which can be found. 
Will country's planners meet 
the challenge? 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

From Socialist to 
Consumer Society 


After four decades of trying to create a 
socialisHc pattern of sociOy, the country took 
an about turn, and is mw trying to become a 
consumer society, with a vengeance. The rear 
sons far doing so are strong: most other cotoi' 
tries have overtaken it and become East Asian 
tigers but India is tied up with a heavy bureau¬ 
cracy and a public sector which has fiuled to 
reach the commanding heights (fthe economy. 

When, in 1991, the IMF impcxed cot^- 
tionalities on the loans uMch Hk country so 
badly wantal, the country had no option but to 
open its economy. Since then, the country is 
pursuing a decidedly capitalist path, courting 
foreign investors in an iftbrt to globalise. But 
Baugh liberalisation is being projaded as the 
single largest achievement oftlu previous gov¬ 
ernment, the fleets cf having a consumer soci¬ 
ety have been ignored. 

Somewhere along the line, the Gandhian 
tradition of decerUralised, small scale, austere 
and socially just development has been forgot¬ 
ten. Even the new government, which had 
criticised tlw new economic policies, has done a 
volte-face and is supporting Bk capitalistic 
policies now followed by the country. Wifitcii is 
irorac, beamse even Western countries are get¬ 
ting concerned with the social consequences of 
Bieir own brand of capitalism. 

Tha future traces the history of the chanp 
in economic thmidng in India and questions the 
logic<ffjllowingadevdopment strategy vdiich 
may hiwe suited^ West, but has serious ^wrt- 
comitfgs in its ability to look after the majority 
of B« population. 



choices were perhaps easy; shaking off a 
colonial country was not going to 

aoc^a tMaEtaiun leghaej^ demoo^ 
was the hat<dioke. j^ aQotknxd^ 
chmoe was znoie difficult dn one side lay 


the heady capitalism of the West, a society 
spurred by consun^ition and going to any 
extent to promote goods, wh^ k^t 
coming b^ger and better: There was, how¬ 
ever; no room for the poor man in Budi a 
system. If you lacked the resources to he4> 
you coittume, you did not deserve to be 
part of society, or even a human being. 

On the other side was the controlled 
economy of the former Soviet Utuon, a wd- 
fare State which looked after ffie needs of 
the populatioa Individual fteedom was 
curtidled, and dtou^ ftiere were not as 
many goods as toe capitalist l^tr it did 
not have the waste that went wifti uncon¬ 
trolled consumption. All citizens were as¬ 
sured of a certain minimum standard of 
life. 

Both systems were vulgar in their own 
ways. placed consun^tion as the cen¬ 
tral activity of human bein^ while the 
odter was brutal in suppresdrvg human ini¬ 
tiative. If one wasted resources in die pur¬ 
suit of consumer choice, the other set up 
wastdul State-managed enterprises which 
no one was interested to run properly. 

India chose a middle padi. Wh^ it 
wanted to achieve a socialistic pattern of 
society, it did not want a system like the 
former Soviet Union. The rekilt was a mix¬ 
ture of the two systems, where private 
capital was allow^ in some sectors and 
die State<ontroiled others. Looking back, 
it, may well have been an accident of his¬ 
tory that a mixture of two extreme sys¬ 
tems was chosen. The leaders simply 
lacked die courage of trying out alternate 
developmaUand tried to ni^ the best of 
bolh.the,tvy?{ldi!r i#uch of course did not 
work. 

, ■ . system uaw fol- 

lowedlbllP!^til»cades. Gradualiyt^^nse 
(daHeudoiti started ipowit^Peo^ques¬ 


tioned why our basic services Idee tele¬ 
phones and transport were so poorly 
organised when othtt countries had forged 
alwad. They also questioiwd the stated 
olqectives erf sociaiiain when the former 
Soviet Utiion had cdlapsed and even China 
was going die capitaliiri way, if in a limited 
way. Questions also grew about social 
schemes whoi all dat they had deme was 
to conhdmte to increase in corruption ai^ 
inefficiency. 

Divorcing Nehravian economics 

T he youngo: generation wanted the 
wonderful go^ that the Wiest pro¬ 
duced and questioned dw closed economy 
which did not allow in those goods. Hte 
country not only lacked die things pro¬ 
duced by the West, but it also had low 
economic growth. Whom had the system 
served? 

The disillusionment also existed be¬ 
cause other countries like Korea, Japam ai«i 
those referred to as East Asian economic 
miracles had forged ahead. These countries 
did not have resources as huge as India's, 
but had beat us in practically all fields, 
India, on dieuther hand, was referred 
to as a '^ping giant', a country which 
had potenti^ but could not reali^ it In 
dte world arena, it wasnot taken seriously. 
Its own people preferred to work in for- 
countries rather duui stay back. But 
no corrective steps were taken as no gov¬ 
ernment wanted to change the system 
whkh gaveimmense powers to die bureau¬ 
crats and politicians. Fbllowing die Britirii 
legacy of treating dw country as a colony 
oi the Re/, the government held aU die 
powers, stifling private enterprise. If a com¬ 
pany wanted to make more toothpaste than 
it did, for example, it had to obtain gov- 
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Odious debts 

Economists all over the world arsf asking questions about the policies of the 
IMF. Several books have been written which show that the policy prescriptions 
laid down by them are faulty. In her book Odious Debts, Pa^ia Adams writes; 
"If ever ^re was an international Viliain', it surely must be the IMF No interna¬ 
tional institiJtion has been more condemned over the decades for being an 
enemy of the poor and subjugator of the Third World." 

The book goes on to say that loans were given for questionable projects all 
over the Third World which destroyed the traditional livelihoods of millions of 
people. The IMF admitted that its miscaiculations affected large groups of the 
urban poor in Chile, Dominican Republic and the Philippines. Currency devalu¬ 
ations were undertaken to boost imports but which led to hardships for the local 
populations. The story sounds similar and in India too the rupee has been 
devalued. From Rs 18 to a dollar, it is now Rs 35 in just five years. 

Why then do responsible citizens in poor countries meekiy toe the World 
Bank philosophy? The answer is provided in The Intelligent Person's Quids to 
Liberalisation by Amit Bhaduri and Deepak Nayyar. They write that many civil 
sen/ants in the Ministry of Finance who toe the World Bank line are rewarded 
with lucrative jobs by ^e international agencies. "The unwritten rule is to push 
the IMF-Wortd Bank line and be rewarded at an appropriate time", say the 
authors. "It would seem tiiat there is a revolving door between the Ministry of 
Finance and the World Bank or the IMF in Washington.” 

Perhaps that is wny there is no change in economic thinking of the country 
no matter which government comes to power. The march towards becoming a 
consumer society is thus relentless. The question is: will our country be able to 
sustain it? Or will we become a hopelessly indebted nation, a storehouse of the 
world's wastes? 


en^xient permission. The country was man- 
iiged—ai^ perhaps still is-~by bureaucrats 
having no idea how businesses ate run. 

Inspite of such severe controls, the 
country was able to develop its own goods 
and tecWilogies in some areas. There were 
a few success stories. But in an effort to 
catch up with die lifestyles of die West, the 
country went on an import binge This led 
to a severe balance of payments crisis in 
1991 as all foreign exch^ge reserves of the 
coimtry were depleted. 

The government dien approached the 
VNbrid Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for loans to he4> it tide over the 
crisis. As part of die loan package, condi¬ 
tionalities were imposed which mcluded 
liberalisation of the economy, taking up a 
structural adjustment programme and al¬ 
lowing in foreign capital For die second time 
in history, the country changed course, once 
again by accident rather dian by design. 

Even though the Congress has been 
claimmg credit for opening the economy, it 
was actually forced down by the intema- 
tional funding agencies. But why should a 
funding agency be interested in reforming 
the economic system of a distant country? 
The answer perhaps lies in the fact that 
countries which had taken up structural 
adjustment programmes had become hope¬ 
lessly dependent on the West, a kind of 
economic colonisation. 

This is how it worked. Huge loans 
were given to poor countries to develop 
dams and roads. Foreign coix^iames had 
to be allowed in, as part of the package. 
This gave the population wonderful con- 
sun^ition goods so it ail appeared to be a 
good policy. 

To repay the loans, the countries were 
encouraged to change their traditional 
crops to cash crops. The increase in supply 
of conunodities pushed the prices of com¬ 
modities down in international markets 
(which suited the Western countries) but 
the indebted countries discovered that diey 
had to export more and more to repay the 
loans; in many cases they had to borrow 
more just to pay the interest. This resulted 
in rich nations taking over the resources of 
the poor countries, which had happened 
in Africa and Latin American countries. 
Recently, the rescue package given by the 


US for the Mexican economy has resulted 
in the oil resources of Mexico virtually 
being taken over by the US. It would not 
be wrong to say that the developed na¬ 
tions were trying to control the natural 
resources of the poor nations dirough loans 

There was the promise of inaeasingCDP 
growth. But the countries forgot dial the poor 
did not survive by growth rates atene. In each 
of the poor countries a traditional economy 
existed which the poor could fall back iqxin 
There were feelings of kinship and many iami- 
lies pursiffid occupations which was enough 
for survival but which were not counted in 
national income estimates. 

For example, labour worked in the 
fields in India in return for food. In many 
places, agricultural wastes were taken by 
them for use as fuel. This was not counted 
in any economic indicators. The conver¬ 
sion to cash crops chai^jed all diatand the 
poor found that they had been furdier 
nuirgmalised. The funding agencies ig¬ 
nore these non-economic factors. 


Importance of Non-economic 
factors 

M odern economic theory measures 
everything, but it has no way to mea- 
siue non-measurable things The growth 
rates may indeed be high, but how does 
the population live? Are the people living 
in health and are they hiippy? Economic 
theory has no answer to sud^ questions. 
Thus, growth rates may increase and per 
capita income may go up but die figures 
may hide many things, including rising 
income disparities and growing alienation 
of the middle class and poor. Is develop¬ 
ment just high GDP growth rate? 

The world has now realised that in¬ 
deed it isn't. The UN continues to build 
mdi' es that take into account non-measms 
able factors to measure a country's devel¬ 
opment. High growth rates in many 
countries have b^n accompanied by envi¬ 
ronmental degradation, teenage ;piegnan- 
cies, unemployment, criine and 
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despondency. Many of diese have already 
tea^ Iheir head in our country already. 

Hgures may also hide many social 
consequences. The Western system has 
produced excessive individualism, mate¬ 
rialism, conspicuous ccmsumption and so¬ 
cial alienation. So, while economic indices 
may be satishictory, we may be moving 
away from having an ideal society. With 
dte emergence of the consumer society in 
India, individualism has accelerated here 
too. Community networb and joint fam¬ 
ily systems are disappearing. The quality 
of life continues to deteriorate which lu« 
become evident incriminalisation of poli¬ 
tics and society. 

There is growing alienation in our cit¬ 
ies and many of the psychological diseases 
of the West have also come to India. More¬ 
over as the number of goods increase with¬ 
out increase in earnings of the majority of 
people, it has resulted in compromise of 
morality and acquiring wealth by illegal 
ways. The scandrils which have rocked the 
nation are a manifestation of dus decline. 

Alternative development 

T he decline is usually defended on the 
ground that there is really no alterna¬ 
tive. This is misleading. Long before the 
country had chosen its economic padt, Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi had given an idea of an 
alternate development. He held that de¬ 
velopment should be based on the Indian 
reality, on making the villages self-reliant. 

Gandhi's view was an economic sys¬ 
tem that was closer to the country's cul¬ 
ture and value systems. He knew that the 
consumer society could not work here since 
India had a large population. Asystem that 
did nut tab dtis into account could not 
serve the country well. On the other hand, 
people continue repeating that our popu¬ 
lation is a problem. What should our people 
do dten? Commit suicide? 

Itf we search for evidence of claims 
made by die government that the new eco¬ 
nomic policies have percolated down to 
die pec^le living on the periphery of exut- 
ence, we find that die consumer society 
benefit cmly die elite of die country. W^ 
must ^ler^re look for ways by whic^ the 
poor can be integrated into the develop¬ 


ment process. 

I^ough it is fasluonable to deride all 
that happened during the decades of 
Nehruvian economics, the fact remains that 
the country made significant strides in ag¬ 
riculture, defence and space technotegy. 
These achievements are now in danger of 
being wiped out as there is increased em¬ 
phasis on imported technolgies. Combined 
with decrease in social spending, die coun¬ 
try stands today on the direshold of de¬ 
stroying all it stood for. 

Even if we do not subscribe to die idea 
of alternate development, perhaps we can 
redefine what development should mean 
in a country like ours. Should devebpment 
mean the availability of canned beer, ham¬ 
burgers, cold drinb, shirts and jeans? It 
seems more appropriate if development 
should mean assistance in setting up power 
plants and building of cheap services lib 
mass transport systems. It should also 
mean creating of employment opportuni¬ 
ties not only in cities, but in towns and 
villages. It should mean education for all 
and social justice. 

The irony cannot be missed here that 
development means none of these things 
to the average Indian. In our acceptance of 
Wiestem ideas, development is defined as 
using more Western products. Where will 
dependence on the West for consumer 
goods lead us? 

A redefinition will show how wrong 
government policies have been. What 
about land reforms and reversal of migra¬ 
tion to cities? If progress is redefined in 
these terms, we will discover the mistab 
of following the policies of the Wbrld Bank. 
There is unfortunately a lack of understand¬ 
ing of Gandhi and alternative develop¬ 
ment. 

Rising inequalities 

T he consumer society has resulted in 
glaring inequalities. Today, just385rich¬ 
est individuals mid families of die world 
hold more material assets than the entire 
poorer 45 per cent of humanity, amount¬ 
ing to 2.5 baiirtfi l)eople. While world in¬ 
come bs increased seven-fold over the last 
50 years, real wages have declined in many 
countries—20 per cent in Latin Airierica 


and as much as 80 per ceiU in parts of Africa 
and die former Swiet Union, in die past 
decade alone. All over the world, a sWdl 
percentage of people are gmning wealdi 
and assets while the majority are sinking 
into increasing poverty and desperation. 

In the US, just one per cent of the 
population holds 40 per cent of the national 
wealth. The highly paid corporate execu¬ 
tives receive salaries which are 225 tunes 
of what the lowest wage employees get. In 
many countries including India/die middle 
class is being tom apart. 

fri die name of privatisation, a plun¬ 
dering of public w^th has taken place. 
Those in a position to benefit have cornered 
resources. At the same time, under pres¬ 
sure from die international funding agen¬ 
cies, governments have reduced their 
spending on education, bahb and social 
projects. In the name of Ifoeralisation, bar¬ 
riers to economies are being broken down 
allowing large scale plundering of natural 
resources of host countries. 

Though in the past people accepted 
the inequalities because of religious beliefr 
and their concept of fate, the relendess 
downward pressure will not be accepted 
in fatalist resignation. Inequalities have 
led to increased violence in many coun¬ 
tries and crime in India too is increasing. 
When the rich flaunt their riches before a 
struggling population, social tensions are 
bound to result. In Brazil, Mexico, parts 
of US, Africa and other countries, these 
tensions have resulted in social unrest and 
killings. 

Tbose who lost faith in communism 
and embraced capitalism as the alternative 
have come to regret the choice. With bodi 
systems under disrepute, people do not 
bow which way to turn. Eoanomist Lester 
Thurow sees the downward ^iral as tiie 
slide of tile Roman enqiire to ib bottom cti 
the Middle Ages. Me^eval Europe lived 
in waUed cities while tiie poor were con¬ 
signed to tiic countryride. In the modem 
world, the rich live in high security con- 
daves while tiie poor have to mab do with 
hutments with no civic amenities. Says 
Thurow, "If the democratic political pro¬ 
cess cannot reverse the trend of inequity, 
democracy itself will eventually be discied- 
ited." 
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.Qearly, if the destructive eccmomic 
policies are not checked, dte inequalities 
will cause the collapse of the society we 
live in. But will our government be able to 
check these trends? 

Towards a consumer society 

G oing by the experience of five 
^ears of reforms in our country, it 
ioes seem doubtful that inequali¬ 
ties can be checked by our government. In 
these years $17 billion of foreign exchange 
has b(^ approved*. The country has fordgn 
OHiqjanies supplying cornflakes, cars, cel¬ 
lular phottes arid caiuied drinks. But it has 
not added an extra megawatt of power or 
built a kOometre of highway. Such projects 
are miied in ccmtroversy. Of the investment 
received, ordy $4 billion has been put in the 
manufacturing sector. Most of it has been 
invested in the stock market The non-pri¬ 
ority sectors consisting of soft drinks, soap, 
fried chicken, jeans and whisky, have at¬ 
tracted large investments. Bather than in¬ 
vest in creating businesses, MNCs have 
dtosen to acquire existmg companies. 

The automobiles sector has seen some 
large names and large investments. Of course 
iKxre of this can be said to contribute to de- 
velopmott or in any way he^iing the poor. 
liberatisaticHi has not ineant anydtmg for the 
fodians v^dlo sleep on the roadkde, for chil- 
drwi walking barefoot and the millions of 
people earning a daily wage, apart from giv- 
mg foem more things to look at and desire. 
The coitsumer society does not take into ac¬ 
count all these Indians. Nor could it It was 
looking only at omsumer goods and perhaps 
giving dreams to the poor 

Those who defend foe new consumer 
society say that there is danger of India 
going foe way of Mexico or Brazil. They 
say foat foe consumer society does not 
destroy values of frugality and simplicity 
nor does it create inequalities. The con¬ 
sumer society does encourage consump- 
ticm, but this has led to growth of per capita 
income. Improved availability of consumer 
goods has increased motivation and eco¬ 
nomic partidpaiion of foe common man. 

It is also said foat market forces also 
drive economic activity to areas where 
labour is available cheaply and thus foe 


poor in the country alsohenefrt by g^ter 
omsumptioa Economk; studies have shown 
that income growth is foe best way to re¬ 
duce mass poverty. Any increase in con¬ 
sumption of any kind of good will lead to 
poverty reduction. Much of foe growfo in 
developed countries has taken place due to 
increase in availability of more goods in 
those economies. Will hidia's cons;uner so¬ 
ciety too result in helping its population? 

This logic does not convince many 
people. The experience of the West shows 
foat consumption may have contributed 
to rise in incomes, but inequalities are stiU 
high. But the greatest indictment of the new 
economic policy comes from countries 
which had taken up simifor programmes 
but ended up in severe problems. 

Mexico was among foe first countries 
to receive foe structural adjustment loans 
from foe Warld Bank in 1979. Much of foe 
same policies are now being implemented 
in India. 

The Mexican experience casts doubt 
on foe wisdom (tf foe structural adjustment 
policies which may be called the 'IMF 
medicine'. The collapse of the system in 
1982 and again in 1995 shows foat the 
medicine does not work well. Policy mak¬ 
ers are quick to say that there is no similar¬ 
ity between Mexico and India but the truth 
is that our economy is now open to the 
risks of international finance. 

There is, in fact, a great deal of simUar- 
ity between foe two countries. There has 
been a neglect of infrastructure, skewed in¬ 
vestment, sharp rise in prices and deteriora¬ 
tion in foe life of the poor. .There is a blind 
faith in foe free market economy and both 
claim that lefome are irreverribk Howevei; 
there is no reason why investment priorities 
cannot be corrected at this stage. 

Ironically, the consumer society is 
defended in India even foough leaders of 
the West have started questioning their 
brand of capitalism. The consumer society 
has plundered foe environment, to foe 
extent foat foe entire globe is today foreat- 
ened by pollution and ozone depleticm. 

The consumer society can be tempered 
by increase of public spendir^ bn‘t»aifo, 
education, social security and employment 
generation. Debt must be routed and foe 
mantra of foreign investment must be aban¬ 


doned. But wiU foe policy makers be will¬ 
ing? Most, mciuding foe Finance Minister, 
are so beguiled by neo-ifoeral policies titat 
they often distort facts to show that 
tibemlisation is woricing. The manipuiatitm 
of economic indicators (Competition Master 
May 96) is a way of showing foat foe eco¬ 
nomic policies are working when foey ac¬ 
tually may not be. How long can the 
country live in self-delusion? 

Focus on the Poor 

T he major task of the new government 
in foe consumer society will be to en¬ 
sure the basic needs and an unprovement in 
foe living standard of foe poor. Today, while 
the rich have entered tire satellite aa, tire 
masses go tobed hungry by candlelight The 
state of tire naticm can be aptly described as 
an island of imported cats in an ocean of 
bullock carts. While imported whisky is 
available for the rich, many people do not 
have access to clean drinking water. 

The problem of poverty is foe other 
side of foe acquisitive mode of living. The 
consunrer society usurps foe resources of 
foe poor. The past five years have seen foe 
poor being totally ignored. Further, 
privatising of education has caused fee 
hikes in educational institutions, prevent¬ 
ing people from acquiring it and move 
ahead in life. There is almost a conspiracy 
about conrering all foe resources available 
in the country by foe rich. Is this sustain¬ 
able development? 

The society which we are heading 
towards consists of well protected luxury 
flats of the rich surrounded by hutments. 

And what of foe people living in pov¬ 
erty? How will foey stop foe temptation 
arising out of seeing the wonderfril things 
which foey cannot buy? The only outlet 
for tireir emotions will be to steal wheiv- 
ever they get foe chance. This is happen¬ 
ing in mudr of the capitalist world: in New 
TeOrk, USA, you can be killed for your dtoes 
if foey are expensive enough. 

The question is: do we want that kind 
of sodety? Or should we look for alterna¬ 
tive developnrent models? Given tire cu^ 
rent thinking of our country, it seems 
unlikely that we will follow tire latter. Wd- 
come to tire capitalist, txinsumer society! 
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ARTICLE 


The Changing Face of 
Public Sector 


Public Sector in Mia largehf represents 
the pkUosophy 0 / mixed economy in the coun¬ 
try. Adopted as the most important features 0 / 
economic policy, the concept ofrmxk economy 
still holds good but tts character has changed 
with times Mixed economy of 50s laid heavy 
reliance on Public Sector Undertahngs (PSUs) 
as instruments of socialist pattern, by ensuring 
State ownership of basic, katvy, key and strate¬ 
gic industries. While in some of these sectors 
entry of the private sector was hrred, whereas 
m case of others, the State had to intervene as 
private investment was notprthcommg due to 
a variety of reasons. The second Five-Year Plan, 
adopted the philosophy of Mahalanobis model, 
relying heavily on industrialisation for rapid 
development and where the industries were 
largely owned by tfa State 

High Expectations 

S uccessive industrial PoUcy resolu¬ 
tions, till recently continued to protect 
and pamper the PSUs. The reasons were 
mainly economic. Vt^th the overall objec¬ 
tive of achieving high industrial growth 
rate, resulting in rapid economic develq>- 
ment in the country, there were many other 
obj^ves assigned to the PSUs. First of all 
the industrial units requiring heavy invest¬ 
ment, known low rate of return Mid rela¬ 
tively longer gestation period, were as¬ 
sign^ to the PSUs with tiie viev/ to act as 
a catalyst of private investment in such 
sectors in future, and also to achieve bal¬ 
anced growth and import substitution. 
Export promotion and import substitution 
was another in^rtant objective, aimed at 
achieving self-sufficiency on the one hand 
and conserving the precious foreign ex¬ 
change on the other. 

Development of infrastructure was 


expected to be achieved expeditiously 
tiirough the PSUs. While some of the PSUs 
were directly involved in providing and 
deveteping the economic and other infra¬ 
structure, most of the other PSUs had de¬ 
velopment of infrastructure as one of 
subsidiary objectives. Developn«it of lo¬ 
cal roads, sanitation, educational institu¬ 
tions, electricity, water supply etc. in the 
areas where big PSUs were set up, was 
expected by one and all. Employment gen- 
eraticm in the local area was expected, and 
this expectation was largely met also. At 
present about 23 lakh persons are on the 
rolls of Coitral PSUs and additionally, more 
than half this number is employed by the 
State PSUs 

Restriction of monopolies and equi¬ 
table distribution of economic resources 
has been one of the core affirmations of 
socio-economy policy in the country. PSUs 
were adopted as one of the policy mea¬ 
sures to achieve these objectives, alongwith 
oti\er legislative and administrative frame¬ 
work These undertakings were also ex¬ 
pected to provide a reasonable rate of 
return on investment and thus create sur¬ 
pluses for funding future plans. Develop¬ 
ment of backward regions was a 
consequential expectation. While most of 
these expectations were explicitly stated 
as ob|ectives of public sector, a few others 
were expected to be achieved in the long 
run. 

During the initial few years the 
progress ol the PSUs was considered satis¬ 
factory. During titis period, the State gov¬ 
ernments also emulated die Centre and for 
a few services and Industries lij(e agro-in¬ 
dustries, tranqxrrtaticHi, welfore cd weaker 
sections, power gertMation and distribu¬ 
tion, civil supplies, small-scale and cottage 


industries, industrial financing, tourism 
development etc, set up public sector ert- 
terprises in the States. S^e of the States 
also ventured into die fields of manufac¬ 
turing, agro-processing electronic devel¬ 
opment etc. in a big way. But gradually 
the realisation started coming that dw pe^ 
formance of pifolic sector was much bdbw 
expectations and required some reforms 
and removal of bottlenecks. 

Ferfomiance 

A S per the figures in the Eighth Plan 
dwument on 31.3.91 there were 246 
Central PSUs with a total investment of Ss 
1,13,234 ctore. Out of these 236 were op¬ 
erational enterprises with an employed 
capital of Rs 1^)1,702 ciore. Out of these 
131 earned a net profit of Rs 5731 crore, 
while 109 suftered a net loss of Rs 3064 
crore. As per the latest estimates, the rate 
of returns on die Capital employed in the 
public sector is around 1.9 per cent, whidi 
is likely to fall to 1.8 per cent during tfo 
current financial year. 

However, while assessing die eco¬ 
nomic performance of PSUs the social ob¬ 
jectives and responsibility entrusted tc 
them also have to be viewed objectivel) 
The public sector took over the reins o 
industrial sector when the Indian eermom] 
was badly shattered by die aftermath 0 
partition, the private capital was shy ir 
non-profiteide and developmental secton 
and the existing linkages and infrastruc 
ture was almost non-existent. Despite dn 
inherent inefficiencies, die contribution 0 
PSUs in building the ecrmomic and oihe 
infrastructure, emptoyment generation 
balanced regional growth and encourag 
ing the private sector to come forward 
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cat^t be ignored. 

But, the social contributicm of the PSUs 
cannot overweigh their economic failures. 
Hence, the government initiated a process 
of reforms to revamp the Public Satot It 
was realised that the lack of autonomy 
was one of the main reasons for poor per¬ 
formance of the PSUs having good eco- 


in February 1992, to assist them in re-train¬ 
ing, redeployment and counselling. About 
Rs 800 crore have already been released 
out of NRF during the years 1993-94 and 
1994-95. Moreovei; the provisions of Sick 
Industrial Companies Act (SICA) were 
extended to the PSUs in December, 1992. 
As a result sick PSUs can also be referred 


nomic potential. To start with, the 
government introduced a system called 
"Memorandum of Understanding" (MoU). 
The MoU system aimed at achieving the 
twin objective of autonomy to the PSU 
management aid their good economic per¬ 
formance. The PSU concerned is expected 
to enter into an MoU with the government, 
in which obligations and commitments of 
both the parties are laid out. As per Eco¬ 
nomic Survey 1995-%, 99 PSEs signed the 
MoUs for the year 1994-95 and for the 
current financial year 108 MoUs are pend¬ 
ing for approval and signatures. 

Another important policy measure 
aimed at refurbidung the PSUs during the 
recent era of reforms has been the 
disinvestment of public equity out of se¬ 
lected enterprises. The aim was to gradu¬ 
ally introduce the private control of the 
units to enhance the accountability and 
professionalism of management. It was 
decided to disinvest up to 49 per cent of 
the government share capital. Various 
rouids of disinvestment have taken place 
and upto the end of 1995-%, a total amount 
of around Rs 10,500 crore has been 
disinvested. Maximum disinvestment of 
48.20 per cent has been achieved in re¬ 
spect of Madras Refineries. 
Disinvestment, so far, has not been able 
to achieve the objectives. The method of 
disinvestment adopted by the government 
has been criticised, as it only aims at 
speedy disinvestment and enhancing the 
revenue of the government. Remaining 
objectives of disinvestment have, by and 
large, remained unfulfilled. 

In addition, several other measures to 
reform the public sector have been taken. 
A voluntary retirement scheme was intro¬ 
duced uiuler which about 75,000 workers 
had opted for voluntary retirement. Widt a 
view to protect die interests of the workers 
and provide a social safety net for them a 
National Renewal Fund (NRF) was set up 


to the Board for Industrial and Financial 
Reconstruction (BIFR). Upto the end of 
1995,59 Central and 79 State (total of 138) 
PSU cases were referred to the BIFR, out of 
which revival schemes have already been 
sanctioned for 29 units. 

Impending Reforms 

'T’HE process of reforms in the PSUs ap- 
X pears to be irreversible. Immediately 
after taking over, the United Front govern¬ 
ment issued a warning of the sorts to the 
entire public sector. While hinting that more 
reforms are in the offing, the management 
of these enterprises was also asked to be 
more professional and decisive to ensure 
profitability. In August 1996, the govern¬ 
ment decided to set up a disinvestment 
commission to advise the government on 
disinvestment of government equity. The 
five-member Commission will identify the 
individual PSUs and the quantum of gov¬ 
ernment equity for disinvestment, by ad¬ 
vising the mode, price and time of 
disinvestment. The proceeds of 
disinvestment are to be rechannelled to the 
NRF and priority is to be given to the small 
investors. 

The government is also toying with 
the idea of complete disinvestment in gov¬ 
ernment hotels, while reducing the gov¬ 
ernment equity to just 26 per cent in 
non-strategic and non-core areas. It is also 
expected that only one PSU’s equity wUl 
be offered for disinvestment at one time. 
The process of fresh disinvestment as per 
revised plan is expected to begin from 
September 1996. In addition, efforts are 
afoot to identify potential global giants 
among the PSUs, both in core and strate¬ 
gic and ^on-core and non-strategic sec¬ 
tors. The government is seriously 
contemplating retaining majority hold¬ 
ing in such PSUs. 

These ensuing reforms are expected 


to initiate the process of reforms a-fresh. 
Widi die participation of general pidilk for 
small number of PSU shares and proposed 
limit on the shares to be bought by institu¬ 
tional buyers, the true objective of 
privatisation is expected to be achieved. 
The recoit etibrts of the new UF govern¬ 
ment to streamline the functioning of PSUs 
arid pursue the ongoing refrums vigorously 
woidd certainly result in tran^orming the 
concept of public sector in India. 
Disinvestmoitof equity beyond 50 per cent 
in non-core and non-strategic sectors 
would revolutionise the thinking on pub¬ 
lic sector in India, notwithstanding the 
grumblings and nninor opposition from the 
leftist parties within the UF. 

With tile growth rate of GDP at 7 per 
cent during 1995-96, the mood of the 
policy-makers is up-beat. The outstanding 
growth in the GDP has mainly been as¬ 
sisted by the booming industrial sector 
which registered a record growtii rate of 
12.4 per cent. While the contribution of 
public sector has been negligtole tiU re¬ 
cently, the proposed revanqiing is expected 
to result in pushing up the industrial 
growth rate further in the post-PSU reforms 
era. 

Conclusion 

has been widely recognised that State 
tervention in every economy is a must. 
However; varying with flie level of eco¬ 
nomic development, the degree of such an 
intervention may differ. Even advaiKed 
western world does exercise some control 
on its industries. State control over tiie stra¬ 
tegic and core sector units carmot be slack¬ 
ened beyond a particular limit. The on¬ 
going process of reforms of the public sec¬ 
tor are, tiius, a welcome step in die right 
direction, aiming at achieving higher re¬ 
turn, while at the same time retaining the 
control of the State wherever required. The 
process of reforms would not only result in 
(hanging the face of public sector beyond 
recognition, but is also likely to give tito 
required qualitative facelift to tiiis impo^ 
tant sector of tire economy. Unfliruhii^ po¬ 
litical wiU and flawless execution woitid, 
of course, remain the preconditions for the 
success of these reforms. 
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DEBATE; DiSCUSSION 

The Limits of Judicial 
Activism 


"Where laivs end, tyranny begins", said 
William Pitt in 1770. In India, the courts have 
ensured that the rule of the law does premil 
inspite of assaults on it by none other than our 
own elected repivsentatives. In doing so, the 
courts may sometimes overstep their limits. 
Today, a feeling has gained ground that judges 
are interfermg in areas where they should 
not. Several MPs have protested that judi¬ 
cial activism had gone too far and that 
judges were acting like "super government 
or a super Parliament". Indeed, certain 
statements made by judges do seem to cross 
the limits of what may be called legal deco¬ 
rum; the case of Rajan Pillai comes readily 
to mind where medical aid was denied and 
certain unsavoury comments made about 
the man. 

On the other hand, there is a growing 
feeling that public life has reached the pits. 
There may be no politician today who has his 
hands clean, going by the revelations that hit 
the headlines at regular intervals. Even the 
former Prime Minister has his name embroiled 
in controversies. In such a situation, is the 
judiciary to blame if it takes on the task of 
simply making the law take its own course? 

In our discussion for this month, we look 
at both sides of the issue. Opinion seems to be 
equally divided but perhaps a more balanced 
approach is needed in dealing with this sensi¬ 
tive topic of ‘judicial overactivism'. 


MrA Before we start the discussion, 
let me put the term in proper perspec¬ 
tive. The term 'judicial activism' has 
begun to be us^ quite recently. VWdi the 
executive weak and corrupt, the Su- 
preoaq-^urt took it upon itself to put 
right, several things on which there was 
no i^:ti(}p. These ranged from directions 
to the civic authorities for disposing 


gaibage on Delhi roads, to asking the 
government to have its bungalows 
vacated from those who occupied it, 
even though they had long ceased to 
hold public office. But perhaps the most 
famous example of judicial activism was 
in tire hawala case, when the Court 
directed the CBI to complete an enquiry 
and report to it on the progress on a 
daily basis. It was felt that the Court 
was exceeding its functions—after all, 
how many departments could the Court 
control, given the fact that few of them 
actually did the jobs they were supposed 
to? Moreover, in certain cases the judges 
were passing wide, uncalled for remarks, 
which could well have been avoided. 
They were issuing summons to famous 
politicians for which there was no real 
need. It thus started appearing that the 
judiciary was exceeding its limits.‘Thus 
the term 'judicial overactivism' was 
born. Personally, I am not in favour of 
judiciary taking over day to day gover¬ 
nance. What is the government then for? 
1 would rather have it doing the func¬ 
tions it is supposed to. The Courts are 
for dispensing justice and certainly not 
for governance. 

MrB I agree with you that the 
Courts are for dispensing justice and 
tlrat it is the government tiiat should 
actually do its job. But what if the 
government does not do what it is 
supposed to? Who or what is going to 
look after the interests of die common 
man? Unfortunately die situation today 
is that the executive is very weak. 
Practically every politician is comqjt 
and the rot has spread to the bureau¬ 
cracy too. In such a situation, the com¬ 


mon man finds that he is at the receiv¬ 
ing end. In such a situation, the judi¬ 
ciary has come to the rescue. Frankly, I 
don't think that judicial activism or 
overactivism are proper terms at all. The 
judiciary is just doing what shoidd be 
done by the people in the government. If 
they don't do what they are .supposed 
to, someone else will t^e ovei;. by 
default. 

MrC It is true that the executive 
has surrendered its powers to the judi¬ 
ciary, out of its own weaknesses. But the 
objection is not about courts taking 
action to help the common man but their 
going overboard in dieir judgements. For 
example, in tiie Rajan Pillai case, the 
judge made some cruel, personal re¬ 
marks against the industrialist and even 
denied medical aid, leading to his death. 
Is this judicial activism? Then again, a 
judge of the Allahabad High Court 
issued summons to the Prime Minister to 
appear before it on a petition challaig- 
ing his appointment. Surely, there was 
no need for the PM's personal appear¬ 
ance in this case. But it seems that the 
judges are enjoying the publicity diat 
comes out of sensational cases. It is dieir 
going overboard that is termed as 
'judicial overactivism', and which is 
objectionable. 

Nlr D M}u forget diat we live in 
extraordinary circumstances where 
practically every leader is corrupt and 
his bureaucrat secretary is a conduit for 
bribes. Even the names of the former 
Prime Minister and his son are appear¬ 
ing prominendy in a number of scan¬ 
dals. Who are we to trust anymore? In 


OCTOBER '96 COMPETmON MASI^ ttf 


drcumstances, I don't think dteie 
is any harm in overactiviam by the 
judidary. Extraordinary aituaticnw call for 
extraordinary solutions. I agree that the 
judges' comntents are unnecessarily hat^ 
and may have been inexcusable in the 
case of Rajan Hllai, but no amount of 
harshness is enough for a politician who 
has betrayed public trust to amass wealth 
of his own. Perhaps die hardi comments 
and die summons issued by diem win act 
as a warning to odier leadm and prevent 
corruption. Corruption is, after all, the 
single most inportant issue diat faces the 
country today. I support the judges and 
do not find it objectionable if d^ go 
overboard once in a while. 


MrE Your anger is justified but that 
how can you justify suixunons issued to 
famous people on frivolous complaints? 
Issuing summons to the have al* 
ready been mentioned. Surely a petition 
about his appointment can be heard 
without his teing present, hi criminal 
cases, yes, the person must be sum¬ 
moned, but certainly not in dvil cases 
Similarly, people like Mr KJ*.S. Gill are 
being called in cases where personal 
appearance is not necessary. I agree that 
the summons may be issu^ by judges 
widi an eye on publicity. But what is the 
future of this overactivism? The judges 
will be involved in activities like having 
die garbage cleaned and taking day to 
day decisions. We may be heading 
towards 'judocracy', where judges are 
assuming the role of rulers Is this a 
desirable situation, especially when 
diousands of undertrials languish in jail 
and lakhs of cases are pending in courts 
all over India? Who will give them 
justice if die judges are busy with other 
diings? We can say goodbye to justice 
and the courts will assume the status of 
die State secretariate. I am sure that we 
do not want such a situation. At the 
same time, 1 would not want that 
judges turn a blind eye to the evils of 
sodety. I would like to suggest dat 
there should be judicial activism tem¬ 
pered by common sense. Thf judiciary 
has to work with the executive. Usurp¬ 
ing the powers of die executive can be 


justified today, but what of die future? If 
the judidary really starts interfering in 
all daily dedsicHis, die future will be 
very grim. It might lead to dictatorship. I 
die^re think that judidal ovetactivism 
is not a very good diing and it has 
serious repercussions about the future of 
the count^. 

MrA I think that die remarks of 
judges that we find objectionable should 
not be taken at face vdue. What diey 
reflect is the anger of the sodety against 
those whom it placed its trust on. Any 
person with.even a little love for his 
country would have reacted in diis way. 
I think the judges cannot be blamed. But 
I stiU feel that day to day governance 
should not be left to courts. They should 
maintain their distance and maintain 
their position in which diey can jud^ 
the executive if somediing goes wrong 
Now, if the CBl still does not take action 
mspite of the court making it respon¬ 
sible, who can we him to? In fact, the 
CBI is dragging its feet in the hawala case 
where only some selective charge sheets 
have been filed. Siould we bla^ the 
Supreme Court for this inaction? It would 
have been better if the court maintained 
its distance and k^t pressucisii^ die 
government to take action in die case. The 
present situation suits no reie else but die 
leaders who have been involved. So 
judicial activism is not die solution to ail 
diat plagues our sodety. 

Mr 6 I agree with you that the 
situation has become extraordinary. It is 
amazing that the new CBI director 
should go to the former PM for "guid¬ 
ance", knowing well that cases are 
pending against him. The court was rig^t 
m reprimanding him. In a situation where 
the CBI is willing to be subordinated by 
the accused politicians, which agency will 
see that die CBI merely does its job? It 
goes to the credit of die judiciary diat 
they have taken it up. lb a ortain extent, 
the judiciary is pofonning Hs constitur 
tiorvd rde. Whm the goverrunept is 
weak, it gives up its constitudorial 
(Alligations. We really cannot blame the 
judges if diey take over. 


Mr E While it may be accepted diat 
the judiciary is doing a role diat Is 
necessary in die Indian condition, what 
is objecttonable te die sweeping state¬ 
ments made by some of die judges in 
discharging dicir duties. Judicial activ¬ 
ism does hdp die comxtuHi man in the 
sense that government a^ncies start to 
show results. What die courts are ensur¬ 
ing is that di^ merely do their job. If 
judidal activism is to be curbed, dien 
the elected representatives must be 
strong and do what diey are supposed 
to do. Today, we are grateful diat soore- 
one is taking interest in die affairs of the 
country. But for the judiciary, we would 
have b^me a banana republic, where 
corruption is never punidied. 

MrC I think we have reached a 
consensus that judicial activism is not a 
bad thing in die present drcumstaiKes. 1 
am sure that the common man appred- 
ates it too. But die judiciary must do an 
mtrospection about its future role. There 
is also a real danger that die courts may 
become all powerful. Moreover, to 
whom will the judges be accountable? 
The problem of corruption withm the 
courts cannot be ruled out—some judges 
have already come under a cloud due to 
this. In cases involvmg celebrities, 
judges have to be car^ that media 
attention does not influence what they 
say. Secondly, there must be some 
restraint in cases involving national 
leaders. There is no doubt that if corrup¬ 
tion IS the issue, diey should be sum¬ 
moned and treated like any accused. But 
in frivolous complaints su^ as die one 
challenging election of die Prime Minis¬ 
ter diere is no need to show undue 
heroism. The judges must be practical 
when such complaints are received. 
Finally, I would like to conclude by 
saying that judicial activism has served 
an important role now that we are 
seeing die collective depravity of the 
ruling class. But can it or should it 
continue? For that an introspection is 
required and the leaders have ti^realiy 
live morally to avoid their poW)^ 
being usurped by die courts. Is diat too 
mudi to a^? 
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MANAGEMENT 

MBA: What Companies 
look for 


In our last issue, we described the requirements of the MBA 
course. This time, we ansmr the question what companies look for 
in MBAs. Clairly, if a company pays high salaries, it wants certain 
qualities in the people it hires. 

In this part, m go beyond the institutes and look at corporate 
life and what a student can do to acquire skills required of him. What 
ate the expectations of the company? If we know what is expected, 
we can prepare for the corporate life and cope with it better. Of course 
the Competition Master is responsive to your needs and students can 
send in their questions to our regularJimture, Question Box, if there are I 
any more doubts. i 

One of the frequent qt 4 ^tions that an MBA is likely to face 
during and after the course is, why should a company pay him, j 
say, Rs 10,000 per month when it can get an equally smart gradu- | 
ate for half or maybe one-third of the salary? 

When management graduates are faced with this question 
they reply with half-baked answers. Companies, they say, should 
pay them for their degree or education or skills. But if they are 
questioned further about which special skills they have that a 
graduate has not, the answers get fuzzier; they are better at sell¬ 
ing, they have more confidence or they can make better deci¬ 
sions. liiis is, of course, just not true. No company will pay 
double the salary to a better salesman or a person who has more 
confidence, and certainly not for the joy of hiring a person with 
an MBA degree. The reason behind hi^ salaries has to do with 
the contribution a person might make in a company in terms of 
better strategic thinking, systems or procedures. Moreover, he 
must have honesty and commitment. 

Skills to acquire 

When a company hires a management trainee and makes a 
high investment in him in terms of salaries and training, what 
the conq>any looks for is a person who may be given an indepen¬ 
dent charge for a branch operation or a product. Yet, many MBAs 
fail to make it big and languish in jutuor or middle management 
levels, showmg that neither the MBA stamp nor the confidence 
was enough for them to make it big. Hie loss of a dream may be 
atfiibuted to luck, but more to lack of personal skills. Which are 
these skills? 

To be a good manager, one must understand what manage¬ 
ment really is. One of the simplest definition is that it is the 
process of getting thmgs done through other people. So a man¬ 
ager must be able to manage people. While this may sound 
inqwrtant, die flip side is that one must be responuble for the 


actions of others. If another person does not do his job, very 
often a manager may find his head on the cho{^g block, even 
if he is not to blame! The company, however, will accept no 
excuse since such a situation means that a peribn is a bad man¬ 
ager. Do you think it is unfair? Chances are that nobody wants 
to hear your side of the story. 

Managers must really have a wide range of skills. Four skills | 
which are essential are: planning, organising, influencing and ! 
controlling. The process of determining in advaiKe what should i 
be accomplished and how it is to be realised is planning. If pro¬ 
vides clear guidelines for workers and managers. Once the plans 
are made, ^y must be executed through orgat^ing, which de- 
saibes formal relationships among peqile. The process of dete^ 
mining and affecting behaviour of otiiers is infiuendng. Qeatmg . 
an environment where people want to work and put in thefi best 
is motivating. Comrrutment is also brought about by leadership. ~ 
Finally, the process of comparing performance wifo standards arid 
taking corrective action is called controlling. 

A manager must be a natural leader, to be able to inspire 
confidence among his subordinates. Apart from all this, a man¬ 
ager must be committed to excellence. This is reflected in all acts, 
big or small. A good manager, for instance, cannot be a sloppy 
fellow with a diree day old beard. Nor will such a person incite 
any confidence in ofoers. 

Managers should also have conceptual skills, the ability to 
comprehend abstract or general ideas and apply tiiem to specie 
situations. The most successful organisations are those which 
have the "big picture" clearly in tos. Technical skills are re¬ 
quired too, which involve using specific knowledge, methods 
and techiuques in performing work. ’Qraining and education can 
help develop these skills and this is a cemtinuous process. Above 
all, managers should have human skills whidi help them to un¬ 
derstand, motivate and get along with people. 

Having understood the ski^, one can use the educational 
process to acquire them. MBAs from good institutes ate given 
training in these areas. The MBA degree is actually a transition 
period when a person should acquire those qualities which are 
going to be useful in the corporate sector. Treating the MBA course 
like an undergraduate course is mdikely to develop these capa- 
bilitfos. 

Welcome to tiie corporate world! 

The MBA degree will he^) you at the entry level, at which 
a person will get a better start than a non-MBA. After foat, how¬ 
ever^ it depends on how he is able to prove himself. Many MBAs 
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never jriae neyona tne nuacue wva necauae tney cannot meet 
Urgetii and use excuses instead. Unfortunately, out culture en> 
courages a person to take it easy about schedules and commit¬ 
ments. The corporate world, especially if it is going to pay a high 
salary, will not accept a challa hat attitude horn its employees. 

Often, students get lured by the high salaries of an MBAand 
opt for dte career without looking at the other side of the coin, 
or the tag that comes with die high salaries. While there is no 
denying that this career offers some of the best salaries, it is 
important to understand the risks associated with it. There a 
saying,"There is no such thing as a free lunch", and it applies to 
this as well. 

For one thing, managerial jobs are highly result-oriented. As 
salaries have risen, so have die risks. If a person is not able to 
meet ta^ets he will be sidelined or even asked to leave the com¬ 
pany. With die entry of foreign companies, along with hi^ sala¬ 
ries, the culture of 'hire and fire' is also slowly finding its way 
into tlffi Indian corporate world. Whereas earlier a company could 
retain its low performers along with the high fliers, it is no longer 
feasible to do so. 

This is the inevitable result of increase in salaries, which in¬ 
creases the risk of the business. Just as the career offers a high 
degree of freedom and mobility to a person, it offers the same 
amount of freedom to companies. Students who look at high 
salaries think that it is a comfortable life but the risks and ten¬ 
sions are sometimes unbearable. Many people are unable to cope 
with these and drop out; sometimes serious psydioiogical disor¬ 
ders result. An aspirant is well advised to assess these before 
opting for this career. It may, however; be mentioned that high 
performance is required in the high profile and high paying 
companies but if a person reconciles to a lower salary, he can 
work in the public sector where neidier a high performance is 
required nor are any results expected from him. The rewards 
are also medium but job security is very high. Ultimately, there¬ 
fore, one has to make a choice and opt for the kind of job suited 
to one's personality. 

The corporate sector also demands high mobility and level 
of commitment. Most jobs demand a 24 hour involvement Travel 
at short notice may be required as also social corrunitments re¬ 
lated to tile job. A manager thus has to possess a multi-dimen¬ 
sional personality. 

Top vs medium companies 

One of the things which the MBAiacks is loyalty. Job switch¬ 
ing, whether due to better prospects or to frustration, is com¬ 
mon. The business school usually raises expectations of students 
and they begin to think that they will be required to make 
corporate strategy the moment they are out of the institute. 
This is obviously a wrong notion and even the best of numage- 
ment graduates require training before they can be given inde¬ 
pendent charge. Due to the very high expectations, leaders of 
industry have begun to feel that though management gradu¬ 
ates come witii high ambitions, tiiey lack loyalty. 

Moreover some maiugers feel to die top management in- 


smuies are nor tuneo lo me incuan cuiiureoc mani^ement yme 
coirqianies have in fact b^un to think about the suitability (rf 
hiriiig MBAs. In a discussion on management graduates h^ in 
1994, And Aotoii mmtioned to the "curriculum at die busi¬ 
ness schocris does not reflect real world conditions". Philips In¬ 
dia chairman D.N. Ghofli mentioned to his company does not 
take MBAs since tiiey were not prepared to slog at the fliopflooc 
Certain coii^anies have come to prdfer graduates from second 
rung institutes for this reason. 

Strictly speaking howevei; it is hard to generalise about co^ 
porate preferences. Some companies pr^ graduates of top in¬ 
stitutes only while others go to second rung institutes. As a general 
rule, one fliould not go below the second rung institutes as the 
corporate sector does not take them seriously whetiier tiiey have 
AICTE approval or not. 

There is also a thinking in industry that management 
schools ^ould take in only those students who have prior 
work experience. "A lot of what is tau^t in an MBA school 
cannot make any sense if there has been no exposure to a 
working environmoit", says Ambani. "The critical thing for 
our schools to do is to take people who have work experience." 
Though some institutes say that work experience is desirable, 
in most others fresh college graduates are taken. 

Scaling down ambitions 

The MBA aspirant must do an internal assessment of his 
strengtiis and whether he will fit into a high profile and demand¬ 
ing career of management. Does it match one's personal interests 
and abilities? The self-evaluation procedure developed by Ben¬ 
jamin Franklin can be adopted, which helps people b^ome aware 
of their strengtiis and weaknesses. Strengths can be used to full 
advantage while weaknesses can be overcome. 

To make a strength/weakness balance sheet, one lists down 
one's perceived qualities. Draw a line in the middle of tiie page 
and record tiie strengths on tiie left and weaknesses on the ri^l 
side. This exercise is difficult and several atterrqits may be neeto 
before a good balance sheet emerges. List all tiie skills thrt a manager 
must have and match the qualities with tiiose mentioned. This 
process will help you decide about a career in management. 

Anotiier thing that is helpful is a likes and dislikes survey. B 
you carmot live in a particular area or place, list it dowa Do you 
like to travel? If you don't, c^in options may be dosed since 
they require travelling to company brimehes or offices. An honest 
assessment of likes and dislikes hdps in a better understanding of 
oneself and will assess whether you will be happy being a man¬ 
ager. Talking to professionals also he^^s. 

Pinaily, it must be said that being a manager implies continu¬ 
ous self-devdopment and learning. The education is not limited 
to the two years of MBA. The jobs are high pressure, but the 
rewards are equally high. At tiie same time, a nuixto of otha 
careers have alw b^ome available in related fields such as sale 
and advertising. It would be helpful to look at all the options and 
make a deefrion rather titan follow the crowd of people app^arinj 
for tiie admission tests to prestigious institutes. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The ComptiHion Itesttr % Gukle to OpportunKiM 


TNa ftBhjta altrts our readws about forttieoming oKambrntiora and 
oppoiturdllaa. InatHuloa should send us In/bmalkm In adnnca to be in- 
dudadhara. Raadeaanadviaadtoassessthdramaullal^andttmtof 
the Mlluta bafora applybtg-this faatun Is not a racmmandMion of any 
couraaorlnatlMa. 

CommuniMtIOM 

PG PragrMUM In CommunlMtlont: (2 yaars, retidnnital). Eligl- 
bWlyrOmduBts in any discipline. Written test; CAT on Decembers, 1996. 
Last date: November 10,1996. Apply to: The Admissions Office, Mudra 
Institute of Communications, Shela, Ahmsdabad • 380 058 witti a DD of 
Rs 550 drawn in favour cri “Mudra Foundation for Communications Re¬ 
search and Education', and an application for CAT (see management 
section). 

Computers 

BacheiorfPGDIplonia in Computer Appiteatlons; (3 yeats/1-year). 
EHt^bility; class 12 with maths/commerce lor Bachelor and Graduate for 
PG Diploma. Written test: Octobers, 1996. Last date: September30.1996. 
Apply to; Buddha Institute ofTechnology, A1S, Patyavaran Complex, South 
of Saket, New Delhi -110 030 with a DD of Rs 60 payable to “Buddha 
Institute ofTechnology’. 

Defence 

National Defence Academy (NDA) and Combined Defence 
Services (COS): Exams have been rescheduled. New dates are; NDA on 
October 27.1996 and CDS on December 6,1996. 

Management 

1. PG Diploma In Management/Personnai Management; (2-year, 
full tima, 3-year, evening). Eligibility; Gtaduaiion with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test; Janua^ 5,1997. Last dtie; November 15,1996. Apply to; 
Admisslona Co-otdlnator, XLRI, CH Area (E), Jamshedpur - 831001 with 
a DO (ri Rs 500 in favour of “XLRI Jamshedpur’. 

2. Common Adffliasion Ibat (CAT) tar Intflan InstItutss of Man- 
a gente n t (PMe); To be held on December 8.1996. Eligibility: Graduation 
in any subject. CAT Bulletin avaNabie at State Bank of India branches on 
paym^ of Rs 600. Also available frcmt Senior Administrative Qf^, In- 
dan Instituto of Management Calcutta, Diamond Harbour Road,.iDka, 24 
Paiganas (South) • 743 512 with a OD of Rs650 favouring “Indian btsbtute 
of Managemerrt, Calcutta’. Lad date for receiving applications: October 
14,1996. 

3. PG Diploma In Managammit (2-year, iuH rime). Eli^lity. Qradu- 
alion erith mMmum 50% marks. Written test: CAT on December 8,1896. 
Apply ta: Administrative Office, Xavier Institute of Management, 
Bhutiafieahwar • 751013 with a OD ^ Rs 450 drawn in favour of “Xavier 


Institute of Management, Bhubaneshwar*. 

4. PG P rog ram me in Rurat Mmagament: (2-year, residential). 
Eligibility; Graduates with minimum 50% marks and 55% in their school. 
Written test; December 15,1996. Last date; October 31, ;l6d6. Apply to: 
Admissiotts Co-ordnator, Institute of Rural Management, Post Box No 60, 
Anand - 388 001 (Gujarat) with an addressed envelope with Rs 6 
stamps. 

5. MBA; (2 years, for women only). Written test; not specified. Eligi¬ 
bility; Graduate with minbnuffl 50% martui. Last date; September21,1996. 
Apply to: The Secretary, Banasthali Vidyapith, Rajasthan - 304 022 with a 
DDofRsSOO. 

6. Diploma In Business Management/EntrepraneureMp (3 
years): Last date; September 15,1996. Apply h>: Director, Indan Institute 
of Entrepreneurdiip and Management, 13 Institutional Area, New Delhi- 
110 003 with a DD of Rs 175. 

7. PG Programme in Planning and Management; (2-year, ful) 
time). Written test; not specified. Last date: October 12,1996. Apply to: 
Incfian Institute of Planning ad Management, 9 Institutional Area, Lodti 
Road, New Delhi -110 003 with a MO of Rs 300. 

8. BBM; (3 years)! Eligibility: Minimum 50% marks in da^ 12. Writ¬ 
ten test: September 29,1996. Last data; September 25,1996. Apply to: 
Shri Guru Ram Rai Institute of Technology and Science, Dehradun - 
248 001 with a DD of Rs 400. 

9i PG Diploma in Busineet Management: (2 years fuH time, 3 
years part time). Biglbility: Graduate with minimum 50% marks. Written 
test; MAT on December 1,1996. Last date; October 30,1996. Apply to: 
Institute of Productivity and Management, Resource House, Pocket G 
PaHavpuram, Meerut with a DD of Rs 500 and an application to AIMAfor 
MAT. 

MBA Rom Abroad 

Master of Busbtees Management (2 yearn from July 97), Mae- 
ter in Management (1 year); Apply to: The Director of Admissions, Asian 
Institute of Management, Joseph R. McMHdr^ Campus, 123 Paseo de 
Roxas, Legasd Village, MCPO Box 2095,1260 Makati Qty, Metro Manila, 

rFWtppMB. 

Bedel Work 

MJUPQOiptoma in BoeW Work: (2 years/l-year). Eiigibaity; Gradu¬ 
ation. Last date; Septmnber IS, 1996. A|^ to: Department of So^l Work, 
Lucknow Ikiiversity, Lucknow, with a DO d Rs 200 for M. A. and Rs 100 (or 
Diploma. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


"A truth that's told with bad intent 
beats all the lies that you can 
invent" 

William Blake 

In everyday life, behind each action 
there is always the shadow of intention 
that hovers and betrays our real face. 

Just as an intelligent enemy is preferable 
to a foolish friend, similarly a plain lie is 
better than truth told with bad intention. 
Ihith, though bitter, is not baneful if 
conveyed with the intention of removing 
the cobweb of lies, half-truths and 
deceptions that we weave around us 
Ihith without malice can vanquish all 
the lies that we may invent to throw 
dust into the eyes of otiters. But, if truth 
carries the garb of evil impulse turned 
into inimical intention, its face will 
become more ugly than all the lies, both 
black and white, that we conceive from 
time to time to serve our selfish ends, 
Truth is one of such beauties that needs 
no make-up or ill-intent to harm others. 

If our intention is to hit our opponent 
the hardest, the best course is not to 
distort truth to serve our evil design but 
to make use of other means, more 
malignant and mean, both m sum and 
substance. A man is known by the 
quality of his intentions much more than 
by the impact of his actions. 

"IVisdoin, like happiness, is like the 
Swedish sunset which is there all 
the time " 

Mark Tmin 

For the survival of human race 
through the most traumatic and tragic 
times, the element of wisdom has always 
played a pivotal role Just as happmess 
invigorates human emotioas and spreads 
sunshine both in and outside our daily 
experience, in the same vein wisdom 


spreads hope and knowledge when the 
dark clouds of ignorance and ill-will 
blind our vision and blur our mental 
faculties. Only the fools believe in the 
dictum "where ignorance is a bliss, it is 
folly to be wise". There is no real joy in 
being ignorant or inimical towards the 
creative and constructive forces that 
enable us to fight against the evils that 
try to thwart our march towards a better 
world. Those who keep their eyes closed, 
never see the rainbows nor do they come 
across the splendour of life that wisdom 
brings about in every walk and arena of 
human endeavour Wisdom like the 
Swedish sunset is omnipresent. It has to 
be propitiated with hard work and 
sincerity. 

"A little sincerity is a dangerous 
thing; and a great deal of it is 
absolutely fatal." 

Oscar Wilde 

A little of anything positive may 
pass unnoticed and unappreciated but 
an excess of the same may render the 
donor a prey to all sorts of tricks and 
taunts. Just as a little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing to live with, similarly 
too much of it at the cost of worldly 
obligations A little sincerity may be of 
no use to whom it is shown, just as 
sporadic charity helps neither the one 
who gives nor the one who receives. 
Where people have their own axe to 
grind and vested interests to watch, it is 
highly unworldly to deal with the people 
with miserly sincerity and then wait for 
some miraculous results. When people 
are used to excessive display of emo¬ 
tions, passions and possessions and 
where human bonds are measured on 
the scale of success, a drop of sincerity 
may prove as ineffective as a drop of 


watp- on a sand dune. If out of convic¬ 
tion and compassion, one were to 
indulge in too much of ^cerity, the 
crooks would not bat an eyelid to rob 
the smeere person of all his goodness in 
all forms. The noble person would rue 
the day he became ove^generous and 
thus fell an easy victim to the dubious 
designs of the world at large. 

"A poet looks at the world as a man 
looks at a woman." 

Wallace Stevens 
There is no denying the fact that a 
poet IS essentially a human being On 
the contrary, every human being is not 
necessarily a poet. If a poet looks at the 
world, for inspiration and ignition of his 
ideas and imagmation, he does so in his 
own umque style and subtlety For him 
the world at large represents a canvas of 
colours and contours, beauty and bhss. 
Away frorq the world, he cannot express 
the multi-faceted faces of lime and 
seasons, land-scapes and clouds, daily 
contacts with other fellows, m as cogent 
and creative a manner as he does when 
he develops a liking for the objects 
around. His infatuation with the world 
is as strong and serious as a man's first 
love for a woman when he looks at her 
and feels excited beyond words. The 
urge to look at a woman as an object of 
emotional fulfilment is as real with a 
man as a poet's admiration for the flora 
and fauna, streams and rivers, birds and 
rodents and a countless other objects of 
nature, that fuel his fancy and coax him 
to encompass the big and the bizarre 
into a few words and make his personal 
experience into universal exultation. A 
poet's eyes search the best that prevails 
around and thus he is the one who can 
see into the 'life of things'. 
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CAREER 

Careers after Senior Secondary/ 
Matriculation Education 


After completing senior secondary 
education students often find themselves 
at the cross roads. Most of the school 
leavers find themselves devoid of ad> 
equate information and, more often than 
not, land up in a career for which they have 
no aptitude and repent throughout their 
life for having made a wrong choice. In 
many cases the panmts or the guardians 
are also not fully conversant with the op¬ 
portunities nvailabie after schooling. This 
series of two articles aims at enumerating 
various opportunities which are available 
to the students after 10+2. 

UPSC Competitions 

There are two competitive examina¬ 
tions conducted every year by the 'Union 
Public Service Commission' (UPSC) for 
which minimum educational qualification 
is 10+2 pass or equivalent examination. 
First examination is Special Class Railway 
Apprenticeship Examination which is con¬ 
ducted once every year by the UPSC The 
candidates in the age group of 16 to 20 
years on 1st January of the year of exami¬ 
nation are eligible. All candidates with 12di 
class or equivalent with 1st division (any 
subjects) are eligible; candidates having 
second division with Mathematics, Phys¬ 
ics or Chemistry as one of the subjects are 
also eligible to compete. The examination 
is held every year generally in the month 
of July and every candidate is tested in 
seven subjects including English, Math¬ 
ematics (2 papers), Physics, Chemistry, 
General Knowledge and Psychological Test. 

Second in^rtant con^ietititve exami¬ 
nation conduct every year by the UPSC 
is the National Defence Academy Exami¬ 
nation. This examination is generally con¬ 
ducted twice every year during the months 
of May and Noveir^er and the candidates 
are tested in Mathematics and General 


Ability tests. The test on General Ability 
includes questions on reasoning, intelli- 
ga\ce. General Knowledge and English. All 
unmarried male candidates with 10+2 pass 
are eUgible for Army, Navy and Airforce, 
while for the Execubve Branch course at 
Naval Academy, the candidate should be 
10+2 examination pass with Mathematics, 
Physics and Chemistry. All those who pass 
the examination are ^en required to un¬ 
dergo a Services Selectbn Board (SSB) in- 
terview and a detailed medical 
examination before joining as Cadets at the 
National Defence Academy (NDA), 
Kharakvasla (Pune). After 3 years at NDA 
and one year in the Military, Naval or Air 
force academies, the cadets are commis¬ 
sioned into the services as Second Lieu¬ 
tenant/Acting Sub-l.ieu tenant / Pilot 
Officer respectively. 

Staff Selection Commission 

Staff Selection Commission (SSC) also 
holds a couple of competitive examina- 
tioas. The first in the senes is the stenog¬ 
raphers (Grade-D) competitive 
exammahon. The required age group is 18 
to 25 years and the minimum academic 
qualification required is Matriculation or 
equivalent exammadon. The examination 
lb generally held once in a year by the SSC 
through its six Regional Directorates at 
Delhi, Allahabad, Calcutta, Guwahati, 
Bombay and Madras and two Deputy Re¬ 
gional Directorates at Raipur and Banga¬ 
lore. The candidates are tested in two 
subjects, namely General Awareness and 
Test of Stenography. The successful candi¬ 
dates are inducted as Stenographers. 

The second competitive examination 
conducted by the SSC is the Clerks Grade 
Examination, in which aU persons widi the 
minimum academic quaUffcaticni of Ma¬ 
triculation or equivalent are eligible. The 


examination is conducted jointly through 
six Regional Directors and two Dy Regior^ 
Directors of the SSC. The examination is 
conducted once in a year at over 50 centres 
spread all over the country. The age limit 
for this examination is also 18 to 25 years. 
The candidates are tested in two subjects, 
namely General Awareness & Aptitude 
Test, and Mathematical Ability. 

Hotel Industry 

Tourism and hotel industry also offers 
many opportunities to the school leavers. 
There are a number of Hotel Management 
Catering and Nutrition Institutes ki the 
country including at New Delhi, Bombay, 
Madras, Calcutta, Bhubaneshwar, 
Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Jaipur, Srinagar, 
Hyderabad, Lucknow, Bhopal and Goa, In 
addition there arc several private institutes 
of Hotel Management. Most of these insti¬ 
tutes offer Diploma in Hotel Management, 
with spedaliktions in Front Office, Food 
and Beverages, House Keeping, Catering 
etc. Diploma course is generally of 3-year 
duration. The minimum educational quali¬ 
fication required is 10 + 2 wiffi at least 50 
per cent marks in Physics, Chemistry and 
Mathematics. The candidates are required 
to undergo and pass a Joint Entrance Ex¬ 
amination and interview. The candidates 
should be less than 22 years of age while 
appearing in the Jont Entrance Examina- 
tioa All the branches of Hotel Manage¬ 
ment Catering and Nutrition Institutes in 
Ae country have reservation for the pre¬ 
scribed calories as per the policy of the 
govenunent. 

In addition to the Diploma coiuses 
offered by the above mentioned institutes 
there are many Food Craft institutes in die 
country which offer various certificate 
courses. These Institutes are located at 
Aligarh, Alwaye, Faridabad, Clumdigailt, 
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Guwahati, Gwalior, Patna, New Delhi, 
Pune, Shiinla, Ihirudurapalli, Udaipur and 
Vishakhapatnam. One of the certificate 
courses offered is the Craftsmanship 
Course in Food Production which is of 
years duration and the second important 
certificate course is the Craftemanship 
Course in Food and Beverage service, 
which k of 24 weeks duration. Maximum 
age limit is 22 years and there k usual res¬ 
ervation for specified categories as per the 
government rules. 

Employment in Defence Services 

In addition to the NDA examination 
discussed earlier, thoe are several other 
opportunities to the male sdiool leavers 
with 10+2/Matriculation qualifications in 
all the duee branches of defence services, 
which are as under: 

(a) Indian Army: For recruitment into 
army, a revised system of Common En¬ 
trance Examination has been introduced 
recently. Thk examination ainrs at recruit¬ 
ing personnel in the other ranks namely 
Soldier (General Duty), Soldier Technical, 
Soldier (Clerk/Store Keeper) and Soldier 
(Nursing Assktant). There are certain 
physical standards prescribed and the 
male individuals having these standards 
of physique, and who are Matriculates can 
take the examination, as and when the 
vacancies are notified by the nearest 
Zonal/Branch Recruiting CMfice (ZRO/ 
BRO). The examination k conducted in 
four parts and Part-I is compulsory for all 
entries and part n, IH and IV are obliga¬ 
tory for Soldier (Technical), Soldier 
(Clerk/Store Keeper) and Soldier (Nurs¬ 
ing Assktant). 

(b) Indian Airforce: Indian Airforce 
also conducts an entrance examination for 
recruitment of Airmen in technical trades. 
After the examination, a zone wise com¬ 
mon merit Ikt k prepared and on the bask 
of merit, the candidates are called upon to 
join. Age limits for dus examination is 16 
to 19 years and educaticmai qualification 
k eithff 10+2 with Mathematics and Htys- 
ks or Matriculation or equivalent exami¬ 
nation with 60 per cmt rruurks and Science 
and Matherrutics as compulsory subjects. 
The persons who pass the written exami¬ 


nation are expected to possess prescribed 
physical starvlards. Initial engagement k 
for 20 years which may be extended upto 
55 years of age. 

(c) Indian Navy; Indian Navy pro¬ 
vides varied opportunities to the bri^t 
school leavers. A person having 10+2 
qualification with 70 per cent marks in 
Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics 
with Englkh as one of dte subjects upto 
at least Matriculation Examination can 
be inducted as an engineer. The success¬ 
ful candidates are enrolled as cadets who 
undergo an initial six-month orientation 
training at Naval Academy Goa, fol¬ 
lowed by 4-year engineering course at 
Naval Engineering College, Lonavala. 
After 3i6 years at die Engineering Col¬ 
lege the cadets are promot^ as Midship¬ 
men and on successful completion of the 
4-year course, they are given the rank of 
Acting Sub Lieutenant and are also 
awarded a B. Tech Degree by thejawahar 
Lai Nehru University, Delhi. Further in¬ 
formation can be obtained from the Di¬ 
rectorate of Manpower Plarming and 
Recruitment, ( R & R) Section, Naval 
Headquarters, Room No. 208, C-Wing, 
Sena Bhawan, New Delhi-110011. 

In addition, Indian Navy also offers 
opportunities for recruitment as Artificer 
Apprentices for aU those who possess 
matric or equivalent qualificaticHi with 
minimum of 45 per cent marks. Selection 
k again made on die bask of a conqietitive 
examination and the candidates are tested 
in Mathematics, English and Science at ail 
the recruiting offices. The successful can¬ 
didates are required to undergo an inter¬ 
view and medical examination. Successful 
candidates are then requited to undergo 
training for years arid additional pr«> 
deal training of 6 mondis onboard in any 
of the ships of Indian Navy. After success¬ 
ful training they are promoted as Artificer 
IVdi class and are respcHisiUe for the main¬ 
tenance of mechanical and electrical ma¬ 
chinery on the ships. 

(4 Coast Guards; Coast Guard k an 
Armed Force created for protection and 
regulation of coastal activities in Indk. It 
offers opportunities to the Sdhool leavers 
as Goie^ Duty Pilot/Navigators and 
Vhntriks/ledinical Sailors. A person with 


10+2 qualifications and a current comme^ 
dal Pilot licetKee between the age of 19-25 
years may join as pifot/navigatoi. Short¬ 
listed canffi^tes ne called for written test/ 
interview before final selection k made. 
Die minimum qualification for recniit- 
moit to the post of Yantriks or Coast 
Guard k Matriculation and Diploma in 
Mechanical/Electrical/Electronics/Aero¬ 
nautical Engineering with atleast 45 per 
cent marks. Short-lkted candidates ate 
called for test and interview at die conve¬ 
nient centres. 

(e) Merchant Navy: Merdiant Navy 
also offers attractive openings. The open¬ 
ing to thk important career k through a 
two-year Navigation Course on T.S. 
Rajendra (a training Ship) Bombay, and 4- 
year Marine Engineering Course at DMET 
Calcutta. An entrance examination k con¬ 
ducted every year by the government for 
admksion to the above courses. The can¬ 
didates are tested in English, Physics, 
Mathematics and Chemktry. The eligibil¬ 
ity k 12th pass under 10+2 or equivalent 
examination with Physics, Chemktry and 
Matiiematics. The detailed information on 
careers in merchant navy may be had from 
the Directorate General of Slipping, Jahaz 
Bhawan, Walchand Hirachand Marg, 
Ballard Estate, Bombay—400038, or hrom 
the Controller^ DGs Entrance Examination, 
Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan, SP. Jain Institute 
of Mariagement & Research, Munshi Nagai; 
Dadabhai Road, Andheri (VMi»t) Bombay- 
400058. 

(f) Protective Services: There are 
many protective services in the form of 
paramilitary forces under die govem- 
iqent of Indk and even die State gov- 
errunents, under which a school leaver 
may seek career. Diese services indude 
Border Security Force, Central Reserve 
Police Force, Central Industrial Security 
Force, Indo-Dbetan Border Police, Rail¬ 
way Protection Force, State Police De¬ 
partment, State Forest Department, Fire 
Services Department of the States etc. A 
matriculate/10+2 candidate may join as 
a Constable, Guard, Navik or even As¬ 
sktant Sub Injector. The vacancies are 
notified by the concerned agendes from 
time to forte. 

(fo be contfoued) 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 

Shed Lazy Thinking 


TT is a pity that man's brain cannot be 
Juaken out and overhauled, cleaned and 
put in order again. Many have a brain that 
needs overhauling. It has grown rusty or 
mouldy. It caimot thmk ah^. It is caught 
in a rut. 

Yet, dtere is nodiing to despair. Many 
have re-structured their thinking by di^ 
carding the mental rubbish and have 
started a new life of success and influence. 

The brain (read thinking) is either 
passive or active. It may be as passive as a 
gramophone record. Or it may be active. It 
may "study" facts, analyse and create opin¬ 
ions and "order" ftesh improvements. 

Scientists who have studied and dis¬ 
sected many human brains say that the 
average brain is only one-tenth developed. 
The pointer is significant—our thinking has 
inunense untapped potential. Ib realize it 
to the utmost, it is essential not only to 
develop the passive part of the brain but 
also to shed lazy thinking. 

Richard has detoed thinking as 
"die process of arranging experience into 
patterns". Patterns do come handy, but 
these result in generalisations and over sim¬ 
plifications. They rob us of hard diinking. 

Many of us do not want to dtink hari 
for oursdves. We want our diinking to be 
readymade for us. It is beause we find it 
easier to go easy ways. Many prefer men¬ 
tal and intellect^ crutches. Since our vari¬ 
ous Acuities ate meant to be used and 
exercised, allowing them to stagnate is 
equal to our own Overall stagrtation. 

When we say tiiat personality is al¬ 
ways in a state of flux, we mean that it is 
captdite of diange. Whedier the char^ is 
for good or bad, is another diiitg. People 
grow and develop; people deteriorate and 
stagnate. The secret of bodt lies in thar 

thoughts- 

bsac Tkylor puts it: "Thinking, not 
growth, makM motihood. Accu^m your¬ 


self, dwrefore, to diinkii^. Set yourself to 
understand whatever you see at read. To 
join thinking with reading is one of the 
first maxims and one of die easiest opera¬ 
tions." 

Atrophy 

E every-day life, we come across thou- 
nds of exanqiles that make life and its 
conqriicated situations somewhat simple 
but ^wly deprive us of our faculty to think 
for ourselves which leads to a gradual in¬ 
tellectual atrophy. That is why it is said 
that second and seasoned thoughts are the 
best. 

Some time back a senior journalist 
asked this writer as to what I drought of 
my new batch of students. I replied, 'Tt is ■ 
too early to form any opinion. I want mote 
time for that." Hasty opinions come finim 
unboiled thoughts. 

Proverbs contribute considerably in 
die formulation of this kind of thinl^g. 
"The face is the index of the mind", "Pro¬ 
crastination is the thief of time", etc. etc. 

On closer examinatiiHi, such maxims 
can often be refuted and contradicted. 
Sometimes many such widely accepted and 
used proverbs actually contradict each 
other. 

Provide yourself with cmitradictions 
to die proved givoi above and see die 
diflerence. This exercise needs the use of 
your mental fiiculty whereas jmt accept¬ 
ing the aforesaid slmws mental status quo. 

Such thinking requires no effort. 
Gradually, we acquire the habit rtf using 
readymade diinking whidi becomes our 
moital flagship. Our faculty to think for 
ourselves diniinishes. We find it hard, 
sometimes inpossihle, to analyse or dis¬ 
sect situations to arrive at rational conclu- 
sions. 

Johnson says, "Mankind has a great 


avCTsion to intellectual labour; but even 
supposing knowledge to be eaaly attain¬ 
able, more people would be content to be 
ignorant than would take even a little 
trouble to acquire it." 

Vk rob ourselves of the joy of creative 
dunking. By creative, I do not mean com¬ 
posing a poem, wtitii^a novel or compos¬ 
ing music. I simply mean a certain intight 
into die affairs (d the world whidi enrfoles 
us to sort out complex situations. It comes 
from constant sharpening of our mental and 
intellectual faculties. Status-quo thinking 
is a serious obstacle to such creative effort. 

For example, if mankind had bhndly 
adhered to the theory—genius is bom, not 
made—die role of hard work in shaping 
the genius would have remained HI a limbo. 

Once we form the habit of lazy think-, 
ing, we surrender the faculty to sort out 
situations. Our reflexes make us react al¬ 
most unthinkingly which takes a heavy tdl 
of delicate human relationships. ' 

Atale-bearer comes and whips up our 
mind against a frioid. We accept hk story 
bdieve him blindly and perhaps pick up a 
row, lose sleep, or ditch a well-meaning 
fidend. 

This non-thinking results in strati¬ 
fication of the mind. We tend to dassify 
human bcinj^, situations and human 
behaviour into two narrow cat^oiies-- 
good and bad. This might be foe ulti¬ 
mate in simplification but it is also the 
ultimate in credulity 

Once foe critical faculty atrophies, 
foe mind seeks easy avenues to support 
the soft options. This conqiels us to be¬ 
lieve readily ail our good points, real or 
Bujqiosed. 

By foe same token, we believe in 
c^r's foortcommgs and overlook fodr 
good points. Could anything be more 
harmful to die promotion of human un¬ 
derstanding? 
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We may divide people into who think 
for themselves and those think through 
others. The latter are the rule, the former 
the exception. 

The ill effects of lazy thinking are seen 
in the conflict between the generations and 
in marital relationships. The much-talked- 
about generation gap is almost wholly a 
product of this think^g. People from each 
end of the gap repeat, "youngsters are dis¬ 
respectful", and "Elders do not understand 
our aspirations". 

These are flushed reactions of lazy 
thinking. In matters of prudence, con¬ 
sidered thoughts should be taken as 
guides. 

The gap can be narrowed down con¬ 
siderably by examining each case on its 
merit. Both the parties have to go by ratio¬ 
nale, not prqudice. 

In the friendly sphere, the friends fail 
to judge one incident of misunderstanding 
on its merit. Their prejudices bring in other 
matters and widen the area of friction. They 
fling accusations at each other. The verbal 
gunfire is on. All because it is the first re¬ 
action—thoughtless. 

They are victims of lazy thinking. 
They have not cultivated the art of look- 
iirg at situations with detachment, ratio- 
luile and judgement. They lose control of 
tire situation because they are unable to 
see beyond the nose. 

Thoughts come into the mind if some 
avenues are open and alert. They go out 
because some avenues we never open vol¬ 
untarily! 

The tame surrender of the alert fac¬ 
ulty is a boon to swindlers and sadhus of 
dubious character. Many people, given to 
the habit of lazy thinking, unquestioningly 
accept postulates, principles and persons 
and then go about praising tiiem to the 


skies. They come to grief. 

Subtle Shades 

T he worst outcome of this blunderous 
thinking is our seeing everything in two 
colours: black and white. We ignore all 
other colours and subtle shades. Such 
thinking has serious pitfalls. It hampers 
growth and development of personality. 

A person who feels very strongly 
about drinking remarks quite often that 
those who drink are "characterless" people 
whatever the tean means. 

Surely, he Imows that there are sev¬ 
eral categories of imbibers and not all can 
be painted black with the same brush. But 
so strong is the person's prejudice, which 
is but a pre-conceived notion, he is too 
willing to see them either in the gutter or 
on the gallows. 

The person who displays such unbal¬ 
anced tendencies in his thinking may be 
secretly nursing an unconscious desire for 
indulgence in drink. Therefore, he puts on 
black-and-white blinkers. 

Closely allied to tiiis malady and equally 
flimsy in its content is automatic praise which 
often degenerates into sycophai^. A look at 
tite Congress (1) culture reveals more than is 
needed to clinch this point. Gandhis are ever 
Congressman's "my leaders", "dynamic lead¬ 
ers". There are no otiier shades in thdr char¬ 
acter except the pink! 

Look at the women and men at parties 
where everything Indian is "trashy" and ev¬ 
erything foreign "swell". "Fanta-a-a—stic". 

I agree with those who say that "think¬ 
ing" is a very difficult thing to do. These 
are reasons for it. 

Right from our young days, our minds 
are assaulted with millions of ideas, facts 
and objects, impressions and experiences. 


It is not easy to manage them all. hr order to 
bring about some sec^lance of order in this 
chaotic world of cUsordec we &nd it conve¬ 
nient to put tirem in "groups" or "laljd" titem 
so that "thinking" becomes easier 

It has its dangers. Suppose a librarian, 
instead of classifying boote subjectwise tells 
his staff, "put all 100-page books in shelf 
one." Imagine tire result. Some classics will 
be rubbing covers with trashy stuff. 

What will be the result if we say; "All 
birds are equal." It means the parrot is the 
same thing as the hawk because both are 
"birds". "All four-footed animals are alike" 
which puts the gentle cow along with the 
ferocious tiger. 

We do not judge persons and tilings 
by their respective qualities but by our own 
notions about them. "All ministers are 
corrupt" because we have a bad experi¬ 
ence with one. 

We accept these myths because we do 
not think. Even newspapers and other 
mediamen fall into the trap. Recall how Rajiv 
Gandhi was drenched into profuse showers 
of praise when he undeservedly became the 
Prime Minister of this country. Of tfiinking, 
it has been said by William Cowper: The 
rich are indolent. The poor are weak. Nei¬ 
ther can stand the fatigue of thinking. 

Here are a few helpful hints; 

■ Nurture your mind with fresh thoughts. 
Discard the banal. 

■Avoid sweeping generalizations. Dispel 
stereotypes. 

■ Deliberately topsy-turvy the long-ac¬ 
cepted generalizations. You will culti¬ 
vate an active brain. 

■ Reverse the proverb. Or find its contra¬ 
diction. You will be pleasantly surprised. 

■ Carefully examine the quotations used 
in this article. This exercise in itself will 
yield some positive results. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 


General Studies 

Solved Questions from the Previous Years'General Studies Papers 


Q. 1. What is the position of the Supreme Court under the 
Constitution of India? Discuss its role as guardian of the Consti* 
tution. (Alvntl 251) ironic) 

Civil birvim (Main) 1995 
Ans. 1. Indian Cimt.tilulJOii enornunis quantum of 

powers to the Supreme Court of India and it is said ttiat the Indian 
Supreme Court has wider jurisdiction and more powers than any 
of highest courts in the world U ls iJie federal court, the highest 
court of appeal and the guardian of the Constitution. American 
Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction only pertaining to the 
cases arismg out ot federal relationships and Constitutional \ a- 


Q. 2. Answer the following: Mnsioer to eudi question should 
be in about 150 words) 

(a) Explain the grounds on which the President canpiodaim 
a state of Emergency. Give examples from Indian experiaice 

(b) What changes, according to you, have taken place in die 
power structure in rural India in recent decade? 

Civil Services (Mam) 1995 

Ans. 2. Indian Constitution provides for some extra-ordi* 
nary powers upon the Union government in case of emergenci«. 
These emergency provisions enable the Union government to 
assume the strength of a unitary system to combat die extra-ordi- 


lidity of laws. Indian Suprenic ( ourl. on the other hand, is tlie ' nary situation arismg internally or externally. The grounds on 


highest appellate court tor even civil and criminal cases. It i> also 
the highest u>iirt ot appeal tor the decisions of various tribunals 
in the country. In addition, 


Indian Constitution enjoys 
wider pove ers and responsibil¬ 
ity in the matters pertaining lo 
its advisory limction. Presi¬ 
dent of India may refer any 
matter to the Supreme Court 
for its advice. 

Since mid-eighties, the 
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 
has added a new dimension 


I Vitf feat lire Iws imi '^peciallii preftared to help the aspiring 

I eandidales of Civil ServLes (Mams) examination have an idea of 

type o(ipie-^lum< ttial are asked m the Ccneral Studies paper and 
the way these qnesitons arc to be answered. This issue like the 
prmmis issue incorporates qinvlionsfromprernous papers. No¬ 
vember '% «Ha Decembei '96 issues will carry expected ques¬ 
tions Readers arc invited to send us any specific topic or question 
Hbit they would like us lo include in this feature. 


to the role of Supreme Court. 

Though not mentioned in the Constitution, PIL has empow¬ 
ered the judiciary in general and the Supreme Court in particu¬ 
lar, virtually unlimited jurisdiction m entertaining the matters 
of the Public Interest. It lias substantially strengthened the posi¬ 
tion of the Supreme Court in the political system oi the 
country. 

As a Guardian of the Constitution: Almost ail theapex courts 
have the power to declare as void any act ot tlie government 
which is unconstitutional. But, Indian Coaslitution does not pro¬ 
vide for judiciary's control over the legislature. However, Article 
13 of the Constitution asserts that any law w'hich contravenes any 


which the President of India may declare a state of emergency in 
the country are as under; 

(f) Ad emcrgency under 

,. , , TT Article 352 of the Constitution 

ly prepared to help the aspiring • ■ j ^ i 

j r arismg due to war, external 

istexamiimtionlmveanideapf , , ... 

If. j' j aggression or armed rebelhon. 

W8tet«dof*armed 

' answered. This issue like the . j , ■ 

rebellion , the words "mtemal 
ions from pretnous papers. No- j- . . „ 

M a J disturbance were existing, 

sues will cam/ expected qiies- ... i j i. 

.£ •' ' which were replaced by the 

IS any specific topic or question „ ... . 

I • 'll /1 44th Constitutional amend- 

le in this feature. a tu - • i h j 

^ ment. This is also called na* 

■■ ■ ■ M iiiB II I tional emergency. 


(if) Article 356 of the Con¬ 
stitution provides for a proclamation of emergency for particular 
Stale on the grounds of failure of Constitutional machinery. The 
word emergency, however, is generally used for national emer¬ 
gencies only. 

(hi) Article 360 of the Constitution provides for proclamation 
ot a financial emergency. 

In India, first prociamation of emergency was made under 
Article 352 on October 26,1%2 at the time of Chinese aggression. 
This emergency was revoked by tlvcP^ident on January 10,1968. 
Second emergency was declared by Ae President lawier Aftlde 
352 on December 3,1971 when Pakistan launched an attack on 


of the provisions of Fundamental Rights shall be void. The powc • j India. The emergency continued upto 25^1 June, 1975 when flie 


of Judicial Review has not been specially provided for in the Con¬ 
stitution but the Supreme Court has held that the Constitution 
being the organic law, any law or act of the legislature or tlie 
executive wWch aims at altering the "basic structure" of the Con¬ 
stitution shall be void. 


third proclamation of emergency was made under Article 352 on 
the grounds of internal disturbance. Both these proclamations were 
revoked in March 1977. 

Ans. 2, (^) At the village level the political power still flows 
from the level of economic pnasperity. At the time of indepen- 
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dence, there were glaring inequalities of income and land hold¬ 
ings.. Power was in the hands of a few land-lords. Level of edu¬ 
cation and knowledge was very poor among the masses. Weaker 
sections of the society were sdll being exploited. Maladies like 
tenancies and bonded labour were rampant. There was hardly 
any democratic power with the rural masses. 

But the last few decades have witnessed many changes which 
have resulted in gradual but steady changes in power structures 
in the rural areas of the country. Effective implementation of the 
land reforms has ensured land availability to the landless and 
ownership rights to the tenant. Land ceiling acts of the States 
have imposed restrictions on the land holdings beyond the limits 
put by the government, which also resulted in restricting the 
power enjoyed by traditionally 'strong' persons. Further, the 
poverty alleviation programmes and other programmes aimed at 
rural developments have significantly empowered the weaker 
sections. The "Green Revolution" has fur^r strengthened the 
poor sections. 

Democratic system in the country has been an important 
factor in strengthening the hands of hitherto weaker sections. 
Indian democracy is emerging stronger after successive elections. 
Reservation to the weaker sections has helped in increasing their 
percentage in the public service. Recent amendment to the Con¬ 
stitution, pertaining to the Panchayati Raj has not only resulted i 
in strengthening the Panchayati Raj institutions but has also 
empowered women and other weaker sections by providing them 
with the authority to take commimity decisions in a decentralised 
democratic set up. 

Q. 3. Both Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru 
were interested in India's economic development but there were 
some basic differences in their approach to this problem. Point 
out clearly those basic differences. (About 200 words). 

Civil Services (Mam) 1985 

Ans. 3. There are no two opinions that both Mahatma Gandhi 
and Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru were very keen on the rapid eco¬ 
nomic development of India. Though the ends were the same, 
means propagated by both were at variance. There were some 
basic differences in the approach of these two leaders towards 
this problem and some of these differences are as under: 

(a) Pt. Nehru was greatly impressed by heavy investment 
model of development adopted by erstwhile USSR and believed 
in development of key and basic industries to ensure rapid eco¬ 
nomic development. He believed that it was only heavy 
industrialisation which could result in rapid development of the 
coimtry. Mahatma Gandhi, on the other ^nd, believed that in a 
country like India, small scale and cottage industries held the 
key to rapid development, as it would provide work to every 
hand in the rural areas. That is why Gandhi was the main pro¬ 
ponent of khadi and called it the panacea for most of the eco¬ 
nomic problems in India. 

(b) While Pandit Nelyu believed in heavy capital intensive 
technologies, Gandhi favoured labour-intensive indigenous tech¬ 
nologies in the industries. 


(c) Gandhi believed that the local industries ^ould be so 
well-developed in the rural areas as to make every village a self- 
sufficient unit, where most of the local needs were met by such 
small and indigenous industries. Pandit Nehru, on ffie offier 
hand, believed in modern method of development which are 

, more productive and efficient. 

(d) Pandit Nehru propagated that every person should have 
a scientific temperament and he himself believed in the develop¬ 
ment of science and technology, so that its application may ben¬ 
efit the society at large. Mahatma Gandhi was more practical and 
believed that locally produced parts/machines may prove to be 
more efficient and rural and traditional technologies may be more 
effective in achieving rapid rate of economic growth in an agrar¬ 
ian society like ours. 

(c) Gandhian model of rural development was based on 
democratic and financial decentralisation but Nehru was not a 
strong supporter of this concept. 

(/) Gandhi's views on community ownership of resources 
and assets and the concept of trusteeship are peculiar feature of 
his thinking on economic development. He believed that the 
private owners of assets should act and behave as trustees of the 
resources of the community at large. 

I Q. 4. (a) Discuss the political, social and economic character¬ 
istics of the Indian State. (About 250 words). 

(b) Keeping in view the political developments in India, 
explain how the need tot national integration and the urge for 
regional autonomy can be reconciled. (About 250 words). 

Civil Scri'ices (Main) 1985 

Ans. 4 (a) Characteristics of Indian State emanate from the 
Constitutional provisions, government policies and other legis¬ 
lations prevailing in the country. The following are, in brief, 
political, social and economic characteristics of Indian State. 

(/) Political Characteristics; India is sovereign socialist, secu¬ 
lar, democratic republic, with rule of law, liberty and equality 
granted to citizens by the Constitution as the hallmarks of its 
political characteristics. In addition, India is a federal State with 

I strong unitary tendencies, more particularly in the emergencies. 
Fundamental Rights to its citizens and the Directive Principles 
are two special characteristics of Indian Constitution. With single 
citizenship and moderately rigid provisions for amendii^ the 
Constitution, India has chosen a parliamentary form of govern¬ 
ment. Complete independence of judiciary and election machin¬ 
ery are the two features which are unmatched by most of the 
developing nations. 

(it) Social Characteristics: Indian State is socialist and secu¬ 
lar in nature and there is no discrimination on the basis of caste, 
creed, sex or religion. Promoting the fraternity among various 
communities is another important feature. Indian State also 
endeavours social equity and justice by providing for several 
measures and special provisions for upliftment of weaker sec¬ 
tions of the society, so that the exploitation of centuries is gradu¬ 
ally undone. Socialistic pattern of society is not merely an c4)jective 
but it is a deeply rooted policy aiming at ownership eff resources 
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hf tfte society as such. 

(Hi) Economic Chanctmistics: Economic justice and social¬ 
istic pattern ue among die most important economic character¬ 
istics of Indian ^te. Piognssive taxation laws, rural development 
programmes, programmes for upliftment of the economically 
weaker sections are the policy measures in pursuance to the above 
characteristics. Land r^orms were the other policy measures 
which ensured ownership rights to the tenants and diotment of 
land to the landless. Otter important economic characteristics 
are the concept of mixed economy and emphasis on the redistri¬ 
bution of ecormmic resources. 

Ans. (b) Natioruil unity and integrity have been the two 
major ol^tives of every govenunent in India. The historic per- 
^lective in which Indian Union emerged also depended largely 
on integration of many princely as well as British-ruled States, 
resulting in the formation of present-day Union of States. Indian 
Constitution provides for a federal system with a strong unitary 
bias. The functioning of the Constitution, during the past over 
four and a half decades, has, however, resulted in demand for 
more autonomy by many States and regions. Such demands, 
in many cases even assumed the tone of being separatist. The 
agitations/movements in Assam, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu, J & 
K, Punjab, West Bengal (Darjeeling) and Bihar (Jharkhand) 
are such examples. 

Under such a scenario, it is often argued that the demand 
for regional autonomy runs contrary to the objective of na¬ 
tional integration. It is further argued that in a political system 
like ours, it may not be in the interest of national integrity to 
weaken the strong Centre. It is further said that any dilution of 
authority of the Centre would result in undue strengthening of 
the States which could pose danger to the national unity in 
future. 

But of late, political developments in the country have 
indicated that the fears may be ill-tounded. The demand for 
more autonomy for States has been accepted in principle by 
successive governments. Formation of Sarkana Commission 
was an exercise in this direction. With the rise of regional par¬ 
ties on the horizon of Indian democratic set up in the recent 
years, the demand is likely to be reinforced. If 1996 General 
Election results are any indication, regional parties are going 
to have a larger role in formation of Union governments in the 
near future. It also means that the governments at the Centre 
shall have to consider the need for greater autonomy to the 
regions/States. It, therefore, need not interfere with the over¬ 
all objective of national integrity, if implemented with caution 
and sincerity. 

Q. S. Identify and analyse a few major management prob¬ 
lems whidi the Indian public enterprises are facing today. In the 
lig^t of your analysis would you advocate "privatuation" of some 
of our public enterprises, (about 250 mrdSi. 

Civil Services (Main) 1990 

Ans. 5. Most of die Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs) are to¬ 
day teang many problems. High expectations from these enter¬ 


prises have put additional pressure on them. During early fifties 
and sixties, it was expect^ that die growing PSEs would live 
upto the expectations of the counhry in the coihing years. But 
seventies and eighties witnessed severe degeneration of these 
enterprises, resulting in poor performance. It has been felt that 
the I%Es are facing several management problems which are 
largely responsible for their decay. Some of the major manage-' 
ment problems arc as under; 

(a) Lack of Professionalism 

(b) Lack of Accountability 

(c) Inadequacy of top management 

(d) Wbak Financial Management 

(e) Han%ai^pniviskn for Human ResouneDevdkprnemfHRDl 

Policy of Privatisation: Privatisation is of many types and 

includes outright sale of units, leasing out some units to private 
parties, disinvestment of govermnenl equity to some extent, etc. 
Privatisation in any of the above forms is often advocated as 
panacea to overcome most of the above management related 
problems. In India, the process of reforms also brought vrith itself 
the concept of privatisation by way of disinvestment of public 
equity, maximum to the extent of 49 per cent. It is argu^ that 
{ such a policy would bring in some quantum of private capital in 
j the PSEs, thereby introducing more professionalism and account- 
1 ability. Further, it is argued that the functioning would be de- 
bureaucratised and these enterprises would be run in more 
business-like manner. But die experience of 50 odd enterprfees 
over the past over 4 years now, has indicated that disinvestment 
has not been able to achieve most of its objectives, as not much 
of change has been witnessed in the management processes. 
Government being the major share holder, continues to exercise 
its control over such PSEs. Hence, this policy atone cannot be 
said to remedy all the ailments of PSEs. Moreover, the policy also 
runs contrary to the very pWlosophy of the public sector. Hence, 
unless the PSEs are given more autonomy, and professionalism 
is duly inducted in their ranks, privatisation alone may find it 
difficult to result in revamping of the PSEs. 

Q. 6. Answer the folllowing: 

i (a) "The Minto-Morley Reforms did not and could not pro¬ 
vide an answer to Indian problems." Explain. 

(b) "The Lucknow pact of 1916 was signed without regard 
for its consequences." Elucidate. (About 50 words each). 

Civil Services (Main) 1993 

Ans. 6. (a) The Minto-Morley Reforms or the Act of 1909 
introduced several changes by providing some Constitutional 
concessions. Measures included increasing the nuntoer of elected 
members in the Imperial Legislative Council and the Provincial 
Councils, authorising the councillors to ask supplementary ques¬ 
tions, power to discuss and vote the budgets, providing power 
to the councillors to uiitiate le^lations on the matters of public 
interest and providing a system erf separate electorate by group¬ 
ing Muslims in separate constihiencies. 

But, toe reforms introduced were considered to be inad¬ 
equate. Most of the elected members were elected indirectly by 
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the l6wcr administrative institutions and most of the seats were 
reserved for landlords and British capitalists. For example, out of 
68 members of the Imperial Legislative Council only 27 were 
elected members out of which six seats were reserved for land¬ 
lords and two for British capitalists. Further, the Councils had no 
real power and were mainly advisory in nature and hence did 
little to further the cause of democracy in India. The system of 
separate electorate also harmed the efforts of naticmal uriification 
and sowed the seeds of separation. 

Ans. 6. {b) The immediate aim of signing the Lucknow Pact 
was to forge Hindu-Muslim unity. The efforts to sign the pact 
were made by none other than Muhammed Ali Jinnah and 
Lokmanya Hlak. With the coitunon goal of fighting the British, 
both the communities joined hands by putting forward a joint 
scheme of separate electorate and demanded self-government 
for India at an early date. 

Although Lucknow Pact was a major step ahead in the 
Hindu-Muslim unity, yet it did not have the desired long-term 
effect as the masses from both the communities were not in¬ 
volved in this decision. The precarious principle of separate elec¬ 
torate proved to a detriment to the unity of both the communities, 
which could not be visualised when the Pact was signed. In their 
eagerness to oust the alien power, the Indian leaders inadvert¬ 
ently compromised with the principle of secularism which proved 
hariidul in future. 

Q. 7. Answer of the followi ng: (A n.suvr to each question should 
be in about 150 words). 

(a) Does reduction in fiscal deficit necessarily assure reduc¬ 
tion in inflaticm? 

(b) What policy has the government of India adopted in 
recent years to protect our environment, control pollution and 
maintain ecological balance? State briefly. 

(c) Do you think that income tax reduces economic incen¬ 
tives? Give your reasons. 

(d) What has been the rationale for deregulating commercial 
banks lending rates as a policy strategy? 

Civil Services (Mam) 1995 

Ans. 7. (a) Inspite of reasonably good performance of the 
economy durmg the past several years, mounting fiscal deficit is 
creating serious problems for the policy makers. Government 
has taken various steps to keep the fiscal deficit in check but the 
desired results are not forthcoming. HU recently, the higher fiscal 
deficit was also "coinciding with high rate of inflation". During 
tire year 1990-91, the fiscal deficit as percentage of the GDP reached 
a record level of 8.3 per cent, pulling tiie inflation rate also be¬ 
yond double-digit barrier. It is argued at times that an increase 
in inflation rate has a positive correlation with the level of the 
fiscal deficit as percentage of the GDP and vice versa. Hence, it 
is also said that a reduction in fiscal deficit would result in a 
reduction in the rate of inffotion. 

A reduction or increase in fiscal deficit is certainly going to 
have an impact on the price level, but it necessarily may not 
result in corresponding change in mflation rate. The reason is 


simple. Fiscal deficitis only one of tire many factors influencing 
the rate of inflation. Some of the other factors like higher wages, 
increased interest cates, expensive imports, reduction in the 
value of rupee vis-a-vis foreign exchange, increase in admin¬ 
istered prices, increased rates of transportation, etc are inde¬ 
pendent of fiscal deficit but directly affect the price level. It 
would be wrong to conclude that a reduction in fiscal deficit 
would necessarily result in a reduction in the rate of inflation, 
and vice versa, 

Ans. 7 (b) Environmental degradation, defor^tation, increas¬ 
ing levels of poUution and ecological imbalance are some of the 
causes of serious concern of the country today. The process of 
development is known to bring aU these maladies to the fore in 
all developing nations. Recognizing the need to restore the eco¬ 
logical balance, the government of India has adopted certain 
subtle policy measures in the past. In a rapidly developing sys¬ 
tem like ours, where pressure of increasing population aggra¬ 
vates the situation, the threats to ali natural eco-systems come 
from pollution, excessive use and destruction. 

Eghth Five Year Plan dwument clearly spells out the strat¬ 
egy followed by the government for protection of environment, 
pollution control and maintenance of ecological balance. Na¬ 
tional Forest Policy of 1988, The Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, 
as amended in 1988, National \^fildlifc Action Plan, Environment 
Protection Act 1986, the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollu¬ 
tion) Act 1981, as amended in 1987, are some of the legislative 
and structured policy measures adopted by the government. In 
addition, regeneration and restoration of degraded ecosystems 
are funded and encouraged by the government. Developing the 
understanding of nature and natural processes through media 
research and training institutions, energy conservation measures, 
control of industrial waste, both solid and liquid, are some of the 
other policy measures. Forest and Wildlife Policy, Ganga Action 
Plan and Afforestation Programme are some of the policy mea¬ 
sures having direct and positive impact on the problem areas. All 
these policies are generously funded by the government of India 
and have made considerable impact on ecology and environ¬ 
ment in the country. 

Ans. 7. (c) All the direct taxes have special qualities that 
firstly, these cannot be shifted and secondly their incidence 
and impact is on the same person. Psychologically also, a minor 
increase in the direct taxes may appear pinching while rela¬ 
tively heavier dose of indirect taxes may be ignored. Income 
tax is also no exception. At times it is argued that income tax 
reduces the economic incentive. In other words, imposition of 
income tax acts as a disincentive from tvorking Irerder and 
earning more. , 

The above feeling may come at the level of individuals, 
when viewed purely from the selfish motive. But in general the 
concept of Income Tkx is based on the principle of social equity. 
Individuals and businessmen eaiming more incomes and profits 
have increasing responsibility towards the society as a whole. 
This principle of equity further postulates the ideal of redistribu¬ 
tion of economic resources. Hence, the persons with higher fo¬ 
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come levels are required to bear the burden for providing basic 
amenities to the weaker and poorer sections. 

Notwithstanding the ratioiuile of socio-economic equity, 
excessive rate of income tax also tend to turn into disincentive to 
the; hardworking and higher income earning persons. With a 
progressive tax rate slabs, higher income earners not only have 
to pay higher taxes, but they have to pay taxes at higher rates as 
tlwir incomes increase beyond prescribed limits/slabs. For ex¬ 
ample, a company may have to pay a certain percentage of its 
income towards taxes. But another company which is more effi¬ 
cient and achieves higher level of profits will have to pay tax at 
the higher rate beyond prescribed limits. This is, thus, inter¬ 
preted as cxTonomic disincentives for being more efficient and 
productive. But there is no other way, as this policy of progres¬ 
sive direct taxation is based on another principle of taxation 
called "capacity to pay". Moreover, the marginal utility of 
money, like other consumption goods is also reduced gradu¬ 
ally at higher levels of mcome, aldiough the principle of dimin¬ 
ishing marginal utility does not apply to money in its strict 
sense. Hence this "sacrifice" on part of the persons/entities 
having higher capacity to pay, forms the core of the principle of 
progressive direct taxes and though, may result in reduced 
incentives in strict sense, yet this type of taxation is in the 
overall interest of the community, more particularly in devel¬ 
oping economy like ours where socio-economic equity is the 
major objective of planning process. 

Ans. 7, (tf) Till recently, regulation of interest rates by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been the hallmark of Indian 
monetary policy. It was argued that in a planned and develop¬ 
ing economy like ours, interest rates not only act as lending 
rates, but are also used as policy measures to regulate the money 
supply, control the inflation rate and regulate the expansion of 
credit. With the onset of the process of structural reforms, a lot 
of deregulation of the economy was done. There was also a talk 
of complete deregulation of interest rates. Complete deregula¬ 
tion of interest rales has still remained a pipe dream but re¬ 
cently, the RBI announced deregulation of lending rates of the 
commercial banks. As a result, all the commercial banks are free 
to determine the interest rates for given projects within the 
broad prescribed limits by carrying out the feasibility studies 
of the said project at their own level. Earlier, the RBI used to 
prescribe lending rates for all the corrunercial banks taken to¬ 
gether, depending upon the sector of the economy, duration of 
the loan and the policy of the government. The new strategy 
has given freedom to the commercial banks to evaluate the 
business proposals at their own level and decide about the rate 
of interest to be charged by them, at their own level. Gradually, 
the interest rates are to be used purely as lending rates rather 
than as policy measures. The previous policy most of the times 
acted as hinderance towards the expansion of credit, as mostly 
the commercial banks were required to hear the cost of eco¬ 
nomic development and were not given the freedom of increas¬ 
ing or decreasing the lending rates on the basis of economic 
viability of d\e projects. Another rationale behind such a de¬ 


regulation is that the government is judging the performimcf 
of the commercial banks purely on economic considerations. 
Moreover, in a deticensed and liberalised policy the lending 
institutions must be given ti\e freedom of fixing their lending 
rates. In the near future, the RBI may decide to deregulate tiu 
interest rate components Including the deposit as well as tiv 
lending rates. 

Q. 8. (a) Mention, in each case, the most appropriate dia¬ 
gram to represent the following data: 

(0 The population figures of a State at di^renl^ censuses. 

{ii) The number of educational institutions for men and foi 
women in India in ten different years. 

{Hi) The percentage of national income from various sources 
in a country during a certain year. 

{iv) The number of car accidents in a road during each of iasi 
50 days. 

(b) The following table shows the distribution of montidy 
income for 580 persons: 


Monthly Income (Rs) 

No. of Persons 

Less than 1000 

53 

Less than 1500 

133 

Less than 2000 

254 

Less than 2500 

394 

Less than 3000 

500 

Less than 3500 

542 

Less than 4000 

560 

Less than 4500 

571 

Less than 5000 , 

580 

Find (i) tlic percentage of persons having income betweer 


Rs and Rs 2500. 

(ii) The percentage of persons having income betweer 
Rs 3500 and Rs 4500. 

Civil Services (Main) 199i 
Ans. 8. (a) The most appropriate diagram to represent th 
data given would be as under: 

(i) Bar Diagram 
{ii) Multiple Bar Diagram 
{Hi) Pie Diagram 
{iv) Graph/Frcquency Curve 

Ans. 8. {b) The information is given in the form of cumula 
live frequency, which is first required to be restructured in simpk 
frequency, as under: 

Monthly Income Slabs (Rs) No. of Persons 


0-1000 

53 

1000-1500 

80 

1500-2000 

121 

2000-2500 

140 

2500-3000 

106 

3000-3500 

42 

3500-4000 

18 

4000-4500 

11 

4500^5000 

9 
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Since in the above frequency table lower limit is inclusive 
and upper limit of income is exclusive, the percentage of persons 
having mcome between Rs 1500 and Rs 2500, and Rs 3500 and Rs 
4500 can be calculated as under: 

(0 Total No. of persons having income between Rs 1500 and 
Rs 2500 as per frequency above = 261 

Percentage of persons having incomes between 

Rs 1500 and Rs 2500 X 100 = 45% 

{it) Total No. of persons having income between 
Rs 3500 and Rs 4500 as per frequency above = 29 
Percentage of persons having incomes between 

Rs 3500 and Rs 4500 x 100 = 5% 

Q. 9. (ai State whether the following statements are true or 
false. Give reasons for your answers. 

(») In an mechanical engineering class 80% male students 
completed the course in due time of four years whereas 100 
per cent female students did the same. Therefore the perfor¬ 
mance of female students is generally better than male stu¬ 
dents. 

(iV) Two students got the following marks in three examina¬ 
tions. 

Student A 60/100 72/80 35/50 

Student B 48/80 108/120 105/150 

It is claimed that B has better performance than A. 

(hi) The salary of a person is first increased by 18 per 
cent then decreased by 5 per cent. His net increase is 12.1 per 
cent. 

(6) An investor buys Rs 2400 worth of shares of a company 
each month. During the first six months he bought the shares at 
a price of Rs 20, Rs 24, Rs 30, Rs 40, Rs 48 and Rs 60 per share. 
After six months, what is the average price per share paid by 
him? 

Civil Services (Main) 1995 
Ans. 9 (a) (/') The statement is false. Reasons are firstly the 
total number of male and female students is not given, as gener¬ 
ally in mechanical engineering the number of female students is 
very less, and secondly on the basis of the performance in me¬ 
chanical engineering course/class in one college, a general state¬ 
ment about the performance of male and female students cannot 
be made. 

(ii) The given statement is false. If the percentage of marks 
obtained by both the students in the three examinations is 
calculated, it comes to 60 per cent, 90 per cent and 70 per cent 
respectively. In other words, the percentage of marks obtained 
by both the students in all three examinations is same and 
hence their performance is equal. Hence it is wrong to say that 
the performance of B is better than that of A. 

(hi) The given statement is true. To explain, let us suppose 
that the salary of a person is Rs 100.18 percentage increase would 
take it to Rs 118. A reduction of 5 percentage on 118 comes to Rs 


5.90 and the remaiiung salary becomes Rs 112.10. Hence net in¬ 
crease in salary comes to Rs 12.10 which is 12.1 per cent. Hence 
the statement is true. 

Ans. 9. (b) R) arrive at average pike per diare after w mcHiihs, 
monthwise number of shares purchased requites to be calculated 


as imder: 
Month 

Total Amount 

Price per 

No. of shares 


spent 

share 

purchased 
(2400 price, 
per share) 

1. 

2400 

20 

120 

2. 

2400 

24 

100 

3. 

2400 

30 

80 

4. 

2400 

40 

60 

5. 

2400 

48 

50 

6- 

2400 

60 

40 


14,400 

Total. 

450 


Hence total number of shares purchased in 6 months s 450 
Ibtal amount spent in purchase = Rs 14,400 

Average Price per share after six months _ 32 

450 

Average price per share = Rs 32. 

Q. 10. (a) A cyclist goes up to the top of a slope at 10 km/hr 
and returns to the starting point at 20 km/hr. Find the average 
speed, ^average" being taken over time as usual. 

(b) A person has to cross on foota tank along a narrow paved 
path. Which statistic or datum about the depth of water is of 
greatest relevance to him—mean, median, mode or what if none 
of these three? 

Civil Services (Main) 1984 
Ans. 10. (a) To calculate the average speed, let us assume the 
one way distance is 20 km. Hence the total journey and time 
taken is as under: 

Going up 

Average speed = -10 km/hr 
lime taken = 2 hours 
Distance Travelled = 20 km. 

Coming down 

Average speed = 20 km/hr 

lime taken = 1 hour 

Distance travelled = 20 km 

Total distance travelled = 20 -f 20 s 40 km 

Total tinto taken = 1 + 2*3 hours 

Average speed =-^= 13-33 km/hr. 

Ans. 10. (h) Mean, median and mode represent averages of 
depth i.e. aritlunetic average, central value (depfti at the cen¬ 
tre) and most usual value (depth) respectively. All these values 
would not be of use to him. He nnds the datum about the 
maximum depth of the tank and then conqraie it with his 
height, to make sure that he does not get drowned in die water 
tank. 
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Descriptive Questions 


StatelFanding of elections 

Q. Only State-funding of elections 
can ensure free and fair polls. Give two 
arguments in favour and two arguments 
against the proposition. 

Arguments in favour of proposition 

1. There is a near agreement on the 
fact that our electoral system has deterio¬ 
rated over the years as a result of the com¬ 
plete control that the tainted has come to 
acquire over it. Apart from the serious con¬ 
cern and consideration that the thinking 
people have shown from time to time, the 
entire election process has been enmeshed 
more and mote in the ever-spreading ten¬ 
tacles of money, muscle and mafia power. 
The way corruption has crept into the elec¬ 
tions and criminals have come to dictate 
terms and influence the outcome of polls, 
it is time that some concrete and immedi¬ 
ate steps or reforms were introduced and 
the entire electoral system is rid off the 
evil influence of money—mostly black 
and illegal. For this, the only step that 
can squarely meet the challenge of 'money 
power' for a quid pro quo, is the immedi¬ 
ate introduction of 'State-funding of elec¬ 
tions'. 

2. Once the political parties are de¬ 
barred from spending a single penny from 
their own collections, legal or otherwise, i 
the vulgar display of money by parties, | 
candidates or their supporters would get a 
nagging noose and to considerable extent 
the evil shadow of money over elections 
would become less dark and dubious. In 
many advanced democracies of Europe, ■ 
State-funding of elections' has been in op- 
eratiem for long and it has worked quite 
successfully towards the holding of free 
and fair polls, as also towards the elimina¬ 


tion of 'money-power' in elections. Since 
nothing succeeds like success, let us give 
a trial to the proposition and see the re¬ 
sults. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. Since a single swallow does not 
make summer, similarly a solitary reform 
like 'State-funding of elections', however 
laudable it may be, cannot cleanse the 
electoral system that has been vitiated 
over the years with all sorts of maladies 
and vested interests. To jump to a hasty 
conclusion from the practices of some 
highly educated and advanced western 
I countries is to put the cart before the 
i horse What has succeeded in the West 
j may not work here, for obvious rea- 
i sons. 

2 When a plethora of political par¬ 
ties and independents are in the fray at 
the time of elections, how are we going to 
determine the quantum of funds and other 
material th<it each party, big or small, 
should get. Moreover, who is going to 
foot the bill that 'State-funding of elec¬ 
tions' is likely to present itself at the 
time of each election. In case the polls 
result in a hung house, how are we go¬ 
ing to account for such a huge expendi¬ 
ture, the result of which is only 
uncertainty or horse-trading or any 
other marriage of convenience or com¬ 
pulsion? It should be more than clear to 
all concerned that the ills of castcism, 
communalism, religious fundamental¬ 
ism on the one hand and criminalisation 
of politics, muscle and mafia power on 
the other, would not disappear simply 
because the powers-that-be have be¬ 
come active in the shape of 'State-fund¬ 
ing of elections'. 


D’ade fains and globalisation 

Q. Some people think that trade 
fairs are very important in the chang¬ 
ing world and ongoing globalisation. 
Give your views based on study, knowl¬ 
edge and experience on the subject 
under reference. 

Ans. After the 'cultural festivals', 
now is the time to explore the potential 
of trade fairs in promoting indigenous 
industries and boosting the near mar¬ 
ginal share of export earnings in the 
context of liberalisation-cum- 
globalisation. The days of over-protec¬ 
tionism and subsidies, to keep the home 
industries aloof from facing regional or 
international competition, are over. To¬ 
day, we are face-to-face with the forces 
of market economy and the resultant 
fall-out of liberal trade and industrial 
policies sweeping across the world. 
Unless new markets are explored and 
the home products exposed to interna- 
i tional buyers, no developing or even a 
devetoped country can hope to stay long 
in the race. With globalisation taking 
strides in every nook and comer of the 
world, it is time that a close look was given 
to the relevance of trade fairs and their 
contribution in making thenaticmal econo¬ 
mies strong, viable and competitive. 

If some people diink that trade fairs 
have become an integral part of the on¬ 
going process of liberalisation-cum- 
globalisadon, they are very much in line 
with the temper and tone of times. Wifo 
business and trade goiitg global, busi¬ 
ness houses, big and small, are sure to 
get an excellent opportunity to keep 
abreast with the latest trends throu^ 
the periodic holding or arrai^mg of 
trade fairs. In this way those products 
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aod services can be displayed at a com¬ 
paratively low cost. Through the 
organisation of trade fairs many miscon¬ 
ceptions and misunderstandings about 
a country's capacity and capability to 
acquire excellence can be cleared and the 
scope of its industrial products being 
marketed abroad can be translated into 
a rewarding reality. 

Sipce aggressive marketing and mod¬ 
ern technology are tlic need of the day, the 
exploration of new markets and buyers is 
inherent and implied in the growing im¬ 
portance of trade fairs. An entrepreneur can 
demonstrate, test market his project or 
product and gauge the response at a com¬ 
parative low cost. Trade fairs, as such, are 
an excellent platform to interact with 
businessmen and industrialists from the 
world over. They can play a pivotal role 
in projecting a country's industrial 
growth. 

Sports and ethics 

Q. 'Sports and ethics' today are not 
contradictory but complimentary to each 
other. Substantiate the statement with 
arguments and facts. 

Ans. Ever since sports and games 
became an integral part of human 
psyche, both for physical fitness and 
pleasure, ethics and morality in their 
evolution, development and excellence 
have been the hall- mark of their exalted 
position in our lives. Just as 'art for art's 
sake' and 'games or sports for their own 
sake' make human passion and pursuit 
in the respective field of expression or 
participation, a pure and pious pastime, 
similarly any aberration or monetary 
motivation in these highly honoured 
activities can bring nothing but un¬ 
healthy competition and undesirable 
consequences. 

Traditionally, sports have been linked 
to good health. Unfortunately, this linkage 
or relationship is becoming highly suspect, 
now, due to the fact that major sports and 
games tournaments are sponsored by 
manufacturers of liquot cigarettes and junk 
food. Thus, sports glamour is being used 
on a massive scale to sell products that are 


clearly haraiful for health and happiness. 
This is where ethics is being side-lined or 
, marginalised simply to promote profits 
I and pollute the impressionable minds 
■ with dll sorts of wrong notions and nu- 
' ances about sports and games, 
j Involvement of big money also leads 

' to several irregularities, chea ting and ten¬ 
sions which sometimes erupt in vii>!»*ni e 
i E\'en the rules of some sports ha\ e been 
I changed to make room tor telecasting ot 
I advertisements which in turn spread ex- 
1 cessively consumcrist values. High com- 
j mercidl stakes have led to increasing resort 
I to drugs by sportspersons to enhance their 
I pcrfornruuKc. 

Robert Guy Autlior writes: "Winning 
at all costs is a grow'ing mania and menace 
in America, a form of war permeating the 
minds and souls of many contestants, as 
personified in football and authorised in 
i boxing. Contestants would not only maim 
j their opponents but now seem willing t(' 

I sell their soul to achieve a win, no matter 
j how tarnished." 

I Nearer home, whether in hockey or 
I cricket, any match between India and Pa- 
j kistan is seldom a display of better skip, 

I field work or foot work on the part ot 
I contesting teams because at the back of 
i each player's mind, the honour of his 
i country is at stake. It is more a war ot 
j nerves in which tlie audience or spccta- 
! tors too give full vent to their sur- 
j charged emotions, anger or admiration, 

! vulgarity or violence. All this demeans 
the stature and spirit of the game be¬ 
cause ethics takes a flight the moment 
I national egos make their entry on the 
i playing field, 

i While more and more effort is being 
I put into organising sports tournaments as 
I miliion-dollar extravaganzas, sadly the ba¬ 
sic aspects of sports are being neglected. 
The need of the hour is to re-establish the 
fast losing bond between sports and healdx, 
j sports and ethics. 

Disappearance of marriage 
institution 

Q. If the institution of marriage dis* 
appears from the world, what will hap¬ 
pen? Give three important consequences 


I if such a situation takes place. 

Ans. Marriage and family are the two 
sides of the same coin. By their very evo¬ 
lution and existence, wc have enjoyed the 
gifts of sc'cial harmopN’ and human hap- 
pine.ss since time immemorial. If by any 
quirk ot circiimst.inces, the institution of 
marriage suffers a total eclipse, the fol¬ 
lowing >. onseqiieiices are bound to follow 
in ail their lerocitv and blood-chilling in- 
tensitv 

The first and foremost impact of the 
' dubious development will be on the insti¬ 
tution of family, ^vhcther joint, nuclear or 
single. The entire edifice of family, that has 
pnn'ided strength and stability to all its 
members since ages, w ill crumble and dash 
to the ground like a house of cards. ()ut ot 
the broken or shattemd ashes t^f the fallen 
families the world over, only confusion and 
chaos will become manifest all round. All 
bonds of blood relatioas will disappear into 
, the thin air. 

In the sinister scenario, marriage, 
which is the most august and auspicious 
oc( asion among all communities w'ill be¬ 
come non-existent. Festiv itics and feasts 
associated with marriage will become a 
thing of the past. The eagerness with 
which the young and the old look loi- 
ward to the solemn and sacred celebra¬ 
tion of marriage and its actual occurmncc 
in the family, will vanish from the 'new 
' social milieu' One and all, without ex¬ 
ception, will be deprived of the excile- 
I mcnl and exultation that a marriage 
i provides to all hearths and homes. All 
; those connected with the celebration of 
I marriages would find themselves irrel- 
' evanl and ronsequcntly the sale of 
; jewellery, cloth and other costly items 
[ needed at the time of marriage would 
' come down drastically. 

' The worst sufferers of the new sifu-r 
; alion would be children whose parent- 
j hood and bringing up would be lost in 
I mystery and misery. Home, the great- 
! est citadel of security against all sorts 
i of exigencies, would disappear from 
the social map of each and every soci¬ 
ety. Blood relations would become sus¬ 
pect and there would be an all round 
I decay and deterioration in social 
1 norms. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 

NATIONAL 


SCANDALS 

CBI raids former Communication 
Minister Sukh Ram’s houses 


O N August 16, 1996, the Central Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation (CBI) raided the 
Delhi and Mandi (Huruithal Pradesh) resi¬ 
dences of toimer Conununicabon Minister 
Mr Sukh Ram Ahuge quantity of jewellery, 
a numbei of incrimmating documents re¬ 
lating to property and his bank accounts 
and Rs 3 ciuie in hard cash was recovered 
The CBI had earlier registered a case 
under the Prevention of (orruphon Act on 
August 8 W6 against the former minister 
and Ms Rimu C>hosh, Deputy Duector Gen¬ 
eral (I inani c) ui the 1 iiensmg Cell for Basic 
and Cellular ‘x.-rv ice's ui the Department of 
Telecommunicabons (IXiT), toi allegedly 
favouring a Hvdorabad based teli\omfirm 
Advann Radio Masts limited (ARM) i 

IJn \ugust D, the C BI airested Ms I 
Runulihcvsh Puids at her house revealed 
Rs 1 6'i lakh in cash besides 4700 US dol- 
lais and some other foreign currencies 
amounting to Rs one lakh Also, jewellery 
worth Rs 7 lakh and some other \ aluables 
were seized i 

Raids were also conducted at the resi- | 
dence of the owner of ARM, Mr Patalu 
Rama Rao 

hollowing the raids on the former 
Commumcation Minister s hoasc, the Con¬ 
gress Party suspended hun on August 21 
The suspension followed a demand by i 
some -actions in the partv, mcludmg Mr I 
Rajesh Pdot, that he be suspended from the i 
Congress Mr Pilot had sought immediate 
expulsion of Sukh Ram ' 

The CBI also summoned Sukh Ram's 
son, Aiul Sharma, who was a minister m ' 
the Himachal government Ami Sharma, 
however, denied any knowledge about | 
the money recovered during the raids 


Reprieve for Rao in Lakhubhai 
caae 


F ormer Pnme Minister Mr PV 
Narasimha Rao was fortunate to get a 


Rccenl Economic Ncw;> 


A^ of takeovara ia tiara 

Mr PN BhagwaU, (dmw Juitlm of htito and Ohaifflwn ol onifknttlie 
sdt up by 8EBI to frame new tekaovar guAdalirjaa, rahwaed INa tkaft opda on At^ 
dS, 1896 The new code b expaoied to ^ full pby to the pradMoiy inadnqts of the 
wrporate and busmeie daas and turn the fmt on inoffititent and vvinaiidite rran* 
agements 

Mr Bhagwati said that the draft code has souj^t to eneore dud die provNdona are not 
too onerous so as to completely prevent takeover. At the same time, the code 
provides enough protedion to minortty share^ioldare in db case of takeover. 

The new code IS expected to be notified by Novembw/Deoendier, 1066 and wW be 
enforced thereafter. 

The new code is wpected to herald end of »i era where busfnses famies oontmiad 
companies parpetuafly regardless of thed performance. In the new era, any managwieot 
that fails to use its asssts productively will become a Uriceover target. 

Supporters of the disnge say it will force slothfut managements to ahape up or get 
out, making them accountable for their performance; that vary possibility of takeover wW 
ginger up existing managements, to tlM pubUc benefit; that poerly-mar^sd oompenlei 
will not go sick and instead will be taken over by bedef managers who will improve die 
lot of small share hokters, employees, and the whole economy; diet bitemal quarrel 
within the promoter's famiiy win no longer drag down enitre cornpaides 

Cntics of diange say that prsdadors WiH be let loose to poimoe cm the unwary; 
that the big fish wBI now swaHow the rraniwws; diat mann^ments wHI stop focudng 
on investment and concentrate instead on taking over odiers or protecting them¬ 
selves from takeover, that rich crooks wlfl-take over compmnes not to nm diem btd 
to gut them, that a new bieed of ‘grernimaiters’ will come up who wHI threatm e 
company with takeover unless they are paid off. 

The point to be noted here la lhat no takeover code can guarantee that abuses wtt 
not occur All countries have faced this probleffl, and so wb imfia. However, die posfifv# 
results are expected to be far more than nega^. 


reprieve m the Lakhubhai cheating case 
twice during August On August 12, the 
Supreme Court stayed proceedings in the 
trial court till August 20 The decision re¬ 
garding naming Mr Rao as a co-accused 
and hi*- personal appearance was chal¬ 
lenged bv his counsel It was pointed out 
that the Chief Metix^olitan Magistrate, Mr 
Prem Kumar should hvvc sought an in- 
v cstigabon into the allegabon by the com¬ 
plainant that Mr Rao had cheated him, 
before nammg him as a co-accused and 
surtunonmg hun to the court 

Later, on August 21, the hearing m die 
case took an unusual turn as the Supreme 
Court agreed to transfer his case from the 
CMM's couit to another court The hear¬ 
ing was adjourned till August 22 m order 
to enable Mr Rao's counsel to get his 


client's mstruebons OnAugust 22 the Su¬ 
preme Court granted another opportunity 
to Rao to oppose the CMM's ordei sum- 
morunghun On Mr Rao's instruction the 
Delhi High Court was requested to assign 
the chealmg case to another competent 
magistrate The court also granted him ex¬ 
emption from personal appearance till an 
order was passed on his application 


ECONOMY APLANNiNG 
Work on Ninth Plan begins 

T HB full Planiung Comnussion meet- 
mg, held on August 19, 1996, set a 
broad direcbon of development of mfra- 
structure and social sectors for die nmth 
Plan The Plan approach paper will be 
presented for approval to the Nahonal De- 
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velopment Council (NDC) in DecenJjer, 
19%, for approval. Tlie Plan would prob¬ 
ably be presented by April or May 1997. 

The Plaiming Conunission members 
were of the opinion that the Plan must 
focus oh the "delivery and implementa¬ 
tion" of social sector programmes. It is 
now being felt that there is a need to 
impart realism to pUrming, i.e. realistic 
targets need to be set so that they can be 
easily achieved. The meeting also stressed 
on additional resource mobilisation and 
fiscal discipline. Moreover, 
decentralisation, coupled with efforts by 
die States to dicliver the allocated funds 
to the desigivated schemes, is seen as a 
way of giving the Slates a bigger say in 


planning and formulation of programmes. 

Another significant aspect of the dis¬ 
cussions was the emphasis that Prime Min¬ 
ister Mr H.D. Deve Gowda laid on the need 
to move away from populist measures in 
planning. He also said that non-tax rev¬ 
enues can be realised by charging a fee for 
services rendered by the government. 

Amongst other plans, greater support 
to Export Oriented Units (EOUs) has also 
been promised in the Ninth Plan. 

Blueprint for resurgent India 

P iRIME Minister Mr H.D. Deve Gowda, 
on August 2,1996, unveiled a plan for 
a resurgent new India, offering a better 
quality of life for its people. The plan is a 


Imfia needs far«reitthlng reforms: World Bank 

in Its latest country report. antiHad India—Fiva years of stabilisation and reform: 
The agenda ahead”, the World Bank has assassed that India needs far-reacHing 
tetoms to m^ntain tha economy's current growth rate of six to seven per cent, it says 
that ‘sick public enterprises” and "vraakened electricity boards are costing iiidat a 
bundle”. 

Even with a modest current account deficit of 2 per cent of GOP over fite next few 
years, India would still require gross finandng of about .$ 8 billion in f995-96, the 
report says. Thereafter, an average of about $ 13 blllfon in each of the following four 
years would be needed, says the r^ort. 

The report further adds that in 1^3-94 alone, the annual losses of 60 sick public 
sector enterprises amounted to Re 3,200 crore at 1994 prices, which is 1.7 times the vedue 
of their net fixed assets, while the sick State Bectriefty Boards cost the Stales Rs 
5,900 crore. 

Main highlights of the report are: 

Fiscal id||astiiiant: Meaningful fiscal acHustment has yet to take place. The current 
fiscal deficit of the Federal and ^te governments and the State enterprrees is an 
unsustainaUe 10 per cent of GOP. 

UbendaMon of me bweetmant leghne: Progress notwithstanefing, ihs remainNg > 
oenos tesfriefions maMy to prcaact smei kxtudry, inctoding agro-indUMry, have 
aUe negative raperoissions. Continimg regufatkin of tha sugar industry is extremely costly 

Tlfade end foreign enhange regimea: india still has the world's highest tariffs. 

UiMtalfsathMi of the flnanetai sector: The government has chosen a phased sp¬ 


in the case of privatlaation of the public banks and deregulation of insurencs ocmipan^ 
and contractual savings Institutions*. The increased autonomy of financial aectof 
institutions remains in doubt • 

ArocturM cenatrabita: tnade^recy of the existing fnfi»triictor«^to«Tiergff^ 
q( India’s most serious conatrabM to fas^ giowffv--an(| even a constraint to mdcdsiiarere 
fftocuriarttteveisof mowth. . 


part of a package called "Technology Vi¬ 
sion 2000". This plan visualises the future 
for critical areas such as health care, bio¬ 
technology, security, agriculture, telecom¬ 
munications, engineering and power It has 
been drawn up by the Technology Infor¬ 
mation Forecasting and Assessment Coun¬ 
cil (TIFAC), led by its chairman and scien¬ 
tific adviser to the Defaice Minister, Dr 
API Abdul Kalam. The idea is to trans¬ 
form India to a technology driven mode. 

The government, under this plan, 
would function by regulation and adopt a 
promotional role with bureaucrats acting 
as facilitators rather than administrators. 
The plan has used dynamic techniques of 
forecasting such as brainstorming sessions, 
perspective and scenario reports, the 
Delhpli technique, Nominal Group tech¬ 
nique and follow up workshops 

The radical changes that have been 
planned for government functioning 
would involve specialised training, re¬ 
training and skills development of per¬ 
sonnel. The changes are expected to make 
the government a more informed set up, 
because of better information gathering 
which would help improve the decision¬ 
making and planning process. This also 
involves an improvement in primary and 
secondary education, the development of 
women, greater investment in science and 
technology and entrepreneurship for 
development. 

Kerala’s novel venture In 
planning process 

K erala has once again attracted at¬ 
tention and praise over a novel ven¬ 
ture to ensure the participation of people 
at the grass roots level in the planning 
process. The campaign for people's plan, 
as it is called, involves working out the 
ninth plan of the State with die people 
diemselves identifying and prioritising the 
schemes they ne^, and recommending 
them to the State Planning Board. 

The campaign will be. rarried out in 
the next five months, through the 
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panchayats and nagarpalikas, with the 
help of a high level guidance council. The 
council is headed by Marxist leader and 
first Chief Minister of Kerala, Mr E.M.S. 
Namboodiripad. The 426-member council 
includes people imm various walks of life. 
Among these are spiritual leader Guru 
Nitya Chaitanya Yati, sprint queen FT. 
Usha, three former Chid Ministers and 
several leading ecottomists. The Chief Min¬ 
ister formally started the campaign on 
August 17, 1996, coinciding with the 
Malayalam new year day. 

The campaign was chalked out in view 
of the State government's decision to ear¬ 
mark 35 to 40 per cent (Rs 5000 crore to Rs 
6000 crore) of the Rs 15000 crore ninth plan 
for the schemes formulated and imple¬ 
mented by the local bodies in their respec¬ 
tive areas. 

The idea behind such a campaign is 
that planning cannot be discussed and 
decided by the State Planning Board and 
the Central Planning Commission alone. 
In fact, planning is an important activity 
in which the local bodies must have a say. 
Planning has to be made a process for the 
people, of the people and % the people. 

The campaign seeks to take Kerala's 
development beyond just the social ser¬ 
vice sectors like ^ucatioit, healthcare and 
communication. Agriculture and industry 
have been neglected to some extent and 
this campaign is an effort to transform the 
State economy into a modern self-sustain- 
I ing economy with a strong agricultural 
I and industrial base. 

PUBUC SECTOR 
Divest panel set up 

0 |N August 7,1996, the Union govern¬ 
ment announced the constitution of 
a five-member Disinvestment Commission 
to impart transparency in the decision¬ 
making and implementation of the 
disinvestment programme of the Public 
Sector Undertal^gs (PSUs). The commis¬ 
sion will advise ^e government on the 


Recent Economic News 


Matt In Exemption limit for power pro#ds 

The Union Power Minister, Dr S. Venugopaltthari, ermouneed on Au^sl 20,1996, 
that all power projecte with inve^ments of upto % 1000 ptors, an^roxifflBting 250 lil^ 
capacity will no longer require the mandMory fechno^onomfc cleanmq% of 
Cwval Electricity Authority (CEA). The deciskm to raise the exen^ifiott, IMt trorh Rs 
400 aoTo to Rs 1000 crore is expected to speed up the stifing up of several power 
plants up to the 250 MW finA. The move is a result of riie persistent demand from 
States for faster clearance of the projects. 

The need for a better power poflcy Is refleeted more so in die growing dwiwid of 
power (56,000 MW additional power projected for Ninth Plan) and the present shortage. 
During die last finandsd yean fha p^ power shortage was placed at 18 J per cent xxt 
11,145 million units. The proposed power policy, is also expeded tp ad^ss issues 
pertaining to the high transmisston and distribution losses (20.5 pw. cenO. 


modalities of withdrawing the public sec¬ 
tor from non-core and non-strategic areas. 
This panel has been set up under the 
chairmanship of former member of Planning 
Commission, Mr G.V RamakrLshnan. 

The resources that will be generated 
from the disinvestment will mostly be 
utilised in health and education, especially 
in the "poorer and backward districts of 
the country". A part of the revenue will 
also be used for creating an investment 
fund, which will be used to "stnmgthen 
other public sector enterprises". 

The government also aims to trans¬ 
form the existing State-owned companies 
into enterprises that would be "truly pub¬ 
lic-owned". This would be on the lines of 
privatisation exercise conducted in Brit¬ 
ain. 

Besides the drawing out of detailed 
disinvestment strategies, the commission 
would also be concerned widi (a) drawing 
a long-term disinvestment programme 
within five to ten years for the Public Sec¬ 
tor Undertakings (PSUs) referred to it (b) 
determining the extent of disinvestment in 
each PSU (c) prioritising PSUs referred to 
it by the core group in terms of the overaU 
disinvestment programme (d) recommend¬ 
ing the prefer^ mode of disinvestment 
(e) supervising the overall sale process and 
taking decisions on the instrument, as well 
as pricing (f) selecting the financial advis¬ 


ers for the specified PSUs to facilitate the 
disinvestment process (jf) ensuring that 
appropriate measures are taken during the 
disinvestment process to protect the inte^ 
ests of the affected employees. 


DEFENCE 

Panel recommends extension of 
TA to Navy, Airforce 

T he Territorial Army Review Commit¬ 
tee report, released on Auguiit 6,1996, 
has reconunended the setting up of an In¬ 
dian Territorial Force (TTF) extending to Ihe 
Air Force and the Navy. The Chairman of 
the Review Committee, Mr K.P. Singh Deo, 
also said that they had recommended in¬ 
creased budgetary allocation for the ITF 
and increasing its strengtii from the present 
.40,000 to two lakh by the year 2012. 

The report has also suggested fresh 
legislation providing for proper monitor¬ 
ing and scrutiny of the force and plugging 
the loopholes in the Indian Territorial Army 
Act, 19^. There are recommendations cmi- 
ceming creating opportunities in the force 
for women and making it obligatory for 
all those who join the government or pub¬ 
lic sector to serve in the force for two 
months a year continuously for a period 
of five years. In fact, the report has ex¬ 
pressed displeasure over public sector 
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employees not being allowed to serve in 
the force even when the employees were 
very keen to do so. The private sector, on 
d»e other hand, needs no compulsion be¬ 
cause 90 per cent of the force consists of 
personnel from the private sector. 

Missile Research to Continue, 
says Report 

A report released by the Defence Min- 
xlistry has pointed out that India will 
continue its indigenous missile develop¬ 
ment programmes and keep its options 
open on their deployment as warranted 
national security interests. It also says 
that since the passage of the Brown 
Amendment by the US Congress has fa¬ 
cilitated supply of certain arms, ammu- 
lutions and spares to Pakistan, which 
had been earlier embargoed under the 
Pressler Amendment, India has no op¬ 
tion but to upgrade its own defence 
capabilities. 

Referring to the involvement of the 
BI (Inter Services Intelligence) of Pakistan 
in the disturbances in Kashmir and in 
north east (through Bangladesh), the re¬ 
port has urged upon all "right thinking 
tuitions" to discourage Pakistan from its 
cross border activities in neighbouring 
countries. Also of concern is the narco¬ 
terrorist connection which encourages a 
pathway for heroin and hamper^ devel¬ 
opment work in north east, thus caus¬ 
ing economic difficulties and 
unemployment. The report has also 
made mention of the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and pointed out 
that to be meaningful as a disarmament 
treaty it must be linked to the process of 
global nuclear disarmament. Without 
Ais, the CTBT would only remain an 
instrument to prevent horizontal nuclear 
proliferation. 

The same is true for the proposed 
Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT). 
There have been efforts to deny such 
material, needed by non-nuclear weapon 
States even for peaceful purposes, whereas 


nuclear weapon States already have ac¬ 
cess to enormous stockpiles of such mate¬ 
rial. 

Although the report has mentioned 
about the improvements in Sino-Indian 
relations, it has expressed concern over 
China's continued defence collaboration 
with Pakistan, especially the latter's 
nuclear programme. 

INDIA, SINGAPORE AND 
MALAYSIA 

External Affairs Minister I.K. 

Gujral's ^^s^t 

T he External Affairs Minister, Mr Inder 
Kumar Gujral's first bilateral overseas 
visit after taking charge, to Malaysia and 
Singapore, was seen as a powerful signal 
of India's growing intimacy with the 
ASEAN. The Minister's visit from August 
19 to August 21,1996, came close on the 
heels of the country's elevation to full 
dialogue partner status in ASEAN and 
was in response to invitations extended 
to him by his counterparts Mr S. 
Jayakumar of Singapore and Ahmad 
Badawi of Malaysia. 

The visit assumed significance be¬ 
cause Singapore and Malaysia are among 
the top 10 investors in India. India, on its 
part, is the fifth largest investor in Ma- ' 
laysia with 24 joint ventures in 1995. The | 
total Indian investment in Malaysia, at 
Rs 14 billion, equals that of Malaysia in 
India. 

Indo-Singapore joint ventures, on the 
other hand, have gone up to 66. India's 
trade with Singapore was $ 3.7 billion last 
year (Rs 92.5 billion) and with Malaysia 
$ 1.4 billion (Rs 49 billion). 

Although the visit was seen more as 
a goodwill visit, outstanding issues like 
the TATA-SIA airline project were dis¬ 
cussed. The WTO conference, to be hosted 
by Singapore in December, 1996, also fig¬ 
ured in the talks. India and ASEAN share 
a common viewpoint on the need to avoid 


a linkage between trade and issues like 
human rights, labour standards and cor¬ 
ruption. 

FOROGN MEDIA 

NItish Sengupta Committae 

Report 

' I HE Nitish Sengupta Committee Report 
X on Pram Bharaft was submitted to the 
Information and Broadcasting Minister in 
mid-August, 1996. The Committee has 
pointed out that the panacea for contain¬ 
ing obscene movies is providing upliiiking 
facilities to satellite channels and then cewn- 
pelling them to adhere to Indian laws. The 
report says that by giving uplinking facili¬ 
ties and ^en controlling the channels, the 
liquor advertisements, the major money 
spinners for these channels, can also be 
banned. 

The Connmittee has also proposed that 
the Radio and Television Authority should 
be set-up to grant frequencies and fran¬ 
chises and regulate licenses. This would be 
an independent audiority and not a part of 
Prasar Bharati, In fact. Pram Bharati, being 
one of the many players in the Indian 
broadcasting arena, would also be over¬ 
seen by the authority. It has also been 
pointed that Indian broadcasters like Jain, 
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aUN TV, Asianet, Zee TV Sony, ATN and 
BITV, who have been spending crores of 
rupees in foreign exchange for uplinking 
from Russia, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Sri LankA/ will save foreign exchange for 
the CQuntry if given these facilities from 
India. Mo^ver, uplinking and the com¬ 
petition dijlt comes with it, will also im¬ 
prove the quality of Doordarshan 
programmes in the long run and create 
opportunities for news and current affairs 
programmes on foreign networks. 

Foreign Print media not to be 
allowed entry 

T he United Front government's stand 
against the entry of the foreign print 
media has been appreciated and welcomed 
by major political parties. Ihis has come as 
a reaction to the CCFI's decision against 
the proposed tie-up between Ananda Bazar 
Patrika and Pearson Group of London. 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd (ABP) had 
entered into an agreement with Pearson 
Group for a joint venture to start a finan¬ 
cial and business publication in October 
1993 In December same year ABP had 
filed an application for permission. In 
September 1994, the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry moved cabinet 
note for review of policy barring foreign 
investment in media. This note was de¬ 
ferred twice. This year in February ABP sent 
court notice to Industry Ministry for non¬ 
intimation of decision on its proposal de¬ 
spite two years having elap^. Latec in 
July, FIPB recommended ffiat tihe proposal 
be approved. This was then sent to CCEI 
for policy decision. Finally CCFI turned 
down foe proposal and instructed the FIPB 
to review foe policy on foe entire spectrum 
of foreign investment in media. 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Assembly poll schedule 
snnounced 


T he t 
M.S. 


two Election Commissioners, Dr 
. Gill and Mr. G.V.G. 


Krishnamurthy, announced on August 7, 
1996, the poll schedule for the trouble-tom 
State of Jammu and Kashmir. The four- 
phased polls would be held on September 
7,16,21 and 30, to elect 87 niembers to the 
House, The last Assembly was dissolved 
in 1990. The Election Commissioners said 
that the decision to hold foe elections had 
been taken as a result of the "positive sig¬ 
nals" from foe State and the success of the 
recently concluded Parliamentary elections 
to six seals from the State. The President's 
rule in the State is to expire on January 17, 
1997 The Election Commission said that it 
was satisfied with the preparations done 
by J & K administration to hold free and 
fair polls. 

Last elections in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir were held for 76 seats. After delimi¬ 
tation of constituencies, the number of 
seats has been increased to 87. Of these, 

46 are in the valley, 37 in Jammu and 
four in Ladakh. 

KERALA 

Highest human development rate 

T he United Nations Development 
Progiamme (UNDP) has praised 
Kerala for sustaining human development 
through public action. The report pointed 
out that with a population as large as 
Canada's and despite decades of low in¬ 
come and low productivity growth, Kerala 
has made human development gains that 
outstrip those of other Indian States and 
many developing countries. 

Kerala has kept its rate of human de¬ 
velopment high by maintaining mass lit- | 
eracy and agrarian reforms, achieving 
improvements in the status of oppressed 
castes and enlightened attitudes towards 
girls' education and status. 

Kerala's health indicators are similar 
to those of high human development coun¬ 
tries. Male life expectancy (69 years) is 10 
years higher than the Indian average and 
equal to Hungary's. Female life expect¬ 
ancy (74 years) is 15 years higher than the j 


Indian average and higher than even 
Russia's and there are no great disparities 
between urban and rural areas. Alfoou^ 
Kerala is not self-sufficient in food, it has 
the best public food distribution system. 
Good nutrition has contributed to good 
health in foe State. 

Kerala has benefitted a' lot from a 
strong and consistoit political commitment 
in the State towards education. Second, 
the breakdown of foe oppressive and 
hierarchlal caste culture has also played 
an imporfont part. Third, a strong peasant 
movement and foe Left-led State govern¬ 
ment also helped. 

The Report also pointed cut that foe 
next challenge for Kerala would be to Ac¬ 
celerate productivity growth to raise liv¬ 
ing standards and sustain economic 
opportunities. The State would need to give 
attention to the crisis in employment and 
production. 

UHAR PRADESH 

Gowda says yes to Uttarakhand 

August 15,1996, in his first inde¬ 
pendence day speech. Prime Minis¬ 
ter H.D. Deve Gowda sprung a surprise 
for almost everybody when he announced 
the government's decision to make a sepa¬ 
rate State of Uttarakhand, from the hkls 
of Uttar Pradesh. He said that a BiU would 
soon be introduced in the Parliament for 
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formation of the separate State. As per 
constitutional provisions, the Bill virould 
also be placed before the UP Vidhan 
Sabha, after the ensuing Assembly elec¬ 
tions in the State, to elicit its views on 
the matter. 

Uttarakhand, with an area of 51.1 
thousand square km and a population of 
60.2 lakh, sends four Members of Parlia¬ 
ment and 19 MLAs. There are eight Uttar 
Pradesh districts of Gaihwal andKumaon 
divisions (Uttarkashi, Chamoli, 
Pithoragarh, Nainital, Almora, Pauri, 
Dehra Dun, Tehri) which are proposed to 
tw given a full Statehood. The announce¬ 
ment regarding this, surprised all politi¬ 
cal parties but only the CPI(M) has 
oppenly opposed it. The BJP initially 
termed it as an election stunt but later 
welcomed the move. The Congress has, 
of late, suggested granting the status of 
Union Territory to the districts. The 
Bahujan Samaj Party remained conspicu¬ 
ously silent on the issue. For the former 
Chief Minister Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
Uttarakhand, with its predominantly up¬ 
per caste population, has no charm—it 
does leave him on a firmer ground in the 
rest of the plains districts of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

ALMAHIDAM 
Row Unabated 

T he controversy over the Almatti Dam 
continues as neither side appears will¬ 
ing b change its stand. This has assumed 
greater importance for the Central govern¬ 
ment also because it was reported that the 
TDP, a constituent of the United Front, 
might withdraw support to the govern¬ 
ment, accusing the Centre of partisan at¬ 
titude. 

Prime Minister Mr Deve Gowda con¬ 
vened an emergency meeting of the Chief 
Ministers of the two States on August II, 
1996, following angry protests by Mr 
Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh, over Karnataka’s deci¬ 


sion to raise the dam height. He has re¬ 
peatedly complained that Karnataka has 
no right to use the Krishna waters be¬ 
yond the share allocated by the 
Bdchawat tribunal. While Karnataka 
Chief Minister has accused Mr 
Chandrababu Naidu of putting up a 
political stunt, the latter declared the 
allegation as "uncharitable". 

On August 12, the fou^member panel 
of Chief Ministers constituted to adjudi¬ 
cate the dispute between Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka, decided to set up a nine- 
member committee of engineering experts 
to look into dte row. However, the very 
next day Prime Minister Mr Gowda de¬ 
cided to shelve the proposal. This was a 
result of an opinion given by the I..aw 
Ministry against the setting up of a com¬ 
mittee as it might undermine the Bachawat 
Tribunal Award. 

Andhra Pradesh has been basically 
objecting to the additional height and the 
enhanced impounding capacity of the dam. 
The height of the dam is proposed to be 
increased to 528 metres. This would 
mean increasing the power generation 
component from 227 MW to 1000 MW 
and development of irrigated land in 
the basin area from 5.85 lakh hectares 
to 7.60 lakh hectares. The dam had been 
earlier planned at a height' of 519.80 
metres with full reservoir level, inclu¬ 
sive of free board, measuring up to 
524.256 metres. The original plan had 
a capacity to store 115 TMC ft. of wa¬ 
ter. Karnataka, however, decided to 
increase the height to 528 metres (in¬ 
clusive of four metre free board) to store 
additional 112 TMC water and utilise 
it for power generation. 

INDIAPAKISTAN 

New Revelations on Agreement 

onJ&K 

D ECLA^BFIED Ub State Departmwit 
papers of the Kennedy era have re¬ 


vealed that India and Pakistan had tac¬ 
itly accepted the de facto partition of 
Kashmir along the ceasefire line (now 
Line of Control). In fact, on the basis 
that the line would not be disturbed, 
several major agreements were negoti¬ 
ated in other areas. All this lasted till 
Ayub Khan took over in Pakistan. There 
was a conflict between Ayub Khan and 
Nehra Although Ayub Khan was pre¬ 
pared for the partition of Kashmir, he 
wanted the whole Kashmir Valley, all of 
Ladakh which the Pakistanis claimed 
was 79 per cent Muslim and part of 
Jammu. Nehru, on the other hand was 
prepared to accept the ceasefire line as 
the international border with minor 
modifications. 

The then US Ambassador to In¬ 
dia, Mr J.K. Galbraith, had proposed 
to divide the Kashmir Valley be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan while giv¬ 
ing the residents the right to move 
and trade across the line. India was 
offered fighter planes and training 
against Chinese if it agreed to accept 
the plan. 

Kennedy and his administration 
endeavoured ceaselessly to promote a 
settlement on Kashmir as part of its grand 
strategy to sway the sub-continent from 
communism. 

1984 RIOTS 

88 get five-year jail term 

TN a significant hard-hitting judgement, 
Jihe Additional Sessions Judge of Delhi, 
Mr 5.N. Dhingra, has sentenced 88 
persons to five years' rigorous impris¬ 
onment, for their involvement in the 
1984 anti-Sikh riots that broke out fol¬ 
lowing the assassination of former 
Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi. Mr 
Dhingra also passed severe strictures 
against the then police officers and 
administrators who, he said, were 
"clearly guilty of supporting the ri¬ 
oters". 
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GULF 

US missile attacks on Iraq 

N September 3, 1996, the United 
States launched its fiercest attack on 
Iraq since the 1991 Gulf war. 27 cruise 
missiles were fired on military installations 
near Baghdad. President Bill Clinton of 
USA also extended the allied-enforced no- 
fly zone virtually upto the southern sub¬ 
urbs of Baghdad. 

A second missile attack was launched 
on September4.17 missiles were fired and 
it was claimed the Iraqi radar site was 
crippled. 

The UN Security Council also decided 
to maintain international sanctions against 
Iraq, for failing to comply witli UN reso¬ 
lutions. 

A defiant President Saddam Hussain 
of Iraq reacted to the US action by de¬ 
recognising the allied-imposed no-fly zone 
in the north and south of the country and 
ordering his troops to shoot down enemy 
aircraft in the region. 

The attacks followed the entry of Iraqi 
troops into Kurdistan, on August .30,1996, 
to crush Iranian-backed separatists in the 
mountainous enclave protected by US-lcd 
forces. 

The faction under attack, the Iran- 
backed Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, said 
Iraqi troops launched a huge tank-led of¬ 
fensive on Arbil, one of Kurdistan's main 
cities. 

The offensive was the largest in five 
years by President Saddam Hussain's 
forces. It inunediately caused alarm in the 
United States and the US troops in the 
Gulf region were put on high alert. 

Following the US pressure, Saddam 
ordered Iraqi troops to withdraw. How¬ 
ever, USA was not convinced and ordered 
missile attacks to assert its authority and 
to warn Saddam of serious consequences 
if he did not stop being adventurous. 

The US missile attack evolved mixed 
reaction worldwide. While Japan, Britain 
and NATO announced flieir support, Rus¬ 


sia and China viewed the action with con¬ 
cern. 

Egypt, a close ally of USA in the Arab 
world, also express^ concern. The 22- 
member Arab League "strongly de¬ 
nounced" the US action, 

German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel described the strike as an "appro¬ 
priate and justified" response to Iraqi 
military attacks against Kurds. France, 
however, said that it was "very worried" 
about the situation. 


I NUCLEAR ARMS 
I CTBT; No solution in sight 

E IDIA has refused to change its stand 
n the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). After negotiators from the US and 
China cleared a key obstacle to achieving 
a consensus on the CTBT, objections of 
India remained the only potential hin- 
i drance to reaching the global accord this 
I year. On August 14,1996, India formally 
i blocked the draft text of the treaty. The 
j draft text says that the pact will become 
I law only after it has been 4'atified by 44 
i countries including India. However, In- 
I dia has said that the draft impinges on its 
I sovereign right to act independently in 
defence of its national security interests. 
India showed a firm decision of not let¬ 
ting any treaty text to go to the plenary of 
the Conference on Disarmament (CD). 

There was a showdown between In¬ 
dia and the western countries who tried 
to force India to publicly veto the text. 
They felt that while this would prevent 
I the CD from formally approving the ac¬ 
cord, it would pave the way for the treaty's 
sponsors to send the text on their own 
behall to the UN General Assembly where 
I they hope it could be opened for signa- 
! tore in late September. India, meanwhile, 
I declared that it would veto any move to 
' send the CTBT to the UN General Assem¬ 
bly. The USA continued with its insistence 
on the CTBT and ruled out any compro¬ 
mise on the treaty. It also signalled its 


opponents to "get out of the way" to en¬ 
sure the endorsement by the United Na¬ 
tions in Septenffier. 

Meanwhile, Australia has asked for a 
special session of the United Nations Gen¬ 
eral Assembly to endorse the draft treaty. 
New Zealandhassupportedffte stand. The , 
focus now has shifted to New 'totk. 

According to the Western experts the 
CTBT is at risk not just because of India's 
objections but also because of US errors 
and leadership failures and dubious com¬ 
mitment by other nuclear powers. US 
President had said that achieving a CTBT 
was a priority of his admini«t''ation but ■ 
arms control experts say that he failed to 
invest tlie personal time and the political 
capital required in the issue. Experts also 
feel that inspite of political leaders' rhe-, 
torical support for the treaty, officials run¬ 
ning Russia's atomic programme ate 
loathe to abandon their source of power 
and foreign capital. China would like to 
continue testing as it seeks to modernise 
arsenal Britain is a dependent on US 
nuclear testing facilities and is ostensibly 
a supporter of the pact. But, their support 
has been looked at suspiciously by arms 
control experts. Many experts feel that in 
reality Britain, Russia and China also do 
not want the treaty to come into force. 


WORLDTRADE 
US Sanctions against nations 
investing in Iran, Libya 

0 ^ August 5, 1996, US President Bill 
Clinton signed a Bill that envisages 
sanctions on foreign firms that invest $ 40 
million or more a year in oil and gas 
projects in Iran or Libya, The sanctions 
would also be imposed on countries and 
firms violating UN sanctions against 
Libya. 

The US move invited wrath from a 
number of countries. France was one of 
die first to warn the US of a retaliation. 
This was because France would be one of 
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the first to be affected by the US sanctions. 
One of its firms has already signed $ 600 
million deal with Iran last year to develop 
that country's offshore Sirri oilfields. The 
French government has a stake in oilfieds 
in Libya also. 

Iran reacted angrily to the move by 
USA and a section of the media in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) accused 
USA of trying to "bully" Iran. Ubya also 
pointed out that the new US legislation 
would only hurt the interests of the Ameri¬ 
can people and the European Union. Iran 
has some moral support from the Euro¬ 
pean Union with Britain, France, Germany 
expressing disapproval of the US move. 
While France warned of a EU retaliation, 
Germany described the US move as a 
"wrong path" and Britain said that it 
would consult EU partners on what to do. 
Sgnificantiy, Japan and China also joined 
chorus against the USA. Japan said that 
the sanctions were "regrettable" and in 
violation of the World Tirade Organisation 
(WTO). Together, Iran and Libya provide 
a fifth of all crude oil imports to the 15 
countries in the European Union. Al¬ 
though the legislation is unlikely to have 
an immediate effect on oil supplies, con¬ 
strains on maintenance and investment in 
the two countries' oil and gas installations 
would have effects down the road. The 
sanctions could include denying export 
licenses for US goods destined for such 
Brms, stopping the companies from sup¬ 
plying the US government or an outright 
ban on the companies' goods entering the 
United States. 

Close on the heels of the announce¬ 
ment by the US, Iran and Turkey defied 
the new legislation and signed a $ 20 bil¬ 
lion gas deal. This was significant because 
Turkey is an ally of the US and a member 
of NATO. The 22-year agreement would 
mean that Iran will sell 4 billion cubic 
metres (140 billion cubic feet) of gas a year 
to Turkey, beginning in 1998, some observ¬ 
ers in the two countries felt that Iran had 
scored its firet victory after the signing of 
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i the Bill since the gas deal felt within the 
realm of the US law which targetted the 
energy sector. 

The USA imposed sanctions accusing 
Iran and Libya of supporting and encour¬ 
aging International terrorism. The move 
has come on the heels of bombing attacks 
in Saudi Arabia and Atlanta and the ex- 
I plosion of the TWA flight. 


RUSSIA 

Chechnya: Shaky ceasefire 

HECHNYA has for long been under 
the grip of battle Between the Russian 
troops and the separatists. Senior Russian 
officers declared the situation totally out 
of control on August 9, 1996, following 
the trapping of 7000 Russian soldiers by 
separatists. Chechen rebels had seized part 
of the government offices and intensive 
fighting took place. 

i On August 16,1996, President Yeltsin 

j appointed security supremo General 
1 Alexander Lebed as his representative in 
1 Chechnya. Lebed replaced first Deputy i 
i Prime Minister Oleg Lobov who had ruled | 
out negotiations with rebel Chief of Staff i 
Aslam Maskhadov. After taking over i 
j charge of Chechnya Lebed declared that 
new talks mu.sl resume. On August 17, 
Lebed and rebel leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev reached an agreeihent to end 
fighting in Chechnya and postpone, for 
the time being, the issue of die republic's 
status. They also agreed to set up a joint 
commission to monitor the ceasefire. 

On August 23, Russian troops began 
implementing a disengagement plan in i 
line with the peace agreement for 
Chechnya. General Lebed warned that 
violations of the agreement would be dealt | 
with severely. 

President Yeltsin, however, expressed 
unhappiness at General Lebed's handling 
of the crisis. Till the reprts last came. Presi¬ 
dent \^Itsin was yet to endorse the peace 
accord. President Yeltsin's agreement is vi¬ 
tal to the success of the deal. 


SRi UNKA 

President appeals for pesos 

HE Sri Lankan President Ms 
Chandrika Kumaratunga, on August 
19,1996, appealed for peace and unity to 
end the Tamil separatist war. In a message 
to mark the second anniversary of her tak¬ 
ing office, she said that the objective of 
her government's war against die separat¬ 
ist LTTE was peace While she made no 
reference to the military's worst setback of 
a loss of a ganison of 1488 men, togedier 
with over $ 50 million worth of weapons, 
in the north eastern region in July, 1996, 
she did point out that the capture of Jaffna 
j by the government was the biggest 
i achievement. 

I The President observed tliat the re- 
i versal of the country's development, in- 
I creasing intlation and the cost of living, 

1 erosion of investor confidence and aggra- 
; vation of the problems of unemployment 
are all direct ramifications of the war, Be¬ 
sides economic development, democratic 
values and basic human freedom also gels 
endangered 

The Kumaratunga governmeni of a 
coalition ot a tew political parties, under 
the name of 'Tlie People's Alliance' fPA), 
had begun its office very well in August 
1994, extending a hand of friendship to 
the LTTE, resuming negotiatioas for a po¬ 
litical settlement of the ethnic conflict and 
restoring democracy Two years after the 
government took charge, it appears to be 
in deep trouble with tlie war getting out 
of hand and the economy in shambles with 
a high cost of living. The government had 
expected that the all-out war strategy 
would bring the LTTE down on its knees, 
forcing it to return to the negotiating table. 
Divesting the public? sector coupled with 
reduced government expenditure ivas 
supposed to have helped in gathering re¬ 
sources. However, die government seems 
to have overlooked the connection be¬ 
tween die war and the economy. In the 
past one year itself, the war expenditure 
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has increased from SL Rs 28 billion to SL 
Rs 48 billion. Even the private sector and 
the foreign investors have preferred to sit 
it out till the political problems are solved 
and political stability is achieved. 

SOUTH KOREA 
Former President Chun 
sentenced to drath 

August 26,1996, the former Presi¬ 
dent of South Korea, Mr Chun Doo- 
Hwan, viras sentenced to death by a court 
for master-minding a military mutiny and 
an insurrection linked to the infamous 
Kwangju massacre. 

The court also handed down a sen¬ 
tence of 22 years and six months in jail for 
Roh Tae-V\bo, Chun's .successor, for liis key 
role in the mutiny and corruption. 

The two former heads of State had 
also been found guilty, of taking bribes of 
more than 6(H) million dollars between 
them, while in office between 1980 and 
1993. 

In the turbulent 50-ycar history all 
former South Korean Presidents have 
fallen into disgrace or met a tragic death. 

First South Korean President, Mr 
Syngman Khee, who was elected in 1948, 
was forced to resign in a popular upris 
ing, led by students, in 1960, after he failed 
to prolong his tenure through rigged elec¬ 
tion. He was forced into exile in Hawaii. 

The second Presidott, Yoon Bo-Sun, was 
toppled by a military coup in 1961, led by the 
then Major General Park Chung-hee. Park 
stayed in power for 18 years, ruling witfi an 
iran-harei, until he was assassinated by his 
top intelligence racial in October 1979. 

The power vacuum was filled by 
Chun and Roh Tke-Woo. Chun had be¬ 
come President in 1980, after suppressing 
a popular uprising in the southwestern 
city of Kwangju, which had left more than 
200 dead. Amid turbulent pro-democracy 
protests, he had handpicked Roh as his 
successor in 1988. 


PAKISTAN 

Sectarian militancy on the rise 

T he month of August witnessed out¬ 
bursts of tension and violence in Paki¬ 
stan. On August 14, the country's 49th an¬ 
niversary of independence, unidentified 
gunmen attacked a procession of Sunni 
Muslims and killed about a dozen people. 
The Sipahe Sahaba Pakistan (SSP), the 
party whose activists died in the attack, 
blamed its rival Shiite party, Teherik-e- 
Jafaria Pakistan (TjP) and its militant 
offshoot the Sipahe Mohammed Paki¬ 
stan (SMP), for the attack. Fears of re¬ 
venge came true on August 18, when a 
dozen heavily armed gunmen killed 18 
and wounded more than 50 people at a 
Shiite convention in the Central Punjab 
province's peaceful Vehari district. Sur¬ 
prisingly, the SSP denied the attack and 
a new Sunni militant group called the 
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (force of Jhangvi), 
apparently named after the SSP's 
founder, claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

The militant SSP is said to be^a prod¬ 
uct of this decade only. It has had a phe¬ 
nomenal growth and is the architect of 
neo-fundamentalism in Pakistan. It was 
born out of the mainstream Jamiat-e- 
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI), in 1984, led by a fire¬ 
brand militant who had publicly declared 
his hatred for Shiites. The SSP formally 
broke ranks with JUI in late 1980s. The 
two differed on their views on how an 
Islamic State should be run, witii the SSP 
being more hard-line. 


USA 

Change in Welfare System 


0 |N August 23,1996, President Clinton 
signed an overhaul of the welfare sys¬ 
tem tliat gives Stales more power, limits 
eligibility and ends direct Federal aid for 
poor children. Under the new law intro¬ 
duced, Federal welfare spending is pro¬ 


posed to be cut mainly by reducing fund¬ 
ing for the food stamps programme and 
aid to legal immigrants. Besides, a five- 
year life time limit has also been imposed 
on receiving welfare and requires recipi¬ 
ents to begin working within two y&trs 
after receiving benefits. Aid to fai^es 
with dependent children and smaller 
programmes are folded into an annual 
block grant to States to run titeir own 
programmes. 

While President Clinton termed the 
change as one that offers hope, honours 
responsibility, rewards work and changes 
the terms of the debate, several Demo¬ 
crats and their traditional allies were up¬ 
set about it. They termed the changes a 
welfare denial and not welfare reform. 

BANGUDESH 
Mujib’s assassins arrastsd 

a 4 August 13,19%, Bangladesh po¬ 
ke arrested three retired Army ofe- 
ers allegedly invdved in fire assassination 
of the country's founding fathers Sheikh 
Miqfour Rahi^, on August 15,1975. The 
three officers—Col Faruq-ui-Rahman and 
Shahriar Rashid Khan and Major 
Mohammad Khairuzzaman—were arrested 
from theii houses in Dhaka. 

The three officers were arrested un¬ 
der ffie Speda! Powers Act. They, afong 
with their accomplices, had been given 
indemnity, by a constituticmal amend¬ 
ment, by lire ttren goverrunent of late Presi¬ 
dent General Zia-ur-Rahman, in 1979 . 
After the assassination of ^Uch Mtqib 
and other members of his family in 19^, 
the alleged assusins had been absorbed 
in the foreign s^ce by the Zia govem- 
menL However, the Awaml League, com¬ 
ing to power after 21 years, has recalled 
the officers from Bangladesh missions 
abroad. Out of six such officers, only re¬ 
tired Ma^r Khairuzzaman returned home, 
claiming that he was not involved in the 
killing of Sheikh Mujib as he was in a 
training course abroad during the assas- 
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sination of Mujib. 

Just two days after the arrests wen’ 
made, Bangladesh officially mourned the 
death of Sheikh Mujib, 21 years after his 
assassinationJn a military coup. Prime Min- 
LSler Sheikh Hasina Wajed, Mujib's daugh¬ 
ter, said that henceforth August 15 would 
be known as a "national mourning day." 


AFGHANISTAN 
Ceasefire between Hekmatyar 
and Dostum 

T he Hekmatyar4ed Afghanistan gov¬ 
ernment declared on August 13,1996, 
that it had reached a formal ceasefire with 


the Afghan public is seen as the reason be¬ 
hind the pact. 

Hekmatyar, who has faced enormous 
obstacles to the implementation of his poli¬ 
cies and plans since taking office, is seen to 
have scored a personal victory with the pact. 

The ceasefire brings along with it a 
decision to reopen the Salang hi^way. This 
road links Kabul with northern Afghanistan 
and Caitral Asia. Wth its reopening, Kabul 
would be able to get essential food and com¬ 
modities fronv Central Asian countries. 


JORDAN 

Signs of unrest; foreign parties 
blamed 


one of its most bitter rivals, Gen A.R. 
Dostum. An attempt by Hekmatyar to as¬ 
sert his authority and win the support of 


J ORDAN'S King Hussein has alleged that 
the two-day riots in August, 1996, over 


iHN' RiNXMt Oft urq^mned tatmlsatton 

*Ths State ol World Population”, a report of the United Nattone Population 
Fund, points out that incraas^ unplanned urbanisation, particularty in the devel- 
Ofdng oountries, wiit have serious implications tor the course of many Infectious 
dlasaaea. tnoluc^ AIDS. Acute respiratory infections, tuberculosis and other air¬ 
borne InfaKitions are a me^r source of mortalHy and ill^atth in rural and urban 
waas in the dev^ping woM. The report has also added that these diseases tend 
to be mote prevalent in urban areas, with the highest incidence occurring in the 
poorest, moat crowetod localities. In fact, the emergence of diseases of the immune 
ayUtam,, paiticutar^ HIV/AtOS,. has increased the prevalence of iubetcoiosis. 

tt-iias been found fitat the high returns of prostitution, compared wMi dther 
emptojnnent, is a strong incentive for some poor young women seeking to support, 
dierasirtves and their family members. This has also fed to a ste^y dow of HIV- 
brtoctaiL women back to their villages. Skice AIDS affects economlosdly pwductiva 
aduffa, it hava aedous effects in. some rapidly devetoping courrtdM- Bwides 
iha tong-term 'of losing m many men and women In thmr most ptod^ive 
yea^ mere to ^ab the economic effu^t of the toss of such workers and ttie cost of 
refiiabing fftem. Soclai costs kiduda the damage to young families with me less of 
ona or both parents and the creation of a ganeratton of orphans. ' ■ - 
. tha .report also jtpims <Mt|, that though the widespread use of anffiitotiw baa 
cohtHbitted sfgnlHcandy to bi^ haeilh in the past 40 years, vaodne deveibpmant 
itiae been slower than hoped. Furthar prograas would now depend oh kigar^ of 
j^jiseiichera md adaptability of dissate organtsim. 

Them bat bean an em^asto kt the report on the need for new counter maa- 
mm It poor uifeeh was lQ>pav(^.tapt6iid teitotonce from daepsnirig antfeprildr 
ly^^'ltloreovmi d^^ atoq a need'tor pdMc haaffh Intervsntt^ mentarea'.m alt 
ink the ^ of antbicittos. Time induds beker health fidliweiat^iKf^ 
andisMstitioMdedhot^^ ctodneif food and wiaerarxItnoreelkdMil .waste dtopr^ 


a hike in bread prices in the Kingdom, were 
provoked by foreign parties who want 
chaos in the country. He corroborated his 
allegation by pointii^ outthat die riots in the 
southern towns of Karak, Mazac lafikh and 
Maan were a planned operation and woe die 
result of very precise sdwmes. Efc put die 
blame on militants who were eidier trained 
in Iraq or had sympathies with the govern¬ 
ment in Baghdad. 

Earlier, on August 17, Karak had been 
put under Army control after hundreds of 
protestors, angered by a more-than-double 
increase in bread prices, clashed with the 
police and set fire to public buildings and 
banks. The removal of subsidies on bread 
had been part of an IMF plan arrived at 
liberalising Jordan's economy to enable it 
to pay ofl^ huge foreign debts and attract 
investments. 


UNITED NATIONS 
Budget proposals for 1998-99 

T he United Nations introduced its 
Budget proposals for 1998-99, on Au¬ 
gust 17, 1996, The Budget calls for a 
6.9 per cent decrease on the current two- 
year Budget for 1996-97. The proposed 
amount for the 1998-99 budget is $ 2.4 
billion, which is $ 178.9 million less 
than the current $ 2.6 billion. The sav¬ 
ings are proposed to be made by pro¬ 
ducing the same output with fewer staff 
(leading to a 15 per cent cut in the 
10,000 staff jobs since January 1996) and 
by improving administrative processes. 

Although the USA welcomed these 
changes, it is unlikely that this will 
make the country change its opposition 
to the re-election of the UN Secretary 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali. The 
decision to veto Boutros-Ghali's candi¬ 
dacy for a second term is, apparently, 
in part to deflect criticism from the 
Republican Party that President Bill 
Clinton was subordinating US power 
to the UN. 
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ABBREVIAnONS 

G7: Conference on Disarmament 
WIPO: World Intellectual Property 
Organisation 

AWARDS 

G.D. BirU Award 1994 and 1995 

T he 1994 G.D. Birla Award has been pre 
sented to Padmanabhan Balaram, Pro¬ 
fessor of Molecular Biophysics at the In¬ 
dian Institute of Science, Bangalore. The 
1995 award has been presented to Girish 
Saran Agarwal, Director Physical Research 
Laboratory, Ahmedabad. The award car¬ 
ries a plaque, citation and a cheque of Rs 
1.5 lakh. 

Kirti Chakra and Vir Chakra 1996 
■poOJARI Manikyam of Andhra Pradesh 
X (posthumous) has been awarded the 
Kirti Chakra while Capt Sahil Sharma, 
Artillery, and Hav Surender Singh of 
Garhwal Rifles (both posthumous) have 
been awarded the Vir Chakra. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khei Ratna Award 
TjORMER world champion Karnam 
A Malleswari, who played a major role in 
bringing Indian women in international 
weightlifting, has been coi\ferred the Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna Award for 1994-95. The 
award carries a medal, a scroll of honour 
and Rs 1 lakh. 

Sarabhai Awards 

S IX scientists have been selected for the 
Hari Om Prerit Vikram Sarabhai 
Awards, carrying a medal and a cash prize 
of Rs 25,000. They are: N. Balakrishnan of 
the liulian Institute of Science, Bangalore; 
Bidyut B. Chaudhari of Indian Statistical 
Institute, Calcutta; Nagesh N. Rao of the 
Physical Reseatdi Laboratory, Ahmedabad; 
Maddali Vivekanand of the National Cen¬ 
tre for Radio Astrophysics, Pune; K. 
Nagachenchaiah of dte Space Application 


Centre, Ahmedabad and Y.N. Bhushan of 
the Indian Space Research Organisation. 
The awards have been instituted by Hari 
Om Ashram, Nadiad in the memory of 
Vikram Sarabhai, founder of Physical 
Research Laboratory. 

Shankar Furuskar 1995 

T he 1995 award has been given to 
l&shdev Shalya, Director of Darshan 
Pratishthan, Jaipur, for his book 
Moolyatatwa. The award carries a plaque, 
citation and cheque for Rs 1.5 lakh. 

BOOKS 

Between Hope and History 

W RITTEN by US President Bill 
Clinton, the new book is being de¬ 
scribed as "his vision for the nation". 
Subtitled 'Meeting America's Challenges', 
the book presents Clinton's political phi¬ 
losophy and policies. 

CYBERSPACE 

Making calls through the Internet 

A small company in the United States, 
^bs of Advanced Technology Inter¬ 
national Corporation, has developed a 
new technology to make long distance 
calls over the Internet using the ordinary 
telephone, at an extremely low price. 

While it is already possible for those 
with compatible equipment to make prac¬ 
tically free telephone calls to anywhere in 
the world over the Internet, the latest de¬ 
velopment is an improvement because it 
needs no special equipment. 

The typical Internet system requires 
callers to have high end computers, 
Internet accounts and special software- 
barriers that, so far, have made free 
Internet calling limited to hobbyists. 

Labs makes tiie service potentially 
availaole to anyone: Customers would 
merely call a central number, then dial 
their long-distance number. The caU is 


carried on the Internet, then put back 
onto the local phone system at its desti¬ 
nation. 

DEFENCE 

'Nishanf test flight is successful 

r JDIA has successfully flight-tested its 
first Unmanned Air Vehicle, (UAV), 
cheristened Nishant. The UAV is designed 
to perform discrete aerial recormaissance 
of the battlefield, including target acqui¬ 
sition. Test flights of Nishant were con¬ 
ducted on August 20 and 21,1996, at Kolar 
near Bangalore. 

The flight trials demonstrated 
Nishant's capabilities in accurate naviga¬ 
tion to designed target points and in fly¬ 
ing extended missions lasting several 
hours with electro-optic and photographic 
payloads. 

Siachen operations to be listed in 
Guinness Book 

T welve years after it was launched. 
Operation Meghdoot remains the long¬ 
est, highest and most expensive air main¬ 
tenance operation anywhere in the world. 
World-level recognition is finally in the 
pipeline with the Guinness Book of 
Records having decided to publish a part 
of this operation in its 1997 edition. 

Recognition will be accorded to the 
Leh-based 114 helicopter unit, nicknamed 
Siachen Pioneers, which has regularly been 
utilising the French originated Cheetah 
helicopters up to its maximum operat¬ 
ing altitude. For over a decade-and-a- 
half, pilots of this squadron have been 
landing at posts located above 18,000 
feet in the Siachen glacier. The helipads 
at most of these posts are barely three 
square metres in size and routinely come 
u^er fixe from Pakistani army positions 
across the Actual Ground Position Line 
(AGPL). 

The cost of air maintenance opera- 
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, i^ns for troops on the Siachen glacier 
Worics out to a daily average of Rs 2.5 crore 
nr approximately Rs 1,000 crore a year. 

The Siachen Pioneers comprises 
purely of volunteer pilots. The list of the 
occupational hazards includes extreme 
cold ranging from minus 40 to five de¬ 
grees Celsius, operating in mountainous 
terrain averaging between 15,000 to 
24,000 feet, hypoxia, white out, glare and 
fatigue. 


NUCLEAR ENERGY 

NTeactor'Apsara' completes forty years 

A SIA'S first and con^letely indigenous 
nuclear reactor, Apsara, which laid the 
foundation of nuclear research in India, 
has completed 40 years. Located at Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Apsara 
is the only "swimming pool" type nuclear 
reactor in the country. It is very functional 
even today and has been steadily operat¬ 
ing at 500 KW. 

Swimming pool reactors are so 
named because the core of the reactor, 
consisting of enriched uranium fuel ele¬ 
ments, 1$ immersed in an open pool of 
ordinary water. 

A committee of experts had been 
appointed ten years ago to report about 
^ state of the reactor, which, it was felt, 
had outlived its longevity. However, the 
committee as well as scientists who were 
using the reactor for research purpose, 
recommended against decommissioning it 
and so Apsara continues to live. 

Besides the Tarapore Atomic Power 
Rant, Apsara is the oidy other reactor in 
the country which is fuelled by enriched 
uranium. 


PROJECTS 

Conaerving folk healing systems 

A strategy to conserve ^e popular but 
indocumented tribal and folk heal¬ 
ing systems of India and neighbouring 
Asian countries has been launched in 
Delhi. 

Several government and non-govern¬ 
ment organisations from the South Asian 


region are joining hands in this venture 
which is supported by the Internattonal 
Development Research Centre (IDRC), 
the Canadian government body fund¬ 


ing development research in the third 
world. 

Tribal and folk medicinal practices 
have medicinal herbs and other forest 
products as their base and comprise the 
largest part of primary health care in 
South Asia even today. Most of these 
healing systems, practised by over 2,000 
different tribal groups and millions 
among the rural population, remain un¬ 
documented and not well understood. 
Many of these traditional healing prac¬ 
tices are handed from one generation to 
the next through folk songs or oral tradi¬ 
tions. These are different from other Asian 
healing systems like Ayurveda, Unani, 
Sidha, Ubelan and Chinese systems of 
medicines. 

The IDRC Medicinal Plants Network 
(IMPN) will ensure that these traditional 
medicinal plant-based healing systems 
were not taken away by trade interests. If 
necessary, the IMPN would secure patents 
for these healing ingredients and systems 
and ensure that the repository people and 
the community got the commercial ben¬ 
efit in case there was a revenue generation 
from such patenting. 

Plan to exploit uranium deposits 

A tomic Minerals Division (AMD), a 
unit of the department of atomic en¬ 
ergy in Hyderabad, has drawn up an am¬ 
bitious programme to exploit concealed 
uranium deposits in the country through 
state-of-the-art technology. 

This would put India among the se¬ 
lected few countries in dte world which 
have the capability to take up such explo¬ 
ration. 

Australia, Canada, Russia and United 
States are the other coimtries which had 
taken up exploratory work, leading to the 
discovery of mineral deposits of consider¬ 
able economic signification. 

Concealed deposits woe likely to be 
located in the 2,200 million to 640 million- 
year-old proterozoic basins. Cuddapah 
and Srisailam in Andhra Pradesh, Bhlma 
and Kaladgi in Karnataka, Bastar, 
ChiiKlwada, Sambalpur and Gwalior in 
Madhya Pradesh, Devgarh in Orissa and 
Aravalli in Rajasthan are expected, to yield 
concealed deposits of uranium and other 


minerals. 

Remote sensing, ambome magnetic 
and radio metric survey datas would ex¬ 
tensively be used for digital image pro¬ 
cessing to select suitable areas widtin the 
basins for detailed geo-physical explora¬ 
tion by transient electromagnetic indiked 
polarisation and self-potential tech¬ 
niques. 

RESEARCH 

New electronic chip developed 
A handful of chipmakers are striking it 
x^ich by giving many new electronics 
products the 'gas'—the industry's nick- 
rwme for gallium arsenide (chemical no¬ 
tation; GaAs>—a semiconducter material 
inherently much faster than silicon. 

At f^t, 'gas' found eager customers 
among military and aerospace companies, 
which were willing to pay double—or 
even much more—to bypass silicon's 
speed limits in microwave conununica- 
tions and radars. Later, supercomputer 
companies realised that Ca As chips could 
speed up their next generation comput¬ 
ers. But Intel reduced the prices of silicon 
microprocessors so much that it was 
cheaper to boost speed with multiple sili¬ 
con chips instead. 

Gallium arsenide's resurgence stems 
from an ever expanding profusion of ap¬ 
plications, as telecom compaiues launch 
new wireless services. Gallium arsenide 
also has a higher signai-to-noise ratio, 
which means cellphones can go farther 
from their base stations. GaAs chips also 
consume less power, so wireless models 
can have smaller batteries or offer longer 
battery life. 

SPACE 

Evidence of Life on Mars claimed 

S cientists claim to have found evi¬ 
dence that life existed on ffie planet 
Mats. 

Exhaustive study of a small meteor¬ 
ite, slightly larger thm a crkket ball, has 
showed up what could be fossils of tiny 
extraterrestrial organisms, leading scien¬ 
tists to believe that primitive miooscopic 
life existed on Mars 3.6 billion years ago. 
The evidence was exdting, even compel¬ 
ling, but not conclusive. 
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The evidence could also rechaige a 
flagging American space exploration 
programme. President Clinton went live 
on television to hail the breakthrough, 
calling it a "dikovery of vindication of 
dtt American space programme", and in¬ 
dicating renewed filing. 

According to NASA, ^ evidence was 
found in meteorite called Allan Hills 
84001, discovered by meteorite hunters in 
1985 but only recently confirmed as Mar¬ 
tian. Scientists say the meteorite 
crystallised from molten rock, an ratimated 
4.5 billion years ago, when Mars, was still 
being formed and debris flew through 
the solar system. ALH 84001 was blown 
into space some 15,000 million years ago 
when a large asteroid struck Mars, and it 
crashed into the Antarctic some 13,000 
years ago. 

Scientific missions to Mars planned: 
Electrified by research suggesting 
that Mars may once have harboured life, 
America's space agency NASA is gearing 
up for a scientific mission to the red 
planet. 

IWo American spacecraft, a lander 
and an orbiter, are planned for launch 
and eight more craft, two every other 
year, will rocket toward Mars within a 
decade. 

In addition, Russia will launch Mars 
'96 this year. Japan too will send a mission 
in 1998. 

Scientists doubt VS theory on Mars: 
China poured scorn on the US an- 
nouncemwit of fossilised evidence of life 
on Mars, saying an increasing number of 
scientists have stopped believing Ameri¬ 
can sensational discoveries. 

After the fake research findings by 
two American scientists in discovering 
cold fusion a few years ago, the official 
Xixffiua news agency said, more and more 
scientists across the world have begun to 
doubt the sensational scientific discover¬ 
ies made over the last few years by the 
US. 

Geobgists from all over the world 
reports ffiat a meteorite that fell onto Ant¬ 
arctica 13,000 years ago holds the remains 
of single-cdl l^e on Mars, since US scien¬ 
tists have given little evidence ffiat the me¬ 
teorite came from Mars. 


Many scientists agreed that life on 
or in the meteorite would be destroyed 
as it passed through the earth's atmo¬ 
sphere. 

The dispute over the potatosized rock 
is only the latest in a string of claims and 
counter-claims. 

Japan's indigenous rocket blasts off 

{ APANESE H-2 rocket blasted off from 
the southern island of lanegashima on 
ugust 17,1996 and successfully put an 
earth-observation satellite into orbit in a 
joint mission with the United States and 
France. 

Ihe $ 1.2 billion project marked the 
fourth mission for the entirely Japanese- 
made spacecraft. 

With four successful launches and 
no failures over the past two-and-a-half 
years, the latest H-2 mission also marked 
a new milestone for japan's space 
programme, which envisages another 
four H-2 launches over the next three 
years. 

The Advanced Earth Observing Sat¬ 
ellite, known as ADEOS, is the largest sat¬ 
ellite launched by Japan and one of the 
world's biggest earth-observation satel¬ 
lites. It is equipped with earffi-observa- 
tion sensors developed by national space 
agencies of France, Japan and the United 
States. 

MISCELLANY 

Book shops at your doorstep 

M OBELE book shops are being intro¬ 
duced in India, initiating the read¬ 
ing public to a much larger area with much 
more ease. 

These mobile exhffiitions will reach 
readcB in far off localities where there are 
no good showrooms for books, according 
to the National Book Trust (NBT). They 
bring books at the doorstep of an avid 
reader. 

The NBT's summer book fair is 
organised to coincide with the summer 
vacations. Shops are set up at vantage 
points like market places on deB^;natkl 
days which are made known tlwugh 
advertisement. Readers can examine vari¬ 
ous books and buy ffiem. 

The exhibitions are not business 


propositions and the revenue from sales is 
far short of production costs. But ffte aim 
is to make books accessible to everymie, 
according to the NBT. 

World's largest book shop in Delhi soon 
■pVELHI will soon have ffie world’s larg- 
L/est book shop, with over 50,000 titles 
on display and sale, according to ffie Na¬ 
tional Book Hust (NBT). ' 

Spread over an area of 8,000 square 
feet, tius Shop, perhaps the only one of its 
kind in the world, will have hmks in all 
Indian languages imder one roof. 

Another significant feature of this 
'permanent book fair' would be its "book 
club' which would enrol members from 
across the country. Besides providing 
good books to readers at reasonable 
price, the club would also ensure guar¬ 
anteed clientele to the hundreds of pub¬ 
lishers who would set up their stalls in 
the shop. 

NGOs engaged in spread of literacy 
and reading habits would get priority in 
allocation of stalls. The project, a totally 
self-financed project of NBT, coming up 
near tiie posh Vasant Vihar area of the 
Capital, is expected to be completed within 
two years. 

US to produce most advanced computer 
system 

I JM, the world's largest computer manu- 
acturei; has been given the go ahead by 
President Bill Clinton to produce the 
world's most advanced computer system, 
powerful enough to simulate nuclear ex¬ 
plosions. 

The 60-inillion pound sterling com¬ 
puter, which is expected to be completed 
by 1988, is estimated to be 300 times more 
powerful than any existing machine and 
would enable nuclear weapon States to 
simulate teste after the new Conq^rdten- 
sive Test Ban Ireaty (CTBT) comes into 
force. 

IBM won the contract and is bas¬ 
ing the system on 'IBM servers' that ran 
the just concluded Atlanta Olympic 
games results service. These comput¬ 
ers are capable of ten trillion calculations 
per second. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

AtianU Faialympics 1996 

3^ disabled athletes ftom 120 countries 
took part in the Paralympics, held at At¬ 
lanta, USA, soon after the 1996 Olympics 
were over, porting achievements reached 
new heights in th^e games. 

The next Paralympic Games will be 
held in Sydney in 2000. 

BILLIARDS 

28th intematianal Billiards 

Qiampionship 

MKE Russell, the world No. 1, won the 
Championship and was crowned the In¬ 
ternational Billiards and Snooker 
Federation's World Champion. The event 
was held at the Nalco Auditorium in 
Bhubaneshwar. 

CHESS 

First live Chess contest of its kind 
ANATODC Karpov beat around 250 contes¬ 
tants from all over the world in just 32 moves. 
While Karpov sat in a Helsinki hotel, his 
chess board moves were transferred to vir¬ 
tual board on surfer's screens via Internet. 
The most popular moves of the world con¬ 
testants was then computed as the chosen 
response, and carried out on Karpov's 
board. 

CRICKET 

Indian Colts win world title 
INDIA won the inaugiural Lombard Wbrld 
Challenge Cricket Cup (under-15) with a 
four-wicket triumph over arch-rival Paki¬ 
stan in the final at Lord's in England. 

Paldstan-England 

MUSHTAQ Ahmed and Wasim Akram 
confirmed their status as two of the world's 
great match-winning bowlers, when they 
administered Pakistan's 2-0 Test series vic¬ 
tory over England. 

In the third and final test at Oval 


Mushtaq's spinners claimed six wickets for 
78, while Wasim Akram took three for 67 
and became the 11th bowler in Test his¬ 
tory to reach the mark of 300 wickets. 

FOOTBALL 

Kalyani Black Label Federation Cup 
Football Championship 
RAMAN Vijayan guided the Calcutta gi¬ 
ants East Bengal, to win the Champion¬ 
ship with a 2-1 victory. 

POWERLIFTING 
Senior National Powerlifting 
Championship 

20-year old loganathan of Tamil Nadu 
clinched the gold medal in the 52-kg class. 
He won a total of 532.5-kg in squat, bench 
press and dead lift. His squat total of 210 
kg has been a record lift in the country. 

Kerala's Skipper B. Minikumari set 
four records in the 44-kg category. 

In the women's 60-kg class, 
Madhumati Khatko of Maharashtra 
bagged the gold, breaking a record in her 
total of 412.5 kg. In the same category, 
Geeta Dongree of Madhya Pradesh won 
the silver. 

In the 675-kg class the gold, silver 
and broiuEe medal winners were—Asha 
Poojari of Maharashtra, lapasi Dutta from 
Dellu, and Malathi Ghosh of West Bengal. 

In the 90-kg category for men, 
Paramjit Singh Saini of Punjab claimed 
the gold medal, setting four records. 

In the overall championship, Kerala 
was the winner, followed by Maharashtra 
and Punjab. 

V. Lokanathan of Thmil Nadu and 
Sarala Shetty of Banking Services Board 
were declar^ dte strong man and strong 
woman of India, respectively. 

SAILING 

President Laser Association trophy 
RAMASWAMY Mahesh of Naval Sailing 


Club, Mund>ai, lifted the trophy after he 
won the 11th National Regatta Champi¬ 
onship at the Hussain ^gar Lake in 
Hyderabad. Mahesh is a 29-year old Na¬ 
val PUot who has won the national title 
for the third time in succession. 

SHOOTING 

World record by young Indian 
ABHINAV Bindra, a class IX student, cre¬ 
ated a sensation at dre Patiali Rao Shoot¬ 
ing Ranges, when he scored a maximum 
possible of 600/600 in d\e 177 Air Rifle 
(ISU) category. He has set a world record 
by beating the earlier record of 597/600 
scored by Wolfram Wibel in the World 
Shooting Championship in Munich. VMbel 
also holds the current Olympic record of 
596/600. 

Bindra has also surpassed the juiuor 
world record in air pistol category. 

He is also the Erst subjunior in die 
world to surpass the world record for se¬ 
nior men at the age of 13 years. 

TENNIS 

Hong Kong Bank Junior National hard 
court championship 

UZMAKhanofAndhra Pradesh won both 
the girls imder-18 singles and doubles dde 
in the Championship held at Madras. 

In the singles Enal, Uzma beat V. 
Archana of iCamataka to win die set and 
match 6-0,6-3. 

Canadian Open, 1996 
MONICA Seles successfully defended her 
title when she defeated second-seeded 
Arantxa Sanchez ITicario of Spain 6-1,7-6 
(7-2) in the final played at Montreal. 

ATP event 

ANDRE Agassi overpowered Michael 
Chang 7-6 (7-4), 6-4 to claim his second 
consecutive title at dte $ 12 nuUion event 
held at Mason. 
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Question Box 


Q. Which are the good institutes for 
doing a post graduate diploma in Hu¬ 
man Resource management? 

—R. Srilatha, Pondicherry 
A. Wb are often asked to recommend 
institutes for some course or the other. The 
Cmpetiticm Master cannot make a distinction 
between good and bad institutes; what would 
matter is: a) whether the institute has a pro¬ 
fessionally qualified faculty, b) the jobs it can 
getfbriis students and c) its reputation among 
professionals, students and industry. Based 
on thiscriteria, wesuggest you scan the news¬ 
papers for admission notices and make an 
assessment for yourself. One yardstick that 
can be used is whether the institute hasAICTE 
recognition, though a number of question¬ 
able institutes have managed to get this 
accredition. The decision to do a course from 
a particular institute is thus individual and 
would vary from person to person. 

Q. 1 am doing my BBM, ICWA and 
a course in computers. Will I be able to 
get a good job? 

—Vijay Kumar, Bangalore 
A. With so many qualifications, we are 
sure that you will be able to get a good job. 

Q. What is liquidity crunch? 

—Nanda Lai Biswal, Tanwat (Orissa) 
A. When a company has less liquid 
r^urces, meaning such assets that can 
easily be converted into ca^, it is said to 
go through a liquidity cnmch. When it 
reaches a state where it has no money to 
carry on day to day business and cash 
realisations are less, it is said to be in a 
liquidity trap. 

Q. What is the difference between 
trade mark and copyright? 

—Srinivas Prasad Nainak, Chirala (AP) 
A. A trade-mark-is a registered design 
or name used to identify a manufactum's 


goods. A copyright, on the other hand, is 
an exclusive legal right, held for a certain 
number of years, to print, publish, sell, 
broadcast, perform or record an original 
work or any part of it. 

Q. 1 am doing a course in HRD. 
Please suggest some periodicals for 
keeping up-to-date knowledge in this 
field. 

—C.B. Chandra, Begumpet (AP) 
A. There are a number of business 
magazines available which cover HRD 
cases and news. Management journals will 
also be useful to you. Apart from this, many 
foreign journals on HRD are also available. 
We suggest that you check out froma news 
agency in a big city which may be stocking 
such journals, or become a member of a 
management library. 

Q. I want to open a dairy farm. 
How can 1 know about it? 

—Anurag Misra, Cuttack (Orissa) 
A. To start a modem dairy plant, you 
should try to get training from the National 
Dairy Re^arch Institute (NDRl) or a mod¬ 
ern dairy farm in your area. Some co-op¬ 
erative societies also have modem facilities. 
Once you have the technology, you can 
arrange to invest and open a m^em dairy 
plant. 

Q. How much time should be spent 
in preparations for competitive exams? 

—Rohina Mittal, faitu (Punjab) j 
A. The length of file tune put in is not 
important, but the quality of time fiiat you 
put in. Ideally, you should study for short 
durations (45 min-1 hr) and take a break 
after that. This will,ensure that you are 
fresh and alert. The number of such ses¬ 
sions that you can put ki depends cm the 
type of exam and how much course is to 
be covered. 


Q. Can I appear in bank PO or civil 
services exams after BBM? ' 

—Bhupendra Sharma, Udaipur (Raj) 
A. Since it is a recognised graduate 
course, it has nothing that could dis¬ 
qualify you from appearing in PO or IAS 
exams. 

Q. How should I prepare for MCA 
entrance exams? 

—Sonu Sadan, Kathua (j&K) 
A. You will get some sample questions 
from the institute when you apply for the 
MCA. This should give you a fairly good 
idea about the exam and you can prepare 
accordingly. 

Q. What is the difiference between 
confidence and overconfidence? 

—Gaurav Sharma, Hyderabad (AP) 
A. If you have trust in your own abfl- 
ity, you have confidence. When fius trust is 
not based on a proper assessment of abil¬ 
ity, you may be suffering from over-confi¬ 
dence. 

Q. In the context of progressive 
liberalisation, do you think that there is 
any need for retaining the Planning 
Commission? 

-rAtanu Majhi, 24 Parganas (WB) 
A. Many economists feel that with in¬ 
creased liberalisation, file Planning Com¬ 
mission is defunct. Moreover, since 
government spending caimot be controlled 
and the State continues to spend on non¬ 
productive items of expenditure, plans just 
remain on paper. Politicians too habitually 
spend in excess of plan allocations. Thus it 
is felt fiuit the Planning Commission could 
be dispensed with. However; the govern¬ 
ment uses it to give cnqrloyment to bu¬ 
reaucrats and polificians who cannot be 
accommodated elsewhere, so it is unlikely 
that it would be dismantled in fire near 
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Correspondenca coumes Avaiiabto: 


Q. I want to take part in chess competitions but there is 
no such facility in my town. How can I develop this hobby 
and game? 

—Ritesh Khanna, Shimla (HP) 
A. It would be ideal if you form a club widi some friends for 
playing chess. You can charge a small fee with which you can buy 
prizes for chess tournaments. As your club grows, you can organise 
inteir-school competitions and even an inte^State tournament. This 
is the way that local clubs usually grow and begin to make a mark 
on the national scene. 

Q. I have done my B.Com (Hons) with 48% marks. Is 
percentage important for job interviews? 

—Mihir Roy Gupta, Jamshedput^fBihar) 
A. Percentage is usually an important criteria for moSl jobs. 
If you have other skills or experience, it might be overlooked, but 
if you are a fresher you will surely be asked about it. 

Q. Most computer institutes say that their courses are 
equivalent to B.Tec/B.E. Is that true? t^^ll I get a good job 
after doing an expensive course in a famous private institute 
or will I get stranded in lower end jobs? 

Sandeep Mookerjee, Allahabad (UP) 
A. Computer courses from private institutes arc not equiva¬ 
lent to B.Tech/B.E. inspite of their claims. If you want to pursue 
a career in computers and want to be in a senior position, you 
should do MCA from a reputed Institute or University. 

Q. Why is it necessary to have maOis to do Economics Honours? 

—Anita Tagore, Calcutta 
A. In economics, mathematical models have to be made and 
understood. That is the reason that maths is considered necessary 
for studying the subject. 

Q. What is Cyberspace? 

—Kanu Bhusan Das, Salerno (Thpura) 
A. Please refer to our cover story in September 95 issue which 
will answer your query in detail. 

Q. I want to become a playback singec How can I be¬ 
come one? 

—Rajeev Kumar, Patna (Bihar) 
A. You should develop your art and look for opportunities to 
erdtibii it. Approach the local radio and television station for a 
chance. Also enter the competitions organised by different music 
companies where they look for fresh tdent. If you are good, you 
will definitely get a chance to become rich and famous. 

Q. What is the difference between NPT and CTBT? 

—P Mohana Rao, TekMi (AP) 
A. Ihe NPT stops nuclear proliferation among member States 
while the CTBT baris nuclear testing. 
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ES-97 


Engg. Services Exam 


_ .. (NINTH BATCH) 

♦ CMI 

♦ Mechanical 

♦ Electrical 

♦ Electronics & Telecommunleitions Engg. 

For Prospectus containing syllabus, elegibirity condi¬ 
tions. types of questions asked, send Rs. 15/-. 


KITS 

I AVAILABLE 

ISAIL 


FORDSuSOySEO! 

Mach. Eieci. Elactronics, CMI. Instruman- 
ration. MataRurgy, Crxnputan Kft containing 
Piva Papers with explanatory anawara and 
relevant Work BooktRs 575/-(Poatage free) 


(STEEL AUTHORITY OF 
INDIA LTD.) 


KIT AVAIUBL.E IN TWO MODULES 
StoduTa A > For Mach, Elect, Elactronlca. Computara* and MataHurgy* 
nia rttt oanMna .--Aefllaafma eontpany, 

Sofved Papera ef AaWotia yeara ivrrri ExpranMUena. 
TWo aala of Modtf Papara with Expranafiana. 

War* Soofca anGanaral English. Quaniitativa Abikty, Tan of Raiaorang 
SGanaralAwaranaas Priea Ra. SSS/-(Pealage Fiaa) 

' Computer S MataRurgy kit does not contain papers ol Previous years and 
Includes 5 Modal Papani n aU ^ 

Modiitoe.'-ForMadiancai, ElectncalA Electronics only 
TnaftfrcoMNna In addlUonol Module AN contains a WORK ■oon 
ON Data Intcrprctation * A Technioal Review 
Mannual. Prioa Ra. SSW- (Poataga Fr4a) 

I Kit containing Five Papers with explanatory 
I armvara and ralavant Work Books 
I Ra. 475/-(Postaga tree) _ 

I Admission Test 

^ 1 For Praspactua containing types ol guastions 
I atkad.MocMPeierwflhAlW/ys(S.liaiol 
B msHtutiont, ate. Ra 2IV- _ 

Civil Engg. and Elactronics & Conun. Engg. tor 
Prospactus containing syHabut, List ol books 
racomandsd, A tUtgnoatie tnt Mth ax- 
gitnations. ate. Sand Re. 25/- 


Ki iy! 


GATE 


BRIDGE the gap between You and 
Your Success in Interview 




FfiCINQ INTERVIEW 


aepwatB EdMona for CMI, Moch., 
Eloctrtcal, Eloctronica and 
Computar Enginaaring Sitaanw 

Price Rs. 225/- (Postage Free). Please apecity branoh of Engg. 


MASTERS ACADEMY 


540/8, Qoblndpurl, KrikcH. Nmv OeHii - lie Oie 

Cauniar SalaaonTiiaadavandFitdaMfiBin 1.flOo.m. taS.flOBjm. onlv 









OBJECTIVE -TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 

Income Tax and Central Excise Inspectors’ Exam 
held on the 28th April, 1996 


1 1 11 m and n be the two whole numbers If m" - 2*? 
the value of h"' is 

{a) 4 (b) U) (0 2'i (d) 12 

2 Tlie squaa* of a natural numbei sublravted from its 
tube IS 4S The number is 

( 1 ) fi (!') 1 (t) 4 id) H 

^ Tlie m II kcd price tit an ai tit le is 40' o abtn e tht sost 

prut lilt discount tluit ma\ be allowed to make a profit of 

12^ IS 

(a) 12 . (/>) 2S (t) 14% (d) 20 

4 rht total population of a citv ts2,40 000 out of w Inch 
112 (X)0 are males Out of t very 100 males, *10 can read ind 
wiite but only 64^ of thi total population can do so Ihe 
ptitcntige of M omen tint lan icad and vt iile is 

(rr) lb) 2fi (i J 12^ id) Ifi,^ 


s An etjuihlt ril ti i ingle of side 6 t m has its cornt rs 
t ul off to foi m 1 icgular hi xagon The area ol this hexagon is 
(«) t->V 1 ‘’qini (fi' Ivisqcm 

1 v 1 

(i) Ivbsqtrii UO , sqtm 


6 A mail in' csted i itrtain sum of money at 1 pti 
iiiiium simple intiiest AtUr b months he invested an equal 
sum at b pet annum sim|ile interest When Iht imourit in 
cathiist bcci III Rs2'’0f hi withdiiw Ihi momv Hit sum 
investtd in t iih a-vt was 

(ORslKK) (M RslSOO 

U) Rs20(K) (i) Rs2,2lK) 

7 If * means add the first numbei to 6 limes the second 
number then 

(I*:)* nquils 

(a) 121 lb) 11 (i) 91 (d) 91 

8 A lonieal flask with base radius r and height7i is 
full ot water Us water is poured into a cvlindrieal fla'k of 
base-radius m? T he ri ight to w hit h the water w ill i ise tn the 
cvlindrieal llask is 

(.i3«a m-J', (cjf I,,)?; 

9 Find a foui-digit perfect square number w hose first 
two digits and last two digits taken separately also represent 
pel feet square numbers 

(a) 1681 (b) 1636 (c) 1664 (d) 6481 

10 "nie price of cooking gas having Increased by 25%, 
the percentage of reduction that a family should etfect m the 


use of aioking gas sti as nt>t to increase its expendituie on this 
account is 

(a) 15 (b) 20 (c) 25 (d) 30 

11 The tax on an article is decreased by 15% and its 
eonsumphon increases by 20% The effect on the revenue 
derived from it is 

(a) 5% increase (b) 2% increase 

(c) 5‘!^< decrease (d) 2 % decrease 

12 The rainwater from a flat rectangular roof, 5 meteis 
by 6 meters, drains into a tank 1 meter deep and of base area 
1 2 sq meters What amount of rainfall will fill the tank’ 

(n) 12 cm (b) 2 cm (t) 25 cm (d) 4 cm 

11 By sellmg 144 tin boxes, Kamal suffered a loss equal 
to selling price of 6 boxes If the total cost price of the boxes is 
Rs 7,200 the selling price of a box is 

(fl) Rs40 (b) Rs38 (c) Rs48 (d) Rs50 

14 A man blends two \ arietics of oiffee, one costing Rs 
22 per kg and the other Rs 26 per kg in the i atio 6 5 He sells 
tht blended variety at Rs 24 50 per kg Find the gain or loss 
per cent, correct to 2 decimal places 

(i) 2 86 % gain (b) 2 56% gain 

(<)216'uloss (d) 2 86 % loss 

15 A candle 8 cm long bums at the rate of 3 cm m 2 

hours Another candle 5^ cm long bums at the rate of 2 cm in 

1 hours The time, after which btith the candles will be of 
same length, is 

la) 3^ hours (b) 2 houis 

(t) 2 ,^ houis id) Ihouis 

4m 

16 A sum of money invested at compound interest 
amounts to Rs 5,850 at the end of two years and to Rs 5,908 50 
at the end of 3 years The rate per u»nt per annum is 

1 (n) '2 (b)ll (c) 10 (d) 09 

17 Naresh bought an article foi Rs 240 and marked its 
price 20% above the cost price He sold the article for Rs 264 
after allowing a certain discount on the marked price The 
discount allowed by him was 

(fl) 8 ^% (h) 85 % (c) 8 |% (d) 8 |% 

18 A sum of money is lent out at compound mterest for 

2 years at 20% per annum It would fetch Rs 482 more if foe 
interest is compounded half-yearly than if it were com¬ 
pounded yearly The sum of mtmey is 
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(a) Rs 20,000 (b) Rs 22,000 

(c) Rs 24,000 (d) Rs 25,000 

19. If a man walks to work and rides back home, the 
entire trip takes him an hour and a half. When he rides both 
ways, it takes him 30 minutes only. How long would he take 
to make the round trip if he walks both ways? 

(a) 1.5 hours (b) 2 hours 

(c) 2.5hours (d) Shouts 

20. A and B entered into a partnership by investing Rs 
40,000 and Rs 50,000 respectively. After 3 months C also joins 
die business with an investment of Rs 60,000 whereas B 
withdraws Rs 10,000 from the business. They had a profit of 
Rs 51,000 after one year. The share of C in the profit exceeds 
that of B by: 

(a) Rs500 {b) Rs 1,000 (c) Rs 1,500 ((f) Rs 2,000 

21. A college library gets a discount of 15% from the 
publisher if the library buys btxiks worth more than Rs 5,000. 
The library also gets another discount of 5% for cash pay¬ 
ment. If the books worth Rs 8,000 were bought and paid in 
cash, how much did the library have to pay? 

(a) Rs530 (6) Rs 6,460 

(c) Rs 6,800 (d) Rs 6,880 

22. Instead of dividing Rs 117 among A, B and C in the 
111 

ratio r : T : I divided the sum in the ratio 2:3:4. Who 


acauvf 2 * 3 * * vaivivawu Jii aaaaw & * wr • vviiv* 

gained the most and by what amount? 

(a) A;Rs28 (b) B;Rs3 

(c) C;Rs20 (d) C;Rs25 

23. A can do as much work in 3 days as C in 4 days and 
B does as much in 5 days as C in 6 days. If A completes a work 
in 18 days, the number of days in which B will be able to 
complete the work, is: 

(a) 12 (ft) 15 (c) 18 (d) 20 

24. The ratio of the first class railway fare to the second 
class fare between two stations is 4:1 and that of the number 
of passengers travelling between the two stations by first 
class to that of passengers travelling by second class is 1 :40. 
If in a day, Rs 1,100 is collected from passengers travelling 
between the two stations by the railways, the amount col¬ 
lected from the second class passengers is: 

(a) Rs450 (b) Rs500 

(c) Rs750 (d) Rs 1,000 

25. Aiund can do a piece of work in 16 days and Bala 
can do it in 10 days. They started the work together. But Bala 
had to leave the work 3 days before the completion of the 
work. The whole work was completed in: 

(a) 8 days (b) 5 days 

(c) 10 days (d) 9 days 

26. A, B and C are on a trip by car. A drives during the 
first hour at an average speed of 50 km/hour. B drives during 
the next two hoius at an average speed of 48 km/hour. C 
drives for the next three hours at an average speed of 52 
km/hour. They reached their destination after exactly sue 
hours. Their mean speed (in km/hour) was: 


27. The wages of labourers in 4 factory has increased 
in the ratio 22 : 25 and their number decreased in the ratio 
15 :11. What was the original wage bill of the 6actcnry if the 
present wage bill is Rs 5,000? 

(a) Rs 4,400 (5) Rs 6,000 

(c) Rs 5,500 (d) Rs 6,600 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (d) m" = 25 = 5^ m = 5,n = 2 n'" = 2® = 32 

2. (c) x’-x^ = 48 =»x^(x-l) = 4^x3 = 4^(4-l) x = 4 

3. (d) LetCP = Rsl00,P = 12% 

.-. S.P. = 100 +12 = Rs 112 
M.P. = 100 + 40 = Rsl40 
.•. Discount = 140 -112 = 28 

fyo 

Discount% = — X100 = 20% 

14u 

4. (c) Females = 240000-132000 = 108000 

64 

Persons who can read and write = x 240000 

= 153600 
90 

Males who can write and read = x 132000 

lUu 

= 118800 

Females who can read and write 

= 153600- 118800 = 34800 

„ . 34800 290 „„2 

Reqd. %age of women = x 100 = -^ = 32- 

5. (a) Each int. angle of a regular hexagon = 120® 

Z1 = 60“,ZA = 60“ 

.-. Corners cut off from an equilateral A to form a 
regular hexagon will also form 3 small equilateral As 
.'. 3x = 6 =» X = 2 
Side of a regular hexagon = 2 

Area of this hexagon = ^^. (side)^ = ^^ x 2^ 

= 6 V3 sqcm 

6. (c) Let us suppose that after time t the amount in each 

case becomes = Rs 2300 

ATSP-Pxix, = P4PX5|5(.-i) = 2300 

5 

On solving t = 3 years P[1 + x 3] = 2300 

.-. P = 2300 x|^ = Rs 2000 
115 

7. (b) (1*2)*3 = (1+6x2)*3 = 13*3 = 13 + 6x3 = 31 

8. (6) 7c(mr)2H = ^nrh=9H = -^^ 


9. (a) 

10. (b) 

11. ib) 


(a) 50 


(b) 5o| 


(0 51 ^ 


(d) 52 


Reduction in consumption = ^ 100 = 20% 

Revenue = Tax x Coitsumption 
If tax and coruumption both be 1(K)%, the new 


revenue = 85% x 120% = 102% 
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tncrease « 2% 


12. (<0 5x6xhsl2xl=*h«^ = 0.4m = 4cm 

13. (c) SP*CP-Loss 

S.P. of 144 boxes * CP of 144 boxes - SP of 6 boxes 
.'. S.P. of 150 boxes Rs 7200 
7200 

.•.S.P.oflbox=-^ = R8 48 

14. (a) Let the total quantity of coffee be llxi^ 

P = S.P.-C.P. 

P» 2450 X llx- (6x x22 + 5x x26) 

*26950x-262x = 7.50x 

P% = ^^xl00 = ^ = 2.86 
262 X 262 

15. (if) Let the time aft» which both candles will be of same 

length be t his 

.-. A.T.S. 8 - |t = y - |t =» t = 3 hrs 


B gets = 36 


Cgets 


= ~xll9 = Rs27 


A's share 


2 + 3 + 4 


xll7*Rs26 


16. (c) 




5908.50 R 59085 
5850 ^100^ 58500 


■ R = 1% 


17. (b) MP = -^x240 = 288 

S.P. = Rs264 

.’. Discount = 288 - 264 = 24 
Dis(x>unt% =! X100 = 8||% 

18. («) P[(l+^)^-l)-P[(l+^)^-l]=482 

or P 1(1 + —)* - (1 + ■—)^] = 482 =» P = Rs 20000 

19. (c) Let the time taken walking to work be x hrs and for 

riding back = y hrs 

3 

x + y = 2or2x + 2y = 3 


.-. 2x = 3-J = |hrs = 2.5hrs 
2 2 


20. (b) A's share 
40000x12 
or 480000 


B's share 

(50000X3-Hn000x9) 

510000 

17 


C's share 
60000 (12-3) 
540000=16 :17:18 


B's share = —x 51000 = Rs 17000 
16+ 17 + 0 


C's share: 


■X 51000 »Rs 18000 


Reqd. amount»18000 -17000 = Rs 1000 

21. (b) Amount paid by the library=-^x^jx 8000 

»Rs6460 

22. (d) A B C 

1 . 1 . l = 6-4.3 
2 3 4 ■ ■ 


B's share = ^ X117 = Rs 39 ' 

C's share = ^ 117 =Rs K! 

.'. C gains most by Rs 52 - 27 = Rs 25 

23. (d) A's one day's works — 

la 

1 1 

.-. A's 3 days' work ~ jg ^ ~ 5 ~ ^ day's work 

/. C's one day's work = 

C's 6 days' work “ ^ ^ ^ “ 4 

B’s 5 days' work = ^ 

.-. B's 1 day's work = - 20 

B will do the work in 20 days 

24. (d) Let the first class railway fare and second class rail¬ 

way fare be Rs 4x and Rs x resp. and no. of pas- 
serigers of first class and that of 2 nd class be y and 
40y resp. 

A.T.S. 4x X y + X X 40y * 1100 xy = 25 
Amoimt collected horn Und class passengers=40 xy 

= 40 x 25*Rsl000 
1 3 

25. (a) Anand's 3 days' work " jg ^ ^ ~ jg 

3 13 

Remaining work = 1 - T 7 = 77 
Id 16 

(Anand's + Bala's) 1 day's work = ® H 

10 lU oU 

13 

— of work is done by both in 1 day 

1 ^ Rn 

.-. of work will be done ini x^x.— = 5 days 

Total time = 5 + 3 = 8 days 

26. (b) D = Sxt 

Total distance = 50x1+48 x 2 + 52 x 3 = 302km 
Total time = 6 hrs 

.-. Mean speed = « 50km/hr 

o 3 

27. ( 6 ) Let the original wages of labourers be Rs 22x and 

increased wages = &x 

Original no. of labourers=15y and reduced no. = lly 
.•. Original wage bill = x 5000 = Rs 6000 
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OBJECnVE-TYfE queshons 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

Uttar Pradesh Subordinate Selection Board Exam 
held on 19th May, 1996 


1. Adam Smith IS called the father of: 

(a) Botany (b) Zoology 

(c) Economics. (d) None of the above 

2. Hormones are carried from one part of the body to 

another party by_. 

(a) Blood (h) Lymph 

(c) Nervous system (d) None of the above 

3. Under the provision of which Article of the Consti¬ 
tution, did the Government of India abtilish the practice of 
untouchability? 

(a) Article 16 (b) Article 17 

(c) Article 18 (d) Article 19 

4. Bile secreted by liver helps in_ 

(a) Respiration (b) Excretion 

(c) Purification of blood (d) Digestion 

5. The fifth generation of computers will have_ 

(a) Speech perception (b) Image perception 

(c) Capabilities of calculating 10 to 100 times more 
than the 4th generation computer 

(d) All of the above 

6 . By what percentage did the National Income grow 
during the Seventh Five Year Plan? 

(a) 2-1% (b) 5.6% (r) 5.2% (d) 4.5% 

7. Who is the winner of 1995 Jnanpith award? 

(a) Girija Kumar Mathur (b) Naresh Mehta 
(c) Akshay Kumar Jain (d) None of these 

8 . The power to decide an election dispute rests with: 

(a) Parliament 

(b) High Courts and lower courts 

(c) High Courts with an appeal to Supreme Court 

(d) Election Commission 

9. The 1996 Olympic Games are going to be held 

m_. 

(a) Alaska (b) Atlanta 

(c) Brisbane (d) Beijing 

10. Which of the following countries has launched 
smallest combat aircraft in the world recently? 

(a) Germany (b) Hong Kong 

(c) Japan (d) India 

11. Who among the following Indian actors recently 
completed 50 years in Indian cinema? 

(a) Dharmendra (b) Rajesh Khanna 

(C) DevAnand (d) J<»tendra 

12. Who among the following players has become the 
second quickest bowler in the world to take 200 Test Cricket 
wickets in terms of number of Test recently? 


(a) Curtly Ambr.ise (b) Shane Wanu* 

(f) WaqarYounis (d) Craig McDermott 

13. The Constitution amending power is pmvided in: 

(a) Article 368 (b) Article 35 

(c) Article 370 (d) Article 352 

14. We borrowed the idea of Parliamentary system of 
democracy from: 

(a) Sweden (b) Canada 

(f) USA (d) England 

15 Who establishes a new State in India? 

(a) The Executive (b) The Prime Minister 
(c) The President (d) The Parliament 

16. The term of the Lok Sabha may be extended by 

(a) Six months (h) One year at a time 

(c) One year only (d) Five years 

17. The SERI was established in India during the year 

' (a) 1988 (li) 1993 (c) 1992 (d) 1975 

18. If the deficit of a budget is covered by printing of 
currency notes, the result will be 

(a) inflation (b) devaluation 

(c) depression (d) n’cession 

19. A Free Port is a Port which. 

(a) does not have any custom checking 

(b) allows duty fret' imports 

(C) allows free entry to giHids which are to bo exported 

(d) allows free entry togixids horn cvrtnin spcH;inl anmlnes 

20. Which of the following film personalities has re¬ 
ceived the Norman Beaton Award for the year 1995? 

(a) Amitabh Bachchan (b) Sridevi 

(c) Saeed Jaffery (dj Kader Khan 

21. Cricket team of which ot the following countries 
won the Wills World Cup 1996 

(a) India (b) Sri Lanka 

(C) Australia (d) West Indies 

22. The Jharkhand movement stands for: 

(a) Independence (b) Reservation 

(c) Social justice (d) Statehcxid 

23. Dialysis is used when a patient has serious trouble 
with: 

(a) Liver (b) Lung (c) Heart (d) Kidney 

24. Jaundice is a disease of the: 

(a) Liver (b) Heart (c) Eyes (d) Lungs 

25. Which mirror is used as a rear view mirror in vehicles? 

(a) Inverted (b) Convex 

(c) Concave (d) Plain 
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26. Which of the following gases is released by automo¬ 
biles? 

(fl) Nitrogen dioxide (b) Carbon monoxide 
(c) Carbon dioxide (d) Sulphur dioxide 

27. The National Institute of Fashion Tedinology is lo¬ 
cated at: 

(fl) Ahmedabad (b) Bombay 

, (c) New Delhi (d) Kanpur 

28. "Operation Bajrang" was action of the Indian Troops 
against: 

(a) Tamil Tigers in Tamil Nadu 

(b) Tamil militant positions in Sri Lanka 

(c) ULFA activists in Assam 

(d) Drug Peddlers at Indo-Pak Border 

2y. Indian State Having the largest number of Scheduled 
Castes is; 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Bihar 

(c) West Bengal (d) Punjab 

30. Tiananmen Square is in; 

(ii) Japan (h) Korea 

(r) China (d) Indonesia 

31. The name of Garry Kasparov is associated With: 

(a) l'(»olball (b) Hockey 

(f) Lawn-Tennus (d) Chess 

32. The unit of nreasuring fixid energy is- 

(rt) Volts (b) Ergs 

(r) Horse Power (d) Calories 

33. India occupies first position in the production of: 

(rt) Rice (h) Wheat (c) Tea (d) Sugarcane 

34. India i.s Republic because it has: 

(a) Parliament (b) Elected Prime Minister 

(c) Federal form of Goverrunent 

(d) Elected President 

35. Ikebana is the Japane.se art of- 

(rt) Modem painting (b) Plant farming 

(c) Freestyle wrestling 

(d) Flower arran^ment 

36. The headquarters of UNICEF are located in: 

(fl) New York (h) Geneva 

(c) Vienna (d) Washington, D.C. 

37. One-rupee note bears the signature of; 

(a) Governor (b) Finance Minister 

(f) Secretary, Ministry of Finance 

(d) None of the above 

38. Ajanta Paintings depict scenes from the: 

(a) Ramayana (b) Mahabharata 

(cj Jatakas (d) Upanishads 

39. The "Single Window Scheme" whichcame into ef¬ 
fect fnw Oct 1,1986 was introduced for: » 

(a) Custom clearance at the actual destination 

(b) Conunodity-wise custom clearance windows 

(c) Borrowers to send their loan applicatior^ only to 
one lead public financial Institution 

(d) On the spot clearance of Income Tax Returns 

40. Which of the following satellites helps telecast TV 


network progr^mes all over the country? 

(a) Aryabhatta (b) Appte 

, (c) INSAT-IB (d) Rohini 

41. Which one of tire following is not correctly matched? 
(a) Maradona—Football (b) Geet Sethi—Tennis 

(c) V. Richards—Cricket (d) Pargat Singh—Hockey 

42. In military terminology 'zero hour' nreans: 

(a) Mid-night 

(b) Expectrf time of withdrawal 
, (c) Expected time of attack 

(d) Expected time of surrender i 

43. Who said,'Go back to Vidas'? ‘ 

(a) Dayanand Saraswati 

(b) Vivekanand 

(c) Ramakrishna Paramahansa 

(d) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

44. Most important function of blood is to transport: 

(a) Nutrients (b) Oxygen 

(c) Waste products (d) Hormones 

45. Distance in navigation is measured in: 

(a) Nautical Miles (b) Kilometres 

(c) Decibels (d) Chains 

46. The maximum strength of Lok Sabha and Rigya 
Sabha respectively is: 

(a) 5CX3 and 250 members (b) 525 and 238 members 
(c) 537 and 275 members (d) 545 and 250 members 

47. Thermos flask keeps a liquid hot because: 

(fl) It has double walls 

(b) It has silver coated walls 

(c) Air between the double walls is removed 

(d) Heat losses by conduction and radiation are largely 
prevented 

48. Who is the author of "The Satanic \ferses"? 

(fl) Abdullah Bukhari (b) Ayatollah Khomeini 
(c) Maulana Azad (d) Salman Rushdie 

49. The main function of Reserve Bank of India is: 

(fl) To keep the accounts of general public 

(b) To give loans to people 

(c) Credit control (d) None of these 

50. Which of the following States touclres boundary of 4 
nations? 

(fl) jfammu & Kashmir (b) Assam 

(r) Nagaland (d) None of these 

51. In which State of India, jute agriculture is largest? 

(a) West Bengal (b) Bihar 

(c) Orissa (d) Maharashtra 

52. Money Bill can be introduced in: 

(fl) Lok Sabha only (b) Rajya Sabha only 

(c) Either Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha 

(d) None of these 

53. Which one of the following rocks is transformed into 
marble? 

(fl) Limestoire (b) Granite 

(c) Peat (d) 9Kaie 

54. Which one of the following statements is correct? 
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(a) A nominated Member of Parliament cannot be 
made a Minister 

{b) Tlw leader of the largest party in d\e Lok Sabha is 
necessarily die head of die government 

(c) A person appointed as a Minister has to become a 
member of one of the Houses of Parliament within 
six months, if he is not already one 

(d) The President of India cannot hold office for more 
than a term 

55. Which of the following is an artificial source of en- 
;rgy? 

(a) Coal (b) Wood (c) Sun (d) Electricity 

56. Dehydration in human body is caused due to the 
Dss of: 

(a) Wamins (b) Salts 

(c) Hormones (d)‘ Water 

57. Meningitis is a disease which affects the: 

(a) Uver (b) Heart (c) Brain (d) Kidneys 

58. Which country awards the Nobel Prize? 

(a) Switzerland (b)'Sweden 

(c) India (d) U.S.A. 

59. Which of the following has the hipest calories per 
pram? 

(a) Proteins (b) Glucose 

(c) Fats (d) Sugar 

60. At which particular place on earth are days and 
li^ts of equal len^ always? 

(a) Prim^ meridian (b) Poles 

(c) Equator (d) Nowhere 

61. WWch one of the following is not correctly matched? 
(a) Gu|arat—Kandla (b) Kerala—Cochin 

(c) Karnataka—^Mangalore 

(d) Orissa—^Vishakhapatnam 

62. Buddha's preachings were mainly related to: 

(a) Belief in one God 

(b) Practice of Rituals 

(c) Purity of Thought and Conduct 
(<0 Idol Worship 

63. Match List 1 with List 2 and select your answer from 
;he codes given below the lists: 

List’l List>2 

(Minerals) (Chi^ regions Cff 

minerals extraction) 

a. Coal 1. Karnataka, Madhya 

Pradesh 

b. Petroleum 2. Bihar, Andhra Pradesh 

c. Manganese 3. Bihar, Bengal 

d. Mica 4. Maharashtra, Karnataka 

5. Assam, Gujarat 
Codes: abed 

(a) 3 5 1 2 

(b) 2 1 3 4 

(c) 2 5 3 1 

(d) 5 3 4 2 


64. Universal donor of blood is one whose blood group 
is: 

(a) A (b) AB 

(c) B (d) O 

65. Match List 1 with List 2 and select your answer fmn 
the codes given below the lists: 

List 1 List 2 

a. Navjhran Express 1. Delhi-Udaipur 

b. Prayag Raj Express 2. Puri-New Delhi 

c. Neelanchal Express 3. Ahmedabad-Madras 

d. Chetak Express 4. Delhi-AUahabad 

Codes; abed 

(a) 2 1 3 4 

(b) 1 2 3 4 

(c) 4 2 1 3 

(d) 3 4 2 1 

66 . India leads the world in the export of: 

(a) Coffee (b) Cotton 

(c) Manganese (d) Mica 

67. "City of Seven Hills" is in: 

(a) New York. . (b) Rome 
(c) San Francisco (d) Belgium 

68 . Who among the following is not a cricket player? 

(a) Sanjay Manjrekar (b) Ajay Jadeja 

(c) Sachin Tendulkar 

(d) Vishwanatham Anand 

69. The first railway line was laid in: 

(a) U.S.A. (b) North-East England 

(c) Europe (d) U.S.A. and England 

70. The first nuclear submarine acquired by the Indian 
Navy is named as: 

(a) Maitri (b) Chakra 

(c) Gangotri (d) Nag 

71. On which day the World Environment Day is cele¬ 
brated? 

(a) June 1 (b) April 22 

(c) May 7 (d) June 5 

72. Which of the following is the longest river in the 
world? 

(a) Ganga (b) Amazon 

(c) Thames (d) Nile 

73. Article 370 of the Constitution confers special status 
on: 

(a) State of Punjab (b) Jammu & Kashmir 
(c) Assam < (d) Rajasthan 

74. Who is the Supreme Commander of Army, Navy 
and Air Force? 

(a) Defflice Minister (b) Prime Minister 

Jc) Present (d) Vice-President 

75. Kuchipudi Dance originated in: 

(a) Orissa (b) Karnataka 

(c) Kerala Andhra Pradesh 

76. Kudiemukhis: 

( 0 ) A type of whale (b) ANavalship 
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<£) An Irrigation Project 
(<0 An Iron ore Prefect 

77. Decimal curreiKy system was adopted in India in 
the year: 

(a) 1957 (fe) 1958 (c) 1955 (d) 1956 

78. Who was the last Governor-General of free India? 

(a) LordWaveU (b) The Lord Mountbatten 
(c) William Bentinck (d) C. Rajagopatachari 

79. Which of the following is the currency used in 
China? 

(a) Lira (b) Rouble (c) Yuan (d) Yen 

80. A fuse wire is used in an electric circuit to: 

(a) Minimise the loss of current in transmission 

(b) Maintain the voltage level 

(c) Prevent the heating of the electric wire 

(d) Prevent too high an electric current from passing 
through the circuit 

81. Famous Khajuraho temples are located in: 

(a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Madh 3 ra Pradesh 

(c) Bihar (d) Rajasdhan 

82. Which of the following is an anti-tank missile devel¬ 
oped in India? 

.. (fl) Nag (b) Trishul (c) Akash (d) Prithvi 

83. The number of members nominated to Lok Sabha by 
the President is: 

(a) 2 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 12 

84. Who invented Dynamite? 

(a) Alfred Nobel (b) Marie and Pierre Curie 
(c) James Watt (d) Thomas Alva Edison 

85. The term 'Habeas Corpus' is associated with; 

(a) Microbiology (b) Military system 

. (c) Legal system (c) Urea production 

86 . The time required for moordight to reach earth is; 

(a) 1 second (h) 1.3 seconds 

(c) 2 seconds (d) 3.6 seconds 

87. Who is the first Indian woman to scale Mount Ever¬ 
est? 

(a) Asha Agrawal (b) Bachendri Pal 

(c) Arti Gupta (d) P.T. Usha 

88 . "1 have nothing to offer except blood, sweat and 
tears" was said by: 

(a) Subliash Chandra Bose (b) Churchill 
(c) Lord Nelson (d) Napoleon 

89. Who among the following is likely to benefit by 
Iitflation? 

(a) Creditors (b) Debtors 

• (o) Workers (d) Government 

90. What is name of the document published by the 
Goverranent to apprise die public on any issue? 

(a) Gazette 

(b) Reportof the Public Accounts Committee 

. (c) White Paper (d) Noneof theabox'e 

91. The Nai|^ Dutt Film Award is given to the best 
feature film on: 

(a) Naricmal integration 


{b) Environment 

(c) Social issues (d) Wholesome entertainment 

92. Which country supplied the A-320 aerc^lanes to the 
Indian Airlines? 

(a) France (b) West Germany 

(c) U.K. id) U.SA. 

93. Which one of the following is not correctly matched? 

(a) KCF — Punjab 

(b) LTTE — Sri Lanka 

(c) JKLF — Assam 

id) JMM — Bihar 

94. Which one of the following is matched correctly? ’ 

(a) JantarMantar — Udaipur 

(b) Marble Rocks — Jabalpur 

(c) \flctoria Memorial — Bombay 

id) Pichola Lake — Srinagar 

95. Which one of the following is not a statutory func¬ 
tion of the UPSC? 

(a) To advise the government on methods of 
recruitment, promotion and control of Public 
Services. 

(f») To look after the interests and rights of services. 

(c) To hear appeals from civil servants and redress 
their grievances. 

(d) To act as a watchdog on the functioning of the State 
Public Service Commissioas. 

96. Dandi March is associated with: 

(a) Non<ooperation movement 

(b) Civil disobedience movement 

(c) Quit India movement 

(d) Khilafat movement 

97. Which of the following is the oldest Veda? 

(a) Sam Veda (b) Rig Veda 

(c) YajurVeda (d) AtharwaVeda 

98. Smallest bone in human body is in: 

(a) Ear (b) Hand (c) Foot (d) Ribs 

99. The average time interval between two successive 
high tides is: 

(a) 6hrs. 13 mm. (b) 12hrs.26min. 

(c) 18hrs. 19min. ^d) 24hrs. 52min. 

100. Indian farmers are most idle during: 

(a) Hot wet season (b) Hot dry season 

(c) Cold wet season (d) Cold season beginning 

101. 'Strict moral conduct and virtuous life is the way to 
salvation.' This theory belongs to: 

ta) Buddhism (b) Jainism 

(c) Hinduism (d) Islam 

102. Which source of energy disturbs the human life the 
most? 

(a) Solar energy (b) Nuclear energy 

id) Thermal power (d) Hydroelectric power 

103. Who was the first and ortly Muslim lady ever to 
rule horn the throne of Delhi? 

(a) LaxtitiBai (b) Nur-J^an 

(c) Zeenat Mahal (rQ Razia Sultan 
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104. Mahmud Ghazni attacked India many times 
mkinly to: 

(a) Spread Islam in India 
{b) Plunder India's wealth 

(c) Establish his empire in India 

(d) Take India's renowned artisans to his country 

105. What percentage of earth's surface is covered by 
ocean water? 

(a) 70 (h) 65 (c) 85 (d) 75 

106. The Five Year Plans are approved and reviewed by 
the:' 

(a) National Development Council 

(b) Planning Conunission 

(c) LokSabha (d) Union Cabinet 

107. "Take off stage" in an economy means; 

(<i) All controls are removed 

(b) Economy is about to collapse 

(c) Economy is stagnant 

(d) Steady growth begins 

108. It is ni»t advisable to sleep under a tree at night 
because trees release: 

V (a) Carbon dioxide 

(b) Carbon monoxide 

(c) Nitrc^en 

(d) Sulphur Dioxide 

109. Ghatotkach in Mahabharat was the son of: 

{a) Arjun (b) Bhim 

(c) Duryodhana (d) Yudhishlhir 

110. The Chief Election Commissioner is appointed by: 

(fl) President \(f>) Prime Minister 

(c) Parliament (d) Chief Justice of India 

111. Suez canal joias: 

(a) Red Sea and Arabian Sea 

(b) Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

(c) Aiabian Sea and Mediterranean Sea 

(d) North Sea and Baltic Sea 

112- Which type of fire extinguisher is used tor petnv 
leum fire? 

(it) Foam type ( b ) Scida acid type 

(c) Powder type (d) None of these 

113. The birth of Bangladesh was a result of which war? 

(a) 1947 (b) 1965 (c) 1971 (d) 1975 

114. In ancient Egypt, peopk* used to pa*.serve their 
dead, called: 

Vfl) Totems (b) Isolithis 

(c) Sphinx , (d) Mummies 

115. What is the similarity between Bombay and New 
York? 

(a) Sea ports (b) Capital cities 

(c) Largest cities (d) None of these 

116. Which of the following has the highest population? 

(a) Asia (h) Africa 

(c) Europe (d) None of these 

117. Which of the following is a kharif crop? 

(a) Barley (b) Gram (c) Rice (d) Wheat 


118. Which of the following does not generate energy 
inside the body but are still essential? 

{a) Fats (b) Proteins 

,,(c) Vitamins (d) Carbohydrates 

119. What are the truths about Arya Samaj? Choose the 
right code: 

(1) It opposed idolatry 

(2) It encouraged reconversion to Hinduism 

(3) It condemned casleism 

(4) It encouraged equality of men and women 

{a) 1,2, .3,4 (b) 1,2,3 

(C) 1,2.4 (d) 1,3,4 

120. 'Super 301' refers to: 

(a) A missile developed by U.S.A. 

(b) A frigate of Navy 

(c) A U.S. trade law 

(d) A forum of 301 environmentalists drawn from all 
over the world 

121. Which of the folkiwing i.s/arc the objectives of 
SAARC? 

(1 ) To improw region.il cooper.ition among member 
countries 

(2) To .accelerate economic growth, social progress and 
cultural development in the region. 

(3) To strengthen co-operation with other devek>ping 
countries 

(4) Fight against terrorism. 

{a) 1,2&:3 (b) 1,2&4 

(c) 2,3&4 (d) 1,3&4 

122. Cancer is cau.sed because ot: 


(a) Heavy accumulation of fat 

(b) Uncontrolled multiplication of cells 
(f) Controlled multiplication ol cells 
(d) None of these 

123. Match the following; 


(a) Nepanagar 

(b) Rishib-'sh 

(c) Bara uni 

(d) Pinjore 
Codi’s; (fl) (b) 

(fl) 1 2 

(b) 3 4 

(0 2 3 

(d) 4 1 


1. IIMT factory 
2 Oil refinery 
3. Newsprint 
4 Antibiotic factory 

(r) (d) 

3 4 

2 1 

1 4 

2 3 


124. In Mav-june each year, the monsoon winds ap¬ 
proach the southern tip of India from; 

(a) Northly direction 

(b) North-easterly direction 

(c) North-westerly direction 

(d) South-westerly direction 

125. Which of the following is a non-conventiona! 
source of energy? 

(a) Coal (b) Biogas (c) Oil (d), None of these 

126. Which one of the following vegetable pmteins is 
considered as goexf as an animal protein? 

(a) Soyabean protein (b) Corn protein 
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(c) Wheat protein (d) Bengal gram protein 

127. Which is the major river flowing westwards in the 
Indian Peninsula? 

(a) Krishna (b) Godavari 

(c) Mahanadi (d) Narmada 

128. I.N.S. is a; 

(a) Nuclear powered submarine 

(b) Cruiser 

(c) Destroyer (d) Trawler 

129. The Union Council of ministers in India is ap¬ 
pointed by: 

(a) The President of India according to his discretion 

(b) The Prime Minister of India 

(c) The President of India on the advice of the Prime 
Minister 

(d) By the Parliament 

130. The minimum eligible age of a candidate for elec¬ 
tion as the President of India is: 

(a) 25 years (b) 30 years 

(c) 35 years (d) 40 years 

131. In the Vedic Age, the main occupation of the Aryans 
was: 

(a) Hunting (b) Agriculture 

(c) Trade (d) Food gathering 

132. Which one of the following is the best description 
of a balanced diet? 

(a) The food that is rich in vitamins 

(b) The food that supplies all the essential nutrients in 
amounts that meet our nutritional needs 

(c) The food that provides energy to maintain the body 
at its normal temperature 

(d) The food that provides the energy to maintain the 
basal metabolism of the body 

133. Achemical that is widely used for purifying drink¬ 
ing water is: 

(a) Fluorine (b) Chlorine 

(c) Iodine (d) Potassium Permanganate 

134. The I.N.A. was organised by Netaji Subhash Chan¬ 
dra Bose at: 

(a) Rangoon (b) Singapore 

(c) Taiwan (d) Tokyo 

135. The size of the Muslim Commuirity in India is; 

(a) The largest in the world 

(b) Next only to that of Bangladnh 
. (c) The second largest in the world 

(d) Is as large as that of Pakistan 

136. Buddhism became global religion due to the e^rts 
of: 

(a) Bindusar (b) Ashoka 

(c) Kanishka (d) Harsha 

137. Who, among the following, died while fitting 
against British? 

(a) Siraj-ud'Daula 

(b) Wijid-Ali-Shah 

(c) Bahadur Shah Zafar 

(d) ilpu Sultan 


138. The largest deposits of Uranitun in India are found 
in: 

(a) Bihar (b) Kerala 

(c) Rajasthan {d) Uttar Pradesh 

139. Oxygen is transported to every cell of the human 
body by; 

(a) Red blood cells (b) White blood cells 
(c) Blood platelets (d) Hormones 

140. The first Indian to get the Nobel Prize was: 

(a) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

(b) C. Rajagopalachari 

(c) C.V, Raman (d) Hargobind Khorana 

141. Arjuna award is given for excellent performance in 
the field of; 

(a) Sports (h) Literature 

(c) Films (d) None of these 

142. Simla Pact was signed between India and Pakistan 
in the year; 

(a) 1972 (b) 1977 (c) 1966 (d) 19K 

143. Myopia is a disease connected with: 

(a) Lungs (b) Eyes (c) Nose (d) Ears 

144. The Constitution of India came into force on: 

(a) November 26,1949 

(b) August 15,1947 

(c) January 26,1950 
{d) April 1,1951 

145. Which of the following qualifications are required 
for appointment as Governor of an Indian State? 

(a) Must be a citizen of India 

(b) Must not be less than 35 years of age 

(c) Must not hold any office of profit 

(d) All of the above 

146. Cyanide acts as a poison by directly affecting the: 

(a) Brain 

(b) Affinity of blood for oxygen 

(c) Cardiac and respiratory system 

(d) Nervous system 

147. How much blood does a normal person have in his 
body? 

(fl) 8 litres (b) 4 to 5 litres 

(c) 10 litres (d) 2 litres 

148. The Indian National Congress came into existence 
in the j'ear: 

(fl) 1857 (b) 1885 (c) 1889 (d) 1947 

149. The four major components of the atmosphere are: 

(a) Oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide and argon 

(b) Oxygen, hydrt^en, carbon dioxide and neon 

(c) Oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide and hydrogen 

(d) Oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide and water 
vapour 

150. The man who discovered Mount Everest as the 
high^t peak of the Himalayas was: 

(«) Ageoli^ist "(b) A surveyor 

(c) An astronomer (d) A scientist 
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ANSWERS 


1. (c) 2. {a) 3. (b) 4. (d) 

5. (d) 6. (c) 

7. (d) The 31st (1995) Jananpith award was given to Ma- 

layalam writer M.T. Vasudevan Nair. 

8 . (c) Introduction to the Constitution oflndia^lSth Edi~ 

. ' tion, by D.D. Basu, page 353. 

9. {i}) 10. (d) 11. (c) 12. (c) 

13. (a) 14. (f)and(d) 15. (d) 

16. (c) The extension cannot be made for a period extend¬ 

ing one year at a time and, in any case, such exten¬ 
sion cannot continue beyond a period, of six 
months after the proclamation of Emergency 
ceases to operate. 

Introduction to the Constitution of India, 15th Edi¬ 
tion, by D.D. Basu, page 197. 

17. (a) 12th April, 1988. 


18. (a) 

19. 

(c) 

20 . (f) 

21 . (b) 

22 . (d) 

23. (d) 

24. 

(«) 

25. (b) 

26. (b) 

27. (c) 

28. (r) 

29. 

(fl) 

30. (c) 

31. (d) 

32. (d) 

33. (c) 

34. 

(c) 

35. (d) 

36. (a) 

.37 (c) 

38. (c) 

39. 

(c) 

40. (c) 

41. (6) 

42. (c) 

43. (a) 

44. 

(b) 

45. (a) 

46. (d) 

47. (d) 


48. (d) 

49. (c) 

50. (a) 

51. (a) 

52. (a) 

53. (a) 

54. (c) 

55. (d) 

56. (d) 

57. (c) 

58. (b) 

59. (c) 

60. (c) 

61. (d) 

62. (c) 

63. (a) 

64. (d) 

65. (d) 

66 . (d) 

6 ^. (b) 

68 . (d) 

69. (b) 

70. (5) 

71. (d) 


72. (d) 6,679 km 

73. (b) 

74. (c) 

75. (d) 

76. (d) 

77. (d) 

78. (d) 

79. (d) 

80. (d) 

81. (b) 

82. (a) 

83. (d) 

84. (a) 

85. (c) 

86 . (b) Light travels at 3,00,000 km per second, and me 


distance from earth is 3,85,000 km. 


87. (b) 

88 . (b) 

89. (b) 

90. (c) 

91. (a) 

92. (a) 

93. (c) 

94. (b) 

95. (d) 

96. (b) 

97. (b) 

98. (a) 

99. (d) 

100 . (c) 

101 . (b) 

102 . (c) 

103. (d) 

104. (b) 

105. (b) 

106. (a) 

107. (d) 

108. (a) 

109. (b) 

no. (a) 

in. (b) 

112 . (c) 

113. (c) 

114. (d) 

115. (a) 

116. (a) 

117. (c) 

118. (c) 

119. (b) 

120 . (c) 

121 . (b) 

122 . (b) 

123. (b) 

124. (d) 

125. (b) 

126. (a) 

127. (d) 

128. (a) 

129. (c) 

130. (c) 

131. (b) 

132. (b) 

133. (b) 

134. (b) 

135. (c) 

136. (b) 

137. (d) 

138. (a) 

139. (a) 

140. (a) 

141. (a) 

142. (a) 

143. (b) 

144. (c) 

145. (d) 

146. (a) 

147. (b) 

148. (b) 

149. (a) 



150. (b) 

Sir George Everest, a British Surveyor. 
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OBJECTTVE-TYK QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


SSC Income Tax and Central Excise Inspectors’ Exam 


Directions: In QucBtions (1 to 5), 
out of the four given altemetives, 
chooee ttie one which beet expresses 
the meaning of ttie given wo^ and 
mark it on tlw Answen-Sheet by black' 
ening the Kctangle (« ) corresponding 
to die appropriate letter (A, B, C, D). 

1. ILLICIT 

(A) not legible 

(B) not legal 

(C) not attractive 

(D) not sociable 

2. COMPLEMENT 

(A) words of praise 

(B) a grammatical category 

(C) tocon^lete 

(D) a geographical category 

3. RISQUE 

(A) slightly humorous 

(B) stilly Imprc^r 

(C) slightly h»y 

(D) very risky 

4. APLOMB 

(A) amumnce 

(B) fear 

(C) adventure 

(D) a powerful bomb 

5. OCULl^ 

(A) otir who possesses occult 
knowledge 

(B) one who makes optical in> 
stmments 

(C) A specialist in the treatment 
erf ENT disease 

I (D) A Kiedalist in the treatment 

of tne diseases of die eye 
DirecHonst In Questions (6 to 10), a 
group of words is given in each ques¬ 
tion. Below it are given four words 
which can be substituted fm the given 
group of WfHds. Find die appropriate 
alternatives which can sulMdtttte die 
I given words, arid mark diem in die 
Answer-Qiect by blackening die rec¬ 
tangle coRciqwiiding to the ap- 
ptQprialekdter (A, B, C, 

I 6. A drawing on transparent 
papw 

(A) red print 


held on the 28th April *96 
TEST II 

(B) blueprint 

(C) negative 

(D) transparency ' 

7. a cure for all diseases 

(A) Panache 

(B) Panacea 

(C) Panax 

(D) Palliative 

8 . ready to believe 

(A) cr^ulous 

(B) credible 

(C) creditable 

(D) incredible 

9. study of birds 

(A) Otology 

(B) Optology 

. (C) Ophthalmology 

(D) Ornithology 

10 . a dramatic performance 

(A) Mask 

(B) Mosque 

(C) Masque 

(D) Mascot 

Directions: In Questions (11 to If!), 
the first and the last sentences of die 
passage are numbered 1 and 6. The 
rest of the passage is split into four 
parts named P, Q, R, and S. These four 
parts are not given in their proper 
Older. Read die passage and find out 
which of the four combinations is cor¬ 
rect Then find the correct answer and 
indicate it in die Answer-Sheet by 
blackening the rectangle (■») cor¬ 
responding to die appropriate letter 
(A,B,C,D). 

11 . 1.1 had halted on die road. 

r. As soon as I saw the elephant I 
knew I should not shoot him. 

Q. It is a serious matter to shoot a 
working elephant 

R. I knew that his 'must' was al¬ 
ready passing off. 

S. The elephant was standing 
eighty yards from the road. 

6 . I decided to watch him for a 
wNle and then go home. 

(A) SPQR (B) P(2SR 

(C; R(3PS (D) SRPQ 


I 

12. 1. A man can be physically con¬ 
fined within stone walls. 

P. But his mind and spirit will still 
be free. 

Q. Thus his freedom of actim may 
be restricted. 

R. His hopes and aspirations still 
remain with him. 

S. Hence, he will be free spiritually 
if not physically. 

6 . No tyranny can intimidate a 
lover of liberty. 

(A) PQRS (B) SRQP 

(C) QPRS (D) QPSR 

13. 1 . The dictionary is the best 
friend for your task. 

P. That may not be possible always. 

Q. It is wise to look it up immedi¬ 
ately. 

R. Then it must be firmly written 
on the memory and traced at the first 
opportunity. 

S. Never allow a strange word to 
pass unchallenged. 

6 . Soon you will realize that this is 
an exciting task. 

(A) PQRS (B) SPQR 

(C) QRPS (D) SQPR 

14. 1. As he passed beneath her he 
heard the swish of her wings. 

P. He .was not falling head long 
now. 

Q. Then a monstrous terror seized 
him. 

R. But it CMily lasted a minute. 

S. He could hear nothing. 

6 . The next moment he felt his 
wings spread outwards. 

(A) PSQR (B) <3SPR 

(C) CjaiP (D) PROS 

15. 1. Vfhen a satellite is launched, 
the rocket begins by going slowly up¬ 
wards throu^ the air. 

P. However, the higher it goes, the 
less air it meets. 

Q. As the rocket goes higher, it 
travels foster. 

R. For the atmosphere becomes 
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thinner. 

5. As a result there is less friction. 

6 . Consequently, the rocket still 
does not become too hot. 

(A) QPRS (B) QSPR 

(C) PQRS (D) PC3SR 

Directions: In the following pas¬ 
sage (Qns. 16-20) some of the words 
have been left out First read the pas¬ 
sage over and try to understand what 
it is about Then fill in the blanks with 
the help of the alternatives given. Mark 
your answer in the Answer- Sheet by 
blackening the rectangle (») cor¬ 
responding to the appropriate letter 
(A,B,C,D). 

As a rule of thumb, a marmed mis¬ 
sion costs from fifty to a hundred times 
more than a comparable unmanned 
mission. Thus, for scientific exploration 
alone, (16) missions, employing 
machine intelligence, are (17) . How¬ 
ever, there may well be (18) other than 
scientific for exploring (19) social, 
economic, political, cultural or ( 20 ) . 

16. (A) manned 

(B) unmanned 

(C) space 

(D) lunar 

17. (A) liked 

(B) wanted 

(C) used 

(D) preferred 

18. (A) reasons 

(B) causes 

(C) clues 

(D) objects 

19. (A) moon 

(B) sun 

(C) space 

(D) mission 

20. (A) casual 

(B) historic 

(C) historical 

(D) histrionic 

Direction: In Questions (21-25), 
some of the sentences have errors and 
some are correct as they are. Find out 
which part of a sentence has an error 
and blacken the rectangle (■*) cor¬ 
responding to the appropriate letter 
(A, B, C). If a sentence is free from 
errors, blacken the rectangle cor¬ 
responding to (D) in the Answer- 
Sheet. 

21. A free press is not a 
privilege(A) but the organic neces- 
sity(B) in a free «Kiety (C) No error.(D) 

22. It IS time(A) we did some- 
thing(B) to stop road accidents.(C) No 
error. (D) 

23. An animal(A) can be )ust as un¬ 


happy in a vast area(B) or in a small 
ane.(C) No error.(D) 

24. The number of marks carried 
by each que 8 tion(A) are indicated(B) at 
the end of the question.(C) No error.(D) 

25. Were he(A) to see you,(B) he 
would have been surprised.(C) No 
error.(D) 

Directions: In Questions (26-40), 
you have three brief passages with 5 
questions following each passage. 
Read the passages carefully and 
choose the best answer to each ques¬ 
tion out of the four alternatives and 
mark it in the Answer-Sheet 
Passage I <Q.Nos. 26-30) 

Many Sociologists have argued 
that there is a functional relationship 
between education and economic sys¬ 
tem. They point to the fact that mass 
forma) education began in industrial 
society and is an established part of all 
industrial s<Kieties. They note that the 
expansion of the economies of in¬ 
dustrial .soaeties is accompanied by a 
corresponding expansion of their 
educational systems. They explain this 
correspondence in terms of the needs of 
industry for skilled and trained man¬ 
power, needs which are met by the 
educational system. Thus, the 
provision of mass elementary educa¬ 
tion in Britain in 1870 can be seen as a 
response to the needs of industry for a 
literate and numerate work-force at a 
time when industrial processes were 
becoming more complex and the 
demand for technical skills was steadi¬ 
ly growing. 

26. The author argues that 

(A) formal education can be 
traced to industrial soaety. 

(B) industrial scKiety is respon¬ 
sible for expansion of 
education at the mass level. 

(C) industrial society gave rise 
to vocational education. 

(D) industrial sixriety changed 
the pattern of education 

27. The Sociologists referred to in 
the passage say that the relationship 
between industry and elementary 
education was one 

(A) based on mutual need. 

(B) based entirely on the need of 
the industry. 

(C) based entirely on economic 
need. 

(D) based on some inexplicable 
historical forces. 

28. By 'functional relationslup' is 


meant 

(A) a short-term relationship. 

(B) practical and utilitarian 
relationship. 

(C) temporary arrangement. 

(D) close and unbreakable 
relationship. 

29. The industry needs a literate 
work-force because 

(A) its expansion needs sound 
learning. 

(B) it relies heavdy on experbse. 

(C) it promotes a competitive 
spirit. 

(D) its operations need intricate 
technical knowledge. 

30. The observations of the 
SiKiologists are based on a study of 

(A) the statistical data available 
in a historical context. 

(B) economic system of the 19th 
cenhiry. 

(C) the correlation between in¬ 
dustry and education m a 
historical context. 

(D) growth of industry in the 
19th century 

Passage II (Q. Nos. 31-35) 

Organizations are institutions m 
which members compete for status and 
power. They compete for the resources 
of the organization, for example, 
finance to expand their own depart¬ 
ments, for career advancement and for 
power to control the activities of others. 
In pursuit of these aims, groups are 
formed and sectional interests emerge. 
As a result, policy decisions may serve 
the ends of the political and career sys¬ 
tems rather than those of the concern. 
In this way, the goals of the organiza¬ 
tion may be displaced in f.ivour of sec¬ 
tional interests and individual 
ambition. These preoccupations some¬ 
times prevent the emergence of organic 
systems. Many of the electronics firms 
in their study had recently created re¬ 
search and development departments 
employing highly qualified and well- 
paid scientists and technicians. Their 
high pay and expert knowledge were 
sometimes seen as a threat to the estab¬ 
lished order of rank, power and 
privilege. Many senior managers had 
little Imowledge of the technicalities 
and possibilities of new developments 
and idectronics. Some felt Biat close 
cooperation witti the experts in an or¬ 
ganic system would reveal their ig¬ 
norance and show that their experience 
was now redundant. 
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31. The theme of the passage is 

(A) groupism in organizations. 

(B) individual ambitions in or¬ 
ganizations. 

(C) frustration of senior 
managers. 

(D) emergence of sectional in¬ 
terests in organizations. 

32. The author makes out a case 
'or 

(A) organic system. 

(B) research and development 
in oi^anizations. 

(C) an understanding between 
senior and middle level ex¬ 
ecutives. 

(D) a refresher course for sehior 
managers. 

33. The author tends to see the 
>enior managers as 

(A) ignorant and incompetent. 

(B) a little out of step with their 
work environment. 

(Q jealous of their younger col¬ 
leagues. 

(D) robbed of their rank, power 
and privilege. 

34. Policy decision in organization 
would involve 

(A) cooperation at all levels in 
the organization. 

(B) modernization of the or¬ 
ganization. 

(C) attracting highly qualified 
personnel. 

fD) keeping in view the larger 
objectives of the organiza¬ 
tion. 

3.5. "Organic by.stem" as related to 
the organization implies its 

(A) growth with the help of ex¬ 
pert knowledge. 

(B) growth with inputs from 
science and technology. 

(C) steady all-round develop¬ 
ment. 

(D) natural and unimpeded 
growth. 

Passage III (Q. Nos. 36-40) 

The object underlying the rules of 
natural justice "is to prevent miscar¬ 
riage of justice" and secure "fair play in 
action". As pointed out earlier the re¬ 
quirement about recording of reasons 
for its decision by an administrative 
authority exercising quasi-judicial 
functions achieves this object by ex¬ 
cluding chances of arbitrariness and en¬ 
suring a degree of fairness in the 
process of decision-making. Keeping in 
vim the expanding horizon of the prin¬ 


ciples of natural justice, we are of the 
opinicHi that the requirement to record 
reason can be regarded as one of the 
principles of natural justice which 
govern exercise of power by ad¬ 
ministrative authorities. The rules of 
natural justice are not embodied rules. 
The extent of their application depends 
upon the particular statutory 
framework whereunder jurisdiction 
has been conferred on the administra¬ 
tive authority. With regard to the exer¬ 
cise of a particular power by an 
administrative authority including ex¬ 
ercise of judicial or quasi-judicial func¬ 
tions the legislature, while conferring 
the said power, may feel that it would 
not be in the larger public interest that 
the reasons for the order passed by the 
administrative authority hn recorded in 
the order and be communicated to the 
aggrieved party and it may dispense 
with such a requirement. 

36. According to the passage, 
natural justice can be brought about by 

(A) administrative authority 
remaining vigilant. 

(B) administrative authority 
upholding rules of natural 
justice. 

(C) administrative authority 
framing rules suitably. 

(Dj administrative authority ob¬ 
serving the rules of fair play. 

37. According to the passage, 
there is always a gap between 

(A) rules of natural justice and 
their application. 

(B) conception of a rule and its 
aincretisation. 

(C) demand for natural justice 
and its realisation. 

(D) intention and execution. 

38. From the passage it is clear that 
it is the legislature that 

(A) invests the administrative 
authority with enormous 
powers. 

(B) embodies rules. 

(C) has the larger interests of 
public welfare. 

(D) leaves administrative 
authority enough discretion 
to interpret rulej. 

39. "The rules of the natural justice 
are not embodied rules" means that 
these rules 

(A) are left delibf rately vague. 

(B) cannot be satisfactorily inter¬ 
preted. 

(C) are flexible. 

(D) cannot be visualised. 


40. "To dispense with a require¬ 
ment" means 

(A) to do without the demand. 

(B) to drop the charge. 

(C) to cancel all formal proce¬ 
dure. 

(D) to alter the provisions of the 
case. 


ANSWERS 

1 . 

B 

2. C 

3. 

B 

4. 

A 

5. D 

6 . 

D 

7. 

B 

8 . A 

9. 

D 

10 . 

C 

11 . B 

12 . 

A 

13. 

D 

14. C 

15. 

A 

16. 

B 

17. D 

18. 

A 

19. 

C 

20. C 



21 . 

B Tjut an organic necrasity' 

22 . 

D No error 



23. 

C 'as in a small 

one' 


24. 

B 'is indicated' 



25. 

A 'If he were' 



26. 

A 

27. B 

28. 

B 

29. 

D 

30. D 

31. 

D 

32. 

A 

33. A 

34. 

C 

35. 

B 

36. D 

37. 

A 

38. 

A 

39. C 

40. 

A 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1 . atrophy: (a) degeneration (b) in^rovement (c) poverty 
(d) devebpment. 

2 . budge: (a) plead (b) please (c) mix (d) move. 

3. callow; (a) ambitious (b) talkative (c) immature (d) ex¬ 
perienced. 

4. debilitate: (a) weaken (b) harden (c) hasten (d) soften. 

5. erode: (a) iiKrease (b) destroy (c) disturb (d) enrich. 

6 . fuzzy: (a) fruitful (i) indistinct (c) insincere (d) cheap. 

7. gyrate: (a) excite (h) inspire (c) revolve (d) perspire. 

8 . humdinger: (a) old monument (h) ground reality (c) futile 
effort (d) excellent person. 

9. indicb (a) acquit (h) prescribe (c) suggest (d) accuse. 

10 . jiggery-pokery: (a) mischief (b) innocence (c) ignorance 
(d) victory. 

11 . idck-back: (e) conspiracy (b) bribe (c) witness (d) trial. 

12 . listless: (a) doubtful (b) obedient (c) indifferent 
(d) eager. 

13. murky: (a) bright (h) expensive (c) deep (d) gloomy. 

14. nosey (nosy): (a) over-worked (b) over-curious (c) over¬ 
due (d) over-whelmed. 

15. obsequious; (a) arrogant (b) assertive (c) servile (d) inde¬ 
pendent. 

16. ploy: (a) strategy (b) information (c) payment (d) knowl¬ 
edge. 

17. remiss: (a) smart (b) slack (c) exceUent (d) faithful. 

18. swamp: (a) float (b) fly (c) sink (d) flood. 

19. tipsy; (a) sober (b) modest (c) intoxicated (d) relaxed. 

20 . vapid: (a) lifeless (b) immortal (c) memorable (d) perma¬ 
nent. 

ANSWERS 

1 . atrophy: (a) degeneration, deterioration. 

—The cultural life of a country will sink into atrophy urdess 
more writers and artists emerge. 

Z budge: (d) move, change. 

—(Dnce he has made up his mind, you can never make him 
budge (from his opinions). 

3. callow: (c) immature, inexperienced. 

—Only a callow youdt like you could commit such a folly in 
the presence of so many distinguished guests. 

4. debilitate: (a) weaken, deplete. 

—The military junta's aim has been to debilitate Ms Suu Kyi 
and eventually er^e her support abroad. 

5. erode: (b) destroy, wear away. 

—Under Emergency, the rights of die people get eroded on 
one protext or the other. 


6 . fuzzy: (b) blurred, indistinct. 

—To my great dismay, the pknk party photographs have 
come out all^zry. 

7. gyrate: (c) revolve, rotate, turn. 

—In the opinion of saints and seers, ail worldly activities 
gyrate around illusory goals and deceptive destinations. 

8 . humdinger: (d) excellent or remarkable person. 

—The chance meeting with the stranger turned out to be a 

memorable encounter with a humdinger. 

9. indict: (d) accuse, charge. 

—The court has indicted police for violation of human rights 
of the under-trials. 

10 . jiggery-pokery: (a) mischief, trickay. 

—All marriages of convenience, whether in politics or in 
family, smack of jiggery-pokery, to say the least. 

11 . kick-back: (b) bribe, payoff. 

—The senior bureaucrat is suspected to have accepted 
kick-backs in many a trade agreement finalised under his sig¬ 
nature. 

12 . listless: (c) indifferent, spiritless. 

—Long illness has left the patient quite listless and 
cheerful. 

13. murky: (d) gloomy, dark. 

—It was on a murky night that an old couple was done to 
death in their flat. 

14. nosey (nosy): (b) over-curious, rudely inquisitive. 

—Some persons become really intolerable when they try to 

be nosey about the private lives of others. 

.15. obsequious: (c) servile, fawning, sychophantic. 

—It is not a virtue to be always obsequious to one's boss or 
superior. 

16. ploy: (a) strategy, manipulation, manoeuvre. 

—A successful politician errqiloys every ploy in his armoury 
to upstage his opponent. 

17. remiss: (b) slack, neglecthil, lax. 

—It was remiss of her ^at she failed to strike when the 
iron was hot. 

16. swamp: (d) flood, sink, inundate. 

—A vast area of land under standing crops was swamped 
due to heavy and incessant rains. 

19. tipsy: (c) intoxicated, slightly drunk. 

—The chid guest was a little t^ when he arrived at the 
function. 

20 . vapid: (a) tasteless, lifdess, dull. 

—Any literature made-to-order is vapid as well as vacuous 
(thoughdess) both in contorts and characterisation. 


286 OCTOBER '96 COMPETITION MASTER 



TEST OF REASONING—1 


Questioiis 1>5 «e based on series of nombeis given 
iclow: 

6757475643754346757645775453753 

1. How many 7s are followed by 5 but not preceded 

iy4? 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 

(e) None of these 

2. How many 5s have odd numbers on their right 
nd left? 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

(e) None of these 

3. What the ratio between the frequency of 4 and 

'? 

(a) 2:3 (b) 1-3 (c) 1.2 (d) 3 4 
(e) None of these 

4. The ratio between the frequency of 3 and 5 is 

(a) 2:3 (b) 1:3 (c) 1 :2 (d) 3:4 

(e) None of these 

5. How many times m the series has a number been 
ollowed by its next iratural number? 

(fl) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

(e) None of these 

If the letters in alphabets were written in reverse 
trder: 

6 Which letter would be exactly in the middle of 
10th letter from your right and 13th letter from your left? 
(fl) J (b) K (r) Q (d) R 

(c) None of these 

7. Which letter is to the right of 19th letter from your 
eft? 

(a) G (b) I (r) T (d) R 

(e) Ncme of these 

8 Which popular word can be formed with the 2nd 
ind 15th letters from your left and 1st and 16th letters 
from your right? 

In questions 9 and 10, each question has a lead word 
which are followed by five words. Four out of the five 
words have similar relationship with the lead word. 
Vbur task is to find out the word that is different from 
the rest 


9. MATURITY 

(fl) RATION (b) MATTER (c) TRAIN 

(d) CITY (c) TRUST 

10. EDUCATION 

(fl) CAUTION (b) DINE (c) NICE 

(d) DICTION (e) TOAD 


11 and 


StucN the figures given below and answer questions 
nd li ..._ ..._ 




A B C 0 

11. Which two figures have an equal area? 

(fl) AandB fb) BandD (c) ,4andC 

(d) AandD (e) None 


12. Which two ftgjures have equal boundary lines? 
(fl) AandC (b) AandB (c) AandD 
(d) C and D (e) None 

Find out the missing letters: 

13. ac-cacb-acbc-cbc-c 

(fl) baab (b) bcaa (c) acab 

(d) beba (e) abba 

14 bca-bbcacb-cac-bca- 

(fl) cabc (b) abbe (c) cbac 

(d) abba (c) ebbe 

15. a-abcac-bcacabc-c-b 

(fl) bcab (b) baca (c) baab 

(d) caba (c) caaa 

Given below is a dice in three different po.sitions: 



16. The number on the face having question-mark is 
(fl) 1 (b) 2 (c) 4 

id) 5 (c) Can't say 

17 Which number is on the opposite face of 2? 

(fl) 1 (b) 3 (c) 5 

(d) 6 (e) Can't say 

Find out the missing numbers in questions 18 to 20. 

18 2(20)4; 5(?)7,3(10)1 

(fl) 63 (b) 57 (c) 74 

(d) 68 (c) None of thcsi* 


19 9(32)7,5(9)4,8(?)3. 

(fl) 48 (b) 29 

(d) 42 (c) None of these 


(0 55 



(fl) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 

(d) 7 (c) None of these 

In questions 21 to 25, mark your answers: 

(fl) if cme IS the product of the other. 

(b) if both are products of the same item. 

(c) if the items are opposites. 

(d) if both the itemsWlong to the same species, 
(c) if one is a member of the other gioup. 

21. lizard: python. 


22 

fo) □ (b) □ 

fish: shark. 

(c) □ 

(d) lJ 

(c) □ 

23. 

(fl) U (b) □ 
bee-hive: honey. 

(c) □ 

(d) J 

(e) U 

24. 

(fl) □ (b) □ 

Mars: Venus. 

(c) □ 

(d) □ 

(e) U 

25. 

(fl) □ (b) □ 

brick • pottery 

(C) □ 

(d) □ 

(c) □ 


(fl) □ (b) (J 

(0 □ 

(d) □ 

(f) □ 


OCTOBER’96 COTPETITION MASTER 267 






























































A 


V 


A 

u 

u 

LT 

5= 


ac 0 
* X 

o 

e> S 
X 

& X 
d iN 

B 

X X 
fi « 

B 

a «* 

X pi 

itT? 

i-tTf 

<- 1 

Tttt 

1 

ttiT 

1 

^ y .^ 

tm 

Xc 

O' 

vj f 

X ^ 

c 

c 

0§ 
r\ D 

y 5 
Xc 






0 0 

□ 

A 

o y 
□ 

o 

m 

o 

□ 

V o 

0 

□ 

o A 

> 

s 

•n: 

fc 

-€ 



‘SS 






‘lb’ 

/TV 





€ 


» 





5*, 

* 

W pi 
& X 

* 

^ pi 
B X 

t# 

□ pi 
& X 

« 

s? 

^ X 

& 

W pi 

^ X 

tm 

tm 

tm 

tiiT 

im 

VPOO'- 

ox 

cco 

,owr% 

^ c 

X ^ 

r\ C 

^ c 

«? 
c 

1^ 



■h 



0 A 
O 

o 

o y 

n 

o 

ov 

□ 

o 

0 V 
□ 

o 

O 

□ 

V o 


-rf 


H 

tf 








Ti 

A' 







OCTOBB^’86 COMPETITION MASIlSn ast 






































































































w 

o 

w 

o 


A V 

<1 

V 

> i> 

<1 V 

A V 

o 

A 

o 

A 

o 

_ 

□ 

X 


H 

+ 0 

X 

□ 

X 

□ 

X 


X 

^_1 

x+ 

□ 

O 

X □ 

o 


o 

0 

o 

o 

IQI 

V > 

V V 

< t> 

V 

A 


w 

w 

A 

A 

A 

0 

o 

OD 

X 

O 


□ 


o 

+ 

X4-a 

x+ 

_ 

XX 

+□ 

X 

□ 


Qs. 56*65. Figures I and II in Problem Figures are related to each other in a certain way. Find out from A, B, C, D 
and E, i.e., the Answer Figures, the figure that is related to figure III in toe same way. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 

I n m IV 
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Find file odd'inan out: 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


A * C D I 



In each of the following questions, a part of tihe 
given Problem Figure is missing. From die given alter¬ 
natives, select the one which would properly complete 
die pattern in the Problem Figure. 



1: t] I iS I: Say 

9. (a) All the other words have one letter whidi does not 
occur in the word. This one has two, O and N. 

10. (d) In the other words, all the letters have been borrowed 

from the key word. Here one T is extra. 

11. (d) J0^(yx49)and(llxl4) = 154sqcm 

12. (b) 2jir(2xy x7)and(12 + 10)x2 = 44cm ' 

13. (b) The series is acbc/adx/acbc... 

14. (e) The series is bead)/bcad)/bca... 

15. (e) The series is acabc/acabc/acab... 

16. (a) 17. (d) 

18. (c) 5l + 7t = 74 

19. (c) 8^-3>55 

20. (a) (2■^5^ = 49 

21. (d) 22. M 

23. (fl) 24. Id) 

25. (b) 

For answering questions 26 to 55, the Jblkruring guide-lines 
may prove helpful. 

(i) Study eac^ figure in the question separately as wdl as in 
relationship with oth» figures. 


(if) The difierent figures may move at a di^erent pace, may 
remain as such or change position durii^ tnis move- 
ment. (Example, 31,37, S etc.) 

(iff) The movement of the fibres may be clockwise, 
anti'clockwise, right, left, al^g certain pc^ts or fi»m 
comer to comer. The figures may move in dilfetent 
directions. (Example, 31,37 etc.). 


(iv) Some figures may interchange position according to a 
set pattern. (Example, 34,50 etc.). 

(v) Something may be added or dropped acoordmg to a 
definite pattern. (Example, 38,42,43,48,49 etc.). 


(rf) The pattern in figures may gain or lose steps during 
movement. (Example, 29,36,39 etc.) 


26. 

D 

27. 

A 

28. 

D 

29. C 

30. 

E 

31. 

D 

32. 

B 

33. 

A 

34. E 

35. 

B 

36. 

B 

37. 

D 

38. 

D 

39. A 

40. 

C 

41. 

B 

42. 

A 

43. 

D 

44. A 

45. 

D 

46. 

B 

47. 

E 

46. 

C 

49. C/ 

50. 

B 

51. 

A 

52. 

C 

53. 

D 

54. E 

55. 

B 

56. 

A 

57. 

C 

58. 

B 

59. A 

60. 

E 

61. 

C 

62. 

E 

63. 

C 

64. E 

65. 

D 


66. B. In aH die others, the items bdemg to the same set, 

heavenly bodies, fruits, liquid cemtainers and flyaag 
objects. 

67. D. In aO the others the dots are cme more in number in 


conqiarison to the outer figum. 

68. E. This one has two curves and three straig^ lines, in dl 

the others there are tiuee curves uid two strai^ lines. 

69, D. The pattern is wrong. 

7U. A. In all die odiers,tlte outer figure has erne arm less than 
the inner figure. Here there is a difference of two. 

71. D. The pattern fitees wrong side. 

72. E. In all the others one figure belongs to ciide category 

and other has straight lines. Here both have straight 
lines. 

73. B 74. B 75. D 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out: 


1. 

(a) peircil 
(d) paint 

(b) pen 
(e) brush 

(c) 

chalk 

2. 

(a) silk 

(b) cotton 

(c) 

nylon 


(d) wool 

(c) jute 



3. 

(a) tabla 
(d) sitar 

(b) pakhawaj 
(e) dholak 

(c) 

mridangam 

4. 

(a) tiiande 

(b) tangent 

(c) 

square 


(d) rhontous 

(c) pentagon 



5. 

(a) Asia 

(b) Australia 

(c) 

America 


(d) AMca 

(e) Englaru) 


6. 

(a) Urdu 

(b) Gurumukhi 

(C) 

Tamil 


(d) Gujarati 

(e) Brijbhasha 


7. 

(a) Pataliputra (b) Amaravati 

(C) 

Panchvati 


(d) Dwanka 

(e) Ujjaini 



8. 

(a) deer 
(d) hyeru 

(b) gira^ 

(e) mincxeios 

(c) 

zebra 

9. 

(a) BATU 

(b) ZYST 

(c) 

SRPQ 


(d) FEGH 

(e) IJSO 


10. 

(a) abCD 

(b) efGH 

(c) 

rsTU 


(d) nmOP 

(e) ijKL 


11. 

(a) EV 

(b) GT 

(C) 

HR 


(d) MN 

(e) KP 



12. 

(a) FDCG 

(b) MKJN 

(C) 

WUTY 


(d) JHGK 

(c) ZXWA 



13. 

(a) PUS 

(b) HLJ 

(C) 

UYW 


(d) BFD 

(e) LPN 



14. 

(a) 144 

(b) 12 

(C) 

81 


(d) 9 

(e) 121 



15. 

(a) 63 

(b) 140 

(C) 

35 


(d) 50 

(e) 49 



16. 

(a) 2 

(b) 7 

ic) 

9 


(d) 11 

(e) 13 



17. 

(a) 21:24 

(b) 28:32 

(C) 

14:16 


(d) 70:80 

(e) 54:62 


18. 

(a) 3:8 

(b) 6,; 35 

(C) 

7:50 


(d) 1:0 

(e) 9 :80 




Which letter/number would be the next one in the series 


given below: 

19. A2PBYQCXRDW? 


(a) E 

(b) U 

(c) 

T 

id) 

S 

ie) 

V 

20. ZXUQ? 







(a) P 

(b) L 

(f) 

N 

id) 

K 

ie) 

J 

21. BAFEJINM? 







(a) R 

(b) P 

ic) 

S 

id) 

Q 

ie) 

O 

22. GHJMQ? 







(a) T 

(b) W 

(c) 

S 

id) 

u 

ie) 

V 

23. 7,15,8, 

17,9,19,10,? 






(a) 28 

(b) 21 

(c) 

31 

id) 

26 

ie) 

29 

24. 3,6,18, 

72,360,? 





(a) 1080 

(b) 720 

ic) 

1800 

id) 

3600 

ie) 

2160 

25. 1,1,4,8 

,9,27,16, 

? 




(a) 24 

(b) 32 

(c) 

48 

id) 

64 

ie) 

80 

26. 4,9,19, 

39,? 







(a) 69 

(b) 79 

(c) 

59 

id) 

71 

ie) 

81 


27. 5,6,10,19,35,? 


(a) 49 (b) 52 (c) 60 (d) 70 (e) 69 

Qs. 28 to 30. If POSTER is coded as 234678 and MOON 
is coded as 5331, how will you code the given words? 

28. MORE 

(a) 5387 (b) 3587 (c) 5837 (d) 5738 

29. STOPS 

(a) 43624 (b) 46324 

(c) 43264 (d) 46234 

30. ROSTER 

(a) 843678 (b) 843768 

(c) 834678 (d) 873468 

31. If PRINCE is coded as QQJMDD then KINGDOM 
would be: 


(a) LJOHEPN (b) LHOFENN 

(c) LHMHENN (d) LJMHCPN 

In questioiM 32 to 36, a related pair of words in CAPI¬ 
TAL letters is followed by four pairs of words. Select the paii 
which expresses the relationship that is most similar to that 
of capitalued pair. 

32. TRACK:TRAIN 

(a) petrol; car (b) wheel: bicycle 
(c) road : truck (d) temple: C,od 

33. LAKE:WATER 

(a) ice: cold (b) sea: ship 

(c) stadium: cricket (d) school: children 

34. SALE: PURCHASE 

(a) give: receive (b) shop : market 
(c) cash: credit (d) prt>fit: loss 

35. TV:RADIO 


(a) music ; dance (b) patient: doctor 

(c) coat; sweater (d) ship : deck 

36. WORM: VEGETABLES 

(a) fire:coal (b) ornaments:bride 

, (c) termite; wood (d) dog: cat 

37. Which river falls into the Bay of Bengal? 

(a) Narmada (b) Tapti 

(c) Mahanadi (d) Chambal 

38. If a train is riutning 3 minutes late and if it is losing. 
secs per minute how many more minutes will it take for mi 
train to be running one hour late? 

(a) 1140 (b) 1160 (c) 1150 (d) 1800 

At 7 A.M., Ajay started fern his tome on his bicycle at i 
speed of 20 km per hour. He went two kms west then tumec 
left and went one km; then he again turned left and coverec 
one km. Unfortunately his bicycle got punctured so he tumec 
right and had to walk one km at a speed of 5 kms per hour. Hi 
got his bicycle repaired which took 5 mts. Then he turned lef 
and after going for 1 km reached the swimming pcx^l. 

39. How far is toe swimming-pcml from Aja/s house a: 
the crow flies? 

(a) 1 km (b) 2 kms (c) 3 kms 

(d) 4 kms 

40. At what time did ^ay readr the swimmirw-^pcx)!? 

(a) 7.48 A.M. (b) 7.32 A.M. (c) 7.42 A.M. 

(d) 7.38 AM. (e) None of these 
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SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are mven two statements, followed by 
bur conclusions numbered 1,11, III and IV. You have to bda every- 
■fting girien in the statements to be true although it may seem at 
yariance with commonly accepted facts. Then decide which of the 
:onclusions pilaw from the statements. Tick mark the rigid anePer 
from (a), (b), (c), (a) and (e). 

Statements: 

41. 1- All children are adults. 

2. Ail adults are fat. 

Conclusions: 

1. All fat persons are chiidrrax. 

II. All children are fat. 

III. Only some children are fat. 

IV. Sorne fat persons are adults. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only III and IV follow. 

(c) Orily II and IV follow. 

(d) Only I and III follow. 

(e) Either II or III follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Some novels are epics. 

2. All epics are dramas. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some novels are dramas 
11. Some epics are novels. 

HI. Some novels a re not epics. 

IV. Some dramas are epics. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(c) Only I, III and IV follow. 

(d) Onfy II and IV follow. 

(e) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

43. 1. All stones are marbles. 

2. Some marbles are diamonds. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some diamonds are stones. 

II. Some diamonds are not marbles, 
m. Every diamond is either marble or stone. 

IV. No stone is a diamond. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) CMy II and III follow. 

(c) Eittier II or HI follows. 

(d) Either I or IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. Some chairs are tables. 

2. Some tables are sticks. 

Conclusions: 

I. No chair is a stick. 

II. Some sticks are not tables. 

HI. Some chairs are sticks. 

IV. Some tables are not chairs. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Eidii» I or HI follows. 

(c) Chily IH and IV follow. 

(<0 Either H or IV follows. 

(e) None follows. . 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some trees are flowers. 


2. All plants are flowers. 

Conclusions: 

1. Every flower is either tree or plartt. 

II. Some flowers are plants as well as trees. 

HI. Some trees are plants. 

IV. No flower is plant as weU as tree. 

(a) Either II or IV follows. 

(b) None follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Only 1 follows. 

(e) All the four foUow. 

Statements: 

46. 1. All posters are rrtade of wood. 

2. All clothes are made of wood. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some posters are clothes. 

11. Some clothes are not made of wood. 

HI. Nothing else is made ofwoodexc^tpostrais and 
clothes. 

IV. Clothes are made of posters. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. 

(d) Either HI or TV foQows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements; 

47. 1. Some fans are heaters. 

2. Some stoves are heaters. 

Conclusions: 

1. Every heater is either fon or stove. 

II. All the heaters are fans as weU as stoves. 

HI. Some fons are not heaters. 

IV. Some stoves are not heaters. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(f) Only IH and IV follow. 

Id) Either I or II follows. 

(e) Either IH or IV follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Every youngman is eidier a player or an executive. 

2. Every player is either taU or fat. 

Conclusions: 

I. No player is tall as well as hit. 

II. Some executives are players. 

HI. No executive is fat. 

IV. No player is short. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only IH follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

In each question below is given a statenwnt pllowed by tkree 
assumptions numbered I, II III. An assumption is sometfang 
supposed, assumed or taken for granted. You have to consider the 
statement and the assumptions am then decide vdiidt of the assump¬ 
tions are inqflicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers 
from (a), (b), (c), [d) and (e) is the correct answer. 

Statement: 

49. Geologists from all over the world doubt the US 
theory about tm fossilised evidence of single-cell life on Mars. 
Assumptions: 

1. The US scientists have not been able to prove 
their theory with sufocient evidence. 
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II. Most of the American geological dieories aie 
based on Assumptions. 

ni. These American geologists believe that life does 
not exist on Mars and has never existed there. 

(a) Only 1 is iirmlicit. 

(b) Ordy II and in are implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. 

(d) Noneisimpucit. 

(e) All are unplicit. 

Statement: 

50. According to the latot tiger census, the Hger popula¬ 
tion of tiger reserves in U.P. has declirwd shockin^y. 
Assumptions: 

I. The tigers were hiding in their secret caves while 
the census was going on. 

II. Tigers have bem observing the birth control 
programme. 

ni. Poachers have killed a lot of tigers in these reser¬ 
ves. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only in is irr^licit. 

(d) Only I and Hare implicit. 

(r) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. Most of the movie awards are going to films made in 
South India. 

Assumptions: 

I. Most of the judges belong to South and are 
rather partial. 

II. The film-makers of South are very talented and 
have origmality. 

ni. Bombay makes only masala films. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Either I or II is implicit. 

(e) Ncme is implicit. 

Statement; 

52. The CBI arrested a person on the charms of criminal 
conspiracy and having two passports in two dmerent trames. 
Assumptions: 

I. If (sie gets two passports in cme name it is not an 
offence. 

II. CBI is empowered to arrest criminals. 

ni. Having two passports in two different names is 
illej^l. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Onty 1 and n are in^licit. 

(e) Only II and HI are implicit. 

Statement: 

53. There is a great dematrd to introduce a chapter on 
human rights in education. 

Assumptions: 

I. Even some of the educated persorrs are not 
aware of their rights as human beings. 

II. Knowirrg human rights would bring an aware¬ 
ness among the children. 

ni. The educationists are rather concerned about the 
mneral awareness of diildren. 

(a) OiUyTisirhplicit. 


(b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(a) All the three are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

54. Astronomical sums are spent on security of political 
elites, both in and out of office. 

AsdUmptions: 

I. Political elites are always in danger, 
n. The life of political personalities is more [Medous 
than that of a common man. 
m. The government considers it a responsibility to 
safeguard die persons in politics who might be a 
target for terrorists and anti-scxial elements. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. 

(e) Either II or III is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. If someone dies due to consumption of spurious liq¬ 
uor, the State govemmwit pays compensaticm to the bereavea 
family. 

Assumption: 

I. It is the responsibility of the State to supply the 
right type of liquor to the consumers. 

II. Spurious liquor is cheaper than good quality 
liquor. 

III. The poverty-stricken families encourage the 
bread-winner to consume such spurious liquor 
in order to get monetary compensation. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Any one from the three is irr^lkit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

56. The enlightened citizens of the country are demand¬ 
ing die right of iiwirmation to all citizens to make democracy 
transparent and corruption-free. 

Assumptions: 

' I. At present the govenment has many secrecies 
whidi are not known to public. 

II. The citizens want the country to get rid of cor¬ 
ruption. 

III. This right would be granted to the citizens. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(b) Only I and n are implicit. 

(c) Only II and 111 are implicit. 

(d) None is iirmlicit. 

(c) OnlyIandIIIareiiiq7iidt. 

In each cpiestion behtv is given a statement Jbllowed by three 
Courses of Actions numbered I, Hand III A course cfaction is a step 
or admnmtrative decision to be taken for improvement, fidlow-up or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy etc. on the basis of the 
information given m the statement. You have to assume everything 
in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested 
courses cf action logically follow for pursuing. 

Statement: 

57. Bus robberies are constantly cm increase specially in 
night services. 

tmrsescf Action: 

1. Each night bus should have atleast two armed 
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guards. 

n. The traVelleis, travelling at night should not be 
allowed to carry any cash or valuables with 
them. 

m. Night bus services should be stopped altogether. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) QnlyllfoUows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(<0 Onfy I and H follow. 

(e) All the duee follow. 

Statement: 

58. The country is becoming rather sick of scandals and 
scams in the higher circles. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Such things should not be made public. 

II. All the power should be transited to lower 
offices. 

III. The probe into such matters should be discon¬ 
tinue. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

{d) Either I or III follows. 

(e) None foUows. 

Statemetit: 

59. A terrorist group has threatened to blow a stadium 
during a function. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The security should be tightened. 

II. The venue of the fuiKtion should be changed. 

III. The function should be either cancelled or 

P ostponed, 
follows. 

(b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Either ni or IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

60. Some of the juvenile crimes are due to the impact of 
TV serials and horror movies on young minds. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Violence should be strictly banned in movies 
and TV programmes. 

n. 'nrere should be different programmes for the 
young and matured persons, 
m. A character building programme should be an 
essential part of syllabii. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Only I and lU follow. 
le) All m dvee follow. 

Stetemenf;, , 

61. A nationwide pic^amme of medical check-im of 
children in primary schmlsnas beat carried out successfully. 
Courses of Action: 

I. The medical teams should keep a tegular record 
of these check-iq>s. 

II. The authorities should organize further cap^tps; 
. , .to observe if dteir instructions are .being foi-; 
■ lowed. 

m. The weak diildren should not be allowed fo ' 
. attend the school. 


(a) Only I follows. 

(b) CMy I and n follow. 

(c) Either 1 or nfolkws. 

Id) All the three foUow. 

(e) Nonefcdlows. 

Below is given a passage followed bu seoend possible ittforences 
which can be draim fnm tnefa^s stated in the passage. You have to 
examine each inforence separately in the context of the passage and 
decide upon the degree of falsity or truth in it. Mark your answers: 

(a) if foe irtference is definitely true. 

(b) if probably true. 

(c) if doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

(d) if probably fiilse. 

(e) if definitely false. 

Q^een Elizabeth was forced to release him at last, for only 
he could control the sturdy men who were disputing over a 
prize mcmey. Raleigh rapidly settled the situation, and foe 
queen gave him ms freedoi^ but he could not regain her 
fovour and retired to semi-exile with his newly marrira wife. 
Yet London saw him again, not as Raleigh the courtier but as 
Raleigh the scholar and scientist who became the centre of an 
intellectual and scientific circle. Now he conceived his great 
plan for the penetration of Guiana, then a remote and 
mysterious r^on reported to be teeming with treasure of all 
kinds. In foe «irly part of 1595, the fleet set sail and after much 
miseiy and sufieiing, with brighter intervals wh«i they were 
hospitably entertained by native chiefs, the expwifion 
reached a region which certain indications promised to be rich 
in gold. 

62. Queen Elizabeth, mentioned in foe passage is foe 
present queen of England. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

63. The Queen was not very happy with Raleigh. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

64. Guiana is in South America. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

65. When the region was explored, Raleigh found a lot of 
gold there. 

(a) □ ' (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

66. Raleigh was a man of multi-dimensional talents. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

67. The Queoi was an autocrat and paid no heed to 
sensible suggestions. 

(b) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Qs. 68-70. In a fomily rfsix there are three men A, B and C and 
three uxxmen X, Y and Z. the old couple has a married son and a 
married daughter. The six members of the fondly are accountant, 
artist, doctor, editor, lawyer and teach^ by profession but rmt in the 
same order. Read the following information carefully and answer 
questions 68-70 on the basis of this information. 

The artist is teacher's wife and the lawyer's daughter-in- 

law. 

The doctor is accoimtant's fether. 

A's sister is married to C. 

X is Z's daughter. 

68. Which of the following is the right couple? 

(a) AZ (b) BX (c) CZ (d) AY (e) BY 

69. The doctor is marriM to: 

(a) teacher (b) lawyer (c) artist 

{d) editor (e) accountant 

70. Which of the follow]^ statement is correct? 

. fa) Bisneifoereditco'norcioctor. 

(b) A is an artist and he is married to Y. 

(c) C is<ap editor and he is Z's son-in-law. 

(a) The editor is foe accountant's brother-in-law. 

(e) The dcxtor is teacher's father-in-law. 


OCTOBER '96 COMPETmON MASTER STS 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


(d) AU the others are instruments for writin^/painting. 
(c) All the others are natural fibres, ttiis one is synthetic. 

Allfiieotfiers are percussion instruments. 
lb) All the ofliers are enclosed with lines. 

{eS All the others are continents. 

(e) It is the only dialect among languages with different 
scripts. 

(c) All the others are ancient cities while diis is a place 
with five vat trees where Ram stayed wiSi Sita and 
Laxman during his vtmvas. 

Id) All the others are ve^arians. 

\e) S and O are not neignbours in the alphabetic order as 
all the others are. 

W) Ought to be'mn'. 

(c) In au the others the letters have the same position from 
AandZ 

fc) The spacing is wrong, Y should have been X. ‘ 

(a) The gap among letters is different. 

(b) All the others are souares of certain numbers. 

M) All the odiers are divisible by 7. 

(c) All the odters are prime numbers. 

(ej In all the others the ratio is 7:8. , 

ic) The anang^ent in other numbers is x; x - 1. 
lift There are three series, ABCD..JZYXW...PQRS. 

(bj The gap increases by (me. 

(aj H'. ^dy the gaps and arrangement, 
ie) ThegapmcreasesWone. 

(b) Make sets of two. &ch next number is double +1 of 
the prececUng number. 

(eJ MiUtiply the num^|bK2,^, ^ 5 j.. respectively, 
lit) The arrangement isl ,1,2 ,2,3,3^... 

(bj Same as questiim number 23. 

(c) Go on adding V; 2^; 3“*; r respectively to numbers. 

(a) 29. (b) 30. (c) 

(b) Letters 1,3,5... are ccxled by their next letter and the 
remaining by their preceding letter in the alphabetical 
order. 

(c) One moves cm the other. 

(a) One is fitted with the odier. 

(aj The sense is the same, TCtting and giving. 

(c) Botftperform a similar function. 

(c) One eats away, heiKe, destroys the other. 

(c) 38. (a) 




39. (b) 40. (b) 


Qs. 41 to 48. These questions ure best scioed tiy dmoing 
diagrams of all the prcMde situations and then readting the foot- 
prof amcbtsum. Let each itemberepresentedbj/a circle,irrespective 
of its size. Here are some examples: 



* ) • 


..«,00@(2g) 



14. W . . .T • 



’ K'j not) 




47. w » 




• »« • 


49. 

W 

50. (c) 

51. 

ib) 

52. 

(e) 

53. 

id) 

54. 

(c) 

55. (e) 

56. 

ib) 

57. 

(«) 

58. 

ie) 

59. 

id) 

60. (d) 

61. 

H) 

62. 

ie) 

63. 

id) 

64. 

ic) 

65. ib) 

66. 

id) 

67. 

id) 



Qs. 

68 to 70. 
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i) 69. (b) 70. (c) 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

October: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
A number of events that took place in 
October include passing of Benaras 
Hindu Universitj' Act on October 1, 

1915, the re-arrival of Simon Commis¬ 
sion in India on October 11, 1928, the 
inception of Air Force (RIAF) in India 
on October 8,1932, the launching of 
Tata Air-Mail service in India on 
October 15,1932. However, while 
scrutinizing events of October one i 
inadvertently finds that October has | 
through and through been a month of ! 
Mahatma Gandhi. Not merely that he j 
was born on October 2,1869 but also j 
because October witnessed a number j 
of events mvolvmg Mahatma that I 
shaped the destiny of India. In this i 
section we shall focus on the 'League 
entering Interim Government' and 
'Gandhip's 21-day fast' 

! 

League entering Interim Government | 
To break the dead-lock between Con- i 
gross and the League, the Nawab of ! 
Bhopal saw Mahatma Gandhi on j 

October 1, 1946 and apparently an i 
agreeable formula was developed j 

which was signed by Gandhiji on 1 
October 4, 1946. But soon after sign- | 
ing the same, Gandhiji realised 'his i 
mistake' and communicated the mes¬ 
sage to Nawab, expressing his inability 
to force Congress to accept the same. 
Nonetheless, the next day Congress 
Working Committee accepted 
Gandhiji's formula and conveyed the 
message to Jinnah. But to Jinnah the 
issue of 'joint responsibility' continued 
to be 'the only hurdle'. Subsequently 
on October 15, 1946 Liaquat All Khan, 
the General Secretary, announced 
League's decision to join the Interim 
Government. 

Gandhiji's 21-day fast 

Simmering tension between Hindus and 

Muslims in Kohat took grave turn in 


September, 1924 when the process of 
the evacuation of Hindus began. On 
September 17 Mahatma Gandhi com¬ 
menced 21-day fast at Mohammed 
Ali's house. It was his fifth fast in 
India and one of the longest fasts for 
the cause of 'unity'. He described his 
fast as ‘penance and prayer' and 
stressed need to evolve 'heart-unity' 
and not just a 'patched up peace'. A 
number ot people and groups im¬ 
pressed upon Gandhiji to give up fast. 

On October 1 deputation of women 
from Bombay called on Mahatma to 
pursue him to give it up. Finally on 
October 8, 1924 at Delhi he broke his 
fast. 

After Independence 
In tins section we shall focus on 
'Tryst with October 2', 'inauguration of 
-Andhra & Chandigarh' and Kapil's Tryst 1 
with October. j 

i 

Tryst with October 2 j 

Two great leaders, Mahatma Gandhi and | 
Lai Bahadur Shastri, were born on 2nd 
October. Over the years a number of 
significant events took place on this 
day Lor instance on October 2,1951 
the Pune All India Radio station w'as 
opened. On the same day in 1955 tlie 
first coach rolled out of Integral Coach 
Factory at Perambur. In 1963 Sucheta 
Kripalani was sworn in as Chief 
Minister ot UP and she became first 
ever Woman head of any State minis¬ 
try in India. In 1972 Bombay TV 
Centre was inaugurted. In 1978 Na¬ 
tional Adult Education Progranune 
was formally launched and next year 
saw the launching of Operation (Milk) 
Flood-II In 1986 Rajiv Gandhi escaped 
first attempt on his life at Raj Ghat. In 
1987 Jan Morcha, a new political party 
was launched. In 1991 Project Bio¬ 
sphere 11 was launched. In 1994 Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao an¬ 


nounced the institutionalisation of 
Gandlii Peace Award on the lines of 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

1 

Inauguration of Andhra and 
Chandigarh 

In October foundations of two philo¬ 
sophically diagonally apart 'settle¬ 
ments’ were laid in India. While on 
October 1, 1953 Prime Minister 
Jawahar UI Nehru inaugurated ^lldhra 
Pradesh—India's first linguistic Staic¬ 
on October 7,1953 President Rajendra 
Prasad laid the foundation stone of 
Chandigarh, India's first planned 
modern city. Incidentally Le Corbusier, 
the noted French Architect who was the 
brain behind Chandigarh, was born in 
Switzerland on October 6, 1887. It was 
in October 12,1951 that Capital Advi¬ 
sory Committee recommended that the 
new capital of Punjab be christenised as 
Chandigarh, associated with Goddess 
Chandi. 

Kapil's Tryst with October 
Kapil's 16-year-cricket journey from 
Faislabad to Fatidabad coincided with 
the months of October. On October 16, 
1978 Kapil Dev, amidst high aspira¬ 
tions, took charge of Indian bowling 
attack as India's first genuine new ball 
bowler. And 16 years after on October 
17, 1994, thousands of the cricket fans, 
contrary to their expectations of 
watching another exceptional perfor¬ 
mance from 'the Haryana Hurricane', 
were stunned to see the disdain man¬ 
ner in which Kapil Dev was hit for 
fours and sixes. In his last one-dayer 
Kapil Dev conceded 37 runs in five 
overs and that virtually marked an 
end to Kapil's era. In between on 
October 5,1996 at Ahmedabad, while 
playing against Australia, Kapil Dev 
became the first Indian and the third 
in the World to lead his country for 
the 50th time. 
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BANK R07RBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 


Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. The recently announced Mini* 
mum Alternate Tax is expected to raise 
about Rs 1600 crore for the government. 
But there are a number of doubts about 
the effectiveness of the tax. Give argu¬ 
ments For and Against the newly intro¬ 
duced tax. 

Ans. The scheme of MAT as contained in 
the Tinancr Act, 1996, stipulates that where 
the total income of a company, as computed 
under the Income Tax Act, after availinj^ of all 
eligible deductions is less than 30 per cent of 
the 'book profit', the total income of such a 
company shall be taken to be 30 per cent of 
such profits and taxed accordingly. 
Arguments For 

1. MAT is not very different from sec¬ 
tion 115J intnxiuced by the Finance Act 1988, 
which set the minimum taxable income of a 
company at 30 per cent of its book profits. 
Contrary to crtticisin. the MAT does not by 
any mean.s impose an excessive burden on 
the corporate sector. What the MAT does is 
to distribute the corporate tax burden more 
equitably between companies. 

2. MAT does not act as a disincentive 
on capital formation. The use of acceler¬ 
ated write-off on investment in plant and 
machinery, as a device to reduce tax babHi- 
bes, is effectively exploited by large compa¬ 
nies. Concesacsisof this type are distortionary. 
We need a system of fiscal inamtives for more 
efficient utilisation of existing capacities. MAT 
is supposed to be a step towards that 
Arguments Against 

1. The MAT has been |ustified on the 
grounds that more than 1000 profitable 
companies are not paying any tax and have 
converted themselves into ?ero-tax com¬ 
panies. However, critics point out that no 
fault can be found with such companies as 
they have not converted themselves into 


zero-tax companies by any devices of eva¬ 
sion, avoidance or subterfuge. They have 
simply made use of the numerous incen¬ 
tives, exemptions, concessions and deduc¬ 
tions embedded in the income-tax law and 
are legally entitled to pay no lax. The 
scheme announced is actually a revival of 
two similar schemes in the past, both of 
which failed to achieve the intended ob¬ 
jective. 

2. MAT will affect a company's liquid¬ 
ity, availability of funds for expansion, 
modernisation and declaration of divi¬ 
dends. 

3. An adverse effect on corporate .sav¬ 
ing and investment cannot be ruled out. It 
would indeed be unfortunate if, at a time 
when the private corporate sector savmg 
and investment are showing a rising trend, 
taxation acts as a dampener. 

4. The introduction of MAT will dis¬ 
courage managers and shareholders from 
reporting higher bcxik incomes in the years 
their tax liability is below 12 per cent of 
the book income. This behaviour has been 
observed in the US corporations in the 
years following the introduction of the al¬ 
ternative minimum tax in 1986. The more 
successful the companies are in reporting 
lower book income, the lesser the tax col¬ 
lected by the government. Therefore, MAT 
is expected to generate lesser tax revenue 
than based on a naive extrapolation of 
current book income into the future. More¬ 
over, it would also motivate companies to 
expend real resources on socially unpro¬ 
ductive activities like tire use of creative 
accounting to shield book income. 

Almatti Dam 

Q. The dispute over the Krishna 
waters has been in the news especially 
with the State of Andhra Pradesh de¬ 


manding stoppage of work at the 
Almatti dam site. Discuss the contro¬ 
versy and comment on the various ways 
to resolve river water disputes. 

Ans. There has been a lot of controt>ersy 
generated over the Almatti nivr dam. Not only 
is U a source of tension bctimm the States of 
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, but also that 
of major discussions about resolving of river 
water disputes. Among major topics of discus¬ 
sion have been whether States can be given 
autonomy to build danisover riwrs which flow 
across Slates. Also, what is the feasibility of 
a national policy to balance the interests of 
people in the lower and riparian regions. 
Moreover, there have been arguments for and 
against the building of the Almatti dam. 
Arguments Agnmsf 

People in Andhra have said that in 
the case of Almatti, the reser\'oir being built 
is two-and-a half times the requirements. 
The canal system which is in progress has 
the iacility to draw nearly double Hie re¬ 
quirements. 

It is argued that experienre shows it Ls 
near impossible to limit the use of water to 
agreed quantities once additional storage 
and infrastructural facilities are created. 
This is not only because of the pressures 
but also due to inherent weakness of not 
being able to forecast and gauge the in¬ 
flows of water into reservoirs on a weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly basis. 

Monitoring would be effective to some 
extent only when the reservoirs arc con¬ 
structed to the optimum size on sound 
techno-economical lines. Also, when large 
capacity reservoirs are provided for, the re¬ 
lease of water for downstream users gets 
automatically reduced and delayed, result¬ 
ing in time lag in the availability of water 
for tail-end regions. Andhra Pradedi feels 
it is unfair to build an oversized reservoir 
at Almatti, by an upper State like 
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Karnataka. Karnataka, they say, is resort¬ 
ing to gross vblations of the Krishna Wa¬ 
ter Distribution Tribunal award of 
Bachawat. 

Arguments For 

People who support the building of 
the dam have, however, pointed out that 
the Bachawat award on the Krishna basin 
waters had authorised the use of 7.14 tmc 
ft by Karnataka and 800 fms ft by Andhra 
Pradesh. Whereas Andhra Pradesh has 
used up its share of 800 tmc ft, Karnataka 
has not been able to do so because of re¬ 
source crunch. Now, the State is interested 
in investing about Rs 1200 crorcs this year. 
The effort of the State is to use the irriga¬ 
tion project as a multipurpose project to 
generate cheap hydel power, The Chief 
Minister of Karnataka has promised that 
the w'atcr from this dam will not be used 
for irrigation purposes. 

Moreover, it has been pointed out that 
It should not be difficult to monitor and 
enforce an agreement w'hen all concerned 
are informed of the values which are nec¬ 
essary in programme planning and imple¬ 
mentation. I’here is already an example 
wfiere a combined authority has been con¬ 
stituted by Andhra Piadcsh and Karnataka 
for regulating the release of Tungabhadra 
waters. Two States can easily exhibit will¬ 
ingness to share equitably any resource, be 
it water or electricity. 

While the two different sides present 
their own versions of the controversy, this 
debate has raised many questions about 
resolving water disputes. The real objec¬ 
tion in this case is that farmers in the up¬ 
per riparian region can consiune more 
water than they are allowed by the agree¬ 
ment. if Karnataka is allowed to build res¬ 
ervoirs. However, the fact is that there are 
many other ways of diverting water. If 
farmers in the upper riparian region take 
more water, it is for the governnwnt in that 
State to exercise its authority to stop them. 

Moreovec if people in the lower ripar¬ 
ian region wish to regulate the supply of 
water, they can build another reservoir 
downstream. 

Housewives Bill 

Q, Recently, the Housewives (Com- 


j 

i 


I 

1 


I 


1 

I 

i 


pulsoiy Weekly Holiday from Domestic 
Chores) Bill, 1996 was tabled in the Rajya 
Sabha. This has raised many questions 
about the rights of women in households. 
Discuss the various aspects related to the 
bill and give arguments for and against 
such a bill. 

Ans. The Housewives Bill, 1996 provides 
timt: Notwithstanding am/ custom, convention, 
ritual or tradition, it shall be the dull/ of the 
family members, particularly of the head of the 
family, to ask every housewife ('Housewife' 
means a woman, with or without children, 
whose ocaipation is looking after her family by 
doing the domestic chores) to select a particu¬ 
lar day of the week as a holiday from all domes¬ 
tic chores so rts to enable her to take rest and 
enjoy the day according to her pleasure. On a 
day so chosen as holiday by the houseioife, it 
shall be the duly oj the other family members 
to do alt the domestic chores ('domestic chores' 
include the imk done in a house such as clean¬ 
ing, cooking, dusting, mslwig and such other 
activities) of that day and complete it the same 
day and provide all the facilities to the house¬ 
wife so as to enable her to enjoy the holiday. 
Any family member ('family members' include 
the husband, tn-lmiv, sons, daughters and other 
close rrlafivi’s of a kmsaoifr living in the fam¬ 
ily) who goes against these provisions will be 
liable to a fine wlitcli may extend topne thou¬ 
sand rupees. 

The law /w-' been dismissed by many as a 
joke III the I’arltamenl In a country where el¬ 
ementary labour laws are not implemented in 
i<aritnis industnes, the idea of implementing a 
law to provide a comptdsory weekly holiday to 
housnoioes is likely to be dismissed There haie 
been various arguments for and against such 
implementation 
Arguments For 

1. Indian women, especially those liv¬ 
ing 'll rural areas, combining farm work 
with housework, are among the most 
overworked women in thv world. Most 
women are not even respected for the 15 
to 16 hours of daily toil and drudgery in 
order to keep the family going. These 
women need bette* nutrition and less 
drudgery every day of the week—not just 
once in a while. 

2. The Bill is a good way to begin a 
dialogue on the inequitable nature of the 
family and the matrimonial lie. Dt'spite 50 


I 


i 


years of independence and the constitu¬ 
tional right to equality, there is lack of spon¬ 
taneous give-and-take m marriage. 

3. This BUI is a step to ensure that work ' 

is shared by imposing 'duties' on tiie fam- ' 
ily members which have so far been con- ; 
veniently ignored, even in nuclear and 
non-joint families. | 

Arguments Against | 

1. The legality attached with house- | 
work makes the whole situation very com- i 
plicated. In a number of households, | 
women give importance to their own par¬ 
ticipation in the household work. In mat¬ 
ters that are related to individual 
households, it is difficult to decide about 
the exact running of the house. For one 
thing, the woman might not want to lake 
the day off. In case her children are si< k on 
that day, she would not want to take any 
leave. The woman cannot be prevented 
from nursing her diUdren. 

2. The question of a weekly day off 
cannot apply to 70 per cent of the people 
who are engaged in agriculture. The agri¬ 
cultural cycle is completely different from 
the urban job sector. The time of harvest ■ 
and sowing are periods of peak activity ; 
when women and the entire family cannot i 
afford to waste even a moment Therefore, ' 
the concept of a weekly day off cannot be 
applied here. 

I 3. Implementing such a law Is practi¬ 
cally difficult. Courts are already flooded 
witli litigation. 1 ,a wyers would be the only 
people who would make money. 

4. There is a need to recognise that 
the unequal work burden on women is 
actually a symptom of the imbalance in 
the power relations between men and 
women in the family. There is a need for 
people to work out better arrangements 

I within themselves in their homes. Tire ba¬ 
sic problem that women face is economic 
dependence. Legislations alone are not a 
solution to this imbalance. It can play some 
part though. 

Gender Equality (Ways and 
Strategies) 

Q. Women all over the world are 
said to be undervalued in terms of their 
work contribution. Various Human De- 
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vdopment Reports have su^ested ways 
to equalize gender opportunities. Enunier* 
ate some of the ways highlighting how 
these can help women. 

Ans. There has been a growing 
realisation about the need for a concrete 
strategy to equalize gender opportunities— 
a strategy, tliat would accelerate the pace 
of change. There is a lot that needs to be 
done in each society to improve gender 
equality. National plans of action are re- i 
quired, with quantitative targets combin¬ 
ing the elements of measures to overcome 
legal discrimination and .specific policy 
measures to restructure social and institu¬ 
tional norms. There can, thus, be various 
ways to remove gender mequality. 

First, there can be a timetable formu¬ 
lated to eliminate legal discrimination. 
There is a need to move beyond existing 
laws and rules. There is not very strict 
punishment formulated for mass violence 
against women. Mass rape and torture of 
women are actions that should be brought j 
to public scrutiny. These should be treated 
avS crimes deserving severe punishment. 
There should be greater transparency and 
accountability People can assist pressure 
groups and political lobbies through dis¬ 
semination of relevant information to build 
strong alliances for change. Legal literacy j 
campaigns can be organized to make 
women fully aware of their legal rights 
Access to legal systems for women should 
be made easier. 

Second, there can be certain changes 
in social and institutional norms. The 
present behavioural and institutional 
norms, based on gender roles rooted deep 
in history, make it difficult tor women to 
participate in paid employment and in 
politics. Certain ways of doing this are to 
encourage men to participate in family care, 
permitting flexible work schedules, ex¬ 
panding the concept of public services to 
include public day care centres and school 
lunches. Also, tax and social security in¬ 
centives can be changed to accommodate 
family structures different from the one 
breadwinner, two-adult family norm. Once 
women are recognised as 'breadwinners', 
that can become a convincing basis for a 
more equitable sharing of ri^ts in prop¬ 
erty, inheritance and divorce. There should I 


also be improvements in mformation on 
women's work, including the valuation of 
unpaid work. 

Third, efforts have to be made to in¬ 
crease access to economic and political op- 
portunities. Programmes should be 
formulated to enable people, particularly 
women, to gain greater access to economic 
and political opportunities. Some elements 
of such a programme can be basic social 
I services for all (basic education, primary 
health care, safe drinking water, family 
planning services, nutrition) reproductive 
health care, credit for poor people, sustain¬ 
able livelihood for all (self-employment 
schemes, micro enterprises, opportunife to 
enter the market), targetted programmes for 
poverty' reduction and capacity building .ind 
empowerment. 

Amendment Procedure 

Q. What are the methods of amend- 
I ments of the Indian Constitution? Criti¬ 
cally evaluate the procedure of 
Amendments. 

Ans. It has been said that constitu¬ 
tions develop through usages, judicial in¬ 
terpretations and by amendments. In fact, 
on the ba.sis of the method of tlic conslilu- 
j tional amendments, coiistitutions arc of 
two types—Flexible Constitution which can 
be amended dirough simple majority jusllikc 
an ordinary Jaw and Wgid Constitution, 
wliich is given superior position over the 
ordinary law and whichcanbeamendedonly 
through special majority. The Indian Coasti- 
tution is a mixture of rigidity and flexibility. 

To amend the Constitution of India, 
there are various methods. A^out 80 
amendments and four schedules of the 
Indian Constitution can be ameni^ by the 
Parliament with simple majority. Second, 
certain Amendments can be done by the 
Parliament with 2/3 majority. Third, 
there are certain Articles which can be 
amended only with 2/3 majority of the 
Parliament and approval of the 1 /2 State 
Legislatures, 

Like ordinary bills, the approval of the 
President over constitutional amendment 
Bills is necessary Before 1971, it was not 
obligatory for the President to give ap- 
I proval but under 24th Amendment the 


provision has been provided that the Presi¬ 
dent cannot refuse to give his approval 
So, the approval of the President over the 
constitutional amendment bill is just a for¬ 
mality Moreover, the Parliament does not 
have unlimited power to amend the Con¬ 
stitution. In the famous Keshwanand Bharti 
Case, the Supreme Courthad made it clear 
that tJic Parliament does not have the 
power to alter the 'basic structure' of the 
Constitution. 

The procedure of Amendments in In¬ 
dia has certain inherent weaknesses which 
need to be removed: 

1. Dominance of the Centre: India 
Is a federal country comprising a double 
administration—in the Centre and the 
States. But the major portion of the Consti- 
j tution can be amended by tJie Parliament 
i with 2/3 majority and there is no need of 
I approval of the States over it. 

I 2. State.s cannot initiate amendments: 

I In India the States do not have the right to 
I mitiale constitutional amendments. 

3 No time limit for State approval: In 
I certain cases, although there is need for 
; approval ol 1 /2 State Legislatures, there is 
i no time limit for the approval. Therefore, 
this cau.ses unnecessary delays in the 
amendment procedure. 

I 4. No provision of referendum: In 
I the Preamble, we accept that the sover- 
I eign power in India rests with the citi- 
I zens but there is no provision for any 
j referendum on constitutional amend¬ 
ments. This is quite contrary to the con¬ 
cept of sovereignty. 

5. No provision to resolve deadlock: 
In case of deadlock between both the 
Houses of the Parliament over any consti¬ 
tutional amendment, there is no provision 
for any resolution of the deadlock. Anum- 
j ber of times, due to deadlock between both 
' the Houses of the Parliament, many good 
i coastitutional amendments get rejected, 
j 6. Rigidity in Constitution: Some crit- 

j ics feel that the Indian Constitution is 
over-rigid, as it is very difficult to get 2/ 
3 majority of the Union Parliament and it 
is still difficult to get approval of 1/2 of 
the State legislatures. Therefore, some 
times it becomes difficult to change the 
Constitution according to the need of the 
time. 
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50th Year of India's Independence 


V 


st Prize 

Atoorva Sinha. 
^ fnini Aurawan in 
ixi Lucknow dislricl 
of fJ.P.. is a gra 
dualc from Unr 
vcrsily of Allaha- 
lad. She Is cur 
renUy doing her 
M.A. in Piibiir 
Admiuistralion. 
Alimrva sent a iMtom. which lakes off from 
Tagore’s famous line "le are far away from the 
id(‘al of freedom," Shi' wriles; “liislead of the 
rule of Ihe while man, we have (he raj' of very 
jiowerfiii. rich and influential hrowiis, who 
Ihough quite few in niimlier. iiuhi'siiatingly and 
dishonistiv rioniuiate all other ttidians." 



If'/ierc the mind is free and Ihe head is 
held high.. 

Wline pnmie armies are not kepi lo 
murder and massacre. 

inhere i nrpel exparls do not grou on Ihe 
hlood of child labourers. HAere admissions 
ami jobs depend on meril and mil on caste. 
Uhere kidnegs of jmlienls are mil stolen in 
hospitals. 

Where mafia dons exist cadg in fiction 
and not in 1‘arliament. Where there are no 
great inequalities. 

Whirr the got'emmenl is led by leaders 
ami not by swaniis and lanlrics. 

Where public servants do not lii'r 
luxurious lives on public money. 

Where irivrs are not burnt in Ihe 
tandoor. 

Where women are respected and not 
solil into prostitution. Where the pike 
protects and does not harass or extort Where 
plitks is rJean and busine.ss is fair. 

Where health ami education are more 
important than mandir or luasjiil, 

ITAcre common pople are not subject to 
injustices. 

Where every man tries to he a T.N. 
Seshan... 



...Into that heami offreeiiom. 
Lead my country awake! 


I I When we annimneed in our j | 

I dugusi issue that we would likelo h 
! hear from our readers, it was with the j I 
I I hope that our readers would tell us , , 

jjj what really it felt lo he an Indian, i 

I . With 9HH entries (and more pouring in ! 
I I as we went to the press), our hop is ' ’ 
I I more than fulfiUed. Ike received j r 

! i entries from all ports of India, ^ . 

I showing the interest of our readers in 
. , the country. There was appoximately \ 
;|! equal prikiption from the girts as ’ • 
ii weU as hoys, though the girls turned 
1; imt to he much more expressive. ! 

jr Considering the diverse backgrounds -' 
;«J of the respndenis, we can safely 
assume that the views represent the 
•i, thinking of the Indian youth from | 
imo.ss the country. After a careful 
I priress. we finally arrived at the prize I 
:• winning entries whkh we an; I 
publishing here tf e congratulate the 
J winners. The notable thoughts of other 
■ readers will be carried in our 
i, siiksequent issues. j 

* - I 


2 


It d 


Pri zm 



A.B. Kajasekaran is 
doing his engine¬ 
ering from Tindi 
vanam in Tamil 
Nadu He is |as 
sionate almut in¬ 
equalities and says. 
"If I come In hold 
the country s high 
esi office, 1 will 
make sure that Ihe last cili/CMi of Ihe counlrv 


gc'ti his rigtils." 


"I'reedom-We ipl it a! midnight, it has 
not dawned yet", so wrote a Imil poet. Vie 
hare made great strides in many fiehls after 
independence: a dozen satellites, many 
piwer plants, the Pokhran test and the Agni 
missiles. Be are self-iuffkienl in agriculture 
and industry is also looking up. 

it the same time, Ikere Im been a great 
rfecfine in pnfe/tc mimHly. Tlu‘ dynamk 
leadership that existed once has completely 
vanished. Today's plitkians and 


bureaucrals have become Ihe greatest 
enemies of the people. Our freedom exists in 
words but we are tied up by our own power 
brokers. 

Though we are in shambles today, / am 
sure that we can recover. We have miks to go 
and show the world that Ikis land does not 
produce a mushroom gram under the 
shadow of a tree but a flower bom from the 
fire of sacrifke. I am sure lhal real freedom 
will dam in this land of ours. 


3 


rd 


Prize 


Premalatha 
Venugnpal studies 
in Class Xi of ^stval 
Public School in 
Mumbai. She has 
lived abroad for 
many years and 
her response is j 

that of an NKi 

coming back Ui Ihe j 

country after a loiq; time. 

The first imap that came lo my mind 
when I Ihouglit of India was the sight of po/m 
trees swaying in the breeze. When I .saw 
India for Ihe first lime. Ihe real India hil my 
senses—dirty, unpainled huildinp, roads ' 

pppred with ptholes and rlullered with 
garbage, my heart ached seeimj Ihe hordes of 
poor, unrbthed. hungry beggars who filled 
Ihe pnvemenls, who M no real homes to call 
Ihcir own. 

Sometimes I wish I amid just wave a 
magk wand and ereate Ihe India of my 
drenms-a clean phee with no polklion. 
trees everywhere, good roads and neat 
homes. Wore imporlanl. a home for every 
family and education, rlolkes and jobs as 
well. 

When I was abroad, / used to say unth 
ungueslionablr pride Ihot I was an Indian. I 
wonder if I ever went buck and was asked the 
same question, would I still have the tenor of 
pride in my voke? I really can't be sure, Bui 
sometimes, when I hear Ihe national anthem 
or sare jaban se acha, / feel a snip of 
something whkh can only be descrdied as 
kwe and hope for my country and this 
feeHny is what being an Indian means to me. 
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India \ fndepcndc. 


Consolation Frizes 




iiisniinp Mniitlapa is rrom 
Pondicherry. She is currently 
doing her MCA from Ciiddalore in 
Tamil Nadu 


Our goidenjubUee yeiir is a jubilant 
occasion. I am proud lo be an Indian, which 
allows unegualled freedom to its citizens. 
Our economic resilience is most remarkable 
and though we may not have done 
remarkably well, lee have not been too bad 
either. Our success in agriculture is tndy 
amazing and the while revobiliim has mode 
the self-sufficiency in midi a worldwide, 
success story. Today we are self-sufficient in 
many consumer and industrial goods, which 
have increased both in quantity and quality, 
life expectancy has also increased. 

it preserd. India is on the threshold of 
becoming a superpower. In the field of 
computers, we have produced the best brains 
that the world has. Ve do have some failings 
but these are not so great that they canot he 
rectified. 

diven a chance. I would want lo be 
reimm as an Indian once again. 


Divva Sinha is a graduaie cur¬ 
rently preparing for her RBI 
entrance and other comjtelilive 
examinations. She lives in Nalco 
. •> Nagar in Angul district of Orissa. 

To me freedom does not mean freedom 
from foreign rule alone but also from 
poierly. insecurity, cammunalism and 
casteism. I feel that India 's independence is 
the most precious jmssession. In fact, had it 
not been for freedom. I would not have been 
able to express my views indeperdently. 

I dream of India which has surged 
ahead of all nations in terms of humanity 
and daelopmcnt. Should I have the 
(rpportunity. I would try lo clearrsi' the 
country of corruption. I know llml fmth and 
confidence can get you the moon. So, as we 
enter (he fiftieth year of independence. I am 
confident that we will be able to uphold the. 
ideals of freedom which we gained at great 
cost 49 years ago. 




Pandya Yimalkiimar B. lives in 
Amrdi in Gujarat. He has done 
his Bachelor of Fisheries and 
intends to continue studies in 
this field. 


It is unfortunate that a sense of 
irresponsibilily has befallen the. Indian 
people. But it is wrong to blame the 
politicians alone, since they could nol have 
continued in this way witimt the support of 
the people. Corruption is one of Ibe. most 
serious problems and people should learn lo 
stand up against U and expose it. Leaders 
who ore corrupt will dare not go to (he 
people for voles if this awareness comes. I 
am sure in this way corruption can be wiped 
out. 


Vani V. Kao livi*s in Uharvtad. 
Karnataka, wliere she .studies in 
the stvoiid year of B.Sc. 


In the past, our great leaders were a 
uniting force. But today, no one is 
trustworthy. Our selfish leaders cannot unite 
the country. 

Dreams have no limitations. I dream of 
an India which does not have the three major 
jtroblems of population, pirverly onrf 
illiteracy. 4 country where wildlife is safe, 
since all animals should have their home. 


Ashish Mahajan is a commerce 
graduate from Chandigarh and is 
now preparing for his MBA 


The growth of our economy has not 
been very satisfactory, but considerable 
progress has been made in several areas like 
food, employment, industrial output and 
even reduction of poverty. Exports are also 
showing signs of increjtsing. ff'e have our 
own mmiles like Agni and fYitlivi, which 
have boosted our defence. In computers, we 
have been able lo build the Param 
supercomputer. Owrall. our growth has been 
satisfactory but nol as good as other 
counlries which started out al about the 
same time. 



Whal I am ashamed of is corruption 
and prejudices which dominate our sociely. 
These have oiiershadowed some of better 
tendencies. 

I dream of an India as a self sufficient 
nation, free from avaricious poliHcians and 
corrupt bureaucrats. This would mean 
rejuvenating the vigour of the youth, whkh 
al present is not only misguided but is also 
al a hw ebb. This can be done by 
decentralising our administrative set up and 
by implementing the Lokpal and lx)byukt 
scheme. 

Santosh Raji^o|)aIan belongs to 
Mumhai and is prest'ntly doing 
B.E. in Flerlronics and 
Cominunicatinii.s from Tirtirhira 
palli in Tamil .Nadu. 

Men I my I am proud to be an Indian. 
I do nol have in mind the shambles (bat the 
country is in now. I do ml want lo think 
about the scorns, the sex s(andal.s and our 
dismal performance in spurts. I think of a 
nation that could haw been 

I think of a country whose sheer 
diversity would haw kept it vibrant. I see the 
lush gre(m fields of Punjab and the 
manijrows of Kerala. I sec the rich wildlife 
and the majestic kilLs of Himachal. Then, 
there is Ike great potential of a country that 
produced great works like the Arlhashastra 
and the scimr of Ayiirvisla. linfoiiunately, 
much of our glory lies in the. past. 

If I haw. the chance to change 
something. I would change altitudes of the 
people: towards umk. towards the country 
and towards society. (Pe have huge resources 
and a rich land. Mai is required is a change 
of heart in the people and in our leaders. Is 
lhal loo much lo expeci? 


Saha Mahmood is doing her B.A. 
al University of Allal^d. She 
also has a diploma in French and 
loves debates and writing 


Freedom is a misty dawn for India. We 
face the nation's fiftieth year under the 
stress and strain of bitter realities. The 
dreams of the freedom filters. 1 fear, have 
mt been MiUed. To be proud of the nation 
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yel bmoan its shorkmingx are 
conlmdidory thingt. Kes, / am proud, but 
there is so much more to be datui. All of us 
have to stand up and do our hit for our 
country. Only then wilt we he on the path of 
prosperity. 


Sukanya ChatlOTyH* Is doing her 
Eronomics Honours and lives in 
Chandannager in West Bt'ngal. 


Being a student. I can understand the 
moral amfusion in the minds of young 
people with political scandals being exposed 
everyday. Re do not know who or what is 
right, lie are desperately in search of a 
person whom we ran trust, but are not able 
to find one. Given a chance, I would open 
several instituliims all over India and invite 
economic nptrls to help us with their 
suggestions to increase productivity. The 
process is d^firult, hut what is life without a 
challenge^ 


Pragnya Das lias done her H.Sc in 
llnmo Scieme and is now doii^ 
her post graduation in food and 
nutrition. She lives in Bhilai in 
Madhva Pradesh. 


Changing human attitude will be a 
challenge but given the opjmlunity. t would 
like to change the political arena, since it is 
on the verge of destroying the nation. 
Politicians should be made to go through a 
rigorous selection before they can compete in 
elections. If we don't have this, we will 
continue selecting greedy and corrupt 
traders who will lake us down to a point of 
no return. We should follow the example of 
Korea where the convicted leaders have been 
given a death sentence. 


Appu Joseph Jo$«> Is a graduate 
from Thodupudu in Kerala. 


Though India has had many 
achievemenls, there have also been sei’cral 
dUappoinlments. Poverty, unemployment 



and iUilentcy are some of them- The gap 
between the rich and the poor is constantly 
incremng. IFe are seeing a disregard for 
laws and civic sense. 

There is, however, a light at the end of 
the tunnel. Lessening of controls has resulted 
in higher eronomk growth, and Ike cynicism 
of the youtii is ebbing away. My visum of 
India is of a country where democracy, 
pkndism and excellence thrives. Every 
person .should have bask necessities of life. / 
pray and hope that I ran see such an India 
within our lifetime. 


Rajshree Das is doii^ her Agri- 
rultural Engineering from 
Bhuham'slivrar. 

Fifty years is a long lime to make a 
nation, (hi the one hand it presents a pkture 
of Mm Bharat Malian hut on the other, there 
is unemployment and overpopulation. The 
chasm between the rich and the poor has 
widened. The youth is lending a confused life 
of contra-culture. 

The greatest asset of India is the spirit 
of Us people, the we feeling' and the faith to 
renovate Ike nation. ,4n iwhcalion of this is 
the peace and harmony with whkh people of 
different communities live here. In this 
respect, we are a model to the rest of the 
world. I am proud to belong to the world 's 
largest demarary. 




Panipi Ghosh Ls a student of 
Bolany from (jlcutU I'niversily. 


first, it was the British who were 
plundering our nation and now our leaders 
are doing Ike same. There seems to be no 
difference between India before 
independence and now. 

India is today oirrpopulaled. poor and 
corrupted. The young people are. aimless and 
unemployed. 'The brUliani become jobless due 
to caste-based reservation. Our leaders use 
casteism for their own benefit. If our talent 
is given better opportunities, the brain drain 
will slop and India could become developed 


instead of a developing country. It is indeed 
sad that young persons have to leave the 
country to make their fortunes whereas our 
own country does not offer proper venues for 
work and reward. 


Dipak Clmudhary is from 
Mughalsarai in II.P. He is doing 
his B.A. and his bobbies are 
reading and writing. 

For me. psl independent India means 
a mixture of opposites-too many laws kit 
little jusike: too many publk servants but 
Utile publk service; loo many values but 
little done in praclke; too many promises 
but lUlle delivery; huge potential but lihk 
realisation. Being Indians, we should find 
Indian soiutbns to Indian pndilems. We. 
ought to create an ndminislration that is 
belter suited to our own rullure. One thing 
that can be done is to strengthen Panchayaii 
raj by giinng panchayats more funds and 
powers. People should be empowered to take 
decisions concerning them and determine 
their own path of progress. Rather than 
wailing for the gm>emment to take action for 
them, they will feel motivated to solve their 
own problems. Gram sahhas would bring 
democracy to the people, restore faith in 
our secularism and redeem our resolve to 
remofie the scourge of overpopulation, 
poverty, illiteracy, unemphiymenl and 
matnulritum. 


Amit Gupta studies in class S of St 
Josephs (louvenf Srhool in 
Ferozepur. His hubbies are 
quizzing and debating. 


Being an Indian, one would not like to 
critkkr one's own country, but the fact is 
that India enjoyed gjory and respect only in 
the past. Today, we owe mtUions of rupees to 
the World Bank and we may be heading 
towards anotiier slavery, if not of another 
country, then that of pmly, unempbynwnt 
and dlilemcy. 

(kr poUlkians Aaee contaminated the 
Ji/e of the common people. We see scandals 
all around us showing that our national 
character has declirwd. 
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SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 

Computer 

Computer science is the body of 
knowledge pertaining to the automatic 
processing of symbolic information. The 
most important device for such processing 
is the computer. Computer scientists inves¬ 
tigate the capabilities of automatic com¬ 
putation and develop eftective algorithms, j 
symbolic representations, and processors | 
for such computation. j 

1-or the automatic manipulation of ! 
information, which can take the form ot j 
numbers, text, or other symbolic represen- I 
tations ol concepts or data, the digital com- j 
puter can be programmed to perform many i 
diverse operations With the aid of a corn- ^ 
puter, a busmess planner can find the solu¬ 
tion to a large system of linear equations; 
a molecular biologist can compare the j 
chemical structures of the genes of differ¬ 
ent organisms; an engineer can prepare the 
design ot a new device. The computer can 
also process concepts, if given their en¬ 
coded, symbolic representations and a set 
of rules for dealing with them. 

As a science of an.artificial symbolic 
world rather than of the natural world, 
computer science does not have naturally 
predefined boimdaries. Many of the prob¬ 
lems worthy of intellectual pursuit evolve 
with technological breakthroughs and with 
new areas of computer application. The 
interaction between the science and com¬ 
puter engineering is vital, and in many 
instances it is the rigorous pursuit of knowl¬ 
edge rather than the goal of constructing 
an economically viable artifact that classi¬ 
fies a project as a scholarly enterprise. 

The crucial developments that led to 
the establishment of computer science were 
fundamental theoretical discoveries con- 
certiing automatic computation that were 
nwde in the 1930s and Ae development of 
the general-purpose stored-program elec¬ 
tronic digital computer in the 1940s. The 


Science 

deeper roots of computer science, howeven 
lie in the efforts, undertaken throughout 
the centuries, to design mechanical devices 
for numeric computation and for reason¬ 
ing. The interplay of theoretical and prac¬ 
tical discoveries continues to influence the 
development of the science; its progress 
alternates between the invention of novel 
system organizations or new programming 
languages and the analysis ot the results of 
those developments j 

The history of the tools of computa- | 
tion begins with the invention of the aba- j 
CHS several thousand years ago, perhaps in j 
Babylonia The first calculating devices to | 
have a major influence on the modern 
world, however, were the mechanical cal¬ 
culators built in the 17tli century by Blaise 
Pascal ot I'rancc and Gottfried Wilhelm 
Leibniz of Ciermany 

Computer architecture 

The organization ot the hardware com- 
i ponents of computer systems has been 
I based to a large degree on the so-callcd 
von Neunuinn machine. In this hardware 
design a single stream of machine-language 
instructions is applied to a single stream of 
data, both instructions and data residing 
in a common memory. The technique most 
often used to design the control unit (which 
transLucs and executes instructions) of 
computers, called microprogrammmg, was 
invented by Wilkes in 1951 and imple¬ 
mented in 1964. The organization of com¬ 
puter memory into a hierarchy of units with 
varying speeds and capacities was formu¬ 
lated in the late 1950b ind early ’60s. Mul¬ 
tiprocessor desigiTS, where two or more 
processors share a common memory, have 
been operational since the early 1960s. 

in 1965 the first commercial minicom¬ 
puter was installed. Although less power¬ 


ful than mainframe (large-scale) coalput- 
ers, minicomputers found a wide market 
because they are cost-effective in many sci¬ 
entific and business applications. Contin¬ 
ued efforts at size reduction resulted in the 
development of the microprcKessor, a cen¬ 
tral processor that consists of a single sili¬ 
con cliip, in 1971. At about this time, it 
became apparent that further increase^ in 
proces-sing speed would have to come from 
advances in architectural design rather than 
from increases in the speed of the elecfroruc 
components. Innovative designs of super¬ 
computers and of multiprocessors with 
large numbers of processors were pro¬ 
duced, and some were implemented. While 
some of these designs are extensions of the 
von Neumann architecture, others consti¬ 
tute radical departures. 

Rudimentary computer networks 
j emerged in the late 1950s. Intensive research 
i and development in this area, starting in 
I 1968, lias resulted in networks that permit a 
I broad range of user access and worldwide 
resource sharing. Local-area network tech¬ 
niques were developed in the 1970s to con¬ 
nect computer systems witliin limited areas, 
such as a building or a campus. 

Programming languages and 
methodology 

The original method of programming, 
in which each instruction had to be ex¬ 
pressed in the binary machine language of 
Is and Os, was tedious and impractical. 
Therefore, it became necessary to develop 
programming languages that would help 
humans to communicate more easily witli 
computers. Mnemonic representations of 
instructions and data, wWch appeared in 
the late 1940s, soon evolved into assembly 
language's, each specific to a family of com- 
1 puters. 
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Assembly languages were still too in¬ 
convenient for large progranuning tasks. 
Higher-level languages (those closer to 
natural, or human, languages) were 
needed. Such machine-independent lan¬ 
guages would facilitate algorithmic prob¬ 
lem solvmg. The study of the syntax and 
semantics of higher-level programming 
languages and the research on their soft¬ 
ware translators have become a subfield of 
computer science. The first program for 
translating a higher-level language into 
machine language, called a compiler, was 
developed in 1952. 

Although research on higher-level lan¬ 
guages was begun in 1945 by tlie German 
engineer Konrad Zuse, the first reasonably 
complete such language, FORTRAN 1, was 
developed during the years 1954 to 1956. 
The field reached maturity with the intro¬ 
duction, in 1963, of the language ALGOL 
60, whicli offered a well-defined set of struc- | 
tures for controlling execution flow and the | 
scope of data entities. This language soon j 
became generally accepted for algorithmic | 
notation. i 

The late 1950s saw the development | 
of LISP, the fimdamental language of arti- \ 
ficial intelligence. In 1960 COBOL j 
emerged as the language of data process- j 
ing; if demonstrated the importance of i 
separating the definitions of data from the i 
procedural components of a program. In i 
the mid- 1960s BASIC was mtroduced as a ! 
simple language for interactive comput- j 
ing, a then-novel mode of user-system ! 
communication. ! 

In the early 1970s Pascal (based on 
ALGOL) was developed as a simple and 
efficient language for methodical, struc¬ 
tured programming, and C was inventexj | 
as a language for programming operating > 
systems. I 

i 

Operating systems | 

Originally, programmers had to oper- j 
ate computers themselves. In 1956 the first I 
software monitor was created to give pro¬ 
grammers easier access to the hardware. 
Operating systems thus emerged as a 
means of organizing the resources of a com¬ 
puter system for easy use and efficient 
management. The first operating systems 


of the 1950s increased the speed of com¬ 
puter processing by permitting batch pro¬ 
cessing, in which a series of different 
programs could be executed without in¬ 
terruption; as each one ended, the next was 
automatically initiated. 

In the early 1960s multiprogramming 
operating systems were created to main¬ 
tain several programs simultaneously in a 
state of execution in order to make more 
efficient use of the hardware resources. Ya- 
tual memory, a concept formulated in 1959, 
made it possible to apparently extend the 
main memory space to accommodate these 
multiple piograms. Tune-sliaring operat¬ 
ing systems, invented in the early 1960s, 
schedule the access of many users to a 
single processor. Because a computer can 
execute millions of operations per second 
and because human reaction time is slow, 
many users can interact with tlie system 
at one time The late 1960s saw a consoli¬ 
dation of batch, time-sharing, and "real¬ 
time" (driven by external signals that 
require rapid response) modes in large 
operating systems 

The experience gained in the devel¬ 
opment of these systems led to the sys- 
tcnuitic study of operating systems In 196,5 
the crucial problem in developing operat¬ 
ing systems was recognized as the man¬ 
agement of interacting parallel processes. 
In 1968 It was shown how to structure an 
operating system as layers of routines, each 
performing a limited and specific function. 

Role of Compater Science 

Since the computer has become an 
ever-present force in human affairs, com¬ 
puter science has played an increasingly 
important role in the way people work, 
live their private lives, organize their ac¬ 
tivities in society, and, to an extent, per¬ 
ceive themselves. The ubiquitous 
microprocessor and the evolving combi¬ 
nation of computers, telecommunications, 
and large data bases are changing the 
complexion of life in industrialized soci¬ 
eties. 

Computer science also has influenced 
the entire family of scientific disciplines. 
V^irk in the field has led to the develop¬ 
ment of tools that have the potential of 


expanding the methodeflogy of science. 

The computer, particulafly when com¬ 
bined with communications technology, 
has made it possible to handle the vast 
amount of information that is needed to 
increase the efficiency of production, man¬ 
agement, and government. What is some¬ 
times called the "information revolution" 
is thus bringing to fruition the advantages 
of the mechanization that was fostered by 
the Industrial Revolution, which began in 
the late 17(K)s. 

Computer science is intimately related 
to many disciplines of knowledge. Al¬ 
though it is mostly empirical, its basic tools 
are mathematics and logic. Computer sci¬ 
ence furnishes other sciences and teclmolo- 
gies witli intellectual tools in addition to 
hardware and software—namely, tech- 
niqui'sot process-oriented thinking. Mod¬ 
ern particle physics owes many of its recent 
achievements to powerful computers that 
control experiments and analyze data. 
Molecular biologists use computerized 
machines for establishing the genetic struc¬ 
ture of living organisms, knowledge that 
can be used to develop new drug.s and 
improve breeds of live-stock and strains of 
plants. Fcologists rely on computer mod¬ 
els of the human body to estimate its re¬ 
sponse to chemical substances. 

The manipulation of computer mod¬ 
els furnishes a new mode of scientific un¬ 
derstanding and blurs the distinition 
between theory and experiment. Comput¬ 
ers provide new tools for conducting sci¬ 
entific enterprises and have proved to be a 
true intellectual technology Geograpliically 
distant scholars, working on common prob¬ 
lems, now can be united on a computer 
network into an "invisible college". From 
information bases offering access to the 
exploding body of scientific knowledge, 
individual investigators can foige their own 
bases of information by meaivs of the so 
called hypertext system, which enables 
them to link related aspects of tlieir respec¬ 
tive studies. 

Not the least of the contributions of 
computer science, artificial intelligejicc has 
promoted the emergence of cognitive sci¬ 
ence that deals with the prdslems of kno wl- 
edge, understanding, inference, and 
learning. 


206 OCTOBER ’96 COMPETITION MASTER 



The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. WheiE and when is the Second Asia 
Pacific Trienniel of Contemporary Art 
Scheduled to be held? 

Ans. Brisbane, from September 27 to 
January 19. The event will be organised by 
the Queensland Gallery, and will include 
more than 100 artists from various Asian 
countries. Vivan Sundaram, Nilima Sheikh, 
N.N. Rinuon, Mrinalini Mukherjce and 
Nalini Malani will represent Indian Art at 
this event. 

Q. What 18 the name of India's first 
Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV), that was 
flight-tested in the month of August? 

Ans. Niskwt. It is designed to under¬ 
take accurate navigation to designated tar¬ 
get points (for aerial reconnaissance 
purposes) and extended in flying missions 
lasting sevcralhours with electro-optic and 
photographic payloads 

Remote controlled by sophisticated 
digital microw'ave radio link from ground, 
Nis/wiif is capable of surviving electronic 
interference by the enemy. 

Nislmnt has been launched jointly by 
the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (URDO) and the Aeronauti¬ 
cal development Establishment, Banga¬ 
lore. 

Q. What is Ditya Yatra'' 

Ans. Dwya Yatra is a scheme to bring 
popular television serials to the masses, 
with the help of several video vans or Rafits, 
equipped with a portable screen, video 
projection and audio equipment. 

These video vans will go to distant 
places in a State on a designated route and 
schedule, and will hold two-hour shows at 
each place. 

Q. What do the recently submitted 
Nitish Sengupta Committee recommenda¬ 
tions pertain to? 

Ans. The recommendatioas are for a 
comprehensive broadcasting Bill pertain¬ 
ing to the Prasar Bhatati Act, which have 


been submitted to the government. 

Q. The Almatti Dam dispute involves 
which two Indian States? 

Ans. Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 

Q. In which city arc the tallest twin 
buildings in the world being con¬ 
structed? 

Ans. Kuala Lumpur. The Petronas 
Twin Towers will be 88 storeys each, when 
completed. 

Q. During whose reign was the 17th 
century work Badshahnamo commissioned, 
and what does it portray? 

Ans.The Badahahnama was commis¬ 
sioned by Shahjahan, and it is a collec¬ 
tion of miniature paintings that 
illustrate several aspect of the life and 
times of the emperor. The only surviv¬ 
ing volume is in England, after the 
Nawab of Oudh, having purchased it 
from the Mughal Court for Rs 12,000, 
presented it to Governor- General Lord 
Teignmouth in 1797. 

Q. What is the name of the text that 
contains the present form of the Compre¬ 
hensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTB'T)? 

Ans. The Ramakar text. 

Q Which is the Indian company that 
is involved in the launching a joint ven¬ 
ture to form the Cairo Funds Management 
Ltd (CFM) in Egypt? 

Ans. United Trust of India (UTI). Its 
maiden mutual fund scheme will be 
launched along with the Export Devel¬ 
opment Bank of Egypt (FDBE) and the 
Paris-based Indo Suez Asset Manage¬ 
ment. The Cairo Funds Management will 
collect 100 million Egyptian pounds tor 
the scheme. 

Q. The GVK Industries recently an¬ 
nounced its commencement of a 235 MW 
gas-based power project. Where is this 
project situated and what is the signiHcance 
of this project? 

Ans. Jegurupadu, Andhra Pradesh. 


It is India's first private power project 
after the announcement of the psrivate 
sector power policy by the government 
of India. 

Q. How many one-rupee coins and 
notes were in circulation during the year 
1995-96? 

Ans. According to the RBI, there were 
Rs 115 crore coins and notes in circulation 
during 1995-96. The total currency notes 
which were in circulation during tlie same 
period were worth Rs 1,20,073, and those 
held in the banking department were about 
Rs 35 crore. 

Q. What is the purpose of the Brand 
Equity Fund set up by the Union Com¬ 
merce Ministry? 

Ans. It is expected to promote a re¬ 
verse flow in brand acquisitions by help¬ 
ing corporates acquire big international 
brands on sale, and to build them up as 
Indian brands in the international mar¬ 
kets. Uptillnow, it was Indian brands tliat 
were being acquired by the multination¬ 
als (c.jf., Coca Cola acquired the Parle 
brands). 

Q. Which is the new railway zone 
created recently? 

Ans. Bhubaneshwar, in Orissa. The 
other five zonal headquarters are 
Allahabad, Jaipur Bangalore, Hazipurand 
Jabalpur. 

Q. Which is the Indian company that 
will be the first to set up an Object Tech¬ 
nology Centre (OTC). 

Ans. WIPRO systems in Bangalore. 
Tliis Object Technology Centre will train 
software developers to think differently in 
terms of building blocks and creating ob¬ 
ject-oriented software. 

Q. Which are the two child welfare 
state councils that recently got the Radha 
Raman awards for excellence in the field 
of child welfare? 

Ans. Karnataka and West Bengal. 
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Appointed; Elected Etc 
ViceAdntjral Vishnu Bha^vat: Aspecial- 
ist in Communications and Electronic War¬ 
fare, he has been appointed as the next 
Chief of Indian Navy. 

).$. CMmtiml He has been appointed 
as Chairman of the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC). 

Vi]ay K. Nambiar: He is India's new 
Ambassador to China. 

C. Dasffupta: He has been appointed 
as India's Ambassaor to Belgium. 

Distinguished Visitors 
Prakash Chandra Lohani: Nepalese For- 


eigin Minister. 

Navinchandra RamKOolam: Prime Min¬ 
ister of Mauritius. 

Malcom Rifkind: Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs of United King¬ 
dom. 

Died 

Sir Frank Wiillk. Inventor ot the jet 
engine in 1928, as he was a young cadet in 
the Royal Air Force. He died at the age ot 
89 at Baltimore, USA, 

AshokSeii Former Union Minister and 
leading Supreme Court advocate. He was 
83. 


EVENTS 


AUGUST 

13 —] & K Governor K.V. Krishna Rao is¬ 
sues notification for the first phase of 
polling in 26 ot the 87 constituencies in 
the State. 

—After 8 days of fierce fighting in Grozny, 
Russian and Chechen separatist com¬ 
manders agree to a cease-fire through¬ 
out the rebel republic ot Chechnya. 

14—^At least 10 people are killed and sev¬ 
eral injured in lOirachi as unidentified 
gunmen open fire with automatic 
weapons on a rally staged by a Sunni 
fundamentalist party 

—Negotiations to conclude the Compre¬ 
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) reach a 
dead end in Geneva as growing dis¬ 
sent brings formal meetings to a halt. 

16—In a major CBI raid, Rs 3 crores in cash 
is recovered from the houses of the 
former Commimications Minister, Mr 
Sukh Ram. 

18—Suspected United Liberation Front of 
Assam (Ul.FA) msurgents attack and 
kill 13 security personnel in Nalbari dis¬ 
trict of Assam. 

20—Despite India's veto to block a con¬ 
sensus, the Geneva Conference on Dis¬ 
armament approves a status report on 
the CTBT. India had earlier rejected the 
treaty. 

22—The Supreme Court refuses to quash a 
Delhi court order summoning former 


Prime Minister P.V. Narasimlia Rao to 
appear as co-accused in Lakhubhai 
Pathak cheating case. 

23—Nearly 250 pilgrims lose their lives due 
to bad weather, en-routc to the shrine 
of Shri Amarnath in jammu & Kash¬ 
mir. 

26—Former South Korean President Chun 
Doo-hwan is sentenced to dcatli for his 
role in the 1979 military coup and the 
subsequent massacre of pro-democracy 
protestors in Southern Kwangju city. 
His successor and co-accused Roh Tae- 
woo is awarded a twenty two-and-a- 
half-year imprisonment, • 

28— The 15-year old marriage of Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana of United 
Kingdom ends with the issue of a de¬ 
cree in a London divorce court. 

29— The Election Commission announces 
that elections to the 425Assembly seals 
in Uttar Pradesh would be held from 
September 30, in three phases. 

—All 141 passengers and crew are killed 
when a Russian air-liner crashes on the 
remote Arctic island of Spitzbergen in 
Norway. 

SEPTEMBER 

3— US forces fire 27 cruise missiles on Iraq 
to punish Saddam Hussain for an as¬ 
sault on Kurdish rebels. 

4— US fires 17 more missiles at military 


installations of Iraq. 

—Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu meets President Yasser 
Arafat of Palestine for the first time 
after taking office three monfiis ago. 

6 — A special judge, Mr V.B. Gupta, orders 
framing of charges against Mr L.K. 
Ad vani. President of the BJP in the Jain- 
Hawala case. 

—Four IMM leaders, including a sitting 
MP Shibhu Soren, are arrested by the 
CBI for their alleged involvement in 
the Rs 3.5 crore bribery case. It is al¬ 
leged that the four leaders had accepted 
the money in 1993 to vote against a 
no-confidence motion against 
Narasimha Kao government. 

7— More than 50 per cent polling is re¬ 
ported in the first phase of Assembly 
polls in 2b constituenck*s m Jammu and 
Kashmir. The polling is held success¬ 
fully despite unprovoked firing and 
shelling by Pakistani troops m fi\'e sec¬ 
tors and a boycott call by the All-Party 
Kashmir Hurriyat Conference, 

8 — Prime Minister H.D Deve Gowda 
warns Pakistan to n’frain from foment¬ 
ing trouble in Jammu and Kashmir, or 
face the consequences 


MILESTONES 

\^ant Madhave Sheno^n The 
youngest entrepreneur in Mumbai, 
and possibly in India. He has 
launched his dwn computer firm 
called "Infinity Inc". He has started 
his business on his own, without any 
.loads. 


General Awareness 

Corrections 

luly '96 issue Pages 1080 and 1081. 
Answer to Q. 18 and 23 is (h) and (d) re¬ 
spectively. 

Aug '96 i'ssuePage 39. Answer to ques¬ 
tions 3, 7 and 48 is (c), (c) and (b) respec¬ 
tively. 

The mistakes are regretted. 

—Editor 
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1996 EDITIONS 


1. Current Affairs & Backgrounders Rs 50.00 

2. Ever-Latest General Knowledge 

-By O.P. Khanna Rs 70.00 

3. General Knowledge Refresher 

-By O.P. Khanna Rs 140,00 

4. Test of Reasoning Rs 55.00 

5. Topical Essays 

(For IAS, PCS. and other higher 

grade examinations) Rs 60.00 

6. Choicest Essays 

(For three-year degree course ; 

B.A.., B.Sc., B.Com., Students of 

Indian Universities and for 

competitive Examinations) Rs 45 00 

7. Short Essays Rs 25.00 

8. How to Study and Take Exams Rs 20.00 


9. MASTER GUIDE—Railway Service I 

Commission Examination Rs 60.00 


10. MASTER GUIDE- 

Bank Probationary Officers’ 
Examination 


Rs 60 00 


11. MASTER GUIDE- 
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for Clerks, etc. Rs 60.00 

12. MASTER GUIDE-Staff Selection 
Commission Clerks’ Grade 

Examination Rs 60.00 
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POSTAGE FREE! 
if single order value is Rs 60.00 or more. 
Please add Rs 10.00 towards postage if ^ 
order value is less than Rs 60.00 
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DO YOU NEED TO HAVE A VERY HIGH I.Q. 
TO QUAUFY IN THE BANK P. O. EXAMS? 



YES, BUT THERE ARt 
OPTIONS! 

OPTION-I 

You have to have i 
think-tank of egghead 
to advise you, 

OPTION - II 
Straight enrol at NSI 
and be among thi 
winners ! 

Next hatches commenci 
shortly. 


JOI\ NOH AM) PREPARE EOR 4 
RICH AM) REWARDING CAREER 
Fur ileliiils of vacancies, application forms 
ami our special BRPO COCKSE, please 
contact personally or write tmJuv with Rs. 5 /- 
P O./M. O.lo 
The Director, 

Corresmmdence C-ourses. 




National 
School of 
Banking 


Indian Education Society Campus, 
Ash Lane, liahrekar Murg, 
OffGokhale Road (North), 

Dadar, Bombay 400 028. 
Telephones: 446S4I I, 4466280 
Telegrams , BANKSCHOOL 


We have helped over 40000 students to secure jobs in Banks as Probationary Officers 
and Clerks. We can help you also. 

JOIN EARLY AND PREPARE YOURSELF FOR 
ASSOCIATE BANKS’ AND S. B. I. P. O. EXAMS 
AND FOR THE BANK CLERICAL EXAMS 
ANNOUNCED BY BSRBs THROUGHOUT INDIA. 
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Dear Masters, 

R egular readers will not fail to notice a new feature that we have 
introduced in this issue: Life and Profile. TTiis feature will provide 
biographical notes on prominent personalities and will help readers 
know aboutsignificantcontributionsmadeby world famous person¬ 
alities. The feature is a result of suggestions made by some of our 
readers and will be useful for those appearing in competitive exams. 

The feature is the result of a constant effort to upgrade the magazine 
to meet the needs of our readers. We ha ve been doing so regularly: the 
management section was introduced to help readers preparing for 
this career. This month we feature Business GK in this section, which 
is a separate section in some management entrance exams. The 
information will also help you for discussions and interviews. We 
also Include in this issue expected questions for the civil services 
exams, which will help IAS aspirants in their preparations. 

We are sure our readers will appreciate the new additions. Together 
with our regular features, we provide ample ammunition to tne 
readers in achieving their dreams. We at Competition Master look 
forward to your comments and suggestions. 




Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, akmgwith your complete name and address to: 
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126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigaih—160 002 






How 

Simple 


friend, 

My name is Raj Baima. I invite you to read 
this page about my new research-based powerful 
course “Bapna's ^gjish Course". 

You can use this easy course to learn quicUy 
how to write and speak simple, correct, and 
powerful English. 

Free Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teach you how to correctly use 
will/shall. We call It Bapna’s'” Wttl/ShaU Rule. 
This rule has two pans: 

For speaking, always u.se will. During my 
4 years in USA, 1 never heard anyone wie shall. 

For writing and for exams, use <ll like I'll, 
you'll, he’ll, she’ll, they’ll, liiis is a short-cut. In 
this way, your sentences wilt always be correct. 

This shows how my course can teach you 
simple, correct and powerful English quickly. 

A Unique Course 

Bapna's Will/Shall Rule and other material in 
this course cannot be copied by others because 
this material is based on our research, and we 
own the copyright and trademarks. 

Who Can Benefit 

This course is not for all. It is tor you only if 
you ore among the following 

• It you studied m ncm-Bnghsb medium schools. 

« If you can understand English when others speak, 
but you are uoi sore of correct way to write or 
speak English 

• If you sometimes make mistakes or get confused 
when speaking English 

• If you have tradibonal books/coaching to leom 

English, but did not get success 

• If you are a student, teacher, professor, doctor. CA, 
ICWA, C,S, MBA, engineer, scientisi, musician, 
secretary, phone operator, clerk, businessman. 

• It you are highly molivated to team simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly. 

I Was Weak in English 

I was bom in Rajasthan where people ore weak 
ui English I studi^ in government non-English 
medium schools. So, I was also weak in English. 

On my way to Klam to join B.E., at Chirewa 
railway station, I met one P V Reddy from 
Andhra Pradesh who was also going to Pilani to 
join B.E. 

I started apeaking in Hindi. Mr Reddy said “I do 
not know Hmdi". It was a sutprise and shock for me 
that someone did not know Hmdi I had never talked 
in English before and I was not conBdent of talking 
in English. So, I said “I do not know English". 

My struggle to Learn English 

In raam. in the first semester I was a KqiKr with 
to out of to grade points, hut I was not coniidem in 
English. So, 1 worried about my weak English. 

I bought many books, guides, dictionaties, 
newspapers. I took one month to read my first novel 
R.X. Naniyan’s “The Guide’' because I had to search 
so many worda in the dictionary. 

I worked hard, but improvement was very slow. 

I even thought of dropping one semester, sitting at 
home, and teaming only English. That time I 
decide "if I become successful in life, I will do 
somethine for perwte from non-English medium 
schools hire myself." 

My Dream Comes True 

Icondnueii to work hard. And finally I got 
success in America, I improved Englire and becaine 
a successful author in USA, Then I relumed to India. 
Today, I am ha|^ to offer you this course in 
English—my second dream has come true. 

. My Em dresro was to teach students "bow to 
study and how to use more mind powei" to get 
success in exams and comp^uons. That course has 
changed thousands and thousands of lives in the last 
3 years. I am more ^ud of my research in India 


to Write and Speak” 
and Powerful Englisn 


Our New Research 

In English, there are many ways to say anythmg. 
Some ways are euy and some are difficult and 
confusing. We did research to find which are easy 
ways ana which ue difficult ways fer people from 
non-English medium schoeds. In this pocess, we 
also discovered that aome of the world's best 
magazines and books use the simple ways of writing 
English. This wss an unexpeaed surprise for our 
research tesm. 

For example, we found that Reader’s Digest uses 
stm^ way of writing. (Because that magazine is for 
Engush speaking countries, some of the vocabulary 


advertisements use simple English because it is 
powerful (Remember that companies pay lakhs of 
rupees to develop advertisements.) 

We developpl this new couise only for people 
from non-English medium schoots like you 

BIO-DATA 

• B E. BITS Pilam. M ireh. HT ^ ; 

Kharagpur, NTSE scholar. Rank ' 

S Raj School Board. 

• World-famous author. I 

published 3 computer books in 
USA including a best selling - 

book “MS-DOS Masters” 
costing S27.9S. 

• Increased my reading speed from 73 to 1037 words 
per minute. Was a member of Sodeiy for 
Accelerated Learning & Teaching, USA. 

• Expert: computers, study techniques, mindpower. 

• My first job as an engineer paid only Rs tOOO per 
MONTH. Just 7 years later, I earned $S0 or 

Rs 1S(X) pr HOUR ui USA as computer expert 

• At die peak of success, I returned Ri India. I did 
not odte a job. Now, I gpnd my full time to do 
research for my students' benefit 

• I also learnt French, Sanskrit, Karate, Breaking 
wooden board by hand, many M edilalions, etc. 

Easy to Loam 5 Parts 

If you can undeistand this article, you can surely 
understand my course. And greatly benefit from it 
Our befief and experience sh^ that leaching English 
through simple Hiulish is better than teaching to 
translate. Why? B^ause it helps students to learn to 
drink m English. 

The complete couise has S parts for easy learning: 
Part I : Essential English 
Part 2: Important and Helpful Usage 
Part 3. How to Write in a PowerfiiT, Effective, and 
Result-Onented Way 
Part 4: Advanced 'Ibpics 
Part S: Mini Spiting Dterionaiy 
Port I IS so easy and powerful that by itself, it is 
worth more than the full, price for the complete 
course. 

Benefit from My Mind Power Ei^rtise 

You may know that I am an expert in the fields of 
Mind Power, Study Techniques, and Computees. I 
have used this knowledge lu make my English course 
easy to leam and easy to remember for you. 

You begm to impove on the very first day you get 
this course. You leam simpte and pwetftil English 
with my course in two step: 

Step 1: Study for I hour pr day- You can 
comply it in 25 to 40 days. 

Step2: For Hie next 2 months, revise it for 2 
houis pr week. After dmt. fw the next 2 months, 
revise a fbr 1 hour per week. In Ihte wqr, your 
learning will become prmaaent 

Pocket Cards for Faster Learning 

Keep them in your pocket to revise in sehoed, in 
college, in bus, ui park, in ptayground, etc. So, you 
use the time which odi« people waste. No other 
course gives you such useful packet cards. 

Improve Fluency 

Being fluent nieans that you can say MQithmgia. > 
Elfish in flow withont heshation. Softie peoplb ' 
juflSe you from how fluent you are in English. 

• IVi be fluent, yon need to (I) be able to My almost 
anvthiiui in Bnmish (2) be sure that vour sentence is 


correct. 

This course will improve your fluency in bodi 
these ways. Remember, flnency helps you to get 
better job or faster promotion, and to spsk 
confidently at patties or with friends. 

Proof of Success 

• Before jmning your course I could understand 
English but I could not spsk English. Now, I can 
spak pweifui English. — 8enilaaina.mna.Biiai 

• In the past. I was not good at writing as well as 
spaldng English. Usmg yoor course, 1 am able to 
write simple and better English without mistake and 
I can spM EngUsh with ouiera wiHiout any 
hesitation. I completed your course in 27 dstys. 

— V H l>MlMhl. SImaMSW. MS 

• Good and unique course. I was averw in English. 
Now I can write tetteis in simple Engnsh. 

—^ AkulsSrtnhsB.JV 

• I want to thank you for this valuable Elfish 

course. Now I can write & speak English much 
better than before. — BiiwH>A<iinBaiM.NMa.MS 

Hsipful for Studsnts 

If a student con team to write simple but correc: 
En^ish, he can avoid muiy common mistakes. 

In exams, teachers give marks for correct 
usage/answers and deduct marks for rtriatakea. This 
course will help you to avoid mistakes and get more 
marks. In this way. my course will help you build 
foundation m Engush for school/crdtep exams and 
also for IAS, State Admimstrotive Services, MBA, 
GRE. TDEFU Cteik, Baidc PO, etc. 

For You and Your Family 

Tod» I bdieve that if sonwone gave me a 
couise/book half as good as this course, 1 couM learn 
English easily without struggle. And without 
wasting years of valuable tnne. But unfortunately, at 
that ume only ineffective books with hundreds of 
rutes were available. 

• 1 believe that , for poole who did 
not Mudv in Enyti^ medium, mv 
Enriish coutse IS the best in ihe 
wrxid at any price . 

Just take my Englisn course in your hands. It will 
suiprisc you as to how light weight it is. But, use it 
for just one hour and you will automatically know 
that my course is worth its weight in gold. Why? 
Because it can help you end your family to leam 
simple and pwerful English quickly and easily. 

You Deckle... 

Do you feel that learning to write and spak simple 
and pwerful English will make you more confident 
in spaking? Or, wdl il help you to get success faster 
in your education, business, or career? Are you 
highly mobvated to leam English quickly without 
much liant work? If your answer is yes, then you 
should ordix' this course today. 

You decide.. 


How to Order 

lb iiUnxluoe this pwerful course, the dbeount price 
Is very low at Rs 220 only. Pocket cards are flee (Nor¬ 
mal pee is Rs 345, so you Save Ra 12Sif you order now) 
If ycxi are a student, 1 strongly suggM that you also 
Older our counes MM Power SMyTkehaigaar and 
MM Fmnr Masse (Memory A Cencentiation). 


Count Name 

*55|S!» 

Code 

Prioo* 

PooiPBd 

Bi^irurs EngOih Course 

B» 

asod-is 

Mnd Pma SkiWfochniquaa cowso 

aoe 

14S+1S 

MtmorirS Coneonliolen coaMBt 
(FHEE: oti bock MM Powor Music) 

AS ttio S eourato above 

110 

■sa.nt 

Mh-IO 

430+15 


We send all counes by Registered Post only. No VPP 
plense To order today, go to the Pnk or psi office, and 
send the foil amount by D.D. or M.O. in the mane of 
M.P.R.I. pavshle at Udnlnur-RalMaina to: 

Director, Mhid'Power Research Instltuta 
M-11 Mind Power ChanfoarfoBdet 4 Hitfiway 
I UdaRwr (R«|asthan) 3!S002 

piaaae wrilo In cJuUTAL MWa your irnno. addroH. PIN, aid 
onnoeoSiaSia tllbonomof MOlormOR|2)Mlcoll>0. 
Don? tend TMO or IPO. ASow t-Swaakaforoidapnictwfen. 

.-.--a-..-- - Pi I I ifcS 




EDITORIAL 


To Our Budding Intellectuals 


J n OUT Augu<>t mue wc carried an invitation to our reader; 

to pen their viavi, on the Wth year of India i indipeiidcme 
The rcbpoiite on what really it meant to he an Indian wen, 
overwhelming and it u, an understatement' 

Wt’ applaud our readers, young and impressiomstu for 
such a generous response Much more than tlwt we commend 
them for their insight into the iimrktng of our present 
democratit system, their ability to express their feelings, hopes 
and aspiiations, fiiistratioiis and 
failures 

The tinge of billet ness and tin 
prick of jvssimism is oivrshadinotd 
by their snveping low for the 
country Some have spcutually 
touched on the il's that stalk the 
land and have conpired up a vision 
where the dons, ilimy swiimis and 
tantnes are banished, amien 
respected, and upright men and 
women rein the now-erratic system 
Otlieis have touched on vital issiiis 
like pollution immorality in piihli 
life, civil seniants who are urn ivil 
and have reduced freedom to a men 
meaningless toind 

Th'spair Vis Pul not without 
some rays ot licfc which is 
expressed in tin desin h7 k le kirn 
in this loihihle land 

Their sitvep is so wide that it cannot k- encompassed 
Houever, one Hung stands out conspicuously from this wide 
sfiectrum of lontrikitioiis -a streak of idealism Ideals are the 
flagships of a tbition No nation can sunnee, much less thrive 
without ideals Hie lonfiiston, the ronuptwii the callousness, 
depravity, grab-grab syndroriu insensitiocness to public 
suffering arc outcome ot downing the ideals into the dram 
Our readers have dmi us proud by touching on these 
showing amazing awareness Grey hi ads on green shoulders 
But idealrsiii must he vixed with realism Talking of ideals 
in abstraction amounts to paying them only Up scr; icc This is 


f 


precisely what ‘leaders' of the present generation have been 
doing, dumping the nation into a drain of despair 

We exhort our young idealists to dump the stagnant 
system and icplace it with a new, vibrant one 

Tins ran k achieved if they refuse to follow the beaten 
track of doublespeak, of abreactions and put their action wheir 
their words come from, lend their shoulder to the wheel and 
soil their hands with hard mirk williotil a Inch the nation will 
sink deeper into tht morass of lazy 
immorality Wi havt Imlliant 
budding iitHks tual, A woid of 
suggistion (iidviu is fill) strong)—an 
intellectual is oni who has Hu moral 
coinage to siif/ei foi his/her 
conviction,' Ih sotm introspeilhin 
Tn mill ready^ 

kVi haoi every leason to believe 
that you are ready bnaiisi tk 
olnindcinl vitality tk urge for 
tiishioning a mu ordir arc qualities 
that goad the nno generation I here 
are some oHiei factors too The 
wrdid speitaile of tall political 
poppies falling one by one from tkir 
high pidc’stak un enough ami 
imeerfiil spurs to stem clear of all 
lliaf tk budding brilliants havi 
condemned in Hietr outpourings 
look at the iwilcmporary Indian landbcape will convince 
that the nation is passing through a transition phase—the old 
order has died, Ik new has yet to lake birth Idealists have 
gone, morally, intellectually and politically bankrupt are ruling 
the roost Ahut om dozen ministers from the Ran Cabinet, 
including the 'supremo leadet himself are involivd in brikry, 
corruption, nepotism and cheating The scenario is gloomy and 
dismal Yet, it will be a sacrilege to sink m despair because that 
will mean losing faith m the cmeigmg, bright generation The 
call IS clear The nation beckon you Shoulder your 
rc'^pansibility which walks luind in hand with capacity and 
character 
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F> U O L_ I O yX I I O INI 


ESTD:1BS7 


nMSKEDBVWYEAmOFPROPEMfOMALEirairaNCE MIOICTICUljOUSLYPIIEPAflEOSIllOYIMTEI^ 


ARE YOU DETERMINED TO SUCCEED'^ IE YES. THEN DO AWAY I H 
PACKS/COURSES/CLASSROOM TEACHINGS ★ YOUR CONriDENCE 
!anD OUR EiOOKS ARE THE BEST INGREDIENTS FOR YOUR SUCCESS 


PHm : 200/- Pmam : 500 

For AU Inman Universities A LI.M. 

FnMtm Salvi$ig (QuaHbtativ Aptitud* *) 

• Tttt ef Engluh Languagt • TtM of 
Kocuotdiv * haeyt • Managomtnt 
ApSnidt Tmtt • Gontral Knowkdg* 


BRT 30th Edition 


2000 Now VMonelM 
Announead 


Rs 85/ 
(E&H) 


According to rsvisod syllabus 
Includes \Aerbal Reasoning Non- 
Verbal English Language Situation 
Analysis Numerical Ability 




INTEflVIKWS 

PitTTBUiB) oow in i» AonuL ISns all TosIm 
« o«a*ad-eretaH|r fllaatntad for battar 
■BdantaaSias For Selaetlen as an OOtear is 
CAmy. Narr Air Faiee) 


GUIDES FOR VATOUS 

. : coMPETmviE exAMS, 


1 S S C Clerk Grade Guide (E&H) 85/ 

2 Police SI Guide (E&H) 200/ 

3 Air India Guide 75/ 

4 I A F (Tech) Qulde 90/ 

5 lAF (NTech) Guide 85/ 

6 Indian Navy Guide 95/ 

7 Indian Airlines Guide 75/ 

8 CAT (Common Adm Teal)Gulde 135/ 

9 S C R A Guide 220/ 

10 Railway Peel Board Guide (E&H) 85/ 

11 BRT Guide (E&H) 75/ 


t2 litiChi'lor t.t Arch Giclc 

IBEE 

14 lf)('.orT)o Ihx InspuclufS uiju'io 140 
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cos Guide 

17 IIT Guide 

18 Engg Ent Guide 

19 Lie Clerk Guide 

20 NTSE Guide (Class X) 

21 JST Grade ((^ss 9th) 
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am Guide 


23 S«Nk School Ent 
(E&H) 


1997 EDITIONS OF G. K. lOQKS 


with Lalaai Facts & News ol National & 
IntamsHonal Interests 

1 Evarymans G K 45 00 

2 Evarydiv G K 27 00 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, ap 
pearmg m the box have been awarded a prize 
of Rs 100 00 each Readers are invited to 
send us their views on topics covered in 
this liSHt 7hi deitswn of the Fditors will 
be final 

JUDICIAL ACTIVISM 

Your debate on Judicial Activism (Oc 
tober 96) was really interesting I think that 
we should not blame the judges but the 
leaders themselves who have forced the 
judges down on their own heads If inspite 
of this cleansing, such a situation contin 
ues, the judiciary will continue usurping 
powers and become all powerful 

Sunil Barthwal 
Dehradun UP 

The debate on Judicial Activism was 
reaUy very interesting I feel that it is wrong 
to blame the judges Being a custodian and 
watchdog of democracy it cannot remain 
a silent spectator to the failure of the leg¬ 
islature and of the executive 

Prailii Prasad 
Patna Bihar 

UNDERUTILISED RESOURCES 

Your cover feature (October 96) 
shows us a clear picture of mismanage 
ment of the country s wealth This has 
resulted in skewed development certain 
Stales which are rich in lesources remain 
poor which has resulted in mciease in 
demands for separate States The answer 
IS equitable development of all areas but 
will our leader*- be up to the task of 
achieving this’ 

Manbir Singh Sambyal 
Kathua j&k 

FROM SOCIAUST TO CONSUMER 
SOCIETY 

India s experiment with the mixed 
aonomy failed because it imposed a strong 
bureaucracy Even today, we have not learnt 
the lesson from our past and in crucial areas 
we still have a strong control of the gov¬ 
ernment Merely allowing in luxury goods 


from the V\^t will not do us any good 
What IS required is freeing initiative and 
rewardmg hard work Unfortunately, our 
brand of liberalisation does nothmg of 
the kind Once again, we are pursuing 
an economic model without firm com¬ 
mitment 

Manoj Kumar Sahoo 

Bhubaneshwar Onssa 

lor millions of people in India basic 
needs are still a luxury Globalisation was 
certainly not the answer to meet these needs 
The previous government did not take up 
globalisation for the poor as is claimed but 
j to make personal fortunes by w ay of bribes 
and kickbacks looking bark liberalisation 
may have been one of the greatest frauds on 
the people of this country 

Abhijit Dttsgupta 
Caliiitta 

COME CLEAN BY TRIAL 

\our editoiial is pungent enough to 
drive home the point that Mr Rao should 
submit himself to trial and comt clean it 
he IS innocent If he takes recourse to tcch 
nicalities of tht law it will be difficult to 
protect his image A leader should not ex 
pect that his oiganisation should carry his 
buiden for him 

B Vtjayan 
Pune Maharashtra 

CM FEATURES 

1 find Ihi CoMiirniON Mastih b a 
I scry good magazine Recently I was se 
Itcted as a Probationary Officer in a bank 
and 1 would like to conyey my gratitude 
to your magazine for its help and guid 
ance 

Narendra Kumar Das 

Darbhangtt Bihar 

I am a regular reader of Thf CoMPm- 
noN MASTbR and find it very informative 
and useful 1 would say that it reflects the 
thinkmg and aspirations of the youth of 
the country 

Ceetu Oioudhary 
Bhopal M P 

Please start a personality column 
which could answer confidential questions 


JUOOiS AREtMLYDOWfi 
TMEMdOe 

The hype riwut judKial ecttvKtR 
IS uncalled fdt^ since the judiciary i» 
only doing vdtat it should he doing !t 
a an extiaoidinary situahoh that dieie 
IS hardly a pohbcian who is not in¬ 
volved in some scandal or the other 
The elected repiesentahves have been 
looting the country witlmut any fear 
for yeai^. Thanks to the courts, the 
criminals can be punished and we can 
at least expect some decency from our 
future leaders It is the achve judiciary 
that IS savmg our faith in demonatic 
systems 

iagdeep Malik 
Ludlmna,Pun)ab 

FIFTY YEAR COMPETITION 

It was an ennehmg experience to 
read the views of so many people in 
Ths CoMmrnoN Mastfr's "50th Year of 
i Independence' contest All the write¬ 
ups were good and helped me evalu¬ 
ate my own views and refine my 
opinion While some were emotional, 
others were quite intellectual 

After going through the feature, 1 
think that the contest was a grand suc¬ 
cess You have contributed in makmg 
the 50th year of our independence 
memorable for many readers 

VtjayLakshmt 
Bhubaneshwar, Orisio 


from readers This could help your readers 
to seek your ad\ ice on matters which the} 
cannot ask everyone and also help m per¬ 
sonality de\ eiopment 

Raman Kumat 
New Delhi 


REQt^ TO READERS 

Mdy ^ you hawe appaMnd ht aUpe 
coi^tltive eieitms rwhtfttly. Wh M«tlt 
bn gratb^l n you could nend us thu 
question papsrs.M ttwse ftsnding tho 
otijglMl dt^edon pape^ will <be 

papers vdll be rahJmed 
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ESSAY 

Doctors and Patients 


T here is no denying the fact that rela¬ 
tions between a doctor and a patient, a 
teacher and a student, and, a lawyer and a 
client are based on truth and trust in each 
other's bonafides. The moment these bonds 
become purely commercial, the most sus¬ 
taining citadels of social health begin to 
crumble and collapse. When Mammon 
becomes the decisive factor and compas¬ 
sion yields to crude calculation, the con¬ 
tours of life shrink and the torch-bearers of 
hcaltli (doctor), enlightenment (teacher), 
rule of law (lawyer) fall from their tradi¬ 
tional pedestal and consequently the so¬ 
cial fabric starts to stink. It is after much 
debate, deliberation and discussion, the 
Apex Court has come to the conclusion that 
doctors who sell their services for mon¬ 
etary benefits come under the purview of 
'Consumer Protection Act' for all their acts 
of inefficiency or negligence or both. The 
ideals of yesteryears have given way to 
material comforts and the values of char¬ 
ity and austerity to more and more pelf 
and worldly possessions. With the rising 
crescendo of consumerist culture or cull, 
money seems to have become the 'be all 
and end all' of all professions, pursuits and 
services. 

Today, like everything else in this 
country, the quality control in medical prac¬ 
tice is at its lowest ebb. In no other civilised 
country the unregulated health industry is 
allowed to be^ve so recklessly and in such 
a mercenary manner as in India. The rea¬ 
sons are many. Perhaps the main reason is 
that the heal^care of its citizens is one of 
the least important concerns of any elected 
government. The medical profession, from 
quacks to chemists, from primary health 
centres to hi-tech hospitals run by d\e gov¬ 
ernment, is in the state of utter neglect and 
n(*ody's business. People or patients have 
no choice but to seek medical attaition at 
a heavy price. The existence of five-star 
hospit^s or nursing homes in the private 


sector and the State-run dispensaries, pri¬ 
mary health centres and hospitab are a self- 
speaking picture of contrasts and 
contradictions. Whereas the rich patients 
can have the best of medical care at their 
door, the poor have to run from pillar to 
post to receive even casual caress and con¬ 
sideration for all their ailments and suffer¬ 
ings. Quite often the deprived and the 
dispossessed fall into the trap of those who 
possess little knowledge and pa.ss for medi¬ 
cal practitioners of all systems of medical 
science. One can well imagine the plight 
of such patients at the hands of 'all weaker 
doctors' die number of which is alarmingly 
high in our country. 

Medicine, like teaching, is anoble call¬ 
ing. Any effort, deliberate or otherwise, to 
transform this calling into a money spin¬ 
ning machine is both immoral as well as 
irreverent. When money will reigns su¬ 
preme and human values will take a back 
scat both doctors and patients would be 
fighting each other in courts of law and 
each segment of society will try to fleece 
the other as best or worst as po^ible. Such 
a sordid scenario is neither good for the 
doctors who swear by Hippocrates nor for 
the patients who put their full-faith in their 
saviours. 

Mushroom growth of private health 
sector has posed many important ques¬ 
tions. First, how rigorously are their 
working conditions monitored and by 
whom? As we live in a consumer-driven 
society, patients have every right to de¬ 
mand and receive the standard of care 
and expertise-for which they are paying 
money directly to the private hospitals 
or nursing homes and indirectly through 
taxes to the State-run hospitals. The pro¬ 
visions of the CPA 1980 (amended in 
1993) should apply to both the catego¬ 
ries of doctors, though differently as 
decided by the Supreme Court. As we 
lack fair governance in this country. 


manipulations are bound to occur not¬ 
withstanding the Apex Court judgement 
in the matter. Therefore, it is time that an 
independent committee was crea^ by 
an act of Parliament to control and regu¬ 
late both private and government health 
sectors. 

For a patient, the doctor is his first 
souKe of succour and his last hope of sur¬ 
vival. Despite the presence of a few black 
sheep among the dedicated in the nobie 
profession on the one hand, and some per¬ 
verted or aggrieved patients on ffie other, 
the bridges of trust between the two should 
not be allowed to be snapped under any 
circumstances. That would be a sad day 
indeed if both the doctors and the patients 
find themselves on the war path and ac¬ 
cuse each other of malaTide intentions in 
consumer or civil courts. In the gruesome 
game of litigation, there can be no win¬ 
ners but only losers on both sides. Some 
patients, and their kith and kin may be 
happy with the new dispensation after 
the Apex Court judgement. The doctors' 
main grouse on this account may be valid 
when they apprehend a spurt in the frivo¬ 
lous cases against them. When the tem¬ 
pers cool down and both doctors and 
patients do some introspection, the re¬ 
sults are bound to be pleasing. Between 
a doctor and a patient, there is no magic 
wand that can work so effectively as their 
mutual understanding and faith in each 
other's goodness. In matters of life and 
death, the doctor intervenes first and puts 
his heart and soul into saving the patient 
lying before him on the operation the¬ 
atre or in the intensive care unit. 
'Whereas the doctor treats. He cures', is 
a belief held dear to the heart, both by 
the doctors and the patients. Let this 
belief continue to grow strong and stron¬ 
ger, despite the ugly presence so many 
temptations in almost all walks and pro¬ 
fessions of life. 
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India's Defence: 
ARE WE PREPARED? 

We do not think of our armed forces during peace, Perhaps that is why this area has been neglected over 
the years. Today, there are serious questions being raised about our defence preparedness, in the face of man¬ 
power shortages, obsolete equipment and sagging morale. Funding required to modernise has not been easy to 
come by, especially since the government has been under pressure to reduce budgetary deficits. 

This could be justified if the country had made efforts to normalise relations with its neighbours. No major 
diplomatic initiatives have been taken to reduce tensions in the area by successive governments, which have 
remained embroiled in corruption charges and controversies, leading to neglect of the vital defence area. We 
continue to fight an expensive war in Siachen, while relations with Pakistan continue to be strained. There is no 
saying what China might do, shrouded as it is in secrecy. IT, earlier, India could count on a friendship treaty with 
Russia to help it out, today there are no such assurances available, 

in this security environment, it would be natural to expect that the government should be putting more 
emphasis on defence, not less. But one of the casualties of the government’s pre-occupation with scandals has 
been the country's armed forces. Our leaders simply do not have time for crucial matters like guarding the coun¬ 
try. Political expediency has resulted in the present government appointing a novice as the Defence Minister at 
a crucial time when hard decisions are required. 

For its part, the defence establishment has failed in making substantial progress in production of equipment. 
Many of its projects are non-starters and corruption has marked its procurement activities. The R&D activities 
are almost non-existent, inspite of tall claims issued periodically in the press, With the result, the country still 
has to rely on imported arms, equipment and spares while much of its equipment today has become obsolete. 

Our cover story this month looks at our defence preparedness. In the face of changing world equations, are 
we ready to face challenges? Is our defence becoming an extension of the police, being used more and more in 
civilian duties? Or, do we need a disaster to focus attention once again on the crucial area of defence? 


I ndia is proud of its armed and to the world. Many people believe that ne of the major 

forces. Except for the What lies under that die importance of the armed ■ ■ source of worry is 

defeat that we suffered gloss and shine? Are we really forces is only realised at die % ^the lack of human 

against China in 1%2, the ready to face challenges? time of war. While this is no resources. Even 

armed forces have lived up to True, we have not reached a doubt true, the country could with large unemployment, in 

expectations on many occa- crisis situation, but many be making a blunder in wait- the country, Indiaas do not 

sions. In peace times, the experts believe that we are ing for a war to take place to want to join the armed forces, 

forces have been used to keep fast heading towards one, if take corrective action It is in There are more luaative 

law and order in troubled something is not done to peace time diat defence pre- careers elsewhere, more so 

States, as also to help out in improve our defence pre- paxedness should be strength-, after the economy has opened 

times of natural calamities, paredness. There is a serious ened, Unfortunately, the years up. But, That is only half the 

Not surprisingly, the Republic shortage of mai and officers, of peace have only resulted in stoiy. For its part, the army 

Day parade shows off in while all three wings of die serious shortages of men, has not attun^ itself to tftt 

gleaming splendour, the men services—army, navy and air equipment and funds, raising needs of die job seekers. For 

and the machines of the force—reel under obsolete doubts about preparedness of example, though lakhs of peo« 

armed forces, to the nation and inadequate equipment. our defence forces. pie apply for exams such as 
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COVER FEATURE 


Combined Defence Services 
(CDS), National Defence 
Academy (NDA) and Indian 
Military Academy (IMA), 
none of d\e candidates has 
any clue what is required of 
them. Clearing the test is easy, 
but during interviews, entire 
batches are washed out. It is 
difficult to believe that not 
one person in an entire batch 
is found to be fit to join the 
army! The recruitment of the 
armed forces is, therefore, 
defective and needs to be 
made more tran.sparent. In the 
face of severe shortages, it 
seems improper to deny can¬ 
didates a chance to serve in 
the forces. 

The unhelpful attitude of 
the recruiters and changes in 
career preferences has result¬ 
ed in a shortfall of people. In 
the Army tire shortfall is esti¬ 
mated to be 59,436 men and 
12,586 officers. In the officer 
cadre, the shortage has 
increased from 22 per cent in 
1990 to 28 per cent in 1994 and 
is currently about one-third of 
its sanctioned strength. 
Shortages exist in infantry, 
engineers, service corps and 
practically all branches. 
Though the shortfall is seri¬ 
ous, the Army is not doing 
much to correct things. All it 
plans to do is to launch a 
nation-wide "Image Pro¬ 



jection Gimpaign" as if it will 
make young people attracted 
to the forces. 

What is an Army with¬ 
out soldiers? In a survey of 
attitudes among Its officers 
and the general public, it was 
found that the armed forces 
ranked among the lowest 
career options for the 6,088 
potential recruits polled. Most 
of the candidates wanted to 
join the private sector or the 
civil services. Students with 
high marks placed the armed 
forces lowest in the list of 
career options. 

Faced with a situation 
that fewer people apply and 
mediocrity among those who 
do, the armed forces are faced 
with a tough task. Ihere is no 
doubt that this will reflect in 
defence preparedness in the 
long run. 

The blame for this lies 
with the bureaucracy too. It 
has cornered the pay increases 
and promotion avenues; noth¬ 
ing substantial has been done 
tor the forces. While the pay 
and allowances are higher for 
the civil services, it has been 
found that only 0.5 per cent of 
the officers make it to the rank 
of major-general, as compared 
to 22 per cent of the IAS offi¬ 
cers who can achieve a corre¬ 
sponding rank. Moreover, the 
discipline of the armed forces 
is missing in civilian life. It 
would take a remarkable per¬ 
son indeed who would want 
to join the defence services 
given these facts! 

Combined with this is the 
decrease in status of the ser¬ 
vices. The Army is increasing¬ 
ly being called out to he^ the 
civil acbministration in many 
States. The incKased interac¬ 
tion makes comparisons with 
civil life easier and also shows 


the attitude of the administra¬ 
tion, which is marked by lack 
of respect. The soldier is made 
to feel that he is doing nodiing 
for the country. "Take a small 
thing like having a different 
counter for certain services or 
that banks did not charge a 
commission on our drafts", 
says an officer. "People are 
increasingly questioning these 
privileges and many are being 
withdrawn. This takes away 
the importance and joy of 
being a soldier." 

In situations where moti¬ 
vation makes all the differ¬ 
ence between winning and 
losing, this is a serious short¬ 
coming. Civilians, of course, 
question why special status 
should be accorded to mem¬ 
bers of the armed forces, but 
offering these small things is 
one way of influencing moti¬ 
vation through non-monetary 
benefits. Utere is an urgent 
need to rebuild the pride m 
working for the armed forces 
which carmot be obtained by 
mere advertising campaigns. 

T he second area in 
defence preparedness 
is having modern 
equipment. With 
newer developments m tech¬ 
nology, modem warfare is not 
just a matter of strategy. 
Technology gives the force 
what is known as the "multi¬ 
plier effect", meaning that a 
small force with high technol¬ 
ogy equipment can equal a 
big force with low technology 
gadgets. That is why countries 
invest in the latest gadgetry. 
Does India have the multiplier 
effect? 

With the screws turned 
on defence spending, mod¬ 
ernisation of the forces has 
taken a severe setback. The 


army requires modem tanks 
and conibat helicc^ters, the 
air force has been waiting for 
the light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) and other modem 
planes for years, while the 
navy must immediately have 
a replacement for the INS 
Vikrmt. The cost of alhthis 
runs into several thousands of 
crorcs. On the other hand, the 
country is cutting defence 
expenditure on economic con¬ 
siderations leading to near¬ 
crisis situation in the forces. 

The problem is com¬ 
pounded by the fact that gov¬ 
ernment's decision making on 
die deals is extremely slow, 
not the least because huge 
bribes are received for defence 
deals. India must be the only 
country that has allowed kick- 
backs to politicians in such a 
vital area as defence deals; the 
Bofors case has come to per¬ 
sonify the corruption associat¬ 
ed with defence acquisitions. 
Since then many defence 
orders have come in the 
national focus for question¬ 
able deals. Many of the deals 
for upgradation of technology 
or equipment have been held 
up for some reason or the oth¬ 
er. In the case of the Navy, 
though the INS Vikrant has 
been decommissioned, the 
government is yet to initiate 
the final proceedings for buy¬ 
ing a new aircraft carrier. 
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Nor does the country 
have a strong production base 
of its own. All die three ser¬ 
vices suffer today because of 
this and a research base that 
produces nothing productive. 
It is ironic that though die 
country is producing state of 
die art consumer goods, its 
defence production should be 
outdated. 

With the result, India has 
to import equipment year 
after year; in many case.s, the 
equipment is so outdated that 
getting spares has become a 
major problem. Many of our 
planes and tanks have come 
from Russia, which is no 
longer in a position to supply 
the spares. Our Ordnance fac¬ 
tories are steeped in ineffi¬ 
ciency and corruption. The 
research and development 
(R&D) function has failed 
completely and is almost non¬ 
existent. Reports of develop¬ 
ing indigenous technology, 
put out by Defence Research 
and Development Orga¬ 
nisation (DRDO), almost 
invariably turn out to be false. 
India's LCA project has been 
going on for years without 
successful trials so far, while 
the MBT Arjun project has 
been delayed for years. 
Defence factories are misman¬ 
aged and operate at uneco¬ 
nomic levels. The "national 
interest" clause is best used 
for hiding information about 
inefficiencies in the defence 
sector. 

The DRDO functioning 
can best be summed up by an 
Admiral's comment when he 
was shown the prototype of a 
submarine. "Even my dock¬ 
yard worker will cut thermo- 
col better", he is reported to 
have remarked. 

Navy: Not for nothing 


did the outgoing Chief of 
Naval Staff Vijay Singh 
Shekhawat paint a grim 
future of the Navy which 
faces a shortage of equipment. 
"The process of damage has 
already begim even if orders 
are placed now", he said. He 
blamed bureaucratic proce¬ 
dures and non-decisions for 
this. The Admiral also made a 
point when he said that efforts 
were being made to put 
brakes on the country's 
progress so that India did not 
become equal to world pow¬ 
ers. Colonialism, he said, was 
being replaced by other meth¬ 
ods such as the World Trade 
Organisation, technology 
denial regimes and Intel¬ 
lectual Property Rights. But, 
rather than develop our own 
technology, wc were thinking 
of importing ships. 

Admiral Shekhawat's 
comments .show how India is 
being sidelined in the world 
arena but there is no political 
will in the country to rectify 
matters. The Navy, particular¬ 
ly, is vulnerable since it stands 
to lose one-third of its combat 
ships in the next three years. 
The present fleet of 40 war¬ 
ships will decrease to 28 by 
19W. Procurement of new 
vessels has come to a stand¬ 
still in the last 10 years. This is 
serious considering that 
China is getting active in the 
Indian Ocean and Pakistan is 
on the verge of acquiring most 
modern naval ships. 

Army: Much the same 
applies in Army too. Budget 
cuts have resulted in a severe 
crunch, limiting modernisa¬ 
tion. The Indian Army faces 
shortage of equipment that 
could lead to a crisis situation. 
Primary among this is the 
Main Battle Tank (MBT). 


Though India has 3,400 MBTs 
as compared to 2,000 that 
Pakistan has, many of them 
are outdated. We have 800 of 
the Russian T-55 tanks (1955) 
and 1,200 Vijayantas (1965), 
which should have been 
phased out by now. The T-72 
tanks are also slowly becom¬ 
ing outdated and need to be 
upgraded. The Army has 
waited for years for the 
indigenous MBT Arjun which 
the country has not been able 
to make so far. 

The result is that the 
Army has to make do with 
out-dated tanks for which it 
cannot even get spares. Even 
the T-72s are not enough as 
the Heavy Vehicles Factory at 
Avadi can produce only 80 
tanks against a capacity of 
200. On the other hand, 
Pakistan has acquired 200 
each of Chmese Type-69 and 
Type-85 MBTs and is in the 
process of acquiring more 
Pakistan has also made good 
progress in the development 
of the A! fC/w/ed—its answer to 
the Arjun —which it is making 
with Chinese help at the 
Taxila Heavy Vehicles factory. 

The reason is not only 
lack of resources but also the 
bureaucratic way of working 
of the defence factories. 
Suppliers have reported that 
bribes have to be paid to offi¬ 
cials for inspections of materi¬ 
als supplied and for; 
obtaining payments. This, I 
undoubtedly, affects de¬ 
velopment of a new tank 
or any equip- 
m e n t . 

Moreover, 


since the Arjun is expected to 
cost Rs 12 crore, money will 
have to be allocated to pro¬ 
duce a minimum of IflO tanks 
if it goes into production by 
the end of the century as 
expected. 

Lack of fimds and deci¬ 
sion-making is undoubtedly 
affecting our defence capabili¬ 
ty. With the present defence 
budget, the introduction of 
the 155mm self-propelled gun 
has become unaffordable. As 
regards air artillery, the 23mm 
Shilka, inducted in the 1970s, 
requires to be phased out. 

The overall quantum of 
air defence artillery is also 
said to be inadequate for our 
static vulnerable paints. 

As regards armed heli¬ 
copters, the Army could not 
induct the Ml-35 helicopter. 
Spares and petroleum pur¬ 
chases have also been allcKat- 
ed for lesser amount than last 
year Purchases of guns have 
not lived out of the Bofors 
shadow. The Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) has 
reported on many deals that 
were made in a similar fash¬ 
ion. In 1991, for example, the 
Defence Ministry placed an 
order on a Yugloslavian firm 
to supply 150 Tank Fire 
Control Systems. Though an 
advance of Rs 27.63 crore was 
paid, the guns never arrived 
nor was ^e bank guarantee 
invoked, which was valid till 
1993. 

Air Force: Likewise, the 
development of planes for the 
Air Force has taken a beating 

too. The Air Force 
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continues to lose airaaft, due 
to accidents, with shocking 
regularity, and has the highest 
accident rate in the world— 
there have been 82 air aashes 
in the 
three 


and a half years, or^HH 
almost 2 crashes per 
month. Some of the fac- 
tors responsible for 
this are plummeting 
morale of the officers and an 
outdated training plan for the 
pilots. 

The Purulia arms drop 
episode exposed our weak¬ 
ness in ensuring surveillance 
of aircraft entering Indian air 
space so the need for having a 
modem air force cannot be 
discounted. The Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) has been in the 
pipeline for many years. In 
1%5, the then Defence Minis¬ 
ter KC. Pant had declared 
that it would be "totally 
indigenous". 

The Defence Research 
and Development Orga¬ 
nisation (DRDO) has been 


regularly mak- 

* " 8 ^ ^ 
claims ■■ 


ibout 

^^^^^^^Inspite of the 
f claims the proto¬ 

type, which was 
rolled out on November 18, 
1995 from die Bangalore facto¬ 
ry, had General Electric 
Engines. The DRDO had also 
claimed that Indian scientists 
had developed stealth tech¬ 
nology but the Ministry of 
Defence recently had to nego¬ 
tiate with 4 Dutch company to 
import the stealth ttchnology. 
Other technologies used in the 
aircraft are being imported 
from Sweden, USA, France 
and other countries, giving 
the lie to the statement about 
the LCA being an indigenous 
aircraft. Only two systems 
have been developed by 
Indians, the digital brake 
management system and car¬ 
bon-brake discs 


No modernisation of the 
lAF has taken place for almost 
10 years. The latest acquisi¬ 
tions which include three 
squadrons of MiG-29s and 
two squadrons of Mirage- 
2000s, date back to the 1980s. 
Transport planes are also 
obsolete. 

The Air Force too suffers 
from lack of men: most of the 
good pilots want to leave the 
Force join foreign airlines or 
communication companies to 
earn fatter salaries. The lAF 
today operates without any 
strategic thinking. 


T he budget reflects 
those areas which the 
country holds impor¬ 
tant. Through eco¬ 
nomic instruments, these 
objectives are aimed tp be 
met. Increasingly, the budget 
has started reflecting that 
defence has lost the impor¬ 
tance it once held. For years 
the Indian'defence budget 
was pegged at 4 per cent of 
the GnR Prior to 1%2, the 
defence spending was around 
2 per cent of GNI^ but after the 
debacle of the Indian armed 
forces at the hands of the 
Chinese, the budget was arbi¬ 
trarily raised to 3.5 per cent, 
increasing to 4 per cent in , 
1988. In 1989-90, faced with a 
severe resource crunch, the 
government slashed the 
defence budget by about Rs 
200 crore. Tliis set a precedent 
for future governments. 

The last five years have 
witnessed a decline in the 
defence budget in real terms. 
The annual budget for 1996-97 
allocates Rs 27,798 crore for 
defence, representing an 8 per 
cent increase in outlay of last 
year's budget. Over the 
revised estimates of Rs 26,879 



crore for lastyear, the increase 
works out to be about 3 per 
cent. As a percentage of GDP 
die outlay is about 2.38 per 
cent, marking an all time low 
in the last 3 years. 

The budget allocation is 
actually a decline in real 
terms, since it does not \ake 
into account the infliation rate 
or the increase in prices of 
petroleum products. At the 
same time, salaries have also 
increased on account of rec¬ 
ommendations of the Fifth 
Pay Commission and it is 
expected that money will be 
diverted from other heads to 
meet the cost of salaries. 
Pakistan's defence budget, on 
the other hand, has been 
increased by almost 14 per 
cent this year. 

The surprising thing Is 
diat neither the 4 per cent ear¬ 
lier nor the present allocations 
arc done on a scientific basis. 
The budget hikes have been 
done in an ad hoc manner, 
without any long-term plan¬ 
ning or keeping in mind the 
staggering leaps required in 
the level of defence spending. 
The inaeases in defence 
spending are passed every 
year with the most superficial 
debates in Parliament. 

It is a major national 
weakness that the defence sec¬ 
tor, which gets Rs 27,000 crore 
of the budget outlay, should 
be so protected from public 
debate. Even the top brass is 
not involved when it comes to 
deciding things concerning 
defence Political interven¬ 
tions have rendered the 
decision-making capacities of 
even tlie top generals useless. 
The three services that insti¬ 
tute the defence of the 
nation, all suffer from this 
shortcoming. 
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At the same time, no 
attempt has been made to 
reduce tensions with neigh¬ 
bours through diplomatic 
efforts. If this had been done, 
a reduction in defence budget 
could have been justified. 

Those arguing for higher 
allocations also do not do so 
keeping in view what is 
required, but cite Pakistan's 
example, which spends a 
higher percentage of its GNP 
in defence. A long-term plan, 
on the other hand, should esti¬ 
mate what is required and ask 
for resources accordingly. 

B udget allocations 
should be made keep¬ 
ing in view the securi¬ 
ty environment in the 
region. Pakistan has contin¬ 
ued to acquire more sophisti¬ 
cated weapons and China too 
has made significant progress 
in upgrading military technol¬ 
ogy and professional capabili¬ 
ties in the last decade, ft has 
successfully exercised its mili¬ 
tary formations in different 
aspects of combat including 
chemical warfare in Tibet. 

Pakistan has also pushed 
ahead with its nuclear pro¬ 
gramme and reportedly is 
very close to making a bomb. 
Its missile programme at 
Fatehganj, near Islamabad, is 
reportedly at take off stage. 
With this, it will have the 
capability to deliver a 1,000 kg 
payload at a distance of 600 
km. It continues to get tech¬ 
nology from the US and 
China. How are such threats 
to be encountered? 

India has also not been 
able to bring pressure on the 
US, which, despite the 
Pressler amendment, contin¬ 
ues to supply technology 
assistance to Pakistan. 


A reduction in 
defence spending 
should logically be 
accompanied by a 
diplomatic initiative so that 
the country has better rela¬ 
tions with its neighbours. 
Even the traditional foes, US 
and Russia, have been able 
to negotiate about arms 
reduction agreements. True, 
there are different motiva¬ 
tions for those countries, but 
certainly India can take up 
the initiative to reduce the 
arms race in the region. 
After all, buying expensive 
arms are not in the interests 
of both the nations. 

Among the three nations 
in the region—China, Paki¬ 
stan and India—India has a 
strong tradition of non-vio¬ 
lence and could provide a 
leadership to the other 
nations. Over the years, India 
has lost this leadership role. 
It is time that India took up 
the lead in launching a South 
Asian security initiative and 
worked out a mutually 
agreed force reduction 
regime. For that, the vision of 
a statesman is required, 
which unfortunately neither 
Pakistan nor India is known 
to have. However, it would 
be in the interest of both the 
countries if such an arrange¬ 
ment can be worked out. In 
the post cold war period, the 
nature of threats have 
changed in South Asia. 
External threats are being 
replaced by internal and non¬ 
military threats of a far more 
serious nature. India can, at 
this stage, make use of the 
opportunties now presenting 
themselves to introduce a 
strategic balance which 
would serve all countries of 
South Asia. 


It has to be recognised 
that wars are no longer 
affordable. If both sides 
went in for an exercise of 
examining the nature, pur¬ 
pose and consequences of a 
future war, they would 
realise the futility of p'epar- 
ing for such a war. On the 
other hand, it is also said 
that a reduction regime is 
not practicable. China 
attacked us in 1962 because 
we were weak. Today it can¬ 
not think of doing so since 
we are strong. If we insist on 
reducing arms, we would be 
a target for our enemies. 
Nevertheless, the idea is not 
altogether utopian and may 
have certain merits. For 
example, if India can take a 
diplomatic initiative and 
helps reduce the expensive 
war in Siachen, it would 
benefit both sides. 

Unfortunately, domestic 
politics dominates the think¬ 
ing of both Pakistan and 
India. Both are locked in a 
war of one upmanship in 
acquiring sophisticated 
weapons. Both protect their 
military secrets though less 
and less is becoming secret 
in today's age. In India, 
debate on defence matters is 
effectively controlled by the 
Official Secrets Act. There is 
need to get rid of this colo¬ 
nial law and open debate on 
one of the largest item of 
expenditure in the national 
budget. If there was open¬ 
ness, perhaps many of the 
shortcomings of the defence 
can come out in the open 
and resolved. 

C learly, there is much 
in India’s defence 
that needs to be 
restructured. We are 


prepared today, but will we 
continue to be in this state in 
the future, given the scenario 
that there is no planning, bud¬ 
get allocations are being 
reduced in real terms and we 
do not have a respectable 
defence production base to 
speak of? 

There is a need to 
reduce the bureaucracy 
associated with defence. The 
Ministry of Defence, for 
example, has all the authori¬ 
ty but no responsibility. 
Politicians still scuttle or 
delay purchase of equip¬ 
ment in the hope of getting 
bribes, while the opinion of 
Chiefs of Army Staff is con¬ 
veniently ignored. The coun¬ 
try has to learn to take a 
long-term perspective on 
defence matters and intro¬ 
duce planning in the system 
that takes into account dif¬ 
ferent threat perceptions. At 
the same time, there has to 
be an introspection into the 
working of the defence and 
some accountability. The 
country can ill afford, for 
instance, to lose crores 
worth of airplanes due to 
negligence of the Air Force. 

There is also an urgent 
need to professionalise the 
armed forces. In the days 
when modern management 
techniques are being adopt¬ 
ed in all areas, is it not time 
that the same are applied to 
the defence forces? Finally, 
it would be a pity if the 
armed forces lose their edge 
and their preparedness 
because of paucity of funds. 
The country has a good 
force, built up at great cost. 
Let us not neglect it. It is not 
necessary to lose a war to 
realise that our armed 
forces need upgradation. 
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Iraq’s Continuing 
Kurd Crisis 


On September 3, 1996, the Gulf region 
exploded once again. President Saddam 
Hussein's push into northern Iraq in August 
provided the US the excuse to launch missile 
attacks on targets in southern Iraq. This fo¬ 
cussed the spotlight on the interminable 
Kurdish factional fighting in Iraq. The issue 
of 22 million Kurds scattered in different coun¬ 
tries has remained a long-standing and an 
unresolved one and there is no likelihood of a 
solution being found in the near future. The 
growing Kurdish ethno-nationalism presents 1 
a challenge to countries where Kurds consti¬ 
tute a sizeable proportion of the population, 
including Iran, Iraq and Turkey. But in the 
international arena, the Kurds are a forgotten 
community. 

This feature describes the history of the 
Kurd problem, which has become a continuing 
sore in West Asia, and also the latest crisis in 
Iraq The Kurd question remains a source of 
regional tension but inspitc of the attention after 
the US attack, no solutions are expected to be 
found to resolve the long-standing conflict 

W HEN Iraqi troops moved towards tlie 
city of Erbil in northern Iraq, the un¬ 
official capital of Iraqi Kurdistan, the stage 
was set for another showdown with the US. 
The Iraqi offensive was the boldest since 
the end of the Gulf war five years ago. After 
the war, the US and its allies had estab¬ 
lished an enclave for the 4 million Kurds in 
northern Iraq, which became off-limit for 
Saddam Hussein's forces. 

The Kurds are a non-Arab people with 
distinct linguistic and cultural characteris¬ 
tics. They have lived in a territory spread¬ 
ing between Iraq, Turkey and Iran for over 
4,000 years. Their relations with tfie gov¬ 
ernments of these countries have ivot been 
cordial and there is little st^port for them 


in ffie Middle East. The lade of unity among 
the Kurds makes them open for manipu¬ 
lation by different countries. 

Even under Western protection, the 
two rival Kurd factions, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patri¬ 
otic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), started 
fighting for control of the area. The US 
had helped in negotiating a cease-fire 
between the two groups, but that had 
broken in July, 1996. 

The PUK is backed by Iran. On Au¬ 
gust 17,1996, the PUK began an assault 
on the KDP and Iranian forces joined in 
by attacking KDP positions from their 
own country. KDP's leader Massoud 
Barzani requested Iraq for help, which 
responded by sending troops to north¬ 
ern Iraq. Since the area was declared a 
safe haven, the US issued a warning, 
which Iraq did not heed. It is perhaps 
ironical that the US pounded Iraq to help 
a group supported by Iran, a "rogue" 
State as described by the US. Many be¬ 
lieve that US elections were behind 
Clinton's decision to attack Iraq. This 
time, however, the action did not have 
the consensus of the world and there was 
sharp criticism about the US action. 
However, the Kurd question remains 
unresolved and none of the Western 
countries are interested in it. 

Kurd Nationalism 

X TOKTHERN Iraq is a political twilight 
iNzone, where the interests of many 
countries compete, including those of Iraq, 
Iran, Turkey, Syria and even the US. The 
Kurds have become expendable tools, since 
no country wants them to emerge as a 
united and cohesive force. 


The Kurdish dream far an indepen¬ 
dent State goes back many decades. The 
Kurds are Suimi Muslims, and the largest 
minority group in Turkey and Iraq. His¬ 
torically, Kurdistan was never a united 
entity. They were divided between two 
powerful empires but had considerabk de 
facto independence until the beginning of 
the modern State system in West Asia. Af¬ 
ter World War 1, when new States were 
carved out of a disintegrating Ottoman 
Empire, the Kurds were also regarded as 
candidates for nationhood. The 1920 
Treaty of Sevres did call for the creation 
of an autonomous Kurdish State. But it 
was not implemented and Kurdistan was 
split among three nations. 

Since then, the stronger States have 
suppressed the Kurds and they became a 
persecuted minority. As a result, the de¬ 
mand for a separate identity has taken 
stronger shape but this has been marred 
by fighting among themselves. Kurds 
have conducted their struggle within the 
political framework of the countries where 
they live. They have fought for cultural 
and political autonomy rather than com¬ 
plete national independotce. 

Countries in which the Kurds live are 
not willing to grant autonomy to the Kurds, 
although they have huge numbers. In Tur¬ 
key, there are 12 million Kurds who make 
up 20 per cent of tit# population. They are 
a distinct ethnic entity, described as "moun¬ 
tain Turks" and their language is called "a 
rotten branch of Turkish". Since Turkey is 
a monoethnic State and does not recognise 
the legal existeiue of ethnic and religious 
minorities, autonomy has been elusive for 
the Kurds. 

In an authoritarian State like Iraq, au¬ 
tonomy is a distant dream. The Kurds have 
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the most in Iraq, where Saddam 
Hussein has cracked down on them sav¬ 
agely. They have been driven out from their 
villages, intentionally starved and even 
massacred with poison gas. Towards the 
end of the Iran-lraq war, the Kurds were 
dealt with severely by Iraq. Outside pow¬ 
ers, including USA, have used the Kurds 
as pawas but failed to come to their rescue 
when they were persecuted. 

In Iran too, the demand for au¬ 
tonomy is anathema since the State is 
based on the notion of universality of 
Islam. It has also dealt with the Kurds 
brutally. In July 19%, a ground assault 
was launched in the Suleimanya region 
of Iraqi Kurdistan to hunt down gueril¬ 
las belonging to the Kurdish Democratic 
Party of Iran (KDPl). 

After the Gulf War of 1990, the Iraqi 
Kurdish Front (IKF) was formed with the 
merger of the Kurdish Democratic Party 
and the PUK. It hoped for liberating 
Kurdistan and later carving out an au¬ 
tonomous Kurdish State near the 36th 
Parallel in northern Iraq. Following the 
general elections in 1992, this area be¬ 
came a safe haven, protected by allied 
forces. 

If there were hopes that this could 
emerge into a Kurdish State, they s(x>n van¬ 
ished due to infighting among the Kurds. 
Lackiiig central authority, the Kurds only 
saw increasing factionalism and tribalism. 
The nascent entity degenerated into chaos 
and civil war, claiming more than 4,000 
lives since December, 1W4. 

The West does not have a policy on 
Kurds. At best, its policies are geared to¬ 
wards containing Saddam Hussein. What 
is required is mediation not only among 
the countries which have a Kurd popu¬ 
lation but also among the Kurds them¬ 
selves. At present, no such moves are 
being initiated, pointing to the long 
struggle ahead for the Kurds. The US has 
no intention of helping the Kurds but 
intends to use them as a pretext to brow¬ 
beat Iran and Iraq. 

Present Crisis 

T he present crisis is not new, nor is it 
the last. It has provided President 
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Clinton witft an opportunity a means to the US action, 
improve his popularity ratings for the elec- The US has cited UN Security Coun- 

tions. Five years ago the Kurds were asked cil resolution 688, approved in 1991, as 

by the US to rise up against Saddam the foundation of the no fly zones in 

Hussein. Today, it does not want anything norfoem and southern Iraq. But the reso- 

to do with them and only wants Iraq to lution does not explicitly establish any 
fear the US. protected zones in Iraq. Saddam Hussein, 

For India, the conflict can have a re- probably, calculated that since he was 
percussion as it will result in increase in oil moving against the expansion of Iranian 

prices. The current oil import bill for India influence in the region, the US Would not 

is $ 7.6 billion, which could rise to $ 9 bil- retaliate seriously. For one, he had not 

lion. As far as mediating is concerned, taken into account the fact that the heal 

India's advice was sought in 1956, when it of the election campaign had built up in 
was respected in the world arena. The lead- the US elections, 

ers were respected and universally ac- Though Saddam miscalculated the 
cepted. Today, it is nowhere in the picture US reaction, he has still gained. He has 

as far as.the conflict is concerned. been able to show that his military ma- 

The world must wonder why Saddam chine is still in order, despite Wfstem sanc- 
Hussein moved into the protected areas tions. The US attack also drew 
and invited the US attack. Was it a move of unfavourable response from many coun- 
a compulsive gambler? The US says that tries. Iran blames the US tor the present 
Saddam is a 'repeat offender' and, when situation. If the US continues to draw' its 
in doiibt, will resort to arms and fight. This ! guns quickly every time Saddam Hussein 
time, he had hoped that by attacking the i does something, international opinion is 
PUK, he could promote civil war among | likely to turn against the US. In the long 
the Kurds, who were already fighting each i run, it will be Saddam H usscin who will 
other But it is unlikely that he expected j gain from such tactics. 

The Unending Kurdish Crisis 

The Kurds— One of the world's major groups (population about 22 million) 
without a State of their own. They are a non-Arab Muslim people who live in the wild 
mountain region where the borders of Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Armenia and 
Azerbaijan converge. They have often been caught between the power struggle of 
the countries in which they live. Some 1 million Kurds became homeless and 25,000 
were killed in 1984-89. In 1991, over 1 million were forced to flee their homes in 
Iraq. Chemical weapons have also been used against this persecuted community. 
There was a failed attempt to set up an autonomous Kurdish State within the 
Ottoman empire during the 1880s. 

After the 1991 war, the US set up a safe haven for them in northern Iraq near 
the 36th Parallel. But factionalism and infighting resuited in the present crisis. 

Present Crisis— Culturally, Iraqi Kurdistan is divided into two main factions; 
one is the Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP), which is allied wifo Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. It is led by Massoud Barzani. The ofoer is the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), led by Jalal Tatabani and is backed by Iran. The internecine 
warfare among the groups diminishes the chances of Kurds in Turkey or Iran 
achieving self-rule much less an independent State. 

The US had warned Iraq against attacking the Kurds in northern Iraq and 
responded with missile strikes when Iraqi troops moved there. But unlike the Gulf 
War, this time the US action was not supported by mainy countries who see it as 
unnecessary meddling in Iraq's affairs. Instead, a political solution is required, but 
no country is viritling to mediate in the long-standing problem. 
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Towards a Solution in Kashmir 


The elections in Kashmir have been held 
despite odds, representing a giant leap for¬ 
ward by a State lohere fear had given way to 
futility not so long ago. The large voter turn¬ 
out, the lack of major bloodshed during the 
polls and the resounding victory of the Na¬ 
tional Conference has proved the doomsday 
prophets wrong. The turnaround in Kash¬ 
mir has also delivered a slinging blow to 
Pakistan and a snub to Western nations who 
had sought to impose their facile solutions 
on the country However daunting the task 
ahead, India has again proved that the Re¬ 
public IS alive, from Kanyakiimari to Kash¬ 
mir. 

While there is reason for euphoria, it 
would be wrong to be complacent and hope for 
a return to normalcy It is true that Kushmiris 
are fed up of the continued militancy, but the 
vote IS neither for democracy or for India. 
Pakistan will most likely increase its interfer¬ 
ence, now that its designs in Punjab and Kash¬ 
mir stand thwarted. There is an increased 
threat from the Taliban, toha may target the 
valley after their victory in Afr(hanistan. The 
new government ofFarooq Abdullah, thus, has 
an unenviable task ahead, including the chal¬ 
lenge of living up to the expectations of the 
people. 

It would be a pity if the opportunities 
now presenting themselves are frittered away 
by the government, as it has been doing in 
the past. There is an urgent task to integrate 
Kashmir in the Indian Union and the signs 
have never looked as positive as at present. 

L CXDKING back, it may liave been the 
burning of Qirar-e-Sharief on May 11, 
1995 that brought about a change in think¬ 
ing of the Kashmiris. Deep inside, every 
Kashmiri knows that it was the Pakistan- 
trained militants who had brought about 
the destruction of the shrine of their patron 
saint, even though they may blame the In¬ 


dian army outwardly. If there was a single 
act which exposed Pakistani designs, 
Kashmiris were left in no doubt this 
time—it did not care for the people, their 
culture or their sentiments; its only ob¬ 
jective was to create turmoil in the State. 
Coupled with the daily deaths and terror 
that militancy had brought with it since 
1989, it was natural that the people would 
get tired of continued uncertainty in the 
State. 

Some 20,000 lives have been lost in 
the State, and the economy has been shat¬ 
tered. Largely dependent on tourism, the 
people of the State have seen desolate 
houseboats and hotels, their sole lifeline, 
visitors to the Valley and also the 
economy. 

Yet, holding of free and fair elections 
seemed almost an impossibility just a few 
months ago. There were warnings that 
Pakistan would do all it could to prevent 
a mandate and there would be an upsurge 
of violence. Even tl\e Lok Sabha elections, 
held earlier, attracted the charge that the 
elections were forced by the security 
forces, a charge which could not stand 
scrutiny. The holding of free and fair elec¬ 
tions is no doubt an achievement, but <n\ly 
a first step in the task of achieving nor¬ 
malcy in the State. India now has the task 
of building trust and must address the 
long-standing issue of autonomy if it 
wants a lasting solution to the Kashmir 
problem. 

The elections show the perceptible 
change of mood in the Valley. While there 
may not be positive feelings for India, it 
shows a change in attitude towards Paki¬ 
stan. The violence has neither achieved 
azaadi nor international backing. The people 
are fed up of violence and now look for a 
solution to the problem that has wrecked 
the State. 


Party Posidon 



1987 

1996 

Total seats 

76 

87 

National Conference 

40 

58 

w 

2 

7 

Congress 

26 

7 

Others 

8 

15 


Farooq's Second Chance 

T he elections were held despite the boy¬ 
cott by the All Party Hurriyat Confer¬ 
ence. National Conference President 
Farooq Abdullah won a landslide victory 
in the elections and thus has before him a 
historic second chance in Kashmir. He has 
several tasks before him. 

Foremost among these is to provide a 
healing touch to the people of Kashmir, 
who have borne the brunt of armed mili¬ 
tancy. He has to bridge the strained rela¬ 
tions between the Muslim majority and the 
Kashmiri Pandit community by ensuring 
the latter’s return to the Valley. There is 
also the task of restoring the shaken confi¬ 
dence among the three regions, Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh, which form the State. 
Each region is distinct aiul local aspirations 
vary, but apart from Kashmir, the two other 
regions have been neglected over the years. 

Perhaps his latest challenge will come 
fiom the fact that he wifi have to keep a 
high level of security in the State, given 
the fact that the Taliban have gained con¬ 
trol inAfganistan. It is expected that sooner 
or later, toe Tklibai^ will target the \%illcy. It 
is imperative that given this serious threat, 
toe National Conference and the Hurriyat 
rise above petty politics and fight the men¬ 
ace from across the border, unitedly, 
Farooq Abdullah also faces the chal¬ 
lenge of taking a stand on toe issue of the 
State's ties with the country. While de- 


NOVEMBER '96 COMPETITiON MASTER 30S 


mands for autonomy have been gaining 
ground, it would be wrong to interpret the 
NC victory as a mandate for autonomy. 
What the Kashmiri people want at this 
stage is a respectable way out rather than 
complete autonomy. 

Above all, the new government will 
have to provide a clean administration. It 
was corruption in public life that alienated 
the Kashmiri you^ in the first place, who 
then started identifying with the anti-es¬ 
tablishment Sheikh Abdullah first and then 
with the militants. Two commissions, the 
Sikri and the Gajendera Gadkar commis¬ 
sion, have described how greed and cor¬ 
ruption vitiated the atmosphere and 
created problems of governance and re¬ 
gional harmony in the sensitive State. 
Farooq Abdullah understands this and one 
of the thrust of election speeches was on 
providing a responsive administration. 

The govanirvott also has to make ef¬ 
forts to rehabilitate the people who were 
forced to leave the State and also to release 
the youths wk) are in jails for minor offences. 

The Autonomy Question 

A PART from these tasks, one of the most 
JtVpressing issue to be resolved is that of 
autonomy. Farooq Abdullah had made it 
an election issue and it is a question that 
weighs on the minds of most Kashmiris. 
So far it has not been addressed because 
there was no clear thinking on the issue; 
given the lack of political wilt, even now it 
is in danger of getting lost in committees 
and sub-committees that will undoubtedly 
be appointed. However, since the National 
Front government has mentioned the is¬ 
sue in its Common Minimum Programme 
(CMP), there are hopes that the govern¬ 
ment may seriously look for a solution. 

The matter is complicated since the 
issue of autonomy is viewed as a separat¬ 
ist tendency and has not given rise to a 
debate on constitutionalism and federal- 
ismin the political system. Can India see it 
as a demand for decentralisation rather 
than a demand for a separate State? The 
issue undoubtedly carries more meaning 
now that the elections have resulted in the 
emergence of several regional power blocs 
and there is no party which can claim to be 


a truly national party. 

The issue dates back to Sheikh 
Abdullah, founder of ttie Kashmir Muslim 
Conference, later called the National Con¬ 
ference. Abdullah supported secular ideas 
and was opposed to the idea of joining 
Muslim Pal^tan. In 1948, Abdullah became 
Prime Minister of Kashmir. He was seen to 
be working for the independence of Kash¬ 
mir and was jailed by Nehru in 1953, to be 
released in 1964. The initial rupture of 
Kashmir's relations with the Centre thus 
occurred in 1953 and has simmered for four 
decades. 

The demand for autonomy was also 
echoed during the Lok Sabha elections. 
Prime Minister Eieve Gowda said that the 
"quantum of autonomy" to Kashmir would 
be decided in consultation with die elected 
government. The Congress claimed that it 
is "the only guarantee of real autonomy of 
Jammu and Kashmir in India through 
peace and democracy". The CPI and CPM 
too support autonomy but the BJP is against 
granting of pre-1953 status to the State. 

The pre-1953 status means the system 
prevailing during SheikhAbdullah's time. 
This means that much of die functions of 
the Indian State would be decentralised 
and given to the State of Kashmir. The Elec¬ 
tion Commission would not have jurisdic¬ 
tion over the State and it would also have 
a sqiarate Suprane Court. The State woidd 
have a Prime Minister. 

One legitimate question that may arise 
in that case is about the State's finances. 
Since the State will be outside the plan and 
non-plan funds and does not have much 
industry of its own, it will be dependait on 
the Centre and will also be open to manipu¬ 
lation by other countries. Returning to the 
1956 status would seem more reasonable in 
diis context. In 1956, the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir adopted its own constitution 
that affirms its integrity within the Republic 
of India. Under diis, the Central government 
has direct legislative powers in matters of 
defence, external affairs and communica¬ 
tions. It also has indirect influence in mat¬ 
ters of citizenship, Supreme Court 
jurisdicticHi and emergency powers. 

Returning to the pte-1953 status has 
assumed great significance .now as de¬ 
mands for autonomy have gained ground 


in otha States too. Can India really afford 
to return Kashmir to the 1953 position? \bt, 
among the politicians dieie is no consensus 
or even dear thinking as to how to deal 
widi the question. There is mudi confused 
thinking as eadi of our leaders has tried to 
skirt the issue. If Prime Minister Deve 
Gowda saysdiathow muchautonomy is to 
be given depends on consultations with the 
State's leaders, former Prime Minister Rao 
talked of "anything diort of Aradi" and that 
"the sky is the limit" but what that mi^t be 
was never specified. Atal Bdiari Vajpayee is 
of the opinion that ParUament will dedde 
about die autonomy to be given to J&K. 
What is mote likely is that the Centre may 
not concede complete autonomy and would 
like to keep some control. 

Security scenario 

matters are further complicated by 
X the interference of Pakistan and China. 
Pakistan has been frustrated in its attempts 
to use the waters of the Indus, Jhelum and 
Chenab rivws, granted to it under the 1960 
Indus Waters Treaty, since the catchment 
area does not lie in its territory. The Chi¬ 
nese forces in the northeastern ton tiers are 
another cause of concern. In 1956, China 
had completed a military road through 
Aksai Chin. The belated discovery of this 
road led to border clashes. After China's 
conquest of Tibet, its forces penetrated into 
the northeastern parts of Ladakh, which 
China has occupied since October 1962. 
India, dius, has a strategic interest in the 
area. Sandwiched between two hostile 
neighbours makes J & K a vulnerableState. 
Hie country will have to maintain its forces 
along the tordets to ward off any threats 
tom its neighbours. 

Going back to the pre-1953 position 
would seem very unlikely at this stage raid 
some protracted negotiations are in die off¬ 
ing. What cannot be denied is that fiesh 
opportunities have been opened up by the 
successful holding of die Sections and die 
Centre has to take up a bold midative for 
return of normalcy in the State. If the issue 
isnotaddressed, simmeiing demand win 
always be exploited by Pakistan and odiet 
nations in order to create distuibsice in the 
State. 
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ARTICLE 

Eradicating Rurai Poverty 
in india 


With about 70 per cent of her population 
living in rural areas, India is primarily an 
agrarian society The urban settlements are a 
direct result of industrialisation and hence 
people are allured to these areas by relatively 
higher levels of income. The populatum which 
continues to live in the rural areas has to face 
abject poverty in most of the cases As the 
level of general economic activity and avail¬ 
ability oif employment opportunities is low 
in the rural areas, the incidence affiuverty is 
relatively high To combat this problem, spe¬ 
cial efforts are made by the government to 
ensure sustainable rural development and 
alleviation of rural pomrly 

Historic Perspective 

/'^’ENTURIES of economic exploitation by 
V^thc alien rulers had left India econonu- 
cally impoverished at the time of indepen¬ 
dence Fanners were taxed exorbitantly and 
were not provided any relief at the times of 
distress caused by the natural calamities like 
droughts, floods, fammes or epidemics. 
Maladies like absentee landlordism, con¬ 
tract farming and large-scale tenancies had 
almost ruined Indian agriculture. The on¬ 
slaught of manufactured goods imported 
from industrialised Britain had virtually 
destroyed the rural artisans and craftsmen. 
Further, devastation was caused by the 
partition of the country, leaving the entire 
economy badly shattered. The indepen¬ 
dence, therefore, brought about only po¬ 
litical freedom but there was no economic 
emanc^tion for majority of the rural popu¬ 
lation. 

The process of economic planning in 
India has, among other things, also aimed 
at alleviation of rural poverty, which has 
been one of the primary objectives in al¬ 


most all the plans. Many programmes and 
plans were brought out by the govern¬ 
ment to overcome this problem. Towards 
the end of Fifth Five Year Plan, it was 
realised that despite hundreds of crores of 
rupees invested in this sectoii die incidence 
of poverty was over 48 per cent. Hence, 
the existing policies were revised, and the 
government decided to launch a "hontal 
attack" on the problem of rural poverty. A 
new programme called Integrated Rural 
Development Programme (IRDP) was thus 
launched with the Sixth Five Year Plan. 

Progress of the IRDP was monitored 
by the Planning Commmion till recently 
and as per the estimates of Planning Com¬ 
mission, the incidence of poverty m India 
came down to 29 9 per cent in 1987-88 
and its incidence in tlic rural'areas was 
33.4 per cent But, to carry out detailed 
estimates by using correct methodology 
and computations. Planning Commission 
appomted an Expert Group in September 
1989 to carry out fresh estimates. The 
Expert Group relied exclusively on Na¬ 
tional San^le Survey (NSS) Data on con¬ 
sumption expenditure to assess the 
inddoice of poverty As per the estimates 
of the Expert Group, 39.3 per cent popu¬ 
lation lived below poverty line in India in 
the year 1987-88. 

A study by OXFAM revealed that in 
the year 1^3 as many as 48 per cent 
people in India were living below poverty 
line, which is not only distuibing but also 
baffling. With such a study coming out 
on the eve of ele< tion yeex, the govern¬ 
ment was quick to react and made public 
the latest estimares of NSS, by whiich it 
was held that the percentage of popula¬ 
tion living below poverty line was only 
19 per cent in 1993-94, as compared to 29.9 


per c«it in 1987-88. 

Poverty Line 

T O identify the persons livir^ below 
poverty line, the government fats de¬ 
fined the "Poverty Line" in terms of calo¬ 
rie intake norms. Following the recommen¬ 
dations of the Task Force on Projection of 
Minimum Needs and Effective Consump¬ 
tion Demand (1979), the poverty line was 
defined as the per-capita monthly expen¬ 
diture needed to obtain the consumption 
providing 2400 calories per capita per-day 
in rural areas and 2100 calories per capita 
per day in the urban areas. Hovse, the pov¬ 
erty line mitially defined was converted 
in money terms (with 1973-74 as the base 
year) at 49.10 for rural areas and Rs 56.60 

for the urban areas. During the Seventh 
Five Year Plan, the poverty line was re¬ 
defined at an average annual income of Rs 
6400 per annum. But only those families 
having an average annu^ income of Rs 
4000 and less were to be considered for 
assistance. The target of families/house- 
holds to be assisted under the 7th Plan was 
20 million out of which 10 million were 
old households, which needed a second 
dose of assistance. 

During the Sevenfli Plan, the total 
funds spent on IRDP were Rs 3316 crore, 
as against die target of Rs 3000 crore. But 
in terms of number of families assisted the 
actual performance fell short by 4 million 
and only 16 million households living be¬ 
low poverty line were assisted During the 
Eighth Plan the poverty line in monetary 
terms has been revised upwards to Ib 
11,000 per annum pea family. 

It is observed that the monetary cal¬ 
culation of "Poverty Line" has a s^nifi* 
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cant element of subjectivety in it. Thus, 
the estimates of persons living below pov¬ 
erty line made by NSS and Natioi\al Coun¬ 
cil of Applied Economic Research 
(NCAER) from time to time vary mark¬ 
edly. 

Programmes 

T here have been many programmes 
adopted by the goverrunent from time 
to time to alleviate poverty, particularly in 
the rural areas. Depending upon their 
performance, success and feedback, many 
programmes have been modified while 
otliers stand abolished and replaced by 
some new ones. The so called "frontal 
attack" on poverty aims at providing as¬ 
sistance to the beneficiary target group, as 
against the hitherto adopted policy of 
"trickle down". Adopting an integrated 
approach, several new programmes were 
launched during and after the Sixtii Plan 
which are still in vogue, some of which are 
as under; 

(fl) IRDP; Integrated Rural Develop¬ 
ment Programme (IRDP) was launched in 
the Sixth Five Year Plan. It aims at identi¬ 
fying the people below poverty line, with 
a family as a unit, and providing them 
with financial assistance for acquiring in¬ 
come generating productive assets by giv¬ 
ing a loan and subsidy package. The 
programme aims at enhancing the income 
of the poor families in such a manner so 
that they not only repay the bank loan 
with subsidised rate of interest but also 
increase their disposable income to cross 
the poverty line. 

(fi) TRYSEM: Training Rural Youth for 
Self-Employment (TRYSEM) is yet another 
important anti-poverty programme which 
aims at providing training to the rural 
youth belonging to the identified IRDP 
families, assisting them to acquire new 
technical skills and upgrade their tradi¬ 
tional skills. The objective is to enable such 
persons to take up self-employment ven¬ 
tures in different sectors, as per the require¬ 
ment in the rural areas concerned. The 
beneficiaries may also take up wage em¬ 
ployment. Government provides stipend 
to the trainees and honorarium to the train¬ 
ers and the developmental agencies at tl\e 


block level are also made responsible for 
their reliabilitation. 

(c) JRY: Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY) 
is another programme whidi is aimed at 
providing wage employment. The 
programme generates additional employ¬ 
ment on productive works in the rural ar¬ 
eas, which not only provides wage 
employment to the rural poor, but also 
contributes to the creation of rural infra¬ 
structure. Under the prograiiune the funds 
are allocated to the Panchayats and foe 
Central government contributes 80 per 
cent while the States pool in only 20 per 
cent of the total annual assistance. Two 
previous schemes called National Rural 
Employment Programme (NREP) and Ru¬ 
ral Landless Employment Guarantee 
Programme (RLEGP) have been merged 
with JRY now. 

(d) DWCR A: Development of Women 
and Children in Rural Areas (DWCRA) was 
launched as a poverty eradication 
programme in foe year 1982-83. It was ini¬ 
tially launched in M selected districts, but 
was extended to 161 districts by the end of 
Seventh Plan. It now stands extended to 
all foe districts. Under the scheme, groups 
of women belonging to the taiget group 
families are formed and provided assiv 
tance to take up viable economic activi¬ 
ties. The scheme is aimed at 
supplementing the family income of the 
families living below poverty line by pro¬ 
viding marketing support and forward 
and backward linkages, in addition to foe 
ffnancial assistance in the form of one time 
grant as a revolving fund. 

(e) Other Schemes: There are various 
other programmes aimed at rural devel¬ 
opment. ^me areas specific programmes 
like Drought Prone Area Programme 
(DPAP), E)^rt Development Programme 
(DDP) etc. also aim at employment gen¬ 
eration and rural infrastructure creation. 
Housing Programmes for the poor and 
weaker sections namely, Indira Awas 
Yojana (lAY) and Gandhi Kutir Yojana 
(GKY) abo seek to assbt foe rural poor 
directly. Million-well scheme provides 
open wells to tlie poor SC /ST farmers and 
freed bonded labourers. These welb or any 
other related infrastructure aim at provid¬ 
ing irrigation facilities to foe poor SC/ST 


farmers to improve foeir agricultural yield. 
Land reforms, although not specified as 
purely a poverty alleviation scheme, have 
played an important role in fob direction. 

Critique 

INCE independence, hundreds of 
crores of rupees have been spent on 
rural poverty alleviation and successive 
governments have been adding new 
schemes to the existing programmes to 
eradicate poverty. But the OXFAM estima¬ 
tion of 48 per cent of the population still 
living below poverty line in 1993, is quite 
disturbing. In other words, all these 
prograirunes have not yielded the desired 
results. Right from the identification of the 
beneficiaries to effective follow up of their 
progress after providing assistance, the 
programmes have many loopholes. There 
ate many financial organisational and in¬ 
stitutional factors responsible for this In¬ 
adequacy of financial assistance, wrong 
identification of beneficiaries, lack of mar¬ 
keting linkages, target orientation, politi¬ 
cal interference and malpractices are some 
of the common ailments in almost all foe 
programmes. Efforts have been made from 
lime to time to overcome these hurdles but 
the problem persists. Unless the imple¬ 
menting agencies arc adequately strength¬ 
ened, on the one hand, and made fully 
responsible, on foe other, it would be ex¬ 
tremely difficult to plug the loopholes. 
Now a word about economic reforms. 
The estimation of people living below pov¬ 
erty line carried out by foe NSS reveals 
that during foe era of reforms, foe inci¬ 
dence of poverty increased in the first 2 
years and declined thereafter. The reason 
could be that in the initial phase of reforms 
(1991-93) no special efforts were made to 
strengthen these programmes and only af¬ 
ter 1W3, when the elections drew closer^ 
eftorte were made to give a human face to 
foe reforms. With foe resolve of UF govern¬ 
ment to continue with reforms, special ef¬ 
forts are required to strengthen these 
programmes, financially as well as concep¬ 
tually, so that foe poorer sections are hot 
forgotton in foe quest for rapid economic 
growth. Poverty eradication, afterail, still 
remains our foremost planning objective. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Should the Planning 
Commission be Abolished? 


Planning is recognised as tlw touchstone 
of good econotAic management. In an oft re¬ 
peated cliche, it is said that actions without a 
plan are like sailing a ship without a rudder; 
ijou do not know where you will end your jour¬ 
ney 

In the area of macro-economics, the Plan¬ 
ning Commission has stood colossus-like in 
planning jiw the country. But what have been 
the results of the effort? The country is still 
poor, deficits arc looming large and there is 
today a wry real possibility of the country 
getting into a debt trap In the face of these 
facts, one may legitimately question what the 
Planning Commission has been doing for all 
these years—has it been planning for the 
country's ruin ’ 

Moreotvr, the opening up of the economy 
raises further questions about the need for a 
Planning Commission. A free economy has its 
own mechanisms for resource allocation and 
does not rely on State control. The tuv con¬ 
cepts are mutually contradictory. So does the 
Planning Commission still has relevance? Or 
should we discard it since it has no explicit or 
implicit function to fulfil? 

Mr A I would like to start by 
putting the topic in the right perspective. 
Planning is an important function, in the 
sense that ii tells us where we are going. 
It is always better to plan ahead so that 
future directions can be known and 
corrective action taken where necessary. 
Since India was following the path of a 
controlled economy for many years, the 
Planning Commission had an important 
function to perform. It indicated the 
allocations required in various sectors; 
after all, there were some sectors which 
could not be left to private enterprise 
since large expenditures had to be made. 


Only the State could do that. There was 
also the matter of social projects, which 
would benefit large sections of society 
but which could not have high returns 
on investment in economic terms. 

Private entrepreneurs could not be 
expected to take up such projects. The 
Plaruiing Commission ensured that 
government spendmg would be given a 
direction. Now, of course, the circum¬ 
stances have changed. A free rrrarket 
implies weakening of goveriunent 
intervention. Under the changed condi¬ 
tions, the relevance of the Planning 
Commission can certainly be questioned. 

I However, I would like to add that even 
in a free market, there may be certain 
areas where the Planning Commission 
could contribute meaningfully. I do not 
think that it should be abolished. 


MrB I agree with your sentiments, 
but I would like to ask what plaruiing 
has done for the country in over forty 
years. The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating; do the plans made by the Plan¬ 
ning Commission reflect tlie state of 
affairs as they exist today? Did the 
Commission forecast the morass of 
problems that we find ourselves in 
todays For instance, we are so heavily 
indebted that we have a real danger of 
going into a debt trap. The public sector 
saps our resources like bacteria. Rural 
areas have been ignored and it is the 
urban, English educated elite that rules 
the country. Government spending is out 
of control. Some years back we had to 
ship out our gold to raise money. In 
more ways than one, we are an impover¬ 
ished nation. Did our plans point to 
this? If diey did not, what has been their 


relevance? It seems that plans were 
made for paper only, so that they could 
be presented in Parliament and newspa¬ 
pers could print them and say how good 
our economic management was Since 
those rosy dreams have not been 
realised, I am constrained to ask. what is 
the point in painting them anyway? The 
Planning Commission has be^ a fraud 
on the people of this country. 


MrC You cannot really say that. We 
certainly have achieved many things as 
a result of planning. We have better 
roads, more villages have electricity and 
telephones, the poverty figures too show 
a favourable trend. True, some of the 
dreams have not been realised, but you 
cannot say that the Planning Commis¬ 
sion has been totally useless. In Nehru's 
time, when the country did not have 
reference points about economic plan¬ 
ning, it was enunent economists in the 
Commisston that helped guide govern¬ 
ment allocations. Even in a free 
economy, there is a role for macro- 
economic planning, as the 
Commission's deputy chairman Madhu 
Dandavate has observed, "the State has 
to be the instrument of social dynamics 
to bring about growth through social 
justice". Surely the State cannot give 
up this function, which continues to be 
as relevant today as it was fifty years 
ago. 


MrD These statements arc all very 
weU but I regret that they do not mean a 
flung. We have been trying to achieve 
social dynamics since the start of plan¬ 
ning, but where have we reached? 
Income disparities have widened and 




tile poor have continued to live in 
misery. It seems that members of the 
Planning Commission are fond of spout¬ 
ing statements which do not mean 
anything. Also, they seem to take their 
job casually, churning out 'approach 
papers' and fashionable rhetoric. The 
Planning Commission is used by the 
government to give jobs to those who 
cannot be employed elsewhere. It does 
not have pro^sionals—the last deputy 
chairman was Pranab Muketjee, a 
politician. The present government has 
given the job to Madhu Dandavate, who 
should have retired by now. As regards 
the other members and advisers, some of 
them are from the World Bank/IMF 
coterie, which explains why tiiere is no 
new economic tiiinking in the country- 
all of them toe the IMF line. Certain 
academics like Dr YK. Alagh are also 
given jobs in the Commission, since they 
cannot be taken in the government. My 
point is that Planning Commission jobs 
are handed out as doles and there is no 
serious commitment to plannmg. That is 
why the Commission has never criticised 
the government, even though successive 
govenunents have continued to misman¬ 
age the country's resources. What good 
is such planning? We should seriously 
think erf shutting it down and saving 
some government expenditure. It is, after 
all, the taxpayers' money that supports 
such monoliths. 

MrE I would like to go a step 
furthec When the country is removing 
controls on the economy, what can the 
Planning Commission contribute any¬ 
way? Since plantung has failed to deliver 
the results, it is better if free market 
mechanisms are left to solve problems of 
allocation of resources. In market econo¬ 
mies like Japan, South Korea and lai- 
wan, private companies can operate 
freely within government defined pa¬ 
rameters of macroeconomic stability. In 
the US, government spending is decided 
through a democratic process. No 
prosperous country has such huge set¬ 
ups like our Plaiming Commission, 
which must be a unique organisation 
outside the Communist world. Since 


1991, it has been in a limbo. It was not 
even involved in the designing of 
reforms. In tiie last rive years, 
particuiary, the Commission has not 
done any^ing worthwhile. Increasingly, 
it will have less to do, as free economy 
takes ovo'. 

Mr A Still, you cannot say that the 
Commission is absolutely useless, even 
though it has outlived its importance. 
Even in the changing economic environ¬ 
ment, it has certain functions. First, it 
should define public investment policy. 
Second, it should serve as a link be¬ 
tween the Central and the State govern¬ 
ments. And third, it should encourage 
research in long term policy plannmg. 
These are important functions and the 
Planning Commission can easily do 
them. Union Minister of State for Plan¬ 
ning and Programme Implementation 
YiC Alagh has pointed out that growth 
caimot be the only objective of reforms. 
Even to develop market-based institu¬ 
tions, goverrunent intervention is re¬ 
quired. The need for goverrunent 
intervention caimot be written off 
altogether—the Plarming Commission 
should not be abolished on the basis of a 
few years of liberalising the economy. 

MrB I ttunk that this is a wrong 
line of reasoning. Agreed, growth caimot 
be the only objective of reforms,-but do 
we need a Planning Commission for 
achieving other objectives? And the 
answer is no. We have to have a radical 
shift in thiidcing. Goverrunent must be 
downsized if we are itot to squander all 
our resources in unproductive depart¬ 
ments. The Plarming Commission is 
unfortunately a white elephant. One 
shortcoming is that thou^ it makes the 
plaits, it has no way of ensuring that 
they are implemented properly. In tite 
past, things have happened which the 
Planning Commission had no clue about 
nor«were they included in any plan. 
Liberalisation is one of them. have 
been talking for years, for instance, 
about privatising of the public sector; 
little has actually been done So far. 
Leaders, for their part, caimot be tied 


down to tile disc^line that economic 
planning imposes. For instance, a leader 
can armoimce waiver of loans amount¬ 
ing to crores of rupees or even a mid¬ 
day meal scheme, and the plans go for a 
six. That is anotiier reason why foe 
Plarming has kept on becoming irrel¬ 
evant. 

MrC But I hope that you realise 
that liberalisation and too much empha¬ 
sis on free market systems increase the 
gaps between foe 'haves' and foe 'have- 
nots'. We need a mechanism that en¬ 
sures free market with a human face. We 
should not rely on Western systems 
alone. I agree with you that certain 
amount of downsizing should be af¬ 
fected; there is no need for such an 
elaborate Conuni^ion that we have had 
for years. The Plarming Commission 
should also shift its emphasis from a 
purely consultative role that produces 
'approach papers' by the dozen, to a 
more useful role. It caimot be an agency 
that merely doles out grants. The answer 
is not to abolish the Plarming Commis¬ 
sion but to change its orientation. Rather 
than academics and politicians, it might 
be better to induct people from the 
private sector, which would give it a 
more practical and productive orienta¬ 
tion. ^ should make away with IMF- 
type consultants who are deviously 
pushing our country towards harmful 
policies for their own personal benefit. 
The Commission should plan for 
Ifoeialisation and not merely be happy in 
allocating capital expenditure to 
ministeries. It has to come out of the 
control of bureaucrats. Rather than dosing 
it, the Planning Commission should be 
restructured to fulfil a positive role. 


Mbr X) After discussing the topic, we 
seem to have reached a consensus that, 
the Planning Commission as it exists 
today, cannot serve foe needs of foe 
nation any longer. It is time we shed our 
mindsets and stop using cliches to 
defend foe Plarming Commission as it 
exists. After 50 years, surely we can look 
forward to a fresh approach to planning 
for the country's future. 
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MANAGEMENT 


Business G.K. 


Match the company with its CEO and latest turnover figures: i 


Cmpany 

CEO 

Turtimifr I 

1. TELCO 

\. Kumar Mangalam Birla 

1. 3,782 ! 

2. Crasim 

2. K.B. Dadiseth 

2. 777 

3. Caetml 

3. S.N. <Sc R.N. Ruia 

3. 2,781 

4 ABB 

4 Y.C. Deveshwar 

4. 7,791 

5. Hindustan U‘ver 

5. Keshub Mahmdra 

5. 5,371 

6. Siemens 

6. Atu) C. Choksey 

6. 1,175 

7 Ashuk Leyland 

7 J.J. Irani 

7. 4,262 

H. Essar Steel 

S Ratan N. lata 

8 547 

V L'irsen & Tubru 

V R Gopala Krtshnan 

9. 851 

10, ITC 

10 S.A. Lister 

10. 2,112 

11. Tislu 

11 K.N. Shenoy 

11 903 

12. Mahindra & Mahindra 

12 A.B. Kerker 

12 3,209 

13. A.sian Taints 

13 R.J. Seshasayee 

13. 2,056 

14. Brooke Bond Lipton 

14 K. Pernstich 

14. 5,121 

15. Colagte-f’aiinolive 

13 S Kulkami 

15. 1,736 

is. Indian Hotels 

lb R A. Savour , 

16. 613 

17. Century Icxtiles 

17 V. Thyagarajan 

17. 730 

IH Glaxo 

18 B.K. Birla 

18. 896 

IV. Nirma 

10. David Thomas 

19. 268 

20 Procter & Gamble 

20. Karsanbhai K. Patel 

20. 393 


(See Answers on next page) 

Q. How is market capitalisation of a company computed? 

A. It is computed as the pnxJuct of the number of shares in 
its paid-up capital, and the price of its share—on the Bombay 
Stock Exchange/any other major exchange—on a particular date. 

Q. Which is the largest steel producer in the country? 

A. The 5,262 crore, Tata iron & Steel Company (TISCO). It 
has a capacity to produce 2.7 nailUon tonnes per annum ot steel 
(tpa) at tire Jamshedpur plant. 

Q. What is FRA? 

A. Forward Rate Agreement. It is a contract between two i 
parties that lays down the interest rate that will apply to a loan ! 
or a deposit that may or may not be drawn or placed on a 
mutually agreed date in future for a specified period of time. 

Q. Who is the author of the new book entitled "Towards 
Sustainable Growth, essays in Fiscal and Financial Sector Re¬ 
forms in India" 

A. Raja ]. Chelliah. It is a collection of essays on liberalisation. 

Q. What is the State of the country's combined budget defi¬ 
cit of the 26 State governments? 

A. A research project conducted by the RBI reveils that the 
figure has shot up from Rs 132 crore in 1994-95, to Rs 2,651 crore 
in 1995-96. It is a phenomaial increase of 1,908 per cent. 

Q. Which Indian bank has come up with the largest ever net 
loss of Rs 1,336.40 crore by any bank? 

A. The Madras-based Indian Bank. The present chairman of 
the bank is 5. Rajagopal. 


Q. Which is the fastest growing tractor cottqiany in India? 

A. Ikactors and Farm Equipment (TAPE). It is a 22^.9 crore, 
Madras-based company. ^ 

Q. What are the names of the finance seciett^y and the eco¬ 
nomic advisor in P. Chidambaram's Finance Ministry? 

A. Montek Singh Ahluwalia is the Finance Seaetary and 
Shankar N. Acharya is the Economic Advisor. 

Q. Which Co. is behind the brand name of 'Dove' beauty 
soap? 

A. Hindustan Lever. 

Q. What effect will ffie 1996 budget have on Indian cigarette 
companies and why? 

A. Cigarette companies are expected to gain from the lower 
corporate surcharge. 

Q. Which industrial sector has been provided with a 3-year 
tax holiday in the 1996 budget? 

A. Pharmaceuticals. 

Q. The Union Civil Aviation Ministry is planning an aviation 
service in Mumbai to relieve high spending travellm from time 
consuming road travel. What is this plan and which 2 points does 
the plan seek to connect initially. 

A. The plan is to start a city helicopter service, that will have 
two helipad sites at Nariman Point, linking it to the Santa Cruz 
Airport. 

Q. Who is the Chairman of the SBI? 

A. PG. Kakodkar. 

Q. Who is ffte Managing Director of "Cogentrix"? 

A. Ron Somers. 

Q. Which company has launched Akai music systems and 
TVs in India? 

A. Baron International Ltd of Japan. 

Q. Which is the single largest shareholder in the Indian lb- 
bacco giant ITC? 

A. British American Tobacco (BAT). 

Q. Who is the well known industrialist who was appointed 
recently to the board of the Commonwealth Development Corpo¬ 
ration? 

A. H.S. Singhaiua, President of J.K. Organisation. 

Q. The reduction of the proposed price hike in diesel has 
effected a deficit of Rs 1,980 crore. Which are the three Indian oil 
companies tihat share this pool? 

A. Indian Oil Corporation, Hindustan Petroleum Corpora¬ 
tion Ltd. and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. 

Q. What is the full form of SCIQ? What is ffieir latest venture 
in die capital market? 

A. The Upping & lirvestment Corporation of India Ltd. Their 
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Liest Venture has been to offer a Rs 500 crore bond issue to the 
public. 

Q. Why was Swaraj Paul in the news recently? 

A. The 65-year old Chairman of the Caparo Group was 
honoured with membership in the House of Lords. He has been 
a recipient of the Pitdma BImhan award earlier in 1983. Arriving 
in London in 1966, Swaraj Paul rose to become one of the most 
well known NRl busmcss tycoon. 

Q. Who headed the committee to draft a new takeover code 
for companies? 

A Headed by the former Chief Justice of India, P.N. 
Bhagwati, the committee to draft a new takeover code was ap¬ 
pointed by the Securities & Exchange Board of India. In its draft 
version the focus has been on transparency and protection for 
! small shareholders. 

I Q. Which company has LML aimounced a joint venture 
with? 

A. With Facind. It is a subsidiary of Piaggio, Italy. The joint 
: venture has been announced by the Kanpur-based LMl, in its 
electronics division. 

Q. Who is the chairman of the UB Group? 

A Vijay Mallya. 

Q. Doordarshan has recently announced an increase in the 
number of its production centres. How many new centres are 
proposed to be opened? 

A Doordarshan plans to set up 32 more production 
centres. With this, its total number of production centres 
will be 75. 

Q. Which is the Indian Company that Vblvo of Germany has 

■ lied up with? What is the venture about? 

A. With TVS Suzuki. They plan to set up plants in the State 
; of Karnataka to manufacture vehicles for domestic and foreign 
; markets. 

■ Q. What does "Niesa" stand for? 

A. The National Association of Software & Service Compa¬ 
nies (NASSCOM) has launched the "Niesa"—Nasscom's India- 
: Europe Software Alliance in 1995, and since then there lias been 
i a growth in Indo-European software trade. 

, Q. Which company has bagged the contract for ONGC's 
' off-shore platform at Bombay? 

A. ESSAR Oil Ltd. It has bagged the contract for the third 
• successive time. 

Q. What does ONGC-VL stand for? 

A. ONGC-Videsh Ltd. It is a venture for taking up oil explo- 
' ration abroad. 

Q. Which are the two parties involved in GMI venture? 

A The General Motors India (GMI) is a joinf venture be¬ 
tween General Motors and C.K. Birla group. It Ls currently as¬ 
sembling Opel Astra in Halol, Gujarat. 

Q. Approximately how many Non Banking Financial Com¬ 
panies are there in the country? 

A It is estimated that there are 40,000 NBFCs operating in 
the country. Of these, only 450 are registered vvitft tlie RBI. 

Q. Who is the new President of the Oberoi Group of Hotels? 


A. Ravi Bhoothalingam has recently taken over as President 
of Oberoi Hotels. 

Q. What is the Uela Seth Committee inquiring into? 

A. Liela Seth is the former Himachal Pradesh Chief Justice, 
who is conducting a judicial inquiry into tihe circumstances lead¬ 
ing to the late biscuit tycoon ^jan Pillai's death. 

Q. What is Kapil Dev's latest Financial V^ture? 

A He has floated a new Finance Cmnpany called Ganga 
Yamuna Finvest Private Ltd. Kapil Dev's first venture was a 
successful media syndication. 

Q. What is the full form of MAT? 

A Minimum Alternate Tax. It falls in the category of pre¬ 
sumptive taxes, a tax system that has been successfully used in 
some other countries, like in Latin America. It is used to increase 
; tax revenue. 

I O' What major incentive does this year's budget offer to 
I encourage R & D? 

A Pure Research and Development based companies will 
get a five-year tax holiday. Many of them will also receive grants 
and get excise and customs duty exemption. 

Q> What is IRBl and what is its role? 

A Industrial Reconstruction Bank of India. Its focus of 
operation is to revive sick units. 

Q. Which Un mutual fund scheme has the largest number 
of investors—probably in the world? 

A Mastergain 1992. 

Q. Which company is leading the market of the notebook 
version of Personal Computers (PCs)? 

A Compaq, with its 17% share. It is followed by IBM and 
Acer. 

Q. What is the name of the first Korean Commercial Bartk 
to have opened a branch in Mumbai in May this year? 

A The Cho Hung Bank of Korea. In the 1970s, the Indian 
Overseas Bank had set up India's only bank in SeouJ. 

Q. Who has taken over as representative of Rupert Murdoch's 
Star TV in. India? 

A Rathikant Basu. He has joined as the chief executive of 
News Television India—the local arm of the Hong Kong-based 
: Star TV. 

I Q. What is the recent government notification to amend the 
i Drug Order about? 

A. The goverrunent notification is to bring about a unifor¬ 
mity in price nnarking between price-controlled formulations, 
and those outside government price control. Henceforth, all for¬ 
mulations will be marked wiffi the 'local taxes extra' specifica¬ 
tion which was, earlier, relevant only for price-controlled 
formulations. 


ANSWERS 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


TNb futwB alerts our readers about forthcoming examinations and 
qpportunWes. Institutes should send us Information well In advance to be 
Included here. Readers are advised to assess their own suitabUHyand that 
of the Institute before applying—this feature Is not a recommendation of 
any course or in^itute. 

Englncvrlng 

Graduata Aptituda Taat In Enginaaring (GATE-97): To be held on; 
February 9,1997. Eligibility; Bachelors in Engineering/Architecture/Phar¬ 
macy. Last date; November IS, 1996. Forms available with SBt Main 
branches by payment of Rs 500 in cash. 

Entreprenaurship 

Open Learning Programme In Entrepreneurahip; Minimum 
Oualirication: SSC or HSC. Batches start in October 1996 and January 
1997. Apply to: OLPE Cell, Entrepreneurship Development Institute of . 
India, P.O. Bhat - 382 428, Gujarat, with a 00 for Rs SO in favour of EDII, 
Ahmedabad. 

Industrial Design 

Common Entrance Examination for Design (CEED-97): Master 
of Design at IITs Bombay and Delhi (2 years). Eligibility: Bachelors in 
Engineenng, Architecture or Art/Design. Written test: February 16,1997. 
Last date: November 15,1996. Apply to: Chairman, GATE, Indian Institute 
of Technology, Bombay, Powai, Mumbai • 400 076 along with a 00 of Rs 
100 and 2 address slips. 

Human Reaourcaa 

Diploma in training and Development: (Correspondence, 18 
months). Eligibility: Graduate with 2 years experience in Training/HRD 
function or post graduate degree in a relevant discipline. Last date: 
November 30,1996. Apply to: Incharge Diploma Programme Office, In¬ 
dian Society forTraining and Development, B-41 Institutional Area, New 
Mehrauli Road, New Delhi -110 016 with a DD for Rs SO favouring ISTO, 
New Delhi. 

Management 

1. Poet graduate programme in management at ilMs at Indore 
and Calicut: Eligibility; Bachelor’s degree with minimum 50% marks and 
minimum 50% aggregate marks in Secondary/Higher Secondary. Written i 
test: CAT on December 8,1996. Last date; December 31.1996 for com- j 
plated forms to the respective lIMs. Apply to: For Indore—Ajit Raizada, 
Principal Secretary, Deptt of Culture, Manpower Planning, Science and 
Technology, Govt of Madhya Pradesh, Ballabh Bl»wan, Bhopal • 462 004. 
For Calicut—Sanjeev Kaushik, Special Officer IIM Calicut, Narayneeyum, 
Arrappura, Thlruvananthapuram. Also apply for CAT registration. 

2. Poet Qreduate Programme In Mmagsment (PGPM): Eli{pbil- 
ity: Minimum 50% marks in graduation and high school. Written test: CAT 


on December 6,1996. Last date: December 14,1996. Apply to: Adminis¬ 
trative Officer (Admissions), Management Devekipment Institute, Post Box 
No. 60, Mehrauli Road, Sufchraii, Qurgaon -122 001 with a DO of Rs 350 
and an application to CAT. ^ 

3. Aptitude Testing Services; Global Indo MBA Admission Test (6- 
indomat) to be conducted on November 30,1996, February 9 and May 18, 
1997. Last date: October 30,1996. Apply to: ATS. Post Box No. 9607, 
Janakpuri, New Delhi -110 058 with a DD for Rs 250 in favour of ATS. 

4. Management of Business Finance (MBF): (2-year full time, 
3-year part time. Distance learning courses also available). Qigibility; Gradu¬ 
ate in any discipline. Apply to: Indian institute of Finance, Ashok Vihar 
Phase 2. P 0 Box 8486, Delhi -110 052 with a DD for Rs 400 in favour of 
Indian Institute of Finance. 

5. PG Programme In Management: (2-year, residenUal). Eligibility: 
Bachelor's degree and class 12 with minimum 50% marks. Written test: G- 
Indomat on November 30,1996 or Febniary 9,1997. Last date; December 
31,1996. Apply to: Admissions Office, Goa Institute of Management. 
Ribandar, Goa - 403 006 with a DD for Rs 350 drawn in favour of Goa 
Institute of Management. 

6. BBA/MBA: Eligibility: Graduate for MBA and class 12 for BBA 
Written test: MAT on December 1,1996. Apply to: Empi Business School, 
CSKM Educational Complex, Satbari Mehrauli, New Delhi -110 030 with 
a DD for Rs 350. 

7. PGDBM: Eligibility; Graduate in any discipline. Written test: De¬ 
cember 22,1996. Last date: November 30,1996. Apply to; NIMT. Delhi 
Ghaziabad Highway, Opp Priyadarshini Park, Near Hindoo Bridge, 
Ghazlabad with a DD for Rs 250. 

8. MBA: (2-year, full time and 3-year, part time). Eligibility ; Graduate 
in any discipline. Written test: CAT on December 8,1996. Last date For 
issue of form: October 31,1996 and for submission; December 2,1996. 
Apply to; Indian Institute of Social Welfare and Business Management 
(IISWBM), Management House. College Square (West), Calcutta - 700073 
with a DD for Rs 215. 

Merchant Navy 

Marine Engineering Foundation Course: Eligibility: B.E. (Mech) 
and age below 25. Apply to: Applied Research International. B-1, Hauz 
Khas, New Delhi -110 016 with a DD for Rs 200 payable to ‘Applied 
Research Intemationar. 

Scholarships 

Commonwealth Seholarship and FeNowship Plan; Subject fields; 
Medicine, Engineering, Agricultuie and Humanities. Level; Masters or 
doctoral ctogree. Last date; October 31,1996. Apply in the prescribed 
formal to: Secretary, Mintstry of Human Resource Development, Depart¬ 
ment of Education (External Scholarship Division), A1/W3 Curzon Road 
Barracks, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi - 110 001. For details see 
advt published on September 21,1996. 
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CARBR 

Careers After Senior Secondary/ 
Matriculation Education—II 


In addition to a few careers options 
already discussed in the previous issue of 
the Competition Master, there are several 
other openings available to the school leavers, 
both in the employment and self-employment 
categories. 

Careen in Financial Institvtions 

There are many financial institutions 
like Commercial Banks, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI), National Bank for Agricul- 
tuxe and Rural Development (NABARD), 
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), Life Insur* 
ance Corporation of India (LlC) and Gen¬ 
eral Insurance Corporation (GIC), which 
regularly recruit personnel for positions 
like clerks, clerical assistants or assistants. 
Educational qualification for most of these 
positions is 10 + 2/Higher Secondary/ 
Matriculation with good division, lire 
Commerical Banks carry out the recruit¬ 
ment for the posts of clerks/stenos and 
typists. For recruitment to the post of typ>- 
ists/stenos/additional typing or/and 
shorthand skills are required by the can¬ 
didates, besides required educational 
qualifications. The age limits are 18 years 
to 26 years. The recruitment is done for all 
public sector banks through several 
branches of Banking Services Recruitment 
Board (BSRB). 

Smilaily, RBI conducts examination for 
recruitment of derks, which comprises of a 
written test and interview. The vacancies ate 
lurtified in all leading national and regitmal 
dailies as and when such vacancies arise. 
The educational qualifications range from a 
good Marticulation degree to 10 +1 

Engineering and 'fiidinical 
Counes 

There are many Engineering and 


Tiechnical courses which equip the school 
leavers with technical and engineering 
^dlls to enable them to pursue careers in 
these lines. First and foremost is the ad¬ 
mission to an Engineermg College for a 
graduate degree course. Duration of the 
course is 4 years and the candidates with 
10 + 2 qualifications with Physics, Chem¬ 
istry and Mathematics are eligible to seek 
admission to Bachelor of Engineering 
courses in Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, 
Electronics, Computer, Aeronautics, Agri¬ 
culture or Industrial Engineering. Admis¬ 
sion to various Engineering Colleges, 
Regional Engineering Colleges, Indian 
Institutes of Technology, and privately run 
Institutes is generally based on the merit 
obtained in the entrance test. Mirumum 
age generally is 17 years but may vary 
slightly from institution to institution. 

In addition to foe degree'courses in 
Engineering, 3-year Diploma courses are 
also offered by various polytechnics con¬ 
trolled and run by State Directorates of 
Technical Education and Training in al¬ 
most every State. The qualifications re¬ 
quired in this case range from 10th 
standard to 10 + 2 with Physics, Chemis¬ 
try and Mathematics and foe admission is 
generally granted strictly as per foe merit 
of marks obtained in foe academic exami¬ 
nation. There are certain non-engineering 
trades like ceramics, printing, production 
and chenucal technology which are of 
lesser duration. 

In addition to these courses several 
other courses in many trades are ofieted 
by foe Iitdustrial Training Institutes (ITls) 
and several IlTs are there in every State. 
There are several engineermg and non¬ 
engineering trades uftered by ITTs and 
other such institutions both in government 
imd private sector The educational quali¬ 
fication required ranges from Middle stan¬ 


dard to Matriculation examinatitm. The 
period of training is 1 to 2 years and foe 
candidates are awarded a certificate in tite 
field concerned and are then eligfoie to 
take up various technical trades in foe 
government as well as private sectors. 

Medical Courses 

MBBS is foe most sou^t after career 
in foe field of medical sciences. It is a 
degree course for which minimum re- 
qui^ qualification is 10 + 2, wifo atieast 
^ per cent marks andhaving sobjects like 
English, Physics, Chemistry and ffiology 
Minimum age limit is generally 17 years. 
The admission to various medical colleges 
is held by way of competitive examina¬ 
tions conducted by differott colleges sepa¬ 
rately in which foe candidates ate tested 
in all foe above mentioned subjects. Cot- 
tral Board of Secondary Examination 
(CBSE) New Delhi also conducts an all- 
India entrance examirtation every year 
Armed Forces Medical College (AI^C) 
Pune also offers degree courses m niedi- 
cal science and foe selected candidates are 
awarded foe bachelors degree, but wifo a 
condition to serve in foe Army Medical 
Corps as doctor for a minimum contrac¬ 
tual period. 

In addition to foe degree courses, 
there are many other openings in this field 
to foe school leavers. There ate many in¬ 
stitutions, mostly owned by the Govern¬ 
ment, which offer training courses in 
General Nursing and Midwifery and 
Healfo VisitoK. Minimum required age is 
17 to 18 years and duration of foe training 
ranges fimn 2.5 yeu^ 3.j^ yearn. Required 
educational qualification is 10 + 2 pass or 
equivalent wifo Biologiad and Physical 
Sdence subjects. 

In foe medical line itself, diploma/ 


NOVEMBER 'se COMPETtnON MASTER m 


certificate courses are open to the eligible 
candidates in the fields of Pharmacy, Phys¬ 
iotherapy, Hefrectionist and Optician, Vao 
cinator, Dork Room Assistant, 
Rediographers, Liboratory Technicians, 
Sanitary Inspectors etc. The duration of 
the training courses is 6 months to 2 years 
and on successful completion of the di¬ 
ploma/certificate course, the candidates 
may be appointed as technicians in die j 
concerned trade. Required educational i 
qualification is 10 + 2 or equivalent for ' 
^rmacy and 10th pass tor the para-medi- 
cal courses. Generally the candidates with 
medical subjects are eligible. 

I 

Education i 

I 

School leavers can also join the teach¬ 
ing and allied professions by acquiring 
required skills. &hool leavers may under¬ 
go a Diploma course lor Nursery and Pri- j 
mary Teachers. The educational | 
qualification required is 10th or 10 + 2 and i 
the duration of the course is 2 years. The | 
training courses are generally conducted ! 
by tlic Departments of Primary Education 
in various States and details about the in- 
stitutioas and date of examination can be 
had from Director of Primary Education 
of the concerned State government. 

Certificate or diploma course in Li- j 
brary Science also offers good opportuni¬ 
ties to the school leavers. The qualifications 
required range from 10th pass to 10 + 2 
and in some cases some experience in ■ 
recognised libraries is desirable. These j 
courses arc conducted by various univer¬ 
sities and other institutes. 

Telecommunications 

Institution of Electronics and Tele¬ 
communication Engineers also trains the 
willing candidates and awards a Diploma 
in Telecommunication Engineering. Aspir¬ 
ing candidates arc required to liave High 
School qualification with Physics, Chem¬ 
istry and Mathematics. They are further 
it'quired to be enrolled as a student mem- < 
ber in the diploma scheme. On successful 
completion of the course, the students are 
awarded diplcnna in various disciplines. 
Details can be obtained from the Secre¬ 


tary, Institution of Electronics and Telecom 
Engineering, 21 Institutional Area, Lodhi 
Road, New Delhi-110 003. 

In addition, the Departmait of Post 
and Telecommunications also recruits 
Matriculate/10 + 2 pass candidates to 
various posts like Postman, Mail Sorter, 
Postal Clerks, Telegraph Clerks, Record 
Clerks and Store Clerks. The age limit is 
generally 18 to 25 years and there is usual 
age-relaxation and reservation of vacan¬ 
cies for specified categories as per the 
government rules. 

Architecture, Art and Painting 

School of Planning and Architecture, 
New Delhi offers degree courses in Archi¬ 
tecture and Physical Hanning. Minimum 
required qualification is 10 + 2 with En¬ 
glish, Physics and Mathematics and 60 per 
cent aggregate marks. Minimum age is 17 
years and the duration of the course is 5 
years. Selection is made by way of an 
entrance examination which includes tests 
on General Knowledge, I.Q. and Aptitude 
Test. Candidates who qualify the degree 
course may pursue careers in architecture 
and planning both as paid employees or 
as self-employed professionals. 

Artists also have varied opportuni¬ 
ties. Exponents of music, dancing and 
acting have openings in stage, Radio, T.V. 
or even movies. In many arts, formal train¬ 
ing is not required as it mainly depends 
upon the aptitude and natural talent of 
the artists. But it is always better to have 
formal qualifications in the concerned field 
from .schools or colleges of art. Candidates 
with matriculation or 10 + 2 qualifications 
are generally eligible for diploma or de¬ 
gree courses in arts, which have 3 to 5 
years duration, respectively. Career oppor¬ 
tunities in the self-employment are also 
immense for artists in various fields. Art 
teachers are also required by the educa¬ 
tional institutioas, polytechnics, galleries, 
museums, interior decorators, designers 
etc. Cartoonists and art critics are em¬ 
ployed by the newspapers, magazines, 
publishers, art studios, advertising agen¬ 
cies and film and T.V. studios. Similarly, 
performing arts like music and dancing 
also have their own set of opportunities. 


A few ate employed by teadiing institu- 
tions and peribrming troupes. They are 
also employed by Kaia Kendras, Acad¬ 
emic, Film and T.V. Studios, Ail India 
Radio and large hotels. 

Printing is yet another area which 
offer numerous opportunities to the school 
leavers. There are six Re^onal Sdiools of 
Printing Technology located at Bombay, 
Allahabad, Madras, Calcutta, Deliu and 
Pune which provide training to students 
in all the subjects of printing technology. 
These schoob offer full-time and part-time 
courses in printing technology. i2th pass 
candidates who are 17 to 20 years of age 
are eligible for Diploma course in Print¬ 
ing Technology. 

Self-Employment 

There are plenty of self-employment 
opportunities for sdiool leavers. Broadly 
speaking these are in the fields of Trade 
and Business, Manufacturing, Professional 
Practice and Free Lancing. A candidate 
interested in self-employment may engage 
in a retail shop, wholesale dealership, 
commission agency, general order supplier, 
real-estate business, bakery, confectionary, 
furniture shops, binding, catering services 
for marriage parties etc., selling, 
coitunerical typing, petition writing, stamp 
vending, chembt shop etc. There are many 
other such self-employment avenues 
which may be taken up, depending upon 
the aptitude, ex|>erience, family business 
and competition in the dose vicinity. 

There are various schemes under 
which loans at subsidised rates are pro¬ 
vided by various financial institutions. 
To name of few, TRYSEM, SEEUY and 
PMRY are there. Department of Indus¬ 
tries in every State also carries out entre¬ 
preneurship development programmes 
for persons interested in any of the manu¬ 
facturing activities. Irained perscHU are 
then provided aU possible assbtance by 
the government to set up small and me¬ 
dium sized manufacturing facilities. 
Loans for self-employment axe abo pro¬ 
vided by the Commercial Banks, State 
Financial Corporations and various other 
private and government lending institu¬ 
tions. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 

Transform Your Personality 


0 ^ major misconception nursed by 
young men and women is that they 
ate bom with a certain personality and that 
nothing muclr can be done to cliange it. In 
other words, they condemn diemselves to 
a kind of mental, emotional and intellec* 
tual status quo and pass through life w ith- 
out realizing their real potential. 

Dr Rotter debunks this misconception 
with a single telling sentence: The 
presonality is learned. 

Personality is that magnetic and mys¬ 
terious something that is easy to recognize 
but difficult to define. It is not acquired 
from without, it is released from within. 

In all social relationships we constantly 
receive monitoring signals which govern 
ourfteedomofexpression.Asmile,afrown, , 
a hundred different subtle clues of approval { 
or disapproval, interest or lack of interest 
continually advise us how we are doing, 
whether we ate getting across. 

Such signals can, of course, be help¬ 
ful. But if you become too consciously con¬ 
cerned about what others think, mhibition 
and poor performance follow. 

"Who are the scholars who get 'rattled' 
in the recitation room?" asked William 
James. "Ihose who think of the possibili¬ 
ties of failure and feel the great importance 
of the act... Just as a bicycle chain may be 
too tight, so may one’s carefulness and 
conscientiousness be so tense as to hinder 
the running of one's mind." 

A salesnun, when he first left home, 
was painfully self-conscious, especially 
wf^ eating in a hotel. 

Why was he so ill at ease? He knew 
that he knew enough social etiquettes to 
get by. Why had he never felt ill at ease 
when eating in his home? It was because 
When he was eating there, he was not con¬ 
cerned about producing an effixt. 

Dr Albert Edward IMggatir, educator 
and psydiologist, in his eariy years, was so 


painfully self-conscious that he found it 
impossible to recite in school. 

He constantly fought his self-con¬ 
sciousness until one day he realized that 
his trouble was not self-consciousness at 
all, but "others-consciousness". 

He was sensitive to what others might 
think of everything he said or did. With 
this realization, he concentrated on devel¬ 
oping more self-corrsciousness: feeling, 
acting, behaving, thinking as he did when 
he was alone, ignoring how others nught 
feel. It worked, and in time he became a 
higlrly successful public speaker. 

"Conscience doth make cowards of us 
all", wrote Shakespeare. Conscience itself 
works in much the same way as an elec¬ 
tronic computer. 

Mind-feeding 

T he answers a computer gives are 
realiabie only if correct information has 
been stored in it before it is given prob¬ 
lems to solve. 

In the same way, if your basic beliefs 
are sound, conscience becomes a valuable 
guide m deciding what is morally right and 
wrong. But if your basic belies are not 
sound, your conscience can be misleading. 

If you are among those who suffer 
misery and failure because of inhibi¬ 
tion, you should deliberately practice 
disinhibition. You need to practice be- 
’ ing less careful, less concerned, less 
conscientious. 

"Personality" comes from two Latin 
words "per" meaning "through" and 
"sonare" which means "to sourtd". "Per¬ 
sonality", dius, is the medium throc^ 
which the self communicates and deals 
with the world. 

Apersondoes not exercise much cem- 
scious choice in presenting himself but 
there ate times when he is aware diat he 


can "choose" his personality, 'j^ke an ex¬ 
ample. You have an interview or appoint¬ 
ment widt a VIP. What Idfid of personality 
do you choose to project at that time? 
enviously, your best and the most pleas¬ 
ant me. 

This kind of nanipulalion is the lowest 
kind of personality. More important areas of 
your personality can be brought te) the con¬ 
scious plane and changed. All you require 
is the necessary kttow-how. 

Personality is never static. It is always 
in a flux. Do you have the same personal¬ 
ity today as you had 10 years ago? 

No. It has changed-for the better or 
the worse. If you agree to this concept, it 
will be easier to agree that most changes 
were the result of circumstances. In other 
words, you yourself did not exercise much 
conscious control over the changes. The 
choice was missing. 

It means that much of your personal¬ 
ity was a coating on you. You had made no 
effort to acquire it. 

Gordon Allport, another luminary in 
the held, says that the crux of personality 
is in interaction of tliree things; habits, traits 
and attitudes. Habit comprises a repetitive 
act. Trait is a tendency to do the sante tiling 
over and over again. Attitude is reflected 
in the expression of your opinions. 

Triology 

* I 'HIS triology has one thing in common; 

X it is acquired. If you tell lies, you 
learned that lying pays. You acquired it. If 
you aresynqiathetic, you acquired it Blink¬ 
ing tiiat it pays in the world. 

If strangers make you ill at ease, this 
is result of your watching people who felt 
likewise. The triology of habits, traits and 
attitudes can be learned in more than one 
way. They can also be unlearned. 

MidiUe-aged men go to gyms and 
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parlours. They are striving to recapture 
toeir youth. They are bravely trying to fight 
the onset of old age by giving themselves 
a new-look personality. 

Once they learn the techniques of 
transforming toeir selves, they change their 
old hair styles, begin to wear new kind of 
clothes and look more attractive. The sar¬ 
torial trumpets herald a new era in their 
life. Old-age-blues disappear. 

Deficiency 

W E are haunted by some sense of 
inadequacy. The task of changing 
personality revolves round making good 
that deficiency This amounts to devel¬ 
oping the "muscles" of penonality 
Suppose the personality to be changed 
is not essentially suffering from a sense of 
inadequacy but is only warped. In other 
words, how can a negative and neurotic 
personality be transformed? The task is 
difficult, not impossible. 

Dr Albert Ellis suggests that wrong 
personality stems from irrational attitudes. 
He has listed the following fallacies: an 
adult must be loved or approved for 
everythmg he does; anything not suiting 
or to our liking brings disaster; happiness 
stems from outside us, circumstances and 
people; unpleasantness should make us put 
up our heckles; difficulties should be 
avoided rather than faced; one 'must have a 
strong Moulder to lean on in times of aisis; 
a human being should be a picture of per¬ 
fection—an image of God—his maker. Less 
than that he deserves condemnation; oth¬ 
ers' sayings and actions are goir^ to play 
havoc with our life; happiness stems from 
non-activity and non-action. 

These irrational attitudes have to be 
fought on the battie-firont of rationalism. 


The essence of rationalism is; try so toat 
these attitudes surface; to destroy them 
with constant ratioiuil attacks; and then to 
subfititute them with positive and more 
rational ones. 

We have countless examples of young 
girls who after being ditch^ in love af¬ 
fairs develop an attitude of I-hate boys. 
Of course, their feelings are dominated 
by their sentiments. It means that once 
they Were dominated by the attitude that 
something w'hich dominated their life 
once should dominate it for all times to 
come. 

The logic behind this conception is 
open to objection. It is good to profit from 
one's past experiences but it is not intel¬ 
ligent to be attached to them. Worse still is 
the case of those who are dominated by 
them. It is the case of the past ruling the 
present and over-ruling the future! 

Such girls, when they resume normal 
activity, improve their educational qualifi¬ 
cation, inq>rove the shine on their face and 
personality, emerge from the shadows and 
enter a new and rewarding life in which 
love comes automatically. More rewards 
follow in due course of time. 

This approach is equally applicable to 
the attitude that bad actions are wrong and 
sinful and have to be punished with sever¬ 
ity. Guilt complex has resulted in a count¬ 
less number of men and women with 
bleeding hearts and wounded coi^ience. 
Their personality is understandably 
warped. 

Sudi people deny themselves all pleas¬ 
antness in life. They do all kinds of toings 
which invite unpleasantness. The neurotic 
personality is by and large distorted by 
several false attitudes. 

The return-back process is therefore 
much more complex but the important fee- 


tor to realize is that once we become aware 
of our false attitudes and their destructive 
effects on personality, we are more than 
willing to bring about the transformation. 

Expressive 

A good personality does not necessar- 
ly mean a popular personality. The 
two arc different things. A good personal¬ 
ity is one in which one is able to express 
himself or herself as a kind of person one 
really is. It is an expression of one's real, 
toner being, not a put-on. 

The most important step is to raise 
your personality to the conscioits le\'el and 
subject your habits, traits and attitude to a 
close and objective analysis. It is equally 
important to fix your objectives to a ratio¬ 
nal manner. The next step is to select one 
trait which takes you nearer to your goal 
and objective. Begin by taking one small 
habit and then put it to practice. 

No one else in the world can give you 
a new, more useful personalitj: There is only 
one being who can. It is YOU. You have to 
work for it, on it. 

Do not expect miracles. Changes to 
personality come through slowly and 
gradually. From the conscious level to the 
subconscious level is a small route but it 
takes a long time. 

Unless your changes sink into the 
subconscious, these will reamato rootless. 
Personality will go unchanged. Slowness 
should not result to desperation or de¬ 
feat. 

Small changes brought about slowly 
can work miracles. Acrons grow into 
mighty oak trees. William James, father of 
modem psychology, enunciated the prin¬ 
ciple that action can produce results as 
readily as emotion. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies 

Solved Questions on Expected Topics for the General Studies Papers, 199§ 


Q. 1. "Corruption in public life and services in India has 
reached enormous heights." Explain the dimensions of the prob¬ 
lem. Does the existing legal framework provide sufficient safe¬ 
guards against corruption? What steps do you suggest to tackle 
this problem effectively? 

Ans. 1. Starting mainly from the securities scam of the year 
1992 and 1993, India has b^n experiencing one scam after other. 
Not very distant in the past, Bofors payoffs had rocked the na¬ 
tion when allegations were levelled against many politicians 
Recent "Hawala" scam is different from Bofors to the extent that 
many accused persons have unabashedly admitted having re¬ 
ceived the payoffs, but for the "party fund" Many other scandles 
like Lakhubhai Pathak Forgery case, Harshad Mehta payoffs, 
Telecom Scandles, Urea Scam etc have also come to the notice of 
the nation during recent 
years, mvolvmg top politi¬ 
cians and bureaucrats of the 
country This type of wide¬ 
spread bribery is unmatched 
by any such mcident m any 
part of the world 

Unnecessary controls, 
undue secrecy, centralisation 
of authority and lack of trans¬ 
parency in government func¬ 
tioning are some of the 
important causes which breed corruption in public life and ser¬ 
vices. The existing legal framework to deal with this menace 
includes the statutes like Indian Penal Code, the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, the Representation of People Act, various other 
related local Acts and the Conduct Rules for the public servants 
Some of the States have created the institution of Lokuyukta (Om¬ 
budsman) but the Centre is yet to set up ffie mstitution of Lokpal, 
to check corruption in public life and affairs The existing stat¬ 
utes are sufficient to prevent and punish pubhc servants indulg¬ 
ing in corrupt practices but most of the politicians may not f^ 
in ffte definition of public servant, for the purp'O-se of the Preven¬ 
tion of Corruption Act. There is, thus, a need to expand the scop*' 
of the said Act. Moreovei; the proposed bill on the Lokpal at tiie 
Coitre and Lokayuklas at the States should have a wider scope to 
have all the politicians, at all levels and positions, within Its 
aihbit. 

To deal wiffi the growing menace of corruption more effec¬ 


tively, the following measures are suggested: 

(a) Strengthen and modify the existing legal statutes to make 
them more stringent. 

{b) To bring Ae politicians witiiin effective legal framework 
and declare all such politicians ineligible for political life, who 
indulge in any type of corruption. 

(c) Bring in more transparency in the affairs of the govern¬ 
ment. 

(d) Contributions to the political parties should be legalised, 
(c) Punishment in corruption cases should be made more 

stringent and harsh 

(/) Anti-corruption wings of the Central and the State gov¬ 
ernments should be strengthened and made independent. 

(g) Government functioning should be made at^Iutely trans¬ 
parent. 


Q. 2. What are " Adminiatmd 
Prices"? Describe the rarionale of 
having administered prices in a 
developing economy. Also de¬ 
scribe the need to, and impact of, 
recent hike in the administered 
prices of petroleum products. 

Ans. 2. In every developing 
economy, some degree of govern¬ 
ment control is necessary to en¬ 
sure equitable distribution, availability and reasonable pricing of 
some essential and scarce commodities. The mechanism adopted 
for this purpose is known as, "Administered prices". Since inde¬ 
pendence, this machanism of administered prices is being used 
in India to control and regulate the paces of commodity like 
coal, diesel, petroleum, LFG etc. Most of these items are scarce 
and limited in availability. Being essential commodities, the 
government has kqpt the control over prices with it. In case of 
Diesal, Petrol and U^G, the international prices at timhs keep on 
fluctuating. While at times the govemmort may need to subsidise 
the prices, at times it may try to recoup the deficit. 

In a developing country like ours, administered price mecha¬ 
nism becomes essential to keep the prices at reasonable levels as 
well as to ensure availability. The government has also taken 
some legislative and admmistrativc measures to ensure that these 
controls are effectively executed. But, witti the improving levr^ 
of economic development he controls may be lifted grading. 


This feature has been specially prepared fo help the aspiring 
candidates of Cwil Services (Mam) examination have an idea 
of type of questions that are asked in the General Studies 
paper and the way these questions are to k answered While 
in previous issuer we had given selected questions from pre¬ 
vious examinations, this issue incorporates topics wImIi our 
experts feel might be asked in this year's examination 
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Ihe aampie of cement and sugar prices can be taken in which 
some quantity of production was covered under the adminis¬ 
tered price mechanism, while the remaining.production was al¬ 
lowed to be sold at the prevailing market rale determined by the 
forces of demand and supply. A couple of years ago, the govern¬ 
ment had decided to do away with dual pricing policy for ce¬ 
ment, as the supply of cement was considered to be sufficient to 
meet the demand. The government is seriously contemplating 
changes in the Public Distribution System and excluding non¬ 
poors from its operation. If this takes place, the percentage of 
levy sugar in the total production of sugar is likely to come 
down considerably. 

Recent hikes in the administered prices of Petroleum, Diesel 
and LPG have been criticised by many sections being "exces¬ 
sive". 30 per cent rise in prices (in case of diesal which was 
reduced to 15 per cent later) is one ot the highest increase ever. 
The government maintained that since 1992, there was no in¬ 
crease in these prict'S while the prices in tlic international market 
had increased significantly. The deficit in oil pool was described 
to be excessive and even after tlris hike, considerable deficit in 
the said pool would remain. The government also maintained 
that during the past four years the price level had gone up with¬ 
out corresponding rise in tlie administered prices of these prixl- 
ucls. Undoubtedly, the hike is going to have its bearing on the 
price level. The rate ot inflation, which had gone down to the 
level of 4 per cent, reached 5.33 per cent within a fortnight of the 
hike and continued to increase thereafter. 

Q. 3. What is CTBT? Why was it in the news recently? De¬ 
scribe the main controversial issues in the draft of the Treaty. 
What is India's stand on the treaty and what are the options after 
India's veto of CTBT Draft? 

Ans. 3. CTBT stands for Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. Dur¬ 
ing the second world war, the world had witnessed the devastat¬ 
ing capabilities of nuclear weapons. The stock ot tliese weapons 
increased manifold with the 5 nuclear powers which indudi's 
the USA, the UK, France, Russia and China, particularly during 
the cold war years during seventies and eighties. As per one 
estimate the five nuclear powers had carried out over 2000 tests 
up to 1995 and possessed over 16,000 nuclear weapons upto 
1995, which are sufficient to destroy tliis planet several times 
More than 50 per cent of the weapons are held by the USA alone. 
Efforts were made by the humanity in the past to control the 
production of such weapons for the future. In the year 1971, the 
world community signtKl the Non-l’rolifcralion Treaty (NPT). 
Main provisions of the treaty were that non-nuclear countries 
wore not allowed to pursue the development of nuclear technol¬ 
ogy, though there was no such restriction on the 5 nuclear pow¬ 
ers and the nuclear powers were prohibited from disseminating 
the informiition on nuclear woaponr)' to non-nuclear countries. 
India had opposed the NPT from the very beginning, mainly on 
the grounds of it being discriminatory against the non-nuclear 
countries on the one hand, and lack of disarmament clause in it, 
on the other. Since then it had been demanding a comprehensive 


treaty which is non-discriminatory as well as also aimed at re¬ 
ducing the stock of existing nuclear weapons and warheads. The 
world community, in May 1995, permanently extended the NPT 
but again, India was not a signatory to it and stuck to its earlier 
stand. 

Fresh talks on a comprehensive ban cm nuclear testing started 
in January 1994 in Geneva. Several countries, including India, 
recommended a comprdiensive treaty to replace the Nl^. Such 
comprehensive treaty was sought to have an in-built time-bound 
pLm for global disarmament which would gradually result in 
total destruction of existing nuclear weapons, in a phased man¬ 
ner. The United States of America wanted to have some legal 
basis for the treaty so that it could be enforced by the United 
Nations. 

Draft Treaty and Controversial Issues: 44 nations were iden¬ 
tified as signatories to the treaty. U.K., Russia and Cliina demand 
that the five nuclear powers and three "threshold" nations (In¬ 
dia, Pakistan and Israel) should sign the treaty as original mem¬ 
bers, while all other participating countries who have nuclear 
reactor programme should sign the treaty. The UN also requires 
that before tlie treaty, as circulated to the member-nations for 
approval, the draft be approved by all the 44 participating na¬ 
tions. It any of the nations does not approve the draft, it would 
be deemed to have been vetoed. The approved draft was re¬ 
quired to reach the United Nations by Sept 18,1996 and as per 
the original schedule, the member-countries were required to 
ratify the treaty, latest by January 1999. 

The draft of the treaty, which was discussed by 61 participat¬ 
ing countries in August, 1996, includes a provision for compre¬ 
hensive ban on the nuclear tests and proliferation of nuclear 
capabilities. In the original draft even the peaceful explosions 
were banned but after a request received trom China, it was 
agreed to incorporate a clause to review Peaceful Nuclear Explo¬ 
sions after 10 years of the Treaty. The Treaty also has a provision 
for a periodical physical inspections of nuclear installations, 
weapons, warheads etc to ensure that no country carries out any 
activity contrary to the provisions of the Treaty. The draft CTBT 
also provided for political aiid economic sanctioas against the 
nations which violate any of the clauses of the Treaty. 

There are two main controversial issues on which 61 na¬ 
tions, which were discussing to decide legal and political basis 
for the Treaty, deliberated at length. The first unresolved issue is 
"Entry into Force" clause. This provision contained in Article 
XIV of the Chairman's speech on the draft of the Treaty states 
that by January 1999, when all the participating natbns ratify 
and sign the Treaty, CTBT will enter into Force. America has also 
suggested that even if all the countries do not ratify the Treaty by 
the due date, the ratification procedure should be amended to 
ensure its enforcement. This suggestion is apparently aimed at 
sidelining the objections raised by India. The second controver¬ 
sial issue is with regard to the "Verification Regime", which pro¬ 
vides for penal action against the defaulters. The identification 
of defaulters and physical verifications for legal action are two 
related problems on which most of the participating countries 
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had diverse views. Upgrading of IntemaUonal Monitoring Sta¬ 
tions was anodier related issue. 

India's Stand and Options: India was opposed to the draft 
right from the beginning. Indian Ambassador Ms Arundhati 
Chose criticised the draft treaty as merely a "Nuclear Weapons 
Test Explosion Ban Treaty", as it had nothing for destroying the 
existing nuclear warheads. Moreover, possibilities of non-explo¬ 
sive testing and upgradation of existing nuclear warhead deliv¬ 
ery systems were not covered to be checked by the draft. 

While Pakistan insisted that there should not be any change 
in the "Entry into Force" clause, India severely criticised this 
clause and opposed it. It was described by Ms Chose as "imprec- 
edented in the history of International treaties that a sovereign 
nation is required to sign a treatj' against its will under implied 
threats". She, thus, made Indian stand clear by rejecting this 
clause altogether in any form and refused to send it to the Con¬ 
ference on Disarmament (CD) under any ciiciunstanses. After 
detailed discussions, India formally vetoed the CTBT draft in 
August 1996. 

After the Indian veto, CD had three options as under: 

(ii) Recommend to the UN General Assembly that there was 
no consensus on the draft in the Ad-Hoc Committee. Such an 
option was a diluted basis for a CTBT. 

{b) Re-introduce the text (draft) of the CTBT, vetoed by In¬ 
dia. But tliis option was only political, not procedural. 

(c) Send back the report to the Ad-Hock Committee for fur¬ 
ther work, as was suggested by some participating countries. 

Notwithstanding the global pressure, mainly from the USA, 
Indian veto of the text of the CTBT has reaffirmed her resolve 
and stand on the NPT. Unless the five nuclear powers bind them¬ 
selves to gradual and phased destruction of existing nuclear 
arsenal, CTBT in its present form is also going to be discrimina¬ 
tory. India has done well to resist arm-twisting by the 5 nuclear 
powers while exercising her sovereign right to veto any Interna¬ 
tional Treaty which runs contrary to its national interests and 
security. 

Q. 4. Answer the following questions; 

(fl) What were tlie causes that led to Quit India Movement? 
Describe brirfly the events and the marmer in which the move¬ 
ment was handled by the British government. 

(b) ".Ours is a non-violent battle. We are not to kill 

anybody but it is our Dharma to see that the curse of this gov¬ 
ernment is blotted out." In the light of above statement of Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi, describe die rationale and events of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. 

Ans. 4. {a) Then? were many causes which led to Quit India 
Movement, as under; 

(i) The British government, without consulting tlie Indians, 
declared India also as a warring nation on bdhalf of the British. 
It was realised jhat the presence of Britishers in India was an 
open invitation to the Japanese to invade India. 

(ii) The offer of the Indian National Congress to help the 
Britl^ goverrunent in the hour of crises was not reciprocated 


adequately by British, who were evasive and rron-oonuitittal on 
the issues of independence to India after the war. 

(Hi) The long drawn nationalist movement resulted in the 
patience of the leaders weathering out and they wanted a strong 
movement to throw the Britishers out. 

(iv) Failure of Cripps Mission to provide satisfactory solu¬ 
tion to Indian problem was also responsible for the launching of 
Quit India Movement. 

(p) Reverses faced by Allied Froces conviiKed the Indians 
that the Europeans were not an invincible race and could be 
defeated and thrown out. Although Indians were opposed to the 
Fascist forces, yet Japanese conquests and the role of Indian Na¬ 
tional Army encouraged the Indians to launch a fresh movement 
to throw out the British. 

On tire night of August 8,1942, All India Congress Commit¬ 
tee which met at Bombay, proposed launching of a mass move¬ 
ment under the leadership of Gandhiji, called the "Quit India 
Movement". But before the movement could be for.Tially 
launched, the British government arrested Mahtma Gandhi and 
other Congress leaders and the Indian National Congress was 
declared illegal. Even without leaders, Indians observed strikes 
and hartal in industrial establishments, business establishments, 
schools and colleges. The British government suppressed the 
movement with a heavy hand. People were arrested, latiti-charged 
and fired upon. Angry crowds destroyed government offices and 
buildings as a mark of protest. Althou^ Bengal and Madras 
were the most atiected States, the movement also spread to the 
provinces of U.P., Bihar, Orissa and Andhra Pradesh. Parallel 
governments were temporarily set up at many places. 

The oppressive measures adopted by the Britbhers left over 
10,000 persons dead in police and military firing, with tlwu- 
sands injured. The press was completely blacked out. Prisoners 
were tortured. Agitating villagers had to pay huge sums as pu¬ 
nitive fines. Finally, the government succeeded in crushing the 
movement. But the intensity of the movement reflected the strong 
feelings which the Indian masses had against the alieftregime. It 
was also a reflection of the nationalist feeling among me people, 
even when they were left without any leader. 

Ans. 4. (b) After 1921, there was a lull in the nationalist 
movement. The period from 1921 to 1927 has been that of 
reorganisation and emergence of new forces. In between, tiie 
revolutionary movement and leftist movement emerged on the 
Indian scene. A major event was the Civil Disobedience Move¬ 
ment of 1930. There were several causes and rationale which led 
to the start of the movement by Gandhiji which are as under; 

(i) New militant spirit which emerged in the Congress due 
to the rise of young leaders like Jawahar Lai Nehru and Netaji 
Subhas Bose during 1928-29 changed the nature and metirods of 
the Congress and the newly risen leaders were eager to start a 
mass movement to oust ffie foreign power. 

(ii) The famous resolution of the Congress passed at its ses¬ 
sion at Lahore on December 31,1929, declared total indepen¬ 
dence or Pooma Swaraj as its objective. The Congress had decided 
to launch a mass movement, leaving it to the discretion of Ma- 
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hatma Gandhi as to how it was to be planned and executed. 

(Hi) Ihe spirit and tationale of Civil Disobedience Move¬ 
ment was reflected by the famous Dandi March by Gandhiji to 
protest against die tax levied by the British govemnunt on making 
even the salt. Salt was chosen by him, as this commodity was 
used by everyone, including the poorest persons and tax on salt 
afiected the poorest of die people too. Hence, it helped the move¬ 
ment to become a mass movement. 

Gandhiji's movement was peaceful in the beginning. In many 
parts of the country people started violating the salt laws. There 
were peaceful hartals and demonstrations leading to "Boycott" 
and "Swadeshi" in many parts of the country. People disobeyed 
the authority of the Britishers and refused to pay common taxes 
like land revenue, chmukidara tax and rent. Yhmen and students 
participated in the movement in large numbers. The movement 
not only found its way into the rural areas in large parts of the 
country, but also reached the remote corners in some cases. There 
were a few incidents of refusal to obey the orders to open fire by 
some of die soldiers which meant that the feeling of nationalism 
had penetrated into the minds of all sections of the society. 

As in case of most of the movements, the British govern¬ 
ment came down heavily on the satyagrahLs. Over 90,000 per¬ 
sons, including Congress leaders, were arrested. Official estimates 
put the number of dead at 110 and injured at 300, while unoffi¬ 
cial estimate puts this number much higher. The Civil Disobedi¬ 
ence Movement has its own place and importance in Indian 
Nationalist movement. It put a new life in the movement and 
involvement of the masses increased the awareness among them. 
The reign of suppression let loose by the Britishers further con¬ 
vinced the Indian masses that it was high time to seek indepen¬ 
dence from the foreign rule. The movement further kept alive the 
negotiations for power transfer in the form of Round Table Con¬ 
ferences and also resulted into passing the government of India 
Act of 1935, which later form^ tlie basis for formulating the 
Indian C^titution. 

Q. 5. "Judiciary in India has assumed enormous power in 
the recent 3 rearB." In light of the above statement, do you find 
any contradiction mth the constitutional provision for supremacy 
of the Parliament? Are any safeguards necessary against the so 
called "judicial activism" in vogue? 

Ans. 5. Fundamental Rights are considered to be the most 
inqjortant and pragmatic manifestations of democracy in Indian 
political system. It was realised by ffie makers of the Coretitu- 
tion that written Fundamental Rights were of no use if proper 
protection was not provided to these basic rights. Hence the 
concept of Rule of Law was introduced which assures equality 
before law on the one hand, and protection of fundamental rights 
by the High Courts and the Supreme Court on the other. At the 
same time, tiie Constitution also provides for the supremacy of 
the Parliament. But many laws, acts and statutes passed by the 
legislature are struck down by the Supreme Court every year, 
being ultra vires of the Corutitutional provisions. 

While in America, Judiciary h<is assumed supreme position. 


in England the parliament has an upper hand. India has a happy 
blaid of both ffiese concepts. Any act of the legislahire which 
contravenes any of the furidamental ri^ts of the citizens can be 
struck down by the Supreme Court. This "Judicial Review" does 
not provide die Judiciary wiffi die power to scrutinise the wis¬ 
dom of legislative policy. 

The above constitutional position has, however, been expe¬ 
riencing gradual change in favour of the Judiciary. Over the years 
now, the Supreme Court has evolved a concept called "Basic 
Feature" concept which has put restrictions on die power of the 
Parliament to amend the Constitution. Every amendment to the 
Constitution is subject to the judicial review and any amend¬ 
ment which aims at altering the basic features of the Constitu¬ 
tion, is struck down by the Supreme Court. Another important 
development which has strengthened the Judiciary since eight¬ 
ies, is the concept of public interest litigation where a person 
himself need not be an aggrieved party, if he wishes to approach 
any court of law. Moreover any matter of public interest can be 
taken to the courts for adjudication by any person. 

Recent years have witnessed the Judiciary assisting actively 
in exposing the cases of corruption in public life. It has also been 
observed that people are approaching the courts on various 
matters of administrative nature and where considered expedi¬ 
ent, the courts have been providing relief to the aggrieved per¬ 
sons. Even in the matters pertaining to executive and legislature, 
the courts have been intervening and ensuring that no arbitrary 
acts of these two organs of the government infringe upon anyone's 
fundamental rights and alter the basic features of the Constitu¬ 
tion. Such instances are far too many. 

The acts of Judiciary have largely been appreciated by the 
media as well as the common man. Judiciary today is provid¬ 
ing desired relief against the arbitrary acts of the Executive and 
the Legislature. But views are expressed at times that the Judi¬ 
ciary in India has assumed enormous powers and in the years 
to come, it may result in distortions in the system if certain 
safeguards are not taken. Some of the safeguards recommended 
are as under: 

(a) There is a need to have All India Judicial Service, so that 
the best talent is attracted to join this service. The judicial officers 
of this service must be provided best possible service conditions 
to ensure their free and fair execution of duties. 

(b) The government by statute, or the apex court by its 
order, should lay down specific limits in administrative and leg¬ 
islative matters so that the courts subordinate to it to function 
within the prescribed limits. This would bring an end to unnec¬ 
essary conffict of the Judiciary with the ofliet organs of the gov¬ 
ernment. 

(c) Hiere should be some objective criteria in selection of 
legal experts to the posts of supenor Judiciary to do away with 
political and subjective considerations. This would result in free 
and independent functioning of the Judidary. 

(d) Supreme Court should have an exclusive division to 
consider the Constitutional nuitters. Moreover, computerisation 
of all High Court and Supreme Court orders, alongwitii tiieir 
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categorisation and cataloguing would inunenseiy assist the judges 
of these courts to quickly and rapidly scan through the earlier 
orders in similar matters. This would result in early disposal of 
cases and more coherence in the orders. 

sj. 6. What do you understand by democratic 
decentralisation? What steps have been taken to ensure this? Do 
you think that decentralised democracy and planning would offer 
a panacea to most of the problems in the rural areas? Will the 
attempted empowerment of women have a positive impact on 
their socio-economic condition in the rural areas? 

Ans. 6. India is known as the largest democracy of the world. 
The roots of democracy in India are deeply entrenched and the 
derrxocratic institutions liave grown to the level of maturity in 
India now. In many States, Panchayati Raj-institutions have con¬ 
tinued to exist since long. Such institutions have been strength¬ 
ened from time to time. Some of the States had earlier adopted 
the Balwant Rai Mehta Committee recommendation and intro- 
d uced a three-tier system of Panchayati Raj Institutions. But many 
States were not keen in introducing the Panchayati Raj institu- 
tior\s and as a result, decentralisation of the democracy was not. 
achieved. Reason for such reluctance was that there was no con¬ 
stitutional provision providing for democratic decentralisation. 

Rajiv Gandhi government was very keen to provide consti¬ 
tutional status to the Panchayati Raj Institutions, but his efforts 
could not succeed. It was then left to Narasimha Rao govern¬ 
ment to introduce the Panchayati Raj Institutions, tliereby taking 
the democracy to the grass-root level. Introduction of the 
Panchayati Raj Institutions in the Indian Constitution lias en¬ 
sured that no government in the States can now dither in getting 
the timely elections to these institutions. This has provided demo¬ 
cratic institutions right at the village level and fulfilled, to some 
extent, the long cherished dream of Mahatma Gandhi. Many 
States which did not adopt this decentralised form of democ¬ 
racy, had to adopt it as per the Constitution and elections in 
many such States have already taken place for the Panchayats 
and other related institutions. 

There are no two views on the axiom that "India lives in 
her villages.” With predominantly rural population of over 70 
per cent, rural development has continued to be a problem in 
India. In a typically dualistic economy, rural areas have lagged 
behind in the process of economic development. The problems 
in rural areas ate many. Besides basic needs ol roads, water and 
electricity, the economic problems like lack of economic activ¬ 
ity, lack of employment opportuitities, poor cleanliness and 
sanitation, poor productivity of the agricultural sector, poor 
health and medical facilities, irwdequate educational facilities 
etc., are some of the glaring problems need ng immediate a» • 
tention. Under the amended Constitution every State govern¬ 
ment is expected to have a State Finance Commission which 
would lecoounend the State revenues to be shared with the 
Panchayati Raj Institutions. The Commission would also ex¬ 
plore the possibility of additional resource mobilisation by these 
institutions. Decentralized planning is the logical extension of 


this system and these newly constituted local bodies are ex¬ 
pected to cater to the bcal needs to ensure that most of tlw 
problems at the local level are sorted out. While die govern¬ 
ment investment in the areas like roads, electricity, water, irri¬ 
gation etc. would continue, in addition to the Central 
government investment on telecommunication, post and tde- 
graphs, infrastructure, banking facilities etc, the local bodies 
are expected to take up the matters of local interat like poverty 
alleviation, local housing to the poor, employment generation, 
generation of forward and backward linkages for the lofcal pro¬ 
duce and its marketing, local artisans and their welfare, pri¬ 
mary education etc. 

The constitutional amendment on Panchayati Raj also lays 
adequate emphasis on empowerment of rural women. Soc^ 
economic and historical reasons have resulted in exploitation of 
women in the rural areas. Oepite many programmes to uplift 
the rural women, their lot has not experienced the desired im¬ 
provement. The new democratic decentralisation, thus aims at 
providing 30 per cent reservation for women, so that they get 
adequate representation in the process of commimity decision 
making. This change is likely to improve the socio-economic 
condition of the women in the rural areas in due course of time. 
With 30 per cent women at the democratic and economic deci¬ 
sion making level at the Panchayati Raj Block and Zila Parishad 
level, a discernible change is likely to be experienced in the socio¬ 
economic and political lot of the women in the rural' society in 
the years to come. 

Q. 7. "Five-year period of reforms has ushered in an era ol 
rapid economic development and prosperity." Critically analyse 
this statement. Wth United Front (UF) government at the Centre, 
what is the future of reforms? 

Ans. 7. As per the update of the Economic Survey re¬ 
leased by the UF government before the presentation of the 
budget for 1996-97, the Eighth Five Year Plan, during its first 
four years ending March 31,1996, has achieved an average 
annual growth rate of 5.9 per cent. This achievement so far is 
higher than the plan target of 5.6 per cent of the GDP. During 
the previous financial year, growth rate of the GDP was as 
high as 7 per cent and diat too without much assistance from 
the primary sector. Growth rate of the industrial sector was 
11.7 per cent while the service sector grew by 7 per cent Rate 
of inflation was also as low as 4.2 per cent at the end of the 
year. Foreign exchange reserves were at comfortable level of 
about $ 17 billion and the growth rate of exports in dollar 
terms was over 20 per cent for the third year in a row. Gross 
domestic savings, which were a cause of concern between 
1991-92 to 1993-94 and had gone as low as 21.2 per cent the 
GDP during 1992-93 were again at a comfortable leyel of 24.4 
per cent of the GDP during the year 1994,-95, the latest year 
for which these figures am available.. 

the above scenario, whoi compared widi the ettonomic acme 
in 1990-91, is quite encouraging, hbinly dim to sustained growiii 
! of exporte, inerts and the Forrign Direct Investment 

NOVSMBER >86 GOMPETtriON MASnm lit 


which was to the tune of $ 2 billion during the previous financial 
year—the industrial sector is upbeat. If the budget for the year 
1996-97, presented by Mr E Chidambaram, is any indication, 
industrial upsurage is going to stay. Pro-Agriculture measures 
taken by Deve Gowda government are likely to enhance the 
agricultural production considerably, particularly witli a good 
monsoon tliis year, which is eighth year of good monsoon in a 
row. This year's budget lays specific emphasis on the growth of 
infra-structure and in the years to come this sector is going to 
contribute significantly to the over-all growth rate. The new 
government has also made its intentions on the public sector 
known. The new policy on disinvestment of public equity is 
likely to have a positive effect on the functioning and profit¬ 
ability of the public sector. The United Front government "has 
also resolved to take up the unfinished task of financial sector 
reforms and is likely to take up comprehensive reforms in the 
insurance sector during 1997-98. It, therefore, appears that an 
era of rapid growth and overall well being of the economy has 
emerged. 

But then, there are some grey areas also. Poverty alleviation 
and rural development remained low on the agenda of the pre¬ 
vious government, particularly during its first three years. Though 
the overall incomes have grown, the income disparities have not 
narrowed down and tlic number of poor persons has, infact, 
gone up during the period of reforms. Investment in social sec¬ 
tor, including welfare, rural development, health and sanitation 
and education has remained stagnant. Even the agricultural sec¬ 
tor has not received the attention it actually desen^ed. Capital 
investment and modernisation in agriculture has continued to 
remain low and no serious efforts have been made in the process 
of reforms to consolidate this important sector, which could re¬ 
sult in higher productivity and thus higher production. The .sce¬ 
nario of fiscal deficit is also not cheerful. Despite its claims and 
efforts, the government has not been able to contam the fiscal 
deficit within safe limits, thanks to high non-plan expenditure, 
debt servicing commitments and high level of subsidies. In ad¬ 
dition, the fruits of rapid economic development have failed to 
trickle down to tire rural poor, resulting in skewed redistribution 
of economic gains. 

The new government at the Centre appears to be tackling 
these issues seriously, while deciding to go ahead with the 
process of economic reforms. One of the main obstacle in the 
way of high FDI has been the apprehension of political insta¬ 
bility and uncertainty about the economic policies of the fu¬ 
ture governments. Hence, the indication that the process of 
structural reforms is going to continue, is a welcome develop¬ 
ment and the future gains from reforms are also likely to be 
more. 

Q. 8. The table below gives statistics relating to the number 
of locomotives of different types such as steam, diesel and elec¬ 
tric as well as the number of coaching carriages and the number 
of wagons, which were operated on the Indian Railways during 
1950-51,1960-61,1965-66,1970-71 and each year from 1972 to 
1978. 



Number of Locomotives 

No. of No. of 
coaching wagons 
carriages 

Year 

Steam 

Diesel 

Electric 

Total 

1950-51 

8,110 

17 

72 

8,199 

18,608 

2,05,595 

1960-61 10,312 

181 

131 

10,624 

28,440 

3,07,907 

1965-66 10,613 

727 

403 

11,743 

32,890 

3,70,020 

1970-71 

9,387 

1,170 

602 

11,159 

35,745 

3,83,990 

1972-73 

8,900 

1,430 

670 

11,000 

35,996 

3,84,282 

1973-74 

8,850 

1,610 

670 

11,130 

36,420 

3,88,365 

1974-75 

8,650 

1,702 

730 

11,082 

36,565 

3,90,965 

1975-76 

8,490 

1,803 

795 

11,088 

36,818 

3,95,210 

1976-77 

8,260 

1,903 

845 

11,008 

36,795 

3,97,775 

1977-78 

8,220 

2,025 

901 

11,146 

37,220 

3,99,970 


What conclusions can be drawn from the above table with 
regard to various types of traction utilisation of coaches and 
wagons? Keeping the above statistics in view, what measures are 
called for to gear up tlw railway services to meet the growing 
needs of Indian economy? 

Ans. 8. The following conclusions can be drawn from the 
above figures about the traction utilisation of coaches and wag¬ 
ons; 

(a) During tlie period 1950-51 to 1977-78, the total number 
of locomotives increased from 8,199 to 11,146. The number of 
locomotives of all types have remamed almost stagnant during 
1960-61 to 1977-78, while after 1965-66 to 1977-78, the number of 
total locomotives came down from 11,743 to 11,146. 

(b) The composition of the total locomotives available is 
changing gradually. Number of steam locomotives has almost 
remained same at 8,220 in 1977-78, as compared to 8,110 in 1950- 
51, after peaking at 10,613 in 1965-66. 

(c) Number of diesel locomotives has been increasing 
smartly and has gone up from just 17 in 1950-51 to 2,025 in 
1977-78. Electric locomotives are also increasing but with a 
slower pace and have risen from 72 to 901 during the same 
period. 

id) Number of coaching carriages has doubled from 18,608 
in 1950-51 to 37,220 in 1977-78. Number of wagons has also 
almost doubled from 2,05,595 to 3,99,970 during the same pe¬ 
riod. 

(c) Steam engines are being phased out and largely being 
replaced by diesel locomotives. Number of electric locomotives 
is increasing slowly, as relatively lesser tracks have electric lines 
to accommodate such engines. 

(/) The public carrying capacity, so far as coaching carriages 
arc concerned, has doubled but the availability of total number 
of engines has risen by just 35.9 per cent. In other words, the 
pressure on the locomotives is on the rise. 

(g) Number of transport wagons has also increased almost 
by double, with the above mentioned increase in the availability 
of locdmotives. Though the utilisation of locomotives might have 
increased, but the pressures on the locomotives also might have 
increased considerably. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Ragging in Colleges 

Q. Ragging in Colleges should be 
banned. Substantiate the statement with 
your views based on observations, knowb 
edge and reading. 

Ans. Ragging in colleges, especially 
in the professional ones, has assumed dan¬ 
gerous dimensions and calls for immedi¬ 
ate remedial measures. Ragging, as a 
practice borrowed and distorted beyond 
recognition and redemption, was an iimo- 
cenlt expression of jokes and gestures to¬ 
wards freshers or new entrants in British 
institutions of higher learning In the ini¬ 
tial stages of English-oriented education 
introduced after Macaulay's concept of 
Education for Indians during the British 
Rule in Lrdia, ragging was confined to some 
harmless acts of introduction, jokes and the 
like. Bui, like every good thing that has 
gone down the slope and become an in¬ 
strument of terror and tribulation, ragging 
too has become a matter of deep conster¬ 
nation and concern that should brook 
no delay in curbing it in the present 
fearful form. If need be, any art of rag¬ 
ging, that borders on harming the help¬ 
less victim with physical or mental 
aberrations, should be made a cogni¬ 
zable offence and thus banned without 
any further delay. 

If rigging vitiates the election process 
and renders it null and void, ragging that 
causes anguish and agony to the affected 
person, violates human dignity. Newspa¬ 
per reports, even if taken with a pinch of 
salt, describe many "unmentionable" acts 
of ragging that can break anybody's pa¬ 
tience and forbearance. In certain ca.ses, the 
sensitive minds are driv^ to take such 
course after having been harassed and hu¬ 
miliated in the name of 'introduction', 
'hand-shaking' and tlie like that their en¬ 


tire personality is shaken and the psyche 
inside shattered. Ragging becoming an in¬ 
strument of sadistic pleasure for the per¬ 
petrator, and a state of near nervous 
break down for the victim, is a matter that 
should make all academicians, administra¬ 
tors and right thinking people sit up to 
shake off their indifference to the growing 
menace on campuses and hostels. 

The abject attitude of casualness and 
callousness towards problems, both minor 
and major, should be given a go-bye by 
I those in whose hands the responsibility of 
young entrants or first-year students is 
reposed. If the things are allowed to dete¬ 
riorate in the name of some treacherous 
tradition or coercive custom, that day is 
not far off when 'suicides' or 'murders' 
would become a part of campus life If 
ragging has to contmue as a legacy of the 
'Raj', it has to be freed from the tentacles of 
torture, tyranny and trauma, both in letter j 
and spirit. 

Problem.s of Green Revolution 

Q. Some people think that even the 
Green Revolution has created prob¬ 
lems. Give your views on the statement 
in the light of your experience, read¬ 
ing and inter-action with experts, if 
any. 

Ans. If it were possible to have de¬ 
velopment without destruction and in¬ 
creased production in fields/farms and 
j factories without pollution, the world at 
large would have been spared the spectre 
of so many ills that oom large over the 
land, space and water. No doubt, the spec¬ 
tacular success of Green Revolution in In¬ 
dia has warded off the constant threat of 
famine or scarcity of food-grains afflict¬ 
ing some part or other of this vast coun¬ 
try. The stigma of living in a situation 


where import of food-grains on a mas¬ 
sive scale was inescapable, is no more a 
taunting torment to our self-respect and 
self-reliance. Not only has the Green Revo¬ 
lution brought prosperity to th® Indian 
farmers in some States, it has also filled 
the granaries to the full to face anv even¬ 
tuality in future. But, ironically enough, 
the gift of Green Revolution is not with¬ 
out a bagful of problems that it has 
caused and if some experts are worried 
on this account, their fears are genuine 
and based on the ground realities. 

The problems that stare us in face 
include excessive use of chemicals, in¬ 
creased salinity, silting of dams and dis¬ 
location of people when* such dams are 
constructed or arc under construction, 
submersion of fertile land and forests in 
the lakes that result from the making of 
big dams, water-logging, regional dispari¬ 
ties in production and prosperity and the 
mounting agricultural subsidies on vari¬ 
ous counts. According to a World Bank 
report, increased use of fertilizer in irri¬ 
gated areas has also become a cause for 
concern as marginal returns to fertilizer 
use are peaking. Besides, water shortage 
threatens to become India's greatest envi¬ 
ronmental crisis. 

In the opinion of experts, and they 
are quite a large in number and knowl¬ 
edge, agricultural practices such as the 
use of fertilisers and insecticides, irriga¬ 
tion and crop rotation, are seriously dam¬ 
aging India's ecology Some of the 
consequences of these practices include 
deforestation, poor soil health, water log¬ 
ging, soil erosion and ground water 
depletion. If the success sto/y of Green 
Revolution has been a boon for Indian 
rural masses the ill effects of the great 
phenomenon are too visible to be put un¬ 
der the wraps. 
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Ih order to bring about a happy and 
harmonious balance between the fruits 
of Green Revolution and deterioration or 
degradation in the eco-system, or ecol¬ 
ogy, the need to bring a larger propor¬ 
tion of land under permanent vegetation 
with trees and pastures is here and now, 

60 that the gains in agricultural produc¬ 
tion are not lost in ecological distur¬ 
bances. May be, much has been achieved 
towards improving the well-being of 
Indians, but the achievement has been 
appropriated at the cost of degrading the 
natural resources to a point where it 
seems irreversible. 

Television Watching and children 

Q. Television boom has adversely af- j 
fected the minds and sensibilities of chil¬ 
dren. Substantiate the statement with 
general facts and trends discernible in 
daily life. 

Ans. Any addiction is bad as it af¬ 
fects both the physical health as well as 
the mental make-up of the addict in vary¬ 
ing degrees. If taking drugs, drinking wine 
or whisky or smoking (chewing) tobacco 
can tell upon a person's health and home, 
too much of television-watching, specially 
by children and adolescents, can prove 
equally harmful and harrowing. Serious 
studies made by some social groups and 
enlightened individuals, both at home and 
abroad, reveal disturbing after-effects of j 
television-viewing for long hours by chil¬ 
dren. One such study conducted by the 
Indian Academy of Paediatrics (lAP— 
Cochin) makes startling revelations. 

The study makes alarming revela¬ 
tions in the nature of general facts or 
conclusions which tell that the time 
spent by children in front of the idiot 
box is equivalent to that spent by them 
in school. If the children are allowed to 
watch the television at this rate or in 
this manner, by the end of high school, 
they would have watched thousands of 
murders and as many rapes, bombings 
and suicides. Added to this, over a lal^ 
nude, semi-nude, intimate and sugges¬ 
tive sequences would have happened 
before their eyes on the small screen, 
adversely affecting their minds and dis¬ 


torting their immature but innocent sen¬ 
sibilities. 

It is not only the emotional side of 
their personality that is going to be spoilt 
or soured by programmes, serials, clips 
and other visuals on the idiot box, but 
also their eye-sight, as has been found out 
among Japanese children who begin to use 
glasses in their childhood. One of the 
major causes of their eye-sight becoming 
weak is attributed to watching television 
for long durations. The study further 
points out to disturbing consequences due 
to thousands of advertisements per year, 
whicli result in the consumption of food 
and other eatables with high sugar con¬ 
tent. 

Most of the crimes, and violence 
committed in childhood and adoles¬ 
cence, have been linked or associated 
with the negative effects of tele-watch¬ 
ing of such scenes as glorify death and 
destruction, both by heroes and villains 
alike. Many children get tempted to the 
thrill that aggressive behaviour or de¬ 
fiance of authority, distorted percep¬ 
tions of reality, thvialisation of sex or 
human relations, reduction of cognitive 
skills and increased passivity enthuse 
in them to make them mentally sick 
and emotionally bankrupt. 

Disappearance of medicines 

Q. If all the medicines disappear from 
the world at once, what will happen? Give 
three important consequences if such a 
situation happens. 

Ans. Miracles, though beyond the 
purview of rational explanation, lift the 
drooping spirits and revive faith among 
the non-believers but massive mishaps 
spread gloom and extinguish the light 
of hope and purpose among the suffer¬ 
ers and their kith and kin. If by any 
chance or quirk of circumstances, all the 
medicines, whether Allopathic, 
Ayurvedic, Homoeopathic or of any 
other system, disappear from the world, 
the resultant situation will be too intol¬ 
erable to live With. Ever since medicial 
science under different systems made its 
appearance in this world and medicines 
began to be made or manufactured for 


treatment of different ailments, both the 
average span of life and its enjoyment 
have been on the rise, barring those situ¬ 
ations when epidemics struck and took a 
heavy toll of life. In the present day world, 
where speed and success, tensions and. 
traumas are a part and parcel of every 
aspiring person, health-care and health- 
clinics too have become an integral and 
inalienable features of every upwardly 
mobile social segment or individual. But, 
if there are doctors and no medicines, ac¬ 
cidents, injuries but no tranquillizers or 
pain-killers, the plight of the victims will 
be too horrible to visualise. 

Those living on life-saving drugs 
will have to face the immediate threat of 
an imminent death once the medicines 
disappear from the market. Equally dis¬ 
mal will be the fate of those who suffer 
from deadly diseases like cancer. When 
there are no medicines to administer 
and fight against the onslaught of sick¬ 
ness, the very relevance of hospitals, 
health-centres and the like will become 
a question mark. What will the doc¬ 
tors do when the medicines they pre¬ 
scribe are not available nor do they 
have any other alternative to suggest? 
Both the patients and the poor doctors 
will be at the receiving end emitting 
nothing but blankness and helplessness 
on their part. 

Millions of people, engaged in the 
manufacture, distribution and sale of 
medicines will lose their jobs. All work 
related to research and development of 
new medicines in the light of new dis¬ 
eases and ever cropping up complications 
will come to a grindinghalt. Dixtors witii- 
out work would find time hanging heavy 
on them and such a sinister situation would 
be highly impalatable and unworthy for 
them. 

Out of the colossus crisis and chaos, 
only the naturopaths will find the going 
good for them. Since their treatment of 
illness is based primarily on suggesting 
changes of diet, exercise etc and without 
using medicines, they will be the only pe^ 
sons in great demand. Even they may fail 
to cope with the new situation b^ause of 
their numbers being limited as compared 
to the patients. 
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SCANDALS 

Lakhubhai Pathak case: Rao 
named 

PARMER Pnme Minister PV Narasunha 
X^Rao quit as Congress President on Sep¬ 
tember 21,1996, after a Delhi court nam^ 
him a co-accused m the Lakhubhai Pathak 
cheating case and asked him to appear 
before it on September 30 for frammg of 
charges Howevn; he did not give up his 
position as leader of the Congress Parha- 
mentary Party or as the Member of Parlia¬ 
ment Foliowmg these developments, vet¬ 
eran Congress leadei; Mr Sitaram Kesn, 
was elected provisional President of the 
Indian National Congress Earlier he was 
the treasurer of die party 

Fearing arrest m the case, Mr Rao 
applied for anticipatory bail However; he 
su^red a setback wlW his bail plea was 
rejected on Septendser 26 The judge ch- 
scrved that an antrapatory bail plea could 
only be entertamed in rases where non- 
bailable arrest warrants had been issued 
by the trial court The court had also 
pointed out tliat m case the petitioner is 
arrested on his appearance before the trial 
court on September 30, he would be free to 
move a regular bad application 

However, Nara»inha Rao got a re¬ 
prieve agam on September 30, when the 
court exempted hun from personal appear¬ 
ance This came about due to an appeal 
hied by the Delhi police, seeking change of 
venue from the Us Hazari court complex 
to a more suitable place from the secunty 
angle 


St Kitts forgery 

T he legal process seemed to close m on 
Mr Rao agam wlicn on September 26, 
1996, the CBl filed a chargesheet against 
Mr Rao nanung him m the St Kitts forgery 
case Ihe chargesheet was filed m the court 
of Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Prem 
Kumar The First Infonnation Report m 
the case had been regsrteied SIX years ago 
On October 5, a Drdhi court issued a 


Recent Economic News 


RBTt Annual Report 

Tha Reaarve Bank of India jxit forwaid its annual report tor 19ftS-96 lA 1RIA 

The report has aiggested that the estimated growth rate of the Indian eoondmy itOA |>lr OM 
woiM not be achieved without accelerating agncultural growth beyond the prevtOiaF)fMf*l growth 
rate of 2 4 per cent 

The report also expressed concern at the decline in per capita availabSity of fppdgraiee pot: 
day and of pulses In particular i , 

The ri^rt has mads the following observations about various seraors’ j 

Debt The government has been warned against walking Into an internal debt Mp the fipoit: 
points out that the government's high level of borrowing, its rismg interest ooAirtd Inclfokltng : 
monetisation of the fiscal deficit could all lead to a debt trap KhaasuggestedthatiliMslMHWOeMng ; 
on pubye debt be imposed aid a oonsohdatloti sinking fund be set up, along wbhmtiMttohbriHil ^ 
hoc triaauiy bWs. ^so, the government should do away with the budget ded oU fd WIli ipl . j 
Agrieulture; Agriculture agd alHad activities rscoitied a growth of 2.4 pit oihtlit ' 

This was lower than 4 9 per cant achievsd In the previous year The ppi hal Uigid the ‘ 
governments and the pnvate sector to shoulder the responsibility for Inereitfi^tgriouituril j 
sector's productivity The RBI even pointed ouTthat pubHc investment for turri deyi k lp i i lw i t tTtiy 
not bs as much as warranted, even though the Central Budget for 1NKh97 hal AlibciBed hlgtior 
outlays for agriculture, rural devekximent and irrigatioriarKf raised bw«apltatt»li of i 

Bank tor AgncuHurs and Rurit Oeveiopmsnt (NMARD) 

QDP: As far as the overall growth m terms of the OOP is conosmed the RM has Mtd thirt ' 
the real GDP growth in 1996-97, according to the Central Statisboat Organnabonb taieet eetanaM, 
would probably be about 6 6 per cent 

Forex Reeervee The RBI expects that ths midden flush of foreign di(e«t and portfolio 
Investments in the current year wooid hi^ tide Over the repayment of $ 2 2 biUlott under the tnefian 
Development Bond, repayments to the Intemationai Monet^ Fund of a Mtle less than $ 1 bUtion 
and withdrawals under the FCNRA scheme of around $ 3 5 billion The peiformance m tbs ourrent 
financial year so far, up to August 2,1906, has been encouraging in that foreign oinenoy assets 
of ths RBI have increased by little over $ 900 million after e tiquidabon of liabtiltiee by over $ i A 
billion under the FCNRA, the IMF and forward exchange commitments The RBI has also pomted 
out that the macroeconomic balance, going by present indicationa, show that with a mte of domes¬ 
tic savings, at around 24 per cent of GDP an Inaemenfal Capital-Output Ratio (ICOR) of 4 par cant 
and an external current account deficit of 2 per cent of GDP, the economy could grow by 6 S per 
cent 

Exports-Impofte: The report points out that the Centre's liberalisation moves on ftie export- 
import seem to have failed to drive the market forces in favour of the country’s external resaureap 
position The trade deficit in 1995-96 nearly doubled to $ 4,539 million as compared vrtfti I S^4 
million in 1994-95, basically because ot a sharp surge in Imports Imports grew by 30 pat oartk 
exports grew t^ 20 9 per cant The current account deficit for the yaar 19KIA6 is aetimated at 
$ 5,487 million, 17 per cent of GOP in 1996-96 The current account deficit was a mere 0 9 per 
cent of GDP in 1994-95 

Other Sectors 

■ The industnal sector grew by 131 per cent in 1995-96 The manufactunng sedtor regwterert 
an impressive growfti of 13 7 per cent as against 9 6 per cent m 1994-95 

■ Basic goods ami capiml goods rmiorded a growth of 6 6 per cent and 19 4 per mint, in 1996- 
96 against 5 5 per cent and 24.8 par cent in 1994-9$ 

■ ConsunHH' goods-a growth of 12 8 per cant in 1995-96 (8 7 par cent in 1984i9S) 

■ Mining and Quarrying registered a growth of 69 par cent m 1995-1^ {4 Jt per cent in the 
previous year) 

■ Electricity, gas and water supply recoidedan mersase of 61 per cent In 1995*26, agairrtft A5 
per cent In 1994-95. 

■ Total foodgralns oi^ in 1995-96 is likely to be a little lower at 190,4 mWioh tonnee 
compared with the previous peak level of 191.1 
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non-baildble arrest warrant against Mr 
Rao for his alleged role m the St Kitts case. 
This was a major setback to Rao. Wi\hm 
an hour of the issue of the warrants, Mr 
Rao moved the Delhi High Court with an 
anticipatory bail plea and obtamed a stay 
till October 7. 

Earlier, the Chief Metropolitan Mag¬ 
istrate and Additional Sessions Judge 
Prem Kumar also issued warrants against 
then Minister of State for External Mairs 
K.K. Tewan, former Director of Enforce¬ 
ment K.L. 'Verma and I.arry J. Kolb, a US 
national and son-in-law of international 
arms dealer Aduan Khashoggi, asking the 
CBI to produce the accused in tlie court 
by October 14,1996. 

The drama in St Kitts case began in 
1988 with the hatching of a conspiracy to 
tarnish VP Singh who was gunning tor 
Rajiv Gandhi over Bofors. On September 
16,1988, Mr George McLean, a Canadian 
national, at the instance of 
Chandraswami, opened a bogus account 
for $ 21 million in the name of Ajeya Singh, 
V.P. Singh's son, in the First Trust Corpo¬ 
ration Ltd (FTCL) in the Caribbean island 
of St Kitts, by forging the signatures of 
Ajeya Singh. The account was closed on 
F^ruary 13, 1989. 

In August 1989, a Kuwaiti daily, Arab 
Times, and tlie Calcutta based The Tek- 
grapli ran a story alleging that VP. Singh, 
as Finance Minister in 1986-87, made six 
substantial deposits totalling $ 21 million 
in the FTCL, in his son’s name. On Sep¬ 
tember 27, 1989 the Finance Ministry 
deputy director of enforcement and an 
officer to UK, USA and St Kitts together 
forged "evidence". 

Mr Narasimha Rao, was External Af¬ 
fairs Minister then, was in USA from Sep¬ 
tember 2.S to (X’tober 5, 1989 to attend 
UN session. It is alleged that Mr Rao got 
the forged documents on Ajeya Singh's 
account authenticated from consul-gen¬ 
eral Mr R.K. Roy in the presence of 
Chandraswami and his aide Mamaji. 

In November 1989, V.P. Singh, as 


Prime Minister, ordered CBI inquiry into 
the episode. After investigation the team 
found that Ajeya Singh's signatures were 
forged and a formal FIR was lodged on 
May 25,1990. 

However, after only a few months, VJ! 
Singh's government resigned and the sub¬ 
sequent governments put the case in cold 
storage. Till January, 1996, there was no 
progress. On February 10,1996, the People’s 
Union for Gvil-Liberties filed a petition in 
the Supreme Court seeking the disclosure 
of the CBI findings In March, 1996, CBI 
mamtained that they did not have enough 
substantive evidence against Mr Rao. On 
July 26, the apex court ordered CBI not to 
close probe against Mr Rao Earlier in March 
the CBI had claimed that the role of Mr Rao 
was limited to attestation of documents only. 
CBI then sought legal opinion and a 
Bombay-based leading criminal lawyer rec¬ 
ommended that Mr Rao be prosecuted. This 
led to the chargesheet being finally filed in 
September, 1996 

Satish Sharma held guilty of 
abuse of Power 

' I WE Supreme Court has held the former 
X Petroleum Minister, Captain Satish 
Sharma, guilty of misuse of discretionary 
power in the mala fide allotment of 15 petrol 
pumps to VIPs and their relatives. The 
court also ordered him to reply why he 
should not be prosecuted for criminal 
breach of trust. 

Besides quashing the minister's orders 
allotting petrol pumps to the 15 persons, 
the court also said that tho.se who had 
commissioned the pumps and were run¬ 
ning the same would have to stop operat¬ 
ing them with effect from October 31,1996. 
The government and the oil companies 
shall take over the pump premises within 
10 days after that 

Bofors Sandal 

O N September 11, 1996, the Swiss 
Cantenal court at Geneva rejected two 
appeals challenging the release of crucial 


documents in the case to India. Tliis would 
imply that the Bofors case at the Swiss 
end will come to a logical conclusion, 
making it possible for the early release of 
the documents to India. 

These documents Include details of 
beneficiaries, bank entries and other trans¬ 
actions in the Swiss Rank accounts of indi¬ 
viduals believed to have been involved m 
the deal. The seven accused include the 
three Hinduja brothers—(i.P Hinduja, S P. 
Hinduja and Prakash Hinduja—and 
Octavio Quadrocci, Win Chadha and two 
companies—Sevenska Inc and jubilee Fi¬ 
nance inc 

It was in 1987 when the Bofors scan¬ 
dal first came to light and it is now almost 
six years since the CBI fUed the FIR in the 
case in 1990 On July, 1993 the names of 
the seven accused were made public Af¬ 
ter two years, on July 12,1995, the exam¬ 
ining Swiss magistrate had ordered the 
transmission ot the Bolors documents to 
India 

On April 16,1996, the Federal Court 
(highest Swiss Court) had stated that the 
documents be released to Indian authori¬ 
ties since tlie guarantees provided to the 
seven accused in the case were adequate 
to protect their "human rights' This 
breakthrough in April came after an un¬ 
usual delay of over two years of appeals 
made in the various Swiss Courts by the 
accused, who were alleged to have acted 
as middlemen in the Bofors case and into 
whose Swiss bank ^counts the "kick- 
back" payments had reportedly been 
made. 

.,1 

Former Union Minister 
impiioated in Rs^ SOOO crore 
scam 

A fact finding reporl'that was submit- 
/^ed in the Cielhi High Court on Sep¬ 
tember 13, 1996, pointed out that the 
former Union Health Minister 6. 
Shankaranand was directly involved in tiie 
Rs 5000 aore medidl equipment import 
scam. The report stated that l^ere was large 
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scale corruption and coilaston in the way 
customs duties exemption certificates were 
granted by the Health Ministry and the 
Directorate General of Health Services 
(DGHS) to big hospitals, to import costly 
medical equipment, worth crores of ru¬ 
pees, free of any customs duty 

The court also said that 
Shankaranand's involvement "raised the 
level of corruption all around" The Bench 
furdier added that the report showed that 
the objective of the government schemes had 
remained only on paper and 90 per c«\t of 
the beiefit had bem taken by the commer¬ 
cial hospitals, fly-by-nif^t operators and a 
well-established circuit of brokers 

The Customs Department had been 
involved so deeply that its officers had even 
tried to block the inquiry ordered by the 
High Court 

Bihar Fodder case: HC indicts 
CBi 

0 ^ October 4, 1996, the Patna High 
Court tame down heavily on the CBI 
for drastically altering its Joint Director 
U N. Biswas's report on the fodder scam 
The names of the senior politicians, in¬ 
cluding Chief Minister Laloo Prasad 
Yadav, were deleted. "The entire thing 
amounts to contempt of court", said Judge 
S. Mukhopadhyaya. 

Earlier, Mr Biswas had told the Court 
that the report sulunitted by the CBI was 
not the one which hfr had sent to his head¬ 
quarters in Delhi. Instead, it was a version 
by DIG Ran)it Sinha which had a covering 
letter widi his (Biswas's) signature, he said. 

The com* has further ordered that a 
three-mciriier team(>HeBded by Mr Biswas, 
would hencefbrthdBrotly report to the Court. 

GUJARAT 

President’s rule imposed despite 
protests by BJP., 

P RESIDENT rule was imposed in 
Gujarat on Septtotber 19,19%, follow¬ 


We' return more than iwe borrowl 

The annual World Bank Report for 19%*96 (duty 1 to June 30), reieaeed ih 
Waehlngton on September 25, IteB, has pointed out that India wae the sacond 
largest borrower from the World Bank with approved loans of $ 2.0B tMliion, after 
China with $ 2.49 billion. However, the net transfer of Brmk funds to htdia tume<^ out 
to be negative to the tune of $ 7^ mlillon as a large amount wem into repayments 
and interest barges for previous loans. Against the disbursement, India paid the 
Bank $ 1149 billion as repayment and $ te4 million as interest charges. 

The report has called for significant policy reforms in the Indian financial sector, 
especially the reflations on contractual sa^ institutkms. the development of a domes¬ 
tic long-term debt, the report eays, requires major policy reforms. Lack of fiiesa has 
resulted m chronic underinvestment in infrastructure. 

It has been pitted out that the public sector alone doesn’t have the resources to 
meet the needs of the sector. The necessary finance terms, for the private sector to be 
able to operate bi infrastructure, need to be set up. 

Statmg that the growth is estimated to be arouixl six per oenL the report has stressed 
on the need for faster reforms. 


ing the dismissal of the 11-month old 
Bharatiya Janata Party government led by 
Suresh Mehta This was done under Ar¬ 
ticle 356 of the Conshtution after an eme^ 
gency meeting by the Union Cabinet. The 
State Assembly has been kept in sus¬ 
pended animation 

Earlier, on Scptembei 18, the BJP gov¬ 
ernment had mana^d to "win" ccmfidence 
vote alter suspending the entire Opposi¬ 
tion from the House The government de¬ 
cision to rush through the formality of 
winning the confidence vote unleaded 
violence in the legislature 

Four reasons wen? given, justifymg the 
L entre’s decision to impose President's rule 
m the State following defections during die 
past few weeks. 

(a) Violence unleashed by warring BJP 
factions seeking to settle the issue both in 
and outside the assembly 

(fi) Fear of horse trading. Faction lead¬ 
ers and their supporters had started hold- 
ng tempting offers to MLAs willing to 
switch sides. 

(c) Total 'paralysis' of the administra¬ 
tion Government machinery had come to a 
standstill in the wake of the political crisis. 

(d) Uncertamty about the ability of 
warring factions to demonstrate majority. 


Characterising the imposition of 
President's rule as "a murder of democ¬ 
racy", the BJP vowed to "fight it out" 
through nationwide protests. The party 
also s^ that there was a conspiracy to 
ixtstall a non-BJP government by engineer- / 
ing defections With fltis motive in mind 
the Assembly was not dissolved but put in 
suspended animation 

ARUNACHALPRADESH 
Chief Minister quits; forms 
government after floating a new 
party 

R EACTING to the Congress High 
Command's "interference" in the 
State, the Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minis¬ 
ter Gegong Apang resigned on September 
20,1996, floated a new party and staked 
his, claim to form a new government. He 
was swom-in as the Chief Minister on Sep¬ 
tember 21 as leader of the new party. The 
Speaker Tako Dabi recognised Apang's 
new parly and said that the breakaway 
group had the majority support in a 6(1- 
member House. 

Apart from 41 members belonging 
to the 'Arunachal Congress', Apang has 
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the support of the Independent MLAs, 
who were earlier "associated members" of 
the Congress. He said that the pidilem 
had been brewing since the September 20, 
1995, Teople's Referendum rally', which 
had sought the deportation of the Chakma 
refugees from the State. The Congress High 
Command never took the issue seriously 
leading to a lot of resentment among the 
party legMatures. 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 
National Conference cornea to 
power after eixyrars 

T he National Conference (NC) led by 
Farooq Abdullah has been swept back 
to power in Jammu and Kashmir, with a 
landslide victory. The NC managed to get 
absolute majority in the 87-manber As¬ 
sembly. 

Earlier, between 50 to 60 per cent vot¬ 
ing was recorded in the Elections spread 
over four phases. The first round of elec¬ 
tions took place on September 7, while the 
last round was held on S^tember 30,1996. 

Despite the boycott by the All-Party 
Huiriyat Conference (APHC) the turn-out 
was quite satisfactory. Heavy security ar¬ 
rangement ensured minimum disruption. 
Elections were by and large peaceful. 

The vote has been termed more a anti¬ 
militant than pro-National Coitference. 

The results showed the debacle of the 
Congress, which could only manage seven 
seats against 20 in the last Assembly. The 
elections also heralded the entry of J.D., 
the BSP, the Congress (T), the Awami 
League and the CPM. 6}P, which had won 
only two seats in last Assembly, bettered 
its record by bagging eight seats. 

{Also see Special Feature on P. 303) 


Crmstitution Amendment M seddng 33 per 
cent reservation for women in Farliam^t 
and State legislatures. The Bill proposes fiiat 
"having provided reservatim for women in 
panchayats and municipalities. It is now 
proposed to provide reservation for women 
on the same lines in the House of the people 
and in the legiriative assemblies of the States, 
by amending foe Cemstitution". 

The Slst amendment, providing reser¬ 
vation for women, was bdem up for discus¬ 
sion and votir^ soon after foe Hnance Bill 
was disposed of. Howevei^ this move suf¬ 
fered a setback on September 13 when the 
Lok Sabha agreed to refer the Amendment 
to a Joint Select Committee of Parliament. 
Ute select committee will deliberate foe is¬ 
sue in depth. It will submit its report by foe 
first day of foe winter session of foe Parlia¬ 
ment 

1984 RIOTS 

First death sentence passed 

T he first ever deafo sentence in con¬ 
nection with foe 1984 Delhi riots, in 


which nearly 3000Sikhs were massaaed 
within three days, following the assas¬ 
sination of foen Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi on October 31,1984, has been 
imposed onKishori Lai, a butcher horn 
east Delhi's Ihlokpuri area, by the ad¬ 
ditional district and sessions judge Shiv 
Narayan Dhingra. The sentence is tobe 
confirmed by the Hi^ Court. 

Kishori Lai was idottified by two 
complainants Cyan Kaur and Raj Bai. In 
the former's case, he was sentenced to 
deafo under Section 302 (murder of foe 
Indian Penal Code), seven years' rigorous 
imprisonment (RI) and a Rs 10,000 fine 
under Section 436 (mischief by fire or ex¬ 
plosive substoce wifo intent to destroy 
house) and t^uee years' RI and a Rs 3,000 
fine under Section 148 (rioting, armed with 
deadly weapons). 

In Raj Bai case, he was sentenced to 
life imprisonment under Section 302 and 
three years' RI and a Rs 5,000 fine under 
Section 148. 

The judge also sentenced 89 persotis 
to five years' RI and a Rs 5000 fine each 
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Attracting Foreign Direct 
inveitment 

P iRIME Minister H.D. De\% Gowda has 
aimounced certains "radical" steps to 
boost the confidence of foreign inves< 
tors to ensure an annual inflow of US $ 
10 billion as Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI). 

He said thatState governments would 
soon be empowered to approve power 
projects upto Rs 1000 crore at their level. 
Some of the basic liberal steps mentioned 
by him include, giving greater autonomy 
(D State governments to attract and im¬ 
prove forei^ projects, easing procedures 
for acquiring land for infrastructure 
projects so that there is no utmecessary 
har^hip to the investors and decreasing 
government controls on foreign invest¬ 
ment. 

The government is in the process of 
rationalising and-expanding the list of 
priority industries for automatic FDI ap¬ 
proval. These be in sectors like 
infrastructure, eiqjort-oriented activities 
and agro-based tiviits. Indian subsidiar 
ies would also he^couraged for use as 
an export platform. The newly estab¬ 
lished Foreign'Jiwtstment Promotion 
Council, compiMftf'private sector and 
government representatives, will mount 
sectoral and prqeifi^pecific promotional 
efforts to attracf fDI. 

• -lEICv 

Plan to remottiS^ m chlldran 
from hazardoua occupations 

A PPROXIMAmif 1,50,000 children 
have so far tiro removed from haz¬ 
ardous occupatums and diverted to spe¬ 
cial schools under ffie.propairune for 
elimination of (^1 !|^bout that was 
launched on Ind^M^^ice Thy in 1994. 
A total of 76 natiohal^^ lihoui projects 
were sanctioned for these children in child 


labour endemic States likeAndhra Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Orissa, West 
Bengal, Bihar, Rajasthim, Uttar Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Karnateka and Hunil Nadu. 
Allocations for the programmes for elimi 
nation of child labour in 1995-96 and 1996- 
97 have been Rs 90 crore. 

The national authority for elimination 
of child labour adopted a plan of action 
titled "Identification, release and rehabili¬ 
tation of child labour". This plan requires 
the range of actioi\s required to be takoi 
to tackle the child labour problem, espe¬ 
cially in hazardous occupations. 

In special schools, these duldien are 
being provided non-formal education, 
vocational training, supplementary nu¬ 
trition, health care and stipends. These 
special schools are being run by volun¬ 
tary agencies as well as project societies 
established at the district level for the 
purpose. 

According to the national child 
labour policy 1987, the problem of child 
labour is being tackled through legisla¬ 
tion, general development programmes 
for the benefit of children and implemen- 
tation of the national child labour 
projects. 

BUDGET 

Sops to revive tht sentimtnt 

T he Finance Minister P. Ghidantbaram 
has offered encouraging incentives to 


various sectors of the economy. On Sep¬ 
tember 6, he announced an exemption 
upto Rs 3000 for all income-tax payen 
investing in unit shares and mutual 
funds as part of the measures to "perk 
up the market sentiment and woo the 
small investors". He also explained diaf 
he proposed to revert to a two-part sys¬ 
tem of Rs 12000 and Rs 3000 under Sm- 
tion 80 (L) of the Income Tax Act. He 
also announced certain tax concessions 
for capital gains under Section 54 (E) (a) 
as notified by the Central Board of Di¬ 
rect Taxes. 

Later, on September 11, while intro¬ 
ducing the Finance Bill 1996-97 in the 
Lok Sabha, Mr Chidambaram also an¬ 
nounced several exemptions in direct 
and indirect taxes. He exempted sick 
industries and imits in backward areas 
from the purview of the Minimum Al¬ 
ternate Tax (MAT). Changes in indirect 
taxes are aimed at boosting production 
of domestic steel, computer and cdfour 
T.V. It is also supposed to help rayon 
grade pulp industries and smaU paper 
mills. 

The Finance Minister justified the 
levy of MAT and resisted pressures 
to withdraw it. He explained that 
inspite of this levy, corporates would 
only pay an effective rate of corpo¬ 
rate tax not exceeding 19 to 20 per 
cent as against an individual paying 
over 40 per cent tax under the income 
tax slabs. 
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AFGHANISTAN 
Taliban enters Kabul 

a I September 27,1996, the IMiban mi- 
tia captured Kabul and hanged the 
former President Najibuliah. The Taliban 
also announced the establishment of a six* 
member interim government to run the 
country according to Islamic rules. Presi¬ 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani and Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar fled the 
city. 

Najibuliah had been taking shelter at 
the UN office in the city since April 1992, 
when rebels ousted the Wiet-backed com¬ 
munist government after a 14-year war. 
He was dragged to a street and hanged 
from a lamp post in the centre of the town. 
Najibullah's brother Shahpur Ahmedzi, 
who had been his security chief during 
the sw years of his communist govern¬ 
ment, was also hanged. The Taliban en¬ 
tered the city, backed by tanks and 
armoured vehicles. They took control of 
Kabul without any resistance from gov¬ 
ernment troops. 

Taliban announced that it would en¬ 
force a "complete and pure Islamic system 
in Afghanistan". 

Afghanistan has been long torn by 
bloodshed. After the Soviet forces began 
to land in Kabul in December 1979, Prime 
Minister Hafizullah Amin was killed. Then, 
Babrak Kamal became Prime Minister. In 
1986, Najibuliah became President and the 
Soviet forces withdraw in 1989. In April, 
1992, Najibuliah stepped down as the 
Mujahedin closed in. In May, a peace 
agreement providing withdrawal offerees 
from Kabul was signed and a neutral zone 
was established. In late 1994, Taliban took 
possession of Kandahar and in February 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's Hizb-i-Isiami 
was routed by Taliban in Kabul. In May, 
1995 President liabbani regained posses¬ 
sion of Kabul. On September 27, 1996, 
Taliban set up a six-member ruling coun¬ 
cil with Mullah Mohammad Rabbani as 
its head, immediately after capturing 


Kabul. 

The fall of Burhanuddin Rabbani gov¬ 
ernment is seen as a blow to Indian inter¬ 
ests. Even Iran is worried as Iran is 
predominantly Shia and the Taliban be¬ 
longs to Suimi sect. For Pakistan, the 
Taliban victory has brought it a step closer 
to the realisation of a dream—its grand 
design of establishing a Pan-Islamic State 
in the region. • 

Fearful that the victory of Taliban 
militants could lead to growing pressure 
on former Soviet Central Asian States, Rus¬ 
sian President, Mr Boris Yeltsin, called a 
regional summit meeting to discuss com¬ 
mon defence. Russian Security Chief 
Alexander Lebed said that "developments 
in Afghanistan may have serious conse¬ 
quences for Russia's security". Some of the 
Taliban leaders have said that their goal is 
not merely to subdue Afghanistan and 
place it under the Shark or Islamic law, 
but to spread their influence across cen¬ 
tral Asia. They lay claim to the ancient 
Islamic Centre of Bukhara, now located in 
Uzbekistan, and other former Soviet terri¬ 
tories. 

Since the fall of USSR, Russia has 
maintained troops in Tajikistan—which 
borders Afghanistan—to support a pro- 
Moscow government and hold back what 
is perceived as a tide of Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist militancy. 

Gen Lebed has advocated full support 
of Moscow—military and financial—to the 
beleaguered Afghan government of Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, as well as 
to warlords Ahmad Shah Masaud and 
General Rashid Dostum, who hold north¬ 
ern Afghan territories. 


BOSNIA 
Unfair Elections 


A n independent group of monitors 
said on September 16, 1996, that 
Bosnian general elections held on Septem¬ 
ber 14-15 were not free, fair or democratic. 
The International Crisis Group (ICG), 


headed by former US Congressman 
George Mitchell, said that against a back¬ 
ground of adverse conditions, electoral 
engineering and disenfranchisement, the 
elections can't be described as fait free or 
democratic. 

The group pointed out various errors 
in the entire process. First, due to techni¬ 
cal errors in the registration of voters liv¬ 
ing abroad, as many as 200,000 people 
were left out of the vote. Second, on the 
election day the vast majority of the 
150,000 displaced people in the Muslim 
Croat Federation, entitled to vote in the 
Bosnian Serb Republic (RS), did not do 
so. Thousands of Serbs were brought to 
the RS from neighbouring Serb-led Yugo¬ 
slavia and were instructed to vote or 
threatened with loss of refugee status and 
benefits. 

Tltc elections have confirmed the di¬ 
vision of Bosnia into Muslim, Serb and 
Croat ethnic communities. For the Federal 
Presidency, which is a three-person collec¬ 
tive one, Alija Izetbegovic, the current 
Muslim President of Bosnia*, led with 
729,034 votes followed by Momcilo 
Krajisnik, the Serb Nationalist, with 690,373 
votes and Croat leader Kresimir Zubak 
with 342,007 votes. These votes reflect the 
same proportion as the strengths of the 
tluee ethnic groups. While Izetbegovic will 
be the President along with the other two, 
each of them will hauea veto on the collec¬ 
tive decisions of the |),residency. 

Certain doubts ham been raised about 
the governance of power in die country. 
Many people ask how peace is expected 
when Bosnia is nded 6y the same people 
who had propelled ^e country to war. 
Moreover, they ask', how can power be 
shared hy a Muslim wl^id fought for Bosnian 
unity, a Serb ultranatibnalist who fought 
against it and a Croat who acts laigely on 
what is right for Bp^'s Croat majority? 

Some comment^is have also point^ 
out that the problgip.of holding polls in 
Bosnia under the supervision of 60,000 
heavily armed NATO forces has made the 
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Americans and westerners have a better 
appreciation of the problem of holding 
elections in Kashmir, India, where unlike 
in Bosnia, transborder export of terrorism 
has not stopped. 


MIDDLE'EAST 
Israel-PLO peace talks fail 

N September 5, 1996, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu held 
their first ever summit since the Israeli elec¬ 
tions in May. The meeting was originally 
scheduled to be held on September 3, but 
got delayed due to a dispute over the 
wording of an Isracli-PLO written com¬ 
mitment to the Oslo peace agreement 
Three days of talks failed to fix a sununit 
date between the Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders and finally an hour-long talk was 
held on September S. 

There had been problems on both 
sides before holding of the talks. The Pal¬ 
estinians were seeking a clear commitment 
from Netanyahu to implement all out¬ 
standing issues m Israel-PLO peace deals, 
such as Israeli troop re-deployment from 
Hebron and other parts of the West Bank. 
Israel had accused Palestinians of putting 
pressure on thm. For Arafat, a meeting 
with Netanyahu was important because 
he wisked his political life on the peace 


deal, which Palestmians say has not de¬ 
livered results. However, meeting Arafat 
posed a dilemma for Netanyahu, who was 
caught between the Right-wing constitu¬ 
ency that elected him and Arab and inter¬ 
national pressure to advance peace moves. 

In the meeting both the sides decided 
to set up a steering committee to sort out 
the vexed Jewish settlements issue and 
redeployment of Israeli troops from 
Hebron The meeting was seen as the re¬ 
newal of bilateral resolves to bury the dif¬ 
ferences between the two sides. 

Later, bn September 10, Wet Asia 
peace talks suffered a setback as the meet¬ 
ing between US Preident Bill Clinton and 
Netanyahu failed to attain a consensus to 
resume the peace talks. Netanyahu refused 
to accept the land-for-peace proposition 
which implied withdrawal from the Golan 
! Heights, peace with Syria and withdrawal 
; of Israeli troops from Hebron as had been 
agreed upon by the former Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and President Arafat. 

Apparently, Netanyahu resisted US 
calls to pull out from Hebron. arguing that 
such a step could create an "explosive" 
situation in Hebron and damage the entire 
1 West Asia peace process. He later said that 
the USA understood their position. 

Riots in West Bank: Defying World 
Opinion, Israel opened a tourist timnel, 
which runs along the AI Aqsa mosque 


compound, Islam's third holiest shrine, on 
September 26,1996, The opening triggered 
stone throwing dashes and gun battles 
between Palestinians and Israeli troops that 
left 72 people dead. 

Palestinians feel that die passage im- 
dermines their control over the Muslim 
shrines and their claims to east Jerusalem 
as a future capital. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu of Israel said that the tunnel 
does not endanger the shrines and is 250 
metres from the nearest mosque. 

Following the escalated tension USA 
offered to host a summit meeting of Is¬ 
raeli, Palestinian and other Arab leaders. 
The talks were held on October 2-3, but 
ended largely in failure. However, the in¬ 
volved parlies agreed that they will con¬ 
tinue to talk till they resolve the issues. 


PAKISTAN 

Murtaza Bhutto killed in police 
firing 

T)AKISTANI politics plunged into yet an- 
X other aisis when Murtaza Bhutto, the 
estranged brother of Pakistani Prime Min¬ 
ister Iknazir Bhutto, along with his six 
aides, was killed in a gun battle with the 
police in Karachi on September 20,19%. 

Among the others who died in the 
shtxjt out were Aashiq Jatoi, a cousin of a 
former Prime Minister Mr Ghulam 
Mustafa Jatoi and the provincial chief of 
breakaway Pakistan People’s Party 
(Shaheed) headed by Murtaza Bhutto. 

Police had formally charged Murtaza 
Bhutto and his supporters of assaulting 
policemen and ransacking two police sta¬ 
tions after (me of his key supporters, AU 
Sonara was arrested. Murtaza Bhutto was 
also the focus of a police investigation into 
two bomb blasts in Karachi but he denied 
the charge, instead accusing his sister's 
government of carrying out the blaste. 

The police has blamed the aides (rf 
Murtaza Bhutto for the shoot-out whidi, 
they said, occurred when Mr Bhutto'^ 
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motorcade failed to stop for security check 
at a post. 

Murtaza Bhutto had returned in 1993 
from exile in Syria and was campaigning 
to overthrow his sister's government. 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto or¬ 
dered an enquiry into the killing and also 
said that there was a conspiracy behind 
the murder. She said it had been planned 
to plunge the nation into a crisis. 

Murtaza is the third member of the 
Bhutto family to die a violent death after 
his fattier, former Prime Minister Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto, overthrown in a military coup 
in 1977, and his younger brother 
Shahiurwaz, who died under mysterious 
circumstances in Caimes in 1981 

Massacre in Multan: Sectarian vio¬ 
lence continues in Pakistan and the gov¬ 
ernment seems to be fast loosing control 
over rival militant groups. On Septem¬ 
ber 24,1996, twenty one Sunni worship¬ 
ers were massacred, in a mosque in 
Multan, by Shia militants in retaliation 
of killing of their leader by Sunni mili¬ 
tants. The incident has resulted in Paki¬ 
stan being gripped in an environment of 
tension. 


Violence in NWFP 

F ive days of sectarian clashes in the 
Parachinar area of North West Frontier 
Province (NWFP), in the second week of 
September, resulted in the death of over 
200 people in the Shia-Sunni clashes. So¬ 
phisticated weapons were used in the 
clashes. 

Tension between Shia and Sunni com¬ 
munities had been brewing up since Au¬ 
gust. The immediate provocation came 
when a student in high school in 
Parachinar wrote some remarks against the 
Shias on the blackboard. This drew reac¬ 
tions from the Shia classmates. In the vio¬ 
lence that followed the incident, the school 
principal was killed. 

‘President Proposes 
amendments to combat 
corruption 

P PAKISTANI President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari has proposed important 
amendments to two existmg laws to com¬ 
bat corruption and effectively depoliticise 
the accountability process in the country. 

The five-point proposal, sent to the 
speaker of the national assembly and chair¬ 
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man of the senate, envisages that, advi¬ 
sors, special assistants and all pidrlic ser¬ 
vants holding top posts be included in the 
scope of laws which now cover tfre Presi¬ 
dent, Prime Minister, ministers, governors, 
chief ministers and members of national 
and provincial assemblies. He has also 
proposed that ombudsman (Wafaqi 
Mohtasib) be empowered to investigate, 
refer and prosecute aU cases before the 
special corruption courts. There is also a 
suggestion to provide for a ban for seven 
years on holding any public office on a 
person found guilty of corrupt practices. 

SRI LANKA 

Troops capture KilUnochchi 

S RI Lankan government troops achieved 
^odier major success on September 29, 
1996, in their war against LTTE when they 
captured the strategic KilUnochchi town. 
Over 600 Tamil rebels and 200 government 
troops were killed in the fighting which 
was perhaps one of the bloodiest battles 
fought in the 13-year-old Sri Lankan civil 
war. 

Although the rebels used human 
wave tactics, they were unable to penetrate 
the defences in the face ot heavy artillery 
and mortar attacks by the troops. Some 
rebels, however, managed to penetrate the 
western defences killing troops. The rebels 
also used a number of suicide bombers 
who exploded themselves in proximity to 
troops when fired upon. 

More than the town, which was till 
the other day the headquarters of the 
UTE, since the fall of |affna on Decem¬ 
ber 5,1995, die successful operation Sath 
Jaya (True Victory) Phase-3 was targeted 
to open the main siqspiy route along the 
Jafina-Kandy road, between the army 
camp at Elephant Pass and Vavuniya 
town. 

With the loss of KiUinochchi, the 
LTH is now bere^ of any major urban 
base in the NorAssm Province, except 
MuUaitivu. 
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NUCLEAR ARMS 

CTBT Treaty signed by USA, 

others 

E ven as India, Libya and Bhutan voted 
against the CTBT document in the UN 
General Assembly, USA and other declared 
nuclear powers signed the treaty on Sep¬ 
tember 24,1996. Among the first ones to 
sign included Russia, France, Britain and 
China. 

Earlier, on September 12, the CTBT 
was approved by a massive 158-3 vote 
while five countries abstamed. Several 
other countries couldn't vote because of 
technicalities like unpaid dues etc. India 
voted against the treaty, insisting that it 
was both flawed as well as discrimina¬ 
tory One of the reasons preferred by In¬ 
dia for not signing the treaty is the 
security loncerns arising out of the 
nuclear capability of Chma and Pakistan 
Pakistan, which had, a few days ago ex¬ 
pressed its unwillingness to sign the 
treaty voted in favour but said it would 
sign only when India did China declared 
that the treaty would be one step forward 
to the complete prohibition and thorough 
destruction of nuclear weapons 

Tlie CTBl resolution was mtrodua.’d 
in the Cieneral Assembly by Australia, Al¬ 
though many countries expressed their will¬ 
ingness and then sifted tiie treaty it requires 
the mandatory signatures of 44 nuclear ca¬ 
pable countries, indudmg India, to take ef- 
ft'Ct. The USA, however, stated that it was 
committed to implementing tiie CTBT de¬ 
spite India and a few other countnes resist¬ 
ing it. The USA also declared that they could 
find a way for the Indians to have their se¬ 
curity concerns met. Itn fact, tlw USA is plan¬ 
ning to mount a new cainpaign to find ways 
of addxessmg India's concerns and persuade 
it to sign the treaty. The USA also warned 
India and other opposing countries against 
conducting nuclear tests as it would defy 
the will of the intemallonal community and 
the great powers of the world. 


The CTBT provisions comprise those 
on verifications, mspections, organisation 
and tuning. Verifications imply that an 
international monitoring system would be 
set up to check treaty violations. Second, 
any countr)' would be able to request an 
iaspection to see whether an explosicm had 
been carried out Such requests could be 
based on mformation collected by the in- 
temabonal monitormg system or through 
surveillance but not through spying a^ 
tivities Third, the seat of the CTBT 
organisation would be in Vienna, Austria 
Fourth, the treaty would enter into force 
180 days after it is ratified by the 44 coun¬ 
tries that have nuclear power or nuclear 
research reactors on their soil. 

The signmg of the CTBT by the US 
and others is seen as a farce by many. For 
the first time, a treaty has been signed by 
world leaders with full knowledge diat it 
will not tome mto force in its present form 
because India will not sign and ratify the 
present text of the treaty. The signatories 
can now claim foat they have fulfilled thar 
comnrutmenl of signing a CTBT and that its 
non-entry into force is due to a party which 
IS not a part of the Non Proliferahon Ujeaty. 
They, thus, achieve the dual purpose of 
showing their commitment to their prom¬ 
ise as well as ensure that a CTBT is not 
enforced It is quite possible ttiat at the end 
of three years, when the conference to re¬ 
view the progress of the treaty is convened, 
there coidd be an amendment to Article 14 
dropping India from the list and thereby I 
the treaty could be brought into force. 

RUSSIA-USA 
I AntLMissflePact 

'T’HE United States and Russia have ap- 
JL proved the first phase of a new agree¬ 
ment oh anti-missile systems and called 
for ncgotiaticms on the second phase to 
start sometimes in October end. 

US President Bill Clinton and Rus¬ 
sian President Boris Yritsin had, in 1995, 
a^ed negotiators to work out which sys¬ 


tems were strategic, and hence limited by 
the 1972 anti-ballistic missile treaty, and 
which smaller-scale theatre systems were 
not limited. 

Hk phase one agreement spedfiep that 
all theatre missile defence systems wim in¬ 
terceptor speeds of upto fiuee km per sec¬ 
ond (1.8 miles per second) are permitted 
under the ABM treaty, unless they are tested 
against targets with speeds over five km 
per second (3.1 miles per second) or ranges 
greater than 3500 km (2174 miles). 


NEPAL 

Mahakali trtaty with Indit fitM 

O fy September 20,1996, the anti-India 
forces in Nepal got a jolt when the 
Mahakali treaty was ratified by an over¬ 
whelming ma]ority The ratification gave 
a fresh lease of life to the Deuba govern¬ 
ment The ratification was made possible 
following a consensus with the main ex¬ 
position party, the United Marxist Leninist 
(UML) Party. 

The treaty needed two-third majority 
to be passed and there was no way to en¬ 
sure ratification without support of the 
UML. The ratificatkm has established in¬ 
ternational credibility of foe Nepalese gov¬ 
ernment and foe communists. It also pNt 
a fresh lease of life to foe Deuba govern¬ 
ment. R^ection could have led to a mid¬ 
term poll. 

UML had earlier blocked the pas¬ 
sage of the treaty till certain rectifications 
were made Ihe treaty was signed on Feb¬ 
ruary 12.1996. It provides for a 6400 MW 
Pancheswar hydel project to be set up 
jointly at a cost of 20,000 crore, on an 
equal sharing basis. 

PHILIPPINES ” 

Peace agreemtnt between 
I government and rebela 


X brought to an end on September X 
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19%, when the Ramos government and 
die rebels signed a peace agreement. The 
26-year insurgency had resulted in the 
death of over 120,000 people. 

As per the pact, the rebels agreed to 
accept increased autonomy in Muslim ar¬ 
eas in the southern Philippines, instead of 
their original demand for a separate Mus¬ 
lim State. The MNLF (Moro National Lib¬ 
eration Front) will control a new peace 
council that will oversee economic devel¬ 
opment projects in 14 southern provinces 
lor three years. Then, in 1999, a plebiscite 
will be held to determine which of the 
provinces wish to join a new autonomous 
government. As regarding the MNLF's 
17000 guerrillas, about 5750 rebel fighters 
will join the Philippine armed forces and 
1750 others will join the national police. 
Other rebels would become civil servants. 

The pact is considered a major 
achievement for President Fidel Ramos 
who had desired to settle three insurgen¬ 
cies by Muslim rebels. Communists and 
Right-wing soldiers that have destabilized 
the nation and impaired its economy. Al¬ 
though two smaller Muslim rebel groups 
sliU reject the peace pact, the acceptance 
by the MNLF means that Ramos' admin¬ 
istration has now largely settled two of 
the three rebellions. 


USA 

Three convicted in plot to bomb 
US airlinere 

Q N September 6, 1996, three radical 
Muslims were convicted of plotting 
to plant bombs in a dozen US jets and 
killing thousands of passengers to ptmish 
the United States for supporting Israel. 
Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, the alleged master¬ 
mind ot the plot, and the two other defen¬ 
dants Abdul Hakim Murad and Wali Khan 
Amin Shah will face mandatory sentences 
of life in prison. Yousef is also accused of 
plotting the World Thide Centre Bombing. 
The trial had started in May. The de¬ 


cision of the jury is meant to send a mes¬ 
sage that no terrorist can hide from US 
justice. Yousef was named as the architect 
of a scheme to kill about 4000 passengers 
over a two-day period as they returned 
on Bella, Northwest and united flights to 
the United States from the Far East. He 
was also convicted of placing a bomb on 
a Philippine airlines flight to Tokyo on De¬ 
cember 11,1994, as a trial run. The bomb 
had exploded under the seat of a Japanese 
passenger, killing him and injuring 10 
other people. The US government, it 
seems, plans to try Yousef next year on 
charges stemming from the World Tirade 
Centre bombing, which killed six persons 
and injured more than 1000 people. 


SAARC 

Pledge to banish child labour by 
2010 

A t a recently held ministerial confer¬ 
ence on children of South Asia, the 
SAARC nations pledged to eliminate child 
labour from die region by die year 2010 
and launch a nutrition drive in South Asia 
The seven nations—India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Sri Unka, Nepal, Bhutan and 
the Maldives—also committed themselves 
to combating inter- and intra-country traf¬ 
ficking in children. They also discussed 
about assisting victims of violence due to 
prostitution and sexual exploitation. It was 
also resolved that social support systems 
at the community level would be estab¬ 
lished for children, particularly those 
with special needs for exan^le, the girl 
child, the working child, the refugee and 
the internally displaced child, the child 
in conflict with law and others falling in 
this category. 

The three-day conference, held in 
Rawalpindi, was inaugurated by Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. The Indian 
delegation was led by Parliamentary Af¬ 
fairs and Tourism Minister Srikant Kumar 
Jena. The 'Rawalpindi resolution', as it was 


named, adopted at the end of the confer¬ 
ence, noted that toere was widespread mal¬ 
nutrition in children, especially amongst 
those under two years of age. 'this, the 
resolution said, was linked not only to 
poverty but also to inappropriate child 
caring practices and infections. 

The nations said that in order to change 
the prevalent attitude, not only an inte¬ 
grated plan with greater emphasis on gen¬ 
der equality in various socio-economic 
development ptogramme.s was required, 
but also an organised campaign for gener¬ 
ating awareness. In this context, an alli¬ 
ance for children, built around the SAARC 
concept of "government-community pa rt- 
nership", could help in providing a con¬ 
ducive environment. for child 
development. 


RUSSIA 

Yeltsin gives charge to PM 

P RESIDENT Boris Yeltsin, preparing tor 
heart surgery, gave Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin partial control of 
several key ministries on September 10, 
1996. However, he has kept the nuclear 
"red button" under his own contml. 

In the first week of September, Presi¬ 
dent Yeltsin had announced tliat he would 
be undergoing heart spidery. He is likely 
to have a by-pass opefalion. The opera¬ 
tion is a routine for t^iose suffering from 
the Ischaemic disease, 

Under Russian l^w, a number of se¬ 
nior ministers, includf^g,those in charge of 
defence, interior, foreign affairs, counter¬ 
intelligence and fedCTjtl^ security, report di¬ 
rectly to the President rather than to the 
Prime Minister. Now they would be coor¬ 
dinating with Prir^^j Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin for aji^. questions regarding 
issues that require a decision by the head 
of the State. , j 

Meanwhile, pf^sure is growing on 
Nfr Yeltsin to ipsi^^ ^o that fresh elec¬ 
tions could be hfld and a new President 
elected. , 
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ATM: Automatic Teller Machine. 
AVL: Automatic %hicle Location. 
FIPB: Foreign Investment Promotion 
Board. 

GPS: Gldjal Positioning System. 
IRA: Insurance Regulatory Authority. 
NSC: National Security Council. 
PBS: Public Broadcasting System. 
UAV: Unmanned Aerial \fehicle. 

AWARDS 

B.D. Goenka Award 1995 

P iRANNOY Roy and Vinod Dua, cho¬ 
sen as a team, will be the tirst TV per¬ 
sonalities to receive the B.D. Goenka Award 
for excellence in Journalism. Behram 
Contractor, the celebrated Busybee col¬ 
umnist of Mumbai, is the awardee for 
English. 

Jehan Daruwala, editor of Bombay 
Samachar and Barun Sengupta, editor of 
Calcutta's Bartman, are also among the 
recipients. 

Gandhi Peace Prize 1996 

D r Ahangamage Tudor Ariyaratne 
of Sri Lanka has been nominated for 
the Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 1996. 
He was dwsen for the prestigious interna¬ 
tional prize for social, economic and po¬ 
litical transformirtion through non-vio¬ 
lence. 

The Award carries an amount of Rs 1 
crore and a citatioh.' 

jainnalal Bajaj Aw'^fds 1996 
TNDUMATl Parikh of Mumbai, well 
iknown for her work in the area of fam¬ 
ily planning, has bagged the Jankidevi 
Award. 

Hie award for outstanding contribu¬ 
tion in the fidd of constructive work has 
been given to Manubhai Pancholi of 


Gujarat. 

The recipient of the award for appli¬ 
cation of science and technology for rural 
development is S.S. Kalbag of 
Maharashtra. 

The International award for promot¬ 
ing Gandhian values outside India has 
been given to lawyer Adolfo de Obeita of 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. 

JRD Tata Corporate Leadership Award 

T he first JRD Tata Corporate Leader¬ 
ship Aw'ard has been given to the late 
Aditya Vikram Birla 

K.K.Birla Awards 1995 

I NDIA cricket captain Sachin Tendulkar 
and veteran handicapped athlete Ms 
Malathi K. Holla have bwn selected for 
the K.K. Birla foundation awards for 
sports for the year 1995. 

Olympian woman athlete Shiny Wil¬ 
son has been nominated for a special 
award. The awards carry a prize of Rs 
75,000 each. 

Right Livelihood Award 

A n Indian non-governmental 

organisation the Kerala Sastra 
Sahitya Parishad (KSSP) has won the 1996 
Right Livelihood award, also known as 
the alternative Nobel Prize. 

The Indian forum, along with two 
others, won the award jointly for their 
pioneering work in the fields of health, 
peace and development. The KSSP, 
founded in 1962, was rewarded for its 
work in the mass dissemination of science 
in Kerala. 

The other recipients were Greek 
homoeopathist George Vithoulkas and 
the Committee of Soldiers' Mothers of 
Russia. 

The $ 2.50 lakh award (to be shared 


by the recipients) will be presented on 
December 9,1996 in the Swedish Parlia¬ 
ment (Riksdag), the day before the Nobel 
Prize presentations. 

BOOKS 

Who is the Satan? 

E AN has published a book of aiticism 
n Salman Rushdie's 'The Satanic 
\ferses', called 'Who is the Satan'? It tries 
to expose "anti-Islamic propaganda" in 
Rushdie's novel and to stop "spiteful non¬ 
sense" being spread about Islam. The book 
is written by Ahmad Zomorodian and 
published by an Islamic association in 
Iran's culture ministry. It seeks to portray 
Rushdie as a mercenary ignorant about 
Islam. 

CONFERENCE 

'Destination India' 

O VER 70 multinational companies 
from 28 countries and senior foreign 
government officials attended India's first 
State-hosted international investment 
summit ‘Destination India' which began 
on September 10,1996. 

'Destination India' was the first pro¬ 
motional event to be organised by die For¬ 
eign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) 
in association with the Federation of In¬ 
dian Chambers of Commerce of India 
(HCCI). 

DEFENCE 

' VikranP de-commissioned 
T 7TKRANT, the ageing aircraft carrier, 
V has finally been put to sleep in the 
docks of Bombay port. The Indian Navy 
is now handicapped with only one carrier 
policing the coastline. The government is 
yet to decide about a suitable replacemoit 
for Vikranl. 

A household name after its exploits 
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in the 1971 Indo-Pak war, Vikrant was 
deconunissioned after the government for¬ 
mally approved the process. 

Built by the British and christened 
HMS Hercules in 1945, the ship, carrying 
aircraft on board, was selected by the In¬ 
dian Navy. Redesigned for Indian needs, 
the renamed ship Wfcrant joined the Navy 
in 1961. 

The gentle giant became a popular 
name in 1971 when its guns and aircraft 
attacked enemy positions in Mangla, 
Khulna, Chittagong and Cox Bazar's 
ports. The ship, thus, fulfilled her assigned 
task without loss of any aircraft and wrote 
a glorious chapter in the history of Indian 
Navy operations. 

Its partner INS Virat is also on the 
last leg of its service. The ship will be 
phased out after eight or nine years. While 
the government can start building an air¬ 
craft carrier at its Cochin dockyard to re¬ 
place Virat, the Navy needs an immediate 
replacement for Vikrant. 

DISCOVERY 

Century's greatest archaeological find 

C HINESE archaeologists have un¬ 
earthed a previously unknown an¬ 
cient civilisation, about 3,500 years old. 
This is the first discovery of ancient urban 
civilisation on this scale for more than a 
century. 

Over 1,000 jade and bronze items, 
including some of the world's strangest 
sculptures, masks with eyes on stalks 
and heads with giant ears, have been 
found. 

Archaeologists are stunned by the 
discovery and baffled as to the identity of 
the ancient people who created this glit¬ 
tering lost culture Although the 
civilisation flourished in what is now 
western China, it does not appear to have 
been culturally or ethnically ancestral to 
modern mainstream Chinese culture. In¬ 
stead, it could be related to either the 
Tibeto-Burman tribes or to the Pacific 
Polynesians who still inhabit parts of 
western China. 

Details have been emerging only over 
the past decade foUowing the discovery 
in 1986 and 1988, at Sanxingdui, in China's 
Sichuan province, of sacrificial pits filled 


widi jade and bronze treasures. 

Most of the finds—hionze heads and 
statues, ritual equipment and jade trea¬ 
sures—have been unearthed inside a mas¬ 
sive ceremonial walled city, covering 
almost a square mile. 

The 3,600 to 3,100 years old city, with 
its residential districts and major public 
buildings, probably had a population of 
between 10,000 and 20,000 and boasted 
four miles of enormous defensive ram¬ 
parts. The metropolis was not only the 
capital of a substantial kingdom, but was 
also an important centre of religious pil¬ 
grimage. 

Archaeologists world-wide are now 
beginning to grapple with the mystery of 
the Chinese discovery and are searching 
for answers regarding the identity of the 
civilisation and its rulers. 

EXPEDITION 

Seismic station in Antarctica 

E DIA will establish a seismic observa- 
ry in Antarctica near its permanent sta- 
ti(M\ Maitri during its 16th expedition to 
the icy continent in the first week of De¬ 
cember, 1996. 

India will operate the broad band 
digital seismic observatory to monitor and 
study seismic activity in and aroimd Ant¬ 
arctica, to determine hypocentres of earth¬ 
quakes occurring throughout the world 
Presently, seven countries have seis¬ 
mic stations with digital broad band seis¬ 
mographs in Antarctica, which was 
considered till 1960 as an aseisnvic area 
(free from seismicity) but subsequent ob¬ 
servations brought to light moderate seis¬ 
micity of the continent. 

The 16th Indian expedition team com¬ 
prises 58 members including scientists 
from National Geophysical Research In¬ 
stitute (NGRI) near Hyderabad. It will be 
headed by Dr A.L. Koppar of the Indian 
Meteorological Department. 

Geophysical investigations have been 
an integral part of India's research 
progranune in Antarctica right from the 
initial stages. The initial investigations were 
confined to the ice-shelf region. After the 
commissioning of Maitri, helicopter-borne 
and helicopter-supported surveys have also 
been conducted over the glaciated region. 


PERSONS 

Ariyaratne, Ahangamage llidor 

D r Ahangamage Tudor Ariyaratne, 65, 
of Sri Lanka has been chosen for the 
Gandhi Peace Prize 1996 for his outstanding 
work in harnessing energies of rural people 
for development aivl his commitment and 
dedicatiem to foe cause d foe poor durii^ 
foe last foree-and-a-half decac^. 

A social scientist with a conunitment 
to the Gandhian philosophy. Dr 
Ariyaratne founded the Sarvodaya 
Shramdan Movement in Sri Lankq in 
1958. He was abo drawn upon Buddhist 
thought and culture to catty forward the 
Gandhi legacy. 

A recipient of the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award in 1969, Dr Ariyaratne has been 
honoured with Niwano Peace Prize among 
others. He has several publications to his 
credit on philosophy, global peace, non¬ 
violence and education. 


Bhagwat,\^shnu 

A dmiral Vishnu Bhagwat, former 
Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of 
the Western Naval Command, is the new 
Naval Chief of India. 

Admiral Bhagwat succeeded Admi¬ 
ral VS. Shekhawat who retired on Sep¬ 
tember 30. He is recipient of Ati Visliisht 
Seva Medal and Param Vishisht Seva Medal 
for distinguished services of exceptionally 
high order. 


PLACES 


Madras is Chennai mm. 

W ITH foe Centre giving its go-ahead 
for renaming Madras city, foe 300- 
year-old city becameChennai on October 
1, 1996. 


A gazette notificalicm giving effect to 
the change in name iwfl&issued with effect 
from September 30. >ld' - 

The State government had passed a 
bill in the State legislMure on Aii^ust 31 
providing for renamqfig foe city as Chennai 
in all languages, insitead of Madras or 
Madharas. 


RESEARCH i/i i 

Herbal Fuel i-,-. 

A high scho(^4fopout from Tunil 
XxNadu cmated bbfory when he turned 
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wat<ff into a petrol-like fuel by mixing it 
with a herb he had discovered in the 
.hills 

Scientists who witnessed his demon¬ 
stration have, however expressed doubts 
on the new discovery. 

Hie discovery means that, given the 
herb, plain water can be converted into a 
fuel that can drive vehicles. Ramar Pillai, 
30, who discovered the amazing herb 
seven years ago has been selling die fuel 
in his near Rajapalayam. 

SPACE 

Astronauts as space age gastronauts' 

T he space shuttle Atlantis closed in on 
Mir on September 18, 1996 carrying 
food and provisions such as water and air 
for the sealed space station. Space travel¬ 
lers often complain that food tastes bland 
in weightlessness and the shuttle carried 
onions and garlic, along with other 
things. 

Sometimes that leads to desperate mea¬ 
sures: cosmonauts Valentin Lebedev and 
Anatoly Berezovoi gobbled up onions 
meant for reseamh during their 211-day 
Salyut station mission in 1982. Some astro¬ 
nauts bring up hot sauce to splash on their 
meals. 

The shuttle also picked up NASA 
astronaut Shannon Lucid, who spent a 
record-breaking «lx. months aboard Mir 
and was replac^ by John Blaha for a four- 
month stay in orbit. 

Hubble captures vfws of galaxy 
formation 

T he Hubble sp^ telescope has cap¬ 
tured detailed'images of ISstar groups 
that are merging in such a way and in 
such a small area '&at they will form a 
galaxy, one of the fundamental structural 
elements of the visible universe. 

The star clustn^’ each with about a 
billion stars, are gathered in an area only 
about 2 million light.ryears across. That is 
a densely packed cni^ by celestial stan¬ 
dards. 

The images, photographed by the 
Hubble in a 24-hour-long exposure, are 
thought to be the earliest view ever of 
galaxy formation, thus shedding light 
on one of the endiitthg questions of 


astronomy—about formation of galax¬ 
ies. 

y/ery litde was known about the pro¬ 
cess because galaxy formation occurred 
billions of years ago and far beyond the 
view pf most telescopes. Only now are the 
Hubble and some new ground instruments 
able to start answering questions about 
galaxy-forming process. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Indian Hinglish gains acceptance 

T he latest edition of the Oxford Ad¬ 
vanced Learner's Dictionary (OALD) 
with a special supplement section on In¬ 
dian English gives legitimacy to words and 
phrases this country has appropriated over 
the years and made a part of its informal 
lexicon. 

With the proliferation of Indo-Anglian 
writers and their apparent popularity and 
the fact that India Is the single largest 
market of the Oxford.dictionaries in the 
world, it was considered necessary to add 
a special section to the latest edition of the 
dictionary. 

The supplement is compiled by Indira 
Chowdhury Sengupta and has more than 
3,.500 entries. 

The dictionary is an effort to com¬ 
pile the Raj language as spoken in the 
subcontinent and would help a visitor 
to India understand the variegated idi¬ 
oms of Indian English. Academic insti¬ 
tutions all over the world would find ii 
easier to understand Indian English with 
the help of such a novel work of refer- 


AVL system for Bangalore cops 

P OLICE in Bangalore will acquire 
toe country's first satellite controlled 
Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) system 
to rush to a crime accident spot or to help 
persons badly in need of poUce assistance 
in less than 10 minutes. 

Over 50 police vehicles, accident re¬ 
lief units, fire and ambulance vehicles 
would be fitted with the highly sophisti¬ 
cated and most modern 'Globid Position¬ 
ing System' (GPS) antennae—the most 
important gadget of the state-of-the-art 
AVL system. 

The system uses GPS receivers to as¬ 


sist in tracking and despatching vehicles 
which are moving very closer to the acci¬ 
dent spot. 

This system provides users toe capac¬ 
ity to answer immediately to an emergency 
situation and gives law e^oicement agen¬ 
cies an invaluable advantage in terms of 
time. 

Experts in the area.of medical emer¬ 
gencies, crimes, accidents and fires are 
of the view that each extra second gf ined 
represents an astronomical increase in 
possibilities of achieving positive re¬ 
sults. 

A digitised map is used in a central 
station displaying toe real-time location 
of all or a subset of vehicles on muitipie 
screens using an award winning Windows 
based AVL despatch software. 

As the vehicles move, the computer's 
digital map, which is synchronise with 
the movement of toe vehicle's position, 
automatically tracks it. 

The most sophisticated system 
would also be used by the owners of 
expensive cars. These cars would be 
equipped with hidden emergency but¬ 
tons, passwords and automatic theft sens¬ 
ing electronics. 

Exhibition of photography in 19th 
century India 

O NE hundred fifty one facsimile pho¬ 
tographs, selected from the vast ar¬ 
chives of toe British library's oriental and 
Lidia office collections, were exhibited in 
Bhubaneshwar recently. They were part 
of an exhibition held to commemorate 
India's 150 years of photography. Titled 
"A shifting focus: photography in Lidia 
1850-1900", the exhibition was organised 
by the British Council and British Library 
in - collaboration with the Orissa 
government's Department of Tourism and 
Culture. 

The exhibition covered the period 
between 1850 and 1900, which heralded 
experimentation in both the technical 
and functional development of the me¬ 
dium. The exhibition showed that pho¬ 
tography in India during the 19tb 
century compared favourably with the 
finest produced anywhere ebe in the 
world. 
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SPORTS 


BILLIARDS 

Worid professional billiards 
championship 

MDCE Russell regained his world crown 
after a gap of four years by defeating Geet 
Sethi by pointsina disappointingly one¬ 
sided tide-clash of the Gold Flake world 
professional billiards chan^ionship that was 
held in Mumbai. 

BOXING 

World Boxing Association (WBA) 
heavy-weight title 

MIKE Tyson defeated Bruce Seldon to 
win the World Boxing Association (WBA) 
heavy-weight title held in Las Vegas on 
September 8. 

Later on September 25, the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) declared the 
heavy-weight title vacant. Mike Tyson 
had to relinquish his title after violation 
of a New Jersey court order which re¬ 
quired Tyson to fight Lennox Lewis of 
Britain before facing WBA champion 
Bruce Seldon. The WBC will now hold a 
public purse bid for the title fight be¬ 
tween Lennox Lewis and Oliver McCall 
(US). 

CHESS 

Credit Suisse Masters Rapid Chess 
Toumament 

VISWANATH Anand of India defeated 
Garry Kasparov of Russia, 2.5-1.5, to win 
the Credit Suisse Masters Rapid Chess 
Toumament. 

National Women's 'B' chess 
championsldp 

ANUPAMAGokhale of Petroleum Sports 
Control Board claimed the 23rd National 
Women's 'B' chess championship with 
7.5 points. The championship was held 


in Bangalore. 

CRICKET 

Singer Cup 

WORLD Cup Champions Sri Lanka 
clinched a 50-fun victory over Australia to 
claim the triangular series Singer Cup held 
in Colombo. India was tf\e tfiird partici¬ 
pating country. 

Sri Lanka-Zimbabwe Test match 
series 

SRI Lanka swept the two-Test series when 
it beat Zimbabwe by 10 wickets in the 
Second Test match held in Colombo. The 
first test was won by Sri Lanka by an 
innings and 77 runs. 

Sahara Cup friendship cricket series 
PAKISTAN clinched the Sahara Cup friend¬ 
ship cricket series 3-2 with a 52-run vic¬ 
tory over India in ttve fifth and fmal one- 
day held in Toronto, Canada. 

Irani Trophy 

KARNATAKA won Ae Irani Trophy, held 
in Bangalore, beating Rest of India by 5 
wickets. 

New Manager 

THE Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCl) announced that former Test crick¬ 
eter Madan Lai would be the new erkket 
manager of the Indian team. 

Madan Lai, an all-rounder who was 
in the 1983 World Cup winning team, 
replaced Sandip Patil who had earlier 
taken over from A|it Wadekar. 

HOCKEY 

48th Senior national women's hockey 
diampionship 

RAILWAYS won the championship by 


beating Bihar with a comfortable margin 
of 3-1 at die Nadoiuil Shidium in New 
Delhi. 

KHO-KHO 

First Asian Kho-Kho Championship 
INDIA won the first Asian Kho-Kho 
championship by beating Bangladesh 30- 
11 in the final round of the five-nation 
meet held in Calcutta. 

SWIMMING 

Junior National Swimming 

Championships 

KARNATAKA won theoverall team cham¬ 
pionship, followed by Delhi. 

In the boys group II championship, 
Elvis Ali Hazarii^ of Assam helped the 
State win the Championship in that cat¬ 
egory. Karnataka won the boys Group 1 
and girls Group n titles. 

TENNIS 

US Open 

PETE Sampras beat Michael Chang 6- 
1, 6-4, 7-6 (7-3) to ‘win his fourth US 
Open title. Sampras put on an impec¬ 
cable show of force and grace starting 
from his first 125 mph (200 kph) ser¬ 
vice winner to his last at 117 mph (188 
kph). 

Steffi Graf beat Mbhica Seles 7-5,6-4 
to win the women'^'^mgles title. 

IMth this win, Gfltif clinched her fifdt 
US Open title as well as her 2l8t Grand 
Slam title. 

ATP Challenger tennis tournament 
PLEG Ogorodov q£ Uzbekistan beat 
Leander Paes 6^7 3-6 in die final of 

the ATP ChaUer^, tennis toumament 
held in Madras. 
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Question Box 


Q. Whit is HDI? 

—Azmat Kama!, New Ddhi 
A. The United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) has devised indices 
that compare the state of different develop¬ 
ment parameters in countries. HDI, or 
Human Development Index, is one of them 
and gives a measure of human develop¬ 
ment. It is calculated by taking into account 
life expectancy, literacy and adjusted per 
capita real GOR HDIs of different countries 
were published in Competition Master, Oc¬ 
tober 1995 issue. 

Q. On what basis is a country called 
underdeveloped?, Can India be called 
underdeveloped? 

—ionu Sedan, Kathua (J&K) 
A. The term 'underdeveloped country' 
is a euphemism fpr 'poor'. India can be 
classifi^ as a developing country. 

Q. 1 am poor iii'English. Please give 
me some suggestions for improving my 
language. 

—R. Srimvasa, Visakhapalnam (AP) 
A. Most peopip in our country who 
study English c^s 3 .^cond language are 
weak in English.. ,U jan be increased by 
reading good bo^|i$, and listening to 
programmes on tj^,.|:^dio and watching 
television. Practice.iappeaking must also 
be done. Improvement of a language is a 
long-term effort can join an insti¬ 

tute in your area wl^i} will help you with 
exercises and develgp^jjoth your writing 
and speaking skills. 

Q. What is the meaning of the 
double which Michael Johnson won in 
the Atlanta Olympics? 

~\ml^Prttsad, Hyierahad 
A. Michael Jolmson won the gold 
medals for both the the 400m 

race, whkh is called a double. 


Q. What is braille? 

—Tapan Bera, 24 Parganas (West Bengal) 
A. Braille is a form of printing in which 
tlie characters ate defm^ by a scries of 
dote on paper, which are rai^. A blind 
person can feel the raised parts and can 
read by means of passing their fingers on 
the paper. 

Q. 1 cannot afford the expenses of 
an MBA course. Are any scholarships 
or loan facilities available? 

—A.K. Maity, Alwar (Rajasthan) 
A. With the trend of privatisation in 
education, fee for the MBA has been in* 
creasing over the years. There arc few 
scholarships available, which you can 
check out with the respective institutes. 
Banks too give education loans, provided 
you have some security to offer them. 

Q. I have done my graduation in bio¬ 
chemistry. Should 1 do M.$c. onMBA? 

—Shazli Khan, Aligarh 
A. What you should do is a personal 
decision. It would also depend on your 
aptitude and interest. 

Q. 1 am an arts student and would 
like to do MBA. Where can I get coun¬ 
selling and help regarding this career? 

—Sonia Singh, Chandigarh 
A. You should start preparations 
early to get into a good institute. The 
pattern of the paper has been discussed 
in our management feature For profes¬ 
sional help and counselling, contact a 
professional iiutitute in Chandigarh. 

Q. How can 1 become captain of a 
ship? 

—L Swaroop, Hyderabad 
A. Look for training for tiite Mer¬ 
chant Navy and join it. Some of the in¬ 
stitutes are featured in our Admissions 


Alert column. 

Q. I am studying in class li and 
would like to make a career in the Army 
or Air Force. Please advise me. 

—Sukhjil Kttur, Ludhiana (Punjab) 

A. There are a number of options 
available and women can join in any area 
they like. You can prepare for the entry at 
different levels. For further information, 
contact the lAfomen's Cell at Army HQ. 

Q. Is it necessary to get a fellowship 
of the UGC for becoming a lecturer? 

—Ajeet Singh Kuwari, Pumea (Bilmr) 

A. Ybu would have to appear in the 
NET exam of tihe UGC, which will qualify 
you to become a lecturer. 

Q. I want to make my career in televi¬ 
sion. Please advise me what I should do. 

—Kunutri Shashi Sin/^, Ambak 

A. Television offers several areas in 
which you can make a career—technical, 
presentation, reporting and so on. You 
should decide which field you are inter¬ 
ested in, and then get training and apply 
accordingly. 

Q. I want to do MCA. What are the 
future prospects of the course? 

—Ekta Ahluwalia, New Delhi 

A. Computers is a growing field, so 
ffteprospects for it are good. 

Q. What is TOEFL? What is the 
address for appearing in the TOEFL? 

—R.K, Thakur, Kanpur 

A. TOEFL is a Test of English as a 
Foreign Language. It is a three and a half 
hour test of English proffciency and con¬ 
sists of iistenii^ writing and reading com¬ 
prehension. The address is: TOEFL 
Programs and Services, P.O. Box 6155, 
Princeton, NJ 08541-6155, USA. 
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Q. We are sick of corruption in public life. How can our 
society become clean and honest once again? 

—Subral Ranjan, Rairangpur (Orissa) 

A. For the society to become clean, an improvement in indi¬ 
vidual values and morals is required. Unfortunately, that is not 
happening. Some other methods of controlling corruption have 
bera mentioned in our cover story "Selling the Nation" published 
in the March, '96 issue. 

Q. What is "red tapism"? 

^ —Malkii Singh, Mimpong fW.B.) 

A. Red tapism refers to excessive bureaucracy, especially in 
public areas. It comes from the tape that government hies are tied 
up in. To get the officials to do something would mq>ly ffiat the 
r^ tape is to be removed. 

Q. What is the cash reserve ratio? 

—Narinder Singh, Nauni (HP) 

A. Cash reserve ratio is the ratio of ffie cash that a bank must 
hoid, in relation to its deposits. It is the balance money which it can 
invest or loan. The CRR is controlled by the RBI and it is neces¬ 
sary to have some cash in a bank to meet day-tonlay transactions. 

Q. I am a student of science. I have a serious problem 
since we do not have good teachers in our village. V^at can 
be a solution to this problem? 

—Ravindra Kumar Meena, Neevganj (UP) 

A. The only solution would be to shift to a city and join a 
good school or private coaching classes. 

Q. What are non-voting shares? 

—Wto/ Prasad, Hyderabad (AP) 

A. Shares in a company normally carry voting rights i.c., a 
shareholder can vote in the company's AGM. Non-voting shares 
are like other shares, but the shareholder does not have the right 
to vote in the AGM. 

Q. Can reservation solve the problems of the poor? 

—Couri Sfankar, Cudari (Orissa) 

A. This has been a hotly debated topic and the general opin¬ 
ion is that reservation has outlived its purpose. It is only the 
educated among the poor who comer all the benefits of reserva¬ 
tion while the illiterate has nothing to look forward to. The ef¬ 
fect of reservations on poverty is illustrated by the fact that 
reservations have had no considerable impact on the poor; only 
economic policies can uplift them. 

Q. What is the difference between Public and Private 
Sector? 

—Sangram Kr. Nayak, Berhampur (Orissa) 

A. The public sector consists of companies which are owned 
by the goverrunent. On the other hand private sector constitutes 
privately owned companies. 
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Quantitative Aptitude 

TTE Commercial Clerks Exam held by RRB Mumbai 

on 23rd June, 1996 


1. Find the area of plywocid in sq an used for making 
a closed box 25 cm long, 20 cm wide and 10 cm high. 

(«) 900 (b) 500 (f) 1900 

(d) None of these 

2. The perifneters of a circular and another square field 
are equal. Find the area in .sq m of the circular field if the area 
of the square field is 121 sq m. 

(a) no .(b) 154 (c) 222 

(d) None of these 

3. A classroom for 100 students is to be built. Each 
sbident reqiures 10 sq m floor area and 15 cu m of air. If the 
room is to be 20 m long, what should be the height of the room 
in meters? 

(a) 7 (b) 3.5 (<•) 2.8 (d) 1.5 

4. A man takes 3 hours and 45 min to row a boat 15 km 
downstream of a river and 2 hours and 30 min to cover a 
distance of 5 km upsiream. Find the speed of the river current 
in km per hour. 

{a) 1 .(b) 3 (c) 2 (d) 4 

5. Anand and San)eev together can finish a work m 8 

days. Anand alone can do it in 12 days. How many days will 
Sanjeev alone take to complete the same work? 

(a) 16 -(b) 24 (c) 4 

(d) None of these 

6. 19/20 of 21 is equal to 1 /30 of: 

i (a) 598^ (b) 56 (r) 621 (d) 42^ 

7. TheaveFageof(lhepnKluctofaandb)andbist*qual 
j to a. An expression for a is: 

(a) (b) (c)2 + b (d)4-b + i 

8. The salary of Sunil is 40% more than that of Sonia. By 
what per cent is the salary of Sonia less than that of Sunil? 

(a) 40 (b) 25 • (c) 28^ (d) 23 

9. The ages of Ramesh and Suresh are in the ratio 9:4. 

I Seven years hence, the ratio of their ages will be 5:3. What is 
j the present age of Ramesh in years? 

(a) 25 ?(b) 18 (c) 30 (d) 48 

10. The average age of 8 men increases by 2 years when 
one of them whose age is 20 years is replaced by a ftenh man. 
What is the age of the fresh man in years? 


(«) 30 (b) 32 (c) 36 (d) 38 

11. A piece of paper is 25 cm long and 20 cm wide. A 
triangle of 15 cm base and 8 cm hei^t is cut out of this. What 
is the area of remaining piece of paper in sq cm? 

(a) 500 (b) 4M (c) 440 (d) 525 

12. One NCC camp is planned for240cadets for 28 days. 
But only 112 cadets attend. For how many day^ can these 
cadets stay in the camp till the rations are exhausted? 

(a) 56 (b) 120 * (c) 60 (d) 90 

13. One tap can fill a tank in 60 minutes while the other 
can empty it in 50 minutes. If the tank is full and both the taps 
are opened, how many minutes wfll be required to empty the 
tank? 

(a) 60 - (b) 180 ‘ (c) 300 (d) 170 

14. The expense of carpeting a halfroom was Rs 5i0. If 
the length of the room had been 2 metres less than it was, the 
expense would have been Rs 480. What was the length of the 
room in metres? 

(a) 18' (b) 36 (c) 24 (d) 31 

15. Five years ago, GopaTs age was 5 times the age of 
Shankar. Thr« years hence. GopaTs age will be 3 times the 
age of %ankar. What is the present age of Gopal in years? 

(a) 40 (b) 45 (c) 55 (d) 35 

16. In an examination, a candidate must get 40% marks 
to pass. A candidate who gets 210 marks fails by 40 marks. 
Find the nwximum number of marks. 

(a) 1000 (b) 625 (c) 1250 (d) 500 

17. A room is square in shape with each side 5 m. What 
is the number of tiles of size 20 cm x 20 cm required to cover 
the floor of this room? 

• (a) 625 (b) 6250 (c) 1250 (d) 1600 

18. Ramesh purchased 25 kg erf groundnut for Rs 500 
and si4d it at the rate of Rs 2330 kg. What is the percentage 
of profit? 

{a) 10 (b) 15 -v(c) 17.50 <d) 7.50 

19. One wheel is 7/11 metres in diameter. The wheel 
rotates on the ground and makes 20 revolutitxts in one 
minute. How mudi lengd\ in metres does it cover in one 
hour? 

(«) 40 (b) 60 (c) 1200 <rf) 2400* 

20. A bus is running at the speed of 48 km per hpur. How 
do you express Hie spetid in metres per second?. 

NovsMBsn m coMPErmoN maeter »h 



[a) 48 


(b) 40 


21. The average of 11 numbers is 30. The average of the 
first six is 35 and that of the last 6 is 28. The sixth number is: 

(a) 38 (b) 48 (c) 32 

(df) None of these 

22. A room is 15 m long, 4 m broad and 3 m high. It has 
one door 1.2 m wide and 2.5 m high. What is the area in sq m 
of internal painting of waits and the roof? 

(a) 171 (b) 111 m (c) 114 (d) 1140 

23. TTie sum of 5/9. 7/18 and 11 /24 = ? 


/ . -.29 

(a) 


(b) 1 “ (0 (d) 


y*f ^ 7^ ' ^ 72 ' ^ 72 

24. A certain lowest number when divided by 28 leaves 
a remainder of 20. What is the remainder when the same 
number is divided by 7? 

(fl) 2 (b) 6 (c) 3 (d) 5 

25. Find the number which when multiplied by 13 is 
increased by 180. 

(fl) 13 (b) 12 (c) 15 (d) 14 

26. What sum of money produces Rs 70 as simple inter¬ 
est at 7 per cent in 4 years. 

(fl) .500 (b) 250 (c) 400 . (d) 700 

27. The value of x, where x; 2|j:: 21 :50 is: 


/ 1 3 

13 


50 50 *.50 *49 

28. The value of 3 km and 9(X) m as a frachon of 19 km 
and 500 m is: 

w w I (0 1 ^d) i 

29. 8.5 can be expressed as a percentage as: 

(fl) 857o (b) 8.5% (c) 850% 

(d) None of these 

30. The simplification of (8 x 21 x 24)/(48 x 7 x 15) i.s: 

w I m I (01 MI 

(c) None of these _ 

ANSWERS Sc EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) Reqdareaof plywood = 2(25 x 20 + 20x10+ 10 x 25) 

= 1900 sq cm 

2. (b) Side of a square field = Vl21 = 11 m 

.-. Its perimeter = 4x11 = 44 m 
C = 44 m 

f 44 7 _ 

Area of circle = = -~ x 7 x 7 

= 154 sq m 

3. (d) Floor area = 1(X) x 10 = 1000 sq m 

Vd = 100x15 = 1500 cum 
. V 1500 , - 

‘’'a'kSo*'®"' 
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4. (fl) Let the speed of boat in stiU water be x km/hr and 

that of river current = y km/hr 
Speed of boat downstream = x + y km/hr 

Speed of boat upstream = x - y km/hr ® ^ 

4 

x + y = 15x-^ = 4 

or X + y = 4... (i) 

x-y=5x|=2 

or X - y = 2 ... (ii) 

Solving (i) and (ii) y = 1 km/hr 

5. (b) Work done by Sanjeev in 1 day ~ g “ ^ ~ ^ 

.'. Reqd. time = 24 days 

6. (fl) ^of21=^ofx 

.-. x = ^x21 x30 = 598| 

7. (b) ^\+-'^ = a 

.'. ab + b = 2 a ab - 2 a = -b 
a(b- 2 ) = -b=>a =|~2 

8 . (c) Reqd %age = x 100 

-200 ,«4 

7 ^*7 

9. (b) Let the present ages of Ramesh and Suresh be 9x and 

4x respectively 

.-.ATsl’^tZ 5 
4x + 7 3 

.-. x = 2 .-. 9x=9x2 = 18 

10. (c) Age of fresh man = 8 (x + 2) - ( 8 x - 20) = 36 years 

Where x is the average age of 8 men 

11. (c) Area of the remaining piece of paper 

= 25x 20 - ^ X 8 X 15 = 440 sq cm 

12. (c) 240:112 = x: 28 

240 x 28 . 

orx = — =60 days 

13. (c) Work done in 1 minute to empty the tank 

“50“60~300 

Reqd time = 300 minutes 

14. (fl) Let the reqd length be 1 m 

Rate of carpetting = 

j. 2 x 540 2 x 480 
A.T.S.—^ = -^ri 2 ^=»l = 18 

15. (b) Let Shanker'spresmt age be X years 

5 years ago, Shanker's age was x-5 years 





OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

Orissa Staff Selection Commission, Industries Promotion 
Officers’ Exam held on the 16th June, 1996 


We are grateful to Mr Alakananda Mohanty of AinthapalU 
(S^mbalpur) far sending these questions to us. 

1. Aryans did not know the use of; 

(a) Horse (b) Armour 

(c) Iron (d) None of these 

2. Muin-ud-Din Chishti was hurried at: 

(a) FatehpurSikri (b) Agra 

(c) Ajmer (d) Delhi 

3. Mahavir was born at: 

(a) Vaishali (b) Pataliputra 

(c) Kasi (d) Takshila 

4. Find the incorrect pair: 

(fl) Buddha—Lumbini 

(b) Vedvyas—Vedanta 

(c) Tukaram—U.P. 

(d) Harshavardhan—Ratnavali 

5. Find out the wrong combination: 

(a) Liberation of Goa—1960 

(b) Indo-Soviet Treaty—1971 

(c) National Emergency—1975 

(d) None of these 

6 . Find the mis-match of the following; 

(a) 1757—Battle of Plassey 

(b) 1835—English was used as medium of instruc¬ 

tion in India 

(c) 1805—Battle of Trafalgar 

(d) 1793—Death of Tipu Sultan 

7. Who was the founder of Bramho Samaj? 

(fl) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

(b) Jai Prakash Narayan 

(c) Vinoba Bhave 

(d) None of these 

8 . What is meant by Latitude? 

(fl) It is the line joining the two Poles 

(b) It is the angular distance between the Poles 

(c) It is the distance of any place north or south of the 
Equator 

(d) None of these 

9. Which country is the maximum producer of coffee? 

(a) India (b) China 

(c) Sri Lanka (d) Brazil 

10. ASEAN was formed in the year? 

(a) 1954 (b) 1962 

(c) 1967 (d) 1972 

11. Who was the witness of the Israel-Egypt peace ac¬ 
cord held in 1979? 

(tt) Indira Gandhi (b) Nasser 

(c) Carter (d) None of these 

12. Which branch of UN won the Nobel Peace Prize in 
flw year 1965? 

(a) FAO (b) WHO 

(c) UNESCO (d) UNICEF 

13. The name of which country's Parliament is known as 


Congress? 

(fl) UK (b) USSR 

(c) USA (d) Norway 

14. Who is the author of Le Contract Social (The Social 
Ccmtract)? 

(fl) Marx {b) Rousseau 

(c) Faulkner (d) None of these 

15. Who is the Chairman of Council of States? 

(fl) President 

(f>) Vice-President 
(f) Speaker of Lok Sabha 

(d) Prime Minister 

16. Education is a subject of: 

(fl) State List (b) Union List 

(c) Concurrent List (d) None of these 

17. Females outnumber males in which State of India? 

(fl) Bihar (b) Kerala 

(c) Karnataka (d) Assam 

18. Which State has the most of its population under 
poverty line? 

(fl) Orissa (b) Bihar 

(c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Sikkim 

] 9. Octroi tax is a source of revenue of; 

(a) Revenue tax of State 

(h) Tax of Municipal Corporation 
(c) Both (fl) and (b) 
id) None of these 

20. Which vitamin deficiency causes excess bleeding? 

(fl) A (b) D (c) K (d) E 

21 . It is easier to swim in sea because: 

(fl) Salinity 

(b) Density is higher than fresh water 

(c) Due to Tide 

(d) None of these 

22. Genetic Engineering is known as: 

(fl) Biochemistiy (b) Biophysics 

(c) Biotechnology (d) None of these , 

23. What was India's position in Hiroshima Asiad in 
hcKkey? 

(fl) 1st (b) 2nd (c) 3rd (d) 4^ 

24. Which Tribal Community of Manipur is engaged in 
war against the Nagas? 

(fl) Kukis (b) Khasis 

(c) Meathans (d) None of these 

25. Which State has the highest percentage of reserve 
seats for SC, ST and OBC candidates? 

(fl) UP (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Kanuitaka (d) Bihar 

26. Which film won the 66 th OSCAR award in the year 
1994? 

(fl) Schindler's List (b) Fugitive . 

(c) Jurassic Park (d) Bandit Queen 

27. Which coimtry has given asylum on the writ of Tas- 
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lima Nasreen? 

(a) USA. {b) India 

, (c) Sweden (d) Switzerland 

28. Whidi country is the highest donor of Aid to India in 
Aid-India Consortium? 

(a) Germany (b) Japan 

(c) Italy (d) Russia 

29. Kilowatt is the unit of: 

(a) Energy {b) Power 

(c) Charge (d) Voltage 

30. Minimum velocity required for a rocket to escape the 
Earth's gravitational force is: 

(fl) 8.1 km/s (b) 11.2 km/s 

(c) 18.2 km/s (d) 35.2 km/s 

31. Which tree grows faster of the following? 

(a) Teak (h) Eucalyptus 

(c) Banyan (d) Coarnut 

32. Water pollution in river is measured by the percent¬ 
age of dissolved amount of: 

(o) Oxygen (b) Ozone 

(c) HydrtJgen (d) Nitrt^gen 

33. What type of mirror is used in vehicles for rear 
viewing? 

(a) Convex (b) Concave 

(c) Plane mirror (d) Plano-concave 

34. Isotopes of an element are different because of: 

(a) change in protons 

(b) change m neutrons 

(c) change in electrons 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

35. Which of the following is a rich source of Nicotine? 

(fl) Tea (b) Coffee 

(c) Tobacco (d) None of these 

36. Which party was in power in England when India 
got Independence? 

(n) Conservative 
Labour 

(c) Liberal—Democratic 
id) None of these 

37. During whose rule British received permission to 
establish their camp in India? 

(a) Shahjahan (b) Jahangir 

(c) Aurangzeb (d) Akbar 

38. Which industry in India employees highest number 
of persons? 

(a) Staiel and Iron ( 6 ) Textile 

(c) Cotton id) Leather 

39. Madhya Pradesh has common boundaries with how 
many States? 

(n) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 

40. Which Indian State tops with 90.59 per cent literacy 
rate? 

(a) Delhi (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Chandigarh id) Kerala 

41. Which State has no Legislative Council? 

(a) Tamil Nadu (b) West Bengal 

(c) Bihar, (d) Maharashtra 

42. Finance Commission is constituted in every:' 

(a) Two years (b) Three years 

(c) Four years (d) Five years 

43. I^nchayat Raj was constituted in the year: 

(fl) 1957 (b) 1952 

(c) 1951 (d) 1959 


44. Extinction of Lion is feared in which Iridian State? 

(a) Gujarat (b) Assam 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Uttar Prade^ 

45. Me secreted in stomach is used for: 

(fl) blood purification in kidney 

ib) puritication of blood outsioe kidney 

(c) digestion of food 

(d) None of these 

46. Value of Indian Currency is related to: 

(fl) Devaluation according to Dollar 

(b) Devaluation according to Pound 

(c) According to Gold reserve 

(d) None of these * 

47. Indian Constitution contains how many schedules? 

(fl) 8 (b) 9 (c) 10 (d) 11 

48. India's Main Battle Tank (MBp is known as: 

(fl) Pinaki (b) Aijun 

(c) Trishul (d) Akash 

49. Which State has the longest coastline? 

(fl) Andhra Pradesh (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Kerala (d) Orissa 

50. Bunting is a term in which game? 

(fl) Chess (b) Cricket 

(c) Baseball (d) Golf 

51. Kalahari desert is situated in; 

(fl) Southern part of North America 

(b) South-Western part of Asia 

(c) South-Western part of Africa 
id) North-Eastern part of Africa 

52. India's first indigenously developed spacecraft, 
launched in 1975, was; 

(fl) APPLE (b) INSAT-IC 

(c) INSAT-2A id) Aryabhatta 

53. Who won the best actress award in 1994 (4l8t Na¬ 
tional Film award)? 

(fl). Shabarw Azmi (b) Juhi Chawla 

(c) Shobana (d) Amrita Singh 

54. In Refrigeration, refrigerant used is: 

(fl) Ammonia (b) Nitrogen 

(f) Freon (d) Carbon Dioxide 

55. Decomposition of Organic matters is due to; 

(fl) Fungi (b) Bacteria 

(c) Virus id) Both (a) and (b) 

56. Great Indian Bustard is found in: 

(fl) Madhya Pradesh (b) Rajasthan 

(c) Assam (d) Nagaland 

57. Substance used for glowing match-stick is; 

(fl) Phosphorus (b) Sodium 

(c) Zinc id) Uranium 

58. The 1995 Sultan Azlan Shah hockey tournament was 
won by: 

(fl) Germany - (b) India 

(c) Malaysia (d) Indonesia 

59. Which of tire following films won the 67th Oscar 
award as the best film? 

(fl) Forest Gump (b) Blue Sky 

(c) Ed Wood (d) Burnt 

60. A secular State: 

(fl) does not believe in God 

(b) believes in only otw particular religion 

(c) prefers to leave religicm as a matter of individual 
conscience 

(d) believes in all religions 
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TTE Commercial Clerks Exam held by RRB Mumbai on 
23rd June, 1996 

We are grateful to Shri Shyaim Sundar Shastiy for sending 
the folloTving questions to us. 

61. WWch river falls m the Bay of Bengal? 

(a) Narbada (b) TapH 

(c) Mahanadi (rf) Chambal 

62. Vasco de Gama reached Calicut in; 

(a) 1748 (fc) 1498 

(c) 1698 (d) 1248 

63. Who invented the Steam locomotive? 

(a) Edison (b) Stevenson 

(c) JRDTata (d) Alexander 

64. In India, "Teachers' Day" is observed every year on: 

(a) November 14 (b) May 15 

(c) Septembers (d) None of these 

65. Who is known as the "Architect of the Constitution 
of India"? 

(a) Rajendra Prasad 

(b) V.V.Giri 

(c) B.R. Ambedkar 

(d) Dr S. Radhakrishnan 

66 . What is the approximate population of India as per 
last census in crores? 

(a) m (b) 84 (c) 78 (d) 91 

67. The largest copper producing country in the world 
is: 

(a) U.S.A. (b) Russia 

(c) South Africa (d) Chile 

68 . Who was the Governor-General of India when the 
country became independent? 

(a) Lord Attlee (b) Lord Mountbatten 

(c) Lord Falkland (d) None of these 

69. When was Indian National Congress bom? 

(a) 1880 (b) 1882 

. (c) 1885 (d) 1895 

(e) 1875 

70. The party in power in Tamil Nadu is: 

(a) DMK (h) AlADMK 

(c) Congress (d) Both (b) & (c) 

(c) None of these 

71. BCG vaccine is used for prevention of this disease in 
children; 

{a) poliomyelitis (ft) Tuberculosis 

(c) Cholera (d) None of these 

72. Who wrote "Alice in Wonderland"? 

(n) John Snow (b) Shakespeare 

(c) l.^wis Carrtil (d) Oscar Wilde 

73. Who is the author of: "jift ebfeiditi" 

(fl) Narasimha Rao (b) Atal Behari Vajjiayee 

(c) Viswanath Pratap Singh 

(d) None of these 

74. In India, the shortest day occurs cm: 

(n) December 1 (b) January 1 

(c) December 21 (d) December 31 

75. South pole is located in the continent of: 

(a) Africa (bi Australia 

(c)' Greenland (d) Antarctica 

76. The atmospheric pressure at any place is measured 
by; 

(a) Altimeter (b) Pressuremeter 

(c) Barometer (d) Thermometer 


(e) None of these 

77. Which of the folkiwing countries was not a semi- 
finalist in the Cricket World Cup 1996? 

(a) Sri Lanka . (b) England 

(c) Australia (lO India 

(c) West Indies 

78. India's PSLV rocket was successfully fired in March 
1996 from: 

(a) Trivandrum (b) Hassan 

(c) Sriharikota (d) Chandipur 

79. This shrine was burnt down by Kashmiri militants in 

1995: » 

(a) Hazratbal ' 

(b) Charar-e-Sharief 

(c) A temple in Jammu 

(d) A temple in Anantnag 

(e) None of these 

80. Ihe term "Let" is asscxriated with the game of; 

(a) Cricket (b) Billiards 

(c) Bridge (d) Badminton 

(р) Lawn Tennis 

The questions given below were set in a Bihar Public 
Service Commissions Examination held recently. 

81. "Bombay High" is located away from Bombay at a 
distance of: 

(fl) 176 km (b) 205 km 

(с) 370 km (d) 375 km 

82. Two rivers of Dandkaranya region are: 

(a) Nagawali and Bansdhara 

(b) Khapori and Ojhla 

(c) Dhasan and Kain 

(d) None of these 

83. Caribou is; 

(a) an Island (b) an animal 

(r) a river (d) a plant 

84. Indian example of glacial lake is: 

(a) Dal Lake (b) SambharLake 

, (c) Bhimtal Lake (d) Guhna Lake 

fSS. Westward flowing river is: 

(fl) Vaigai river (b) Bharpa river 

(c) Mahi river (d) None of these 

86 . Kedarnath Peak is locateii in: 

(n) Punjab Himalaya 

(b) Kashmir Himalaya 

(c) Nepal Himalaya 

(d) None of these 

87. Maithon Dam is constructed on: 

(fl) Koel river 

(b) Damodar river 

(c) Bokam river 

(d) Bara kar river 

88 . Indira Gandhi Canal Project is located in: 

(a) North-West Rajasthan 

(b) South-East Rajasthan 

(c) Western U.P. 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 

89. 'Tharu'is a tribe of: 

(fl) Damodar valley (b) Dumka 

(c) Palamau (d) N.WeSt Tarai region ■ 

90. The general slope of the Ganga plairi in Bihar is in 
per kilometer: 

(a) 35 cm (b) 48 cm 
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(c) 59 cm (i) 120 cm 

91 In the produchon of Bauxite Bihar ranks 

(a) First (b) Second 

(c) Third (d) Fifth 

92 Iron was first used m India around 

(fl) 1500 BC (b) 1200 BC 

(c) 800 BC (rf) 600 BC 

91 What was the function of the Rafukas m Mauryan 
administrahon^ 

(a) They were spies 

(b) They were tax-collectors 
(t) They were )udiciai officers 

(d) They were responsible for public welfare 

94 Who among the following were the hrst to issue 
gold coins’ 

(a) Mauryas (b) Indo-Greeks 

(t) Kushans (d) Guptas 

95 The Gupta empire was divided into smaller ad¬ 
ministrative units The most important of these was 

(a) Vishaya (b) Vithi 

(c) Pradesha (d) Bhukti 

96 The Siiiya Siddimiila of Aryabhatta was translated 
into Arabic by 

(a) al-Ra/i (b) al Fazan 

(c) al-Riiuni (d) al Farabi 

97 Who among the tolUiwmg rulers was the first to set 
up a department of agiiculture’ 

(a) Alauddin Khil]i 

(b) Muhammad bin Tughlaq 
(t) 11107 Shah 

(d) Shei Shah 

98 7 he memoirs of Sultan Firo/ Shah is known as 

(a) Tankh-i Tiro/Shahi 

(b) rataw a-i I no/ shahi 
(i) Dalail 1 f 1107 bhahi 
(d) F utiihdt 1 Firoz Shahi 

99 Akbar was influenced by eailiei rulers in all his 
following measures, except 

(fl) I eiigious tolerance 

(b) revenue system 

(c) militaiy administration 

(d) theory of kingship 

1(X) Which of the following is the official history of the 
reign of jahangir’ 

(a) Tu7uk-i Jahangiri 

(b) Maasii i Jahangiri 

(c) Iqbalnama-i lahangui 

(d) Tankh-i Jahangiri 

101 Aurangzcib levied higher tiade-duties on Fiindu 
traders 

(a) fmm the beginning of his reign 

(b) in the year 1665 
(cj in the year 1679 

(d) in the year 1689 

102 Jahangir allowed the English to begin their trade at 
Surat through a jdrman granted to 

(a) William Hawkms (b) Thomas Aldworth 

(c) Edward Terry (d) Sir Thomas Roe 

103 The Governor-General who knew both Persian and 
Bengali languages was 

(a) Warren Hastmgs (b) William Bent nek 

(c) Lord Wellesley (d) Lord Dalhousie 

104 The Royal Asiatic Soaety was founded in India 
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\iuring the Ck>vernor-Genera}ahip c>£ 

Ja) Wanen Hastings (b) William Bentindi 
(c) Lottl Hastings (a) Lord Dalhousie 

105. Whidi of the following statement about Lord 
Cornwallis is incorrect? 

(a) He destroyed tl« power of Tipu Sultan 
lb) He introduced f’ermanrait Settlement 
(c) Before coming to India he had been defeated by 
the American Colonists 

id) His term of office in India was from 1789 to 1798 

106. Lord William Bentinck is remembered for his 
reforms. Which of the following was not implemented during 
his reign? 

(a) Abolition of Safi (b) Abolition of Slavery 
(c) Suppression of 77«Mggcc 

Id) Beginning of western education with English as 
the medium of instruction 

107. Why did the Briti^ not annex Punjab after l^e first 
Sikh war? 

(a) The Company was averse to annexation 

lb) The Home Govenunent was averse to annexation 

(c) Lord Hardinge needed more for this pur- 
" pose 

(d) Lord Hardinge wanted to win over the Sikhs by 
liberal treatment 

108. The Morley-Minto Refi^ms mainly aimed at: 

(a) delegating more power to the Indians 

lb) wooing ^ Moderates in the Indian National 
Congress 

.(c) expansion of the legislature 
(d) None of the above 

109. Re-marriage of widows was legalised in; 

(o) 1859 (b) 1856 (c) 1872 (d) 1869 

110. Which of the following States has introduced the 
"Apni Beti Apna Dhan" scheme for the welfare of the girl- 
chUd? 

(fl) Madhya Pradesh (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Haryana (d) Rajasthan 

111. A comparatively cool reddi^ afar with diameter 
almost 35 times that of the Sun is; 

(a) Super giant star (b) Giant star 

(c) Nova Id) Super Nova 

112. Newt Gingrich has been in the news recently, lie 
was: 

(a) elected Speaker of the U.S. Senate 

(b) elected Speaker of the U.S. House of Repre- 
.sentatives 

(c) nominated Presidential candidate by the 
Republican Party 

(d) nominated as candidate for the office of vice- 
president by the Republican Party 

113. Nick Leeson was arrested recently in Frankfurt. He is: 

(b) an international terrorist 

(b) a political worker 

(c) former official of Baring Bank 

(d) None of the above 

114. What is the HflfHiW? 

(a) Organisation of Palestinian Arabs supporting Is¬ 
rael 

(b) Militant organisation of Arabs responsible for ter¬ 
rorist violence against Israel 

(c) A co-ordination committee to sup«vise transfer 
of power to Palestinian Arabs 

(d) None of the above 


115. If father and mother possess A-group of blood, the 
children will have the group: 

(a) A (b) AorB (c) A.B AorO 

116. The dwisity of pure water will be maximum on: 

(a) O^C (b) 4'’C (c) 25'“C (d) lOO’C 

117. Which of the following salt will show acidic charac¬ 
ter when dissolved in water? 

(b) Sodium chloride (b) Potassium chloride 

(c) Lithium chloride (d) Ammonium chloride 


_ ANSWERS _ 

1. (r) 2. (c) 3. (fl) 4. (b) 

5. (a) Goa was liberated in 1961. 

6 . (d) He died fighting the British forces in the fourth 

Mysore war in 1799. 

7. (fl) 8. (c) 9. (d) 

10. (c) ASEAN {AsscKiation of South Bast Asian Nations) is 
an international organisation established by the 
governments of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand on Aug 8,1967. 

Britannica 1991, Vol ll. Page 50. 


11 . (c) 

12 . 

(rf) 

13. (f) 

14. 

(b) 

15. (b) 

16. 

(fl) 

17. (b) 

18. 

(b) 

19. (b) 

2 (1. 

(0 

21 . (b) 

22 . 

(c) 

23. (b) 

24. 

(a) 

25. (B) 

26. 

(a) 

27. (c) 

28. 

{!>) 

29. (b) 

30. 

(b) 

31. (b) 

32. 

(d) 

33. (a) 

34. 

(d) 

35. (c) 

36. 

ib) 

37. (b) 

38. 

lb) 

39. (d) 

40. 

(d) 

41. (b) 

42. 

id) 

43. (d) 

44. 

ib) 

45. (c) 

46. 


47. (d) 

48. 

(b) 

49. (b) 

50, 

(£•) 

51. (c) 

52. 

(d) 

53 (c) 

54. 

(0 

55. (d) 

56. 

(«) 

57. (fl) 

58. 

lb) 

59. (a) 

60. 

(c) 

61. (c) 

62. 

lb) 

63. (b) 

64. 

(c) 

65. (c) 

66 . 

lb) 

67. (d) 

68 . 

(b) 

69 (c) 

70. 

(«) 

71. (b) 

72. 

(0 

73. (b) 

74. 

(c) 

75. (d) 

76. 

(c) 

77. (b) 

78. 

(c) 

79. (b) 

80. 

(d) 

81. (a) 

82. 

Id) 


83. (b) also called reindeer. 

84. (fl) 8.S. (d) 

86 . (d) Kedamath Peak is in Garhwal district of U.P. 

87. (1>) 88. (n) 

89. (d) Tharus are tribal people of the Tarai region of the 
Himalayan ftwt-hills kxiated in southern Nepal and 
in the State of Uttar Pradesh in India. They are largely 
Indian in Culture. 

Britannica 1991, Vol. 11. Page 676. 


90. (a) 

91. (fl) 

92. 

la) 

93. (d) 

94. (a) 

95. (fl) 

96. 

ic) 

97. (b) 

98. (a) 

99. (fl) 

100 . 

(c) 

101 . (c) 

102 . (d) 

103. (fl) 

104. 

(a) 


105. (d)Hi8 

term of office in India was 1786-1793. 

106. (b) 

107. (c) 

108. 

(c) 

109. (b) 

110 . (c) 





111. (b) Britannica, 1991 

!, Vb/5, 

Page 247. 


112 . (a) 

113. (c) 

114. 

lb) 

115. (d) 

116. (b) 

117. (d) 
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- OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESriONS -— 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

National Defence Academy Exam April 1996 

PART-A 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (Itcnis 1 to 6) 
Directions; 

(i) In this section 6 sentences are 
given. Each sentence has three parts, 
indicated by (a), (b) and (c). Read each 
sentence to find out whether there is an 
emir. If you find an error in any one of 
the parts (a, h, c), indicate your response 
by blackening the letter related to that 
part in the Answer Shet*t provided. If a 
sentence has no error, indicate this by 
blackening 'd' which stands for "No 
error". 

(ii) Errors may belong to grammar, 
usage or idiom. Examples P and Q have 
been solved for you. 

P. My friend and myselffa) study 
together(/j) during holidays.(c) No 
error, (d) 

Q. The rice from Dehradun is(a) 
more superiorfb) to that of Saharan- 
pur.(c) No error.{d) 

Solution; 

The correct answer for P is letter 'd' 
because the sentence has no mistake in 
it. The correct answer for Q is ‘h’ be¬ 
cause the mistake in the sentence is in 
the part carrying the letter 'b'. 

Noiv attempt items 7 to 6. 

1. If a thing(<?) is worth doing at 
all(b) it is worth done well.(c) No 
enor.fd) 

2. All the boys(n) returned back 
homefb) well in time for lunch.(c) No 
error.(d) 

3. Tell me the name of(fl) a 
country where every citizen is law- 
abiding(b) and no trouble is therc.fr) No 
error, (d) 

4. Considering about these 
facts(i 7 ) the principal has offered(b) him 
a seat.(c) No error.(d) 

5. It is not difficult to believe that 
a man(a) who has lived in this city for a 
long time(i)) he will never feel at home 
anywhere else in the world.(c) No 
error.(d) 

6 . Although we reached his 
house on time(a) he was lrft(b) for the 

I airport.(c) No errpr.(d) 


Sentence Improvement 

(Items 7 to 12) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are 
given three possible substitutions for 
the underlined part. If raie of them (a), 

(b) or (c) 13 better than the underlined 
part, indicate your response on the 
Answer Sheet against the correspond¬ 
ing letter (a), (b) or (c). If none of the 
substitutions improve the sentence, in¬ 
dicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No 
improvement' respohse will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and 
S have been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) singed the 

(b) singed 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S. I have already read this book 
twice . 

(a) 1 already twice have read this 
book. 

(b) I twice have already read this 
book. 

(c) I have twice already read this 
book. 

(d) No improvement 

Explanation: 

For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "The young child sang a 
very sweet song", 'c' is therefore, the 
correct answer. 

Item S is a correct sentence. None 
of the changes suggested will im¬ 
prove it. 'd' is therefore, the correct 
answer. 

Errors t»ay be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. 'There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed. 

Now attempt items 7 to 12. 

7. Sri Pa^upatinath is a worth 
seeing temple in Kathmwidu. 

tfi) a lemple to see its worth 

(b) one of thi( tvorth seeing 
tem^es 


(c) a temple worth seeing ^ 

(d) No improvement 

8 . Nothing but books and 
magazine s pleases her. 

(fl) please' 

(b) are pleasing 

(c) were pleasing 
(tt) No improvement 

9. Mahatma Gandhi is called as 

the Father of foe Nation . " 

(a) called Father of the Natio-o 

(b) called the Father of the Na¬ 
tion 

(c) Father of the Nation 

(d) No improvement 

10. Poor To m laid in the shade of a 
tree before he could walk further. 

(a) lied (b) lain 

(cj lay 

(d) No improvement 

11. You must accustom yourself 
with new ideas. 

(a) accustomed with 

(b) accustom to 

(c) accustom yoursdf to 

(d) No improvement 

12. One should exercis e toei r right 
to vote. 

(a) one's (b) our 

(c) his 

(d) No improvement 
Synonyms (Items 13 to 17) 

Directions: 

In this Section you find a number 
of sentences, parts of which are un¬ 
derlined. You may also find only a 
roup of words which is underlined, 
or each underlined part, four 
words/phrases are listed below. 
Choose the word/phrase nearest in 
meaning to the underlined part and 
blacken the coixesponding space cm 
the Answer 9ieet 

Example ''£' is sdtxdpr ym. 

E. His style is quit e trartspar ent. 

(a) verlxise (bj' 

(c) lucid (d) witty 

Explanation; In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" is iwarest in meaniitg toJ|j| 
word "tran^arent". So 'e' is the canM| 

Now attmpi items 13 to 17^ 

13. The teacher felt that the sto- 
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dent lacked discrimination in the study 
of his data. 

(a) objectivity 

(b) gtxxl judgement 

(c) good taste 

(d) imagination 

14. He has implicated them in the 
awispiracy. 

(a) influenced (b) affected 
(I’l involved (d) interested 

, l.S. In the murder case, the police 
found it difficult to identify the ac¬ 
complice . 

^fl) companion (b) victim 

(c) ringleader (d) culprit 

16. To his utter surprise, the ven¬ 
ture turned out to be highly lucrative . 

(o) satisfactory 

(b) challenging 

(c) profitable 

(d) frustrating 

17. Adequate precautions against 
diseases must be taken after the floods. 

(a) Complete 

(b) Substantial 
(r) Early 

(d) Sufficient 

Antonyms (Hems 18 to 22) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underlined 
in the sentence given. It is followed by 
four words or phrases. Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to the op¬ 
posite in meaning of the underlined 
word or phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for 

you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(ft) "lazy (ti) active 

(c) indecent (d) casual 

Explanation: The word "lazy" is 

nearest to the oppostie in meaning of 
the word "smart". So 'o' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 18 to 22. 

18. There is an obscure cave on the 
other side of the hilf 

(a) well-known (b) infamous 
(c) notorious (d) admired 

19. Even for the citizens of the East 
BUk's most prosperous nation, the lure 
of Capitalism is irresistible. 

(o) destitute 
(h) impoverished 

(c) underdeveloped 

(d) exploited 

20. His partners felt that it was a 
viable business proposition. 

(a) enviaW 

(b) unavailable 

(c) inviolable 

(d) impracticable 


21. The usual adulation of the of¬ 
ficers must end. 

(a) fattery (t>) praise 

(c) back-biting 

(d) condemnation 

22. He stood gazing at the serene 
expanse of the sea. 

(a) ruffled (b) tranquil 

(c) clear (d) scenic 

COMPREHENSION 
(Items 23 to 34) 

Direction^: 

In this Section you have four short 
passages. After ea<^ passage you will 
find several questions based on the pas¬ 
sage. First, read Passage I, and answer 
the questions based on it. Then go on to 
the other passages. 

Examples 'I' and are solved for 

you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic fact that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenly is 
the desire for peace, security and happi¬ 
ness. Different forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human ^ings or 
to the lower groups such as animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort 
and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life, 
just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levels of existence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living beinj^ 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of the following as¬ 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
developing the author's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a 
single overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a crea- 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life, and pain 
and death 

Explanation: 

The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 


security are the chief goals all Uvb^ 
bein^', which is resportse (c). So 'o' is 
Hie corrert answer. 

The best assumption imderlying 
the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified wiff\ a desire for 
peace', which is response (b). So 'b' is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 23 to 34. 

Passage I 

Frost sparkled in the early morning 
sun as Don Stockwell paus^ outside 
the sprawling, one-storey school build¬ 
ing in Swanzey, New Hampshire. He 
felt proud and happy. The programmes 
he had started during his two years as 
principal of a secondary school were 
reaping benefits. Morale was high, test 
scores were rising. 

As he did every morning, Stockwell 
went to his office for a quiet period of 
paper work. Then, as the school's 1040 
students began pouring in from eight 
tcnvns in the area, he walked towards foe 
cafeteria to mingle with them. 

23. The passage refers to a day in 

(a) summer (b) winter 

(c) spring (d) autumn 

24. St(KkweII felt happy because 

a) he was the principal 

b) it was morning time 

ic) his programmes have been 
successrol 

(d) he had become quite rich 

25. "He walked towards the 
cafeteria to mingle with them" means 
that he wanted to; 

(a) scold the students for being 
late 

(b) punish the students 

(c) s(x;ializt‘with the students 

(d) teach the students 

Passage II 

Many poor farmers had been com¬ 
pelled to take up indigo cultivation 
when the British settlers were given foe 
right to purchase and cultivate land in 
India. Many whites, therefore, either 
acquired land or advanced loans to 
poor farmers and pressured them to 
forsake the fanning of foodgrains and 
ofoer cash aups for indigo cultivation. 
Indigo export to Europe was lucrative 
for the British settlers who held a 
monopoly of this business. Within a 
few years, most of the ferfile lands had 
undergone forcible indigo cultivation, 
result^ in a famine situation in Beti- 
gal. When the farmers declined to cut- 
fivate indigo, they were tortured, jailed 
and evot killed. 

26. The poor farmers 'in Bengal 
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took up indigo cultivation because 

(a) tiw gcwenunoit gave them 
subsidies hH* this purpose 

(b) it was a money earning crop 

(c) they were forc^ to do so 
(<0 this was the only crop that 

would grow in this region 

27. British settlers bought land in 
Bengal in order to 

(a) cultivate indigo 

(b) grow crops for the poor 
rarmers 

(c) own agricultural property 
{d) settle down in India 

28. Indigo export was profitable 
for the Britim settlns because 

(a) labour was cheap 
(f») they had no competitors 
(c) the land was fertile 
(lO they could oppress the 
farmers 
Passage III 

A French general was once con¬ 
ducting his army through a very dif¬ 
ficult pass in a range of high 
mountains. He exhorted his soldiers to 
bear patiently the fatigues of the 
march. "It is easy for you to talk", mut¬ 
tered one of the soldiers near him to his 
companions; "you are mounted on a 
fine horse, but we poor wretches have 
to tramp on foot". The general over¬ 
heard the remark, and insisted on the 
discontented soldier taking his place, 
but scarcely had he mounted than a 
shot from the mountain-side struck 
and killed him. 

29. The passage describes 

(a) a revolt in the army 

(b) an altercation with the 
genera) 

(c) quarrelling soldiers 
id) a fateful event 

30. Which one of the following 
statements about the French general is 
correct? 

(a) He gave his horse to the sol¬ 
dier 

{b) He shot thesoldier for grum- 
blirg 

(c) He gave a warning to the sol¬ 
dier , 

(d) He did not hear the remark 
of the soldier 

31. The French general described 
in the passage was: 

(a) cruel (b) selfish 

(c) patient (d) considerate 

Passage IV 

The first day out we met our first 
rhino, two of them, and I had the 
fright of my life. The pair had got our 


scent before we spotted them, and 
beingbad tempo-ed beasts, they rushed 
towards where they thought we were. 
Now it just happened that we were 
about fifty yards to one side of where 
they expected to find us—which was 
just as well, for I must say I did not like 
their look. As they thundered past, we 
crouched low and let them go. Itdidnot 
strike me as a good opportunity for 
rhino photography. Any how 1 was 
much too frightened to have been able 
to hold the camera steady. 

32. From the above passage it ap¬ 
pears that rhinos 

(a) run away when they see 
human beings 

(b) rush to attack when they 
smell human scent 

(c) hide under the bushes at the 
sight of human beings 

(d) stand still if th^ are not at¬ 
tacked 

33. When the author saw a ihino 
for the first time, 

(a) he was frightened 
(f>) he was charmed 
(c) its ugliness shocked him 
id) he took cover 

34. The word 'strike' in the pas¬ 
sage means 

(a) stop work (b) digout 
(c) hit (d) occur to 

ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCE 
(Items 35 to 39) 

Directions.: 

In each of the items 35-39, there is a 
sentence of which some parts have 
been jumbled up. You are required to 
re-arrange these parts which are 
labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 
correct sentence. Choose the proper se¬ 
quence and mark in your Answer Sheet 
accordingly. 

Example 'Z' 

Z. It is well-known that 

(P) the effect (Q) is very bad 

(R) on children (S) of cinema. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) PSRQ (b) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ (d) QSRP 

Explanation: The proper way of 
writing the sentence is'It is well-known 
that the effect of cinema cm children is 
very bad.' This is indicated by the se¬ 
quence PSRQ and so 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Notv attempt items 35 to 39. 

35. This is a letter 

(P) from a young bdy 

(Q) who was lately wounded in a 


duel 

(R) written in the most passiemate 
terms, 

(S) wherein she laments the misftrr- 
tune of a gentleman. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RPSQ (b) PRSQ 

(c) RPQS (d) PROS 

36. It is 

(P) for a man 

(Q) when he accompanies a la^y 

(R) an accepted custom 

(S) to open the dcxir. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) PSQR (b) PSRQ 

(c) RPSQ (d) RPQS 

37. We 

(P) agreed with 

(Q) the manner in which you said it 

(R) but we objected to 

(S) what you said. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) PSQR (b) SPQR 

(c) SPRQ (d) PSRQ 

38. The natives of the Caribbean 

(P) regarded the papaya 

(Q) because of its ability 

(R) as a magic tree 

(S) to keep them healthy. 

The proper sequence ^ould be 
(a) PROS (b) RPQS 

(c) PRSQ (d) RPSQ 

39. The Indian wennan wants 

(P) in a male dominated semiety 

(Q) as an equal partner 

(R) and it is not too much to 
demand 

(S) her rightful place. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) SRPQ (b) RSQP 

(c) SQPR (d) QPSR 

RECONSTRUCTING PASSAGE 

(Items 40 to 44) 

Directions: 

In items 40 to 44, there are six sen¬ 
tences marked Si, Ss, P, Q, R, S. The 
positions of Si and Ss are fixed. You are 
required to choose one of the four alter¬ 
natives given below every passage 
which would be the most logical se¬ 
quence of the senteices in tiie passage. 

Mark your response on the Answer 
Sheet at the appre^riate space. 

Example X has been solved for you. 

Example X: 

Si: A poor peasant went off early 
one morning to plough, taking wirfi 
him for his breakmst a piece of bread. 

Ss: He lifted tire coat, but the bread 
was geme! 

P: After a while, when his horse 


was tired and he was hungry, the 
peasant stopped ploughing. 

Q: He hid it under a bush and 
started work. 

R: He went to get his coat aiui his 
breakfast. 

S: He got his plough ready and put 
his coat round the bread. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQPR (i») QPRS 

(f) PRSQ (d) RSQP 

Explanation: The proper sequoice 
in this Example is: SQPR which is 
marked (a). Therefore 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 40 to 44. 

40. SI: Plastic containers are being 
used more and more to package son 
drinks, milk, oil, fruit juices, ketchup, 
etc. 

Ss: Yet as plastics do not decom- 
j pose by bacteria or naturally in the air, 
they are a big threat to the environment. 

P: Most people think that this is the 
right thing to do, as it is economical. 

Q: Plastic containers are cheap and 
light. 

R: It is easier to transport 
materials packaged in them than in 
glass bottles. 

S: They also involve the least 
transport costs. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) PQRS ib) PQSR 

(c) QRSP (d) QSPR 

41. S|: A farmer was taking the 
grist to the mill in sacks. 

Ss: But the farmer saw that he was 
none other than the nobleman. 

P: It was tcxi heavy for him to lift. 

Q: On the way the horse stumbled, 
and one of the sacks fell to the ground. 

R: Presently he saw a rider coming 
towards him. 

S: He stood waiting till he found 
somebody to help him. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPRS {b) PROS 

(c) PSQR (d) QPSR 

42. Si: He could not rise. 

$6: It was colder than usual. 

P: All at once, in the distance, he 
heard an elephant trumpet. 

Q: He tried again with all his 
might, but to no use. 

R: The next moment he was on his 

feet. 

S: He stepped into the river. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) QPRS (fc) PQSR 

(c) QPSR (d) PROS 


43. Si: We do not know whether 
the machines are the masters or we 
are. 

Ss. And if they don't get their meals 
when they expect them, they will just 
refuse to work. 

P: They must be given or rather 
'fed' with coal and given petrol to drink 
from time to time. 

Q. Already man spends most of his 
time looking after and waiting upon 
them. 

R: Yet he has grown so dependent 
on them that they have almost become 
the masters now. 

S: It is very true that they were 
made for ihe sole purpose of being 
man's servants. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RSQP (b) RSPQ 

(c) SPQR (<f) SRQP 

44. Si: The 'are of computers' is 
considered to have begun in 1946. 

Se; And now it is difficult to find a 
field where computers are not used. 

P: Those early computers were 
huge and heavy affairs, with problems 
of speed and size. 

Q: It was only with the introduc¬ 
tion of electronics that the computers 
really came of age. 

R: But computers were in use long 
before that. 

S: They had several rotating shafts 
and gears which almost always 
doom^ them to slow operation. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RPQS (b) PRSQ 

(c) RPSQ (d) PROS 

SELECTING WORDS 
(Item 45 to 50) 

In the folfowing sentences at cer¬ 
tain points you are given a choice of 
three words—one of which is most ap¬ 
propriate. Choose die best word out of 
the three. Mark the letter, viz.,'b' or 
'c' relating to this word on your Answer 
Sheet. Examples 'K' and 'L' have been 
solved for you. 

K. The river has been 

(a) rising (b) raising 

(c) arising 
all night. 

L. We built the raft 

(a) too strong 

(b) very strong 

(c) strong enough 
to hold us. 

Out of the list given in 'K' only 
"rising" is the correct answer because a 
river cannpt be raised, it rises oti its 
own. So 'a' is the correct answer for 


item 'K'. For item 'L' 'c' is the correct 
answer. In order to solve these items 
you have to first read die whole pas¬ 
sage and then decide what die most 
appropriate won,! is. 

Now attempt items 45 to SO. 

When I got off the plane at 
Heathrow airport, 1 had the first taste of 
English hospitality. For I was immedi¬ 
ately bounded off to a hospital. No, not 
because 1 was 

45. (a) ill (b) senseless 

(c) wicked 

but to find out whether I was. And truth 
to say, it wasn't 

46. (a) materially 

(b) actually 

(c) factually 

a hospital, but only the sick bay at the 
airport. Someone at the immigration 
counter had taken it into his 

47. (a) mind (6) judgement 
(c) head 

that I was too thin and an instant X-ray 
would be in order. Needless to say, I 
much 

48. (a) respected (b) resented 
(c) liked 

this extra attention. I would much 
rather have walked away like the other 
passengers. The X-ray 

49. (fl) took (b) extracted 

(c) demanded 

an extra half-hour of my time. This did 
not 

50. (fl) excite (b) please 

(c) annoy 

me as much as the discovery that the 
famous British sense of humour was by 
no means ubiquitous. 


_ ANSWERS _ 

1 . (c) 'it is wordi doing well'. 

2 . (b)'returned home'. 

3. (c)'and there is no trouble'. 

4. (fl) 'considering these facts'. 

5. (c) 'will never feel at home anywhere 

else in the world'. 


6 . 

(b)'he had 

left'. 



7. 

(0 

8 . 

(a) 

9. 

(f>) 

10 . 

(c) 

11 . 

(c) 

12 . 

(a) 

13. 

(b) 

14. 

(c) 

15. 

(a) 

16. 

(c) 

17. 

(d) 

1 & 

(a) 

19. 

(b) 

20 . 

Id) 

21 . 

Id) 

22 . 

(a) 

23. 

(b) 

24. 

(c) 

25. 

(c) 

26. 

(c) 

27. 

(a) 

28. 

(b) 

29. 

Id) 

30. 

(a) 

31. 

(d) 

32. 

lb) 

33. 

(a) 

34. 

(d) 

35. 

lb) 

36. 

ic) 

37. 

(d) 

38. 

(a) 

39. 

10 

40. 

M 

41. 

Id) 

42 

(a) 

43. 

(d) 

44. 

(c) 

45. 

li>> 

46. 

lb) 

47. 

(c) 

48. 

lb) 

49. 

(a) 

50. 

(c) 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 

1 . atfront: (a) touch (b) insult (c) defend (d) define. 6. fumble: (b) handle or touch (awkwardly/nervously). 

2 belated: (a) too late (b) too hot (c) too good (d) too —To the dismay of the spectators, d»e player in the field 


smart. 

3. commiserate: (a) ignore (fc) acknowledge (c) condole 
(d)con^>are. 

4. debacle: (a) failure (b) faith (c) survival (d) participation. 

5. expostulate: (a) wander (b) surprise (c) shock (d) protest. 

6 . fumble: (a) ride (I?) handle (c) drive (d) swim. 

7. galore: (o) irmocence (&) jealousy (c) abundance (d) prepa¬ 
ration. 

8 . hoity-toity: (a) polite (b) humble (c) deceptive (d) haughty. 

9. iniquity: (a) immorality (b) charity (c) fiwdom (d) conso¬ 
lation, 

10 . jeremaid: (a) story of adventures (b) description of old 
age (c) story of troubles (d) change of seasot\s. 

11 . lethal; (a) charming (b) deadly (c) interesting (d) lazy. 

12 . meddle: (a) interfere (b) exhaust (c) burn (d) bury. 

13. necromancy, (a) journey (b) operation (c) narration (d) en¬ 
chantment. 

14. poppy-cock: (a) description (b) v/isdom (c) non-sense 
(d) debate. 

15. queasy: (a) comfortable (b) uneasy (c) unholy (d) super¬ 
natural. 

16. rabble: (a) mob (b) library (c) book-shop {(f) dispensary. 

17. shilly-shally: (a) nwditate (b) advise (e) educate (d) hesitate. 

18. tentative: (a) fast (b) slow (c) intelligent (d) provisional. 

19. verve: (a) tolerance (b) violence (c) enthusiasm (d) pride. 

20 . whimper: (a) cry softly (b) protest loud (c) work hard 
(d) suffer alone. 

ANSWERS 

1 . affront: (b) insult, offend. 

—The old man felt deeply affronted at the rude behaviour of 
his grand-children. 

2 belated: (a) too late, very late. 

—The relief measures announced by the government were 
not cmly belated but also very inadequate. 

3. commiserate: (c) condole, pity. 

—A large nuntoer of friends and relatives visited her house 
to commiserate with her on the death of her only son. 

4. debacle: (a) failure, fiasco. 

—His first performance was a debacle: the audience hooted 
him off toe stage. 

5 . expostulate: (d) protest, argue, reason. 

—They expostulated wito him about the riste involved in his 
plan. 


fumbled the ball ai\d toot dropped it. •, 

7. galore: (c) abundance, sufficiency. 

—The dog's loyalty to his master is proverbial and there are 
stories galore about the canine's noble qualities. 

8 . hoity-toity: (d) haughty. 

—A hoity-tait^ person is seldom welcomed in a social get- 
together. 

9. iniquity: (a) immorality, wickedness. 

—He regards the city as a place where all forms, of iniquity 
are practised. 

10 . jeremaid: (c) story of troubles or misfortunes. 

—Tire biography of the poet lays bare the jeremaid that he 
had to suffer as a result of his beliefs. 

11 . lethal: (b) deadly, fatal. 

—There can be no real and lasting peace in the world unless 
lethal weapotte of all types are destroyed within toe stipulated 
period. 

12 . meddle: (a) interfere, tamper. 

—He is in the habit of meddling in the affairs of others: 
therefore nobody likes .him. 

13. necromancy: (d) enchantment, magic. 

—He claims toat he can communicate wito toe dead through 
toe practice of necromancy. 

14. poppy-cock: (c) non-sense. 

—It is a mischievous cliche or a pure poppy-cock to claim that 
our masses, though uneducated, are wise and know how to choose 
their rulers. 

15. queasy: (b) uneasy, feeling sick. 

—Iravelling in a bus on hilly toads makes me feel quite queasy. 

16. rabble: (a) mob, crowd. 

—The clever demagogue played upon toe sentimaits of toe 
rabble and in no time, there was complete chaos. 

17. shilly-shally: (d) hesitate. 

—A weak character keeps on shilly-shallying even when 
the danger looms large over his head. 

18. tentative: (d) provisionai, temporary. 

—Many tentefmr proposals were considered in the meeting 
to break toe dead-lock but all discussion proved in vain. 

19. verve: (e) enthusiasm, vigour. 

—Since her dance performance lacked verve, the audiotce 
appreciation was also missing. 

20 . whimpen (a) cry soMy. 

—More out of greed for crumbs than fear of toeir skin, toe 
sychophante do not even whimper before the presiding deity. 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Which would be the next number ui the series of num¬ 
bers given below: 

1. 37; 38; 34; 43; 27;... 

(a) 49 (b) 54 (c) 52 (d) 48 

(e) None of these 

2. 24; 27; 30; 31; 36; 35;... 

(«) 42 (fr) 40 (c) 39 (d) 45 

(e) None of these 

3. 5; 7; 11; 19;... 

(a) 26 (i») 28 (c) 31 (d) 33 

(c) None of these 

4. 11; 3; 14; 17; 31;... 

(a) 39 (b) 48 (c) 42 (d) 38 

(e) None of these 

5. 32; 23; 27; 72; 94;... 

(a) 84 (6) 49 (c) 79 (d) 68 

(e) None of these 

6 . 7; 16; 34; 70;... 

(a) 142 (6) 132 (c) 104 (d) 96 

(e) None of these 

7. 1;1;4;8;9;27;... 

(a) 32 (b) 36 (c) 18 (d) 16 

(e) None of these 

8 . 144; 169; 1%; 225;... 

(a) 245 (6) 248 (c) 262 (d) 256 

(e) None of these 

Match the following questiims with the right park 

9. 29; 37; 59; 67 (a) All the numbers an* divisible 

by 7. 

10. 81;1%;1;121 (b) They are prime numbers. 

11. 259; 224; 154; 504 (c) They are cubes of certain 

numbers. 

12. 125; 343; 216; 729 (d) All the numbers are divi¬ 

sible by 3. 

13. 216; 189; 231; 252 (e) All the numbers are squares 

of certain numbers. 

Qs. 14 to 17 are based on the soies of numbers given 
below: 

43623432654343536243425343252435 

14. How many 3s are preceded by 4 but not immediately 
followed by 5? 

(a) 3 {b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 • 

(e) None of these 

15. Which number occurs as many times as is the value 


of that number? 

(a) 2 (b) 6 (c) 4 (d) 5 

(d) None of these 

16. What is the ratio between the frequency of 2 and 4? I 

(a) 1:2 (6)3:4 (c)2:3 ! 

(d) 1:3 (e) None of these 

17. Which number has the highest frequency? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 (e) 6 

Qs. 16 to 21. Write the followingalphabets as instructed 
and answer the questions that follow: 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Write the first half of the alphabets leaving gaps between 
two letters so as to insert one letter A_B_C... Fill these gaps 
widi the remaining half of the alphabets but start writing 
them in reverse order A2BXC...till end. Write the one re¬ 
maining letter in the end. 

18. In this arrar^ment, 'T' is between: 

(a) GandH (b) FandG (c) Handl 

(d) I and ] (?) None of these 

19. Which letter is exactly in the middle of 16th letter 
from your right and 13th letter from your left? 

(a) H (b) V (c) U (d) F 

(e) None of these 

20. 'K'is between... 

(a) RandJ ( 6 ) PandO (c) PandQ 

(d) land] (e) None of these 

21. Which popular word can be formed with the 7th, 
8 th, 24th and 26th letters of this arrangement of letters? 

Qs. 22 to 25 are based on the woni: 

'CONSOLIDATE' 

22. How many sets of two letters each are as far from 
each other as they are in the alphabetical order? 

(a) 2 ( 6 ) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

(?) None of these 

23. Which letter is exactly in the middle of 6 th letter 
from your right and 10 th letter from your left? 

(a) I (b) D (c) L (d) A 

(?) None of these 

24. How many letters have been used in the word? 

(a) 9 (6) 10 (?) 11 (d) 12 

(?) None of these 

25. Find out the word that is dift^nt from the others in 
its rdationship with the main word: 

(a) STALE (b) CONSOLE (?) DATES 

(d) SENATE (?) SOLID 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given belw are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have 
to find out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in the series of Problem Figures. 
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Figures 1 and 11 in questions 56 to 65 have a certain relationship. Your task is to find out from answer figures A, B, C, 
I and E the figure with similar relationship to figure HI. 


nOBLEM nCUKES 


4> 


5^ 6^ 



■{v> 





ANSWER nCISES 
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Find the odd-man out: 


A • C D K 



_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (t) C;o on adding and subtracting ^ 1^, - 2“'; -f 3^; -4‘; 

4 5‘... to numbers by turns. 

2. {a) 7here are two serie.s, 24; 3(); 36; ...arui 27; 31; 35... 

3 (<’) The numbers have a difference of 2; 4; S; 16. .hence 
the number would be 35. 

4. (h) Go on adding numbers, 11 + 3 = 14; 3 4 14 = 17; 

14 + 17 = 31; 17+31... 

5. (f>) Make sets of two and reverse the digits of first num¬ 

ber. 

6 [a) The next number is (v2) t 2 of the preceding number. 
7. (d) The series is 1^ 2^ 2^; 3^; 3 '; 4l. 


8 . (d) The series is 12^ 13^ U^; 15^-16^... 

9. ib) 10. (<?) 11. {a) 12. (c) 

13. (d) 14. (c) 15. id) 16. (b) 

17. (h) 

Qs. 18 to 21. The arrangement of letters xvould be: 

"AZBYCXDWFVFUGTHSlRiQKPl.OMN" 

18. (a) 19. (f) 20 . (c) 21. DOWN 

22. (c) Cl; ON; OT and HI 

23. (b) 24. (b) 

25. (d) All the other words have been formed with letters 
from the lead word, this one has an extra 'F/. 

For solving the next li/pe of qucslums, hatv the folknoing 

points ui Vint" 

(/) Study each figure of the question individually as 
well as m relationship with other figures. 

(II) The figures may move dcKkwise, anti-clockwise, 
up and down, from corner to corner or from right to 
left and vice-versa at a regular pace oi may increase 
or decrease a step during the movemt>nt (E\ 26,30, 
.34,42,50 etc.) 

(in) The figures may iKCur at regular intervals and may 
rotate, turn, twist or turn upside down during their 
movement (Ex. 29, 38, 41 etc.) 

(ic) Something may be added or dropped at regular 
pace (Ex .33, 39, 40,46, 51 (>tc) 

(v) Some figui'es may interchange positions in one di 
riH'tion and tlu‘ otheis in opposite diiei tion (Ex. .3h, 
.38, 42 etc.) 


26 

D 

27. 

E 

28. 

B 

29. 

A 

30 

6 

31. 

D 

32. 

B 

33. 

A 

34 

B 

35. 

E 

36. 

C 

37. 

A 

38. 

C 

39, 

A 

40. 

D 

41. 

F. 

42 

B 

43. 

C 

44, 

C 

45. 

D 

46. 

A 

47. 

B 

48. 

A 

49. 

F. 

50. 

C 

51. 

b 

52. 

b 

53. 

A 

54 

C 

55. 

E 

,56. 

c 

57. 

A 

,58. 

C 

.59. 

B 

60. 

E 

61. 

A 

62. 

D 

63. 

A 

64. 

F 

65. 

B 


66. D. The pattern in wrong. 

67. B. In all the others, three figures are alike while one is 

different, here two are different. 

68 A All the othei letters have straight lines only. 

69. E. The total number of dots ought to be four. 

70. C. The difference between the inner and outer figure 

ought to be of one side only. This one has a difference 
of two, a square* and a hexagon. 

71. C. Two figures ought to be alike and the other two 

should be similar too. 

72. E. One petal has wrong shade. 

73. B. In all the others, then? is orte dot more compared to 

the number of crosses. 

74. C. The difference in the number of dots and citisses 

ought to be one. 

75. D. The pattern is in wrong din’Ction. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man oub 


1 . 

(fl) cost 

(ft) bent 

(c) defy 


(d) deal 

(c) dirt 

2 . 

(fl) August 

(ft) January 

(c) September 


(d) December 

(c) March 

3. 

(fl) delta 

(ft) alpha 

(c) theta 


(d) mete 

(f) sigma 


4. 

(fl) pin 

(ft) stick 

(c) needle 


(d) thorn 

(e) nail 

5. 

(fl) niast 

(ft) peel 

(c) bake 


(d) boil 

(e) fry 

6 . 

(fl) cricket 

(ft) tennis 

(f) hockey 


id) badminton 

(e) billiards 

7. 

(fl) explosion 

(ft) flood 

(c) avalanche 


(d) earthquake (e) hurricane 


8 . 

(fl) Bhopal 

(ft) Lucknow 

(c) Indore 


{d) Patna [e) Chandigarh 
In questions given below, the two items mentioned in each 
questiwi have a ^finite relationship. Your task is to find out 
from (a), (h), (c) and (d) the pair with similar relationship. 

9. T.V.; cntertainmeiU. 

(a) sitar: recital (b) literature; poet 

(c) music : ear (d) w(x>l!ens; warmth 

10. Himalayas: Alps. 

(a) India ; Mediterranean 

(b) Vishakhapatnam: Cairo 
(r) Bengal: Pakistan 

(d) Japan: Hirtrshima 

11. Carelessness: accident. 

(a) accident; crash (b) education: job 

(f) carefulness: confidence 

(d) tension; high bUx)d-prt>ssurc 

12 . dettol; antiseptic. 

(a) mango : fruit (b) winter:cold 

(c) ointment: wound (d) tea : coffee 

13. temple; worship. 

(fl) water : swimming (b) road ; market 

(c) court: justice (d) school; students 

14. building: bricks 

(fl) honey : bees (b) garden : flowers 

(c) cloth: threads (d) garage: x'ehicles 

15. water:liquid 

(a) diamond : ring (b) beverage: water 
(c) lion : tiger (lO snake: reptile 

16. boat:canoe 

(a) book;dictionary (b) horse:cart 

(c) motor-car: bicycle (d) navy: sea 

Match questions 17 to 21 with (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) on 
the basis of similar relationship among items: 

17. bulb: candle: light 

(fl) tablets: injections; capsu les 

18. cards: chess: game 

(b) walking : jogging; fitness 

19. pen: nib: ink 

(c) kitchen; pantry: rcxrm 

20 . rose; thorn: flower 

(d) ice-cream: milk: sugar 


21 . river: lake: sea 

(c) music: painting: art 

Words in questions 22 to 26 have been written in their 
coded form, each code-letter representing one letter from the 
word. Your task is to find out the right code for letters 
enclosed in box. 

22. T O D[gY 


(a) h ^(ft) f 

23. C AroiS E 

W g 

(d) m 

(«•) i 

(fl) m"— ’(ft) q 

24. T[1]I C K 

(c) n 

(d) V 

(c) z 

(«) q „ (!») b 

25. P OraE R 

(c) y 

W g 

(c) 1 

(n) X (ft) n 

26. G U A Rpm 
(fl) z (ftjw 

(c) 1 

(rf) j 

(C) X 

(c) h 

id) 1 

(e) m 


27. If, according to a certain aide FRIDAY is ZBEJSG, 
then MORNING would be: 

(fl) HJOSONP (ft) HOJOSPN 

(c) NPQMJMH (d) LNQMHMF 

(c) HOjSOPN 
Find the odd-man oub 


28. (fl) JMNQ 

(ft) TWXA 

(c) DGHL 

(d) PSTW 

(c) GJlGsl 


29. (fl) NMKH 

(ft) WVSP 

(c) DCAX 

(d) HGEB 

(c) SRPM 

30. (fl) QOS 

(ft) FDH 

(c) USW 

(d) IGK 

(e) NKP 


31. (fl) WD 

(ft) RH 

(c) I’K 

(d) YB 

(c) TG 



Qs. 32-34. A starts from his home at 9.30 A.M. on his 
bicycle at a speed of 12 km. p.hr. He goes 2 km. east, turns 
right, goes 1 km, then turns left and goes 1 km and finally 
turns right and after 1 km reaches his college. His yodnger 
brother B starts at the same time at a speed of 10 km per hour. 
He goes 1 km south, turns left, goes 1 km, then turns right, 
goes 1 km and finally again turns right and reaches his 
school after going 1 km. 

32. How far and in which direction is A's college from B's 
school as the crow flies? 

(fl) 3 km east (ft) 1 km south 

(c) 2 km west (d) 1 km east 

(e) None of these 

33. How far is B's school from his home as the crow 

flies? ___ 

(fl) 1 km (ft) Vl^ + l^ 

(c) (d) 2 km 

(e) None of these 

34. How much more or less time did A take in reaching 
his college as aimpared to the time taken by B In reaching hS 
school? 

(fl) 1 mt less (ft) 2 mts less 

(c) 1 mt more (d) 3 mfci more 

(c) They niched at the same time. 

Qs. 35 to 38 are based on information given below: 

Among A, B, C, D and E: 
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C is not as tall as D is but is heavier than B. 

E is not as li^t as C is nor as tall as A. 

B is shorter than E but is heavier than D. 

A is shorter than C and heavia" than E. 

35. Who is the shortest among the five? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) E 

36. Who is the heaviest? 

(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) E 

37. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

(fl) E is heavier than B. (b) C is taller than E. 

(c) D is heavier than A. (d) A is taller than B. 

(e) D is the tallest. 

38. Which of the following statement is correct? 

(a) D is taller as well as heavier than B. 

(b) E is the shortest among the lot. 

(c) B is the lightest among the five. 

(cf) D is the lightest as well as the tallest among the 
lot. 

(e) All the above are incorrect. 

Qs. 39 and 40 are based on the following information: 
Four men A, B, C and D and women W, X, Y and Z are 
sitting round a table facing each other. 

No two men or women are sitting together. 

W is to the right of B. 

Y is facing X and is to the left of A. 

C is to the right of Z. 

39. In this arrangement, D is between: 

(fl)W&Y (fc) X&W 

(c) X&Z (d) W&Z 

(e) Can't be established 

40. Which of the following statement is incorrect? 

(a) A is between Y and Z. 

(b) W is to the left of D. 

(c) D is to the right of Y. 

(d) B is between X and W. 

(e) A is facing B. 

SYLLOGISMS 

In each question below are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered I, II, UI and IV. You have to take the two 
given statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions lexically follows from the two given 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements; 

41. 1. Some doctors are compounders. 

2. Some compounders are nurses. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some doctors are nurses 

II. Some compounders are not doctors. 

III. No doctor is a nurse. 

IV. Every doctor is either nurse or compounder. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (6) Either I or Ill follows. 

(c) Either II or IV follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Only III follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. All medicines are poisons. 

2. Some poisons are drugs. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some medicines are drugs. 

II. Some drugs are not poisons, 
ni. Some poisons are medicines. 


IV. . All poisons are medicines. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(c) Either I or III follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some drinks are solids. 

2. All solids are heavy. 
Conclusions: 

I. Some drinks are heavy. 

II. Some drinks are not bieavy. 

III. All heavy articles are solids. 

IV. Some solids are light. 


{!») Either III or IV follows, 
(d) Only III follows. 


(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Either I or II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statements: 

44. 1. All boats are trains. 

2. All trains are cans. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some trains are neither boats nor cars. 

II. All cars are trains. 

III. Ail trairrs are boats. 

IV. All boats are cars. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Either III or IV follows, 

(c) Only 11 follows. (d) Only III follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All fans are heaters. 

2. All stoves are heaters. 

Conclusions; 

1. Some fans are stoves. 

II. No fan is a stove. 

III. Some heaters are not stoves. 

IV. Every heater Is either fan or stove. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only IV follows. (d) Either III or IV follows. 

(e) Either I or II follows. 

Statements: 

46. -1. Some cups are glasses. 

2. All jugs are glasses. 

Conclusions; 

I. Some cups are not glasses. 

II. Some glasses are cups as well as jugs. 

III. All jugs are cups. 

IV. Every glass is a jug. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(r) Only HI follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements; 

47. 1. Every book is either an atlas or a dictionary. 

2. Some dictionaries are poems. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some dictionaries are atlas. 

II. Some poems are books. 

III. No atlas i$ a dictionary. 

IV. Somebooksareneitherdictionaiy nor atlas. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Either I or III follows. 

(c) OnlylHandlVfonow. (d) Only II and ffl follow, 
(e) None follows. 
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Statements: 

48. 1. Goldisheavier than silver but lifter titan brass. 
2. Brass is heavier titan diamond. 

Conclusions: 

I. Gold is heavier than diamond. 

II. Silver is lighter than diamond. 

ni. Diamond is lighter than gold but heavier than 
silver. 

IV. Silver is heavier than gold as well as diamond. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Either Ill or IV follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Ncme follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered 1,11 am 111. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
ana the assumptions and decide which of the assumptions is implicit 
in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. Several notorious criminals, incarcerated in different 
jails for their involvement in several crimes are tiling their 
nomination papers for the forthcoming elections. 
Assumptions: 

I. There is no law to stop hard-core criminals from 
contesting in elections. 

II. Criminals, with their underhand tricks have 
more chances of win rung than honest per¬ 
sons. 

QI. These criminals would be released on bail for 
their election campaigns. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (fe) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Only 1 and 111 are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. Several women organizations as well as political out¬ 
fits are protesting against the Miss World Beauty Pageant, 
organiz^ by Amitabh Bachchan Corporation Limited. 
Assumptions- 

I. No one wants the much beloved superstar, 
Amitabh Bachchan to be exposed to beauties of 
the world. 

II. These organizations lack aesthetic sense and are 
unable to appreciate beauty. 

III. All these protesters want the pageant to be or- 
ranizcd by some other agency and not ABCL 

(a) Only! is implicit. (b) Only U is impliat. 

(c) Only III is implicit (d) Eitlwr I or II is implicit 
(e) None is implicit 
Statement: 

51. Most of the dcKtors are blaming the unhealthy state of 
cleanliness for the spread of epidemics like virals and con- 
junctivities which took tire whole coimtry undCT their grip. 
Assumptions: 

I. No area in the whole country is clear and healtiiy. 

II. The epidemics killed many persons. 

III. Doctors have no medicines to check and cure 

(a) Either I or n is implicit (b) Eithw II or III is implicit 

(c) All the three are implicit. 

(d) None is implicit 

(e) Only III is implicit 


Statement: 

52. A newly constructed bridge over a river was washed 
away during the recent floods. 

Assumptions: 

I. The flood had extra-ordinary force. 

II. The materia] used in constructing the bridge was 
not upto mark. 

III. The bridge hadn't been completed when the 
flood washed it away. 

{a) Only I is impldt 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Either I or II IS implicit 

(d) Only in is iimlidt. ^ 

(e) Eitl^Ilorlllisimplidt 
Statement: 

53. According to the latest reports, maternal mortality 
rates in rural areas of India are among the world's highest. 
Assumptions: 

I. Cities have more maternal facilities as compared 
to the rural areas. 

II. In other countries the rural areas have tetter 
maternity care centres. 

ni. If proper medical care and education is 
provided, the chances of nuiterna] mortality may 
decrease considerably. 

. (a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Qnlyllandinareimplidt. 

(c) Only I and III are immicit. 

(d) All the three are impudt. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement; 

54. More and more tigers are reported to have been killed 
by poachers. 

Assumptions: 

I. Poachers kill only tigers and no otha- animals. 

II. _ With growing times tigers have become physi¬ 

cally weak and can be easily killed, 
ni. Tiger-skins as well as other parts of its body fetch 
a very good price. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implidt. 

(d) None is implidt. 

(e) Anyone of the tiuee is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. Air crashes hardly leave any survivors. 

Assumptions: 

I. There is no place for the travellers to jump or 
land safely in air. 

II. They do not carry first-aid box in aeroplanes, 
ni. The speed of air-craft is very high so the crash 

takes place with a high interuity as well. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only I and ni are implidt. 

(c) Only II is implidt. 

(d) Allareimphdt. (e) None is implidt 

Statement: 

56. A well-known comedian is playing the role of a tragic 
charader in his forthcoming film. 

Assumptions: 

1. No one will like him in this irew role. 

H. The film-nuikers had no role for a comedian in 
thetilnv 


NOVEMBER'96 COMPETITION MASTER 361 



ni. It is easy to be a comedian rather than a playing 
serious roles. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

{b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Either II or III is implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Each (f the following questions has a question and two state¬ 
ments marked I and II. You have to decide whether the data vrovided 
in the statements is sufficient to answer the question. Read both the 
statements carefully and give the answer: 

(a) if toe data given in statement 1 alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data given in state¬ 
ment 11 alone isn't sufficient to answer the question. 

(b) if the data given in statement U alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data provided in state¬ 
ment I alone isn't sufficient to answer the question. 

(c) if either the data provided in statement 1 alone or II 
alone is sufficient to answer the question. 

(d) if the datas provided in bt>th the statements are not 
sufficient to answer the question. 

(e) if the datas given in both the statements are needed 
to answscr the question. 

57. How many children does Meena have? 

I. Her younger son is very naughty. 

II. Rakhi is her only daughter. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

58. When will Mr Agrawal get his promotion? 

I. He would be promoted as soon as his immediate 
boss retires. 

II. Mr Agrawal is assistant manager of this 
branch. 

(a) LI (b) □ (c) □ id) J (c) □ 

59. How is Rajesh related to Subhash? 

I. Subhash is his wife's brother. 

II. Subhash is his son's maternal uncle. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

60. When was the Taj Mahal built? 

I. It was built by Shah Jahan when his wife died. 

II. Shah Jahan was Jahangir's son and 
Aurangzeb's father. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) U 

61. Which is the best college in this city? 

I. The government college has been showing the 
best results for the last decade. 

II. No other college has as qualified staff and enjoys 
as good a reputation as the government college, 
(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

62. Where has the officer of this office been transferred? 

I. He has been transferred to the State which is 
famous for its golden beaches and tourist 
resorts. 

II. All the offices of this department are functioning 
in the capitals of the States only. 

(a) □ (fc) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

63. Why should one not have a charcoal fire burning in a 
room wito all the doors and windows closed? 

I. The room gets over-heated. 

II. Carbon monoxide, produced by burning char¬ 
coal is a poisonous gas. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

64. Why is Udaipur known as the city of lakes? 

I. No other city has more than one lake in or 


around it. 

II. There is a lake-palace in the city. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) a (d) □ {€) □ 

Below is given a passage followed by several possible inferences 
which can be drawn fiom the foots stated in the passage. You have to 
examine each inference separately in the context of we passage and 
decide upon its de^e of truth or falsity. Mark your answers; 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

(b) if probably true. 

(c) if doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

(e) if definitely false. 

Besides being vast, Brazil is a country of mysteries 
and of extremes. It is difficult to know its present as it is 
difficult to get to know its past. Car builders and army 
pioneers are constantly turning up archaeological finds 
when building the new roads intended to open up the 
vast territories which are still inaccessible. No one can 
estimate how much unique material is lost forever in the 
mountains of debris excavated. And yet, archaeology is a 
universal hobby in Brazil though professional ar¬ 
chaeologists are rare. The size of the country and the 
multiplicity of archaeological riches, most of them vir¬ 
tually inaccessible, mean that planned digging, clas¬ 
sification and excavation scarcely ever take place. Even if 
a forgotten pre-historic town is accurately located and is 
accessible with the right kind of vehicle, it takes years 
before the money to equip a modern expedition is avail¬ 
able. 

65. Brazil has places where approach is not easy. 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

66 . Most of the archaeologists are rich. 

(a) □ (f>) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

67. All the places of archaeological interest were traced 
through an air survey. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

68 . All the Brazilians are aware of the fact that a rich pre¬ 
historic civilization prevailed in their country. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

69. The government officials take fast decision regarding 
expeditions interested in archaeological finds. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

70. Road builders are not much concerned about toe 
articles and places that might be of value from archaeological 
point of view. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANA-HONS 


1. (d) In all the other words, the letters follow alphabetical 

arrangement, here 'a' follows 'e'. 

2. (c) All the other months have 31 days. 

3. (d) It means portion, all the others are Greek alphabet 

used in Mathematics. 

4. (b) All the others prick. 

5. (b) All the others are different forms of cooking sometoing. 

6 . (d) All the others are played with balls. 

7. (a) All the others are natural calamities. 

8 . (c) All the otoers are capitals of Indian States. 

9. (d) Chie provides the other. 

10. (b) Just as the first two are mountain ranges, these two are 

harbours. 

11 . (d) They have toe cause and effect relationship. 

12. (a) One belongs to toe other category. 
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13. (c) One IS specially meant for the other. 

14. (c) Oiw is made by mcthtxlical arrangement of the other. 

15. (d) One belongs to the other general category. 

16. (a) Jiistascanoeisatypt'oftKMtinthesamewaydictiorv- 

ary is a type of book. 

17. (f») Two of the items are used for a common purpose. 

18. (c) Two of the items bekmg to the third general category. 

19. (d) Two erf the items are contained in the third one. 

20. (c) Itemsofboththesetsareinter-relatedinthesameway. 

21. (a) All the three contain a common matter, 

water/medicine. 

For solving Ute next set of questions, sort out common letters 
from wordsarufmatch them with common code letters, e.g. 'T occurs 
in questions 22 and 24 so d(KS the code letter ‘g’, so 'g' is the code for 
T 

22. (h) 13. (f) 24 (f) 25. (a) 26. (c) 

27. (h) Write the tetters in reverse order and cixie them with 

next letter of the alphabet.s. 

28. ((-) 29. (b) 30. (e) 31. (6) 

32. (a) 33. (d) 


34. (c) 


35. (fc) 


36 la) .37. (.) 


38 Id) 


39. (a) 


40. (c) 


?T??t 

O C k c ■ 




0999 % 


© ® 

Qs. 41 to48. Tfw Ih'sI way to solve these questwns is by drawing 
sketches cf all the probable situatums and then reaching a fool-jnvof 
concluison. I el each item berepresentedby a circle irrespective cf Us 
size. Here are some of the examples: 
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LIFE&PRORLE 

Jawaharlal Nehru 


Jawaharlal Nehru was bom on No- j 
vemter 14, 1889 at Allahabad. The first 
and the only male child of Motilal Nehru 
had all that luck could confer. However, I 
the wealth, the status and the condort j 
could not rarefy the sense of loneliness m ! 
'Nanhe' as very few children could visit | 
his house. Fond of western style, Motilal i 
Nehru did not sent Nanhe to the local | 
school to protect him from being spoiled ' 
by contacts with commoners. Ferdinand i 
Brooks was the Irish tutor of his boyhood. 
At the age of fifteen he was admitted to 
the Harrow Public School, England. He 
then studied in Trinity College, Cam¬ 
bridge. His father wanted him to qualify 
as Barrister. In 1910 Jawaharlal joined the 
Inner Temple, London and in 1912 he was 
called to ^e Bar. 

In 1916 he was married to Kamla 
Kaul. Kamla gave birtli to her only child, 
Indira. But Kamla did not keep good 
health and died in 1936. 

In India, life at the Bar could not thrill 
Jawaharlal. Accidentally, one night in 1919, 
he got into a railway compartment in 
which General Dyer was also travelling. 
On hearing the gruesome account of 
Jallianwala blood-bath, Jawaharlal was 
thoroughly shaken and he joined the In¬ 
dian freedom movement. In 1921 during 
the Non-Cooperation movement he came 
in close contact wid\ Mahatma Gandhi. 
He started his political career in the then 
United Province (now Uttar Pradesh) as a 
dedicated soldier of the Congress and 
within a decade rose to the highest post in 
the Congress hierarchy. Besides presiding 
over the historic Congress session at 
Lahore in 1929, Jawaharlal Nehru became 
President of Congress in 1930,1936,1937, 
1946, 1951, 1953 and 1954. It was his 
dynamic role during the 1930 Civil Dis¬ 
obedience that won him a place second to 
Mahatma Gandhi in the Congress. He 
went to prison nine times and remained 



imprisoned for a period totalling over nine 
years. 

Jawaharlal Nehru placed crucial role 
in shaping the destiny of India particu¬ 
larly after the Government of India Act of 
1935. 

Though he had some differences with 
Gandhiji, Jawaharlal fully supported him 
in particular during the 1938-39 crises 
which witnessed an open conflict between 
Subhas Chandra Bose and Gandhiji. Of 
course, during the trial of Indian National 
Army Jawaharlal Nehru joined Bhulabhai 
Desai to provide legal defence to the INA 
accused and adopted the slogan 'Jai Hind'. 

Jawaharlal Nehru also played a 
prominent role during the negotiations 
that preceded the transfer of power. In 1946 
Jaw^arlai Nehru became the Congress’s 
nominee to the post of ^^ce-P^esident of 
the Governor-Generals' Council. In 1947 
he became the first Prime Minister of in¬ 
dependent India and continued to remain 
Prime Minister till his death on May 27, 
1964. 

He laid emphasis on socialism, secu¬ 
larism and democratic processes. It was in 
accordance with his zeal for upholding 
democratic values that after 1954 he never 
opted to head the Indian National Con¬ 
gress and while showing respect to the 


j Kamraj plan of 1963 he even offered to 
resign from the office of Prime Minister. 

For the development of the country 
he adopted the system of Five Year Plans. 
As votary of scientific outlook he spear¬ 
headed a move to set up Natioiral Labora¬ 
tories in 1 950-51. Without undermining the 
: role of cottage industries in India, he paved 
I the way for the establishment of large scale 
! industries as well. 

I For the cause of social justice, 

■ Jawaharlal Nehru was instrumental in the 
; codification of the Hindu Law that gave 
1 Indian women equal right of inheritance 
I and divorce. 

j In foreign policy he exhibited a grand 
I vision. As an exponent of the concept of 
'one world' he regarded nationalism as a 
narrow ideology. He engineered the policy 
of non-alignment. He lent his support to 
suppressed humanity against colonialism 
by supporting freedom movements in 
Africa, Asia and South America. 
Jawaharlal was one of the most widely 
travelled Indians and he almost every year 
I attended the Conferences of Common¬ 
wealth Prime Ministers. In 1955, after his 
return from a marathon world tour. Presi¬ 
dent Dr Rajendra Prasad confernxi on him 
the Bharat Ratna. 

Notwithstanding the debacle of his 
Sino-lndian policy, it is the foreign policy 
propounded by Jawaharlal Nehru that 
continues to guide India during Congress 
or 'Non-Congress' rules. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was a profuse 
writer. He is known for 'Autobiography', 
'Discovery of India', 'Glimpses of World 
History', 'Letters from A Father to His 
Daughter' and 'A Bunch of Old Letters'. 

Of course there are critics who at¬ 
tribute many faUures on the national sce¬ 
nario to Jawaharlal Nehru, but he 
continues to enjoy a unique position 
among Indian fr^om-fighters and na¬ 
tion builders. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

November: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 

The long array of events which occurred 
during November in tiie pre-indepen¬ 
dence history of India indude 
organisation of Gader Party in San 
Francisco by Lala Hardyal with the 
help of Ram Chandra and Barkatulla on 
November 1,1913; starting of Non- 
Bralimin Movement on November 20, 
1916; commencement of 'Harijan Tour' 
from Satyagraha Ashram, Wardha by 
Mahatma Gandhi on November 7, 1933; 
historic disappearance of ]ai Prakash 
Narayan on November 9, 1942 from the 
Hazaribagh jail. 

In this section we shall focus on Simon 
Commission and First Round Table Confer¬ 
ence, incidentally both wen? boycott(>d by 
the Indian National Congress. 

Simon Commission 
With a view to introducing 'further 
reforms' the British Cabinet on Novem¬ 
ber 8, 1927 announced the setting up of 
a Reforms Commission under the chair¬ 
manship of john Simon. On November 
26,1927 the Simon Commission got the 
'blessings of both the Houses' in Lon¬ 
don. The Commission was to study the 
working of the system of government 
and explore the possibility of extending 
the scope of responsible government in 
India. It was an all-white Commission 
and did not have a single Indian citizen 
on its panel. The Congress boycotted the 
Commission. Right from the moment it 
landed in India, ihe Commission was 
greeted with black flags and hartals. On 
October 30,1928 in I.ahore, Lala Ujpal 
Rai took the command of protesters and 
he was seriously injured during the police 
lathi charge. And on November 17,1928 
I^a Lajpat Rai succumbed to his injuries. 

First RTC 

' Forced by the pressures that emanated 
from the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
the British decided to hold a conference 


with 'prominent' Indian leaders. While 
thousands of Congress leaders, including 
Mahatma Gandhi, were behind the bars, 
the British Indian Government nomi¬ 
nated 'prominent' men like Sir Mirza 
Ismail, Maharaja of Bikaner and Akbar 
Hydari to represent the Indian States. 

I The Conference was held in London 
from November 15, 1930 to January 19, 
1931. Ranisay Macdonald was then the 
Prime Minister of tlie Britain. The 
j Conference decided in favour of having 
• an All India Federation where, subject to 
j some reservations, 'federal government 
I would be responsible to the federal 
! legislature and to give autonomy to 
! provinces’. The first RTC proved a failure 
[ as Congress was not involved in it. 

After Independence 
■ The epoch-makmg array of events of 
I November in the after independence 
I history of India mclude commissionmg of 
Kidderpore (Calcutta) Basculate bridge on 
I November 5,1960, signing of Fataklw 
I agreement by India and Bangladesh on 
I November 5,1977; commissioning of 
I India's highest TV tower 235 mtrs at 
; Pei'tampura, New Delhi is commissioned 
1 on November 7,1988. In this section we 
! shall focus on the Indian Constitution, 
i Redefining of India's Political Map and 
! I^ajiv's Tryst with November. 

Indian Constitution 
After about 23 months of efforts, on 
November 4,1948 Dr B.R. Ambedkar, 
Chairman of the Drafting Committee 
presented a Draft Constitution to Con¬ 
stituent Assembly for discussions. Later 
on November 3,1949 the Second draft 
of tie Constitution was presented to the 
Pres:,dent Dr Rajendra Prasad. And 
finally on November 26, 1949 the 
Indian Constituent Assembly passed the 
Constitution at 11.10 am. The final form 
of the Indian Constitution had 395 
Articles and 8 Schedules. 


Redefining Political Map 
In die month of November, particularly 
on the 1st of November the political 
map of India was redrawn a number of 
times. For instance on November 1, 

1954 the French Government transferred 
Pondicherry, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam 
to India. Following the integration of 
Ajmer and Mt Abu with 'Greater 
Rajasthan' the present State of Rajasthan 
also came into being on November 1, 
1956. The same day while Delhi becan.e a 
Union Territory, Telengana area of tlie 
former Hyderabad was added to Andhra 
and the State of Madhya Pradesh was 
formed. Next year on November 1 
Tripura was declared a Union Territory. 
I,ater on November 1,1966 States of 
Punjab, Haryana and the Union Territory 
of Chandigarfi came into being. 

Rajiv's Tryst with November 
November had been quite an eventful 
j month in the life of Rajiv Gandhi. On 
; November 2, 1984, after tlie assa.ssina- 
j tion of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, 
j Rajiv Gandhi was unanimously elected 
; leader of the Congress (1) Parliamentary 
I Party Incidentally on November 29, 
i 1989, following Congress-I's debacle in 
the elections, Rajiv Gandhi submitted 
his resignation as the Prime Minister. 
During the months of November Rajiv 
Gandhi initiated some very crucial 
projects. For instance, on November 6, 
1985, he laid the foundation stone of 
the Rs 750 crore Thein Dam in the 
District Gurdaspui; inaugurated Nortii 
Zone Culture Centre at Patiala and the 
same day inaugurated NAMYFEST-85, a 
five-day festival for the youth of non- 
aligned countries in New Delhi. On 
November 19,1985, to commemorate 
the birth anniversary of Indira Gandhi, 
Rajiv Gandhi inaugurated the National 
Programme to immunize all infants 
against six of the most dangerous 
diseases of childhood, by 1990. 
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BANK P.OyRBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. Recently, a Bill was introduced 
in the Lok Sabha providing 33 per cent 
reservation for women in the Lok Sabha 
and $tate Assemblies. Give ai^uments 
For and Against this provision. 

Ans. Thr Bill providing for 33 per cent 
reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and 
Stale assemblies has been described as a his¬ 
toric measure, The major political parties arc 
in favour of the provision. However, as with all [ 
new measures, this Bill has also got its pros | 
and cons. i 

Arguments For | 

1. Tlw desire to grasp and exercise 

power is one of the first elements of politi¬ 
cal consciousness among the oppressed 
groups today. These groups know that the 
power equation has to be reversed. Earlier 
it was believed that inequality and justice 
can be redressed thipugh information, per¬ 
suasion, laws or even satyagraha. Now, 
such belief have been worn down by the 
political leadership's propensity to ignore 
and overcome. Therefore, the attempt is to 
replace those in power. Moreover, empow¬ 
erment of the marginalised 'classes' or 'cat- i 
egories' would allow them to express thei r j 
demand for justice. i 

2. Women are normally not chosen as 

candidates in politics because they are not 
viewed as Icaciers with money and muscle. 
The goal of those advocating reservation 
for women is to ensure fair representation 
to women's viewpoints and concerns in 
political and decision-making spheres. 1 

3. Women in local bodies have shown ' 
a high level of commitment. They demon- | 
strated their skill.s in politics and showed i 
that they knew what power and politics is | 
all about. Women are definitely ready to 
take their place in the power structure. The 
underlying hope in the effort to reserve 
seals for women in politics is that it wilt 
bring about a new kind of politics under a 


new kind of leadership. 

Arguments Against 

1. The reserv'ation for women might 
not be the best way to tackle the problem 
of women's marginalisation in politics. It 
is unlikely to improve the overall quality 
of governance in our country. The fear is 
that we could end up feminising crime and 
corruption if women remain content to 
play by the rules set by men already in 
power. 

2. The proposed Reservation Bill has | 
some serious flaws. Reservations for Sched- j 
uled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have | 
been worked out on the basis of their pro- j 
portion to the population. On tlie other j 
hand, the proposed quota for women has 
been arbitrarily fbced at 33 per cent. If the 
reservations were to be done on a propor¬ 
tional basis, the quota would come to at 
least halt the seals. Moreover, there is no 
provision for any review or enhancement. 
Even though there is no law prohibiting 
women from contesting from general con¬ 
stituencies, the fixed reservation proposal i 
will ghettoise women. It is quite unlikely i 
that any political party will be willing to 
field additional women candidates once 
special women's constituencies are ear¬ 
marked. Women could be forever pitched i 
agaiast other women in electoral battles 
where they would view each other as ri¬ 
vals rather titan as potential allies to work 
with. 

3. Reserved constituencies for women 
will be selected through a draw of lots, 
which means they will keep changing 
unpredictably with every election. Titus, 
the iitcentive for women to nurse their re¬ 
spective constituencies will not be there 
because there would be no surely which 
constituency' will be earmarked for them 
next. Tltis would make political represen¬ 
tatives even more unaccountable. 


4. Today, there is a large marginalisation 
of all decent and honest people from the 
world of politics because it has become a 
citadel of corruption and crime. In such an 
atmosphere, few women are willing to risk 
joining political parties. There would be a 
fear that powerful male politicians are 
likely to present their wives and-daughters 
at election time for cornering the women's 
quota. In fact, this has already been hap¬ 
pening. 

Q. There have been proposaLs to 
supply foodgrains at half the issue price 
to the poor through PDS. Various ex¬ 
perts have been arguing about ways to 
ensure that schemes meant for the poor 
are not usurped by the non-poor. Dis¬ 
cuss some of the ways suggested and 
give arguments. 

Ans. The government recently de¬ 
cided to supply foodgrains at half the is¬ 
sue price to the poor through PDS. This 
has given rise to questions regarding vari¬ 
ous alternatives of providing cheap 
foodgrains to the poor. One alternative is 
targetting the PDS, as was done in Andlira 
Pradesh. A second alternative is to invest 
in self-taigetting schemes like Maharashtra 
Employment Guarantee Scheme. The al¬ 
ternative that the government plans to 
adopt is to give 10 kg of foodgrains at half 
the issue price. 

There are certain problems regarding 
these schemes. Take targetting for instance. 
The Andhra Pradesh experience of 
targetting has not been successful. The 
scheme was found to be fiscally 
unsustainable. 

The question of giving 10 kg of 
foodgrains at half the issue price is also 
ambiguous. No report is clear about how 
exactly the issue price will be reduced to 
50 per cent. Neither do the reports specify 
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"50 per cent" of what. Such a scheme 
would in fact increase the incentive to the 
middle class to get entitlement to this ra- 
don. The middle class also feels that it does 
not have enough subsidy. 

Self-targetting schemes are better than 
the previous alternatives. Thrae can pro¬ 
vide income support as well as supplemen¬ 
tary food stamps. With PDS the poor get 
just 20 paise out of every rupee spent by 
the government, whereas with the EGS the 
poor get more than 50 paise. 

Poverty by definition is below subsis¬ 
tence consumption. At present, the pov¬ 
erty measures in India consider only food 
consumption. Thus, if the poor consume 
more food, the incidence of poverty goes 
down. A major issue then, is to increase 
the food consumption. This can be done in 
the following ways: 

(a) Tt) increase tlte real income of the 
p(K>r—maybe through some employment 
generation programmes. 

(b) Another wav is to subsidise ftnid 
consumption of the poor thi ough the Pub- 

I lie Distribution System (PDS) Tliegovern- 
1 ment is more inclined towards these 
programmes. However there are several 
pitfalls in this programme In most States, 
the PDS at present covers only the urban 
areas. Even m these areas, the scheme ex¬ 
cludes many informal sector housi'holds 
such as construction labour having no fixed 
address. Even tlie poor covered under tlie 
PDS cannot derive full benefit out of it, as 
they are mostly daily wage earners and 
cannot buy full quantity' of weekly, fort¬ 
nightly or montlily fcxid quota at a time. 

TTie PDS can be an effective measure 
of anti-poverty progranune only if it is 
revamped drastically to sell food daily to 
all poor households. Since most poor 
households live in rural areas PDS has to 
be extended to the rural areas in all States. 
This would not only increase its scale of 
operations but also enhance the budget 
subsidy. 

Some experts have suggested that to 
ensure that the poor get most of the ben¬ 
efits of the PDS, features of "self-targetting" 
can be introduced. For example, larger 
quantities of coarse grains can be brought 
in under the PDS; ration shops may be lo¬ 
cated in areas with high concentration of 


the poor and be withdrawn from the afflu¬ 
ent areas and allowing smaller quantities 
of grain withdrawals at more frequent in¬ 
tervals. 

(c) Given the problems that the PDS 
and other such schemes face, some experts 
have also suggested reducing the market 
prices of food through an appropriate pric¬ 
ing policy so that the poor can buy ad¬ 
equate food from the market without 
government support. Considering the per 
capita income, the market prices of food in 
India arc excessively high compared to 
[ international standard. If the market prices 
I of food declines, the poor can buy more 
[ food fmm the market, and this can reduce 
! poverty substantially. This programme, 
i combined with a judicious income genera- 
i tion pmgramme for the poor, can elimi- 
] nate the need for food subsidy. 

' Q. Secularism is said to be a key 
I issue on the agenda of the present gov- 
I emment. It is also an issue on which 
I the government would be judged by the 
I people. Comment on the various ways 
i that can be followed by the government 
i to promote secularism. 

Ans. Besides economic policy and an 
1 effort to liberate ilie country from corrup¬ 
tion, the present government hJs been 
I showing some inclination towards enlianc- 
I mg secularism in the country. So fax, the 
; government's performance on this front 
' has not been spectacular. There are certain 
j steps that the government can take in or- 
j d('r to enhance the spread of secularism. 

I (a) The government should evolve a 
i code banning the use of religious appeal, 
j especially religious prejudice, in election 
i campaigns. Secularism has been declared 
I to be part of the basic structure of theCon- 
I stitutmn This logic correctly separates 
, politics from religion and refuses to privi- 
; lege a particular religion or religious iden- 
I titv as more or less nationalistic or 
I "Lidian". 

I { h) Tlu' Narasimha Rao Government's 
I Whiti’ Papers on the events leading to the 
I Babri Mosque's demolition has been 
I criticised as deceptive and incomplete^— 
hence by definition not White Papers. 

Therefore, it is only reasonable to de¬ 
mand that all those intelligence reports, 


i 


I 

I 


I 


minutes of Cabinet deliberations, notings 
on files by senior Home and Law Ministry 
and other officials, be published as genu¬ 
ine Wlute Papers. This would help in pin¬ 
ning responsibility on those who allowed 
the disgraceful act of demolitions to take 
place. 

(c) A number of committees, includ¬ 
ing the National Steering Committee on 
Evaluation of Textbooks headed by JBipin 
Chandra, have made recommendatiems on 
removing communal biases from school 
textbool» and imparting secular education 
to children. Several such reports pertain¬ 
ing to eight States have already b«n sub¬ 
mitted to the Human Resource 
Development Ministry, with specific sug¬ 
gestions about reform. Immediate action 
on these reports is necessary. 

(d) In the context of the present situa¬ 
tion, it is perhaps very' important to solve 
the Ayodhya problem, nrere is a need for 
the government to show' statesmaaship and 
attempt to solve the problem in the 
cleanest, most open and traasparent man¬ 
ner possible. 

It is also important ffiat the govern- 
I ment finds honest solutions to the Kash- 
1 mir problem.A series of documents can be 
I prepared on the Kashmir issue for wide 
I dissenunation and discussion. 

I 

I Q. A well educated, healthy work 
I force is essential for economic growth. 

I Discuss some of the steps that can be 
I taken to build a better work force. 

Ans. India, W'ith its large population 
base, has a strong foundation to build 
upon. Although Central planning has 
helped in achieving access to basic educa¬ 
tion and health care, these need to be made 
adjustable to the ever changing demands 
of freely competitive markets. Reform of 
I ed ucation is needed to give workers more 
I transferable, marketable skills and to de- 
I velop informed citLcens. capable of partici- 
I pating actively ui civil society. It is also 
essential to reform the health care system 
! to raise life expectancy and to reduce the 
burden of disease and injury, contributing 
both to productivity and the quality of life. 
Thus tire idea is to reshape health care and 
education to meet the demands of a new 
economic system without throwing away 
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the achievements of the old. 

■ Education: Reforms for this particu¬ 
lar sphere have been highlighted in the 
World Development Report 1996 also, it is 
felt that reforms are essential in three prin¬ 
cipal areas: finance, content and delivery. 

Financing of education has to be such 
that it provides incentives for efficiency. 
Public funds can be allocated for training 
and higher education on the basis for en¬ 
rolment, to make the system more respon¬ 
sive to demand. Education financing 
needs to be reformed because it supports 
more efficient management of schools and 
because it can improve the content of edu¬ 
cation by empowering consuitiers to de¬ 
mand the education and training they 
need. 

Ref«)rm of content implies setting up 
new curricula, especially in subjects like 
economics and histofy This is important 
to produce a more critical type of learning 
and to adjust schooling to changing needs 
and values. For this, new textbooks are 
needed, and encouragement of a competi¬ 
tive publishing industry More than just the 
content, it is important to raise the account¬ 
ability of educators. This involvi-s training 
new teachers and retraining existing ones. 
Performance incentives for teachers and 
local administrators have to be strength¬ 
ened. 

Delivery improvement involves de¬ 
centralization to make education more re¬ 
sponsive to local needs and diversification 
of supply to promote competition and thus 
efficiency 

Health Care; In almost all countries, 
health care consumes a significant share 
of resources. Therefore, the issue of ac¬ 
cess to quality care is of great importance. 
Health care policy mainly involves equi¬ 
table access to health care, producing the 
quantity, quality and mix of health inter¬ 
ventions (including preventive care and 
health education) that bring improve¬ 
ments in health. 

Causes of health outcomes are not lim¬ 
ited to tire health sector only. People arc 
influenced by income, lifestyle, environ¬ 
mental pollution, occupational risks and 
quality of available health care. Of these, 
income and lifestyle are the most impor¬ 
tant. Lifestyle choices are the key to im- 
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proving health. Policies to reduce risk fac¬ 
tors include taxation to discourage con¬ 
sumption of alcohol, tobacco and 
unhealthy foods, removal of foixl subsi¬ 
dies that distort food prices in favour of 
unhealthy diets and legislation on alco¬ 
hol, tobacco advertising and food label¬ 
ing. 

Policy-makers need to devise a strat¬ 
egy to allow the health sector to grow in a 
controlled way, both to prevent an explo¬ 
sion in health spending and to ease efforts 
to adjust the overall mix of medical activi¬ 
ties towards preventive and basic health 
care. 

Health finance is another important j 
factor in health care. It is important to i 
ensure that means usc*d to finance health | 
care do not clash with the means of deliv- ! 
ery. Three different poin ts need to be given i 
importance. First, access and cost contain¬ 
ment Ivivc to be assisted by a substantial 
reliance on public rather than private fund¬ 
ing. Second, health services can be deliv- 
crt\1 effectively by private providers for 
profit, by private non-profit providers (of¬ 
ten NCiOs) by the public sector, or by a 
combination of these. Tltird, different ap¬ 
proaches to funding and different types 
of delivery should not be mixed indis¬ 
criminately. In the health sector, policy 
making needs to focus on better alloca¬ 
tion of resources; expenditures should be 
sliifted from specialized services towards 
preventive care and encouraging healthy 
lifestyles. 

Q. With the changing economic sce¬ 
nario in the country, there is an increasing 
need for banking reforms. What can the 
government do to initiate these reforms? 

Ans. There are a number of changes 
taking place in the economy of India as 
well as otlier countries. Banking forms an 
important part of the infrastructural facili¬ 
ties of a country and it is important to make 
sure that the banking system keeps in line 
with other developments. The government 
can take various steps to initiate banking 
reforms. First and foremost, it is important 
to develop the Central bank into an insti¬ 
tution that independentiy formulates and 
conducts monetary policy. Greater Central 
bank independence, including the right not 


to finance the government and to set inter¬ 
est rates without government interference 
helps in attaining lower inflation and mote 
effective monetary policy. 

Second, the weaknesses of commei> 
cial banks need to be addressed. This could 
involve an approach based on either entry 
of new banks, rehabilitation of existing 
banks or (usually) some combination of tiie 
two. The new entry approach involves the 
entry of a relatively large number of new 
banks, the break up and privatization of 
State baiiks, and in some cases the liquida¬ 
tion of old banks. 

Third, problem banks should be dealt 
with quickly. Too often, throubled banks 
continue to receive normal or even prefer¬ 
ential treatment. It is important to stop fi¬ 
nancial flow to these msolvent banks and 
also, to keep changing management fre¬ 
quently. 

Fourth, effective supi rvision should 
i be developed along with prudent regu¬ 
lation. A fully independent and market- 
, oriented supervisory agency should be 
developed New entry should be 
I screened and disclosures should be im- 
; proved. 

I Fifth, the State-owned banks should 
, be used for well-designed, focused, credit 
I programmes ol relatively limited duration. 

They should focus more on infrastructure 
I development. 

Sixth, creating cooperative financial 
! institutions can help in developing selt- 
] sustaining rural finance. Credit coopera- 
i tives have many strengths—active peer 
monitoring of borrowers, close links with 
clients and an emphasis on mobilization 
of savings. 

Perhaps the best approach to banking 
reform for many countries, particularly the 
less advanced ones, could be to restrict the 
activities of State banks while a new or 
parallel banking system develops. Govern¬ 
ments should encourage banks to be more 
self-reliant in building capital—for ex¬ 
ample, through more generous loan-loss 
provision rule.s—and improve the general 
framework for debt collection. It is aLso 
important to develop non-banking finan¬ 
cial intermediaries as well as capital mar¬ 
kets, for smooth functioning of the banking 
system. 
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Year of India's Independence 


Anjali Poovaiah studies in class 9 
at Vijaya High School, Bangaloro. 
Her hobhiffi are reading and 
writing. 

looking al the present silualim. I think 
that Indians have misused their freedom. IKd 
ive escape from the exploitative hands of an 
alien nation to land in the dutches of our 
leaders? Be are today one of the most 
corrupted nations. I feel adiamed when I see 
whal indepmdenre has meant for most of us. 
Today. I am not proud to he an Indian: on 
the contrary. I do not even feel like looking 
at the newspapt'r which has only scamlals to 
offer. 

I would like India to he 
technologically advanced having a truly 
cnslele.ss society. But this can come about 
only with dedication and perseveraiu e. If 
I had a chance. I would lake decisions 
which our leaders have ignored. Only with 
revolutionary changes ran India he 
brought on the path to piosperity 

ff'e are the seeds of tomorrow We have 
to strhe to protect our indejwndenee. If we 
rely on our leaders, we will lose our very 
indepemlence. whirh we love so much. 


Rilesli Mago is doing his 
graduation from Chandigarh. His 
hohliies are reading, making 
Iriends and travelling. 

\one else., hut a bird pul into a golden 
cage, can best define whal indepmlence 
jnfan.s. Today, we are entering the Xlh year 
of independence hut in my opinion we an' 
.still not free in the true sense of the word. 
There are many soruil ends which continue 
to dominate us and stand in our way of 
becoming a truly free country. Foreign 
powers will lake advantage of Ike situation 
and in fact a neocolonialism has already 
creeped in, al least in the Ihinkiry of our 
elites. 

We cannot say that our country has not 
progressed, hut there is still much to he done. 
We have to free Ike country from the many 
dts it still has and move towards real 
freedom. 


Our readers responded with fervour to 
letl us whal they fell about their 
country. From Tamil Hadu to 
Darjeeling to llimacbal Pradesh, we 
heard diverse wires. From school 
students to people who ore working. 
Some are hopeful, while some are 
pessimistic. Either way. these are the 
I foiVes of our youth, the future Hiizem 
|! of India. There is indeed a sincere 
I romen.ms of pulling many things 
j, right and we hope that the desire gels 
t sharper as you gmu up. 

I We publish here some of the notable 

' vieu poniri receired from readers in 

^' 

t. respimse to our competition on 
1 . Irulia's Fiftieth tear 


f - Bratali Choudhury lives in 
.' (ihiiKsurah in Hooghly district 
, of West Ueiigai. She has done 
her M.Sc. in Plivsirs and is 
niiTently doing R.Kd. from 
Chanden iiagore. She likes reading, qui/aiiig 
and dehaling. 

The last 50 years has seen the burial 
of many dream', as also many things to he 
proud of. But it is difficult to say whether 
I am proud of my country or not. Ie.s. wf 
hare made remarkable progress, but on the 
other hand, corruption that has crept in 
every .sphere of life makes me very 
deprt’K.'trd. 

My dream is to live in a ’ ouniry 
'where the mind is without fear". For that, 
we do not have to he soft but lake tough 
de, isions. both personally and as a 
naUon. 

If I gel a chance. I will introduce a code 
(4 ethics for polilwians. I will also ensure all 
round development rather than development 
of the rich only. 



Mitesh L. Chodasama is a student 
of C.A. (utermediate from 
Juni^adh in Gujarat. 


The dream our people saw al the tune of 
independence has not come true. We had 
thought of a strong, independent and 
prospenms India but we have ml been <Ale 
to acMeve. that fully. While our leaders are 
busy in scams, we have become dependent on 
other countries for nuiney ami technology. 

We have to restructure our country. The 
youth is the real strength of the country and 
we ran surely affect a positive change in 
tidnking and outlook of our people. 


M. Haarii Venkalesh studies in 
class 8 in ShencotUh in Tamil 
Nadu. 

Independence lo me means satisfying 
basic needs of the majority of the population. 
Fgnal educational opporlunilies based on 
merit should he followed. At the sanw lime, if 
hard work is rewarded, we may even have a 
progressive industry and trade. For that, the 
hold of gowmmeni officials has to decline. 

We .should free people's spirit lo enable them 
to set up industries and enterprises. Whal 
does the. jememmenf have to do in such 
limiters anyway? If goivrnmenl controls are 
reduced, people will surely begin lo think 
creatively and conlribule in scienlifk 
detelopmenls. W'e ran attain fme freedom 
only by such methods. 


Keena Slianna. who lives in 
Sonepat in Haryana, is doing her 
6.Coin from Hindu Girls CoU(q;t>. 


/ am proud of my country. We may be 
poor and in many respects backward, but me 
also have many arkmmenis lo our credit. 

My dream is lo do a wonderful and 
graceful art for my country. If each one of us 
can do such a thing, our country can become 
one of the greatest in Ike world. But our 












young people suffer from a crisis of 
confidmr. fe do not know anymore whom 
to trust. The. scandals have sapped our 
energy and confidence. To restore faith, we 
have to cleanse the govenmeni. If we ran 
mukale a work culture into the rich culture 
that wc have, there is no reason why the 
country will remain backward. What is 
needed is the freedom to excel in any field of 
one’s chmee The country 's freedom wilt he 
maintained if each one of us does h ’ls best. 


Bnbtiy Mathpws is an rnginerriiig 
gradiiale from Trivandrum. He is 
doiiij; a computer courst* and 
plans to do MBA for which he is 
pro|iarinp:. 




ITc are free but we still haw the label of 
being a 'devehpintj country'. Democracy is 
floundering, since power brokers have 
hijacked it. Mitics has become a business. 
While slowly advancing in different fields, 
India is declining in many others, including 
our culture and tradition. 

I dream of an India which is not under- 
di’wloped. I UiiU work for decreasing 
illiteracy and encouraging self-employment. 
Most of all. I wM encourage sports so that 
our people have a healthy attitude. With .so 
many people, we ran surely arhieiw muck in 
ittlemalional sports. 

We must haw faith in ourselves inspile 
of conflkting signals from our leaders, ill of 
us must walk hard and do one's indindual 
best. Thai is the only way of making our 
country truly great. 


Ananiib Singh is in class 12 and 
live's in Kanpur. Shp aspirps to 
■HHHI Imonip an IAS offirpr. 

For centuries, India lived in semiude, 
hul none could suppress our feelings for our 
country, (hr freedom was, Ihus. a great 
event. Hut after 5(1 years, many of our 
dreams lie in shambles. Dubious people have 
entered politics and stealthily steered India 
into a whirlpool of scams and scandals. 
Corruption, over-popuhlion and nepotism 
have formed a vicious circle. W'p haw lo 



break out of this circle. 

Fortunately (here is a ray of hope. W'e 
haw people like Kiran Bedi and T.N. Seshan. 
who haw shown that our spirit is still not 
dead. TAouj/i the process of the law is slow, 
sinners ullimalely find their nemesis. I 
would say that as long as freedom reigns and 
men are free lo think and act, we. haw hope 
in making India a truly great nation. 


Subhash N. Chaudhari. from 
Nagpur, holds a diploma in 
Lnginppring and works wilh thp 
Lie. {|p is also preparing fur the 
civil sprvifps pxaminalion. 


/Is Indians, we can no longer hold our 
heads high and preach high moral values, as 
ours is one of the most corrupt nations of Ihr 
world. Our founding fathers had lofty ideals 
hut we haw betrayed their trust. Now. we 
haw lo roncentratr on improving our moral 
standards. We should give up our meekness, 
since 'a society of sheep gets, in time, a 
government of wolves '. 

is Indio enters the fiftieth year of 
independence, I am unable to have any 
dreams for the rouniry. ns Ihe decadence all 
round gives me .sleepless nights. But there is 
one experlalum: that we may not repeal the 
mistakes of Ike last 49 years. If as a mlion 
we haw hsl our .so«f. lei us try lo redeem it. 


% 


Faramila Falit Ls in ckss 12 and 
lives in Rbulraneshwar. Her 
hobbu>s are reading, bird 
watching and dancing. 


Being an Indian, I am proud of its rich 
heritage and culture. Apart from this, there 
are many things which are wrong, which 
have lo improwd. For example. I would 
like to cleanse India of the evils plaguing her. 
The gap between Ike haves and the haw-nots 
Im to be bridged by ushering in equal 
opporlunilirs. For Ihis. the reservation 
policy, which has beconw an insidious tool in 
the hands of plilirinns, Im lo he abolished, 
('.(trrupl praclires «iso haw to be curbed. 

I would like my country lo be self ■ 
suffkieni and strong. Bui cur present 
plicies are utdikely to be of any help. There 


has lobe a radical change in thinking from 
the opporlutmik thinking of today. 
Obviously, this change cannot come 
overnight. But, giwn the burning desire of 
our youth. I am sure that this change wiU 
come. Only then witt the dreams of our 
founding fathers be realised. 


M.$. Rhatia iparh«^ English in 
Dooki village in Kangra district 
of tiimachol Pradesh 

To be an Indian is a mailer of pride for 
all of ns. People of all castes and religions 
live here in a deum ratic and secular society. 
Both peace ami progress marrh side by side 
in our rouniry 

There is no dearth of talent in India, 
but the crying need is lo channelise it in a 
proper direction with radiral changes Job 
oriented education should Ac uniwrsalised. 
Work cullure. rather lhan subsidy and 
reservalion cullure. must be entouraged. 

On the whole, the Indian Incolour 
should be raised high in eirry field of 
endeavour. A surgery is required as far as 
corrupt hureaucmls and plilicians arc 
concerned. Inspite of these self-sennng 
individuals, our rouniry Im done wry well 
and will ronlinue to do well against all odds. 


Pamela Poiilos<> is a pindess from 
f' Delhi. She is cuirently doing a 
creativt' wrilmg course' and a 
diploma in purndlism. 


In our piden jubilee year, we might 
ponder why we do not recall Mahatma 
Gandhi or other great people. Why do we not 
haw visionaries Idic Nehru or Tagore? On the 
other hand, uie Ireal August 15 as another 
holiday, h ours a cynical generation, bored 
and unable to do anything^ Or are we simply 
realists, conditioned by our unsavoury times, 
rightly cntieol of pst-independenl India? 

fe are hobbling lo the 2lst century, 
overhurdened wilh a huge pplation, ranked 
the third most corrupt country in the world. 
Betrayed by our obnoxious leaders, saddened 
by the national atrophy of conscience and 
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50th \car ifj India's ludepciidetici 


chamter. have to awake the skeping 
giant so that our country may ntrouer some 
of its pre-independence fenmr and protect 
its independenre. 


# 


Dipli Aditikari sludifs in B.Sc. in 
Miindui. lior hobby is music. 


To me, being Indian means that I am 
representing the best traditions and rulture 
of this great historu land. This im iudes the 
abUily to excel in education, creative arts, 
science, technology and social service. The 
India of my dreams is a prosperous land, 
where the ugly featun's of poverty, 
corrupliim and socio religious disparilies do 
not exist It is of a great task to i valise this 
dream. Hut constant effort, especially by the 
young people, must he made. 

Ificp-la ehame In chanf mailers. I 
would cleanse Ike political system, proauilr 
economic development and have programmes 
for the youth so that they ran excel in 
differimi fields. 


yL RufKsh Kumar sludns in class 9 
■1 in St.. Paul's School in Darjeeling. 


To an Indian, independence means 
everything and he cares more for it than his 
own self. IPe have had great leaders and 
our land is bestowed with unmatched 
beauty. 

miat has happened to our great spirit? 
Today, we are a corrupt nation and 
ordinary people hare herorne mere pawns. 
Today.! ask my fellow Indians to sland up 
against corruption and violence and to make 
India a great nation once again. Irrespectitw 
of religion, each oiw of us hare to join hands 
in this endeavour. 

There are many things which hate to be 
changed in India. I^ucation must be made 
cheaper and not more expensive, as is the 
current trend India's villages also hair to be 
deif loped and educational facilities provided 
so that the majority of our people are 
brought into the national mainstream. This is 
the India of my dreams. 




Prachi Prasad lives in Patna in 
Khar. She is currently preparing 
for her Bank,^A Entrance 


Being an Indian means to me: 
l-lnlegrated. S-Nalionalist. D-lhitiful, 
l-ldealist. A-Amduous. and hi-Natural. I 
am proud of this great country and 
dream is to see it free of misery ami 
poverty. 

Given a chance. I will enforce the 
spirit of the Conslilulion and fulfil Us 
basic objectives. I will work for women's 
uplifiment. since women bold the key for 
prevenling many social evils. An eduraled 
woman educates the entire family and 
there are instances where women have 
enforced prohibition. I firmly believr that 
women ran change the path that India has 
led so far-a path of poverty and ruin. It 
IS lime that women eame out of the male- 
dominance society and assert themselves 
not only for their sake, but for that of the 
country. 
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RARAGRAPH-WRmNG 

Model Paragraphs 


"Love is blind, marriage is the eye- 
openet" 

Though blind in intensity, love is a 
boon that makes life a pleasant dream 
soaked in infatuation at first sight. It is 
true that love allows no impediments in 
its passion and pursuit. All appears rosy 
and rewarding when one is in love— 
rather in blind love. Life attains new 
meaning and motive when love directs 
its course and offers a feast of heavenly 
bliss and exquisite ecstasy. But, when 
love turns into marriage and attunes 
itself to new realities, both bitter and 
sweet, the dreams are broken and the 
rainbow gets blurred and hazy. All that 
was intoxicating and invigorating 
during love, becomes irksome and 
idiotic. Marriage, not only opens the eyes 
of the lovers to each other's follies and 
foibles, it also makes them ridiculous in 
each other's assessment and evaluation. 
Both hasband and wife come out of the 
make-believe world of 'colourfulness and 
faultlessness' that love renders when 
perceptions are blinded and brain takes 
the back-seat and obeys the dictates of 
heart. It has been rightly said that love 
opeits before us such vistas as are unreal 
but marriage brmgs to the tore all those 
facts of life that brook no blindness but 
openness, both in approach and action. 

"There is always a secret agreement 
between the past and the present." 

—Walter Bmjaniw 

Though invisible, the bond between 
the time present and the lime past is 
close and cohesive. Those who ignore 
the past and act in haste in the living 
present, may find the time ahead full of 
pitfalls and painful. To the short-sighted 
and shallow in understanding, the past 
seems irrelevant and immaterial. It is not 
their wisdom that guides their destiny 


j but mere recklessness and mental bias 
I that lead them astray to rue and regret 
j later on. The seed that was sown in the 
' past has sprouted into a trt>e in the 
i present. If that were not so, tlicrc would 
have been no great traditions, no won¬ 
ders and no to'uching tales of service and 
sacrifice to inspire us today. The present- 
day world looks wonderful not because 
I of any magic touch of science and 
I technology of today but because of the 
1 countless contributions that the men ot 
! vision and virtue had made in the past. 
Foundations of the glamorous and 
glittering civilisation of today were laid 
in the past. Our joys and sorrows, hopes 
! and fears are as much the result of what 
1 happened in the past as they are the 
I offshoot of what we conceive now and 
i co-relate it with what took place in the 
! past-—both near and distant. 

I "Life without faith is an end 
I business." 

I 

1 Noel Coxonrd 

Without faith in life, all efforts in 
material pursuits and possessions result 
in dismay and despair. When the end 
I comes, it dawns upon the man without 
j faith in his life that he has not only 
I wasted his energies and faculties in 
j chasing the mirage but also played into 
the hands of the devil. Those who fall 
victims to dogmas and berate faitlt in 
Cod and time-tested values, meet with 
the dust with regrets but no relief. In 
order to be on the right path of concepts, 
and concrete actions, some sort of a 
I prop-like faith in religion or noble 
I traditions, Ls the only guarantee against 
j depression and despondency. Having 
' lived for the self only and served the 
j devil within is the negation of all life 
, and its pristine purpose. There is no 
; denying the fact that faith heals the 


troubled heart whereas non-belief or 
dogma hurts both tlie self and otliers. 
life loses most of its charm and direc¬ 
tion when one disowns the relevance 
and reverence that faith ought to occupy 
in life. Just as fears and phantoms are 
the negative or naggmg forces and sap 
the vitality of life, similarly the absence 
i of laith in our psyche and mental make- 
I up brings about nothing but an atmo- 
I sphere of morbidity and melancholy. 

I "Flattery, formerly a vice, is now the 
i fashion." 

I — Piibliu!> Si/n/s 

I A vice becoming a virtue is the 
! success story of flattery in all agi^. 

! Flattery, as an instrument of currying 
' favour, has been u.sed to the advantage 
j of both the flatterer as well as the 
I flattered. Something kwked down upon 
j as contemptuous in the past by the frank 
I and free minds, has become the most 
wanted and potential weapon in the 
armoury of those who wish to remain on 
the right side of power-brokers-cum- 
power-wieldcrs. Those who claim to be 
above flattery are not to be trusted, is an 
age-old advice that the most successful 
flatterers have handed down to us as the 
sum and substance of their perceptions 
and practices. Since the vice is tempting 
! and seems tampering witli truth, both 
the die-hards and the gullible fall easy 
victims to it. Those who are adept in the 
art of flattery and employ it with 
subtlety and sophistication rule the roost 
and run with tlie current, commonly 
knowi'. as 'fashion' of the day. In fact, 
flattery has always been an art—^rather a 
performing art used most of time on the 
mighty and rulers, although the wise 
and visionaries have always considered 
flattery a vice, that blunts the intellect 
and belittles all ideas and innovations. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

The Internet 


The Internet is confusing for many 
computer users because it is different from 
anything they are used to. It's not a pro¬ 
gram, it's not a piece oi hardware, it's not 
software, it's not even a system. Instead, 
it is a place where you can get informa¬ 
tion, make information available (tor Iree 
or for sale), ami where you can meet 
I'cople. 

I'Ssenliallv, the Internet is a network 
of computers that offer an ess to [leople ! 
and infoimation To use the Internet, you ■ 
run many different programs depending ; 
on the type of information you wish to 
view. 1-or example, you might use one pro- , 
gram for mail, another program tor re- ' 
trieving tiles, and yet a third for ['laying 
lantasy games with many people at once. 
The kind of information freely available 
includes government documents, scieii- i 
tific data, hobbyist lists, business and j 
personal advertising, database"- and ■ 
much more | 

Lven though the Internet is nebulous | 
and difficult to define, its value is easy i^' 
see. It you have regular access to it, you ] 
can communicate vc ith anyone else on the ' 
Internet quickly and easily ,Mmost any¬ 
thing you can do through the regulai mail ; 
system or on the telephone can also be* done ! 
on the Internet. j 

The Internet is open to anyone who j 
can use a computer and a modem and can ' 
call into a computer that is on the Internet. | 
At many universities and companies, the ! 
entire network at the location is connected ! 
to the Internet. Most people however, ac¬ 
cess the Internet from their own comput¬ 
ers through modems. 

History of the Internet 

In the mid-1960s, computer network¬ 
ing was in its infancy. The most common 


{ form of communication between two com- | 
j puters was manual. More advanced com- 
i puter communications networks had been 
! developed, but they were crude in com- 
j parison to today's computers A network 
i of three or more computers could be wired ' 

I together and could communicate at low 
speeds, but a constant problem with early ; 
communications was that each computer | 
had to be functioning for the network to | 
function Thus, if one computer was i 
turned ot! tor maintenance, the network j 
would not hinction unless the computer I 
was removed from the netwoik. This j 
made networking unreliable and difficult j 
to manage j 

I he U S Department of Defence was | 
an early supporter ot much ot the research ! 
into ad vanced compu ters and networking 1 
A network that could be shut down by a ! 
single computer's maltiuiciion was a ma- : 
jor vuincrabiiity, so the military wanted to i 
develop a netwoik that could sure ive even ; 
if one or nvinv of the computers on the ; 
network didn't 

.Around 1970, the Advanced Research 
Projects .Agency, part ot the Department 
ot Deteneo, .set uj) the first parts of what 
would become the Internet. There were 
manv goals lor this network, dubbed the 
ARPAiwI, all ot which were implemented 
and are still a part of today's Internet 
Some ot tluise goals included liie follow'- 
ing 

" The network would be ab'e to run even 
if many of the computers or the connec¬ 
tions betw'cen them tailed. 

' 'f.i accommodate the many diflereni types 
ot computers conung onto the market, 
IheDclcnceDeparement wanted dissimi¬ 
lar computers to be able to exchange 
! iulormalion smoothly. Thus, the nct- 
! working method had to be usable by 
! computeis with vastly different hartf- 


ware configurations. 

* The network would be capable of auto¬ 
matically rerouting information around 
non-functioning parts of the network. To 
compare this with a road trip, imagine 
you are driving from New Delhi to 
Bombay. II your planned route through 
Jaipur was blocked by an accident you 
could take the highway through Agra 
instead. It both those routes were un¬ 
available, you could take a third route 
via Kanpur The network had tc. be ca¬ 
pable of this sort of automatic rerout- 
ing. 

* The ARPAnct was In be a network of 
nctw'orks, not just a network ot comput¬ 
ers Only one computer on a network 
had to be connected directly to the 
ARPAnet hardware. Every other com¬ 
puter on that Iwal network would ap¬ 
pear to be "on" the ARPAnet and could 
communicate with otlier computers on 
the ARP.Anet through the one connec¬ 
tion. 

Tlu* Aiy’Anet expanded to non-mili¬ 
tary uses in the 1970s, when unix'ersities 
1 and companies doing defence-related re¬ 
search were allowed to use the network. 
This mcreasc'd u.se allowed the researchers, 
who maintained tlie ARPAnet, to study how 
! growth in the number of computers and 
, users changed the wa\' the ARI^Anct re- 
\ sjionded 

j In the late i970s, tlie ARPAnet was so 
I large that the original standards would not 
i support the rate of gniwth of the netvv ork. 
I After years ot research (and a fair amount 
ot arguing), the ARPAnet switched from'a 
technology known as Package Switch 
Nodes to the rCP/iP communication stan¬ 
dard. TCP/IP Is a communication protocol 
that defines how to send particular kinds 
of messages between different computers, 
i The biggest advantage of TCP/IP was that 
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it a'llowpci for almost unlimited growth iir 
the size of the network and was easily 
implemented on a variety of computer 
hardware. 

If researchers had not set down tliese 
standards, tlie ARPAnet would hive never 
gotten off tlio ground, dnee the standards 
were set, tlie ART'Anet flourished. It was lused 
mostly with non-defence applications. 
People wrote programmes that allowed 
easier access to files on otlier aimputers, then 
programmes that facilitated cooperative 
communication between computers on the 
ARl’Anet Companies and imiversitics all 
over the world got connected to the Internet, 
and many foreign governments supported 
connections so that their researchers could 
commimicate with colleagues in the U.S. 

The Internet, thas, is an amalgam of 
many networks that participate to a larger 
or smaller extent. Tlie term "Internet" with 
a capital f became the ticfaclo name for the 
network in tJie late l^SOs 

Today, if you have a modem, vou can 
gel on the Internet for free. If you want 
more reliability, you can sign on with one 
of the commercial providers for a small 
amount of money. If you are at a university 
or company that already has Internet ac¬ 
cess, your system administrator can prob¬ 
ably get you on the Internet within hours 

Structure of the Internet 

Creating a network of networks was n 
radical idea at the start However, the 
Internet was so succcsstui tliat the concept 
of internetworking, instead of having a 
single monolithic m-twork, has become 
standard througlioul the computer indus¬ 
try. It is useful to know a little about the 
structure ot the Internet and how the indi¬ 
vidual user relates to it in order to sec why 
it is amenable to rapid growth. 

Any computer that uses the TCP/IP 
networking protocol and is physically 
connected to another computer on the 
Internet is itsell on the Internet. If tlie 
computer is on an "island" (cither un¬ 
connected to any computer, or only con¬ 
nected to computers that are not 
connected outside the local network), it 
is not on the Internet. 

For many years, the NSPnet was called 


I the hackhvic of the Internet. The backbone 
} was a series of cable and connecting hard- 
j ware that passed data at very high speeds, 
i Recently, the NSl' stopped running the 
I backbone, and so many networks now 
j have high-speed connections that con¬ 
nect to the remnants of the NFSnet that 
it is impossible to specify what is the 
Internet backbone and what isn’t. How¬ 
ever, the concept of the backbone still 
exists. Basically, the backbone is the cen- 
i tral set of high-speed links, regardless 
j ol who owns the links. This set of links 
! is growing rapidly and it's harder and 
‘ harder to determine what is "central" 

■ on the backbone 

i Anvthing connected to the backbone, 
i directly or indirectly, can be considered 
I part of the Internet. As long as a single 
I computer in one country is connected to 
1 another computer that is connected to tlie 
; backbone, that country has access Itisonh 
i a matter of time before otlier computers in 
; that country can connect through tlie first, 

; or through additional connections The 
i more connections there are, the more likeh' 
i it is that all users in that country can access 
i the Internet more often. This is how the 
Internet has reached over 100 countries 
i Most computers that are on the 
i Internet are connected to the network 
j all the time, these computers have a pei- 
I sistcnt connection. However, many com- 
I puters have only an mtermittent link to 
i the Internet It you have an intormillent 
' link, your computer calls up another 
: computer on the Internet, uses its con- 
I nection for a while, then disconnects. 

I This w'orks well for users who only need 
I to send mail back and forth through the 
! Internet and do not care about how long 
I it takes. 

i Intermittent connections are much 
i less expensive to maintain than persistent 
I c onncH.'tions. If tlie user only needs to trans- 
j ter mail once a day the computer can do 
I it when the phone rates are the cheapest, 
I Lven if the computer transfers mail every 
' hour, it can save hundreds of Rupees a 
! montli by not having a persistent telephone 
I coimecfion. Many computer bulletin board 
! systems (also called BRSs) use various 
i methods ot intermittent connections to 
> keep their costs dow n. 


Another important concept in under¬ 
standing the structiue ot the Internet is that 
otscm'rs and clients. Aserveris a computer 
that jTerforms actions for another computer; 
a client is the computer that asks for the 
action. The range of the actions performed 
between a client and server is almost unlim¬ 
ited. The most important thing to keep in 
mind about the dient/serv'cr relationship is 
tliat the client does not care how the server 
docs tlie task, just that result is something 
I the client wants. 

I For example, a client might ask a siwer 
I to get a particular file. If the tile is on the 
I si'rvcr computer, the server simply gi'ts itfrom 
i its disk and passes it back to tlie client How- 
' ever, if the file is not on tlie serv'cr, but the 
. sen er knows how to find it, the ser\'er finds 
the file and liands it back to tlie client In both 
; ol these* cases, the client got what is wanted 
i the file If the server can't do what the client 
; asks, the server must know the proper way 
! to sav that it can't, antf hoix’tullv will pro- 
, \ kU’ some intormation a.s to why. 


Test of 
Reasoning 

This book is must for 
you to give you ample 
I practice in 

t 

; Reasoning Ability, Verbal and 

j Non-Verbal Series 

I -»Verbal Analogies 

j - Syllogism 

- Statistical Data Representation 
i -• Quantitative Aptitude 

ORDER TODAY 

I 

j ASK YOUR LOCAL BOOK SELLER 
; OR miTE TO US 

! A Prestigious Publication of 

' KHANNA BROTHERS 

I (PUBLISHERS) 

I (Publishing Divisian of ChsndikA Press Limited) 

1 

I 126, Industrial Area, 

Chandigarh-160 002 


\ 


374 NOVEMBER '96 COMPETITION MASTER 







The Examiner’s Guess 
Questions 


Q. When was the 3()th anniversary of 
the International Literacy Day celebrated? 

Ans. September 8,1996. 

Q, What is the name of the film that 
was awarded the Golden Lion prize for best 
film in the Venice film festival? 

Ans. Hie award was bagged by the 
film 'Michael Collins' directed by Dublin- 
born director, Neil Jordan. 

Q. When was International Ozone 
Day celebrated’ 

Ans. September 16, 1996 

Q. Cray Research, Wisconsin recently 
computed the largest known prime num¬ 
ber. How many digits does it consist of’ 

Ans. 378,6.12 digits. The new largest 
prime number is If beats the 

earlier largest listed in the (uiinness Hivik 
of Records as {2"''' ■‘’*••1) Prime numbers arc 
those that can be divided without remain¬ 
der by no whole niunber other than one 
and them-selves. It has fascinated mathema¬ 
ticians for more than 2,000 years In 1884, 
the record was held by a 20-digit number 
In the age of the computer, this figure be¬ 
gan to be pushed higher and higher—start 
mg from 1971 when computer calculations 
led to the discovery of a 6,002-digit prime. 

Q. Which of the five limited-over 
matches between Pakistan and India was 
forced to be postponed due to torrential 
rain? 

Ans. The five limited-over matches of 
the Sahara Cup played at Toronto in 
Canada. 

Q. Which is the Indian railw'ay project 
that has been designed for modern high 
speed trains over the most difficult and 
challenging terrain? 

Ans. TheKonkan Railway. It incorptv 
rates several new technologies that has 
been used for the first time in India. Among 
them are a fully computerised train moni¬ 
toring system, jet fan ventilation in long 
tunnels and fibre-optic communications 


j system throughout the 760 km length. The 
terrain that this railway covers include 179 
major and 1670 minor bridges, 288 grade 
separators, 26 km of total waterway and 
92 tuimels with a total length of 83.6 km. i 
The Konkan railway will pass through the | 
‘ longest tunnel in Indian Railways—6.5 km | 


at Karbude. 

Q. When was the World Tourisrri Day? 

Ans. September 27. During 1995-%, 
India recorded an impressive 14.8% growth 
in tourism which was a reversal of a dis¬ 
mal performance during the previous three 
years 
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Appointed; Elected Etc 
Alija Izetbcgovk: First President of 
Bosnia's three-men collective Presidency. 
He won by narrowly defeating his hardline 
Bosnian Serb rival Momcilo Krajisnik in the 
first post war presidential elections. 

Vivek Coenka: Managing Editor of the 
Indian Express and Qiairman and Manag¬ 
ing director of Indian Express Newspapers 
(Bombay) Ltd., he has been elected Presi¬ 
dent of the Indian Newspaper Society (INS). 

Ratnakar Rao: Chief of Intelligence 
Bureau. | 

Anin Bliagat. He has been appointed : 
to head the Intelligence Bureau. ; 

f.M Qureslii: He has been appointed j 
the Chairman of the Union Public Service { 
Commission. j 

Matwimr S. Usgaoncar He has been I 
appointed Additional Solicitor General of 
India. He is a legal practitioner from Goa 
and a member of the Supreme Court Bcir 
Association. 


M. Pusitpangadkm: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Managing Director of Over-the- 
Counter-Exchange of India (OTCEI). 

Raj Singh Dungarpur: He is the new 
President of the Board ot Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 

Resigned 

Cegong Apang: Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister. He resigned to form a new 
party called the Arunachal Congress. He 
was later sworn in as Chief Minister of the 
State for the fourth consecutive term. 

Died 

L Gopalakrishna Menon. The first com¬ 
munist legislator of independent India. 

Malmram Vedawatt. The lastChalukya 
queen, scion of Itajasthan's Patan royal 
family. She had been active in Madhya 
Pradesh Politics. 

Gum Singfr One of the few living win¬ 
ners of the Victoria Cross, r,ian Singh 
passed away in Jalandhar 


EVENTS 


SEPTEMBER 

7—-First phase of polling is held in Jammu 
and Kashmir in 26 Assembly constitu¬ 
encies. 

11—UN General As.sembly adopts the Com¬ 
prehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) with a 
vote of 158 to 3 with 5 abstaitioas. India, 
Bhutan and Libya oppose tlic treaty 

16— Second phase of polling in the 34 As¬ 
sembly constituencies of Jammu and 
Kashmir beguis. 0\ er 45 per cent turn¬ 
out is recorded. 

17— Judges in Geneva give permission to 
hand to India the documents relating 
to the U)-year-old Bolors bribe scandal. 

—Former Telecommunication Minister 
Sukh Ram is remanded to Central Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation (CBl) custody in 
the Rs 1.68 crure telecom scam. 

18— Siiresh Mehta Ministry survives a con¬ 
fidence vote in the Gujarat Assembly. 

19— Centre dismisses the BIP government 
in Gujarat and imposes President's rule 

20— Arunachal Chief Minister resigns to 
launch a new party called the Arimachal 


Congress. 

21—P.V Narasimlia Kao steps down as 
President of the Congress party after 
his plea for discharge in the Lakhubhai 
Pathak case is dismissed. 

23— Gunmen open fire on a mosque in 
Pakistan's Punjab Province during 
dawn prayers, killing 19 and injuring 
50 people. 

24— US President Bill Clinton becomes the 
first 1 load of State to sign the CTBT 
shortly after it is opened for signature 
at llu‘ UN. The other declared powers 
also sign tlie treaty. 

26—laliban rebels enter Kabul, the capital 
of Afghanistan. About 100 people are 
killed in the fierce fighting 
—LTTE launches a counter-attack on 
army troops advancing towards the 
northern rebel stronghold of Kilinochi. 
At least 150 Tamil militants and about 
100 Sri Lankan soldiers are killed in 
the attack 

—Riots break out in Gaza city, the worse 
since 1%7, killing 49 people and injur¬ 


ing hundreds of others. 

—Central Bureau of Investigation files a 
diaigesheet against former PrimeMinis- 
ter PV. Narasimha Rao in the & Kitts case. 

27—After two days of fierce fighting the 
Afghan capital falls to the Taliban mi¬ 
litia Former President NajibuUah is 
publicly executed while President 
Burhanuddin and Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar flee. 

—In a counter strike by Sri Lankan army, 
450 Tamil militants are kilitxl. 

OCTOBER 

2— The National Conference headed by 
Farooq Abdullah sw'eeps the polls in 
J&K. 

3— Peace talks between Israeli and Pales¬ 
tinian leaders fail in a tw'o-day Wash¬ 
ington Summit. 

4— A Delhi court issues non-bailable war¬ 
rants against former Prime Minister in 
tliG St Kitts lorgcry case. 

6— National Fertilisers I.Id (NFL) termi¬ 
nates the Rs 133 crore urea import con¬ 
tract with the Turkish firm Karsan Ltd. 

7— ^l^atna High Court passes severe stric¬ 
tures against CBI director and asks him 
not to scuttle tlie probe into the animal 
husbandry scam 


MILESTONES 

Bob Dent: He became the first 
person in the world to die by legally 
sanctioned euthanasia. He had been 
bat^g prostate qituw for five years. 
A lethd dose of barbiturates by a 
computerised "death machine*'' was 
adrninisterefj to him in his home in 
Darwin, Australia by his doctor. 

Himanshu Pitsihkaima: He be¬ 
came the yout^est Indian to fly Sob 
from ihe US to India in a singteren- 
gine aircraft. Hetook 2Q.days to cov^ 
the 6,500 nautical miles, He touched 
11 c^s during the Mp.Pushkacna k 
only23^,tsDid, 

Mcrthcr Tetfsat She has beeh' 
htmotired With hinorary US dtizeft- 
^ip for her work with the poor. The 
bill waa voted unanimousiy by the 
Hom pf Representatives and has to 
be approved by die Senate. 
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Dear Masters, 

*'1 he end of the year is always a busy time for us, as we begin preparing 
for the special January issue. Regular readers have begun to expect a 
bonanza consisting of a round-up of national and international events, 
^ resume of expected questions, a round-up of general knowledge and 
other features. Our special issues of August and January are usually sell¬ 
outs and we have to increase our print runs to meet the demand. 

This year we are going a step further. Readers can expect completely 
redesigned sections which give information in a pleasant, reader friendly 
format. A compendium of useful information, along with brand new 
features are being prepared. To do this, we have taken into account 
reader feedback received over the year. 

Another surprise will be our cover story. For the first time, we are 
working on a survey-based cover story which will help discover the 
Indian youth and break many myths surrounding them. Readers from 
across the country are helping us with the survey and the story will be 
a path-breaking effort. 

In short, an issue to be treasured not only by those preparing for 
competitive exams but by everyone who has anything to do with young 
people. If you mi.ss your copy, chances are that nobody will be willing 
to lend you one. 


SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 
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EDITORIAL 


I 

I 

] 

Sullied National Honour 


' Mr Rao, the former Prime Minister and Congress 

■ president, is arrested and freed shortly afterwards on bail the 

! surety for which is given by the wife of a former minister, not 
; by any member of Mr Rao's family' The trial is on the cards. 

I And thereby hangs an intriguing tale of the sullied national 
I honour. 

j It reveals an unmistakable trend that something very 
i seriously is wrong xvilh the moral 
‘ fibre of our society. Our values 
j haw practically dimmed into a big 
i cipher. We wallow in the mire of 
i immorality. The shocking decline in 

■ our values is both horizontal as 

i well as vertical. Things are 
! happening so rapidly (and 

j routinely) that even the most 
j unflappable temperaments take 
\ notice 

I But neither the intensity, nor 

■ the rapidity, nor the depth of 
1 depravity, leaves any dent on the 
; collective national conscience. Let 

I 

! scores of ministers be exposed of 
j; bribery, cheating, corruption, legal 
subterfuge, violating of FERA 
I regulations and a host of sins and crimes and all ive hear is 
an anaemic defence from a crony of the guilty. One "advisor’’ of 
' the farmer Prime Minister went on record: Mr Rao is not more 
equal than others but he is also not less equal than others. 

! Another classic but cussed example of verbal gimmickery is hard 
i to find in the annals of contemporary political scene. 
i It is a well-known psychological principle that people 
hwe their name. Else, they change it as if they were wearing 
! on ill-fitting garment. It is love for the name which has led 
, generations of people to leave their mark on the sands of 
’ time. Similarly, people love national honour and are willing 
I to suffer hardship for its sake. They even lay down their 
j life. 

\ The law is taking its own course. The in-dock former 
i Prime Minister may have suddenly acquired an air of self¬ 


confidence, he is seen smiling, and may be imlking two feet 
above the ground hut his name is slush Thus he may lament 
with Shakespeare. "Oh, I hat>e last my reputation I have lost the 
immortal part of myself." 

There are two ways of establishing one’s name or keeping 
it from getting sullied: to be praised by honest men and to be 
1 abused by rogues or dishonest ones. But in the case of our 

dear VVlPs it is the other way 
round They are being cried down by 
honest men and being defended by 
those whose oum reputation is mud! 

This IS a pathetic attempt to 
douche the stink with a synthetic 
samts. A name once sullied may be 
repaired but the world always keeps 
its eyes on the spot where the crack 
IS. Iwok. A self-styled "king-maker" 
is desperately engaged in damage- 
control. 

These honourable men have 
stolen national wealth, betrayed the 
trust and nation had reposed in 
them. They may thrive by it but 
can they return the nation’s self- 
respect? A person who has been 
accused of sullying his own self-respect cannot he expected to 
return it far this is the one thing of which he himself is bereft! 

Mr Rao and his friends are all honourable men! But so 
far reputation is concerned it is like the blowing of a 
whistle. Can any one blow it and then put the sound back 
into it? 

People who occupy high positions acquire big name but it 
depends how they use their position. If they debase their 
position, or office, they debase the name that is derived from 
it. 

Shame and honour do not arise from extraneous 
circumstances. They arise from acting one's part. Act well 
your part, there lies all the honour. 

Schiller puts it, “That nation is worthless that will not, 
xvith pleasure, venture all far its honour." 










READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, ap¬ 
pearing in the box, have been awarded a prize 
of Rs 100.00 each. Readers are invited to 
send us their views on topics covered in 
this issue. The decision of the Editors will 
be final. 

INDIA’S RFTIErH YEAR 

The many thoughts of your readers 
in the 50th year competition feature 
touched my heart. 1 wonder if these are 
just lofty views, considering the ground 
realities in institutions. For example, our 
university remains closed for six months. 
For the rest of the year, life is quite hec¬ 
tic with rifle shots, explosions and 
strikes. Most of us do not get time to 
study or participate in constructive ac¬ 
tivities. 

During the examinations, we fall 
back upon guess papers and it is easy to 
pass. Students, calling themselves netas, 
roam around freely, the classrooms are 
stained with pan-masalas and everything 
seems to be rusted. 

1 wonder where we have reached and 
where we are heading. To many students 
here, being an Indian means nothing and 
even the concept of living in a nation with 
responsibilities and duties seems to be 
missing. That is why reading your compe¬ 
tition entries was an exhilarating experi¬ 
ence. 1 hope that some of the readers were 
sincere in their desire to change the 
country’s ways. 

Srnli Srivastava 
Lucknow, U.P. 


DEMOCRACY IN J & K 

The elections in Kashmir proved that 
democracy is deep-rooted in our country 
and can survive inspitc of threats. How¬ 
ever, the job does not end with elections. 
Proper steps must be taken to nurture the 
gams so that people regain faith in the 
democratic process. 1 hope that democ¬ 
racy can pass the trial in the troubled 
State. 

Pranay Mishra 
jamalpur, Bihar 


DOCTORS AND RATIENTS 

The relation between a doctor and 
patient depends on mutual give and take. 
But if one fails in doing one's duty, the 
system will be disturbed. If each one of us 
fulfils his duty honestly, to the best of his 
ability, India can really prosper. 

Promt) Kumar 
Darbhanga, Bihar 


UES AND TRUTH 

Can a truth told with bad intent be 
uglier than a lie (October 96)? I think that 
this is contrary to principles. A lie, after all, 
is a lie and it can be used in any direction. 
Can a porcupine with beautiful flowers on 
its quills ever be considered a bouquet? 
When the lie will be exposed, it will look 
uglier than a malintentioned truth. 

Susevan Si 
Boraipali, Orissa 

MANAGEMENT FEATURE 

After my B.Tech, I started preparing 
for MBA and got admission in a good in¬ 
stitute. But 1 was surprised that they did 
not have facilities for good education, so I 
left the institute. Your two-part manage¬ 
ment article was right on target when it 
said that students should do a self-assess¬ 
ment first. Most of us get carried away by 
glossy pictures of institutes and take a 
decision which may not be the best for 
everyone. Unfortunately, no counselling is 
available. That is why students appearing 
for MBA will find the articles very useful. 

Somnaih Mandat 
fatni, Onssa 

The management interview pub¬ 
lished by you was remarkable. I would 
request you to publish a job interview too, 
which will help readers who are looking 
for a job. 

Scumya Bhattacharyya 
Bhatpara, West Bengal 

CM FEATURES 

I cleared many competitive exams and 
now I am working as an Income Tax In¬ 
spector I would like to say that the Compe- 
TmoN Master helped me throughout my 
preparations. Your features on general 
knowledge and personality development 
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CHINKS IN INDIAN CMtCE 
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are really very helpful. 


Randhtr Kumar 
Palm, Bihar 


Though 1 am not appearing in any 
competitive exam, I buy the Competition 
Master for its excellent features. I look for¬ 
ward to the changes that you keep mak¬ 
ing. 

Rajendra Prasad 
Burdwan, West Bengal 
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COVER FEATURE 


Emerging Importance of 
Asia-Pacific Region 81 
India’s Interests 
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This Impfies that In the 
Space of jittt two generations, 
East Asia would become an 
economic giant 


T he International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
is of the opinion that 
US $ 7.5 ^lion will 
be added to the gross output 
of the world in this decade. 
More than half of this will be 
produced in East Asia, which 
amply illustrates its growing 
significance. 

According to World Bank 
projections, the world's 10 
biggest economies (in pur¬ 
chasing power parity terms) 
in the year 2020 will : 

1. China 
2. US 
3. Japan 
4. India 
5. Indonesia 
6. Germany 
7. South Korea 
8. Thailand 
9. France 
10. Taiwan 

This implies that China is 
geared to overtake the US and 
Japan. Indonesia is forecast to 
be bigger than Germany, 
South Korea to be bigger than 
France, Thailand bigger than 
Russia and Taiwan much big¬ 
ger than Britain. Of the ten 
largest economies in the 
world, six will be in East Asia, 
one in the Americas, one in 
South Asia and two in 
Europe. 

ASEAN 


T he Association of 
South East Asian 
Nations, ASEAN, was 
established by the 
governments of Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand on 
August 8, 1967, to accelerate 
economic growth, social 
progress and cultural devel¬ 
opment and to promote peace 
and security in die region. 
Among its chief projects are 
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economic cooperation and 
development, prcnnotion of 
trade, both within ASEAN 
and between ASEAN and die 
rest of the world, and pro¬ 
grammes for joint research 
and tedinical cooperation 
betweoi membo- nations. 

Held together somewhat 
tenuously in its early years, 
ASEAN achieved a new cohe¬ 
sion in the mid-1970s, in the 
face of the changed power bal¬ 
ance in south-east Asia fol¬ 
lowing the end of the Vietnam 
war. Greater self-confidence 
was also a factor, bom of the 
dynamic economic growth 
experienced by the member- 
nations during the 7()s. 

Today, the South-East 
Asian countries form an inte¬ 
gral part of the most dynamic 
region of the global economy. 
Further, South-East Asian 
region, as a highw'ay for sea¬ 
borne trade, is geostrategical- 
ly significant for the devel¬ 
oped countries as well as for 
South Asia. 

Till the beginning of 1990 
little was however done for 
the defence of the region 
although questions of mutual 
security were discussed from 


time to time. In 1994, the ARF, 
comprising of 21 members— 
the ASEAN Seven, toe four 
ASEAN observers, the ei^t 
dialc^e partners (see box), 
China and Russia—was 
formed. 

The ARF is an embryonic 
structure for multilateral secu¬ 
rity dialogue for Asia Pacific. 
It is required to facilitate dis¬ 
cussions on political issues 
and security problems in the 
regiem. 

The ASEAN region's big¬ 
gest fears arc from China who 
does not miss any opportuni¬ 
ty to act as a big brother. 
China's attempts to enlarge its 
sphere of influence in the 
South China Sea has irked 
many ASEAN countries. 
China's claims to Spratly 
Islands and Mischief Reef, 
where it has allegedly set up 
gim emplacements and a lis¬ 
tening post, have also been 
view^ with concern. 

Mischief Reef, also 
claimed by the Philippines, 
lies within South East Asia's 
main current trouble spot, toe 
Spratly Islands, variously 
claim^ and occupied by 
China, Taiwan, Brunei, 


Malaysia, Vietnam and, of 
course, toe Philippines. 

China's adventure into 
Mischief Reef has possibly 
also been prompted by 
Philippines' weak military 
and toe abandoning by toe US 
of Clark Air Base and Subic 
Bay Base. However, ASEAN 
was united in voicing its con¬ 
cern about China's incursion, 
who has now focused its 
attention to its claim towards 
Taiwan. Then, there was toe 
series of missile tests conduct¬ 
ed by China in March 199&— 
prior to Taiwan's presidential 
elections—about which the 
ASEAN could do little. It is 
believed toat India's inclu¬ 
sion in toe ARF would act as a 
check to countervail China's 
growing military influence in 
toe region. 

ASEAN is also concerned 
about nuclear proliferation. 
At the end of the fifth ASEAN 
summit in Bangkok in 
December 1995, a treaty ban¬ 
ning nucleaf weapons from 
the region was signed. Called 
the South-East Asia Nuclear 
Weapon Free Zone (SEAN- 
WFZ) treaty, it forbids the 
acquisition, development, use, 
testing and positioning of 
nuclear weapons in the zone. 
A declaration urged the 
: nuclear powers—US, Britain, 
France, Russia and China—to 
back toe treaty and implement 
measures to reduce and elimi- 
", rate nuclear weapons. 

1 US Perception 

I '^n the words of toe US 
I I Assistant Secretary of 
I I State for East Asian and 
I JL.Pacific Affairs, Asia is 
considered as the "key to the 
‘ every day lives of Americans, 
f It is the most lucrative terrain 
for American jobs and 


exports". 'The US is a dia¬ 
logue partner with ASEAN 
and active participant of ARF. 
It has security Imkages and 
arrangemente with Japan, 
Souto Korea, the Philippines, 
Australia, Malaysia, Singa¬ 
pore and Thailand. In spite of 
a huge trade volume ( $,235 
billion in 1994), it has enor¬ 
mous defidte in trade balance 
with toe Asia-Pacific region. 
Initially, the US had reserva¬ 
tions shout India's entry into 
the ARF. It had suspected 
toat while India's presence in 
the ARF may help in contain¬ 
ing Chinese expansionist 
ambitions and thus retairung 
regional balance, it may also 
tilt the balance unfavourably 
for US interests. The US 
might have feared that India 
could collaborate with Russia, 
Good sense prevailed with 
India's hectic lobbying and 
the US also saw reason once 
ASEAN refused to toe its line. 
India's importance in check¬ 
ing China's growing influence 
is now clearly recognised by 
the US and others. In¬ 
terestingly, toe two newly 
admitted ARF mentoers are 
India and Myanmar, both 
having a common border with 
China, 

Europe's Interest 

A fter more than four 
decades of tl\e col¬ 
lapse of colonial 
rule in Asia, Europe 
is again looking at the Asian 
region which offers the attrac¬ 
tion of increasing opportuni¬ 
ties for trade and investments. 
In March, 1996 leaders of 
25 European and East Asian 
nations met at Bangkok for a 
summit to pave toe way for a 
new relationship between the 
two regions. Unforhmately, 


The ASEAN Seven are Indonesia, Thailand, 
Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei and Vietnam, 
i Cambodia and Laos wiirbe accepted as members by 
• 1997. The permanent Secretariat is in Jakarta 
y The ASEAN Observers are Laos, Cambodia, 
Myanmar and Papua New Guinea. 

The Oielogue Partners are Japan, USA, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, European Union, South Korea 
and India. 

ARF Members are the ASEAN Seven, the four 
ASEAN Observers, China, Russia, Myanmar and the 
^ eight dialogue partners. 
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India was aiduded from the 
so-called ASEM (Asia Europe 
Meeting) which, some 
observers opine, should have 
been termed as East Asia and 
West Europe Meeting. 
Thankfully, India has been 
invited for their next summit 
to be held in Britain, thus 
making ASEM truly represent 
Asia. 

Preoccupied in the post- 
World War II period, with 
their own reconstruction, and 
aUied more intimately to the 
North American markets, 
Europe has played a negligi¬ 
ble role in the growth of 
Asia's tiger economies. It is 
now trying to catch up on lost 
opportunities. 

Though trade between 
Asia and Europe is estimated 
at over $ 300 billion a year, 
investment in the Asian 
region, by the European pri¬ 
vate sector, is still very small. 

"Somehow we remained 
aloof from Asia throughout 
the 1970s and 1980s. We had a 
policy for all regions of the 
world except Asia", confessed 
a senior official in the 
European Commission's 
South and South-East Asia 
Division. In the opinion of 
experts, Europe's alienation 
from Asia was due partly to 
its 'shame' at being driven out 
by national independence 
movements in 1940s which 
brought their colomal rule to 
an end. Beginning in 1994, the 
EU's policy towards Asia 
underwent a major shift with 
the publication of a discussion 
paper, "Towards a new Asia 
strategy", which urged mem¬ 
ber countries to "strengthen 
the Union's presence in Asia 
in order to maintain its lead¬ 
ing role in the world". 

Worrying the EU plan¬ 


ners is the prospect of being 
left out of new protectionist 
economic blocs like the Asean 
Free Trade Area (AFTA) and 
die Asia-Pacific Economic Co¬ 
operation (APEC) forum 
which have a combined GNP 
of $ 12 trillion, more than half 
of the world's total GNP. The 
APEC grouping comprises the 
US, Canada, Australia, Japan, 
New Zealand, China, South 
Korea, Mexico and the 
ASEAN Seven. 

ASEAN is hoping to set 
up AFTA, a very ambitious 
project, by the year 2000. 
Ninety-eight per cent of intra- 
ASEAN trade involving over 
41,000 items would be subject¬ 
ed to tariff ranging from zero 
to five per cent. 

Since Europe now wants 
intensification of economic 
relations with Asia to be the 
focus of its Asia policy, it is 
being envisaged that the Asia- 
Europe alliance would offset 
American and Japanese domi¬ 
nation in Asia. The formation 
of ASEM may also be viewed 
as a reaction to the growing 
power of APEC in which the 
US, projecting itself as a dom¬ 
inant Pacific Power, has 
immense leverage. 


With the EU now begin¬ 
ning to establish its influence 
in Asia, the ASEM could, in 
the long term, successfully 
contain US political and eco¬ 
nomic hegemony in the 
region. 

India's Concerns 
and Response 

P andit Jawaharlal 
Nehru had once said : 
"We are India of Asia 
and die people of Asia 
are nearer and closer to us 
than others. India is so situat¬ 
ed that she is the pivot of 
Western, Southern and South- 
East Asia." 

India can no longer 
remain isolated from and 
unconcerned about die devel¬ 
opments in South-East Asia. 
With the liberalisation and 
globalisation of our economy 
There are already visible signs 
that the earlier misgivings and 
inhibitions, that some of the 
countries of this region had 
regarding the Indian military 
and political outlook, are 
being set right. 

India's relationship with 
South East Asia has wibiesscd 
three distinct phases. After 


independence, in the 1950's 
and 1960's, whoi their general 
economic conditions were at 
par, India's attitude was 
somewhat condescending or 
patronising. Later, when 
these nations emerged, India 
viewed them through the 
Soviet Union 'prism' as being 
US clients and they in turn 
viewed India through the US 
'prism', with suspicion as 
being the Soviet Union's 
client. Thus, in die era of 
prisms, India missed out the 
chance to become a member 
of ASEAN and was later 
knocking at their door. 
However, in December 1995 
India was admitted as a full 
dialogue partner of the 
ASEAN. At the 29th ASEAN 
ministerial meeting held at 
Jakarta in July 1996, India was 
welcomed, alongwith Myan¬ 
mar, into the ASEAN 
Regional Forum (ARF), a high 
profile body concerned witli 
security issues in the Asia- 
Pacific. 

India's membership of 
ARF will enable it to engage 
in political and strategic par¬ 
ticipation in regional security 
matters with major powers 
like US, Japan and the 
European Union (EU), thus 
also reinforcing stability in the 
region. 

Because of its pre-emi¬ 
nent location in the Indian 
ocean, India's geo-strategic 
enviroment has to include the 
Persian Gulf, the Central 
Asian Republics, Afghanistan, 
China, die Indian (^an and 
South-East Asia. India, thus, 
forms the natural link to East 
and South-East Asia. 

Even after almost half a 
century of independence, 
India still remains a poor 
country but rich in human. 
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natural and mineral 
resouras. Forty per cent of 
the Indian population still 
lives below tiu* poverty line. 
The economy and industry of 
the country needs to be 
geared up so that it is accord¬ 
ed its rightful place. India, 
therefore, needs to greatly 
improve its visibility in the 
ASEAN countries at tiie polit¬ 
ical level and throu^ busi¬ 
ness-level contacts. 

The complementariness 
in the economies of India and 
ASEAN call for strengthening 
business relationships bet¬ 
ween them. India has a large 
affluent middle class—which 
constitutes a big market, and 
the second-largest pool of sci¬ 
entific, technical and manage¬ 
rial manpower in the world. 
It can be a source for appro¬ 
priate technology in selected 
sectors for some of the 
ASEAN coimtries. 

India needs foreign direct 
investment, especially in hi- 
tech value-added, export-ori¬ 
ented and infrastructure 
industries. Many ASEAN 
countries are now exporters of 
capital. There is growing 
complementarity between 
India, Singapore, Malaysia 
and Thailand. In early 1992, 
India had 19 operational joint 
ventures in Malaysia, 15 in 
Thailand, 13 in Singapore and 
11 in Indonesia. Work on the 
proposed Information Tech¬ 
nology Park, with 40 per cent 
Singaporean equity, 40 per¬ 
cent by Tatas and 20 per cent 
by tire government of 
Karnataka, was launched at 
Bangalore in January 1994. 
ASEAN-New Delhi Com¬ 
mittee and ASEAN-India 
. Business Cormcil have also 
Been set up. 

Growing interdepen¬ 


dence, the dynamics of 
change and entering security 
challenges will have to be 
tackled by the competing 
regional States. This environ¬ 
ment offers India and ASEAN 
enormous prospects to estab¬ 
lish positive political, eco¬ 
nomic technological and mili¬ 
tary ties. The absence of con¬ 
flict on vital issues and the 
emergence of common chal¬ 
lenges will make it possible to 
rapidly expand ties between 
the two peoples. To build 
strong ties this window of 
opportunity should be 

grasped and institutional 
mechanisms formed to 

advance them on a long-term 
basis. 

Already evident are 

many positive developments 
in the Indo-ASEAN relation¬ 
ship. Since 1991 India has laid 
great emphasis to its relation¬ 
ship with Asia-Pacific 
region—South-East Asia, 
japan, China and Korea. 
Economic ties with Taiwan 
are expanding following the 
establishment of trade and 
cultural offices. India's 
becoming a dialogue partner 
of ASEAN will expand exist¬ 
ing ties, which in turn will 
facihtate India's greater 
involvement in the Pacific and 
its entry into APEC. 

In real terms it will trans¬ 
late into a quick expansion of 
trade and investment oppor¬ 
tunities, which will remain 
contingent on improving 
communication links, particu¬ 
larly airlinks, shipping and 
telecommunication. Also ba\- 
efidal for India's security con¬ 
cerns will be the building up 
of military ties through 
exchange programmes, naval 
exercises, training and arms 
export. 
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ESSAY 

Compromise, reconciliation and 
forgiveness are the heed of the hour 

Indian Forest Service 1996 


"If m could read the scael histciry of our 
enemies, we should find in each man’s li^ sorrow 
and suffering enough to disarm all hostility." 

—Longfellow. 

TF life is a series of struggles, successes 
land failures, it is also a supreme saga of 
compassion and compromise. There is 
nothing as rewarding as the path of recon¬ 
ciliation. Glory belongs to those who for¬ 
get and forgive even when they themselves 
are the victims of brute force and decep¬ 
tion. Compromise in politics and human 
relations; reconciliation in national as well 
as international affairs and forgiveness in 
matters of religion and faith are the golden 
goals that ensure peace with progress, pros¬ 
perity with poise and spiritu^ serenit}' with 
self-control. 

In the words of Channing, 'the world 
is governed much more by opinion than 
by laws. It is not the judgement of courts 
but the moral judgement of individuals 
and masses of men which is the chief wall 
of defence around property and title. 
With the progress of society, this power 
of opinion is taking the place of arms.' 
Just as the old order changes, yielding 
place to new, the need of the hour is to 
establish the rule of law with compro¬ 
mise, reconciliation and forgiveness 
among individuals, communities and 
nation-States. 

Though the world is not yet totally 
free from the phantoms of hatred, in¬ 
trigue and factional feuds, the dark days 
of Cold War era arc behind us now. The 
die-hard ideologues of yesteryears are 
either confined to obscurity or they are 
squirming in their graves. Some hard- 
headed fundamentalists, though deter¬ 
mined in their dubious designs to wreck 
civilised societies, stand condemned and 


isolated from the mainstream. The 
hardliners who used to dictate terms in 
matters of war and peace, have been 
pushed back into a State of non-entity. The 
present time»are quite propitious to usher 
in an era of compromise over conflicts, rec¬ 
onciliation over rhetoric and rivalry and 
forgiveness over revenge and reprisal. 

The policy of sitting with a devil but 
refusing to share a common platform with 
a political adversary or untouchable is 
fraught with dangers. Just as poverty 
makes strange bed fellows, similarly po¬ 
litical compulsions should aim at compro¬ 
mises if such an approach can serve the 
laiger interests of the polity. In India, the 
days of a single party rule, both at the 
Centre as w'eli as in most of the States are 
almost over. 

In order to tackle the gigantic prob¬ 
lems of poverty, illiteracy, backwaidness 
on the one hand and corruption, 
criminalisation of politics on the other, 
rigid stances of the past will have to be 
buried and old aversions pushed under the 
wraps. Ours being a pluralistic society com¬ 
prising many cultures, languages and reli¬ 
gions, criss-crossing the length and breadth 
of the country, it is highly imperative and 
inescapable that the policy, of 'give and 
take' is given precedence over personal 
egos and petty politics. 

Events in the recent times, both at 
home and abroad, have shown that vio¬ 
lence and vituperation do not solve any 
problem nor does force or bullets br^k any 
impasse. Even the most bloody wars have 
failed to ensure lasting peace unless the 
warring factions sit across the table and 
negotiate to arrive at some workable settle¬ 
ment and honourable reconciliatitm. Thus, 
misguided youth carrying guns and hold¬ 
ing toe entire society to ransom have to be 


foigiven so that they can rejoin the main¬ 
stream and can be i^abilitated. "To have 
power to forgive, is empire and preroga¬ 
tive; it is in crowns a nobler gem to grant 
pardon than condemn."—Samuel Butler. 

Perpetuation of a grudge and its rati¬ 
fication or removal at a later stage with 
force, is the negation of forgiveness that 
religions stand for and politics of consen¬ 
sus holds so dear. If armed confronlation 
harries and harasses human psyche, com¬ 
promise and co-existence console and ca¬ 
ress troubled hearts and minds. When 
fighting armies and rioting mobs maim and 
mutilate human limbs, regret and recon¬ 
ciliation offer relief and recovery. With the 
rigidity of stance in matters of religion and 
faith, some human beings tend to become 
wild, whereas with toe sweet shower of 
forgiveness, ail becomes sublime and salu¬ 
tary. 

Precariously perched at toe cross-roads 
of history, let us awaken the collective con¬ 
science of our people and enthuse them 
with toe spirit of 'co-operation, mutual trust 
and tolerance'. India's salvation lies not in 
sermons and slogans but in waging a relent¬ 
less war against the evils of communalism, 
casteism and religious fundamentalism. 

Hie clarion call that 'compromise, rec¬ 
onciliation and forgiveness' can surely see 
us through the hardest trials and trau¬ 
mas ahead. The light across the dark 
tunnel should ignite our imagination and 
inspire our Actions so that the much cher¬ 
ished millennium does not remain lost 
in the past but becomes a robust reality 
in future. Let us all resolve to bury the 
hatchet ahd work for the realisation of 
such ideals as our ancestors had set be¬ 
fore us long ago and for the accomplish¬ 
ment of which prophets like Gandhi had 
laid down their lives. 
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Children's College and Career Fund 

now offers regular 'Scholarship payments' that will help you to meet mounting 
educational expanses. Invest in IfTI's CCCF, invest in your child's future. 


- HIGHLIQHTS - 

• Schenne for children of up to 15 years of age. • Minimum investment of Rs. 2000A and thereafter in 
multiples of Rs. 1000/-. • Face value; 10 per unit, sold at NAV based prices. • Growth of investment will be 
reflected in the ‘Scholarship Payments’ made on yearly or half yearly basis. • Tax exemption under Sec 

10(16) of i.T. Act 1961 for the Donee child. 


For details please call your nearest UTI office or Chief RepresentaUim/Agent 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

The Clouds of Recession 

After the euphoria of high growth rates like VCRs, imported cars, cellular phones j nancial institutions are also down by about 
and optimistic projections, the economy is shoio- and so on. Rach of these takes away for- ' one-third of last year's levels and growth 
mg unnihtakubli sicn-, of 'ilowtiig doam. Thi'^ . (igiu>>ch.)nge,.\Vitlu)ut adequate (•vjiuH'', ' n) iMnls < redithas.iisodecaMsed. Premium 
was inevitable, given ttw fact that systemic faults j the trade gap continues to widen. At the i brands which entered the market have 
such as e\cc<swe goivrnmait spemUng and ■ same time, government expenditure re- . failed to comer volumt^ as sluggish de- 
huge deficits have not been corrected insfhte of j mains out ot control, with deficit fmanc- , mand depressed practically all markets. 
so much talk of liberalisathnaml reforms In- ■ ing providing the means to continue M.anulactumrs of goods are stuck with un- 
stciid, the pii'seiU giwerninent cn;i/;)i(/cs with speiiding. , sold gi>ods 

the programme launched by the Congress, which As a result of these policies, a crisis j It is almost certain tha I the objectives 
has sent the economy into a high debt spin. A was reached in 1991. Borrowings had been , mentioned in the go\'emment's Common 

high debt is not a matter of concern if growth is used to meet the government's consump- ! Minimum Programme, that of a 12 per cent 

high, Inihvlieti Ihrcnmoim/^lon'''down, it will . tion expenditure, It aasevivlent that Ihe iiulusiiial groulh late and 7 ['er lent late 
only hecotne a burden. The country has to pay country was lieading towards rum but i ot growth ot the economy, will not be 
the bill for its profligacy sooner or later and economists insisted that sustaining high j achieved. 

though the goods tw: import may help us to be growth rates would not be difficult. India, The signs arc worrying, to say the 

smart and modern, payment time is slowly they said, would most certainly become ' least. Foodgrains production declined by 

catching up with us ■ tlie next superpower. , u miliion tonnes in i99r>-9fi despite good 

This feature explains thepresent situation These hopes are belied once again in | monsoons. Inflation rate, which had been 

and describes what may happen if the present 1996. Rather than become the next super- ' kept down by the previous government 

trend continues. The government can speed up power, performance is below expectations j by sqee^lng money supply, has started to 

rifnrms in the areas most needed so that indus- mainly because systemic faults have never ' rise. Electricity generation slowed down 

trial activity gets a boost, but will it be able to been corrected by succt'ssix e governments. to 2.1 per cent against 12.5 per cent, crude 

do so, caught up as it is in political problems In the absence of hard decisions, the j petroleum from 28.1 per cent to 9.4 per 

and thrifts from coalition partners? What does economy has continued to flounder along, i cent, saleable steel from 8.2 to 6 per cent. 

it augur for India? As it slows down now, the fear of reces- ^ Growth rate of exports declined to 11.5 

: sion is raising its heaii and manv corp(' per cent in April-)ul\ I9% loinpan-d to 

I T is conv’entional wisdom that an indi- , rale leaders believe that it may be a distinct , 28pei cent during the corresponding pt*- 

vidual who spends more than he earns I possibility in the near future. j riod last year, 

will soon be ruined. So also with nations. In i While it can be argued that growth is 

India, successive governments have not j u/oiTvinc siens nex'er a smooth upward curve and the 

paid heed to this conventional wisdom for i _ ^ ® present slowdown may be temporary, there 

years, relying on deficit financing and bor- T"’HE bad news has started to trickle out are fears in industry ^at it may well turn 

rowings to tide over immediate problems. JL now. After two years of recovery, there out to become a recession. The extended 
L\ this way> wc have moved from crisis to is a slowdown in the Indian economy. The I period of liquidity crunch experienced by 

crisis, mortgaging our gold at one time or Index of Industrial Production increased ' industry and the high interest rates pre¬ 
borrowing heavily from the international by 9.9 per cent betwevn Apnl-May 19% vailing in the market Unik their toll and 

funding agencies at others. compared to 15.4 per cent in the same result^infewer new projects beingstarted 

At the same time, our imports have period last year. Another estimate by the and it also stalled growth and expansion 

continued to remain higlv The oil import i industry ministry shows that production i of older industries. The effect of these con- 

bill takes away a staggering amount of for- ' in 24 industries grew just by 5.8 per cent i ditions is only beginning to be felt and it is 

cign exchange and wc have gone on a binge , compared to 13.2 per cent in the same ! feared that the slowdown may last longer 

to open our economy to be able to use goods } period last year. Sanction of funds by fi- j than it is hoped. 
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Genesis of the problem : 

T he problem is not new. In India, the ! 

government has become huge and 
unwieldy. Over the years it has increased 
its expenditure, which is b€^sically non- | 
productive. Subsidies increased, which j 
now amount to U per cent of GDP. It 
was imperative that non-productive ex¬ 
penditure should he curtailed. Nt the 
same time, efficiency of the investments 
made in the public sector should have 
improved. This has not happened and 
the economic mismanagement of the 
country has oonlinuoj, in.-,pi!i’ ol ilaicns 
of a celebrated Finance Minister like 
Manmohan Singh 

Liberalisation lent a little ray of hope. 
The reforms undertaken in opened 
up the economy to seim I'vtent, which 
attracted foreign capital but did not 
change the long-term maladies facing the 
economy. Heavy reliance on foreign capi¬ 
tal in anv caM’ is.i n o I'.itcgv sir, v' ■,[ 
can go out a.s quickly as it comes m. the 
1994 Mexican crisis was due to a sudden 
withdrawal of foreign funds. But the gtn - 
ernment continues to rely on foreign in¬ 
vestment willuuil retorming it? uastelu! 
expenditure. 

In the process, the government has 
continued to raise loans, Imth internally 
as well as from foreign donors. The fiscal 
deficit now accounts to almost hall ol tlie 
total revenue receipts of the government. 
It was budgeted at Rs 57,6.Ti crore in 1995- 
% but the revised figure is Rs 64,010 crore. 
The interest burden is now rising bv Rs 
8,000croreannuail). Though ivonomists 
do not agree, the country is well in a 
debt trap, where additional borrowings 
are required just to meet the interest 
burden. The debt service ratio is inch¬ 
ing abov« 30 per cent as a proportion of 
current receipts, meaning that 30 paisc 
in every rupee earned by the govern¬ 
ment goe.s towards repaying the loans 
taken by it. 

In the case of foreign loans, this is more 
pronounced. According to the World Bank 
Annual Report for this year, while the 
amount of aid received by India in 1996 
was $1309 million, the amount paid by 
the country as repayments and interest on 


past loans was $2,033 million. In 1994-95, 
India repaid $200 million more to the VNbrid 
Bank than it disbursed to us. 

The figures point to the fact that our 
public finances are insolvent. We liax'e 
been consuming more than we earn, re¬ 
sulting in higli indebtedness. There has 
been no thinking on three major areas ol 
concern, namely: (i) administrative spend¬ 
ing of tilt got vrnment, (i/) balltHining debt 
and (»;■) subsidies. The public sector con¬ 
tinues to be a drain on resources, even 
though talk of privatisation has been go¬ 
ing on for years 

Unless systemu corrections are made 
on tlie three fronts, the country will con¬ 
tinue to blunder along economically. Yet, 
there are no indications that this is hap- 
pci'i.ig.rartrom reducing expenditun*, the 
government periodically announces pay 
revisions of its employees because it does 
not want to displease them. Unproductive 
departments, relics of the license raj, arc 
:ioi '.To'-.'d down All the reforms have been 
one-sided, encouraging foreign mvestment 
even at the cost of neglecting Indian in¬ 
dustry. 

What should be done 

T HERL may be a difference of opinion 
whether the current slowdown will 
lend to a recession or not. Bui even if it 
does not, the country can brace itself tor a 
periixl of hardship. Inflation will rise and 
! the increased salaries of the people will not 
I be* able to keep pace with pnees. Many com- 
■ }Viu« *> u ill go bankrupt. To encourage e\- 
^ jTorls, die rupee may be devalued agtiin. 
j The 1991 crisis was not solved by 
the government, it was merely post- 
I poned A similar thing might happen in 
1996 also. 

I The only way that such a situation 
I can be avoided is by tightening control 
' ‘over expenditure. The government has 
to implement measures of austerity and 
; sin l down all departments which are not 
essential. Public sector disinvestment has 
! to he accelerated. Reforms also should 
j be .accelerated in areas which are still 
closed. The reforms process has to move 
I out of its obsession with foreign capital 
i and the government must take action in 


areas that encourage initiatii c among the 
Indian people. In areas like power gen¬ 
eration and infrastructure development, 
transparent systems need to be installed 
so that new projet ts are not only given 
early clearance but they can proceed 
without controversy. 

At the same time, subsidies have to be 
relentlessly cut and investments in produc¬ 
tive sectors increased instead, i or example, 
subsidies on food, fertilisers, electricity, 
transport and so on are given at the cost of 
investment on primary education, health 
care, nutrition and investment in infrastruc¬ 
ture. Whereas an investment creates a fa¬ 
cility to be used in subsecjuent years, a 
subsidy is merely consumed. 

The government has to addres*. the 
question of reform seriously. The C oiiga’ss 
leaders used the reforms to line their pock¬ 
ets, as the cases with the CBI shov'. That 
could be the reason why reforms wore 
undertaken selectively. What is needed is 
transparency in economic management so 
that business can expand and contribute 
towards achieving a high growth rate. 
Over-reliance with foreign capital and 
loans has also to be curtailed 
' It is time to realise the truth, that the 
country must run on sound commercial 
principles. Onl)' if it has surpluses will if 
be able to meet its social obligations. Otiv 
erwise, wc will have to face a crlsi.s every 
few years. 

In the worst scenario, there will be fail¬ 
ing demand, which will lead to faefories 
closing down. Wbrkers will lose their jobs 
and purchasing power will K* lurllui re¬ 
duced. The fall in demand thus becomes 
self perpetuating and recovery comes after 
a painful process. India has not faced a 
depression in the real .s<*nsc till now though 
there have been periods ol slow gruwtli, so 
the recession will bring untold hardship to 
people. 

The runaway spending by our lead¬ 
ers and the profligate ways of the go\ orn- 
ment cannot continue. What is important 
is that economic decisions be' taken at this 
stage. But with the coalition government 
'trying to figure out on a daily basis 
! whether it has the support of its constifu- 
j ents or not, this might be a tall order WUl 
I the mismanagement continue? 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Redefining 

Relations 

For long on the back-burner, the issue of 
Centre-State relations has assumed great im¬ 
portance as regional parties have emerged as 
key players in national politics. The dominant, 
centralised regime built over the years may Imv 
met its match in the people power demanding a 
government closer to them. 

Today, no national party can claim to rep¬ 
resent India's diverse people. This is reflected in 
the Util Lok Sabha, where the second largest 
group after the B}P is not the Congress but the 
regional parties. There is a perceptible change 
in power equations, giving rise to a dialogue 
that seeks to modify Centre-State relations in 
the country. The Common Minimum 
Programme of the United Front government 
puts the issue firmly on the agenda, but whether 
if actually gets dawn to do this or appoints 
more committees toill depend on the sincerity of 
purpose. 

This feature explains the economic and 
constitutional issues and discusses the Sarkaria 
panel and Tenth Finance Commission recom¬ 
mendations. If the government seriously rei’iews 
the contentious issues, the country may be 
moving towards a federal structure as envis¬ 
aged in the ConstituHon. 

T hough India is a union of States, over 
the years, the Centre has become strong 
while the States have been neglected. It was 
natural that people would start demanding 
a government that was closer to their needs 
and aspirations, which was approachable 
and responsive. Slowly, the regional pow¬ 
ers started gamering more and more votes, 
and the national parties found that they 
could not form governments on their own 
without the support of these groups. 

It became evident in the last elections 
thatStates could no bitger be neglected and 
relations between the Centre and the States 
would have to be reviewed. The Common 
Minimum Programme (CMP) announced 


Centre-State 


by the United Front government suggested 
a federal vision pertaining to the Objec¬ 
tives Resolution of 1946. The CMP adopted 
a "two track policy" on federalism con¬ 
sisting of issues on which there is a con¬ 
sensus and the other for contentious ones. 

The first are issues that allow States 
more autonomy in determining their pri¬ 
orities m developmental programmes, per¬ 
mitting them greater fre^om to draw up 
their own plans within the framework of 
the National Five Year Plans, and transfer¬ 
ring the control of most Centrally-spon¬ 
sored schemes to State governments. For 
the second track issues, a high-level com¬ 
mittee has been set up. 

The Rise of Regionalism 

T he weakenmg of States is a result of 
policies of politicians who wanted to 
keep all powers to bemselves Theyslowly 
usurped powers to protect their positions 
and in the process a strong Centre emerged 
even at the cost of the States. 

Upto the last elections, there was a 
completely centralised polity, a process 
initiated by Mrs Indira Gandhi. After the 
1967 chaos in which the regional groups 
won 158 seats, she ensured that all power 
remained in Delhi. Till her defeat in the 
elections in 1977, she imposed the 
President's Rule 23 times against opposi¬ 
tion governments and five times against 
Congress governments; Central control of 
finance and foodgraiiis was used to starve 
States wliich opposed the Central leader¬ 
ship. Moratji Desai was no visionary ei¬ 
ther and did not care to fulfil his promise 
about federalism. He used Central power 
to dismiss Congress ministries and Mrs 
Gandhi did the same when she returned 
to power in 1980. Successive governments 
too paid lip service to the issue of Centre- 


I State rekitions but notliing much was |lone. 
j NarasimhaRao went a step furthe*: though 
he did not dismiss State governments like 
his predecessors, he centralised all pow¬ 
ers. From 1994, all major decisions were 
taken by fi\e PMO's office, usurping even 
the powers of the ministeries. 

The writing on the wall was not deci¬ 
phered by any of the national parties. A 
federal structure was never considered a 
possibility and that is why ffie Sarkaria 
Commission recommendations were ne¬ 
glected for all the.se years. Regional par¬ 
ties, for their part, are no longer content in 
lending support to the national parties to 
form governments. They want to make the 
structure of governance more federal so 
that their concerns are given adequate 
voice. 

At the grassroots level, a chwge has 
come about in the aspirations of the people 
too. They want a government that listens 
to them in matters that affect them locally, 
such as water and electricity supplies, edu¬ 
cation, transport and so on. They do not 
! want to depend on an unresponsive dis¬ 
tant government or wait for someone in 
Delhi to take decisions for tl\em. Gradu¬ 
ally, the way is being paved for full-scale 
federalism. Raffier than Centre guiding the 
affairs of the States, a situation may ulti¬ 
mately come where the States influence the 
policies that are made by the Centre. 

Article 356 

T he Inter-State Council meeting held in 
Ochber, 1996, declared its commitment 
to "co-operative federalism". The teue 
which dominated ffifi meeting was the role 
of the Go vemor. Kerala Chief Minister EJK. 
Nayapar wenb|s far 49 demanding that 
the post be semf^dqi^ogeffiet showii^ 
the extent to wffich thU supposedly reeu- 
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tral position has been abused by Central 
governments. The Home Minister, Indrajit 
Gupta annoimced that Article would : 
be amended, which empowers tiie Centre 
to impose President's Rule in a State. The 
Supreme Court has suggested that the proc¬ 
lamation imposing President's Rule would 
have to disclose the material facts and 
grounds on which the action had been 
taken. 

Another safeguard suggested by the 
court was Uiat Article 356 should expressly 
provide that the State Assembly could not 
be dissolved till the proclamation had been 
considered by Parliament. 

The real issue, however, Ls how to 
strengthen State revenues. At present a 
certain portion of excise and income tax is '• 
distributed to the States. The Sarkaria Com- ! 
mission suggested disbursing 29 per cent 
of Central tax collections but there is no 
agreement on this. Clearly, if States must | 
really be strong, other means to strengthen j 
their resourws have to be found. Kashmir, 
for example, does not have enough col¬ 
lections even (o pay government salaries. ! 
The fact that the Cluel Ministers at the 
Inter-State Council meeting devoted 
themselves to dismissal of governors 
shows their inability to face real issues. 
How can Slates talk of autonomy with¬ 
out being tinancially viable? It is doubt¬ 
ful that scrapping of Article 356 is a key 
problem and it will make the States 
strong. Amending it will, however, re- 
mo\ e a major cause of worry among the 
State governments. 

Updating Sarkaria panel report 

A key factor jn the exercise to redefine 
Centre-State relations will be sincer¬ 
ity of purpose. The Sarkaria Comnaission 
recommendations have remained on pa¬ 
per for years. Now the government has 
appomted a high-level committee to review 
and update the recommendations of the 
Sarkaria Commission. 

One of the areas that has to be tackled 
is tlie devolution of financial powers. The 
lenth Finance Commission had recom¬ 
mended radical changes in the Constitu¬ 
tion for a more equitable transfer of tax 
revenue from the Centre to the States. At 


inqjosition of total prohibition and (m) clear 
policy guidelines ^ould be formula^ for 
governing foreign participation by the in¬ 
frastructure sector. The States havg also 
demanded that they be allowed'to rurl'fe- 
gional television centres., ; 

How many of these fiitally get fr> be 
accepted remain to be stxfn. A lot depertds 
on political will. If the United Front pays 
lip service to the issue, it is doubtful that 
anything will be done at all. The recent 
dc*cisions to impose President's Rule in 
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh do not point to 
the goverrunent's change in thinking. The 
decisions strike at the very toot of the ba¬ 
sic tenets of federalism and pluralism 
which the UP government claims to seek. 
It the government continues to dilly-dally, 
it may finish its term leaving the impor¬ 
tant issues unresolved. 

At the same time, care has to be 
taken that it docs i\ot rcMilt in runaway 
regionalism. There is danger that some 
groupings may result from caste and 
other narrow considerations. The P’-ime 
Mini.slcr has opened a pandora's box by 
announcing the formation of 
Uttarakhand. This will have to be con¬ 
trolled even while allowing more au¬ 
tonomy to the States. 


Centre-State Relations 

India is a federal State. Relations between the Union government and the States are 
defined in Part XI of the Constitution. Articles 245 to 255 specify the distribution of legis¬ 
lative powers and 256 to 261 define cbirjations of the States and Inc control of the Union 
I government over the States. Article 262 covers disputes relating to water disputes. Under 
! Article 356 lists the “Emergency Provisions" under which the President may assume all or 
I any of the functions of a State government. 

I In March 1983, the government appointed the R S. Sarkaria Commission to review 
Centre-State relations and recommend devolution of resources. Wide ranging recommen¬ 
dations were made by the Commission. It said that no change was needed in the Consti¬ 
tution to meet the growing demands of the State and that a strong Centre was needed to 
ensure national unity. It said decentralisation was needed to enable States to develop their' 
resources. It talked of "cooperative federalism", generous use of Article 258 which gave 
j the Centre to confer executiye authority on the States, retention of Article 356 and estab- 
I lishing the Inter-State Couricii. 

j The Centre appointed the 10th Finance Commission in 1992 with K.C. Pant as the 
I chairman. It recommended inclusion of corporate tax and customs duties in the divisible 
pool of resources available to the States. It also rccommeded other measures to improve 
flow of resources to the States. 

The recommendations of neither the Sarkaria nor the 10th Finance Commi^ion were 
implemented. 


present, only the income tax and excise 
duty is available ti> the States. If die Fi¬ 
nance Commis.sion's recommendation is ' 
accepted, the divisible pool will include 
more revenues from corporation tax and 
customs. For this, Article 270 will have to 
be amended. The role of the Planning 
Commission will have to be amended too, 
since a large percentage of funds is de¬ 
cided by it, increasing the scope of arbi¬ 
trariness. 

States also suffer when the Central 
government tries to control its deficit as 
demanded by the intemational funding 
agencies. In 1995, the deficit was pruned \ 
to 5.9 per cenl of GDP mainly by cutting j 
resources transferred to the States. In the ' 
last five years, Central transfers declined , 
from 6 per cent of GDP to about 4.5 per ' 
cent this year. Economic reforms have llius i 
succeeded in squeezing the States finan- i 
cially. 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister j 
Chandrababu Naidu raised 12 major 1 
points. Among them were (j) Central taxes j 
should be pooled tor devolution to the 
States as rerommemleJ by tile lenlh li 
nance Commission (li) role and responsi- , 
bility of the Planning Commission be , 
downsized (Hi) Centre to take initiative on ! 
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ARTICLE 


Alarming Signals from the 
Public Sector Banks 


The hank nationalisation of 1969 fiener- 
afed a lot of enthusiasm in the country. In an 
era (f "public sector", bank nationalisation im 
welcomed by almost all sections of the society. 
The ari^ument in farmir of nationalisation of 
banks xvas that gozvrniiwnt control over the 
banking system would ensure flow of bank 
credit to priority areas of public policy, par¬ 
ticularly in rural areas which were earlier 
straved of funds. The goivrnmrnt aho sow^bt 
to increase its ejfeclivc control of the finances 
of the system by controlling the so-called "rom- 
mamiing heights" of the economy. Siibseijuent 
nalionalisatinn of banks was done by the gov¬ 
ernment .iffer intiul '■iicces-- et the 14 
nationalised banks. 

T he initial euphoria of bank 
nationalisation graduallv started de- 
criMsing by nud-t".j;l\in's tlu* jnhcicnt in¬ 
efficiencies and lethargy of the public sec¬ 
tor started coming to the fore and Hie pub¬ 
lic sector banks were no exception. In¬ 
creased trade unionism unmindful expan- 
'>ion, pulilicallv inlhieiRod un\ i.iL'lo loud 
ing, overstaffing, poor services and lack of 
young blood in the top management were 
some of the ailments which started dog¬ 
ging the banking sot tor. Huge losses were 
reported by the public sector b^ks year 
after year, but fiiey made no effort to im¬ 
prove their performance and continued to 
depend on government grants and aid year 
after year. 

The fiscal crisis of 1990-91 helped the 
planners of the country to rediscover the 
consistently poor performance of these 
banks. It was also realised that the national 
exchequCT could not continue to bear the 
burdat of inefficiencies of the public sec¬ 
tor banks year after year. As in many areas, 
banking sector also witnessed some reform. 


Accounting guidelines were re-drawn by 
the RBI, capital adequacy norms were re- 
dt'fined, a long-term schedule of the rates 
of liquidity ratio and the cash reserve ratio 
was bid down, banks wercallowed to raise 
private cquily from the public; and per¬ 
forming and non-performing assets were 
redefined. 

Public sector banks, which showed a 
not profit ot Rs S04 crore during 1991-92, 
posted a net loss ol Rs 3239 crore in 1992- 
93 which further rose to a massive Rs 4349 
crore during 1993-94, thanks to revised 
accounting norms sot by the RBI and its 
instiudiuns .ibout Von-IVrforming Assets 
(NPAs). Earlier the banks used to fudge 
the accounts by concealing the NPAs and 
used to count the accrued interest in their 
profit, irresfK'ctive of the fact that recov¬ 
ers ot -> 111 1) loan-, was eliccied But under 
the revised instructions, it became difficult 
for banks to conceal these tacts, which re¬ 
sulted in huge losses during the first two 
years of reforms. 

Whi'iiajietpiolit ol Ks lII7crorewas 
reported by these banks in 1994-95, the 
phuiners heaved a sigh of relief that the 
banking sector, at bst was back on the rails. 
But the pertorniance of the banking sector, 
particularly tlie public sector banks, has 
revealed serious chinks in the armour of 
the hanking sector. The public sector banks 
once again plunged into the red by show¬ 
ing a net loss of Rs 373 crorc for 1995-96. 
Wrong and inadequate provisions, wilful 
wrong classification of NPA and non-ad¬ 
herence to the presCTibed accounting nonns 
of the RBI during the previous years by 
sone banks, was responsible for this poor 
showing. Eight banks have reported a to¬ 
tal net loss of Rs 2592 crore while 19 other 
banks have shown a net profit of Rs 2219 


crore. Out of the total loss of Rs 2592 crore 
reported by eight public banks, Indian Bank 
alone accounts for a whopping Rs 1336 
crore loss, an astronomical figure by any 
standards. 

Multiple Pitfalls 

T he disaster of 1995-96 in the banking 
sector has revealed many pitfalls in the 
working of public sector banks. Wrong re¬ 
porting and poor regulatory performance 
of the RBI has also been unveiled. Indian 
Bank had shown a modest profit of Rs 16 
crore during 1994-95 as a re'sull of wrong 
reporting and non-adherence to the ac¬ 
counting norms. But the previous year's 
unprecedented loss result^ in wiping out 
the bank's entire capital and resen-es, tak¬ 
ing the capital adequacy to zero per cent of 
total assets, as against the prescribed mini¬ 
mum of 8 per cent. Another bank which 
falls in this category is the Vijaya Bank, 
which posed a net loss to the tune of Rs 
251 crore diuang 199?U9(). 1,\ eii the rurijab 
National Bank, which has remained a fore¬ 
runner among profit-making banks in tlie 
public sectot; has announced a loss of Rs 
96 crore during the previous financial year, 
UCO Bank, United Bank and State Bank of 
Saurashtra are three other banks which 
have reported a less of over Rs 20B crore 
during the year. Other loss-making hanks 
are Punjab and Sind Bank and tlie Central 
Bank of India. 

There has been a serious slippage in 
achieving capital adequacy norrrs. Ail the 
banks were asked by the RBI in 1992 to 
maintain capital equivalent to 8 per cent of 
their risk weighted assets. Banks like In¬ 
dian Bank and UCQ Bank, which have 
overseas branches, were supposed to have 
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mi ilte prescribed capital adequacy by 
Mard) 31,1994, later extended by one year. 
But av March 31,1996, both these banks 
had not achieved the norm, with btdian 
Bank with zero capital and UCO Bank at 
marginally less than 8 per cent ot its risk 
weighted assets. 

The rest of the banks were requinid 
to achieve the capital adcquac}’ norm b\ 
the end of financial year 1995-96. Out oi 
them another six banks, including Vijaya 
Bank, Central Bank of India, United Bank 
of India, Andhra Bank, Punjab and Sind 
Bank and Indian Overseas Bank, have 
failed to achieve the norm. There are 
seven other banks which have narrowly 
managed to achieve to the required capi¬ 
tal adequacy ratio of 8 per cent. The RBI 
has now extended the deadline to an¬ 
other one year, i.e., to the end of this fi¬ 
nancial year. 

The poor performance of the bank¬ 
ing sector, particularly the public sector 
banks during the previous year has left 
little hope for improvement in the current 
financial year, when the operating results 
of these banks are expected to be equally 
disastrous. 

It is apparent that a lot more is re¬ 
quired to reform the banking sector and 
whatever was done earlier failed to achieve 
die desired results. 

Remedies 

B efore suggesting any remedies, it 
would be appropriate to analyse addi¬ 
tional causes for this disappointing perfor¬ 
mance. During the previous financial year 
die government pumped in Rs 850 crore 
into the capital of six banks. But during 
the two financial years prior to it, an aver¬ 
age of Rs 5000 crore per annum was made 
available to these banks. The budget pro¬ 
vision of Rs 909 crore for the current finan¬ 
cial year is also not going to bring any cheer 
to the banking sector. Another reason is 
the inbuilt lack of profitability in the new 
norms. As banks increase their capital ad¬ 
equacy ratio, their loan portfolio receives a 
setback, thereby reducing their profitabil¬ 
ity. Moreover, all bank advances are heavily 
loaded with the incidence of defaults. This 
has resulted in a very slow growth of ad¬ 


vances. 

A plethora of other problems have also 
influenced the operations of die banking 
sector adversely. Poor quaUty of manage- 
' mont, exoibitant staff cost, priority sector 
lending and iinmindlul branch expan.sion 
, arc among some othw ailments. Increas¬ 
ing trade-unionism among the stattas well 
as the oflu ers is resulting in increasing 
mdisi ipliiie, slafi cost, .ind poor qiialit) 

; ot service. In an era where highly 
I personalised service is pro\ ided by many 
pri\ ate and toreign banks, long queues 
! and undue delays in the public sector 
! banks may result in reduction in the 
! number of their customers in the years 
I to come. 

Many steps arc in the offing, while 
several others arc required to be taken to 
i improve the pertormance of public sector 
i banks. The government has allowed the 
banks to raise capital from the market by 
offering their share capital to the general 
public. But this step may not help the loss¬ 
making banks, as there may not be any 
takers for shares of loss-making banks. This 
! step, however, can be taken by the profit- 
! making banks. A few well-tcvdo banks like 
! Dena Bank, Canara Bank, Bank of Baroda 
I and Corporation Bank are among die few 
j which are planning to come out with cq- 
I uity share issue during this year, but per- 
1 sistently slackening capital market trends 
I during the recent montlis may act as damp- 
I cner. Gradually, most of the public sector 
j banks may think of floating shares to the 
■ public, which would not only improve their 
1 capital base, hut would also ensure more 
efficient management due to partial pri¬ 
vate control. 

One important factor which hinders 
I bank profitability is in the field of craiit 
I expansion.As the banks increase tlieirlend- 
ing, their capital adequacy suffers, due to 
high incidence of default in repayment. 
I Moreover, the previous loans, most of 
I w'hich were not given through prescribed 
; prtKedums and precaution, have turned 
i into non-performing assets which directly 
! affects their profitability. In addition, the 
i banks also tinance priority sector and 
j advance other lendings at concessional in- 
! terest rates. All these factors place restric* 
! tions on the public sector banks to expand 
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ffieir credit If, despite ffiese factors, £h^ 
venture into bold financing and iehdii^ 
their profitabiBy as per existing aecouiit- 
ing norms is boi^ to suffer a setback The 
RBI, is ffierefore, seriously thinking of ex- 
’ tend ing the deadline for meeting the capi- 
! tal adequacy nornts. 

it is also contemplating tightening of 
, the accounting guidelines for banks. Wv 
] turbed by the recent irivgularities in the 
accounting priKcdurcs in the Indian Bank 
' and Vijaya Bank, it is expected that clear- 
: cut and more elaborate instructions on 
: NPAs, provisioning and accounting norms 
j will soon be issued. The existing instruc- 
i tions on NPAs are ambiguous which re- 
, suited in different interpretation, causing 
j concealment of material facts by several 
banks. 

' Complete deregulation of interest 
rates, both on deposits and lending is an- 
! other idea with which RBI is toying. It is 
] aigued that when the banks arc allowed to 
I fix the interest rate, depending upon the 
viability ol a lending project, they can be 
made more accoimtablc for their deeds. 
This would be a revolutionary step in the 
Indian context, but nevertheless, desirable. 
The RBI is also planning to introduce Elec- 
; tronic Fund Transfer (EFT) system by soon 
' amending parts of RBI Act and Bankers 
j Books Evidence Act. This path-breaking 
technology may ultimately result in 
paperless banking. Trials arc already being 
done betwt>cn Mumbai and Chennai and 
trials of transfer of funds by using EFT 
system between Delhi and Calcutta are on 
theoirds. 

Remedial measures arc also required 
to be taken at the local level by the bank 
management. Proper management of staff, 
I adherence to the prescribed accounting 
j norms, proper pre-lending appraisal of the 
j viability at lending projects and reduction 
I in trade unionism at all levels, are some 
I of the few steps w'hich could be taken by 
I the managers of these banks at the micro- 
I level. Today when the competition from 
i the private banks has turned into a chal- 
; lenge, with many of them offering home- 
I banking and convenience banking 
I services, customer service in the public 
I sector banks must improve drasHcally, if 
I they have to survive. 
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Business GK 

1. Who has been appointed chakman of the disinvestment 
commission? 

a) G.V. Ramakrishna h) Madhu Oandavate 
c) Y.V Reddy d) Abraham Thomas 

2. Who is the Deputy Chairman of the Planning Conunission? 

(?) Y.K. Alaph b) H.D. Devc (nwda 1 

c) Madhu Danda\ ate d) P Chidambaram i 

X Which ot the tollowing services does not come under tire ; 

purv ievv of the tax net, as per the latest budget? 

(?) Advertising f») Courier | 

t ) Paging d) Lite Insurance | 

4. Which Indian company is featured highest in the list of • 
Fortune SK) compan(es? 

(?) Reliance b) Indian Oil ; 

r) Hindustan lajver d) Tata 

5. Which industrialist js tying up with General Accident ot 

OK to launch an insurance company in India? j 

(?) NusIiWadia /’) Swaraj Paul 

c) P. Rajarathinam d) H.P. Nanda 

6 The American company Tiffany held its exhibition in 
Mumlxii recently. WTth what does the company deal in? 

(?) Jeweller)' b) Watches c) Cosmetics d) Perfume , 

7. Which of the following is opening a knitwear institute in j 

I India? | 

(?) IIT b) NID c) NIFT d) None of these 

8. Who has been appointed the Chairman of the Insurana* 

Regulatory Authority? 1 

a) M.V. Arunachalam f?) N. Rangacirary 
c) R. Vishwanalhan d) Y.V. Reddy 
y. Which company is the Indian partner for producing the 
Ford F,scort? 

(?).Tata b) Richer c) Escorts d) Mahindra 

10. Which brand is advertising itself as TJndiEss Code for Men'? 

a) VIP b) Revlon c) Rivolta d) Raymond's 

11. W'hat is the target of arrivals of Rireign tourists in India 
for toe year 1996-97? 

a) 23.7 lakh b) 18.3 lakh c) 12.8 lakh d) 15.7 lakh 

12. What is the per cent share of India in the world exports 
of spices in 1995-96? 

(?) 27.3 f?) 32.8 f) 41.9 d) 52.7 i 

13. Alliance Air is the sutsidiary of which airline? ' 

a) Air France b) Indian Airlides 

c) ModUuft d) KLM 

14. A new Jkmsex has been in^lemented in toe Mumbai Stock 
Exchai^e from August 19,1996. How many companies have bem 
included in the new index? 


a) 20 1?)30 c)7S d) 100 

15. In the new Soisex, the share value of tfrhich compi^y has 
the maximum weight assigned to it? 

a) Reliancx b) Telco c) SAIL d) State Bank 

16. Which company advertises itself as "Believe in toe Best"? 
a) BPL f?) l^deocon c) Sony d) Philips 

17. According to the Common Minimum Programme of the 
government, by which year is poverty proposed to be aboiitoed 
in the country? 

a) 2000' b) 2002 c) 2005 d) 2007 

18. Plastic money relates to: 

a) Plastic currency b) Paper curreiKy 

f) ATM Cards d) Credit cards 

19. What is the minimum period for which banks may accq)t 
term deposits, according to RBI guidelines? 

a) 15 days b) 30 daj's c) 46 days d) 91 days 

20. In terms of sales for 1995, which company ranks the high¬ 
est in the world? 

a) Mitsubishi b) Coca Cola 

c) General Motors d) Mitsui 

21. In which Slate is Reliance putting up its Refinery project? 

a) Kerala b) Karnataka c) U.P. d) Gujarat 

22. Flying Machines brand of jeans is owned by which ooir^Mmy? 

a) Levi's t?) ArvindMiBs 

c) Mafatlal d) None of these 

23. Which is the Indian partner of Microsoft to provide soft¬ 
ware devebpment consultancy? 

a) HCL b) PCL c) TCS d) TVSE 

24. In which State is Hyunai setting up Ite car prqect? 
a) Tamil Nadu i?) Karnataka c) Kerala d) Gujarat 

25. Which cennpany has been restrained by the SupremeCourt 
from using the 'Whirlpool' trademark? 

a) TVS f?) UshaShriram c) BPL d) Videocoii 

26. Which public sector company is planning to invest Rs 
15,000 crore over the next few years in cement, shipping, port 
devdopment and coal mining? 

a) Coal India Ltd b) Shipping Corporation 

f) SAIL d) MMTC 

27. How much does the title sponsorship cost in the Miss 
World contest in Bangalore? 

a) Rs 10 crore b) Rs 8.75 crote 

c) RsScrore d) Rs 10 lakh 

28. Which.is the country's most admired compvty in toe 
durables madeet, according b a recent survey? 

a) Philips b) MRF c) Maruti d) Titan 

29. Which is toe country's most admired con^y in con- 
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suovr goods market, according to a recent survey? 
a) Hindustan Lever b) Nestle 

c) Cadbury d) Pepsi 

For questions 3(V35, match die companies widi their diaiimen: 

30. BPL a) S.K. Modi 

31. Modiluft b) H.J.J. Rensma 

32. Titan c) Ashokjain 

33. Philips d) TP.G.Nambiar 

34. ’ Cadbury Schweppes c) Sanjay Dalmia 

35. GTC Industries fj Xerxes Desai 

36. The Department of Company Affairs is under which ministry? 

a) Law b) Finance 

c) Human Resources d) Industry 

37. Which Stale leads in proposals for Foreign Direct Invest¬ 
ment for 1991-96? 

a) Maharashtra b) Kerala c) ThmilNadu d) Delhi 

38. How many branches are planned to be computeraed by 
the State Bank of India in the current year? 

a) 1000 b) 3000 c) 100 d) 300 

39. What level of income for individuals is exempted from 
tax in die financial year 1996-97? 

«) Rs 35,000 b) Rs 38,000 c) Rs 40,000 d) Rs 42,000 

40. Which is the first Asian tiger countiy to join the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)? 

a) Japan b) South Korea c) India d) China 

41. The sportswear company Adidas belor^ to which country? 

a) Germany b) France c) USA d) Belgium 

42. Which country has outiawed the possession of a com¬ 
puter with networking capability without authorisation? 

a) France b) Belgium c) Holland d) Myanmar 

43. Which State leads in foodgrains production in India? 
a) Punjab fc) MP c) UP d) West Bengal 

44. Which company plans to set up the world's largest motor 
cycle factory in India through a joint venture? 

a) BMW b) Yamaha c) Kawasaki d) Honda 

45. Which company makes the Comsat Forte capsules, which 
were found to be contaminated? 

a) Boehringer Mannheim b) Sandoz 

c) Pfizer d) Ranbaxy 

46. Which company plaiB to take over the Surat Electricity 
Company? 

fl) NTPC f)) Sandoz c) Telco d) Torrent 

47. Which bank wait in for a global depositoiy receipt (GDR) 
issue recently? 

a) Dena Bank b)' State Bank 

c) Indian Bank d) UcoBank 

48. Which Indian bank is planning to take over the ailing 
Union Bank of Mauritius? 

a) State Bank b) Dena Bank 

f) Bank of Baroda d) Ihdi^ Bank 

49. WiHv which organisation is Maharashtra Tourism Devel- 
(^ihent Corporation planning to set up eco-tourism centres? 

fl) WbrMwide Fund For Nature 6) ITDC 


i ) East West Airlines li) Sterling Resorts 

50. Which company is advertising its brand as "Why should 
I compromise"? 

a) Motorola b} Bharati Telecom 

c) Punwire d) Ericsson 

51. The term 'Hindu rate of growth' was coined by: 
a) PN. Bhagwati b) KJvJ. Raj 

c) Raj Krishna d) S. Chakravarty 

52. What is the pidjlicsataroirfay in tlie Eighth Plan, in Rsctores? 

a) 1,75,000 l>} 2.00,(XK) c) 2,25,000 J) ,3,50,000 

53. Jawahar Rozgar Yojana was started by: 

a) Jawaharlal Nehru b) Rajiv Gandhi 

c) Indira Gandhi d) Sanjay Gandhi 

54. VISWA--a project of rural employment programme was 
launched fur the first time in; 

a) UP f)) Maharashtra c) West Bengal d) Karnataka 

55. When was the Cooperative Societies Act first passed in 
India? 

a) 1900 b) 1902 i) 1904 d) lOOd 

56. As per tlie latest budget provisions the capital of the 
NABARD will be doubled to: 

a) Rs400crore b) R.s500crore 

c) Rs 750 crore d) Rs 1000 crore 

57. The conference 'Wsioiv20()0' held recently related to which 
sector? 

a) Tourism h) Insurance c) Banking d) Foreign trade 

58. Who has been declared ‘Steelmaker ol the Year' by an 
international steel magazine? 

a) Ratan Tata b) L.N. Mittal 

c) RussiModi d) None of these 

59. The top three sugarcane producing States are: 

a) UP, Bihar, MP 6) Punjab, Tamil Nadu, MP 

c) Maharashtra, MP, Tamil Nadu 

d) UP, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu 

60. The third show in the 'Made in India' series was held in 

which country in August, 1996: ' -* • 

a) Japan b) Mauritius c) Nairobi d) Frsmee 

Answers 

1. (a) 1 (c) 3. (d) 

4. ip) With sales erf $12,831 miUion, Indian Oil b at tlie 317 positton. 

liBt year its position was 481. - 

5. (fl) 6, (fl) 7. (c) 8. (b) 9. (d) 10. (c) 

•li. W 12. (c) 13. (b) 14. (b) 

15. (d)SBrswei^tis8.73.IhtiieoldSensex,ReIiancehadthem^- 
mumw^t. 


16(a) 

17. (c) 

18. (d) 

19. (b) 

20. (a) 

21. (d) 

22. (b) 

23. (c) 

24. (a) 

25. (b) 

26.(0 

27. (b) 

28. (d) 

29. (a) 

30. (d) 

31. W 

32.0 

mb) 

34. (c) 

35, (r) 

36. (b) 

37.^ 

38.^) 

.m 

40. (b) 

41. (a) 


W 

44.(0 

.45.(0 

46. (d) 

47. (b) 

48. (c) 

49:(a) 

S0,{d) 

5l-(c) 

52. (d) 

53. (b) 

54. (c) 

55. (c) 

56. (d) 

57..(i») 

58. (b) 

».(d) 

60. (c) 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master's Guide to Opportunities 


TTi/s feature alerts our readers about forthcoming sxamlna- I 
lions and opportunities. Institutes should send us information well ! 
In advance to be deluded here. Readers are acMsed to assess 
their own suHabilhy and ffiat of the inaitule before afvffylng—this 
feature is not a recommendation of any course or insdtute. 

Defence 

Combined Defence Services Exemlnstlon: To be held on May 
11,1997. Last date: December 9,1996. Apply to: Secretary, Union 
Public Service Commission, Dhoipur House, New Delhi -110 011. 
For details see advt published on October 26,1996. 

Design 

Diploma Courses In Industrial, Communication and Textile 
Design: (4 years). Eligibility: Higher Secondary or equivalent and 
age below 22 years. Written test: January 4-5, 1997. Last date: 
November 29, 1996. Apply to: National Institute of Design, Paldi, 
Ahmedabad • 380 007 with a DD for Rs 400 payable to Secretary, 
NID and a s.a.s.e. of 25x12 cm. 

Engineering 

Joint Entrance Examination for IITs (JEE 97): To be held on 
May 3-4, 1997. Eli^bility: Class 12. Apply to: Organising Chair¬ 
man, JEE 97 Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai - 400 076. 
For details see advt published on October 19, 1996. 

Manqement 

t. Post Graduate Diplomas in Business, Advertising or Rural 
Marketing (PGDBA, PGDACM, PGDRM): (2-year, full time). Eiigibil- 
ity: Bachelor’s degree widt minimum 50% marks. Last date: De¬ 
cember 20, 1996. Written test; Febaiary 2 1997. Apply to: Narsee 
Monjee Institute of Management Studies. VL Mehta Road, Vile 
Parle (W), Mumbai - 400 056 with a DD for Rs 600 per programme 
payable to Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies and 
a 8.as.e. with stamps of Rs 20. 

2. MBA: (2 years, full time). EligibiKty: Graduate with minimum 
50% marks. Last date: January 3,1997. Written test: February 2 1997. 
Apply to: Admissions Chaiiman, Bharathidasan Institute of Manage- 
menti'Post Box No 12, BHEL CoiT^)lex, Tiruchirapalli - 620 014 (IN.) 
with a DD for Rs 500. 

a PGDBM: (2 years, full time). Eligibility: Graduate with mini- 
iTHjm 50% marks. Written test; MAT on December 8th. Last date: 
December 31,1996. Apply to: Centre for Management Development, 
Moefinagar - 201 204 with a OD for Rs 800. 

4. Matter of Finance and Control (MFC): (2 years, full fime). 
Eligibllliy: Graduation. Written test: Februa^ 2, 1997. Last d(de: 
Dacember 9, 1996. Apply to: Admissions Co-ordinator, Depart¬ 
ment of Financial Studies, Room 30S-A Arts Faculty Building, 


I University of South Delhi Campus, Benito Juarez Road, New 
I Delhi • 110 021 with a DD for Rs 500. 

S Master of Management Eligibility; Engineering graduates 
with first class or post graduates in science with first class. Writ¬ 
ten test: December 21, 1996. Last date: November 15, 1996. 
Apply to; Admissions Co-ordinator School of Management, IIT 
Bombay, Powai, Mumbai - 400 076 with a DD of Rs 500 drawn in 
favour of Registrar IIT Bombay. 

6. MBA; (2-year, full time and 3-year, part time). Eligibilfly: Gradu¬ 
ate in Arts with minimum 50% marks or in Sciences v# minirmjm 
55% marks. Written test; January 12,1997. Last date: November 30, 
1996. Apply to; Faculty of Management Studies, Univeitety of Dettti, 
Delhi -110 007 with a DD of Rs 500 in favour of Registrar University 
■of Delhi. 

7. PG Diploma in Business ManagementfComputer AjqilieaiF 
tions (PGDBM, PGDCA); (2-year/3-year, fuii time, residential). 
bility; Graduate in any discipline, maths upto class 12 for PGDCA. 
Written test: December 29, 1996. Last date: December 9, 1996. 
Apply to: Institute of Management Technoiogy (IMT) PB 137 Raj 
Nagar, Qhazlabad - 201 001 with a 0D for Rs 600 in favour of 
Institute of Management Technoiogy. 

a PG Diploma in industrial Management; (2-year, full time, 
residential)' Eli^bility: Bachelor’s degree in engineering or tech¬ 
nology with minimum 60% marks. Written test: March 2, 1997. 
Last date: January 10, 1997. Apply to; National Institute of indus¬ 
trial Engineering (NITIE), Vihar Lake, Mumbai - 400 087 with a 
DD for Rs 500 drawn in favour of NIUE, Mumbai. 

9. PGDBM; (2-year, full lime). Eligibility; Graduate in any disci¬ 
pline. Written test: January 25,1997. Last date: December 27,1996. 
Apply to: International Management Institute, B-10 Qutub institutional 
Area, Tara Crescent, New Delhi -110 016 with a DD for Rs 750 drawn 
in favour of International Management Institute. 

10. PGDBM: (2-year, full time). Bigibiiity; To be determined on the 
basis of a composite index consisting of admission test score, aca¬ 
demic performance, personality assessment, non-acadenric accomplish¬ 
ments and work experience, t^st date: December 5,1996. Written test: 
January 19,1997. Apply to: Admissions Co^xdtoator, S.P. Jain InstUute of 
Management Research, Munshi Nagar, Oadabhai Road, Andheri (W), 
Mumbai • 400 058 with a DD of Rs 575. 

11. PGDBA: (2-year, full time). BigibHity: Graduate with mini¬ 
mum 50% marks. Last date: December 7,1996. Written test: January 
4,1997. Apply to: ICFAI Business School, Road No. 3 Banjara Hifis, 
Hyderabad • 500 034 writh a DD fqr Rs 400. 

12. PG Diplomas in Management, Tourism, Computers: (2- 
year, full time, 3-year, part time). Written test; ,^uary 12,1997. 
Last date: December 20, l'^. Apply to: Irtetitute of Management 
Studies, C-^ Bulandshahr Road, Ghaztabad - 201 009 with a DO 
for Rs ^5. 
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CAREER 

Careers in Biotechnology 

Biotechnology is one of the nv)st ex- | a course in biotechnobgy must have a MTech course at die m after class 12. 

citing fields today. Essentially, it is the use | background of science, th^gh engineers At the post graduate le\'et, one can do 

ofliving organisms, particularly mkro-or- j arealsopreferred.Sincethecareerinvolves M.SQM.’IfeA,M.Sc(agri) biotechnology or 
ganisms, in industrial processes. Bfotcch- ! research, one must have an academic bent M.Sc (animal) biotechnobgy. About W uni- 

nology has been used for years in baking, I of mind. One has to be hard working and versities offer these programmes and admit 

brewing and cheese making, but the Indus- I willing to put in a lot of effort in experi- sciencegraduatesthroughacombinedbio- 

try has been revolutionised in recent years : meiits.Are$earcher'spaticnceandcR!ativ- technobgyentraiKe exam conducted by the 

by advances in gemetics and genetic en- I ity is also required since some experiments JNU. Thow who have done B.Sc m physi- 

ginecring. Sppciall)' designed micro-or- 1 may not work or yield results, while oth- cal, biological, agricultural, veterinary and 

ganisms are now used to produce a wide I ers may require new and innovative pro- fishery sciences, pharmacy, engineering, 

variety of drugs and other chemicals, to ! cedures since biotechnology is a virgin technology or me^cinc can join, 
refine ores and dear up oil slicks. Crops I science. There arc other universities and insh- 

too have been engineered to produce 
high yielding varieties. The film Jumstc 
Park was a fictional story about genetic 
engineering but scientists in biotechnol¬ 
ogy are actually challenging nature in 
many ways. 

Biote^ology is a young science, with 
limitless possibilities. Since it is a new sci¬ 
ence, there is possibility of fruitful research 
which may yield benefits to the human race 
in times to come. Broadly speaking, it com¬ 
bines two or three sciences and is concerned 
with three fields: health and medicine, ag¬ 
riculture and animal husbandry and indus- 
try. 

Living things have genes which give 
them distinct characteristics, some of them 
negative. Scientists can tinker with the cells, 
from micro-organisms to human cells, to 
remove the negative trait. Usmg techniques 
ot biixJremistry, microbiologyi genetics and 
chemical engineering, biotechnologists can 
thus draw benefits from properties inher¬ 
ent in nature. 

For example, genes in tomatoes can 
be tampered with to produce a species 
which does not rot fast. In other crops, 
qualities of poit or disease resistance can 
be built in so that the crop can better with¬ 
stand attach. 

How to join: Aperson wanting to join 
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i To join the field of biotechnology, you tutes offering courses in this field. Someof 

! should have a background of science, that these institutes are: 

j Is, biobgy, chemistry, physics or agriculture. —National Institute of Immunology 

1 An engineering back^und would also do, —National Dairy Research Institute 

since several industries prefer —IndianAgticulturaiKesearch institute 

biotechnologists with knowledge engi- —Indian Institute of Science 
neering. Some universities offer ffte B.Sc in The programmes are promoted by the 

biotedWilogy which one can join after class Department of Biotechnology (DBT) of the 

12. One can also do the five-year integrated Ministry of Science and Technology. 

QUICK QUIZ 

Do you have an aptitude for a career in biotechnology? 

Answer these eight questiems for an indication 

1. Do you like doing experiments with.tissues of living things? 

2. Do you have die patience to work on something that may take two or thirty 

days, or even longeg for an experiment? Would you be composed if the,exr 
pected results do not show up after repeated experiments? • 

3. Do you like reacting the latest scientific books and jcumvals? j . 

j 4. Do you feel comfqrtable bang in a virgin field where you may discover some- 

! thing and become ricKand famous alter some years; or your rescarch for. 

I 10 years may not yield anything fruitful? . ; 

j 5. Can you work with fellow scientists as a team? 

6 . Arc you a good researelwr: creative and inquisitive, with the ability to look 
beyond a set of statistics to discover something meaningful? 

7. Are you an introvert? 

8 . Are you fascinated by the science of living things? 

I ■ 

I If you answered 'yes' to any ^ of the eigld questienw, chances are that you wii! 

I be happy in biotechnology research. For a detaiM analysis, see a counsellor. 



Another option would be to go 
abroad. Biotechnology is at dte fc»efiont 
of research in developed countries and a 
number of institutes offer courses, provid¬ 
ing manpower to research laboratories aiui 
biotechnology companies which have 
multiplied in recent times. Post doctoral 
study programmes are available. TheMin- 
istry of Science and Technology awards ffie 
Biotechnology Overseas Associateships for 
advanced research in inolecular biobg}*, 
microbial genetics, gene therapy; viiolo^, 
tissue culture and so Ml. 

Personality traits: To be a 
biotechnologiste, you have to be a good 
researcher and possess the ability to work 
with tissues drawn from plants or other 
living things. You will also have to keep in 
touch with the latest research being done 
all over the world, so you must keep in 
touch with science journals. SiiKe it U a 
virgin area, a certain amount of creativity 
is also required. 

Also required is patience. Experiments 
may have to be conducted over a number of 
days, which may or may not yield the results 
expected by you. So, while you have the 
dunce of discovering something whidi is 
pathbreaking, you may also have the chance 
in'whidi several years of your research may 
not yieid anything and may go waste. 

A word of warning may be in order 
here. A researcher in India may get a fel¬ 
lowship of around Rs 3,000 per month 
while the beginning salaries for offier pro- 
f^ions have gone up CMisidMably in the 
‘past few years. There is also the problem 
Jthat your efforts may not be appreciated 
jby your seniors, since scientific institutioi^ 
iin India have a hard seniority structure. 
.These may be future points of frustration 
'and a person must assess both before join- 
;ing a career in research. Going abroad may 
be an option, but it is good to remember 
that not everybody is able to do so. 

Prospects: A biotechnologist may 
.work in government institutes and 
organisations, such as DBT and tiie 
Gandhi Centre for Developmant of Educa¬ 
tion, Science and Technology at 
Thiruvananthapuram. A number of agri* 
culture, dairy and horticulture institutes 
also exist which would employ 
biotechnologists. There are abo some drug 


companies in btofedmolgy, like Babui; 

Dc Redi^y's 

Ubsv^^TOW'tiieir'R&D units and cor- 
pmate sector would be anotiier area which 
have opmings. 

The starting salary m a research insti¬ 
tute would be a fellowship of around Rs 
3,000 per numth. A qualified 
biotechnologist would find place in a pri¬ 
vate company at around 5,000 tn Rs 
10,000 per month. If one wants to make 
moie mMiey, then one will have to look at 
options to go abroad. 

At present there is a shortage of 
trained people in this field, the DBT is try¬ 
ing to promote the subject in schools and 
colleges. A short-term training for I 
biote^obgists who wish to work in the | 
industry is organised by Biotech Consor¬ 
tium India Ltd. 

It may be said that for a person with 
an academic bent of mind, biotechnology ! 
offers a unique opportunity to work in a | 
virgin field. All other branches of science 
are saturated. Biotechnology is an emerg¬ 
ing field all ovm the world. It is this sci¬ 
ence which will yield the wonder drugs of 
tomorrow as also new varieties of plants 
and animals. Since scientists can patentthe 
fruits of their research, the po^ibility of 
making a name and a large fortune is also 
not ruled out. The area thus is very excit¬ 
ing and has tremendous posstoilities. The 
phmomenai growth (tf the biotedinoiogy 
industry has also led to a nuntoer of high- 
payii^ opportunities. ^ 

The Biotechnolr^ Industry 

The biotechnology industry is one of 
the fastest growing industry of the decade. 
Valued at Rs 100 crore in 1989, it is ex¬ 
pected to be around Rs 3,500 crore by the 
eld of the century. A number of conq^a- 
nies have entered the fidd, some with for¬ 
eign collaborations, opting tremendous 
job opportunities. The private sector has 
increased operations and leiq>fiogged ove 
the DBT. A bioteidinologist need not worry 
about growth of opportunities in the next 
few years. 

There is tiie Vittal Mallya Scientific 
Researdi Foundation, run by the United 
Breweries group, which has tied up with a 


French firm and the Univerrity of Lekas' 
tec The ^ic Science Foundation is into 
tissue culture and bio-pesticides and has 
obtained refinance assistance from 
, NABARD. .(\notht'r company, Advanced 
{ Biomedicals Ltd is into eiuyme produc- 
I tion. The drug companies which have eii- 
I tered biotech are Cadilia, VVipro Biomed, 

■ Lupin Laboratories and Rtinbaxy. Gene 
; banks are aUo being set up and gt>vem' 
ment organisations into ji ary the ^v'ational 
: Facility k« Plant Tissue Repository' ind the 
1 National Bureau of Plant and'fcenetic Re- 
j sources, New Delhi. 

State governments of Haryana, 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu are developing 
biotech industry with DBT a^istance. The 
country’s first biotreh park is in Kerala. 

Financial institutions like the IDBt and 
IFCI have got together to form the Biotech 
Consortium India Ltd in 1990, to facilitate 
technology transfer and financial assis¬ 
tance. Institutional support will push up 
growfli of tiie industry and many more 
compani« will enter the business. Ibx ben¬ 
efits are available for companies 
specialising in biotech, which is boosting 
the industry. 

VMi so much activity in biotech ireiuv 
try, students can io(^ forw’aid to good job 
prospects. As research yields mcae technolo¬ 
gies, ind ustry is likely to commercialise them 
at an increasing pace. Multinational compa¬ 
nies are expected to come to India to a big 
way as the cost of hiring an Indian scientist 
is much less tiian liis Vfetem counterpart. 

With so many laboratories conitogup 
both in the public and private sector, com¬ 
panies will scout campuses to look for tal¬ 
ent The Baroda based Sun Pharmaceuticals 
advertises abroad for biochemists and bio¬ 
technicians. 

Though tiie field is wide open, one 
may add that as in every other field, it is 
the committed professional who wiU find 
personaletireer growth. It is therefore im¬ 
portant to be go^ in one's field. 


Addresses: Department of Biotech¬ 
nology, Block 2,7th flow; CGO Complex, 
Lodhi Road, New Delhi • 110 003. 

National Institute of Immunology, 
Anuia Asaf All Marg, New Delhi -110 067. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Change Attitude to Change Self 


T he man who thinks too high of him¬ 
self makes a small pack. There is a 
wealth of psychological information in 
this apparently simple aphorism. The 
world is brimming with small-heads 
who pretend to be big-heads. In fact, 
they are swollen above the neck! Psy¬ 
chologists call them egoists. And for 
good measure. 

The Webster's dictionary defines 
such a person as one: viewing everything 
in relation to himself; self-centred. Philo¬ 
sophically, this theory is based on the 
belief that the world exists or can be 
known only in relation to the individual's 
mind. 

Egoism is the tendency to be self- 
centred or to consider only oneself and 
one's interests which is nothing but self¬ 
ishness. Conceit is yet another form of 
it. 

Ethically speaking, it is the doctrine 
that self-interest is die proper goal of all 
human actions. This is opposed to the phi¬ 
losophy of altruism. 

This column purports to deal with 
egopsychoiogy, functions of the ego and 
their role on personality development and 
emotional disorder. 

The egocentric is under the impres¬ 
sion that he can manage his affairs well. 
He stands supreme in a little world of his 
own. Whether he believes it or not, he acts 
as if the whole universe revolv^^ around 
him and. he gives the impressibn that if 
,anything happened talum m U ia t o^li£e 
would be jerked to a stop. 

Far from being different and unsure of 
himself he is full of self-iir^mrtance. In fact, 
he is "in love with himself". He is self- 
centred aiKi ail his interests revolve around 
his own ego. 




Me*deep 

K conversation, he constantly refers to 
", "me", "mine". Nothing else seems 
to matter to hun except what he does, what 
he says, whathe thi^, what he owns. 

He believes, really, that other people 
should be as passionately interested in his 
affairs as he is himself. If they make it 
obvious that they arc not, he is likely to 
conclude that they lack the intelligence to 
appreciate his projects. 

Alternatively, the egotist may feel hurt 
or insulted. 

He tries to manage everything him¬ 
self, telling everybody else what to do and 
how to do it; forcing his opinions, beliefs 
and prejudices upon others. 

Consequently, the egocentric has few 
friends, for those who would have been 
his friends, quickly grow tired of his otvr- 
powering personality and influence. 

They retreat horn his presence witii 
(Arvious disgust, dqjendmg upon their own 
temperament Ever this, howev^isnot likely 
to upset a confirmed egocentric for long. 

His ego does get a shock, but who 
bothers? Ifo is quite self-sufficient and can 
get along well enough without people who 
rqecthim If he weretobothet he would be 
no egoist! 

When we refer to a "self-conscious" 
person we usually mean somebody who is 
shy, retiring and devoid of self-coi^ence. 
miekind of person who is #aid to ^d 
upon'his own feet, afraid to make deci¬ 
sions, afraid evoi to acknowledge his oWn 
talents and general ability. 

The egocentric is (wrongly) bubbling 
over with self<onfidence and makes ex¬ 
aggerated, mostly claims in his own favour. 
He too is self-conscious. He is conscious 
opiy of himself! 

He is an ui^teasant duracta—an ir- 


ritating type who makes your skin crawl. 
In order to boost his own ego he tries to 
irutke others foel inferior. 

Limitations 

T his means that the egotist is not so 
sure of himself as he pretends. Secretly, 
he is conscious of his limitations, but he is 
afraid or ashamed to admit them opeidy. 

Yet, he manages to Wiijf himself that 
he is invincible. He acts as a domineer¬ 
ing self. If he has a spark of ability, he is 
likely to succeed where more zestless 
men fail. 

Let's look at the reverse side of it. The 
egotist is makmg use of a psychological 
law. By acting as if he were supremely self- 
confident and efficient, he attracts success. 
No matter how intelligent, he is unlikely 
to profit by his talents if he belie\ es him¬ 
self to be inferior. 

He visualises himself as being bigger 
than he is, and therefore this exaggerated 
picture of himself tends to materialise in 
fact. If \tHi keep telling peoph’ hov\ won¬ 
derful you are, they will eventually believe 
it. This, in turn, sets forces in motion which 
help the egocentric become as big as he 
imagines himself to be! 

But there is a rub. Paradoxically the 
egocentric is not grown up. For there is 
nobody more egocentric than the infant! 
Infant's interests are absolutely .^elf- 
centred. Its interest is concerned w|^ its 
ego. The cemeem it .has for othersj^ re¬ 
lated only to the extent that others boost 
its own ego. 

The infant and the adult egocentric 
' live in a world that begins and ends wifo 
them. They are like ffie fond mother and 
her baby. When the baby coos, the mother 
believes thatit indicates that Bk bal^|(>ves 
her. •• 
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lnfaiit«like 


Tj ACT is that tfie infant merely wants the 
pleasurable sensation of being petted 
and fondled. The same is the case widt the 
self-centred. 

lA^fh the passage of tune he beconws 
exocenttic instead of egocaitric. Itcnableshim 
to develop the ability and die desire to show 
concern for othws as welt as for himself. 

This is a significant step towards adult¬ 
hood. Any extreme example of an egocen¬ 
tric adult indicates that there 1m.s been some 
psychological blockage in his or her natu¬ 
ral development. Such a person remaias 
emotionally immature. 

Only a mature person is capable of 
unselfish activity. The reason wh} as many 
relationships fail is because one of the 
people is psychologically immature. 

It is amazing that so many relation¬ 
ships weather life's storms without disas¬ 
ter. Were It not lor the infinite patience, 
and understanding of some, life would 
suffer badly. 

The egocentric does everything pos¬ 
sessively, selfishly and )ealousl\. No rela¬ 
tionship can endure this without strain and 
consequent collapse 

Many of as <ire tamted with egotism. 
We arc too concerned about ourselves. We 
are reluctant to consider the other We are 
indifferent and apathetic towards tlie feel¬ 
ings of others. 

Loyalty is extolled as a virtue. It is fine 
and honourable and perfectly natural to be 
lo)al to someone. It u hen v\ e say “to hell 
withtheworld"thatwetrespassrationality. j 

Many businessmen are egocentrics. 
They are consumed by ambition, not so 
much to serve the scKioty but to satisfv their 
own ego. They forge ahead regardless of 
cithers' feelings. 


Self-righteous people are egotists. 
They are unplemant hypocrites, with their 
holier than foou attitude. They hide their 
own faults by condemning otiiers. 

I Self'glorifici^on 

T his is a form of self-glorification as is 
the case with religious fonatics. They 
! are keen on religion, only in the hope of 
I saving their own precious souls. They for- 
{ get others too have a right to love their 
ow'n religion. 

Hypochondriacs are anottier example 
of egocentrics. If doctors find nothing 
physically wrong with them, hypochondri- 
I acs will continue to imagine all manner of 
j symptoms and ailments. 

I Other egocentrics are those urJiappy 
people who suffer from a persecution ma¬ 
nia. They believe that enemies are plotting 
KTretly to sabotage their interests and even 
; to destroy them. 

I One would be well-advised not to dwell 

I uponsuchdepnssingthoughts.RepIaceth^ 

> at once by healthy, optimistic beliefs. 

Strangely we often express our own 
! egotism quite unconsciously, never dream¬ 
ing that it is one of our failings. It is easy 
enough to recognise the bombastic type of 
egotism and condemn it in ofoers. 

When we remember other forms of 
I egotism, we probably will confess that we, 
too, share their human eccentricity, in one 
way or another. 

Solution 

S OLUTION lies in minimising and over¬ 
coming egotism. In the early stages of 
self-treatment immense patience is needed. 
Orange d\e direction of your attentim 
I and interests tfwough yourself to others. 


In time, if you really want to, it is “ 
possible to cultivate more unselfish habits. 
and to show greater intercsl, consideralion. 
and understanding towards our fellow-' 
men and women. 

Thw, and then only shall you find 
your real self. ’ 

V\UiiamJamessaid that human beings, 
by changing the ^etatfitude of the mind, 
can chan^ the outer aspects of their life. 

Freud showed die in^rtanc^of expe¬ 
riences in childhood in shaping the ego-neu¬ 
rotic personality. It is not, as supposed earlier, 
one particular experience whi^ is respon¬ 
sible for the condition. It is an attitude to life 
whidr is built with possibly that experience 
as a core. Freud ptm'ed that this behaviour 
results ffom con&ct between the urges and 
the pressure to conform to social pulls. 

In a way, we all have such conflicts. 
There is hostility, self-love, avarice, wild 
sex urges which have to be brought under 
control. So has to be this abnormality—-the 
swollen ego. This is essential to live in peace 
with ourselves and others. 

The power to control, to sublimate des 
pends upon having faith tliat in spite of 
wrong feeling there is something essentially 
right about ourselves and others. The area 
pf rightness has to be discovered and foen 
enlarged. Otherwise one's aim in life be¬ 
comes ail attempt to liide oneself and to 
shield oneself. 

Quite often the ego-stricken person 
has been mothered (smothered) by a pos¬ 
sessive love and hence restricted. Nowhere 
is it more clear than when considermg the 
neurotic way of life. 

The egoist is essentially a thwarted 
personality. He is, in fact, making exces¬ 
sive demand.s on others because of a basic 
sense of insignificance which can be offset 
by exposing the past. 
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VOCABUURY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. aplomb: (a) pride (/*) poise (t) dpprociatioo (d) pro- j 
posal. 

2. boo: (i?) bark (iO disapprove (r) admire (d) boast. 

3. calumny; (n) defamation (l>) description (c) proof (tf) dis¬ 
cussion. 

4. daredevil: (a) quiet (b) scholarly (c) bachelor (d) rash. 

5. ecstasy: (a) exploration (b) exploitation (c) exit (d) joy. 

6. fret: (n) feel (&) touch (c) agitate (d) pull. 

7. goof: (a) clind) (b) fall (c) fail (d) recover. 

8. hone; (a) favour (b) sharpen (c) nourish (d) cultivate. 

9. impeccable: (a) faultless (b) reckless (c) useless (d) child¬ 
ish. 

10. jejune: (a) young (b) old (c) interesting (d) dull. 

11. kosher, (a) false (&) proud (c) genuine (d) humble. 

12. luscious: <ff) sweet (b) bitter (c) harmful (d) indiffer¬ 
ent. 

13. rautatis*mutandis: (a) timely payments ({>) suitable 
changes (c) delayed reports (d) counter charges. 

“ 14. nascent: (a) newly married (b) newly discovered (c) age- 

old belief (d) not fully developed. 

15. obsolete; (a) discarded (b) precious (c) cheap <d) free. 

16. parochial: (a) rational (b) sentimental (c) narrow (d) uni¬ 
versal. 

17. Ktaliatr. (a) remember (b) rejoice (c) return (d) retort. 

18. safari: (a) journey (b) joke (c) negotiation (d) agree¬ 
ment 

19. tarry: (a) depart (b) stay (c) steal (d) create. 

20. upbraid: (a) rebuke (b) ignore (c) forgive (d) forget. 

ANSWERS 

1. aplomb: (b) poise, assurance, seif-conhdence. 

—The key to success in ail walks of life lies in the fact how 
much aplomb a person has in his personality or character. 

2. boo; (b) disapprove, show contempt. 

—For all his brok^ promises, the politician was booed off the 
stage and shown the door in no time. 

3. calumny: (a) defamatiem, false statement, scandal. 

—The Press Council tak^ to task such newspapers as spread 

calumnits about public men in power or in opposition. 

4 daredevil: (d) rash, reckless. 

—It is tlw height of foolishness to be daredail on the racing 
track. 

5. ecstasy: (d) joy, bliss, inspiration. 

—The purpose of all fine and performing arts is to give ec¬ 
stasy both to the viewers as well as to the performers. 

6. fret: (c) agitate, irritate, worry. 


—Some per<»ons are given to fretHnf> and fuming over 
trifles. 

7. goof: (c) fail, make a mess. 

—She had a great chance, but she goofed again i.e., failed to 
take the opportimity. 

8. hone: (b) sharpen. 

—She needs to hone her art and chisel her language and 
learn the virtues of understatement, suggestion and symbol¬ 
ism. 

9. impeccable: (a) faultless, excetienl. 

—Although she has attained remarkable success in the world 
of literature, her manners remain impeccable, to say the least. 

10. jejune; (d) dull, uninteresting, childish. 

—When he started to write, he failed to find a publisher 
who could publish his jejune writings or compositions, 

11. koshen (c) genuhie, legitimate. 

—The editor was in search of a real kosher article, not just 
any old rubbish for his paper. 

12. luscious; (a) sweet, delicious, sensually attractive. 

-4i>Iy mouth began to water when I saw a number of lus¬ 
cious dishes laid on the dining table. 

13. mutatis-mutandis: (b) with appropriate changi-s. 

—What 1 have said about the army, also applies, mutatis- 

mutandis, to the navy. 

14. nascent: (d) not fully developed. 

—The State government has announced a number of con- 
^cessions for nascent industries located in the backward areas. 

15. obsolete: (a) outworn, discarded, dead. 

—Most of the rituals associated with marriage have become 
obsolete with foe passage of time. 

16. parochitd; (c) narrow, local. 

—Far from furthering national integration, the break-up of 
Assam into several States seems to have fed parochial and xaw- 
phobic forces. 

17. retaliate: (d) retort, strike badk, avenge. 

—If we restrict foe import of consumer goods from lh« 
West, the latter is going to retaliate in no uncertain terms. 

18. safari: {a) journey, expedition. 

—•The Europeans have a great passionlo go on (a) mfariioi 
foe sake of fun and frolic. 

19. tarry: (b) stay, wait, delay 

—Having walked foe whole d^, foe merry-makers were tind 
and iteeded to tarry awhile at foe country inn for relaxation. 

20. upbraid: (a) chide, rri)uke, admonish. 

—^nie parents upbraided their son for failing foe same exteid 
nation twice. 
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oam; DISCUSSION 

Wiat is Wrong with Hoiding 
tfiB Miss Worid Contest? 


A cmtrovemi has been raked up by the 
Miss World Contest planned to be held in 
Bat^lore by the Amitabh Bachclan Corpo¬ 
ration Ltd. Though beauty contests are held 
in every city, as also the prestiKtous Miss 
India event, this time a number of 
organisations hat>e jumped into the fray to 
protest against it. While the protestors say 
that such events go against Indian culture, 
others point out tlut there is nothing wrong 
in hosting it, as it projects India as a modern 
nahon. Should India stand by and be content 
to send entries to the beauty contests but 
r^use to host them? Can India's cidture be 
saved by refusing to hold international mu¬ 
sic concerts and beauty civnts in the coun¬ 
try? 

In this issue, we debate the issue whether 
the protests against the Miss World are jus¬ 
tified. Does it really degrade mmen and our 
culture, as argued by those who are protest¬ 
ing? Or does it add to India's image as an 
emerging nation? 

Mr A Though beauty contests are 
held in almost all cities of lndia< the 
Miss lAlbrld contest planned to be held 
in Bangalore has attracted some of the 
most v^ement prot^ts. It is said that it 
is against our culture and some people 
do not want it to be held in the country. 
Ihe oigatnisets have in fact shifted the 
swimwear round to another country: Ihe 
queston arises as to what is so bad in 

Miss World contest diat ail kinds of 
activists have jumped into the fray. After 
all, it has been held for yousand bdian 
giris have participated in it If it was 
against our culture, why send our oitry 
at aS? Does shifting of tiie swimwear 
round protect our culture? Vfe should in 


fact be proud that an international event 
like Miss World is being held in the 
country The protests show our hypoc¬ 
risy atul will undoubtedly make us the 
laughing stock of the world. 

MrB I am reminded of the story 
where an Indian takes his scorpions in 
an open box in an international compe¬ 
tition and when asked why they don't 
escape, he answers that tlwy are Indi¬ 
ans: if one of them tries to get out, the 
others pull him down. Busybodies of all 
shades are protesting against an event 
that we should be proud of. At the 
bottom is the jealousy—how dare a 
fellow Indian organise such a big 
ev ent? Everyone wants to pull him 
down and this is unfortunate. When 
will we ever grow up? The protests 
signify the pathological fear we have 
about anything happening in the 
country. 1 am at a loss to understand 
how they are against out culture when 
thousands of beauty contests are held 
every year ail over the country How 
are they acceptable in our culture and 
Miss World isn't? What is in Miss World 
that is so harmful? 

MrC You have to accept that girls 
parading around half-n^ked is against 
our culture. V^fe have a rich culture and 
traditions. Parading girls represents the 
decadent culture of tiie West. We should 
not be part of it. The protests are not 
out of jealousy but because beauty 
contests are detrimental to our so^ 
fabric which u already under assault. It 
also repress cuiturd invasion. The 
very fact that you think tiiere is notiung 
wrong in it shows how you have been 


brainwashed. We should noit allow any 
such contests to be held on our soil 
and stop entries when they are held 
outside. We should protect our culture 
and values from the Western on¬ 
slaught. 

MrD So what should be done? 
Should we impose purdah on our 
women, like tiie laliban in Afghanistan? 
On the cme hand we want equal oppor¬ 
tunities for women but we wmtt to 
control what they should wear and 
what they should do. Is this not hypoc¬ 
risy? Mureovei^ this talk of cultiue and 
values is becoming rather tiresome. 
Culture is not something static, it has to 
change with society How long w^ we 
k^ talking about our rich culture 
when the only culture we see around us 
is that of corruption and exploitation? A 
beauty contest will not degrade it 
further. We should not use the argu¬ 
ment of culture to stop modernising. 
That is like being like the Taliban, who 
think they are protecting their Islamic 
culture by imposing restrictions on 
women. 

MrE Imposing restrictions cm 
women perhaps comes out of our 
prinutive desire to suppress women and 
I am against it. But tiie ofq^osition to 
mternational beauty contests is that 
they are not about beauty but about 
selling products. The makets in the 
developed world are saturated and tire 
multinational companies are looking for 
new markets. What better way than to 
arouse tive desire for beauty irt out 
women? You can see that tite holding of 
the Miss World contest coincides with 
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liggressive marketing of cosmetics and 
other products in India. I would say this 
is a devious method of coionising the 
minds of Indians. So the opposition 
should not be on the basis of culture 
but that we are being taken in by such 
events and becoming slaves to Yksiem 
marketing gimmicks. The Miss World 
contest will undoubtedly push beauty 
products and impose V\4stem notions of 
beauty and behaviour upon us. Slowly, 
our women will stop looking Indian but 
begin to look like copies of Western 
women. I think that it is the worst form 
of colonialisation and should be 
stopped. 

MrA Though I agree with you, I 
wonder if the colonialisation can be 
stopped by such methods. Even if it is 
not held in our country, images of the 
event are beamed into our homes by 
television. So holding the event on 
Indian soil is irrunaterial as far as your 
argument goes. Foreign companies can 
also dominate markets by using the 
media. That is why 1 cannot understand 
why there are so many protests against 
holding Miss World contest in Banga¬ 
lore. Either we become like Taliban and 
black out all signals coming from the 
West or if we caimot do that, let us 
globalise our thinking. 

MrC I would like to say something 
about the culture that we keep harping 
about. We have had one of the most 
liberal cultures that celebrated femi¬ 
nine beauty. Carvings in our ancient 
temples stand testimony to the fact 
that we were a liberal country. Victo¬ 
rian prudery was imposed upon us by 
the British. Ironically, the British have 
coihe out of their prudery, but we are 
still stuck in the Victorian era imposed 
upon us. As the world has moved 
ahead, vl vs foolish indeed to taise 
issues of culture and protest against a 
beauty contest. There is nothing vulgar 
in such events- oar movies do worse 
when It comes to vulgarity. So let us 
nut keep tucpia^ «b<sut culturr and /ttt 

aiuft (Ct iiM { 

society ate like the flow of a nver. We 


should accept them as they come. To 
try and stop the flow would be foolish 
indeed. 

D Something must be said 
about the protestors also. It seems they 
protest against anything that is 
organised. In every city there are busy- 
bodies who want to gain some publicity 
by raising some issues, whether it 
makes any sense or not. Certain urban 
non-govemmenl oiganisaUons (NGOs) 
want to be in the media all the time. 
Demonstrations are organised by them 
not to change attitudes of people but 
merely to be in the media. Thus, we 
have NGOs organising human chains, 
poster competitions and street plays on 
issues ranging from environment to 
cluld labour to beauty contests. What 
we have are activists, not reformers. 
They organise protests with one eye on 
the media, not because they sincerely 
feel something is bad in society. Bring¬ 
ing about change is not their objective, 

I making a nuisance is. In fact, the 
'protest industry' is one of the fastest 
growing in the country. If tiie media 
stopped giving importance to busybod- 
ies, ^ese protests would decline by 
themselves. 

MrB I agree with you that certain 
organisations and individuals are in it 
merely to gain publicity. It is unfortu¬ 
nate that die voluntary sector has 
degenerated into nuisance mongering. 
The opposition to Miss World is also a 
result of this, not out of concern for 
women or how they are portrayed. Nor 
do they think about the consequences of 
their actions. For instance, it is reported 
diat one organisation is planning to 
highlight dowry deaths in the country 
when the contest is being held. What 
purpose would that serve, except for 

I lowctltv^ltvAva's \f vie -watvl 

to stop dowry deaths, we have to do 
it ourselves; getting it published in a 
foreign magazine will not make any 
, difference whatsoever. So I think that 
! (hejorofesb are not onlv jniip>}ared 

I country. 


MrC There axe many things that 
are wrong in Indian society. If the 
activists want to do something useful, 
diey should do something about the 
treatment of widows in Mathura and- ■*' 
VaraiMsi, or the young girls trappeds^.^ 
into prostitution in Delhi and Mpn&ai^ 
or even about the Demdasi system' whjjjh 
encourages prostitution in the name of 
the goddess. Society sanctions these 
things and there are no protests heard 
against these social evUs. But the Miss 
\Notld becomes such a huge evil that 
social organisations .start protesting 
against it. This is nothing but hypocrisy. 
Rather than fight for the "purity" of our 
women, let us do something about tin* 
things that detile that very purity As for 
the point about foreign companies 
selling their products through such 
methods, if we have chosen the path of 
globalising, these things will naturally 
follow. Had we tried alternate develop¬ 
ment, wc could perhaps have a model 
that kept such things at bay. II wc are to 
mtegratc with the rest of the world, we 
should not only accept tliese things but 
try to organise them more so that the 
world begms to see us a modern nation 
rather than one steeped m tradition and 
hypcKrisy 

MrA After .so many views, the 
conclusion we have reached is that 
there is nothing wrong in holding the 
Miss World contest. We cannot remain 
stuck in the Victorian past imposed on 
us by a foreign power. We have to 
begin to be counted in the modern 
nations of the world and such events 
help us do that. As for busybodies who 
keep harping on our culture and keep 
protesting on somctliing or the other, I 
think we should pack them off to 
Afghanistan, where they can protect 
their culture together with the Taliban. 
Sudft nvnvemetvls do rvol empovict 
women but do )\isl the reverse. Birvady, 

^ I would finish by reminding that 
Aisdiwarya Rai could achieve world¬ 
wide fame only by becoming Miss 
Vdrxrid 


deny it to them. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 


General Studies 

Solved Questions on Expected Topics for the General Studies Paper 


Q. 1. Coalition governments at the Centre are going to be 
there for quite some time. Do you visualise any problems due 
to coalition govenunents in future? Briefly discuss. What role 
do you foresee for the regional parties in future? 

Ans. 1. Coalition governments are going to be the order of 
the day in the years to come. With the hitherto dominant national 
party. Congress losing ground in most parts of the country and 
most of the parties joining hands against the BJP, it appears that 
in future the coalition govenunents at the Centre are likely to stay. 
In a political system which adopts multi-party system, coaUtions 
do take place when no single political party gets clear majority. In 
India the first ever experiment in coition was after 1977 elec¬ 
tions. But that was a different coalition, as various political groups 
sought election under the name of one political party. Subsequent 
coalition governments have 
been different, with the politi¬ 


cal parties seeking partners 
mainly after the elections, de¬ 
pending upon the situation. 

Coalitimi governments are 
likely to pose many political 
and ethical problems to the 
polity of the country. It is only 
in a coalition government that 
the leader of a political group 
having less than 50 MPs can become the Prime Minister. Many 
problems are likely to be faced due to continuing coalitions, some 
of which are as under: 

(fl) Coalitions may be politically unstable. With the govern¬ 
ment depending on the support of odier parties at national level, 
it is likely to be unstable, particularly when the same political 
groups are opposing each other in the States. Any faction with¬ 
drawing the support at any stage can pose serious problems for 
the government. 

(b) Political uncertainty posed by the coalition governments 
may affect the economic policy and the process of development. 

, At a crucial juncture wlwn the country is pasmg through ^ 
process of structural reforms and economic l^alisation, political 
uncertain^ seriously affects the Foreign Direct Investment (FDJl, 
Foreign Institutional Investmmt, aid^m International funding 

agencies and export-import policy and perfonnance. Even the 

I'nctimtrtaf growth rate ^*s affeeteei by stteb yoUHeat ufi«wrta»i<Y 

Ic) Coalhions also result in political horse-irading aivd coi- 
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ruption. Bribery for seeking support has already come to me fore 
in die Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) bribery case where hug^ 
sums of money were allegedly paid to seek the support of JKOid 
MPs. Similar corruption in die State governments has also come . 
to the fore. 

(d) Disillusionment of the voter and subsequent weakening 
of die democracy may also be a consequence. A voter often finds ^ 
that a party, which never got die mandate to form the govern- ' 
ment, forming a coalition government, or the party which op¬ 
posed die coalition partners during the election, joining the 
government, or supporting it from outside. This not only re¬ 
sults in disillusionment but also weakens the roots of democ¬ 
racy and faith of the people in the democratic system. 

Role of R^onal Parties; j 
In the current era of coalitions, 
regional political parties have 
a greater role to play There has 
been a phenomenal growdi of 
regional parties, particularly 
after the poor performance of 
the national parties. The re¬ 
gional parties, therefore, have 
a large and more important role 
to play in the current political 
scenario. Tlie national parties 
have to give due respect and importance to these regional and 
local parties, which have an increasingly larger role to play in 
formii^ coalitions at the centre. Even at the national level the 
regional political parties may pky an important role in forming 
the governments. As a result, the States are likely to get more 
attrition, resulting in a better deal for them, both economically 
and politically. 

Q. 2. Mahatma Gandhi was a great supporter of rural 
small-scale industries and self-reliance of the villages. What 
I ate the inconsistencies in the new ecanomk ^Ucy with the ' 
j Gandhian philosophy on indnstrialiaatton? How would you 
j reconcile between the two? 

I Ana. 2. Mahatma Gandhi was a tirm believer that India lives 

! in villager He had strong views on the rapid development of ffw 

{ 


--y'^uwwaua vvwuvuuNMUSkY’ 

FanchayattRa) insUtutionB, converting villages into small repub- 
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Od withm the Indian federation. Socially, he dreamt of social 
upllftmoit of socially backward classes and communities includ¬ 
ing die scheduled castes. He, however, had strong views on tive 
economy of the villages. His dream was to have economically 
self-reliant villages. Gandhiji was a great supporter of small-scale 
and cottage industries. He feel that every village must be able to 
produce goods and services for its day-to-day use. Though he 
was not opposed to mechanisation, he detested unmindful 
mechanisation. Human resources are available in plenty in India 
and Gandhiji always professed that machines should not be used 
to replace the human beings. 

The current policy of industrialisation and structural reforms 
relies on heavy industrialisation to improve productivity and over¬ 
all performance of the industrial sector. At the micro-level,.a par- 
ticubr unit may result in displacement of labour, but the supporters 
of mass industrialisation claitn that the newly created jobs out¬ 
number the persons rendered jobless. It is also argued that in¬ 
creasing mechanisation increases the production and productivity 
to a great extent. Multinational companies with their state-of-the- 
art technology have also stormed the Indian economy. Rather dian 
adopting latwur intensive technologies, we are following the 
western countries by adopting capital intensive technologies, 
designed in the West where human resources are scarce. Most of 
the industrialisation is resulting in steady destruction of small- 
scale, cottage and village industries. 

Another inconsistency with Gandhian philosophy is that the 
new policy makes no efforts to make the villages self-reliant. The 
villages, instead, have to rely heavily on industrial products pro¬ 
duced outside the village. As a result, the self-reliance of the vil¬ 
lages has remained a pipe-dream. Moreover, industrialisation and 
mechanisation is replacing humans with machines. Locally pro¬ 
duced raw materials whidi could be used in cottage and village 
industries, are no longer being used, resulting in loss of employ¬ 
ment opportunities in villages, and lack of remunerative prices for 
raw materials produced loc^y. 

Due to the above mentioned inconsistencies, it appears that 
the new economic policy runs contrary to Gandhian philosophy. 
But it would be appropriate to consider the political and socio¬ 
economic context in which Gandhian philosophy on 
industrialisation was evolved. Gandhi had seen India in her poor¬ 
est days. Years of political and economic subjugation had shat¬ 
tered Indian economy at the time of independence. Economic 
exploitation of the country had demolished the rural artisans and 
cottage industries. In absence of any domestic industries, the 
country was made dependent upon imports from Europe for in¬ 
dustrial goods. Unemployment and poverty was rampant. To 
overcome these problems, Gandhi evolved his theory and phi¬ 
losophy on rural industrialisation. 

While the government decided to go in for heavy 
industrialisation from the Second Five Year Plan it also provided 
encouragement and incentives to the village, cottage and small- 
scale industries. As a result, even in today's era of heavy 
industrialisation, the small-scale sector contributes over 30 per 
cent to the total exports of the country aiul also provides maxi¬ 


mum employment in the oiganised industiial sector. In the ' 

em-day context, ttte new tedunologies are admittedly frQii^.dte 
West aiul are capital intensive. If any country sticks to rural ai^ 
labour intensive technologies, it is not likely to survive,m the 
highly competitive world market. So what is required, is a bkstd 
of modem heavy industries with small-scale and cottage indvor 
tries in the rural areas. The Gandhian conccpl still hedds good 
today in areas in which highly productive labour intensive tech¬ 
nologies are available. We must adopt such tedmologies. In total¬ 
ity, rapid indui^talisation and heavy machinisation should 
not seek to inaeasit production by displacing the existing labour 
force. A balanced blend of the two would certainly result in a 
reconciliation of the Gandhian philosophy with modem policy 

Q. 3. (e) Where and when were the XXVlth Olympics 
held? Briefly describe the history of Olympics. Also describe 
the quantum of participation and sports that were played in 
XXVI Olympics. What was the mascot for these games? When 
and where are the next Olympics scheduled to be held? 

(h) Give reasons for poor performance of India in sports 
in general and XXVlth Olympics in particulac. What mea¬ 
sures do you suggest to overcome the problems? 

Ans. 3. (a) The XXVIto Olympics were held in Atlanta (USA) 
from July 17,1996. Modem Olympics were initiated in the year 
18% in Athens (Greece), exactly a century ago. It was in 1875 that 
the ruins of a stadium in Olympia were discovered and the idea 
to hold a global sports meet was mooted. Prior to that, during the 
ancient times, the first recorded Olympics contest took place in 
Greece in 776 B.C. During these ancient games, sports like foot¬ 
race, wrestling, boxing and chariot race were held. Slowly these 
games started losing their attraction and were abandoned in the 
year 394AD. During toe past one hundred years of modern Olym¬ 
pics, several new tecorcls have been set up. 

During the Atlanta Olympics, 197 countries of the world 
participated. There were 26 sports and 37 disciplines in which the 
contests took place. About 10,000 athletes participated. In all, there 
were 1838 me^s awarded. United States of Am^a (USA) topped 
the medal tally with 101 medals including 44 Golds, 32 Silvers 
and 25 Brorue, followed by Russia, Germany, China and France. 
Three new disciplines were added to the existing ones, during the 
Atlanta Olympics, namely Mountain Biking, Beach Volleyball and 
Women's ^ftball. 

Every Olympic game has a mascot. Gwterally, the mascots 
arc based on the animals of the area in which the Olympics are. 
held. The mascot for the latest 01yiiq>i(X was toe first pf its kind. 
It was a computer generated image and resembled notoing on 
earth. It was blue in colour, with white teeto, red sneakers, light¬ 
ening bolts tor eyebrows and Olympic rings on its tail and head. 
Earlier named as "Whatizit", its name was later changed to "Izzy". 
The n&ct 01ynq>ic8 are scheduled to be held in Sydney (AustraUa) 
in 2000 AD. 

Ans. 3. (h) After every sporting event, when Indian piayors 
fail to perform in the international arena, a question & adt^— 
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wh«t is wrong wiA our system? Why does the second-most popu¬ 
lous country in dte world,representing l/5diof dtetotalhuimn- 
ity, fail to produce sportsmen who could win medals at 
international events? In this regard, the Atlanta Olympics were no 
exception. Most of the national champions failed to live up to the 
expiations. With tihe exception of Leander Paes, who won a 
Iwonre medal in tennis, ttie performance ot the Olympics team 
forced the nation to hang her head in shame. In eveit a^r event, 
Indian squads disappointed. Some of the reasons for such a pa¬ 
thetic performance can be enumerated as under: 

(a) We arc a pure country. Sports are considered to be luxury 
which only the affluent can afford. Most of the rural poor are so 
pi^cupied wito earning their livelihood that they hardly have 
any time to think of sports. 

(b) Games or sports is not an organised activity in India. 
There is no aptitude testing for the young and the facility of sci¬ 
entific coaching is also limited. It is only when a person with 
exceptional natural abilities comes to the fore, that attention is 
paid towards him/her 

(c) Political interference at higher levels affects the genuine 
sports persons. The selection is not always made on merit and the 
regional "quota" system often results in selection of teams which 
are not the best 

(d) Sports IS neither offered nor accepted as a career m India 
Most of the promising sportsmen have to look for a job to survive. 
It is not possible to keep playing the sport, in a job Most sports¬ 
men aim at joining a decent job against the sports quota. 

(e) In India, s^rts are generally taken up at an age at which 
sportsmen from the Western world win medals for their nations. 
The advantage of years of training and flexibility of the body is 
thus not available to most sportsmen in India. 

(/) Lack of facilities and inffastructure is another important 
reason. For example, we have a limited number of astroturfs for 
playing hockey while countries like Australia and Germany have 
a large number of such facilities. 

There arc many ways in which tliis problem can be tackled. 
Some of the suggestions arc as under: 

(a) There is an urgent need for organismg sports and talent 
search at the national level by the government. In India, tiiou- 
sands ot persons may be having the talmt to excel in sports, but 
are not discovered. A well-defined organisational set up is re¬ 
quired so that the best possible talent in eadi game is identified 
at a very jroung age. 

(b) After identifying the talent, world class coaching and train¬ 
ing in the concerned sporf ^ould be provided to the identified 
persons. Their cost of living and training should be borne by the 
State. In additioi, irrespective of titeir performance at the interna¬ 
tional sporting events, they should be assured of a decent career 
and living after tiieir sporting career is over. 

(c) Another urgent need is to develop world class sporting 
infrastructure In the country. Unless the sportsmen get a chance 
to train and practice In intentional conditions, it is not posstole 
for them to produce their best perfoimance during the events. 

(d) Sports are required to be projected as a career in India. 


While in many counbies, sports are adopted as a life-long career^ 
in India this activity is amateur in nature. Though sponsors are 
available for international events and world cups, hardly any spon¬ 
sorship 15 available for domestic sporting events. This vacuum 
has also resulted in giving an amateur and casual look to most of 
the domestic sporting events 

(e) Sports.^uthority ot India should be revamped I’rominent 
and outstanding sports personalities ot yester-year should be made 
office bearers and administrators m tins organisation j.Ven the 
chairmen and the memben. ot the selection committees should 
qualify some pre<onditioas and should tiiemsel ves have achieved 
reasonably high levels of proticicncy m the sport concerned. 

0 Efforts should be made to restrict the rampant politics In 
sports. The Sports Minister should be a prominent and outstand¬ 
ing sportsman of his/her tunes and should be nominated to Rajya 
Sabha before bemg made a minister for a fixed term of 6 years. 

Q. 4. What are the existing legislations in India on water 
disputes among various States? Does the riparian rights doc¬ 
trine holds good even in solving inter-State water disputes 
within the country? Do you think that the proposal to interiink 
all major rivers of the country would help in solving such 
disputes? What benefits would secure if such a project is 
implemented in India? 

Ans. 4. Disputes between various States in India over shar- 
mg of waters is a very common feature in India. The recent dis¬ 
putes over waters between Karnataka and Andhra Praderii and 
waters of Kaveri between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are a few 
examples. As per the Constitution of India, water falls in the State 
List and* States are competent to take their own decisions with 
regard to water. The Central government has no jurisdiction to 
legislate in this regard. But the Union government is allowed to 
legislate for regulating and developing lnte^State rivers and river 
valleys Under this provision. Parliament enacted the inter-State 
Water Disputes Act of 1956, which provides for setting up of Tri¬ 
bunals for scttlmg various inter-State water disputes In addition, 
the National Water Policy was approved in 1987 by the National 
Water Resources Council. This policy provides for planning at the 
State-level, requinng the State governments to prepare comprehei- 
sive plans to harness irrigation and water potential optimally. An¬ 
other importent feature of the policy is that water should be made 
available to water-deficient areas from other areas, which includes 
transfer of water from one river basin to the other; based on flie 
overall national interest This policy does not have legislative force 
behind it, yet it is an important administrative tool on the basis of 
which various Water Tribunals can decide the ctisputes. 

It was believed that riparian doctrme was applicable only in 
the intematicmal water disputes. As per the international defini¬ 
tion of riparian owner, a State is ortitled to benefit from the natu¬ 
ral flow of a water source flowing through it. &ich a State ia also 
entitled to receive water from its immediate upstream neighbour 
without any material change in Us quality and quantity. Such 
States are required to pass on the water to the down-stream 
neighbour. In India, immediately after the independence, igi$ay 
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irrigation prefects were initiated and a concept called "drainage 
at river basin" was evolved. This concept recognised all the States 
in d\e basin of a particular river, as basin States which indirectly 
bestowed and reco^iised their status of being riparian states. Vari¬ 
ous water-dispute Iribunals have recognised this fact but many 
upstream States refuse to recognize the rights of the down-stream 
States and disallow them die benefit which are available other¬ 
wise to the riparian States. 

There is an old proposal, also popularly known as "Dastur 
Plan'', which aims at linking all the major river systems in the 
country. Prime Minister Mr Deve Gowda has indicated in one of 
his recent speeches that the government would consider this plan 
to interlink aU major river systems. The cost of such a project 
would be enormous, but if implemented, it is likely to resolve 
most of the water disputes, ensuring adequate water supply to 
almost all the States. 

In addition to solving inter-State water disputes, such an 
ambitious plan would solve many other problems. The problem 
of floods in many parts of the country is a recurring problem, 
which would get solved if a wider and bigger charmel for flow of 
water is available. The problem of drought and low agricultural 
productivity would also be solved to a great extent, as irrigation 
facilities could be created by many States when the water is avail¬ 
able. An additional advantage could be development of cheaper 
and quicker means of transport in the form of water transporta¬ 
tion. Development of fisheries could be another benefit which can 
accrue to the country. 

Q. 5. Account for Public Sector Reforms in India. Do you 
think that the Public Sector has been able to achieve its objec¬ 
tives? What additional reforms do you suggest? 

Ans. 5. During the past years, a realisation has come that the 
public sector has not been able to live up to the expectations of the 
country. Several measures to reform this ailing segment of the 
economy were taken by the previous government and several 
others have been initiated by the present United Front Govern¬ 
ment. As on 31.3.91, the total number of Central Public Sector 
Undertakings (PSUs) was 246 with a total investment of Rs 1,13,234 
crore, out of which 236 PSUs were operational with employed 
capital of Rs 1,01,702 crore. The rate of return on the capital em¬ 
ployed in the public sector is likely to be 1.8 per cent during the 
current financial year. Reforms introduced in the PSUs so far in¬ 
clude the following: 

(a) A system of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has 
been introduced under which the management of a PSU enters 
into MoU with die governmnent and undertakes to achieve self- 
defined and self-imposed targets on profitability turnover and 
production. The government undertakes to provide full autonomy 
to the PSU concerned and also provides the financial and admin¬ 
istrative support. 

(b) The government also decided to disinvest 49 per cent 
equity of selected PSUs with a view to introduce private control 
arid professional management in these units. Upto the end of 
1995-96, a sum of Rs 1.0300 crore had been disinvested. 
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(c) A voluntary retiremoit scheme was introduced for PSU 
employees. Under this scheme, a total of 75,000 workeas have fo 
far sought voluntary retirement. With a view to protect the inter¬ 
est of the workers and provide a social safety net for them, a 
National Renewal Fund (NRF) was set up in 1972. The aimof NRF 
was to ensure re-training and re-deployment of workers opting' 
for voluntary retirement, and provide toem wiOi counselling fa¬ 
cilities. Upto 1994-95, Rs 800 crore had been released out of the 
NRF. 

(d) Provisions of Sick Industrial Companies Act (SIC A) were 
extended to the PSUs in December 1992. As a result, even sick 
PSUs can be referred to the Board for Industrial and Financial 
Reconstruction (BIFR). 

(e) The government has set up a disinvestment commission. 
The aim is to streamline the process of disinvestment. The com¬ 
mission would identify the KUs and the percentage of equity to 
he disinvested, by advising time, mode and price of the shares to 
be disinvested. 

The public sector was introduced in the economy after inde¬ 
pendence to achieve a host of objectives. It was the expression of 
India's resolve to have a mixed economy and retaining control 
over key and strategic industries with a view to quicken the pace 
of industrialisation. Balanced regional growth and government 
investment in low-profit and long-gestation projects were two 
main objectives. Social ownership of economic resources, employ¬ 
ment generation and infrastructure creation were some of the other 
objectives. Profit-orientation in the form of generating surplus to 
be used for further development of the country during the later 
years was the underlying objective. But today the performance ot 
the PSUs is judged only by their profitability. Infrastructure cre¬ 
ated, import substitution and export promotion and employment 
general^ by them is generally ignorwl. If their performance is to 
be judged truly, these indirect benefits provided by them to the 
Indian economy would also have to be measured and accounted 
for. Hertce, to say that the PSUs have failed to achieve all their 
objectives, would be a wrong statement. Admittedly, PSUs have 
failed to achieve the objective of profitability, yet their contribu¬ 
tion to the economy and its industrialisation has been enormous. 
However, the reforms already introduced are yet to yield the 
desired results. The performance of PSUs does not indicate any 
material change from the past. It is suggested that the following 
additional reforms be introduced so that desired results are ob¬ 
tained: 

{a) The mode of privatisation should be altered and even if a 
single individual owner or a company wants to take over a PSU 
by purchasing its sliares, it should be allowed, as it would cer- 
t^y introduce accountability and professional management in 
the PSUs. 

(6) Disinvratment should not be witii a view only to generate 
additional revenue for the State. The newly constituted commis¬ 
sion should come out with more innovative methods of 
disinvestment. 

(c) To introduce the professionals, direct recruitment of pro- 
fesrionally and technically qualified manpower at all the levels of 



management should be allowed. In addition, PSU managers and 
staff should be allowed to have some tenures or omdie-job train¬ 
ing programmes in the innovative private sector companies, so 
that they can acquaint themselves with the latest management 
techniques adopted by them. 

(d) Additional measures are required to be taken to oisure 
more accountability, piofessi(Bialism and proiitabilify of the PSUs. 
Moreover, interference by the politicians and govemmott bu¬ 
reaucracy should be reduced. 

Q. 6. Account for the rise and growth of communalism in 
India during the British regime. Also describe the causes of pa^ 
tition of India. 

Ans. 6. Growth of communalism in India during the British 
rule was not the result of differences between Hindus and Mus¬ 
lims, but due to the disintegrating and dividing policies of the 
British government. Initially, after the establishment of the British 
rule, relations between the Muslims and the British were strained. 
This resulted from the political struggle bctwem the Muslim rul¬ 
ers of these times and the British. The revolt of 1857 aggravated 
the situation. The British described it as an event in which the 
Muslims tried to dislodge them from India. During the period of 
revolt, the British tried to arouse strong feelings of Hindus against 
the Muslims. 

After the Indian National Congress was established and the 
nationalist movement started gaming ground, it was realised by 
the British that Hindus could pose a greater danger to them. 
Moreover, they also realised that if Indians were united against 
them, it would be difficult for them to survive in India. Hence 
they deliberately adopted a policy, which popularly came to be 
known as the "policy of divide and rule" Towards the later half 
of 19th century. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan contributed a lot in bring¬ 
ing the Muslims and the British closer. One of the earliest efforts 
to divide India on communal lines was the partition of Bengal in 
1905. The aim was to divide the Indians, as both the communi¬ 
ties agitated against this di*cision. The first successful attempt on 
these lines was the introduction of Communal Electorate System 
in the Act of 1909. Prior to this, establishment of All India Muslim 
League was another step which further divided the Indian society 
on communal lines. The international events after 1911 again 
forged the unity among the conununities, who unitedly opposed 
the British government's move to remove the institution of Caliph 
in Turkey. 

Sub^uent developments continued to widen the wedge 
between the Hindus and the Muslims. The Mopla Rebellion in 
Malabar in 1921 aroused conununal passions, with communal 
riots taking place in many parte of the country. Again in 1927, the 
Congress opposed the Simon Commission, while the MusUm 
League did not cooperate with Congress. Disagreeing with the 
Nehru Report on the demand for complete independence, the 
Muslim League put forth its "Fourteen Points" whidi were mainly 
aimed at securing special position for different religicms. Siiralar 
deadlock continued during the Second Round Table Conference. 
During tihe thirties, communal passions grew even more speedily 


and it was during the 1940 Annual Session at Lahore (hat ffie 
Muslim League categorically asserted its demand for a separate 
State for Indian Musluns. Alto this, the British government openly 
encouraged die Muslims to secure a separate State for themselves. 
Theyears 1946 to 1948 witnessed communal riots in die country 
and conununal feelings were so aroused that during the partition, 
the country was rocked by uiunindful violence, dianks to the teulty 
and instigative policies adopted by ffve British government, to 
which die gullible Indians f^ prey. ^ 

Cause of Fardtion: In addition to the aforementioned de¬ 
tails, tiiere were several other causes of partition of India. Some of 
these are as under; 

(a) Growth of communal organisations like Muslim League, 
Hindu Mahasabha and AEgarh Movement inflamed the commu¬ 
nal feelings of botii the communities. This became the primary 
cause for partition of die country on religious lines. 

(h) The Muslim League propagated the "two-nation theory" 
and preached that Muslims were a different nation, historically as 
well as religiously 

(c) Continuous support given by the British to Muslim com¬ 
munalism was another major cause of partition. Partition flnaUy 
became a true expression of their poEcy of divide and rule. The 
prime interest of the British was to rule peacefully while both 
reUgious communities fought against each odier. But this poUcy 
adversely affected the social and poUdcal life of the count^ arid 
resulted in partition. 

(d) The poUcy of appeasement adopted by the Congress to¬ 
wards the MusEm League, also resulted in partition. Though the 
aim of such poUcy by the Congress was to take tiieMusUms along 
during the process of nationalist movement, it was considered its 
weakness. Leaders of the MusUm League as well as the British 
government took full advantage of it. 

(e) Communal riots which took place in die country during 
the nationalist movement also become an important factor re¬ 
sponsible for partition. The MusEm League leaders exploited 
such incidents and tried to propagate that the interests of Indian 
MusUms would be secure only if a separate State was created for 
them. The Hindu fundamental <»ganisations aggravated the Situ¬ 
ation by openly declaring that all die MusUms were foreign in¬ 
vaders and had no right to Eve in India. Such attitudes on part of 
both the coirununities became a major reason for partition of the 
country. 

Q. 7. Comment on the Policy of Science and Technology 
as provided in the Kghth Five Year Han. What are the activi¬ 
ties planned under Science and Ihchnology daring the Plan 
period? Briefly describe. 

Ans. 7. Science and Technology (S & T) today has inflimnced 
almost aU walks of our life. It is no longer amcemed with only 
technical itepecte of Efe, but has entered almost aU facets of our 
day to day I^, Develr^ment of evoy sector of die economy needs 
Strong back-up horn S fc T widi the changing global scenario. 

The dghfo Han document lays onphasis on intermeshing of 
the poEdes cohering S t T, Inditetey, Ai^cidtufe and Finance. The 
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new economic policy tus liberalised me procedures reuting to neursnip, aevetopmem ceus in academic insutuuons, ttavmgin 
technology acquisition and investment by foreign investors. Even automated techniques and establishment of sophisticBted inti^ 
for agricultural development, S & T inputs must be able to provide tries are also being attempted. 

the ever increasing food requirements of our growing population. (i) Developmait and dissemination of scientific temper and 
S & T agencies are required to develop capabilities in titcir science communication are some of the additional thrust areas, 
specialist areas as well as to interact with various developmental ; Establishment of science museums, planetaria, exhibitions and 
sectors, industries and institutions. National Ub{jrdtories under i. coverage in mass media are some of the means to achieve this 
the S&T agencies are required to make their facilities available to ! objective of dissemination. 

the scientists from the agricultural and industrial sectors Someot ■ (;) The plan lays special emphasis on developiiig interna- 

the activities plamted under S & T during the plan period are as : lional linkages in S & T. Such linkages are expectai to be achieved 
under: by opening a\'enucs for collaborative interaction, and mutuality 

(a) S & T should result in accruing benefits to the society at | at the international level. This would assist India m acqturing 
large. Efficient management of land, water and energy resources i modern technology from the developed countries. The existing 
ffirough S dc T are planned, for significant benefits to ffie people, arrangements for cooperation with 40 nations of the world are 

Communication network ffirough satellite and computers may sought to be expanded further. 

result in better nuinagement of anti-poverty programmes. S & T is (k) State governments arc also expected to dev'elop and apply 

also required to develop models of economic development as well S & T in various operations. Depending upon the State's natural 
as innovative and cost-effective techniques for storage and pro- resources, tliey arc expected to encourage voluntary organisations, 
cessing of local resources. involve State S & T Councils in implementing t^nology mis- 

0>) The plan also seeks to use innovative techniques and ap- sions, make operational remote sensing centres, increase funds 
proaches in such a manner that they become an integral part of ail for S & T and involve the State administration in extending S & T 

ffie sectors such as agriculture, (ffiemicals, coals, construction, | efforts to all the development sectors, 
education, employment, engineering, fertilizers, health, popula- { (\) Efl^orts are also being made to tone up management and 

tion control, rural development and communications. administration of 8 & T at all the levels. The ultimate aim is to 

(c) With a view to evolve new management structures with make sure that science in itself becomes a rewarding career and 
closer linkages between the developmental agencies, ffie inqjle- j personnel are trained and encouraged to implement a wide vari- 
mentation of ffie NationalTechnology Mission and S&Tprojects | ety of S & T programmes. 

has been envisaged. On) Strengthening of organisational structure in most of ffie 

(d) The Eighth Plan recognizes ffie need to step up Research scientific agencies is yet another cffijective planned to be achieved, 

and Development (R <c D) in ffie country. It lays special emphasis The plan also recognizes the need tp bring about close interaction 


on developing design and ei^ineering capabilities, forward and 
backward linlUges and engineering capabilities. Absorption of 
recently developed technology in industries, development of in¬ 
dustrial infrastructure, sporting and strengthening pilot plant in¬ 
vestigations and improvement of teclinology in the small- scale 
sector, are some of the other thrust areas of ffie Eighth Plan. 

(e) Technology Information Forecasting and Assessment Coun¬ 
cil (TTFAC) is anoffier important feature of ffie Eighth Plan. It aims 
at ffie evaluatiim of existing technologies and for preparation of 
technology forecast, including manpower forecasts. 

(f) Creativity and innovation are ffie other thrust areas in the 
development of S & T in India. Efforts are to be made to identify 
a few educational institutions where talented student and faculty 
members could be attracted for pursuing well-planned advanced 
courses so that ffiese institutions could turn into centres of excel¬ 
lence for training and researeh. 

(g) In addition, ffie otiier thrust areas of the Plan include basic 
reseanffi, innovative research, diffusion of technology and integra¬ 
tion of S & T in socio-economic and rural sectors. 

(h) The Plan also lays special emphasis on manpower devel- 
opm«it and employment. Shifting di population fiom agriculture 
to industry needs ^ development and the plan specifically seeks 
to deal with this proMem. While achieving ffiis broad objective, 
awareneis creation, restructuring of policies, creation of entrepre- 


; among S & T departments and ffie experts from ffie academic 
institutions, industries and socio-economic sectors. 

GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

REFRESHER 

By O.P. Khanna 

' ^ SeonApr a^ooi 

A Pnstiglous PubHcaWm of; 

KHANNA BROTHERS 
(PUBUSHERS) 

(PiMMig DhWon of ChMdhi Wm LMM)' 

t26, Induttrlal Arwh ChaiMfigvh—ISOOffit 


4ta DECEMKn'N OOMPETmOMMASTen 




Cm^NT AFFAIRS 



IHTERNATiONAL TRADE 
India Economic Summit 

T he World Economic Forum (WEF) and 
the Confederation of Indian Industry 
(ClI) held a three-day India Economic 
Summit from October 28,1996 The sum¬ 
mit was attended by 125 foreign delegates 
and the first briefing on the Indian 
Economy was given by WEF managing 
director Claude Smadja Prime Mmister 
H D Devc Gowda delivered the inaugu¬ 
ral address The summit was addressed 
by, amongst other important persons. Fi¬ 
nance Minister P Chidambaram, Com¬ 
merce Munster B B Ramaiah, J & K Chief 
Minister 1 arooq Abdullah, Andhra 
Piadesh Chid Minister C K Naidu and 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Digv^ay 
Singh 

rhe WH listed high cost ol money, 
inadequate inlrastructure, lack of bankmg 
and fmancial sctUir relorms and existence 
of obstacles m the wav of industry's com¬ 
petitiveness as the major factors respon¬ 
sible for the deceleration of the Indian 
economy Claude Smadja, in his inaugural 
address, said that India needs to go in for 
lemcdial actions on all those fnmN 
He emphasi?ed the need for reduemg 
government borrowings, cuttmg budgetai y 
deticiN, deregulatmg the banbng system, 
introducmg transparency m the fmancial 
markets and amendmg obsolete laws He 
also said that there was a need to delink 
management of banks from political mter- 
ferenre and tree them from political pres¬ 
sures According to hun, tile government's 
stake m nationalised banks should be re¬ 
duced to less than 51 per cent 

Some breigndelegates wereof theopin- 
irai that the confidence level of foiegn mvesr 
tots about fiidja has fallen down were 
a tittle reassured when the Pnme Ministe: said 
that the r^rm process would continue. 

The Minister of State for Commerce, 
BB Ramaiahstcessed that the govemmMt 
has bi'en successful m keying up the pace 
of economic reforms. The Minister for 
Plannmg and Programme YK Alagh was 


Recent Economic News 


R^ Cradit Policy 

The Reserve Bank of India, on October 20, announoad vatfous measi^ as put 
of ib credit policy for the second hsA Of 199047 Th^ hIghiigNa 
The cash Reserve Ratio has been reduced from 12% to 10%. it Is that 

banks will cut lending rates by at lead one percentage pomt after tttis cuff High 
lending rates, charged by bartlm so far, have been sevpiaiy crifIciNKi by 
RBI governor. The two pw cent poini ctd In the CRR i$ mrpected to bring Hi Ra 
6500 emre. The CRR wHi be cut progressively by halt a percentage point edth 
effect from October 26,1996, November 9,11^, JSnuary 4 , 1997 and Jantury 
18, 1997 After the last cut, It will stand at 10 per cent However, the one 
percttfitage cut m January fs subject to the monetary and price sftuatktti at that 
time. 

■ Banks have been allowed to lend their foreign currency non^residant (bants) 
deposits in foreign oirrency-denominated loans to corporates. This is ipipecded 
to bring m an inflow of $ 2 bHHon into the system. So far, most banks have been 
holding these deposits outside the imuntry because of ^ cost of tvM^g wie 
rendering spreads unremunerative Banks wiil be allowed to determine the 
‘rate, tenor and the purpose’ of toe loans * 

■ The maxrmum permissible imerest rate offered on term deposits wito maturMy 
of 30 days and up to one year has been brought down from 11% to 10%. 

■ Banks have been asked to reduce PLR (Prime lending Rates) and anoounoe 
maximum spread over PLR. 

11 The target for toeport credd has been raised to 12 per cent from 10 par cant. 

■ Exporters have been given some relief on toe high interest ratiK on post- 
shipment rupee eiqiort credit beyond 90 days. With effect from October 1996, 
toe interest rate on overdue post sh^ment nipee credit beyond 90 days and up 
to SIX months is restricted to 15 per cent 

■ To boost toe secondary capital markets, bante have been affowed to trade m 
shares and debentures in toe secondary nrarket within toe limit Of five per cent 
of their previous year's incremental depots. This lindt is around Rs 2545 croqi 
tor this year. 

It IS expected that toe overall effect of these measures woiSd be an expansion 
ffi toe lendabie resources of banks without fuelling excessive monetary eiqian^on 
and inflation The move to slash down the CRR is said to be pait of RBI's majot 
policy initiative to erreet toe slowdown in economic growth by improving iiquidity, 
boosting Industrial production mid exports 


of the opinion that foreign investors 
should put tiieir money in technological 
upgradation and innovation in India, tak¬ 
ing advantage not only of the specialised 
manpower but also of the support pro¬ 
vided by the government in this respect 
The Quef Minister of Jammu and l^sh- 
nuT, Farooq Abdullah said that the devel¬ 
opment of power, tourism and agnculturc 
will be on top of the agenda of the Jammu 
and Kashmir government Meanwhile, 
Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister of 


Andhra Pradesh, said that new vistas were 
opening up for petroleum and petrochemi¬ 
cal Industrie's on the east coast He also 
said that his government Iwd received sev¬ 
eral proposals fiYim South Korean MNCs 
to set up their units m the area 

FOREIGN REUnONS 
President’s fivS'^iation visit 

A S part of his five-nation tout I*resi- 
dent Shankar Dayal Sharma arrived 
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in Oman on October % 1996 The visit 
resulted m the two countnes signing an 
agreement on agriculture two MoUs 
(Memorandum of Understanding)—one 
on combating crime and the other on sci¬ 
ence and technology The MoU on com¬ 
bating cnme is the first that India has 
enter^ mto with a Gulf country The two 
countnes have also set up a )omt Techno¬ 
logical Commission to mstitutionahse 
bilateral cooperation m science and tech¬ 
nology 

Ihe Sultan of Oman, during his meet- 
mg witii President Sharma, put forward 
the concept of the Indian Ocean Run coun¬ 
tnes as a common mterest bloc and a 
greater role for Oman m the Gulf Coordi¬ 
nation Council Oman has been m favour 
of an Ocean Run summit and India will 
support the move 

In the second leg of his tour. Presi¬ 
dent S D Sharma went to Poland He vis¬ 
ited two concentration can^ ttiat preserve 
die ghastly memories of the death factory, 
gas chambers and crematona run by the 
Nazi occupation forces At the Auschwitz 
camp alone, about 1 5 million people, m- 
cluding 11 million Jews were lulled in gas 
chambers and other inhuman crimes 
agamst humanity He also went to the 
Bukenau concentration camps The Presi¬ 
dent also met the five thousand "Poles 
from India" They had come to India when 
Polish troops under the command of Gen¬ 
eral Anders of erstwhile Soviet Union were 
withdrawn in 1942 These people had 
settled at a number of places in India m- 
cluding Jamnagar, Kolhapur and 
Panchgani They come together evay two 
years under tiie aegis of "world associa¬ 
tion of Poles from India" Thus, for many 
Poles, Gujarat is a second motherland 

Next, the President visited the young 
Rqpublic of Slovakia The Wovak President 
assured President Sharma that Slovakia 
would he4> India become a non-perma¬ 
nent member of the UN Security Coimcil 

It was also assured that Slovakia 
would not buy from or sell to Pakistan 


any kmd of arms Two agreements of co¬ 
operation m science and technology and 
on civil aviation were also signed Thepos- 
sibdities and potential of mcreasing trade 
volume between the two countries was also 
discussed 

Durmg die last leg of his tour the Presi¬ 
dent visited the Czech republic His three- 
day visit was the fust ever by an Indian 
Head of State to the Czech republic The 
two countries signed an agreement on in 
vestment protectiod with the new tree 
market economy in Pastern Europe 
creating immense possibilities of two-way 
flow of mvestment Agreements were also 
signed on cooperation m culture, educa 
tion and scientific fields as also a protocol 
on foreign office consultations for regular 
exchange of views 

On his way back President S D Sharma 
made a day's stop-over at Rome 


INDiA-^RAN 

Work on gas pipeline to be 
expedited 

T HF Indian Vice President KR 
Narayanan visited Iran finm October 
24 1996 In discussions carried out there, 
the two countries identified hydrocarbons 
and the transport sector as areas of coop¬ 
eration which they felt would expedite the 


implementation of the proposed 2000 km 
gas pipelme project between the two ooun' 
tries 

Both the countnes had sign^ a 
memorandum of understandmg a few 
years ago for preparation of d\e feasibility 
report of the project Iran accounts for 15 
per cent of the world's proven gas reserves 

The Indian Vice President hailed the 
recent completion of the Iran- 
Turkmenistan rail project and said that 
more such ventures be taken up for en- 
hanemg cooperation between India, Iran 
and Central Asian Republics Larli^, In¬ 
dia, Iran and Turkmemstan had signed a 
trilateral MoU on international road and 
rail transport and transit in April 1995 

In his discussions with his Iranian 
counterpart Hassanllabibi the Vice Presi¬ 
dent also talked about regional groupings 
like SAARC, AbLAN and LCO They were 
of the view that these would go a big way 
in promotmg relations between flie coun¬ 
tries of the region 


CENTRE-STATE RELATIONS 
Another panel set-up to examine 
ties 


T HF Inter-State council m its meeting 
on October 15, 1996, has decided to 
set up a panel to examine in-depth con- 


tn<^ wflhki m Rto^'l 

atkenthw ^ leNNsign inv«^, kKflft'te Bie moef to tfw ' 

bottonx kt euaiMsi'tif Ikkour nMek iwk ln^eyidlii^'*(tf 

lOtgKK. ' ' ‘ 

^ the )«Bd ihliik 0^ 
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tentiotts issues, including the demand for 
the rqxal d Article 356 of tiie ConstitU' 
tion relating to the imposition of 
President's rule and die role of Governors. 
This panel would submit its report within 
three months to tive council on the conten- 
tious issues on which consensus could not 
be arrived at by the sub-committee which 
went into the recommendation of the 
Sarkaria Commission on Centre-State re¬ 
lations. 

The Inter-State Council meeting was 
convened after six years and was attended 
by a majority of the Chief Mirusters. The 
Centre was represented by six Union min¬ 
isters, including the Home Minister 
Indrajit Gupta 

Prime Minister H.D Deve Gowda 
observed that the most important require¬ 
ment for a healthy Centre-State relation¬ 
ship was frequent mteraction and a system 
of decision-making involving adequate 
consultations The Centre and the States 
are supreme m their own spheres but m 
the areas where their interests overlap, a 
system of continuous and sincere consul¬ 
tations and jomt decision-making is nec¬ 
essary. Moreover, foderalism in its true 
sense, recognises the role tiiat is to be 
played by the local bodies as it was an 
integral part of the pnnciple of coopera¬ 
tive federalism m its wider sense, he said 


GUJARAT 

V^heia ministry sworn in 

T he month-long spell of President's 
rule in Gujarat ended on October 23, 
1996 when an eight-member 
Mahagujarat Janata Party Ministry, 
headed by Mr Shankersinh Vaghela, 
assumed office. 

Earlier, tiie Governor had recom¬ 
mended b the Centre to revoke President's 
rule after the MjP paraded 56 MLAs, in¬ 
cluding 13 Independents, aste supporters 
and tiM 45-inember legislatiue Ccmgiess 
Party in the ISl-membcr House decided 
b sui^iMt it ficpm outside. 


Rccpn' ccononiic News 


Ninth IHsn Rs8.0(MM0‘«^oiilinr 

The NiMh-Ptan pubdc saetamiliiy ^ b be Rs 8,oo!Ooo crote at , 
pdoss. TMs Is about S5 pdr cent mom than the Eighth Plan antldtiated expert- 
(fltUM hi fMd tarms. iThls ossby d As s,O&.SO0 erora irtiprias a increaae, 
In total raaoufoe rnobUlsatibn ^ toe goWnment, both at the Centre andtthe 
Slate*level-«iRdu(ling their puUlc uhdirtskkigs. This also means that, the Cen¬ 
tos and States would have to enhance tax receipts, cobtain non-plan rev^ue 
oitoomtoum and hngirove non-tax ravanues. 

During the Eighth Plan, too anticipated plan axpendtture in real tenns ac¬ 
counted for about 90 per cent of the approved mitiay ^noe toe projectod outlay 
was lower, the piMc toveetmeto in the economy has been less titon piamsad or 
requirsd It is inbortant that this is avoided in the Ninth Ran. 


The BJP has aiticised the role of the 
Governor and demanded his resignation 
The leaders, m fact, said that they had 
enough members but were not ready to 
parade them before the Governor The 
party had not expected tiiat they would 
be asked to prove majority outside the leg¬ 
islative Assembly 

On October 29,1996, Vaghela won tiie 
vote of confidence in the L^islative As¬ 
sembly witii 101 votes m favour and ncme 
against. B]P abstained finm voting. Mean¬ 
while, B]P has filed petitions in the lligh 
Court, challenging the imposition of the 
President's rule and the action of the 
Governor mviting Mr Vaghela to fcnm the 
Ministry 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Terrorism continues; Chief 
Minister asks separatists to talk 
or migrate to Pakistan 

S EVEN family memben of National 
Conference leader Ghulam Hassan , 
Nadeef were killed on October 21,1996, f 
ir two powerful bomb blasts in his 
house. The deceased included Rajaa, 
wife of the leader, his sons, Abdul 
Rashid (a police constable), Ghuiam 
Mohammad and Moluimmad Iqbal, and 
three others. The blast was the first major' 
incident after Chief Minister Farooq 


Abdullah served a 30-day ultimatum to 
militants to surrender with their arms 
and ammunition. 

Earliec Dr Farooq Abdullah said that 
the government is always ready for talks | 
with the Hurnyat leaders but they would 
have to accept the reality that Jammu and 
Kashmu is an integral part of India. He 
has said that conversion of tiie Line of 
Actual Control into a permanent border 
could lead to tiie resolution of tiie Kashmir 
issue. 

Dr Abdullah added that if the 
Hurriyat leaders caimot reconcile witii the 
reality of J & K being part of India, they 
were free to migrate to foe country of their 
choice 

Referring to the continued mili¬ 
tancy-related violence Dr Abdullah said 
that nobody should expect the proxy 
war, launched by Pakistan, to end in a 
day. He said that his government will 
meet the challenge politically as well 
as through counter-insurgency mea¬ 
sures. 

A committee, headed by Dr Karan 
Sing^, is being set up to discuss tiie ques¬ 
tion of more autonomy to tiie State. This 
committee would first examine the au¬ 
tonomy tiiat the State enjoyed after the 
Maharaja signed the Instrument of Ac¬ 
cession. Later, the Delhi Agreement of 
1952 and the Sheikh-lndira Accord of 
1975 would also be examined. 
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PUNJAB 

SAD wins SGPC polls 

‘ I 'HE Prakash Singh B<)dal-ied Shiromani 
X Akali Dal (SAD) made a dean sweep 
in the general house elections to the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Paihandhak Com¬ 
mittee, that were held on October 14,1996. 
SAD captured 155 seats out of the 170 con¬ 
tested. 

The Akah Dal (Amritsar) and Akah 
Dal (Panthic) which were in the fray in 
association with the Bahujan Samaj Party 
and the Sant Sama) could only get a token 
presence ot about seven .seats 

The victory of the Badal-led SAD is 
seen as a manitestation of reinforcement 
of liberal democratic politics and the tra¬ 
ditional Sikh ethos. Analysts see this as a 
trendsetting factor for the forthcommg 
elections to the State assembly The results 
are seen as a verdict by the people indicat¬ 
ing a burial of the radical ideology 

It is assumed that the Sikhs took this 
election as a prelude to the Assembly elec¬ 
tions with the underlying idea that weak¬ 
ening Akali Dal (Badal) president Prakash 
Singh Badal would amount to strength¬ 
ening Congress Thus, in this context, the 
election is also the rejection of the Con¬ 
gress politics 

BJP leaders at the local level cam¬ 
paigned for the SAD (Badal) and projected 
Badal and Tohra as the guarantors of 
peace The BfP support provided further 
strength to the li^ral democratic a.sser- 
tion by the Badal taction 


UHAR PRADESH 
President’s Rule reimposed 

P lRESIDKNT'S rule was reunposed in 
Uttar Pradesh on October 17,1996, on 
the rTCommendation of the Union Cabi¬ 
net. The assembly has lieen kept under 
suspended anunation 

The Cabinet felt that since none of 
the parties were able to come to an under¬ 
standing tor a coalition government in the 


State, there was no option but to recom¬ 
mend the reimpasition of President's rule. 
The decision of the Cabinet was said to be 
based on the advice of the Law Ministry 
that the reimposition of President's rule 
was provided for in the Constitution 
The non-BJP parties in the State 
wanted to prevent BJP from commg to 
power and forming the government How¬ 
ever, they themselves were not able to 
come to an understanding on government 
formation The parties failed to agree on 
Ihc leader who could lead the coalibon in 
the State. The Congress-BSP alliance in¬ 
sisted on Ms Mayawati as Chief Minister 
I and refused to agree on a compromise can- 
I didate. The United Front, being guided 
I by Samajwadi Party ChietMulayam Singh 
' Yadav, refused to accept Mayawati as the 
I Chief Minister. The BJP, with its 174 MLAs 
had expected that it would be invited to 
form the government because it was the 
single largest party in the State Assembly \ 
T he imposition of the President's rule 
was severely criticsed by the BJP BJP leader 
I Atal Behan Vajpayee alleged that the Gov¬ 
ernor played a "parbsan role". Even the 
i Congress President, Mr Sitaram Kesari, 

I expressed his unhappmess. He said, 'I am 
I not in favour of this—democracy should 
I function without any obstacles " 


TELECOM STRIKE 
India suffers due to delayed 
Cabinet decision 

T he Union Cabinet, on October 29, 
1996, decided to pay productivity- 
linked bonus to group 'C' and 'D' employ¬ 
ees in all Centa-al government departments 
where the bonus is apphcable. This helped 
m the calling off of the telecom strike and 
the resuming of work from October 30. 
The government also decided to grant ad 
hoc bonus to all "C" and "D" group em¬ 
ployees m other departments not covered 
under the productivity linked bonus 
scheme However, the Cabinet's decision 


to waive the current ceiling of Rs 3500 for 
the payment of bonas to the government 
employees would be applicable only for 
the year W5-96. For the future, the mat¬ 
ter would be referred to the fifth Pay Com¬ 
mission. 

The telecom strike had been a result 
of the government's decision to waive tlie 
ceiling on bonus for Railway employees. 
The employees of other departments, 
where the producdvity-lmked bonus was 
applicable, had termed the decision as 
"discriminatory" and they had gone on a 
strike from October 23. 

Durmg the strike, manual services 
were badly affected Automatic exclianges 
STD ser%'ices, etc were maintained with 
the help of group "A" and "B" officeis 
and staff available at some places. The 
postal strike limited counter and delivery 
services in various post offices across the 
country These included delivery of gov¬ 
ernment and insbtubonal mail, clearance 
of selected letter boxes and delivery ol 
I speed post items 


SCANDALS 

JMM case: Investigation 
continues 

T he Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBT) has detected a cham of bank 
transactions by four Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha (JMM) leaders between Augu.st 
1993 and February 19%. Apparently, tlie 
four JMM leaders—Shibhu Soren, Suraj 
Mandal, Shailender Mahato and Simon 
Marandi—were on a bank account open¬ 
ing and investment spree immediately 
after the no-confidence motiem against the 
PV. Naraumha Rao government on July 
28, 1993. They had deposited huge 
amounts in these accounts. Mandal de¬ 
posited Rs 1,62,90,000 on August 1,1993 
and again Rs 30 lakh in another account 
on September 9. He had also open«l a 
Fixed Deposit (FD) Account jointly with 
three otl4r JMM leaders and deposited 
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another Rs 30 lakh in this account. Similar 
transactions were carried on by the others 
also. 

Earlier on October 12, the CBI raided 
the residence, the farmhouse and the of¬ 
fice of the former Union Petroleum Min¬ 
ister Satish Sharma in connection widi the 
case. At the time of the raids, Captain 
Sharma was abroad. He returned on Oc¬ 
tober 31 and was interrogated by the CBI. 

It is alleged that Captain Sharma was paid 
Rs 15 ciore between April 1993 and FAru- 
ary 1994 by various industrial houses, in¬ 
cluding (indal Agro, Videocon, Essar, 
Reliance and Bindal Agro. 

Besides Captain Sharma, former 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao, Buta 
Singh and four others have also been 
chargesheeted by the CBI in the JMM case. 

Others who are named in the FIR in¬ 
clude Mr V.C. Shukla, Mr R.K. Dhawan, 
Mr Ajit Singh, former Haryana Chief Min¬ 
ister Mr Bhajan Lai and industrialist Mr 
Lalit Suri. However, their names are yet to 
be included in the chargeshcet. 

Fodder Scam 

T he CBI, on October 17, 1996, 
chargesheeted six persons involved in 
the fodder scam, including the alleged ^ 
Kuigpin and former Regional Director of 
Animal Husbandry Department (AHD), 
Ranclii, Dr ^yam Bihari Sinha. Others 
chargesheeted were the Regional Director 
of AHD, Pumea, Mr Sitaram Singh, the 
Budget Officer-cum-Accountant of the de¬ 
partment based at Patna, Mr Brajbhushan 
Prasad, an Assistant in the office of the 
Regional Director, Purnea, Nagendra 
Shah, a supplier, Chandrashekhar Prasad 
and a personal employee of Dr Sinha, I 
Mohendra Prasad. 

The accused have been charged with 
criminal conspiracy, forgery, cheating and 
corruption uruier sections 120-6,409,420, 
467 and 468 of the Indian Penal Code and 
Sectiem 13(2) read widi 13(1) (c) and (d) of 
the Prevention of Qmuption Act. 

The duugesheet came soon after the 


Patna High Court directed the CBI to j 
speed up the pace of the probe. The Court { 
had ordered the CBI to intensively probe , 
the conspiracy aspect of the case , 

Now the Ayurveda Scam 

0 |N October 15, 1996, the CBI con¬ 
ducted simultaneous searches at the 
offices and residences of various Ayurveda 
Department officials at 36 places in 10 dis¬ 
tricts of Uttar Pradesh in connection with 
the Rs 32 crore "ayurveda scam". 

The investigations are related to the 
excess withdrawals from the State exche¬ 
quer for purchase of ayurvedic medicines 
during 1993-94. The CBI took up the in¬ 
vestigations into the fraud after the Gov¬ 
ernor forwarded the case to it in September, 
1996 

In certain cases, fake allotment letters 
were made showing purchase of Ay urvcdic 
medicines while in reality these purchases 
were never made. In some other cases, the 
medicines were purchased at exorbitant 
rates by the department officials in con¬ 
nivance with the suppliers to cause loss to i 
the State exchequer. i 

Urea Scam: NFL money traced 

O N October 9,19%, the CBI announced 
that it has traced $ 7.86 million Na¬ 
tional Fertilisers Ltd (NFL) money in the 


from M/s Karsan Limited. The entire 
amount of Rs 133 crore was paid in ad¬ 
vance in the bank accounts of tlie com¬ 
pany Later, it was realised that the entire 
money had disappeared from the bank 
accounts. Also, the Karsan company failed 
to deliver the urea consignment by May 5, 
1996, the last date of receiving the con¬ 
signment under the agreement. Howevee 
the NFLdecided to extend the date of urea 
receipt to October 4, 1996. Then in Sep¬ 
tember, Karsan sent a consignment of 9006 
tonnes at the Bhavnagar Port but the gov¬ 
ernment refused to take deliwry on die 
grounds that the supply was delayed and 
the urea was not up to the specifications 
of the contract. Apparently, the NFL has 
also decided to move the International 
Court of Justice m Pans hw the recovery 
of the money. 

Health Scam 

T HF. Central Bureau of Investigatior 
(CBI) has unearthed a major scam ir 
the Ministry of Health and Family Wei 
fare, involvmg diversion of crores of rU' 
pecs meant for leprosy-eradicatior 
programmes. The money for thcsi 
programmes was given by the Work 
Health Organisation (WHO). A case hat 
been registered against tormer deputy 
director-general health serviosi. Dr B.N 


Swiss Bank accounts of two officials of 
Turkish company M/s Karsan. This 
amount is part of the $ 37.62 million re¬ 
mitted by NFL to M/s Karsan as payment 
for the import of 200,000 tonnes of urea. 

The Swiss authorities have handed 
over documents pertaining to die accounts 
of arrested Karsan officials. The CBI also 
said that with details of transfers of money 
from Pictet and Indo-Swiss Bank in Swit¬ 
zerland made available, investigations 
would be expedited. Formal proceedings 
have already been going on to bring the 
7.806 million dollars back to India. 

The urea import scam is related to 
the agreement signed by the public sector 
NFL for import of 200,000 tonnes of urea 


Mittal and a few other officials, tor enter 
ing into a "criminal conspiracy" to misap 
propriate funds sanctioned by WHO t< 
the ministry. 

India is the recipient of a soft Work 
Bank loan of Rs 300 crore for thi 
programme. The country also accounts fo 
nearly 64 per cent of the glob.illy regis 
tered cases of leprosy, estimated at 2.1 
million patients, and is among the larges 
recipient of WHO's lunds for Icpros; 
eradication 

Apparently, between 1991 and 1992 
Dr Mittal, with the assistance of th 
ministry's statisticaUssistant M.K. Gupt 
and the head cashier of the New Delti 
branch of the State Bank of Mysore 
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opened three "bogus" accounts in the 
State Bank of Mysore in New Delhi. Dr 
Mittal diverted more than Rs one crore 
to the bogus accounts opened by him. 
The mdney was transferred from the 
ministry's official account in the ANZ 
Grindlays Bank to the bogus accounts 
and sub^uently misappropriated by the 
accused. 

Although only three persons have 
been named initiaily, it is said that dtere is 
a "close involvement" of several other of¬ 
ficials of the ministry. 

Bangarappa Chargeaheeted 

T he CBI has chargesheeted former 
Karnataka Chief Minister S. 
Bai^arappa, under the prevention of Cor¬ 
ruption Act. Mr Bangarappa and five oth¬ 
ers have been accus^ of receiving bribes 
for granting permission for the PC Dental 
College. The others chargesheeted iirclude 
formff ntinister G. -Puttuswamy Gowda 
and former Prisons Minister R.B. 
Choudhary. 

In its seven-page charge sheet, the CBI 
has accused Mr Bangarappa of allegedly 
receiving Rs 10 lakh from Pennafour for 
giving permission to set up the college, 
which had now been closed. Mr 
Puttuswamy Gowda, allegedly, received Rs 
29 lakh and Mr Choudh^ received Rs 5 
lakh and a car. 

Petrol pump allotment: Former 
Mlnieter aaketf to pay Rs 50 lakh 

E l an unprecedented action, the Supreme 
ourt, on November 4,19%, orde^ foe 
former Petroleum Minister, Capt Satish 
Sharma, to pay Rs 50 lakh to foe govern- 
matt exchequer as exemplary damages for 
foe "illegal and arbitrary" aliotmoit of 15 
petrol pumps from his discretirmary quota. 

The apex Court has also asked CBI to 
register a case against foe former minister, 
for breach of public trust. Giving a carte 
Handle (authcuisation to investigate any 
matter) to the CBI, the divi^n bendt of 
Supreme Court made it dear that "there 


shall be no limit on foe sphere of the CBI 
to investigate into foe matter fully". 

The Court said that while dedding 
foe damages it had come to foe condu- 
sion that sirtce Shamm was dealirtg with 
public property (petrol pumps) and he was 
a trustee of these properties, foe "govern¬ 
ment by the people" had to be compen¬ 
sated. 

The amount is to be paid by Capt 
Sharma within nine montfe and any ar¬ 
rears shall be recoverable as arrears of land 
revenue. 


DEVELOPMENT LOANS 
Wortd Bank President’s \nsit 

M r James D. Wolfensohn visited In 
dia on October 12,1996 to take first¬ 
hand irdormation on various World Bank- 
aided projects. During his meeting with 
the Finance Minister P. Chidambaram he 
reviewed projects in power, coal, transport, 
urban devdopment, education and health 
sectors. The V^rld Bank president also laid 
enq>hasis on foe proper utilisation of foe 
Bank money. 

Mr Wolfensohn visited BcUigalore and 
Orissa to get a first-hand account of foe 
work in progress in rehabilitaticm of slums, 
urban infrastructure, education and water¬ 
shed development He also pledged to 
protect foe flow of soft loans ^m the In- 
temational Development Association (IDA) 
to India at current levels while expressing 
serious concern over the declining contri¬ 
butions from donor countries. 

He also expressed concern ova high 
level of corruption and expressed his dis¬ 
pleasure over foe fact that substantial 
amount of World Bank aid was ending up 
in oflicials' and politicians' coffers. 

During his visit an agreement was 
signed on a new arrangement for monitoiv 
ing foe bank assisted projects with a view 
to speeding up the utilisation of foe accu¬ 
mulated undikHused loans, amounting to 
over $ 9 Mlion. 

The implementation of a numba of 


World Bank-aided projects has been tapdy 
for various reasons, including irubility of 
project aufoorities to find rupee resources. 
As a result, hidia has been paying foe Bank 
a commitment charge of ^ crore a year 
towards the unavailed loans. 


INFRASTRUCTURE 
Committoe on Core Sector 

P iRIME Minister H.D. Deve Gowda has 
constituted a Cabinet Committee on 
infrastructure. Besides taking policy ini¬ 
tiatives, the committee will monitor 
progress of major infrastructure projects. 
Apart finm the Prime Minister, foe com¬ 
mittee will consist of Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram, Railway Minister Ram 
Vilas Paswan, Minister for Petroleum and 
Natural Gas SJC Balu, Minister for Sur¬ 
face Transport T.G. Venkatraman and 
Deputy Chairman of foe Planning Com¬ 
mission Madhu Dandavate. 

The setting up of the committee came 
soon after a decision was taken to privatise 
Indian ports and to set up a ports regula¬ 
tory authority. 

The need for the committee was fell 
because deficieiKies in infrastructure and 
infrastructure services are a major road¬ 
block to sustained growth in India. The 
main reason for this is lack of polifical 
stability. There are other inherent draw¬ 
backs also. In the power sector, most pri¬ 
vate projects are still to receive theii 
financial closure. The main reason is the 
poor financial condition of the State ela- 
tridty boards. In foe teansport sector also 
foe biggest hurdle is the slow pace al 
which foe government is encouraging 
investment in ports and port-related ser¬ 
vices. Even the Indian Railways makes 
minimum effwt to involve private en¬ 
terprise to spruce up its act. As far at 
the telecom sector is concerned, there u 
more type foan action. There is a need 
to separate policy horn operations and 
the tariff policy also needs to be finned 
up. 


41S OECXIUteBH'Se COMPETITION MASTER 





CURRENT AFFAIRS 


NATIONAL 


PUNNING 

Sociai mobilisation vHai to 
poverty eradication 

A two-day seminar on Toverty eradi¬ 
ation: The potential of community 
empowerment' was organised by the 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) in Delhi in October The consen¬ 
sus view at the seminar was that the suc¬ 
cess of poverty alleviation programmes 
hinges crucially on social mobilisation, 
which in turn will lead to greater efficiency 
in resource use and a legal and policy 
framework which is people-friendly. 

It was felt that poverty eradication 
programmes needed an enabling environ¬ 
ment which would allow community ef¬ 
forts to grow and succeed. Fundmg is not 
the primary constraint for poverty eradi¬ 
cation TTie failure of most programmes is 
brought about by the fact that there ls a 
top-down approach without adequate par¬ 
ticipation 

It was also pointed out that despite 
overall improvement m die per capita in¬ 
come in the country, some States had made 
little headway. For example, per capita 
income has remained unchanged in 1‘ttar 
Pradesh in the past five years and has gone 
down in Bihar. 

Information has received inadequate 
attention and it is important to make avail¬ 
able frontier technologies to the ultimate 
user. Regarding agricultiue, the seminar 
pointed out diat the impediment to the 
diffusion of appropriate agricultural tech¬ 
nology in many cases was mainly due to 
problans of illiteracy and rural health. 


POWER SECTOR 

Freedom to States to clear power 

presets 

i 

0 ^ October 16,19%, the Central gov- 
tenntent decided to grant near-total 
freedom to States in deciding about power 


projects. The government intends doing 
away with the mandatory Coitral Elec¬ 
tricity Audiority clearance for projects of 
"any size and cost". 

The States would also have a final 
say in all matters relating to tariff by set¬ 
ting up independent regulatory authori¬ 
ties at toe State-level Besides this, powers 
related to environment and forest clear¬ 
ances, which were earlier exercised by toe 
Centre, will also be delegated to the State 
authorities 

The government has also decided that 
it would set up an empowered committee 
which would take the responsibility of 
expediting clearances at toe Central level 

Cogentrix gets 
counter-guarantees 

0 ^ October 10,19% toe Central gov¬ 
ernment approved the counter-guar¬ 
antee proposal to the Rs 4000 crore 


Mangalore power project, whidi is being 
promoted by toe US company Cogentnb 
and China light and Power International 
The counter-guarantees will cover pay< 
ments of capacity and energy qhatges ^ 
toe proposed 1000 MW thennal project. 

Counter-guarantees provide credi 
support in the event of the State electridtj 
board's failure to make timely payment! 
to toe generating coiiq>any. 

The Union Cabinet also approver 
exonption to the Karnataka State Electric 
ity Board (KSEB) for fulfilling tite condi 
tions for successful implemenuition of tin 
operational and financial action plan witi 
Power Finance Corporation (PFC) and tin 
3 per cent rate of return. 

The Cogentrix pre^t is toe fourth oi« 
after the Dabhol (Enron), Jegurupadt 
(GVK) and Ib Valley (AF5) projects to re 
ceive the Govenunent of India counter 
guarantees. 


Blemishes ttiat Mar Tndia Reference AniUMi' 

Every year Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India brings 
out a 'Reference Annuel'. A few months back it released ‘India 1995’. The 951 -page 
volume gives plethora of information about India. When viewed in the light of its price, 
a mere Rs 225, worth of the volume seems phenomenal. However, a critical appraisal 
besides highlighting some inconsistencies in the annual suggests poor ideation in the 
presentation of information. Ironically, some of these limitations have been occurring 
over the years and not much efforts seem to have been made to improve upon 
presentation or for updating toe same. Some examples are as follows: 

For instance at page 15, table 1.7 gives information about the population of 
Scheduled Castes and SchedutedTdbes based on 1961 census while aH other tables 
in toe chapter give information based on 1991. In the second (toapter on 'Natkmat 
Symbols' at page 22 the RA while referring to National Anthem mentions toat The 
song Jana gana-mana... was adopted by the ConstituentAssembly.... on Jarruary 24, 
1950’. It coolly ignores recommendations providing ‘equal status for toe Vanda Maintrf. 

Information about general elections is given but neither in chronological order 
nor in toe order of States. White for some Assembly elections it gives precise date of 
conduct, for most of the other ft just indioatss years, in the chapter on 'Defence', the 
RA gives no historic references about Indian^tny, Navy or Air Fwce, Fromamong^ 
toe three, only the ‘responsibilities' of Navy have been mentioned, to the chapter on 
'Education’ it mentions about Indira Qanttoi National Open University and other 
National Open Universities, but refers nothing about /todhra Opwi University toe 
pioneer in this context. 

Space constraints prevent us from publishtog scores of other biemi^BS. These 
certainty look strange in a prestigious government document. It te hoped that future 
editions will be compitod with toore care and proper updation. 
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PAKISTAN 
Benazir dismissed 

T he threc-year-old Benaz'ir Bhutto gov¬ 
ernment in Pakistan was dismissal on 
November 5, 1'396. President Farooq 
Ahmed Leghari levelled charges of cor¬ 
ruption and extra-judicial killings in 
Karachi during her tenure as PM. Also, 
(rfftcial involvement in Murtaza Bhutto's 
murder on September 20, 1996, the 
government's efforts to undermine the 
judiciary and Ms Bhutto's indirect hint that 
the President and Ore army were conspir¬ 
ing to kill the Bhutto farnily. Fresh polls 
will now be held on February 3, 1997. 

Ms Bhutto's husband, AsifAii 21ardari 
and Punjab Governor Raja Saroop Klian 
were taken into custody by army officers. 
They were taken to an undisclosed place 
from the Governor's House in Lahore. 

Malik Mairaj Khalid, a respected vet¬ 
eran of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) 
has been named as the interim Prime 
Minister. He had retired from politics af¬ 
ter clashing with Ms Bhutto's "authoritar- 


i ian" style. He was an ally of Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto and had served in his cabinet after 
the latter was elected President in 1971. 
He has also been Chief Minister of Punjab. 

Benazir Bhutto's first government had 
also ended abruptly with her dismissal in 
1990 amid charges of corruption and in¬ 
competence. She had, however, made a 
triumphant return to power in 1993 elec¬ 
tions. Analysts haye said that the Prime 
Minister's dismissal was expected. Even 
the IMF and the World Bank had hinted 
that it was not possible for any democratic 
government in Islamabad to resolve the 
economic crisis. 

USA 

President Clinton re-elected 

W ILLIAM Jefferson Clinton was re¬ 
elected on November 6, 1996 for a 
second term as the US President. He de¬ 
feated his Republican Challenger Bob Dob 
by capturing 379 of the 538 electoral votes. 
President Clinton, thus, becomes the first 
Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt to 


Moib^iiKinl Aid falls 

■; -:A,UNtOEF mpotf has said that ths afOtlcTs weaHhy countries have made tuither 
euts tn-devdopih^ 'Saatstanoe, reducing aid to just 0.3 per cent of the^ edtribined. 
dross National Pfdidubt (QNP). Ihla makes die'Skl the lowest In the test "30 years. 

AtthouQh the woridvdda mBHary budgets have dropped by a quarter since the 
end of the cold "war, sayleg over 250 bilNon ddBars a. year, aid has rteh by only one 
triHiort dollars m year in vedl terni& Official aid works out at Td dpRars a yttar to each 
tienon irrtha IndustrlaHsad countries. Ihe countries of itothehi Eurqpte^dn/^,' 
Denmark,. Sweden and Nethertamts give-e^t cotmidt^ildtly igreato'prapo^ 
todr GNP in aid than iW,other tadusftialiaadnattone. 

' In 1969, the Develi^ent ^AdSlstance Committee'fpAC--toti{^ n^.'aad'i^,. 
,21 donor oountrieiO tniredi^ ^'^ideazif 

ilb. qua1l^ as ODA, aid has to come .from gtwsmntoto, 4o .tte intended to' 

;m|tojjpurpwes .(sodeluding military add) and be.'4ff'^.toiQ^ gtants 
•eolhffimlal loans. A-target of 0,7 par ^t of ONP waa ftod'^b^^ 

^(Mmadby the Ganaiat.Assembly. Staribig from 0.5 capt^ 

7ii^-.19608, the tm tos been declining to : 

'bt^ qppt "in to;>hoie 


■i ' ' ' - .■■ V. .'i - V 
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win successive elections. 

However, the Republicans retained 
control of boffi the Senate as well as ffie 
House of Representatives, ensuring that 
Clinton's second term in office would be 
a tough and demanding one. 

President Clinton also managed to 
gain the magic 50 per cent of the vote 
making him the first two-time plurality 
President since Vlfoodrow VWlson. 

JAPAN 

Hashimoto re-elected PM; LDP 
fails to get majority in elections 

E J the recent elections held in Japan, the 
onservative Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) of Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto won but failed to get the ma¬ 
jority he had been asking for. On October 
20,1996, with eight seats undecided, the 
LDP had won 2.38 seats, making it impos¬ 
sible to win an overall majority of 251. 
The Prime Minister said that he was look¬ 
ing for coalition partners. New Japan 
Democratic Party (JDP) made a good de¬ 
but but were reluctant to join the govern¬ 
ment. However, they did not completely 
rule out the coalition possibility. 

The Socialist Party was almost com¬ 
pletely wiped out and ite leaders said that 
they would start from scratdi again. 

"The turnout in the Japan elections was 
probably one of the lowest and voter turn¬ 
out in the election stood at about 46.81 
per cent only. This was 8.47 percentage 
points below the previous general elec¬ 
tions, hqtd in 1993. 

On November 10, Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto was re-elected, taking 
the helm t>f a minority govCTnment that 
could be too fragile to tackle the big prob¬ 
lems faced by J^an. 

The elections had been called by 
Hashimoto amid sigro of an economic 
pick iq). At piesont ffie country is strug¬ 
gling to emerge froma five-year recession 
and series scandals 
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AFGHANISTAN 
Turmoil Continues 

O N October 21 the Tahbdn N 
lame pulitia av cepted northt m U/bi I 
leader Abdul Kabhid Dostum s propo-«il 
tor a ceasefire on all Afghan fronts from 
mid-day The proposal was accepted on 
the condition that a simultaneous ix 
c hangt of prisoners of war would take 
place The Orgamsation of Islamic (on- 
leicme (OTC) however acKisc'd all iides 
that the ceasefire should be unconditional 
Ihe OIC also dcilated that once the At 
ghan leaders put a ccasttirc in place tliei 
would be in\ ittd b) Saudi Arabia to meet 
in ]cddah to negotiate a formula tor pe ui* 
and a transitional government, leading to 
lo\a Juga (tiaditional Aighan assembU) 
01 elections 

Dostum had tarhei formed an alli 
ance with Knnur govt'mmcnt military 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood the 
latter had ceased control ot capital Kabul 
to the Taliban on September 27 and had 
since tought bai k to the outskirts of the 
city Dostum himself is a former commu 
nist general who defected to the Islamic 
resistance in 1*^92 He is considered a fot 
midahie mihtary strategist After the Mus 
lim rebels threw out the communisls in 
19*^2, Dostum had held on to much ot 
northern Afghanistan, while in Kabul and 
elsewhere, aval Islamic tactions battled 
c'ach other 


RUSSIA 

Rybkin new security chief 

Q N October 19, 1996, former parlia¬ 
ment speafeer Ivan Rybkm was se¬ 
ll rted as the new national secuntv chief 
bv the Russian President BonsYcltsm This 
came just two days after the dismissal of 
the controversial Alexander l^bed Mr 
R\ bkm was also named as the Presidwif s 
chief repre^tabve in negotiations with 
separatist rebels m Chechnya 

In his new role as secretary of the 


Kussiiin Secuntv Council Ryblon’s role 
would be that ot an adv isor He w ill not 
have direct authoritv over the security 
services Mr Rvbkin is a former Commu- 
mstPartv olticial and was leiving as chair 
man ot the President s political advisory 
council 

Mr 1 c'bed, who was ciusted as secu¬ 
rity chief was said to be using the post 
as a platform lor his own political ambi¬ 
tions This had brought him in conflict 
with other high ranking otticials m the 
Yeltsin administration He is said to be 
already giving signs ot campaigning foi 
the post ot President 

It i« said that Mr \eltsin s decision 
to name a rt placement suggests that he 
IS ti d up w ith fht quarrelling that has 
buomc s 1 much a pait of his adminis¬ 
tration 1V en opposition leaders siip- 
poiUci President Yeltsins decision to 
sick 1 ebt'd 


INDONESIA 

Megawati loses legal battle 

T HI pro-demoaaev leader m Indone¬ 
sia, Megawati, lost a legal battle wlien 
a judge threw out a $ 22 billion lawsuit 
agauist officials who engineered her re¬ 
moval as head of an opposition party 
Ms Megawati had sought 51 tnllinn 
rupiah ($ 221 billion) m damages and 
reinstatement as chairwoman of the Indo 
ncsian Democratic Party She said she' uid 
chosen the damage amount to maid. 
Indonesia's 5lst year of mdependinci 
I arlier theie had benm a lot of public 
angei at her ouster bv a rebel party meet- 
mg organised bv the military-fuelled anti 
government nots on Julv 27, 1996 
Megawati, daughter of the late Presi 
dent bukamo, was apparently targetted 
because her calls for greater demcKraev 
caught the attention of millions of Indo- 


Slowdown in growtft of Asian TIgars 

A World Bank report released in ^ third week of October has said that there 
has been a slowdown m growth and exports in the sO'dlted Aslan ttg^s South 
Korea Taiwan Hongkong and Singapore. Betides theae oountnee, a slowdown 
has also come about in tha devetoping nations Of Indmesia, Thailand and Malay¬ 
sia Chinas economic growth also dipped to 7 per cent in Ihe late summer, sharply 
lower than the official 9 8 per cant that was claimed by Beijmg 

The reasons behind these trends are: 

(a) Falling demand for consumer electronics, semicondbefors and computer 

related equipments j 

(b) Tight credit—China, Malaysia and Thailand are ligMin^ high mftaiion or 
current account deficits with higher interest rates that slow growth 

(c) Restructuring, especially to South Korea and Taiwam whtoh are m the midst 
of painful efforts to open ihmr domestic markets end shift awpy from tow-vltoge, 
tabour-intensive jobs 

(d) Politics There have been uartous dfshiibtog iaetoralks dtreet riots and 

protsetws polictos m Indonesia, jreesnt coBiq»e tf the Thiti government and Hong 
Kong's upcoming return to CHnnese rule. ^ 

(e) China is putting tovetimmii away tfrom WnptMr tv^odb by iorelge! 

companies interested in the Chinese ihefket ^to jtaiild jMb thtie iatod g)iaranteb « 
peregntags of production for expdrt, ,' i * 

inierssttngii^ deepite the stawdo^ the gn>Mh«^totofudipg: 

etagnant Japap-ls erfWed Ay thg The jQ«t|eli)«(i)ibeteir^gt»%tf|^ tsife ht the 
area 18 55 per cent . ^ r. * 
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nesians after 30 years of authoritarian rule 
under President Suharto. The government 
is afraid of her growmg popularity which 
could be a threat to Mr Suharto who had 
overthrown her father in 

THAILAND 

Government body on human 
rights rejected 

E FI'ORTS to form a human rights com¬ 
mission in Thailand ran into trouble 
a Non-Ciovcrnment Organisations 
(NGOs) said that the bill to set up the 
commission is unacceptable The NGOs 
say that it is unacceptable because the new 
commission wouldn't be independent. The 
commission would be chaired by the 
Prime Minister; with the Attorney Gen¬ 
eral as secretary. It is felt that to be cred¬ 
ible such bodies must be autonomous. 

Thailand has seen a lot of brutal sup¬ 
pression earlier. A number of pro-democ¬ 
racy activi.sts were killed by security forces 
in October 1976 at Thammasat University, 
and again in May 1992 in Central Bangkok. 
Even twenty years after <tiie Thammasat 
massacre, there has been no inquiry. In 
recent limes, as Thailand has been mov¬ 
ing towards economic development, 
people's rights to land, resources and a 
clean environment have been in jeopardy. 
Therefore, it is said that the commission is 
an urgent need. 

In 1993, Thailand had declared at an 
intematioiul conference in Vienna that it 
would give priority to creating or strength¬ 
ening national institutions for the protec¬ 
tion of human rights. Since then; there 
have been various hindrances. Ftequent 
changes in government, corruption scan¬ 
dals, opposition from various sources are 
a few of the problems that have been 
acting as barriers to the formation of the 
commission. India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka 
and die Philippines already have human 
rights commissioas. ITiailand is among 
the countries that has been trying to form 


MIDDLE EAST 
Failure of talks on Hebron 

E ISPITE of a US mediation in the Lsraeli- 
alestinian negotiatioas, the talks on an 
Israeli withdrawal from Hebron failed to 
produce any results. Israel blamed Arafat 
for the breakdown in the negotiations, 
after he left for his week-long tnp to Nor¬ 
way and Europe. The negotiations had 
been launched by US President Bill Clinton 
after violence in September claimed 79 
lives. 

Before departing, Arafat said that he 
hoped an accord could be worked out 
which would resolve the 34 pomts of dif¬ 
ference between the two sides. The issues 
concerned the withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from Hebron and permission to Palestin¬ 
ian police to take over patrolling in the 
city. 

Lsrael accused Arafat of wanting to 
delay an agreement imlil after the US Presi- 
dential elections on November 5, ui the 
belief that Clinton would take a harder 
line with Israel after being re-elected 


Japan u$es money power to 
out'Wit India 

T he Deve Gowda government has been 
severely criticised for the failure to get 
India elected to the UN Security Council 
and for making the country suto a 'hu¬ 
miliating defeat' in the hands of Japan 
India and Japan had been vying for 
the UN Security Council seat and were 
locked in a fierce contest. India had been 
lobbying assiduously among members of 
the non-aligned group emphasising the 
fact that the presence of a NAM member 
on the Security Council would enable it 
to project NAM concerns in the world 
forum. However India suffered a defeat 
by a wide margin of 142 to 40. This Was 
shocking for India, which had expected 
support from most of the 114 non-aligned 
nations 


Japan, apparently gained support be¬ 
cause of its status as the largest aid-giver 
to the Third World. Awarenestt Jhc 
country's generosity, probaW)d|c|3e4,the 
country gain the IW ^ufit^Wurralleat, 
All the nations that had pigged support 
to India found it in their intefesHo prefer 
economics over ethics. Japan', therefore, 
earned its eighth term on the "Security 
Council as a non-permanent member- 
more than any other country. 

Japan's use of economic and money 
muscle to win the seat has been criticised. 
Analysts have said that this could set a 
dangerous trend of rich nations buying 
votes of smaller nations. 

The Security Council now comprare 
of: Permanent members—USA, Russia, 
Britain, France, China Non-Permanent 
members—Chile, Costa Rica, Egypt, 
Gumea Bissau, Japan, Kenya, Poland, Por¬ 
tugal, South Korea and Sweden. 

CONFERENCE 
Food Conference 

T he Wjrld Food Summit was held from 
November 13,19%, in Rome, amidst 
doubts about whether anything significant 
can be done to help the 180 million 
people who suffer from hunger The last 
World Food Conference was held in 1974 
and had set a goal of eradicating hun¬ 
ger and malnutrition within a decade. 
The goal, however, still remains a dis¬ 
tant dream. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Cftga- 
nization (FAO), which called for the sum¬ 
mit, hoped that the governments will 
again commit themselves to achieving 
"food for all". FAO kept the focus of the 
summit more narrowly on issues such as 
improving access to food for the pooc en¬ 
suring increased food production and 
dealing with food tieeds in civil strife. In 
its pre-summit biief&igs', FAO had said 
tile worid populatibn will grow by 3 bil¬ 
lion to a total of 8.7 bSUion by the year 
2030, putting intense pressure on tiie 
earth's nahiid resources. 
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AWARDS 
Nobel prizes, 1996 

For literature: Polish poet Wiskwa 
Szymborska. 

Fn* inedidne: Peter Doherty of Australia 
and Dr Rolf 2^inkemagd of Switzerland, for 
their work on the body's iininune system. 

For physics: David Lee, Robert 
Richardson and Douglas Osheroff of the 
Cornell University in USA, for their work 
in low temperature physics. 

For chemistry: Huold Kroto of Uni¬ 
versity of Sussex in Britain, and Robert Curl 
and Kchatd Snudley of Rice University, 
USA, for their discovery of new form of 
molecular carbon. 

For economics: James Mirrlees of Cam¬ 
bridge University in Britain and William 
Vickrey, a Canadian teaching in the Co¬ 
lumbia University in USA, for their work 
analysing incomplete information that 
characterise markets. 

For peace; East Timor's Jose Ramos- 
Horta, a former journalist, and Bishop 
Cados Filipe Ximenes Belo, who have been 
can^aigning for their region's indepen¬ 
dence from Indonesia. 

World Food Prize. 1996 

T he 1996 Wbrld Food Prize was jointly 
awarded to Dr Henry M. Beachell and 
Dr Gurdev Khush, for their work in 
rice researoh whidi "revolutionised Asian 
agriculture", improving the diets of mil¬ 
lions of people. Dr Khu^ heads foe IRRl's 
breeding programme and introduced foe 
IR-36, whidh isiu>w one of foe oust widely 
grown food crc^ varieties in foe world. 

World Food Day Award 
' jpATHERof foe g^een revolution, Dr M.S. 
A Swaminadun, has been conferred the 
"World Food Day" Award of foe Food 


and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) for 
his achievement in agricultural research. 

Booke r Prize, 1996 

/^KAHAM Swift has won foe 19% Booker 
vJPrize for his comic novel 'Last Orders'. 
The award consists of 20,000 Pounds Sterling 

Cotrunonwealfo Writers'Award 

T he Indian born Canadian writer, 
Rohinton Mistry, was awarded foe 
19% Commonwealfo Witers' Prize for his 
novel, 'A Fine Balance'. The novel is set in 
foe Indirm sub-continent and is about dra¬ 
matic upheavals in a country tom apart by 
social and political reforms in foe 19708. 

Indira Gandhi Award for Natiorud 
Integration, 1995 

G andhi institute of Public AHairs, 
Turnkur, is foe winner of foe Indira 
Gandhi Award for National Integration, 
1995. The award consists of Rs 1.5 lakh in 
cash and a citation. 

Panda Award (Green Oscar) 

'LIVING in foe Edge', Doordarshan's en¬ 
vironmental series, was presented foe 
Panda award, better known as foe Green 
Oscar. The highest award for films on en¬ 
vironment was presented to foe Alva 
brothers, Nikhil and Niret, who produced 
and presented foe film. 

^rtstar Award, 1996 
OPORTSTAR'S best sportsman of the 
^year award has been presented to 
grandmaster Ifishwanafo Anand. 

BOOKS 

Last Orders 

'T’HB comic novel is writtei by UK nov- 
X elist Graham Si^t, the winner of fois 


year's Booker Prize. It tdls foe story of 
four friends who meet to carry out the 
dying wish of their friend Jack that his 
afoes be scattered into tire sea at Margate, 
Kent. Swift's novels have been translated 
into 20 languages. 

CONFERENCE 

First Nadoiul Meet of Blind Women 

T he National Coiderencc of Blind 
W)men was foe first of its kind in the 
entire SAARC region and was organised 
by the All India Confederation of tiw Blind 
(AICB) in New Delhi. 

It was attended by over 200 delegates 
from 15 States, besides some delegates 
from abroad. The theme of the conference 
was "blind women in India—equality 
rights and participation". 

CYBERSPACE 

Virtual Classroom 

A pioneering educational program tiiat 
will allow students from around the 
world to share and compete in a cyberspace 
dassroom has been launched by AT&T Jms, 
foe first commercial Internet access provider 
in Japan. The innovative program is de¬ 
signed to encourage creativity on foe 
fofomet and foster international coopera¬ 
tion. It simulates foe teal-worid intmia- 
tional environment in which business and 
world leaders work so foat students will 
have to make anefiort to comnumkate wifo 
one atKither despite cultural differences. 

AT&T Jens is setting up Virtual Class¬ 
rooms that wiU be attended by students 
from 50 schools in Japan and 100 schools 
outside Jq>an. Each Virtual Classroom will 
coreist (tf a wtb site, a web-based discus¬ 
sion forum and a real time diat area. "The 
program is a state-of-the-art application 
of ^&T's longstandiirg tradition of sup- 
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-porting education", says Darryl E. Greet, 
President and CEO of AT&T Jens. "The 
experience will provide students with teh- 
nical and cooperative skills that will help 
them throughout their lives." 

Students are divided into 50 groups 
of three, each from a different country. 
Under the theme "The World Is Our 
Classroom", each group will create a col¬ 
laborative project bas^ on a particular 
skill, such as research, artwork or writ¬ 
ing, and they will design a web site that 
displays the results of their teamwork. 
The greatest benefit to participating stu¬ 
dents is the opportunity to recognize and 
meet the challenges of international col¬ 
laboration. 

NUCLEAR POWER 

Kalpakkam plant goes critical 

K AMINI, the Kalpakkam mini-30 KW 
reactor, went critical at the Indira 
Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research 
(IGCAR) on October 29,1996. 

The reactor, developed indigenously, 
is the first in Asia to use 'Uranium 233' 
as fuel. The attainment of criticality dem¬ 
onstrates India's capability in using the 
fuel and it becomes a forerunner for all 
reactors that will be developed in future. 
Kamini is at present the only operating 
research reactor utilising uranium 233, 
derived from thorium, available in plenty 
in beach sands of Kerala. 

Kamini would be primarily used 
for neutron radiography of irridated 
fuel of the Fast Breeder Test Reactor 
(FBTR). With this objective, the reactor 
had been placed beneath a hot cell of 
the radio metallurgy laboratory of 
IGCAR where the irridated fuel of FBTR 
was examined. Three beam tubes had 
€ilso been provided for extracting neu¬ 
tron beams. 

Kamini is a collaborative 
programme of Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC), Mumbai and IGCAR. 
Basic design, fuel, reflectors, nuclear in¬ 
strumentation and control systems have 
been provided by BARC, while the reac¬ 
tor tank and other vessels, biological 
shield, water systems, special ventilation 
system, power supply systems, infra¬ 
structure and utilities are provided by 


IGCAR. 

PERSONS 

Belo, Carlos Filipe Ximenes 

R oman CathoUc Bishop Belo, 48, 
shares this year's Nobel peace prize. 
He has been instrumental in prompting 
the Indonesian government to investigate 
the massacre of 270 peaceful protestors 
in 1991. In 1989, he asked the UN for a 
referendum and has criticised Indonesia's 
policy of sending ncm-Iimorese to the 
island. 

Curl, Robert F. 

a E of the three scientists who have 
sen honoured with the Nobel Prize 
for Chemistry. He works at the Rice Uni¬ 
versity in Houston, USA. 

Doherty, Peter 

A USTRALIA'S Peter Doherty is one of 
the two winners of this year's Nobel 
Prize for Medicine. A veterinary surgeon, 
he was given the award for his work on 
the body's immune system. 

Kroto, Harold W. 

H arold Kroto of Britain's University 
of Sussex is one of the scientists who 
shares this year's Nobel Prize for Chemis¬ 
try. The three scientists discovered carbon 
molecules that had the shape of a soccer 
ball, which they named 'ijuckminster- 
fuUerenes". 

Lee, David M. 

O J^E of die three scientists who have 
won this year's Nobel prize for phys¬ 
ics, Lee teaches at the Cornell University in 
USA. 

MiiTlees,JamesA. 

B orn in 1926, James Mirrlees of 
Britain's Cambridge University, who 
shares this year's Nobel prize for eco¬ 
nomics, has made major contributions 
in solving problems associated with 
optimal income taxes. He has taught in 
Africa, Pakistan and USA and devised 
an income tax system that was intended 
to provide the maximum amount of rev¬ 
enue. His own dteory led to the conclu¬ 
sion that progressive tax is not the best. 


Osheroff, Douglas C. 

"pROFESSOR at the Stanford Universitj 
1 in California, Osheroff shares thii 
year's Nobel prize for physics. The cita 
tion notes that it was "Osheroff's vigi 
lant eye" that noticed the change o 
Hclium-3 into a superfluid at low tern 
peratures. 

Richardson, Robert C. 

O NE of the scientists who have woi 
this year's Nobel prize for physics 
Richardson teaches at the Cornell Univer 
sity in USA. 

Singh, Gian 

G ian Singh, winner of the Victoria 
Cross in Burma in March, 1945 
died in Jalandhar on October 6, 199' 
at the age of 76. He was drafted in th 
Sikh Regiment after independence am 
fought during the Chinese aggressioi 
in 1962 and later in operations in Kash 
mir. His bravery stands out in the ex 
traordinary annals of the Victor! 
Cross. 

Smalley, Richard E. 

O NE of the three scientists who shar 
this year's Nobel Prize for Chemis 
try. He works at the Rice University ii 
Houston, USA, 

Swift, Graham 

W INNER of this year's Booker prizi 
Graham Swift, 47, has written man 
novels which have been translated into 2 
languages. He was the hot favourite fc 
the prize, which he won for his book. Las 
Orders. 

Szymboiska, Wislawa 

P OLISH poet Wislawa Szymborsl^ i 
the winner of this year's Nobel Priz 
for literature. She was cited for writin 
poetry with "ironic precision that allow 
the historical and biological context t 
come to Ught in fragments of human n 
ality". The Swedish academy quoted on 
of her poems. Nothing Twice and sai 
that she had disclaimed her earlier wor 
conforming to social realism at a tim 
when communist censorship held swa 
over Poland. 
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Vickery, WillMm 

C AN ADIAN bom William Vickery, one 
of the two recipients of this year's 
Nobel Prize for economics, concentrated on 
studying different types of auctions and 
how they can be best designed to generate 
economic efficiency. His research has been 
extended to practical applications, includ¬ 
ing the auction of US treasury bonds. He 
also urged railways and services to prevent 
congestion by charging peak rates at the 
busiest times of the day, which has become 
a common practice today. 

Vickery, who was born in 1914, died 
three days after winning the Nobel prize. 

Zinkemagel,Rolf 

A Swiss specialist in tropical diseases, 
xzUr Rolf Zinkemagel shares the Nobel 
Prize for medicine for his work on the 
body's immune system. 

PROJECTS 

Rail projects for N-E 

R ailway Minister Ram Vilas Paswan 
has announced two major projects 
worth Rs LS-SO crore for the North East. 
These projects will be outside the Railway 
budget and fully funded by the central 
exchequer. 

The two projects art—^Kumarghat- 
Agartala link costing Rs 1,000 crore and 
the Bhogibhil Bridge requiring an invest¬ 
ment of Rs 550 crore. The work on the 
projects will start next year. 

'Ihe projects arc a part of the economic 
development package of Rs 6,100 cnire an¬ 
nounced by Prime Minister Deve Gowda. 

RESEARCH 

Multiple languages dubbing 

D ubbing in multiple languages will 
be easier now with the launch of a 
computerised dubbing station at Pune by 
the Centre for Development of Advanced 
Computing (C-DAC). 

The station, named "Butterfly Dub¬ 
bing Station", was inaugurated on Oc¬ 
tober 22, 1996. The dubbing facilities 
developed by the C-DAC will reduce 
dubbing Hme and costs almost half of 
vyhat would otherwise be required in the 
conventional method which is also quite 
cumbersome. 


In the conventional method, the dub¬ 
bing artiste has to keep a constant watch 
on the picture to attain a synchronisation 
between the audio and the video. In the 
new station, the audio is stored in com¬ 
puter instead of audio tape which allows 
easy repositioning. 

Besides, the station also provides for 
the selection of the best audio take. Mul¬ 
tiple audio takes for a single line of dia¬ 
logue can be recorded and stored 
simultaneously in the computer. The 
best can be selected while discarding the 
rest. 

Brain surgery via nose 

S urgeons have perfected a bloodless, 
bninimally-invasive technique of op¬ 
erating on pituitary tumours by access¬ 
ing the brain through the nose. 

The "trans-sphenoidal" technique, 
which could deliver thousands of pitu¬ 
itary tumour patients from the trauma of 
conventional brain surgery, depends on 
support from the Eye, Nose and Throat 
(ENT) surgeon and the modern 
neuroendoscope. 

Reaching the pituitary, which also 
happens to be the organ most richly sup¬ 
plied with blood in the body, is very dif¬ 
ficult. For the patient, conventional 
surgery could mean not only such risks 
as partial paralysis from loss of brain tis¬ 
sue but also coping with prolonged and 
expensive recovery. The nasal approach 
has greatly simplified surgical treatment 
of pituitary tumours. 

SPACE 

Oxygen found on Jupiter moon 

A stronomers, using the HubWe 

space telescope, have discovered that 
Jupiter's largest moon, Ganymede, has a 
thin oxygen atmosphere and possibly au¬ 
roras at its poles, similar to the 'northern 
lights' on earth. Despite the presence of a 
small amount of oxygen, there was no 
sign that Ganymede supported life. Ul¬ 
traviolet observations of the moon led to 
the discovery of oxygen at concentrations 
similar to those found high above the 
earth about where the space shuttles or¬ 
bit. 


Canada to be ISRO's first customer for 
launches 

C ANADAis to be ISRO's first customer 
for launching of remote sensing and 
communication satellites. The two coun¬ 
tries signed an MdU to expand co-opera¬ 
tion in several space-related ventures on 
October 15,1996. 

Canadian Space Agency (CSA) presi¬ 
dent W.M. Mac Evans said that India h^d 
a good satellite launch vehicle programme 
and that it would consider launching its 
{ small satellites using Polar Satellite 
! Launch Vehicle (PSLV). 

India has already demonstrated its 
capability for launching 800 kg category 
satellites through two successful devel¬ 
opmental flights of PSLV in the last two 
years. The third PSLV developmental 
model will be launched in 1997. 

The launch of the Geostationary 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) hj 1998 will give 
ISRO the capability to launch large satel¬ 
lites of about 2,000 kg. 

Planet with roller-coaster-like orbit 
discovered 

A new planet that breaks all the rules 
las been found in orbit of a twinstar 
about 70 light-ypar from earth, in a con¬ 
stellation commonly known as the North¬ 
ern Cross. 

The new planet has a roller-coaster- 
like orbit that swoops down close to its 
central star and then swings far out into 
frigid fringes, following a strange 
eggshaped orbit that is unlike any other 
known planet. It is unlikely that life ex¬ 
ists on the new planet, because it is prob¬ 
ably more like the gaseous planets, such 
as Jupiter or Saturn, than the rocky plan¬ 
ets such as earth or Mars. 

During one part of its 804-day-long 
year is the planet's summer, then the 
planet swings far out, reaching a point 
253 million km from the star. This is its 
winter and it lasts more than .500 days. 

Most planets in tlie solar system have 
an almost circular orbit, like the earth, aiid 
most theories about stars is based on them 
settling into a drcular orbit. The eccentric 
orbit of the new planet adds a new dimen¬ 
sion that astronomers will have to consider 
in theories about planetary formation. 
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X 


SPORTS 


CHESS 

Chm Olympiad 

RUSSIA (38 points) and Georgia (30 points) 
wm the men's and women's chaitq>ion- 
ships respectively at the 32nd Qiess (Mym- 
piad played at Tferevan on October 2,1996. 
India notched up 27.5 pointe in the men's 
section and 23 points in the women's sec¬ 
tion. 

CRICKET 

UtalCup 

INDIA ^owed an inspered performance 
to beat South Africa by 35 runs and lift the 
Tital Cup. The final was played at Mund)ai. 

The Utan Cup triangular series was 
played between India, Australia and South 
Africa. 

Soudi Africa had remained unbeaten 
in all dieir legue matches. India won two 
out of their three matches with Australia, 
while one was washed out due to rains. 
Both the matches were won by India in a 
nail-bitting finish. Infact, the Mohall match 
become a virtual semi-final. 

Soutii Africa were clear favourite. But, 
once again they failed in dieir crucial match. 
Earlier, South Africa had lost in the semi¬ 
final of the Wills World Cup '96 inspite and 
doing very well in league matches. 

Cricketer of the Year 

BRIAN Lara of West Indies has been 
awarded the inaugural Ceat International 
Qicketer of the Year Award for 1995-%. The 
award is die first of its kind and takes a 
gbbal pei^Kcti ve in a 12-m(mdi period fiiom 
May 1 to April 30 by a well-defoed rating 
system. 

India-Attstralia one-off Test 
INDIA celebrated a Test victory against 
Australia after 15 years in a mat^ played 
at New Delhi on October 13,19%. India 
won by seven wickets. The newly insti¬ 


tuted Border-Gavaskar Trophy for the 
series was presented to Sachin Tendulkar 
The last time that India won a Test 
against Australia was in 1981 at 
Melbourne. 

Fastest cenfiiry 

PAKISTAN'S Shahid Afridi scored the 
fastest one-day international century ofi 
37 balls against Sri Lanka in a match played 
at Nairobi. 

Pakistan-Zimbabwe Test Series 
THE first Test between Pakistan and 
Zimbabwe, held at Sheikhupura, ended 
in a draw. Skipper Wasim Aluam hit 257 
with 12 sixes and broke the 63-year 
record set by Wally Hammond of En¬ 
gland who hit 10 sixes in his 336 not out 
against New Zealand in 1932-33. 

The second Test was won by Paki¬ 
stan to win the series 1-0. 

FOOTBALL 
Subroto Mukherjee Cup 
MADHYAMGRAM High School of 
West Bengal won the Subroto 
Mukherjee Cup for the seventh time, 
defeating Israel's Ort Natanya 3-2 in 
'sudden death' at the Ambedkar Sta¬ 
dium in New Delhi. 

GOLF 

DunhillCup 

S'TEVE Strieker helped USA win the 
Dunhill Cup by beating New Zealand 
2-1 at St Andrews, Scotland. He was file 
only player to win all five matches in the 
competition. 

HOCKEY 

MCC-Munigappa 'Qt^hy 
INDI^ Airlines beat Air India 2-0 in the 
74th iUl India MCC-Murugappa hockey 
tournament at Chennai. ' 


Xuber Gold Cup 

BORDER Security Force defeatkl'Tui^ab 
Police 3-2 in the Kuber Hockey Gold Cup 
final in Meerut Pui^ and Sind Bank beat 
Central Reserve Police Force 6-1 to finish 
third. 

POLO 

Tanishq Title 

INDIA 'A' defeated England 4-3 to claim 
the Tanishq all-star international arena pob 
title in New Delhi. 

SNOOKER 

NSCI Open invitation Snooker 
Ibumament 

YASIN Merchant won the National ^orts 
Club of India (NSCI) Invitation Open 
Snooker Tournament, beating Sonic 
Multani in six straight frames in the best 
of 11 final played at Mumbai. 

TABLE TENNIS 

World Cup Title 

LIU Guoliang of China won the World 
Cup title by beating Sweden's Jan-Ove 
Waldner. 

TENNIS 

Shriram Open Tennis Championship 
SANDEEP Kirtaneandjhanavi Pardch won 
the men's and lyomen's title, respectively, 
in the Shriram Open Tbnnis Championship 
in New Delhi. The under-16 boys and girls 
titles woe won by Ajay Ranuwamy and 
Sheetal Gautam respe^vely. 

FEDERAnON CUP 
MONICA Sdes of the US bMt Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario 3-6,6*3,6-3 toend Spain's 
three-year reign in the Federation Cup 
Wsmen’s tennis championship,. Hie 
team swept Spain 5-0 for America's 
15th victory in file evoit, fiieir first since 
1990. 
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Question Box 


Q. I would like to become a film 
lirector-but'I do not know how I can 
ealise my ambition. Which course 
rould bf!. ttseful to me? 

-r-C. Riikcsh Kumar, Hyderabad (A.P.) 

A. You can join a course at the Film 
nd Television Training Institute of India, 
'une. Alternately, you can join a theatre 
nstitute and learn the art of direction. 

Q. 1 like tp paint and would like to 
lo a course in fine arts. Would it be use- 
ttl in getting a job? 

—Abhiram Das, Jajpur fOrissai 

A. There is a great demand for good 
rtists and visualisers and many new areas 
lave opened up. Ideally, for a good job, 
'ou should do a course in applied arts and i 
Iso get familiarity with computer tech- j 
liques. |f you ate good, getting a job would 
lot be difficult. 

Q. My blind addiction for civil ser- 
dces led me to overlook other avenues 
ind after four attempts I am at a loss what 
0 do. At present I am teaching in a school, 
’lease guide me what 1 should do. 

—M.K. Sahop, Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) 

A. You are not alone in your predica- 
nent. Many young people waste their time 
n unsuccessful attempts in the. civil ser- 
/ices. The lesson to be learnt from your 
•xample is that one should keep oiie's op- 
ions open even while preparing for com¬ 
petitive exams. Anyway, since you have 
dready lost valuable years, it would not 
3e advisable to start pursuing a new ca¬ 
reer. It would be wisel® continue with your 
leaching job and look for better paying 
options. To augment your income, you can 
start taking tuitions. You can also do a 
diploma by ccvfsspondence in a subject of 
your choice and'gradually shift to a new 
profession mpgse ypp do not like teach¬ 
ing. 


Q. Is there any financial institution 
to provide loans to students for higher 
study abroad? Is any government 
scheme available? 

—Kumud Ranjan, Sitamarhi (Bihar) 

A. Loans for higher studies are avail¬ 
able from certain banks. Policies are also 
available from the Life Insurance Corpiv 
ration (LIC) which come in useful when 
money for higher education is required. 

If no policies were taken out by your par¬ 
ents, they would have to take a loan 
against security from a bank. 

Q. Certain medicines are to be ap¬ 
plied on the body and are not swal¬ 
lowed. Will they not have an effect when 
I swallowed? 

—Rupesh Kumar, Darjeeling 

A. Certain medicines have a local ac¬ 
tion, that is, they effect the part of the body i 
directly. They may also contain certain 
additives which are harmful when taken 
internally. Medicines should thus be ad¬ 
ministered under medical supervision or 
the instructions on the package, in the case 
ot ointments etc, should be followed. 

Q. If anyone invents a new theory, 
what should be the appropriate forum to 
present it? What is the process for a pen- 
son to be nominated for the Nobel Prize? 

Sidlieslavar Mishra, Cuttack (Orissa) 

A. Any theory must be scientifically 
validated. Depending on ite nature, it 
could be patented. You can apply to De¬ 
partment of Science and Technology for 
help. For the Nobel Prize, a person would 
have to be nominated for consideration 
by the awarding conunittee. Confidential 
nominations from all over the world are 
usually invited before they are finalised. 

Q. i would like to do Masters in- 
Social Welfare (MSW). Which institutes 


offer this course? 

—faya Mukherjee, Bokan? 

Q. Can I do MSW by correspon¬ 
dence? 

-^Sudeskna Sarkar, Murshidabad (HB) 

A. Many universities and private in¬ 
stitutes offer die MSW course, berth as a 
regular course as well as through corre¬ 
spondence. Look out in newspapers for 
admission notices of institutes, ^me of 
these are featured in our Admission Alert 
column. 

Q. 1 have problem is expressing my¬ 
self. When asked a question, I want to 
speak but my voice simply does not 
I come out. I also start shivering. How 
I can I remove this shortcoming? 
j —Ram Ijtchhan, Ahmcdgarh (Punjab) 

1 A. The only way to remove this defect 
is through practice. Speak to others as you 
would speak to your friends. It is a gradual 
process and it will take a lor^ tune to over¬ 
come this defect.You can also refer to books 
on speaking which would be helpful. In rase 
you still cannot get over it, seek professional 
help from a teacher or a psychologist. 

Q. I am preparing for MBA. Please 
tell me the names of the institutes which 
hold their tests from May 1997 onwards. 

Shikha Agarwal, Kart (U.P.) 

A. Keep track of our Admission Alert 
column and also newspapers from March/’ 
April 1997 onwards. Also refer to issues of 
dw CoMmmoN Mast^k for last year which 
will pve you an idea about die institutes 
which hold their tests from May emwards. 

Q. Which in better: MFC or MBA? 

—•Rajesh Mishra, ’Yamututnagar (Haryana) 

Q. Is MBA better than ICWA? 

—Vishal Skartm, Bhopal (M.P) 
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A. II appenas on wnai a person wants to ao. wnat is gooaior 
may or may not be as good for the other. 

Q. Who painted 'The Last Supper'? 

—Kulvinder Shigb SaMiemvil. New Delhi 
A. U'onardo Da Vinci. The painting depicts the moment when 
jesus reveals to his disciples that one of them will betray him. 

Q. I have joined a graduate computer course from a pri¬ 
vate institute. Will I be able to get a good job after it? 

—laifdeep Chose, Hooghly (West Bengal) 
A. Since you have already joined the course, we suggest you 
work hard and become a good professional, which will help you get 
a job. However, your institute should help you find an answer and 
you ran also see the jobs that your seniors have been able to get. 

Q. Where can 1 get information on rural development 
and rusil; poverty alleviation schemes? 

—Saibal Banerjee, Alwar (Rajasthan) 
A. Please refer to Current Affairs and Backgrounders published 
by Klianna Brothers, which carries a chapter on rural develop¬ 
ment and poverty alleviation schemes. 


U. i stuay in aass m nmen sunjects sliouia i tmee up 
which will help me get through IAS? 

—Priyanka Haider, Durgapur fWesf Bengal) 

A. We are often asked this question and the answer is that 
you should choose what you are interested in. If you like a subject, 
you will put in more efforts to know .about it. Please do not take 
subjects on die advice of other people, something you don't like, 
which will only create problems for you later on. 

Q. 1 appeared in many examinations but failed as my 
English is not good. How can i know about common errors 
and increase my word power? 

~H.P. Nagaraj, Adoni (A.P.) 

A Follow a good book on grammar. As for vocabulary, you 
must develop the habit of extra reading and look up the words in 
a dictionari or thesaurus. The Comprltfion Master regularly pub¬ 
lishes tests which vou should do. 

Q. What is pop music? 

—Ranjeef jha. Brnipafti (Bihar) 

A 'I’op' is used for ‘popular music'. Today, it has come to 
mean Fnglish songs. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Smaller States 

Q. 'Small is beautiful'. In the light 
of the saying, substantiate your views 
on the formation of smaller Stales in 
the Indian Union. Your views should 
be based on history, present socio*eco* 
nomic conditions and future pros¬ 
pects. 

Ans. Though the demand for the cre¬ 
ation of smaller States on the basis of socio¬ 
economic conditions has been simmering 
for quite sometime, the announcement re¬ 
garding the formation of Uttarakhand State 
has opened the proverbial Pandora's box. 
There is every likelihood that the Union 
government may have to appoint a com¬ 
mission on the lines of the earlier States' 
Reorganisation Commission to go into the 
entire gamut of justification and economic 
viability of smaller States. There is no de¬ 
nying *e fact that there are always fac¬ 
tors that justify die creation of smallStates 
so that they can be administered, devel¬ 
oped and involved in the overall progress 
and prosperity of the people concerned and 
the country at,large. 

If there is any lesson to be learnt from 
Indian history, it is that both the Centre 
and the States have to be strong in their 
respective areas of operation and perfor¬ 
mance. As such, there is nothing wrong 
in creating mete Stales if the legitimate 
aspiratiims^and administrative needs so 
requite. If in the earlier reorganisation 
of State, language was the determining 
factor, now me reasons for smaller States 
may be dliferent but certainly more genu¬ 
ine and urgmt. A commission conq>ri8- 
ing experts in various fields an go iiito 
the issue of having smaller States and 
thufrtecommatd furcation dr division 
of big Sfates for sodo-economic devel¬ 
opment and speedy redressal of peoples' 


grievances. 

Formation of new States is not the 
panacea for ills such as economic indial- 
ances, backwardness, poverty and illiteracy. 
Despite the fact that the State of Assam has 
been divided into a number of smaller 
States, there is not much progress to boast 
of in the entire nordi-east region. Insur¬ 
gency, ethnic violence and border disputes 
still stare us in the face. The purpose for 
which .so many Stales were carved out re¬ 
mains unfulfilled with all the attendant 
consequences that are highly harmful for 
the security and integrity of the region. 
Unless corrective measures are taken and 
the problems afflicting the lives of the 
people are addressed, smaller States can 
not better the lot of the people. Politicians 
must bear in mind that the creation of 
more States is for the pxc^ess and pros¬ 
perity of the area not to gratify their greed 
for power. 

If the demand for the formation of 
more States gathers ixKHnentum and the 
proposed commission recommends creat¬ 
ing more States, it should be made clear 
that national assets like rivers, belong to 
the country and no boundary disputes will 
: be allowed. No State should be carved out 
' simply on the demand of parochial or 
chauvinistic fortes, that are out to de¬ 
stroy the composite cultural fabric of the 
pol i ty. Creation of more States should not 
fuel regional sentiments over national 
considerations.'We have already had 
plenty of probletns bom out of the son- 
of-the-soii theory and the conflict be¬ 
tween locals versus outsiders and natives 
versus migrants. 

Improvfa^ working oondititms for 
career women 

Q, Suggest ftree efiectivemeasuKs 


to improve woricing condition for ca¬ 
reer or workiitg women in India. 

Ans. En^owerment of women who 
constitute nearly fifty per cent of our p<^ui> 
iation, has been on the agenda of every 
political party. Some of the measures 
taken so far in fills direction have been 
the grant the voting rights to women <^nd 
reservation of seats for them in rural as 
well as in urban elected bodies. Their 
entry into the work-force has made a 
distinct impact on their status and eco¬ 
nomic independence. But they face prob¬ 
lems and even harassment to keep both 
the home and work-place in good shape 
and humour. 

Striking a balance between her home 
and office, the career woman walks a 
knife's edge, quite often earning noth¬ 
ing more than complaints on the home 
front and discrimination in the office, 
besides indecent remarks and gestures 
on the roads, buses and other public 
places. It is at home that charity has to 
begin first. Members of the family, 
whether young or old, have to be taught 
to bear with a working house-wife, who 
is always under mental stress and physi¬ 
cal pressure. Unlike an ordinary house¬ 
wife, the career woman has to manage 
and acquit herself to the satisfaction of 
her superiors in office and dependants 
at home. Since no major shift in atti¬ 
tudes and working conditions can be 
effected in fiie work-place, it is the mem¬ 
bers of the family who can be made to 
share her burden and show due consid¬ 
eration to her. 

Most women agree that men have 
come to accept their incrosing presence 
among them as equal. Howevei} some men 
sfiU d^tve sadistic pleasure when fitey 
harass their women colteagues because 
th^ perceive them as strong competitors 
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While others behave as if "they were wTeak- 
ing vengeance on them for venturing out 
of homes". In order to correct this distor¬ 
tion in male perception, the attitude ot tlie 
society has to changed through exem¬ 
plary behaviour by some and its emula¬ 
tion by others. 

In a nuclear family, the career wife 
has to manage two fronts with paucity 
of time and energy. For such career- 
women, the establishment of creches or 
availability of baby-sitters at reasonable 
charges is a requirement that must be 
made available. This will free her from 
the tension of rearing her child in a safe 
environment. 

Banning of fairs and festivals 

Q. If all the fairs and festivals are 
banned in the world, what will happen. 
Mention three possible consequences if 
such a situation takes place. 

Abs. There is no gainsaying the fact 
that the spectrum ol life, whether indi¬ 
vidual, community, national or even in¬ 
ternational, is rich and ringing simply 
because of its cultural legacy or heritage. 
Besides the myriad faces of land-scape, 
varied seasons and climates, spectacular 
scenes that nature offers in flora and 
fauna the rcle\ ante and a'verence oi fairs 
and festivals all over the world, are a treat 
and feast hi themselves indeed. If all fairs 
and festivals are banned, we will all be 
potirer. 

fairs ii'ul iVstUiils are the lite-bl'Hul 
ot a nation. Their occurrence at different 
points of time are like a fresh whiff of air in 
an otherwise boring life of a community, 
group orreligious congregation. Once these 
colourful and cultural manifestations ol 
past history and traditions are erased, 
people will be left high and dry to lead an 
uninteresting and uninspiring life. Their 
link with their past heritage will be 
snapped and they will have to cope with 
the new situation with a heavy heart and 
a resentful mind. The coming generations 
will be deprived of the knowledge, ecstasy 
and excellence that these fairs and festi¬ 
vals represent. 

M(ist tairsand fesUv.ils are associated 
with seasonal changes, harvesting occa- 
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skms, legends and memorable events, birth 
of some religions and siqireme sacrifices 
made in the name of ri^teousness and 
truth, {irid the like. Their disappearance will 
bring about a vacuum in the lives of com¬ 
munities and religious groups. Numerous 
festivities, gaiety and fervour that these 
fairs and festivals provide to the people of 
all hues, will vani^ leavir^ behind a bit¬ 
ter trail of boredom and banal execution of 
routine activities. The happy and healthy 
changes that fairs and festivals bring about 
I in the social atmosphere and among dif¬ 
ferent communities, will receive a severe 
set-back. For a country like India, fairs 
and festivals provide a much-desired op¬ 
portunity to renew old friendships and 
relations among members of different re¬ 
ligious groups and thus foster an emo¬ 
tional integration and a common national 
legacy. 

The celebration of fairs and festivals 
also means an impetus to economic activ¬ 
ity. People look forward to buying new 
things, wearing new clothes and ex^ang- 
ing gifts with near and dear ones during 
festival. When these are banned, how many 
hands will be unemployed and how many 
hearts will be deprived of their excitement, 
exuberance and exhilaration, is difficult to 
describe in words. That will be a sad day 
; indeed w'hen all fairs and festivals are 
banned by an all-powerful lunatic or a 
perverted mind. 

' Assessment of teachers by 
students 

Q. Some people feel that students 
in colleges and universities should as¬ 
sess their teachers. Give two arguments 
in favour and two against the proposi¬ 
tion. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. The speed with which teaching as 
a noble vocation has degenerated into 
part-time business for many a college and 
university teacher calls for a drastic rem¬ 
edy. If some right thinking people feel tihat 
I the malady of waywardness and truancy 
I on the part of teachers has readied such 
; a stage as needs an urgent operation, ffieir 
I voice should be given a patient hearing 

I 


and the remedy suggested by them be 
given a feir triai. Heavens wo^d not fall 
if in future the students, both at the col¬ 
lege and university levels, are adeed ^ 
assess their teachers and on their assess^ 
ment the promotion or demotion irf teach¬ 
ers is de^ed. So far ffiis role has been 
played by seniors but the sorry state of 
affairs, can brook no such nonsense any 
longer 

2. Absenteeism or casual attitude to¬ 
wards teaching at the college and uni¬ 
versity levels has assumed alarming 
proportions. Since higher education in 
India is based on Western values or yard¬ 
sticks, there is no harm if we emulate 
their practice in the field of assessment 
of teachers by students here also. If 
Western standards and orientation is 
good for academic and research excel¬ 
lence, why should we shy away from the 
proposition that 'students should evalu¬ 
ate the performance of their teachers' to 
stem the rot and rejuvenate the sick-sys- 
tem? 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. The advocates of the proposition 
seem to assume too much as far as the 
intelligence and objectivity of our students 
is concerned, Perhaps they are not aware 
of the fact that quite a large number of 
students at the college and university lev¬ 
els come for fun and frolic only. Some of 
them hardly know the faces of their teach¬ 
ers or the location of their class rooms. To 
ask them to assess their teachers is like 
putting the cart before the horse. Thus the 
remedy suggested by some right thinking 
people may prove worse than the disease. 
If degeneration has taken place in the 
teaching vocation, it is a reflection of an 
all-round erosion of values and commit¬ 
ments over comforts and monetary ben¬ 
efit. 

2. Moreovei^ students both at the col¬ 
lege and university levels have become 
highly politicised. They judge every issue 
wi& a jaundiced eye ^t their political 
mentors have injected. They are h^y 
emotional and iounature as far as the cre¬ 
dentials and acadonic accoiqolishments d 
their tokchers are concerned. We cannot 
hand over such a big responsibility to such 
a lot. 
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Quantitative Aptitude 

Assistant Station Masters’ Exam (RRB, Bombay), 9th June, 1996 


4-^6 

1. Find the value of ? 

(a) ^ (i») 17 (c) 2 (d) 1 

2. A grcxKr mixes 26 kg of tea which costs him Rs 2.00 
a kg with 30 kg of tea which costs Rs 3.60 a kg and sells the 
mixture at Rs 3.00 a kg. What is the total percentage of gain? 

(a) 8% {b) 5% (c) 10% 

(fif) No profit, no loss 

3. For what value t>f n, the number 5rx3457 is divisible 
by 11? 

(«) 2 (h) 3 (c) 4 (d) 9 

4. The ratio of the perimeters of two squares is 3:4. The 

ratio of their areas will bo. 

(a) 3:4 (h) 9 .If, (c) '/3:3 {d) <3:2 

5. Find n if n : 3.6 = 3.6 : 2.4? 

(a) 4.8 (h) 2.4 fc) 3.6 (d) 5.4 

6. f low many pieces of ckith each 8 metres long can be 
cut from a roll of 640 kms? 


(a) 80 {h) 800 (c) 8000 (d) 80,000 

7. The area of a triangle is 126 sq metres and its base is 
28 mctrt's. Find the height? 

(a) 18 metres (h) 12 metres (c) 9 metres 

(d) 6 metres 

8. Solve for n; n - — - = 850? 

(fl) 1000 (h) 1500 (c) 1800 

(d) 2000 (e) None of these 

9. Find the least number which when decreased by 11 
is divisible by 14,15,21,22 and 60? 

(a) 3349 (b) 3352 (c) 4631 (d) 3381 

10. A and B awer a certain distance at the speeds which 
are in the ratio 3 : 4. A takes 20 minutes more than B to reach 
the destination. In what time A reaches the destination? 

(a) 1 ^ hr ({>) 2 hrs (c) 2^ hrs (d) 1 ^ hrs 

11. 12^% of a certain money is Rs 4350. Find five times 
that sum? 

(fl) Rs348 (b) Rs3480 (c) Rsl740 

(d) Rs 362.50 


12. Sctlve the following: 



(«) t (fr) I (f) ^ i 

13. The average of 7 members is 39 and the average of 3 


of them is 27. Find the average of the odrer four. 

(a) 45 (b) 46 (c) 47 (d) 48 

14. A150 metre long train moving at a speed of 30 m/sec 
passes a man moving in opposite direction with a speed of 
5 m/sec. How many seconds will it take the train to pass the 
man? 

(fl) 3 (b) 4| (c) 4 (d) 6 

(e) Ncme of these 

15. A train starts from Agra to Mathura at a speed of 60 
kmph and reaches there in 45 minutes. If on return its speed 
is reduced by 10%, how long will it take to reach Agra from 
Mathura? 

(fl) 1 hour 10 minutes (b) 50 minutes 

(c) 1 hour (d) 1 hour 20 minutes 

(e) None of these 

16. If 45 men complete a piece of work in 30 days work¬ 
ing 12 hours a day, in how many days will 60 men complete 
that work working 10 hours a day? 

(fl) 31 (b) 29 (c) 27 (d) 33 

(e) None of these 

17. A ifiap has been drawn with scale as 0.8cm = 8.8km. 
What is the actual distance between the points shown 80.5 
ems apart on the map? 

(fl) 885.5 km (b) 905 km (c) 700 km (d) 990 km 

18. 10 men or 18 boys can complete a piece of work in 15 
days. In how many days will 25 men and 15 boys complete 
the double of that work? 

(fl) I (b) 9 (c) 36 (d) 18 

(e) None of these 

19. If a co^in sum amounts to Rs 8820 in 3 years and to 
Rs 9261 in 4 years at compound interest, what is the rate per 
cent per annum? 

(fl) 4% (b) 3% (c) 5% (d) 6% (c) 7% 

20. Ram and Shyam jointly lend out Rs 17261 at 5% per 
annum compound interest such that the Ram's amount for 2 
years is the same as is the Shyam's amount for 5 years. By 
how much does the Ram's sum exceed the Siyam's sum? 

(fl) Rs8000 (b) Rs9261 (c) Rs 4000 (d) Rsl261 

21. If the principal of Rs 600 amounts to Rs 720 in 4 years 
at simple interest, what will it amount to, if the rate of interest 
is raised by 2%. 

(a) Rs760 (b) Rs780 (c) R8768 

(d) R8 792 (e) Us 765 

22. Acertain sum of money was deposited in a bank and 
it became twofold in 10 ymrs. What is the rate of simple 
interest? 
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(a) 8 % {b) 15% (c) 12% (d) 10% (e) 14% 

23. What prinapal at 10% per annum interest will bring 

the same simple mterest in 1 ^ years as is brought by a prin¬ 
cipal of Rs 500 at 5% per annum interest in 6 years? 

(a) Rs.2000 (b) RslSOO (c) RsieOO (d) RslOOO 
(t’) None of these 

24. Selling an article Varun earns ^th of its cost price as 

tlie pixitit. If he sold the article tor Rs 375, what was the cost 
price of It? 

(a) Ri.275 (b) Rs300 (c) Rs320 

(d) Rs325 (e) Rs350 

25. The marked price of an article is Rs 150. Two suc¬ 
cessive discounts are allowed on it. If the second discount 

be 12|% and the selling price of the article be Rs 105, what 

was his first discount? 

(a) 1.5% (1?) 20% (c) 10% (d) 25% (c) 30% 

26. A manufacturer gains 5% horn a retailer on an ar¬ 
ticle, who subsequently earns a profit of 8 % on his Investment 
from the purctuser. If the article costs the purchaser Rs 
283.50, how much had the manufacturer spent cm the article? 

(a) Rs270 (b) Rs260 (c) R 8 265 (d) R 8 250 

27. A bookseller sold two books at the rate of Rs 240 per 
book. If he gains 20% over the sale of one book and loses 20% 
on the other, what did he gain or lose cm the whole outlay? 

(a) gain of Rs 20 (5) loss of Rs 10 

(c) loss of Rs 20 (d) neither loss nor gain 

(V) None of these 

28. A tradesman marks the price of his gcxxls 40% above 
its actual cost price. If he allows 10% discount on the marked 
price, what percentage of profit does he receive? 

la) 30% (b) 36% (c) 40% (d) 26% (e) 20% 

29. In a factory there are employed 600 men and 400 
women and their average daily wage is Rs Z55. If a woman 
worker receives 50 paise per day less than a male worker 
does, what are the daily wages of each female worker? 

(rt) Rs2.50 (b) Rs2.25 (c) Rs2.75 

Id) Ra2.00 (c) Rs2.20 

.30. Two years before, the average age of 8 members of a 
family was 20 years. If the present average of the family, even 
on the inclusion of one child, remains the same, what is die 
present age of the child? 

(a) 2yr9 (b) 6 yrs (c) 4yr5 

(d) 8 yrs (c) lOyrs 

31. A train has to travel a distance of 360 km. If it covers 

^rd of the total distance at 30 km/hr, 7 th at 20 km/hr and the 
3 4 

remaining distance in 6 ^ hrs, what is the average speed of the 

train in km/hr? 

(a) 36 ({)) 24 (c) 32 (d) 25 (e) None of these 

32. The average age of 20 boys is 14 years. A boy of age 
16 leaves diem and a new boy occupies his place. Now, i| 
average age is 13.8 years, what is the age of the new coiner? 

(a) 14 years (l>) ISyears (c) 115 years 

(a) 12 years (e) None of these 


33. Square root of 0.0016 is; 

(a) 0.04 (b) 0.4 (c) 0.004 (d) 4. 

34. If = What is the value of X? ' ' ’ 

(a) 1125 (b) 28 (c) 56 (d) 24 

35. Thevalueof®x^x^J-is: 

(it) 3 (b) 35.96 (c) 10.83 (d) 5.36 

(r) None of these • ' • 

16 9 

36. Square rcxit of is: 

Ad *6 

/ » 9 ,.,13 , , 13 

(fl) ig W 14 (c) ig 

(d) 1-^ (e) None of these 

lo 

37. TWo partners respectively invest Rs 125(X) and Rs 
8500 in a business. If in the proht one partner receives Rs 300 
mone than the other, what is the total profit? 

(«) Rsl475 (b) Rsl675 (c) Rsl575 
id) Rsl570 (c) Rsl585 

38. Ram, Shyam and Mohan rent a pasture for grazing 
die cows for Rs 500. Ram grazed 15 cows for 6 months and 
Shyam grazed 12 cows for 5 months. If Mohan grazed 25 
cows for 4 months in the pasture, what rent will te paid by 
Mohan? 

(a) RslSO (b) Rs200 (c) Rs250 

(d) Rs240 (e) Rs220 

39. Rahim, Karim and Shamim invest Rs 2000, Rs 3000 
and Rs 4000 respectively m a business. Rahim wiOidraws his 
capital 4 months later and Karim withdraws his capital 8 
months later. If at the end of the year they make a proht of Rs 
900, what will Rahim receive out of the profit? 

(e) Rs270 ib) Rsl80 (c) Rs540 

id) Rs90 (c) Rsl20 

40. ^rd of the marks obtained by Komal in music is 

equal to her marks obtained in English. If her aggregate in 
both the subjects be 160, how many marks did she obtain in 
music? 

(fl) 40 ib) 60 ic) 80 id) 90 (e) 120 

41. A certain sum was divided amidst A, B and C such 
that when A gets Re 1, B gets 65 paisa and C gets 40 paisa. If 
C's share be ^ 40, what was the total sum? 

(«) Rs82 ib) Rs 126.15 (c) Rsl05 

id) Rs205 ie) None of these 

42. If A: B = 3; 4 and B: C « 8:9 then A: B; C is equal 
to: 

(fl) 8:6:9 (6) 6,8:9 (c) 9:8:6 (d) 3:32:9 

43. A log 90 metres long is coloured white, blade and 
blue in the ratio of 5:6 :7. What is the length of the white 
portion in metres? 

(a) 30 ib) 15 (c) 20 (d) 25 (e) None of these 

44. IfRs3060bedivid«dinihentioof'|:^:^,whatwiil 

be tlffi value of the second paif? 

(a) Ra6B0 (5) Rs340 (c) Rsl360 
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.. (<Q RslO 20 , (e) None of these 

45. Ram and 9iyam together can do a work in 8 days. 
Both jointly started a work. Ram fell ill after 3 days, ^yam, 
working arane, completed the remaining work in 15 days. In 
how many days can Shyam alone complete the work? 

(fl) 20 (b) 16 (c) 18 

(d) 24 (e) None of these 

46. Ram, Shyam and Mohan jointly did a work for 
which they were paid Rs 63.35 as remuneraticm. If the whole 
of work is completed by Ram, Shyam and Mohan in 2 days, 
4 days and 8 days lespectively, what diould be paid to Shyam 
as remuneration? 

(a) Rs 10.15 (b) Rs6020 (c) Rs9.05 (d) Rs 18.10 

47. Two pipes can separately fill up a cistern in 2 hours 
and 3 hours respectively. If both the pipes are open simul¬ 
taneously, in how many minutes the cistern will be filled? 

(a) 60 (b) 80 (c) 72 

(d) 51 (e) None of these 

48. The rate of sugar rises from Rs 6.00 per kg to Rs 7.50 
per kg. By what per cent should a consumer reduce the 
cortsumption of sugar so that he may not have to increase 
expenses on sugar? 

(a) 25% (b) 30% (c) 20% 

{d) 15% (e) None of these 

49. In an examination 51% students failed in English 
whereas 45% failed in Mathematics. If 21% students feil^ in 
both the subjects and 169 students passed the examination, 
what is the total number of students who appeared in the 
examination? 


(a) 500 (b) 600 (c) 660 

(d) 676 (c) None of these 

50. If the price of pressure cooker is increased by 15% 
and the number of pressure cookers to be sold declines by 
15%, what effect it will have on the amount of money 
received from sale? 


(a) No effect ( 6 ) fall of 15% 

(c) fall of 2.25% id) faUof7.5% 

(e) None of these 

' 51. If 75% of 480 ss ? X 15, by which of the following 
numbers should the sign of interrogation {?), be replaced? 


(a) 32 (b) 360 (c) 18 (d) 24 

(e) None of these 

52. Which of the following is the value of: 

0.4 X 0.4 X 0.4 - 0.3 X 0.3 X 0.3 


0.8 X 0.8 X 0.8 - 0.6 x 0.6 x 0.6 
(fl) 0.25 (b) 1.75 (c) 1.25 

(d) 0.125 ' (e) None of these 
4.669 X 4.669 - 2.331 x 2331 

' (4.669f + (2331)* + 4.669 x 4.662 
(a) 0.668 (b) 0.334 (c) 0.167 (d) 7.000 

(e) None of these 

54. Whaf is the value of of (2 ^ of 2|)? 


53. Find the value of- 


(a) 5 (b) 2 (c) 1 


(d) W Ncme of these 


2 

55. A houselady bums 27 kg of fuel every week, ^rd of 

the fud is wood and foe rest is coal If one year counts 52 
weeks, what is foe amount of coal spent during the whole 
year? 

(a) 465 kilogram (b) 468 kilogram (c) 470 kg 
(d) 471kg (e) Noneofthese 

56. Man Mohan spends -^th of his income to meet his 

4 

pocket expenses and ^th remainder to meet other exper^ses. 

If he saves Rs 48 per month, what is his monthly income!^ 

(a) Rs360 (b) Rs400 (c) Rs320 

(d) Rs300 (f) Ncme of these 

1 ' 

57. -th of foe viewers of a football match were sitting 

under covered shade whereas 4(XX) viewers sat in open 
ground. What was foe total number of viewers? 

(a) 4500 (b) 4400 (c) 4800 (d) 4200 

58. Find out the LCM of and 

(a) 40 (b) 3 (c) 13| (d) 37 

(e) Noneofthese 

59. A military officer wants his soldiers to fall in row.s of 
12,15,18 and 20 soldiers each. He also wants his soldiers to 
form a solid square, what is the minimum number of soldiers 
required? 

(a) 180 (b) 360 (c) 900 (d) 1440 

(c) Noneofthese 

60. A trademan has three qualities of oil in the quantity 
of 403 litres,434 litres and 465 litres. He wants to fill these in 
different tins of same capacity. What should be the least 
required number of tins? 

(a) 21 (b) 42 (c) 7 (d) 84 

(e) Noneofthese 

61. Komal, Sumati and Meetu bought some pictures, all 
having equal costs. If they spent Rs 3, Rs 6.75 and Rs 5.75 
respectively in buying them, what is the maximum price of 
picture? 

(a) Re 1.75 (b) Re 1.50 (c) Re 0.50 (d) Re 0.75 

(e) Noneofthese 

62. What is twice foe difference between the biggest and 
smallest 5-digit numbers formed with digits 0,2,3 ,6 and 7? 

(a) 101906 (b) 71816 (c) 111906 

(d) 116226 (e) Noneofthese 

63. What is the ten's digit in the product of 
207 x 781x39 x 94? 

(a) 9 (b) 1 (c) 7 (d) 2 (r) Noneofthese 

64. How many prime numbers are there between 1 and 

20 ? 

(a) 6 (b) 9 (c) 8 7 (e) Noneofthese 

6 5. The difference betwWft tfte place Values of both the 
2'sin3212is: 

(a) 0 (b) 197 (c) 198 (d) 288 (e) Noneof these 
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10. (fl) 


11. (c) 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

4-V6 2'^+t/ 3 8V2-2Vi2+4V3-Vi8 

^ -rri- 

8^-4V3 4-4^-3^ 5>S’ ff- 

“ 5 ~ 5 " ^ 

Gain = 3 X (26 + 30) - (2 X 26 + 30 X 3.60) = Rs 8 

Gain% = j^xl00 = 5% 

Sum of digits at odd places = 7 + 4 + n = ll+n 

Sum of digits at even places = 5+ 3 + 5 = 13 

Difference = 11 + n-13 = n- 2 

Clearly n = 2 if this diff. is 0 or divisible by 11 

then the no. is divisible by 11 

Let the perimeters of two squares be 3x and 4x 

3x 4* 

.•. Sides are —, — 

4 4 

Ratio of areas = (^)^: = 9:16 

nx2.4 = 3.6x3.6 .■.n=~^=5.4 

2.4 

, . 640x1000 _ 

No. of pieces =-g-= 80,000 

„ 2A 2x126 „ 

n n 180n-15n-12n 

"-12-15'®“"'-MO-®“ 

153 

LCM of 14,15,21,22,60 = 4620 
Reqd no. = 4620 +11 = 4631 
Inverse ratio. Let the time taken by A be t hrs 

*~60 3 , 4 -1, 

— = -ort = 3 = l3hr 

12^% of n = 4350 =» Y X ^ X X = 43.50 => X = 348 
5x = 5 x 348 = Rsl740 


12. (c) 


13. id) 

14. (b) 

15. ib) 


1 

7 ~ 147-7 “137 


^“48 ^“48 48 


Reqd average=^ [7 X 39 - 3 X 27] = 48 

o .. 150 150 30 .2 

Reqd time = ^ = -^ = y = 4 7 secs 

D = S X t = 60 x-^ = 45 km 
ou 

dR hrs AR 

Reqd time =-jjr = ^ x 60 = 50 minutes 

100 


16. (c) Men hrs days mure men less daiNj 

45 12 30 60 ; 45 I 

60 10 X less hrs mure davi. ^ 

10 : 12 

30x45x12 „ 

■■•’‘““So^ro 

17. [a) Actual distance = = 885.5 km 

O.o 

18. (b) lOM = 18B .-. 25 M = " X 25 = 45, 

25M + 15B = 4.5B + 15 = 60B 

Boys Work Days 


30 ; X. 


60 Ih I 

1 2 / 


15 • X 


15x18x2 

19. (c) Interest for 1 year = 9261 - 8820 = 441 

. R_iiL^iQ0. 

20. (d) Let Shyam's share be Rs X 

■■■ ATS X (1 + ^^)' = (17261 - X) (1 + X . 8000 

Ram's share - 17261 - 8000 9261 
Diff=9261 - 8m0 - Rs 1261 

21. R.f720-6p0jx.ip0^3„^^ 

600 X 4 

SI ^ ^ ^ ^ = 768 

iiKJ 

22. (d) P=Rs 100 A = Rs200 


.-. SI = Rs 100 


R_H»xipp_ 

100x10 


23. (d) Px^®jX^ = 500x:j^x6 .-.P^folOOO 

24. (b) LetCP. = Rs\ 

% 

.-. S.P. =x+;=.375=> x = Rs300 
4 

100-^ 

25. (b) 150 X ^ ) = 105 .-. x = 20% 

26. (d) Money spent by manufacturer 

'“3.50x^x-|Jg = fo250 

Total C.P. = 200 + 300 = Rs 500 
Totals.?. =240 x 2 = 480 
Loss = 500 - 480 = Rs 20 

28. (b) LetCPbeRslOO.-. MP = Rsl(X) + 40 = Rsl40 
90 

SP = 140x^ = 126 
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OoliMpondOTM ix)unM 


P*126-100eRs26 A P%=26% 

(b) Let the daily wages of each female worker be Rsx 

A The daily wages of a male worker is Rs (x + ^) 


xx400 + (x-»-|)x600 


= 255 =:*x = Rs 2.25 


400 + 600 — 

(c) Present total age of 8 members = 8x20 + 8x2 

= 176 yrs 

176 + child's age = 9 x 20 
Child's present age = 180 -176 = 4 yrs 

(e) tt- —^^*4hrs,t2 = —=-,t 3 = 6|hrs 

Total time = 4 + 4^ + 6^ = 15 hrs 
360 

Average speed = = 40 km/hr 

(tf) Age of new comer = 20 x 13.8 - (20 x 14 -16) = 12 yrs. 

(C) :^ = —=»x^ = 16x196= x=V 16x196 = 4x14 = 56 

lO X 

, , Vi2T 45 13 11^45 13 „ 

ir’^^^^^11^13^15'^ 


, . ^/16.9 ^IU9 13 
^ 25.6 V 256 ■ 16 

(c) Ratio of profits = Ratio of investments = 12500:8500 

= 2517 

Let the profit be 25x, 17x 
Total profit = 25x + 17x = 42x 
ATS25x-17x=300 
300 


Total profit = —^ x 42 = Rs 1575 
o 

(b) Ram grazed 15 cows for 6 months = 15 x 6 = 90 cows 
for 1 month 

Shyam grazed 12 x 5 i.e. 60 cows for 1 month 
and Mohan grazed 25 x 4 i.e. 100 cows for 1 month 
Ratio = 90:60:100 = 9:6:10 
Sum » 9 + 6 + 10 = 25 

Rent paid by Mohan = ^ ‘*’00 = Rs 200 

(d) Rahim's capital for 1 month = 2000 x 4 = Rs 8000 
Karim's capital for 1 month = 3000 x 8 = Rs 24000 
Shamim's capital for 1 month = 4000 x 12 = Rs 48000 
Ratio = 8000 : 24000; 48000 = 1:3:6 

Rahim's profit =• |^ x 900 = Rs 90 

(e) Let the marks obtained in music be X 
A.T.S. X + # = 160 = X = 120 


IES-97 


Engg. Services Exam 


(MiNTH «ATCH) 

♦ Chrll 

♦ M«clianicai 
^ Etoctrlcai 

♦ Electronics ATelecommunlcations Engg. 

For Prospectus contairring syllabus, ele{^bllity cond 
tions, types of questions asked, send Fte. 15/-. 


SAIL 


(STEEL AUTHORITY O 
INDIA LTD.) 


KIT AVAILABLE IN TWO MODULES 
UodulmA .■•For Mach., Elect, Electronics, Computars* and Metallurgy*. 
Tha M eoncMm af 0w eompaiqr. 

SeAiwrf Apaie or Pnwiawa yaara laNh axptehadram 
naa aa«i or iltodar Papaie lettfi EXplaiMlMwM. 

Hbrir Book» on > Qeneral English. Quantitative AbiNty Teat Of Raasomni 
AQenaralAwarsnets Price Re. 3986 (PoalaBa Fra 

* Computer & Metallurgy kit does not oontain papers of Previous years ani 
indudas 8 Modal Papers in all 

Modiria B ;• For Mechanical, Electncal & Electronics only 
Tho Ut eonUUnm .Mn addition of Module A it contains a Woiasc aaaa 
ON Data iNTKtsrsNKSATiaN & A Tkbhnioai. Rkvikx 
Mannuau PriceRa.698/-(PoaiaOaFree) 




Kit contalnino Five Papem wWt explanMor 
anawera and relevant Work Books 
Re. 47S6(PoaUige tree) 


CAT/M/ffT 


GATE 



Civil Engg. and Eiectronie6& Comm. Engg. f 
Prospectus containing syllabus, LM of 
recomended, 4 tliBgnosUc t»8t with e 
planalions.elc Send Rs. 25/-_ 


BRIDGE the gap between You and 
Kmw Success in Interview 


Read the t 


sibte book 


FfiCING INTERViEW 


sepante Edtpqns for (Xvil, 

Emcmcal, Etoctrotucs 
Computor Engineoilng Streama 

A complete bc^ on interviews based on experiences shared by 
more than one thousand succassM and unsuootesfiil cancfidales, 
oontaning: 

Career Counselling-* Selection Prooees * Qroup 
Discussion* Wrfeen tests * Actual interviewB with comments. 
Profile of leading orgarnsationa. Book contains dataile which yo 
will notfindefeswheie. 


Rs.22S/- 


Freel Please 


branch of 


MASTERS ACADEM 




















4^. id) Ratio of shares of A, B & C = 100 p: 65 p: 40 p 

= 20:13:8 

Sum of ratios = 20 +13 + 8 = 41 

If C's share is Rs 8 , then total sum = Rs 41 

41 

If C's share is Rs 40, then total sum x40 * Rs 2(® 

42. (b) A:B:C 

3:4 

8 :9 =3 x 8 .4 x 8 4 x 9 = 24:32:36 

=6.8-9 

43. (d) Reqd length = x 90 = 25 m 

44 = 4 

Value of lind part = -—~—- x 3060 = 1020 . 

2 + 3 + 4 

45. (d) (Ram & Shyam)'s 3 day's work =■ 5(g) 

3 5 

Remaining work = 1 “ o = is 
o o 

Shyam completed f of work in 15 days 

O 

8 

Shyam can complete the whole work m 15 x - 

= 24 days 

46. (d) Ratio of the work done by Ram, Shyam and Mohan 

111 

in one day respectively = -:-:- = 4:2.1 

>» 

Shyam should be p 4 iid - ^ 63.35 = Rs 18.10 

47 (c) The cistern will be filled in 1 hour “ 2^3 = glh 

.-.Total time taken to fill the cistern = | hr 

= 72 mmutes 

48. (<i) Reduction"/.. = x 100 = 25% 

0 liU 

49 (d) Students failed in at least one subject 

= 51% + 45%-217o =75% 
.-. Students passi'd = (liX) - 75)".. 1 r. 25% 

A T.S. 257o of X = 169 x = 676 

50. (c) Let the original price of ctxiker be Rsx and the no. of 

cookers sold be y Original sale = Rs xy 

115 55 391 

New sale = (xx—)(yx:j^) = —xy 

Reduction in sale = xy - ^xy = 

“oage reduction = x 100 = 2.257o 

400 X ay 

51. (d) 75%of480 = xxl5.-. x = :^x^ = 24 

lUU 15 

52 (d) Given exp - ^ . ^.1 _ 125 

52. (d) Given exp. - ^ g .125 


53. ( 8 ) 


(4.669)2 + (2331)2 + 2 X 4,669 X 2.331 
(4.669 - Z331) (4.669 + 2331) 

(4.669 + 2.331)2 

(a~b)ia + b) a-b 4.669 - 2.331 , 2.338 

- z .z ' a-:: ** —» 0.334 

(fl + 8)2 <1 + 8 4.669 + 2.331 7 

3 4 /., 4 ,,1, 3 ,,42 J9, 3 -42 - 
54. ( 8 ) rj ot (2 jq of 2|j) = ^ of (jg of ^ * 7 ~ ^ 

55 ( 8 ) |rd of fuel is wood .-. -rd of fuel is coal» ^ = 9 Rg 

Amount of coal spent during the whole year = 9 x 52 

= 468 kg 

56. (d) Let the income be Rs x pocket expenses = Rs -j. 

X 4x 4x 4 

Remainder = x - ^ = Rs —, other expenses = -^ x- 


55 ( 8 ) 


„ 4t 16.t 4a 
Saving-^--^ = ^ = 48 


.- x = 48x^'’ 
4 


X = Rs 300 


57. (c) 


Income = Rs 300 
Let the total no of viewers be x 


No of viewers sitting m open ground = (1 - 7 ) of x 

o 

= 4000 

.-. x = 4000x|=4800 

-rt riiriLi f2 8 ^0 LCMof2,8,10 40 „1 
58. (c) ICM of 3 , ^g, - - hcf of's: itil = T = 3 

59 (r) LCM of 12, 15, 18,20 = 22 x 32 x 5 

Minimum no ot soldiers reqd. to form a solid square 

= 22x32x5x5 = 900 

60. (8) Capacity of the tins = HCF of 403,434,465 = 31 

1 . .403 ^ 434 465 

Least no. of tins reqd. = 

= 13 + 14 + 15 = 42 

61. (d) Max price of picture 

= HCF of 3 X100,5.75 x 100, 6.75 x 100 

HCF of 300,575,675 = 75 paise = Re 0.75 

62. (r) Largest5-digitno.iormed by the digits 0,2,3,6,7 

= 76320 

Smallest 5-digit = 20367 
Diff. = 76320 - 20367 = 55953 

2 xdiff.= 2 x 55953 = 111906 

63 (d) 

64. (c) Prime nos. between 1 and 20 are 2,3,5,7,11,13,17, 

19 1.C., 8 

65. (c) Place value of 1st 2 in 3212 = 200 

Place value of 2nd 2 in 3212. = 2 
Difference = 


63 (d) 

64. (f) 

65. (c) 
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Compulsory Note Wntf three 

oil “Deepittoa!i’' in the '<pace 
l»o 'hleit on the Aii<^a>er Sheet in I r/y//-.*/ 
(> Hindi 

In Questions 1 to 5. Choose the cor- 
icetword out of the given alternatives to 
fill in the blanks in each sentence. 

1. He appealed_the 

lugh court_tlw judgment of 

the district aiurt 

( 1 ) to_against 

( 2 ) v\ ith_foi 

(^) ag.iiRNt_ioi 

(4) for_against 

2. We are justified in accusing 

111 m theft 

( 1 ) of 
( 2 j with 
('Ij for 
(4) due to 

3. The pioblein must be 

studied_all angles 

(1) irom 
( 2 ; Vkith 

(3) for 

(4) in 

4 She takes delight_teas¬ 

ing Ixivs. 

( 1 ) .It 

( 2 ) in 

(3) hy 

(4) on 

Hooks ui*re King_the 

. urtain 

( 1 ) under 

( 2 ) below 

(3) behind 

(4) after 

In Questions 6 to 10 . There are 
four differant spellings of a conunon 
word. Out of these, only one spelling 
is correct. Point out the correct spell¬ 
ing. 

h (1) Bi'nefited 

(2) Benetitted 

(3) Benifitted 

(4) Benifited 

7. (1) Exempsitm 

(2) Exianpssion 

(3) Exumptiun 

(4) Exemption 

B. ( 1 ) Amatour 

( 2 ) Amatuer 


(3) Amature 

(4) Ameteur 
y (1 ) Commiti*e 

(2) Comittw* 

(3; Committee 

(4) Committey 

10. ( 1 ) Servent 

(2) Serv'ant 

(3) Sarvant 

(4) Sarvent 

In questions 11 to 20. The follow¬ 
ing sentences contain errors in gram¬ 
mar, usage, diction (choice of words) 
and idiom. Some sentences may be 
correct. No sentence has more than 
one error. The portions not underlined 
arc correct. Select die Underlined Part 
that according to you containa the 
erroi; Its number is the answer. If there 
is no error answer is 5. 

n. The population of Cakutte d) 
IS gieater (2) than Dclhi( jl^ althougR (4) 
Delhi i.s the capital ot India. No 
error.(5) 

12. Eithe r(l) Ramesh or Suresh 
forgot (2) to take (3) their (4) pen. No 
crror .tS) 

13. Six kilometres (l) are{2)_a(3) 
long(4) distance. No error .cST" * 

14. We can't hardlv (l) i^lieve that 
the situation is so seriou.s a.s( 2 ) to |us- 
tify(3) such precautions as you have 
taken (4) No error .(5) 

13 The dealer who had (l) sent 
three orders and (2) two request s for (3) 
w’lndow display were(4) visited by our 
representative. No error .(5) 

16. To mv(l) surprise, this man 
whom (2) 1 lnought (3) was (4) crazy 
spoke quite sensiNy. No error . (5) 

17. He has requested to(l) the 
manager once again to(2} mediate m(3) 
the dispute and help 8ettle( 4) it. No 
error (3) 

1 8 Of atl( l) the other students (2) 
m the class, the teachers were unaru- 
mous (3) that Rajiv wa s the most ?4) ver¬ 
satile. No error .(5) 

W And)' honest man is(2 ) the 
noble O) work (4) of God. No eirror (B] 

2o. Nobcidv in their senses d) 
would hay^ 2 ) utterod (^) such silly 
remarks. (i TNo error.^ S^ 

In questions 21 to 25. Each of the 


idioms or phrases is followed by four 
meanings out of which only one is cor¬ 
rect Pick out the correct meaning. 

21. To turn over a new leaf. 

( 1 ) to change the old habits and 
adopt new ones. 

( 2 ) to cover up one's faults by 
weanng new masks. 

(3) to shift attention to new 
problems. 

(4) to change completely one's 
course or action. 

22. To make hay while the sun 
shines. 

( 1 ) to turn opportunity to the 
best advantage. 

( 2 ) to turn a disappointment to 
die best possible aumt. 

(3) to treat a.s of great impor¬ 
tance 

(4) to indulge in merry-making 
in good da 3 rs. 

23. To keep oneself to oneself. 

( 1 ) to hide things fn>m others. 

( 2 ) to keep oneself alive. 

(3) to live apart without com¬ 
pany. 

(4) to restrain oneself. 

24. To carry one's point 

( 1 ) to have one's aim always in 
mind. 

( 2 ) to explain one's opinion to 
other.s. 

(3) to attain the goal aimed at 

(4) to exercise authority with 
crushing force. 

25. To bear die brunt of. 

( 1 ) to endure the mam force of. 

( 2 ) to offer to carry the heaviest 
weight 

(3) to give birth to some un¬ 
savoury matter. 

(4) to share the lightest of 
responsibilities. 

Questions 26' to 30 consist of a 
short wriffen conversation between 
two penona, a part of which has been 
omitted. Choose Che alternative which 
correctly completes the eonvenation. 

26. "Two of the boys are really 
very hardworking." "Bu t a re 
idkirs." 

( 1 ) others 
the others 
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(3) Ihe other boys 

(4) other boys 

27 "Do von kftow when the doc- 
toi "Yes, he caane after the 

patient_ 

(1) has died 

(2) was dying 

(3) died 

(4) dievS 

28. "Ashok said that you have 

seen the movie three times" "Yes, I 
found It very_" 

(1) amuseful 

(2) amusingly 

(3) amusement 

(4) amusing 

29. "Can we start our match?" 

"No, we can't unless the 
referee_ 

(1) does not give the signal. 

(2) did not give the signal. 

(3) will not give the signal. 

(4) gives the signal. 

30. "I have a large family to pro¬ 
vide foi " "Then you_". 

(1) must certainly be very ex¬ 
travagant in 3 mur habits. 

(2) must certainly be very 
economical in your habits. 

(3) must have been very 
eainomicdl in your habits. 

(4) might be very economical in 
your habits. 

In Questions 31 to 35. Each state* 
ment is followed by four words of 
which one expresses the statement 
correctly. Pick out the correct choice. 

31. A school for infants and 
young children. 

(1) nursery 

(2) infantile 

(3) creche 

(4) infirmaiy 

32. The study of all heavenly 
bodies and the earth in relation to 
them. 

(1) astrology 

(2) palmistry 

(3) astronomy 

(4) cosmotics 
33 Agreed by all. 

(1) anonymous . ,j ^ 

(2) ambiguous 

(3) majority 

(4) unanimous 

34. Living for years and yeits. 

(1) annii.il 

(2) ptvmanent 

(3) perennial 

(4) rontinuouo 

35. An assembly of listeners. 


(1) crowd 
audlenoe 

(3) ^si^tors 

(4) mcib 

In Questiona 36 to 40. Select die 
word which is most similar it! meaning 
to die given word in Capital Iriten. 

36 . INTEGRrry 

(1) honesty 

(2) selflessness 

(3) sefishness 

(4) durability 

37. LETHAL 

(1) sharp 

(2) painful 

(3) deadly 

(4) large 

38. RODE 

(1) protected 

(2) impolite 

(3) rough 

(4) insulting 

39. EXTRAVAGANT 

(1) wasteful 

(2) impecunious 

(3) bankrupt 

(4) excessive 

40. CHARITY 

(1) kindness 

(2) philanthropy 

(3) forgiveness 

(4) sympathy 

In queations 41 to 45. Select the 
word which is most neatly opposite in 
meaning to the word in Capital letters. 

41. RETREAT 

(1) advance 

(2) entice 

(3) capture 

(4) re^e 

42. GENUINE 

(1) hmocoit 

(2) plutonic 

(3) teal 

(4) spurious 

43. DEFICIT 

(1) explicit 

(2) implicit 

(3) su^lus 

(4) superfluous 

44. DISSENT 

(1) ascent 

(2) agreement 

(3) accent 

(4) convergence 

45. ANALYSIS 

(1) synthesis 

(2) substitution 

(3) leplacemoit 

(4) emphasis 


In QuMiiMis 46 to SO. Select die; 
proper sulNKSIdtifln words for ^ 
leuriiig sentences. 

46. Hisbnijhtsuooeuwas_all 

expectations. 

(1) above 
9) over 

(3) beyond 

(4) exceeded 

47. Copyii^ in the examination is 

an_^act. 

(1) amoral 

(2) immoral 

(3) mortal 

(4) immortal 

48. He_^down on the sofa 

yesterday. 

(1) laid 

(2) layed 

(3) lays 

(4) lay 

49. The village was_^by the 

earthquake. 

(1) raised 

(2) erased 

(3) razed 

(4) dazed 

50. A horse rider has to adjust the 

saddle and_before ndmg 

(1) rams 

(2) reins 

(3) reigns 

(4) maines 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1 (1) 2. (1) 3. (1) 

4. (2) 5 (3) 6 (1) 

7. (4) 8. (1) 9 (3) 

10 . ( 2 ) 

11. (3)'is greater than titat of Delhi' 

12. (4)'his pen' 

13. (2)'is' 

14 (1)'Wfe can hardly bdieve...' 

15. (4)'was visited by our representuHvc' 

16. (2)'who' 

17. (1)'He has requested the manager....' 

18. Q)'the students in the class' 

19. p) No error 

20. (1)'Ncdxidy fat his senses' 

21. (4) 22. (1) 23. (3) 

24. 0) 25. (1) 26. (2) 

27. 0) 28. ( 4 ) 29. (4) 

30. (2) 31. (1) 32. (3) 

33. (4) 34. (3) 35. (2) 

36. (1) 37. (3) 38. (2) 

39. (1) 40. (1) 41. (1) 

42. ( 4 ) 43. (3) 44. (2) 

45. (1) 46. (3) 47. (2) 

48. (4) 49. (3) 50. (2) 
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Wie are grateful to Sarvshri Aditya Prakash ^ New Delhi, 
Satish Kumar of Patna, Raieev Ratouri of Dehra iMn, Surinder 
Kumar Singh cfialpaiguri (W.B.), Dinesh Singh Verma (fBharnt- 
pur and Vikas Surendran of Hyderabad for sending the Question 
Booklet cf this exam to us. 

1. The drink that was consumed during religious 
ceremonies in the Vedic period was: 

[a) Sur (j») Soma 

(c) Madhu (d) Ghee 

2. A bore made at Delhi to reach the centre of the earth 
would measure about: 

(a) 4,000 km (b) 6,000 km 

(c) 8,000 km (d) 10,000 km 

3. How many layers are present in the atmosphere of 
the sun? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

4. Which one of the following most influenced the fea¬ 
tures of the Constitution ot India? 

(a) Nehru Committee Report 

(b) Simon Commission Report 

(c) Recommendations of the three Round-Table Con¬ 
ferences 

(d) The Government of India Act of 1*135 

5. The Maoist Communist Centre (MCC), a Naxalite 
outfit is active in; 

(a) Telengana (b) Central Bihar 

(f) Northern portion of West Bengal 
(d) Southern Kerala 

6. Which one of the following scripts is written fnim 
right to left? 

(a) Brahmi (b) Sharada 

(c) Nandnagari (d) Kharoshthi 

7. In which one of the following positions does the 
earth revolve at a faster rate around the sun’ 

(w; Summer Solstice 

(b) Winter Solstice 

. (c) Autumnal Equinox 

(d) Vernal Equinox 

8. Which one of the following planets has the largest 
oxygen content? 

(a) Jupiter (b) Mercury 

if) Venus (d) Earth 

9. The number of seats in Lok Sabha allotted to dif¬ 
ferent States is determined on the basis of the State's: 

.. (a) population (b) size 

(c) resources (d) location 

10. In the summer season the shortage of green fodder 
can supplemented by growing: 

(a) teosinte (b) berseem 

(c) lucerne (d) oats 

IT Which of the ftillowing is/are associated with tlw 
‘Turning of the Wheel of Law' in Buddhism? 

1. Four Noble Truths 2. Eight-Fold Path 
3. Non-violence 4. Great Renunciation 

Sdect the correct answer from the codes given below; 


Codes: 

(a) 1 alone ..{b) 1 and 2 

(c) 3 and 4 {a) 3 alone 

12. Which one of the following is related with the horse 

latitudes? i 

(a) Cyclone 

(h) Lw atmospheric pressure 
.(c) High atmospheric pressure 

(d) Movement of surface winds 

13. Which one of the following planets contains the 
'Great Red Spot'? 

(a) Saturn (1>) Mars 

(c) Jupiter (d) Pluto 

14. 'The Rajya Sabha cannot delay a Money Bill passed 
by the Lok Sabha beyond a period of: 

(a) a month (jb) fourteen days 

(c) a week (d) six months 

15. During a total solar eclipse there is most likely to be: 
(a) a decrease in the rate of photosynthesis 

(h) an increase in the rate or photosynthesis 

(c) a decrease in the rate of respiration 

(d) no effect on either photosynthesis or respiration 

16. The division of society into seven classes in the 
Mauryan pericxi is mentioned in: 

(a) Kautilya's Arthasastra 

(b) Ashokan edicts 

(c) thePuranas . 

(d) the Indica of Megasthenes 

17. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Absolute humidity generally declines from 
the equator towards the poles. 

Reason (R): On a hot summer day air can hold much more 
moisture than it would on a cold winter day 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) ^th Aand R are true and Ris the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is trie but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

18. The Srikiishna Commission whidi has been wound 
up was enquiring into: 

(a) the hawala scandal 
lb) the destruction of the Babri Masjid 
.(c) the communal riots at Bombay 
(d) the conspiracy aspect of the assassination of Rajiv 
Gandhi 

19. The concept of Integral Yoga was pn^ounded by; 
(a) Ananda Coomaraswamy 

.lb) Aurdbindo 

(c) Vinoba Bhave (d) Vivekananda 

20. Ute part of foe flower associated with insect pollina¬ 
tion is: 
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.1^) gynoedum (M podUuilh 

“ (c) corolla (a) thalaimis 

21. In the Gupta inscriptions gold coins are referred to 
as: 

(a) sttvarna (b) satanmm 

(c) hiranya (<0 dimra 

22. Gven below are two statements, one labelled as 

Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): The Mediterranean climate has rainy 
winters and dry summers. 

Reason (R): The Mediterranean wgions lie in the transi¬ 
tion xone between the Trade Winds and the Westerlies. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

23. VVTiat is the name of die launch vehicle for India's 
remote s^sing satellite, IRS-IC7 

(a) PSLV (b) Moiniya 

(c) Comumbia (d) French Guinea 

24. Given below are two statonents, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and tte other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): India has a parliamentary system of 
government. 

Reason (R): Indian ParUament is bicameral. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) Both Aand R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

25. Leaf is mcxlified into iru 

(a) Nepoithes (b) Gallbladder 

(c) Bladder wort , (d) Utricularia 

26. A marble Cupid which stocxi unnoticed in a New 
York city mansion has now been IdentiBed as a long-lost 
work of: 

(a) Leonardo da Vinci , (b) Michaelangelo 
(c) Raphael (d) Erasmus 

27. Which one of the following represents the correct 
population-size of four mega cities of India in descending 
order? 

(a) Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi, Madras 

(b) Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Delhi 

(c) Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Delhi 

(d) Calcutta, Bombay, Delhi, f^cltas 

28. Which one of the following cells is rechargeable? 

(a) Daniellcell ■^) Leclanche cell 

(c) Lead cell ^ (d) ^Ita cell 

29. Article 356 of the Constitution of India often figures 
in news and its invocation has generated a lot of debate. It 
deals with: 

(a) corruption in public service 

(b) ^ater autcwiomy for States in financial matters 

(c) declaration of the President's rule in a State 

(d) inter-State dispute inthe^ring of water 

30., Which one of the following shows the correct ae- 


quence {>f c^gen bran^ort In fhe bddy? 

(a) l^hse, blfjod, bnMhchislcs, brain 

(b) Blocxi, trachea, biondiioleSf brain 
^Je) TVachea,bron(^oles, ldood, brain 
' (d) BIcxxi, bronddcdes, trachea, brain 

31. Match List I with List II and select the correct answei 
hrom die codes given below the lists; 

Ust 1 List II 

A. Ashtadhyayi 1. Vedavyasa 

B. Devi-Chandraguptam 2. Panini 

C. Samrangana-Sutradhara 3. Visliakhadatta 

D. Malavikagnimitram 4. Raja Bhoj 

5. Kalidasa 

Codes: 

(a) A B C D 

12 3 4 

(b) A B C D 

2 3 15 

(c) A B C D 

3 2 4 5 

(d) A B C D 

2 3 4 5 

32. Lee Kuan Yew is described as 'a political supermat 
of his time, albeit in chaise of a metropolis'. The metropolij 
iR^lied here is; 

(a) Hanoi (b) Singapore 

(c) Hongkong (d) Ho Cni Minh city 

33. Heating element of an electric heater is made up of; 

(a) Tungsten (b) Graphite 

(c) Chromium (d) Nicnrome 

34. At present the right to property in India is a; 

(a) political right (b) legal right 

(c) fundamental right (d) social right 

35. Which one of the following animals has the bloot 
anticoagulant in the alimentary system? 

(a) Neries (o) Leech 

(c) Snake Octopus 

36. Which one of the following was not a result of th 
Arab conquest of Sindh? 

(a) The Arabs took Indian artisans and workers t( 
construct buildings in their aiuntry 

(b) The Arabs learnt Indian Astronomy and Matht 
matics 

(c) The Arabs took least interest in tliu introductio; 
of Islam in India 

(d) Ihe Arabs took Indian science and learning t 
western countries 

. 37. Which one of the following is the name given to th 
main diannel of the Ganga river joining the Bay of Bengal? 
(a) Ganga (b) Hooghly ^ 

vW Padma (<^ Jumna . 

38. Dry sand appears bright while wet sand appear 
dark because of: 

{a) reflection (b) refraction 

Id) optical illusion (d) diffraction 

39. \^ch one of the following is known as'the Land c 
the Thimder Dragrai'?. 

(fl) Nepal (b) Tibet 

.. (c) Bhutan (d) Myaiunar 

40. In elephants the tusks are: 

ift) indscffs (b) molars 

(e) canines 
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, (d) enlargied cartilaginous bones 

41. liaeSangam classics are in: 

(tf) Tamil (b) Telugu 

(c) Kannada (d) Mal^alam 

42. Which one of the following is fee largest brackish 
water lake in India? 

(a) Chilka (f>) Panchbhadra 

, (c) Sambhar (d) Udaisagar 

43. In an oil lamp, the oil rises up in the wick due to: 

(<?) capillary action 

(b) atmospheric pressure 
(r) viscosity of oil 

(d) change in temperature 

44. The Panchayati Raj System has been establi^ed in: 
(rt) all the States of India 

(Ii) ail the States and Union Territories of India 

(c) all the States and Union Territories of India except 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Lakshadweep and 
Mizoram 

(d) all the States and Union Territories of India ex¬ 
cept Jammu & Kashmir 

45. Cycling ot elements between living and non-living 
compontmts of the biosphere is known as: 

{a) Biological cycles (b) Biogeochemical cycles 

(i) Biogtxicoenosis (d) Geobiocoenosis 

46. Which one of the following dynasties of early 
medieval India was justly famous for its system of village 
admmi.stration? 

(ij) ThcChola (b) The Rashtrakuta 

(c) TheChahamana (d) The Sena 

47. Bailadila in Bastar district (M.P.) is known for its 
wealth of 

(a) Bauxite (b) Copper 

(c) Manganese (d) Iron ore 

48 Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A) Mercury is used in clinical thermometer for 
measuring body temperatures. 

Reason (R): Mercury shines and is easily observable. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is airrect? 

(fl) Berth A and Rare true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 
(lO A IS false but R is true 

49. During the struggle for freedom the Ganesh festival 
was popularised by: 

' (a) M.G. Ranade (b) G.K. Gokhale 

(c) B.G.Tilak (d) V.D.Savarkar 

50. The radiant onergy which is stored by photosyn- 
thetje activity in the form of organic substimces is termed as: 

(a) Primary productivity 
(t) Gross primary productivity 

(c) Net primary productivity 

(d) Net community productivity 

5]. Which part of India was well known for Kalpasu^ 
paintings during the period from the thirteenth to the six¬ 
teenth centuries? 

i«) Northern India (b) Southern India 
(c) Western India (d) Eastern India 

52. The correct sequence of States in the descending Order 


of foeir coal d^po^ is; 

(a) West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar 

(b) Bihar, Madiwa Pradesh, West Bengal 

(c) Bihar, West ^gal, Madhya Pradesh 
.(<0 Wbst Bengal, Btnar, Madhya Pradesh 

53. Given befow are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): The shape of soap bubble is s|^ricaL 
Reason (R): The bubble has a maximum surface arei^. 

In the context of foe above two statements, which (me of 
the following is correct? 

(a) BothAandRaretrueandRisthecorrectexplana- 

tionof A * 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

54. Of the four continents mentioned below the one that 
has a large number of members in the United Natiems but no 
permanent seat in the Security CounciL is: 

{a) Africa (1?) Asia 

(c) Australia (d) North America 

55. Add rain contains high levels of: 

(a) oxalic add 

(b) acetic acid 

(c) sulphuric and nitric acids 

(d) carralicactd 

56. liie greatest achievement of Alauddin Khilji was his: 

(a) invasion of South India 

(b) measures fo improve the standard of hving 

(c) revenue system and control of inflation 

(d) contribution to art 

57. When compared to other countries in the world 
India is the largest producer and consumer of: 

(a) wfeat (b) pulses 

(c) tea (d) rice 

58. Which one of the following flavouring agents used 
in food was the subject of cemtroversy recently? 

(a) Dextnns 

(b) Monosodium glutamate 

(c) Sodium boizoate (d) Ascorbic acid 

59. Recently a series of nuclear tests in the Pacific Ocean 
was conducted by: 

(a) USA (b) Russia 

(c) France (d) Japan 

60. "Haemophilia" is a disease in which: 

(a) foe eosinophil number drastically increases 

(b) the haemc^lobin contmit rises 

(c) foe blood loses the property to clot outside the 
b<xly after an injury 

(d) re^iratory disorder takes place 

61. Who among the following was an active participant 
in the Quit India Movement (1942)? 

(a) Junius Jayawardane, former President of Sn 
Lanka 

(b) Manmohan Adhikari, former Prime Minister of 
Nepal 

(c) Sheik Mujibur Rahman, former President of 
Bangladesh 

(d) Zulfikar All Bhutto, former Prime Minkiter of 
Pakistan 

62 . Match Ust I wifoLiatU and select the correct answer 
by using foe codes given below the lists: 
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List I List 11 

^Cities) (Industries) 

A. Bangalore 1. building 

B. Bhilai 2. Iron and Steel 

' CtCorba 3. Heavy engineering 

D. Vishakhapatnam 4. Aircraft 

5. Aluminium 

Codes: 

(a) A B C D 

4 2 15 

(b) A B C D 

3 2 5 1 

(c) A B C D 

4 3 *1 2 

(d) A B C D 

3 14 2 

63. According to scientists, the phenomena tha't 
provides the basis ror stone idols 'drinking milk' is the 

(a) white colour of the milk 

(b) white colour of the marble 

(c) viscosity of milk 

(d) surface tension of liquids 

64. Whidi one of the following is not related to the 
continuing turmoU in Bosnia? 

(a) Serbs (b) Muslims 

(c) Jews (d) Croats 

65. Ionizing radiations in the atmosphere induce 
chromosomal aberrations resulting in genetic defects which 
may lead to: 

(a) AIDS (b) Asthma 

(c) Cancer (d) Tuberculosis 

66. The architectural features of Taj Mahal have 
resemblance to those of: 

(a) The JummaMa^id at Delhi 

(b) The Mecca Maajid at Hyderabad 

(c) Humayun's Tomb at Delhi 

(d) Go! Gombuz at Bijapur 

67. Which one of the following southern States of India 
does not have a modam steel plant? 

(a) Andhra Pradesh (b) Karnataka 

(c) Kerala (d) Tamil Nadu 

68. The radiation that is used in Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRl) is; 

(a) of the radio frequency region 
(fr) x-rays 

(c) ganunarays 

(d) in the infra-red range 

69. I^ilinga Prize is awarded for: 

(a) popularisation of science 

(b) contribution to Oriya literature 

(c) significant work in the fidd of protection of the 

environment ’ 

(d) work oriented towards eradication of child 
labour 

70. In certain States of India, especially Madhya Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh, the use of kh^ri pulse for a long time led 
to arftiritis and parafysis of the legs, because it: 

(a) is devoid of protein 
(h) lade calcium , . 

le) cotaina {Kl.Y.L. -gli^Ki^yle) amino-proprio- 
nitrite • , ■ 

(d) contains higher quantity of iron '* 

71. liie capital of die Hoysalas was; 


(a) Warangal (b) Madurai 

(c) Dwarasamudra (d) Badami 

72. Which one of the following cities of Uttar Pradesh is 
most ideally located for the development of iron and steel 
industry? 

(a) Agra (b) Kanpur 

(r) Lucknow (d) Mirzapur 

73. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): A mixture of ethyl alcohol and water can be 
completely separated into its components 

Reason (R): Water boils at 100®C and ethyl alcohol at 80“C. 
In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R aa* true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(f) A is true but R is false 

(d) A IS false but R is true 

74. The Supreme Court gave its interpretation of. 
'Hindutva' in the- 

(a) Kesavananda Bharati case 

(b) Minerva Mill's case 

(c) Manohar Joshi case 

(d) Babri Masjid case 

75. Vitamin 'A', 'E' and 'C are present in abundance in: 

(fl) Radish (b) Turnip 

(c) Carrot (d) Beetroot 

76. The upheaval of 1857 was first describcnj as the war 
of independence by; 

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru (b) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(c) V.D Savarkar (d) Lala Lajpat Rai 

77. The sea port handling the biggest cargo traffic in 
India is: 

(a) Bombay (b) Calcutta 

(c) Madras (d) Vishakhapatnam 

78. Match List 1 with List 11 and select the airrect ansvyer 
by using the codes given below the lists; 

List I List II 

A. Copper Sulphate 1. Preservative 

B. Sulphur Dioxide 2. Fungicide 

C. Sooium Benzoate 3. Fertilizer 

D. Superphosphate 4. Pollutant 

Codes: 

(fl) A B C D 

1 2 4 3 ' , 

(li) A B C D 

2 4 13 

(c) A B C D 

2 4 3 1 

(d) A B C D 

12 3 4 

79. Which one of the lollowing pairs is correctly 
matched? 

(a) National Conference; Meghalaya 

(b) Revolutionary Socialist Party: Andhra Pradesh 

(e) Peasants and Workers Party: Maharashtra 

(d) Pattali Makkal Katchi: Karnataka 

80. The deficiency of Vitamin Bi iij human beings. 9 au 8 es 

(a) Leucopenia (b) Diphtheria 

(c) Beri-Beri (d) Poikimyeiitis 

81. The East India Company acquired in 1668 the islaxul 
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pf Bombay from: 

(a) ^ain (b) HolUmd 

(c) Portugal id) France 

82. V^ch one of tiie fcdlow^g aea routes handles Hie 
biggest cargo traffic for India? 

(a) Cape Mean route 
{b) Cape of Good Hq>e route 
(c) Singapore route 
id) Suez route 

83. Which one of the following would give the highest 
energy per gnm? 

(fl) Glucose (b) Proteirw 

(c) Fats ^ Sucrose 

84. The Jawaharlal Nehru Award for 1993 (awarded in 
1995) was made to: 

(a) Mother Teresa (b) Nelscm Mandela 

(c) Ms Aung San Suu Kyi 

id) Archbishop Desmorid Thtu 

85. An important herb, found in Hie forests of NorHiern 
Kashmir, Dehradun, Himachal F^adesh and now in cultiva¬ 
tion in many other States of India, widely used in cough, 
sore-throat and bronchitis is; 

(a) Emblica (8) Liquorice 

(c) Worm seed (d) Chhatim 

ANSWERS 

1. ib) 

2. ib) Diameterof the earth is about 12,000 km. 

3. (c) Chromosphere, Corona, Photosphere. 

4. id) 5. (a) 

6. id) Hindu World by Boijamin Walker, Vol. II, Page 548. 


7. (c) 

8. id) 

9. ia) 

10. ic) 

11. ib) 

12. (c) 

13. ic) 

14. ib) 

15. (a) 

16. id) 

17. (a) 

18. ic) 

19. ib) 

20. (a) 

21. ia) 

22. ia) 

23. ib) 

24. ib) 

25. id) 

26. ib) 

27. (<t) 

28. (b) 

29. ic) 

30. (c) 

31. id) 

32. ib) 

33. id) 

34. Ib) 

35. ib) 

36. ic) 

37. ic) 

38. (c) 

39. (f) 

40. id) 

41. ia) 

42. ic) 

43. (a) 

44. ic) 



45. ib) Britannica, 1991, Vol. 2. P.221. 


46. (a) 

47. ic) 

48. ia) 

49. (c) 

50. ib) 

51. id) Britamiim, 1991, Vol. 27, page 786, 

52. id) 

53. ib) 

' 54. ia) 

55. ic) 

56. (c) 

57. iO 

58. ib) 

59. (e) 

60. (c) 

61. (c) Britannica, 1991, Vol. 9, page 901. 

62. (b) 

63. id) 

64. (c) 

65. id) 

66. ic) 

67. ic) 

68. id) 

69. ia) 

70. ic) 

71. ic) also called Halebid. 

72. id) 

73. id) 

74. (c) 

75. (c) 

76. ic) 

77. ia) 

78. ib) 

79. (c) 

80. (c) 

81. ic) 

81 id) 

83. ia) 

84. (c) 

85. ia) 



Coneetions 

Oct '96 isstie. Pages 256-259. 

The answers to quesHons 14,34,79 and 83,aie id) only, 
id), id) and (a) respecHvely. 

The mistakeB are regretted. 

^Editor. 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out the mining numbers for the series of numben 
given below: 

1 %, 90,...; 60; 36 
(a) 80 (i)) 82 

(e) Noneofthcw: 

2. 5,11,24; 51,... 

(a) 59 ib) 102 
(r) NoneoflheM.* 

3 2, .;3;9;4;12 
(«) 6 (b) 5 

(e) None of these 

4. 3; 6; 7; 14,15; ..,31 

(fl) 19 (b) 22 

(t*) None of these 

5. 14,8; 21; 16, ,24 

(a) 20 (b) 28 

(e) None of these 

6. 1; 1; 4; 8,9; 27; 

(a) 18 (b) 21 

(e) None of these 

7. .5; 9; 21; 57;. 

(a) 165 (b) 114 

(f) Noncot these 

8. 4;5;9,..,34;59 

(a) 21 (b) 18 

(t'J None of these 

9 I low many prime numbers are there between 10 and 
.30’ 

(a) 4 (b) 5 U) 6 (d) 7 

(c) None of these 

10 How many numbers between 20 and 70 are divisible 


(fl) 19 (b) 18 

(c) None ot these 

Find the odd*man out: 

(c) 16 

(d) 17 

11 (o) 36:216 

(b) 1:1 

(c) 9-36 

(d) 49:343 

(i*) 16.64 


12. (a) .56-63 

(b) 16: 18 

(c) 40-45 

(d) 96:108 

(c) 86 -99 


13. (a) 7:18 

(b) 11:36 

(c) 13:42 

(d) 3.2 

(c) 9:26 


14. (a) 25*31 

(b) 16:33 

(c) 21:43 

(d) 29:59 

(c) 6.15 



Qs. IS to 17 are based on the figure given below: 



15 I low manv squares aie there in the tigim*’ 

(a) 17 (b) 18 (b) 19 (,i) 20 (c) None 

16 Count the number ot triangles in the liguie 

(a) 14 (b) 18 (t) 16 (d) 20 (f) None 

17 How man\ straight lines (minimum number) aie 
needed to di aw this liguie’ 

(a) 16 (b) 17 (<) 18 (d) 19 (<) None 

Find the odd>nian out: 


18 

(a) C.EBH 

(b) QOl R 

(0 IHDK 


(d) USPV 

(c) BZWt 


19. 

{a) VXTZ 

(b) LJNP 

(c) Hill 


(d) DFBH 

(c) KMIO 


20. 

(a) KP 

(b) DW 

(f) GT 


(d) LO 

(.*) IS 


21 

(fl) FCED 

(b) MILK 

(t) WTL'V 


(d) T(3SR 

(c) BYA/ 



If all the letters from A to Z were written in reverse 
order. 

22 Which letter would be 12th fmm the beginning if all 
the vowels were dropped’ (count from your left) 

(a) M (b) N (i) r (d) Q (c) None 

23. Which letter w'ould be exactly in the middle of 15th 
letter tmm youi left and 14th letter fiom your light? 

(a) 1 (b) M (ON (d) 1’ (c) None 

Qs. 24 and 25 arc based on the letters used in the word: 

TEDESTRIAN 

24 How mans siHs of two letters eaih h.we as man>’ 
letters bt‘tw een them as toe) ha\ e in the alphabetual ordei"* 
(fl) .3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 6 

(e) Noneotlhesi* 

2.5. If the letters used in the w'ord wen* to be written in 
alphabetical order (if a letter is n'pealed, it is to be written 
once only) which letter would be exactly in Ihe middh* of K 
andT? 

(u) N (b) P (c) R (d) S 

(c) None of these 


(c) 84 

(d) 78 

(c) 104 

(d) 106 

(i-) 4 

(d) 8 

(0 30 

(d) 35 

(f) 22 

(d) .32 

(c) 16 

(d) 23 

(c) 99 

id) 135 

(0 16 

id) 24 


is0r*cii>«iu» 'OS onsMuem-HSM Usoreia 



NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D and E. You have 
to find out which of die Answer Figures would fit in as next fi^re for the series of Problem Rlgures. 
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In questions '>6 to (fl, figurob I and II have a certain relationship. Find out from A, B, C, D and E the figure that has 
similar relationship with Problem Figure III. 


PROBLIiM FIGURES 
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ANSWER FIGURES 

A B C D 
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Find the odd-man out: 


A * C D s 



_A NSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

I. (d) Go on deducting 6,12,18,24... from numbers. 

2 (rf) The senes has (5 x 2) + 1 = 11; (11 x 2) + 2 = 24; 
(24 X 2) + 3.. 

3. (a) There are two senes, 2; 3; 4 and 6; 9; 12.. 

4 (c) The senes is 3 x 2 = 6; 6 + 1 = 7; 7 x 2 = 14; 

14 + 1 =15,15x2 = 30; 30+1... 

5. (h) Again there are two series, 14; 21; 28 (multiples of 7) 

and 8; 16; 24... 

6. (c) The series is 1^ 1^ 2^, 2^ 3^; 3^... 

7. (fl) Each next number is (n x 3) - 6 of the preceding 

number. 


8. (b) Go on adding 1^; 2^; 3^; 4^... to numbere respectively 

9. (c) 10. (d) 

11. (c) the relationship is y? \ x^. 

12. (e) All the other numbers have 8; 9 ratio. 

13. (b) the second number is (x4) - 10 of the first. 

14. (e) The second number m all the others is double + 1 of 

the first. 

15 (d) 16. (b) 17 {b) 18. (i) 

19. (b) 20. (f) 21. (c) 22. (a) 23. (b) 

24 (d) DE, ED; ST, Dl; PI; SN (Count towaids light and left) 
25. (a) ADEINPRST 

For answertng questions 2b to 55, llw fbllowwg guidelines 
may prove helf^il 

(i) Study each figure m the question separately as well 
as in relationship with other figures. 

{it) The different figures may move at a different pace 
and may change size or direction durmg the move¬ 
ment The figures may reverse their position, may 
hit or revolve during their movement (Examples 
26, where the black dot covers one step extra with 
each movement, 27, 33,42 etc) 

(in) The same figures in the question may mteahange 
positions according to a definite paPern (Examples 
29,33,48,53) 

{iv) Something may be added oi dropped in each next 
step. (Examples 28; 30, 40; 44,45; 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 
55 etc.) 

(v) The movement of individual figures may be clock¬ 
wise, anti-cl(x:kwise, up and down, right and left, 
vice versa oi along certain points. 


26. 

B 

27 

F 

28. 

A 

29 

F 

30. 

B 

31. 

D 

32. 

A 

33. 

C 

34 

C 

35 

B 

36. 

E 

37. 

C 

38. 

B 

39 

A 

40 

B 

41. 

E 

42. 

C 

43 

L 

44 

A 

45 

D 

46. 

A 

47. 

D 

48 

B 

49 

D 

50 

A 

51. 

D 

52. 

B 

53. 

E 

54 

A 

55 

C 

56. 

E 

57. 

B 

.58. 

B 

59 

I) 

60 

A 

61. 

C 

62. 

E 

63 

D 

64 

B 

65. 

C 


66. C. All the other figures have three curves and two 

straight lines, here the position is reversed. 

67. C. In all the figures, the inner figure has one Ime more 

than the outer figure. This one has two lines more. 

68. B The pattern is wrong. 

69. D The figure at the bottom should have only one side 

more than the upper figure. This one has two more. 

70. E. In all the others, the total ot dots is six. 

71. D. The pattern IS wrong. 

72. E. In all the others, the sets of two figures each are 

similar. 

73. D. The three figures ought to have the same shape, the 

size may be different. 

74. A. In all the others, the leaves are one more in number 

as compared to the fruit. 

75. C. There ought to be one cross and one dot horizontally 

and vertically. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


In questions 1 to 8, four out of five given words have 
something in common while one is different You have to 
find out ttie word that does not belong to the group: 


1. (fl) Magistrate 

(b) Judge 

(c) Advocate 

(d) Junes 

(c) Chief Justice 


2. (fl) Tirupathi 

(b) Badnnath 

(c) Samath 

(d) Somnath 

(d) Cxilkunda 


3. (fl) fortnight 

(fl) season 

(r) month 

(d) week 

(p) year 


4. (fl) rose 

(fl) lotus 

(c) lily 

(d) mangold 

(c) tuhp 


5 (a) cloud 

(fl) meteor 

(c) rainbow 

(d) lightning 

(p) tide 


b (a) camel 

(b) sheep 

(p) goat 

(d) dog 

(p) buffalo 


7 (fl) knight 

(b) miraster 

(c) bishop 

(d) quetm 

(f) king 


8 (fl) banana 

(b) orange 

(f) lemon 

(d) grapefruit 

(p) lime 



In questions 9 to 16, a pair of words is given having a 
definite relationship. Select from (a), (h), {c) and (d) the pair 
which expresses the relationship that is most similar to the 
relationship of the items given in question: 

9 chtxrnlate • sugar 

(fl) egg yolk (i>) building: cement 

(c) road : traffic (d) milk. cream 

10. petroleum. kerosene 

(fl) iv(K»d paper (fc) sugar: jaggery 

(f) glass • erwkery (d) ball: bat 

IJ carpenter wexxi 

(rt) farmei crops (h) dtxrtor • disease 

(c) judge: aiurt (d) cobbler • leather 

12. knife; chopper 

(fl) quilt: blanket (b) scissors: cloth 

(c) swim: float (d) walking; fitness 

clay: brick 

(fl) metal: mine (b) coal: diamond 

(c) mm:nail (d) statue:temple 

14. Wordsworth. literature 

(o) Fida Hus.sain; art (b) Pt Ravi Shankar. Sarod 
(c) Dhyan Chand: football (d) Tenzing: swimming 

15. war:peace 

(fl) treaty: agreement (b) abommable: hateful 
(c) exhilarated: depressed (d) regard: honour 

16. yen: dinar 

(fl) money: finance (b) kathak: manipuri 

(c) bank: savings (d) sword : cut 

Qs. 17 to 22. Each question below has thiee items. Match 
them with (a), (b). (c), (d), (e) and (/) on the basis of similar 
relationship among items. 

17. Sri Lanka: Pakistan; India 

(fl) Lata: Aruna Asafali: Nai^is 

18. India: Korea: Iran 


% M.P.: Gujarat: Uttar Pradesh 

19. India: Mahara^tra: Asia 

(c) J.C. Bose: Bhabha: Raman 

20. Rafi: Mukesh: Kishore 

(d) RT. Usha • Kerala : races 
21 Gavaskar: Bhimsen Joshi: Tagore 

(r) Kashmir: Dal: Shrmagar 

22. Ghalib ; poetry; Delhi 

(f) Canada; Mexico: Alaska 
Qs. 23 to 27. In the following questions, the word 
INSULT has been coded in five different ways. The same 
codes have been used for the word FRIDAY but not in the 
same order. Match the questions with (a), (6), (r), (d) and (p) 
on the basis of similar codes: 

INSULT FRIDAY 

23. SNTTLU [a) GSJEBZ 

24. TILNUS {b) XZCHQE 

25. JOTVMU (c) YFARDl 

26. HORVKU (d) IRFYAD 

27. SKTRMH (c) ESHEZZ 

28. 'A' had to board a passenger train which started from 
his city at 7 A.M. He got late somehow and reached the station 
at 7.10 A.M. There was a parallel road to the tram track and he 
knew that after every 10 kms there is a small stahon where the 
train halts for 2 mts. If the speed of the tram is 50 km per hour 
and 'A' picks up a speed of 60 km. p.h., at what time would he 
be able to board the tram? 

(fl) 7.30 A.M. (b) 7.40 A.M (c) 7.45 A.M 
(d) 7.52 A.M. (e) None of these' 

Rahul and Meeta have their birthdays on 29th Oct and 
5th July respectively and the total of their age in years is 11. 

After two years the ratio in their ages would be 3:2. The 
wedding anniversary of their parents is exactly in the mid¬ 
dle of their birthdays. 

29. If Rahul's birthday fell on Saturday, on which day did 
his little sister celebrate her birthday? 

(fl) Monday (b) Tuesday (r) Thursday 
(d) Friday (e) Sunday 

30. On which date is then parents' wedding anniver¬ 
sary? 

(fl) 1st Sept (b) 3rd Sept (c) 29th Aug 
(d) 3QthAug (e) SlstAug 

31. On which day the same year did the parents celebrate 
their wedding anniversary? 

(fl) Monday (b) Tuesday (c) Sunday 

(d) Thursday \e) Friday" 

32. How old is Rahul at present? (In years) 

(fl) 6yrs (fe) 7yrs (c) 8yrs 

(d) 9yrs (p) lOyrs 

Qs. 33 and 34 are based on the ftdlowing information: 
Six villages A, B, C, D, E and F are situated as follow.s: 

E is 1 km to the east of C. 

F is 1 km to the west of B. 



C is 4 km to the south of F. 

A is 3 km to the east of D. 

D is 3 km. to the south of B. 

33. Which three villages are in a line? 

(a) ECF (b) ADB (c) BDE 

(d) FDB (e) Noneofthe^ 

34. Which of the two villages are the farthest? 

(a) FandE (b) BandC (c) AandF 
(a) AandB (e) None of these 

Six friends A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting round a table 
and playing cards. 

A is facing F 

E is to the right of B 

C is neidier near F nor facing E 

35. A is between? 

(fl) B&C (b) B&D (c) D&E 

(d) B&E (c) C&E 

36. Whbm is B facing? 

(a) A (b) C (c) D (d) E (?) F 

37. Which of the following statement is correct? 

(a) B is between D and F (i>) D is facing B 

(c) C is to the right of D 

(d) The given facts are insufficient to establish the posi¬ 
tions 

(e) C is between A and D. 

Read the information given below and answer the ques¬ 
tions that follow: 

Five persons Manoj, Naresh, Ravi, Sandeep and Varun 
live in Agra, Bhopal, Clmndigarh, Delhi and Indore. 

Ravi does not live in Delhi or Bhopal. 

Sandeep and Manoj do not stay at Indore or Chandigarh. 
Naresh and Ravi are ru)t in Agra. 

Vanm does not live in Bhopal or Agra. 

Naresh and Ravi are not at Chandigarh. 

Manoj and Naresh are not in Delhi. 

38. Who lives in Indore? 

(a) Manoj (b) Naresh (c) Ravi 

(d) Sandeep (e) Varun 

39. The person living in £)elhi is... 

(a) Mancq (b) Naresh (c) Ravi 

(d) Sandeep (e) Varun 

40. Which of the following statements is incorrect? 

(a) Manoj does not stay at Bhopal 

(b) Varun does not stay at Chandigarh 

(c) Ravi lives in Indore 

(i^ Sandeep does not live in Agra 
(c) Naresh lives in Bhopal 

SYLLOGISMS 

In each tfuestion below are given hoo statements foliotoed by 
four conclusions numbered 1, II, HI and IV. You Iwxx to take every¬ 
thing given in the statement to be true (dthough it may seem at 
variance tvtih commonly accepted facts. Then decide vAiich of the 
conclusions follow from tlte statements. Tick mark the right answer 
from (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e). 

Statements: 

41. 1. All tyres are horns. 

2. All horns are seats. 


Conclusions: 

1. All horns are tyres. 

JI. All seats are tyres. 

HI. All tyres are seats 

IV. Only those seats are horns which are not tyres. 
(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only 111 follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(?) None follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Some medicines are poisons. 

2 All poisons are liquids. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some medicines are liquids. 

II. All liquids are poiscjns. 

III. Some medicines are not poisons. 

IV. Some liquids are nc»l poistms 

(n) Only I and II folU>w. {b) Only III and IV follow, 

(c) Either 11 or IV follows, (d) Only II and IV follow. 

(r) Only I and Ilf follow. 

Statements. 

43. 1. Some windows are doors. 

2 Sf>me dtKirs are tables 

Conclusions: 

1. Some tables arc windows. 

II. Evciy table is either a dcxir or a window. 

III. Some dciors are not windows. 

IV. No table is a window. 

(a) Either 1 or IV follows. (/>) Only I and HI follow. 

(c) Either II or III follows, (d) None follows. 

(?) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

44. 1. All bats are shuttlecocks. 

2. St>me shuttlecocks are nets 
Conclusions: 

1. No net IS a bat. 

II. All shuttlecocks are bats. 

III. Some bats arc nets. 

IV. Every shuttlecix:k is either bat or net. 

(rt) Only I and 11 follow. (Ii) Only II and 111 follow, 
(c) Either 111 or IV follows, (d) Either I or III follows. 

(?) None follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Trees are higher than mountains but lower lhai 

rivers. 

2. Clouds are higher than trees but lower thai 
ocean. 

Conclusions: 

1. Oceans are the highest. 

II. Oceans are higher than rivers. 

III. Clouds are lower than rivers. 

IV. Mountains are higher than oceans. 

(a) Only I follow's. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only HI follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(?) None follows.. 

Statements: 

46. 1. All books are card-boards 

2. All pencils are card-boards. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some card-boards are btviks as well as pencils. 

II. Every card-board is either a book or a pencil. 

III. No card-board is book as well as pencil. 
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IV. Sterne card-lxuids art* neither bonk nor pencil. 
(«) Either I or III follows, (b) Either HI or IV follows. 
(c) Either I or 11 follows. (d) All the four follow. 

(f) None follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Some cities circ’villaj'es. 

2. Some districts are villages. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some cities are not villages. 

II. Some districts are not villages. 

III. Every village iseilhee citv ot district 

IV. Every village is a city as well as district. 

(a) Only I and III follow. (fi) Only I and 11 follow. 

(c) Only 11 and 111 follow, (cl) Only 111 and IV follow. 

(e) Only 1 and IV follow. 

Statements: 

4tS. 1. All g.iines are spot is, 

2. Some dances are sports. 

Conclusions' 

I. All sports ate games. 

II. Some sports are dances as well as games. 

Ill Sonu-sputls.iie iU'ilhei d.intes not games 
IV. No sport is dance as well as game. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Either I or III follows. 

(r) Either 111 or IV follows, (d) Either II or IV follows. 

(f) None follows. 

In each i/i'i's/iiwr /v/n./' i- n cl.iiciiioil folio,ocil hu lhi,r 
asswnpltons nionlH'icJ I, ll oinl III An ussuinption h Mniiclliiii^ 
supposed, assumed or taken for gninfcd. You Itaoe to consider the 
statement and Ihe assumptions and then decide vAnch oflhenssinup- 
lians are hnpliat ut Ihe slalenicnl Then decide u-hich of the ansuvrs 
from (a), (b), (c), (d) and (r) is the rorieet nnsiivr. 
blaleiiienl. 

4*}. In most of the government hospitals either the equip¬ 
ment to carry out some of the basic tests are missing or are not 
in working ordei. 

Assuinpitons: 

I. The equipments m private hospitals are bettei 
maintained. 

II. The staff of the government hospital is rather 
careless where the purchase of equipments and 
their maintenance is concerned. 

III. Government doctors do not nwd any equipment 
foi basic tests 

(a) Only I and 11 are implicit, (b) Only 111 is implicit, 
(c) Either 1 oi III is implicit. (if) All are implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Slatcment: 

.10. Most of the pi'ople today have beemne exIiemcK 
fitness conscious and calorie careful. 

Assumptions: 

I. The modern generation is much more fit and 
healthy as compared to our ancestors. 

II. In old days, people hxik health quite casnalK. 

III. The people who are fitness and calorie conscious 
are healthier than those who are not. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only IK is implicit. (d) Either 11 or IT is implicit, 

(c) None is implicit. 

Slntement: 

51. The Ncfoel Prize for chemistry would be shared by 
three persons. 


Assuiuplioiis: 

I. The three were working together as a team. 

II. They were working individually but their w'ork 
had the same wei^tage. 

III. The three belonged to different nations and the 
Nobel Prize Committee wanted to oblige all the 
three nations. • 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only HI is implicit. (d) Eitlver I or 11 is implicit, 

(c) All the three are implicit. 

Statement: 

12 The Indian Tourism Devcioprhent Corpdraliion 
(ITDC) IS planning to demolish and rebuild three of its hotels 
in the capital by the year 20CX). 

Assumptions: 

I. ITDC is going to exhaust all the funds on these 
threi* hotels oniv. 

II. These thitv hotels an; outdated hence they don't 
attract tourists. 

III. Till the liotols are rebuilt, the ITIX would pro¬ 
vide tents to the tourists. 

((/) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only 11 is implicit. 

((’) Onlv 111 is implicit (if) Either I or II is implicit 

(cj I'lther 11 or 111 is implicit. 

Statement: 

■ 5.T Malaria claimed many lives in Rajasthan this year. 
Assumptions: 

I. Them IS a dearth of medicine's in the State. 

II. When patie'^ts go U> the doctors they are tixi ill 
to be trcate^l. 

III. There is no treatment for this disease. 

(ii) Only I is implicit. 

(f*) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only Ki is implicit. 

(if) Either 11 or 111 is irhplicit. 

(£’) Anyjone of the three is implicit. 

Slatcment' 

.54. More and more youngmen are falling victims to drug 
addiction although they know thi-consequences. 

Assumplions 

t. These* young persons lack will-power. 

11. They give up drugs as soon as they get old. 

'in. Young women totally abstain frsom drugs. 

{(j) Only I is implicit. (fc) Only II is implicit. 

(l' C'niv 111 IS impln (t 
(if) l-.iltn'r I or 11 is impilicit. 

(e) Either Ii or III is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. In some of the constituencies, the voters have exer¬ 
cised Iheir franchise in llu- shallow of pressure and terror. 
Assumptions: 

I. The security arrangements werg not upto the 
mark. 

II. The candidates contesting for elections had con¬ 
nections with underworld dons. 

III. The \ olers were aware of the power ot the can¬ 
didates and their gang. 

(a) Only I and 11 are implicit. 

(/») Only Hand 111 are implicit. 

(jc) Only III is implicit. . , • , , 

(if) Either I or III is* implicit. • 

(c) Ail are implicit. 

Statement: 

56. The patients of hypertension are prescribed sedatives 
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and advised to reduce the intake ot salt and tats. 

Assumptions: 

1. Sedatives soothe nerves and remove stress. 

II. Person who take too much fried food and salt in 
excess, always fall a prey to hypertension. 

III. Doctors do not know any other proper treatment 
for hypertension. 

(a) Only 1 is ii^licit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. (d) None is implicit. 

(c) All the three are implicit. 

Each of the following questions Itas a question and two state¬ 
ments tmriad I and II. You have to decide whether tlw data provided 
in tite statements is sufficient toansum- the question. Read both the 
statements amfully and mark your answer: 

(a) if the data given in statement I alone is sufficient to 
iuiswer the question while the data given in state- 
ment n alone is not sufficient to answ'er the question. 

(ii) if the data given in statement 11 alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data given in state¬ 
ment I alone is not sufficient to answer the question. 

(c) if either the data provided in statement 1 alone or 11 
alone is sufficient to answer the question. 

(d) if the datas provided in both the statements are not 
sufficient to answer the question. 

(e) if the datas given in both the statements are needed to 
answer the question. 

57. Why are M.P.s and M. L. A.s elected for a period of five 
years? 

I. Five years is a gcx>d period to buy properties, 
make investments and accumulate bank bal¬ 
ance that may last for generations. 

II. Half the decade is eiwugh.to give a chance to the 
elected members to prove their efficiency in 
managing the State affairs. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

58. How far is Meena's office from her home? 

I. It takes Meena 15 minutes to reach her office 
from her home. 

n. Meena is a fast walker and maintains a regular 
speed of 5 km per hour. 

(a) a (b) U (c) U (d) U (e) □ 

59. What is wrong with Mr Shrivastav? 

I. His personal physician has advised him to go to 
the Cancer Hcrapital of Bombay. 

II. There is no cancer hospital in th^ town where Mr 
Shrivastav lives. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

60. Why do schools have uniforms for children? 

I. If all the children wear the same type of clothes 
it would add to identity of the school and there 
would be no distinction between the rich and the 
not so well to do class. 

II. Children look more smart in uniform as com¬ 
pared to their other clothes. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

61. Where is the company going to open its new office? 

I. The executives are looking for a place in the heart 
of the city where the area buzzes with business. 

II. No place is available for new offices in the heart 
of the over-crowded city. 

(<i) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

62. When are Ramesh and Ritu getting married? 


1. They propose to get married after this Christ, 
mas. 

II. They want to get married before this New Year 
Eve. 

(a) □ (h) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

63. Who is going to be the next boss after the retirement 
of Mr David? 

I. Mr Ahmed is the seniormost person in the de¬ 
partment. 

II. There is a tradition of promoting the seniormost 
person to the highest post. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) a 

64. How many persons were killed when a part of the 
train fell into the flooded river? 

I. The last compartment, carrying 39 passengers 
fell into the river and only four persons aiuid be 
saved. 

11. The divers have taken out 27 bodies and are still 
searching for the remaining eight. 

(a) J (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ {t>) □ 

In each question bcloxv is gwen a statement fidlowed by three 
Courses of Action numbered I. II and III. A course cf act ion is a step 
or administrative liccision to be taken for improvement, follow-up or 
further action in regard la the problem, policy etc. nn the basis of the 
information given in the statement. You have to assume everything 
in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested 
courses of action logically follow fir pursuing 
Statement: 

65. Number of dis.sidents in a political party is amstantly 
on increase and some of the members arc threatening to join 
the rival party. 

Courses of Actum- 

I. The party leader should kxik into the cause of 
discontentment and should try to remove it. 

II. All such members should be expelled from the 
party. 

III. The working of the party should be handed over 
to these dissidents. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Either 1 or 111 follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

66. There is a great agitation in the city because of the 
death of a youngman in the police lock-up. 

Courses cf Action: 

I. The staff responsible for such incident must be 
suspended without delay. 

II. A probe should be ordered into the matter. 

III. Proper compensation should be paid to the fam¬ 
ily of the deceased. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (i>) Only 11 and III follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. (d) None follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

67. The sales persons of company X are unable to hit the 
targets set for them in spite of best effiorts. 

Courses of Action: 

I. The Company should intnxluce some sales pro¬ 
motion schemes. 

II. The Company should invest a g(X)d amount on 
advertisements. 

III. The products should be compared with rival 
products and should be made as good quality- 
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wise as them it not better. 

(fl) Orfy 1 and IH follow. (b) Only I and II follow. 

(c) All the three follovy. (d) Either U or Ill follows. 

Only II and III follow. 

Statement: 

68. The involvement of political parties in the election of 
arliegc unions creates a lot of problems. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Collie Unions should be banned. 

II. Leadership among students should be discour¬ 
aged. 

III. There should be strict security arrangements in 
college campus. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only 1 and III follow (d) All the three follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

69. People living in rural areas still believe in a big family. 
Courses of Action: 

I. They should be forced to undergo operations 
and limit their family. 

II. Tliey should be told about the advantages of 
small family with the help of video-cassettes and 
other programmes. 

III. Health care mobile units should go there regu¬ 
larly and implement the family welfare pro- 
.grnmme. 

(ff) Only 1 and 11 follow. {b) Only Hand III follow. 

(c) Only Ill follows. (d) Only 1 follows. 

(c) None follows. 

Statement: 

70. Mini buses are responsible for the maximum number 
of road accidents. 

Courses of Action' 

I. Bases should maintain a controlled .speed and 
not stop in the middle of the road. 

II. Crossing the speed limit in overtaking should be 
highly penalized. 

III. Buses should stop only at stands and allow suf¬ 
ficient time to the passengers for alighting and 
boarding. 

(a) Only 1 and 11 follow. (fi) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only 1 and HI follow. (d) All the three follow. 

(f) None follows. 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) All the others have a say in the judgement. 

2. fe) This is the only fort among places famous for temples. 

3. (b) All the others are measurements for days. 

4. (ii) It is the only water flower among the lot. 

5. le) All the others are related to the sky. 

6 . (d) All the others come in the category of cattle. 

7. (bj All tlw others are chess-men. 

8 . (fl) It is the only non-citrus fruit amtHvg the lot. 

9. (b) The other is an item required for making the first. 

10. (b) Both are products of the same element. 

11. (d) One makes things from the other. 

12 . (a) ^th serve the same purpose. 

.13. (c) One is the basic element for making the other. 

14. (al They have the person and his field relationship. 

15. fc) The words are emposites. 

16. (b) Both are two difeent items of the same general cate- 


17. {b) AlTareneighbtrurswthccHnmon boundary line. 

18. (f) The countnes are in a common continent. 

19. (c) One is inside the other. 

20. (c) One set has musicians, the other scientists. 

21. (a) The three stand as land-marks in their respective* 

fields. 

22. (d) The relationship is that of person, his field of achieve¬ 

ment and the place he belongs to. 

23 to 27. Some ha'oe jumbled letters, some take the preceding or 
the next letter from alphabets as code or after coding the loord ffir 
letters may be loritten in reverse order (Q 27}. 


23. (d) 

24. (c) 

2 .8. (a) 

26. (e) 

27. 

(fr) 

28. (fe) 

29. {b) 

30. (a) 

31. (d) 

32. 

(fc) 

33. (c) 

34. (c) 

35. (c) 

36. (b) 

37. 

(e) 

38. (c) 

39. (d) 

40. (b) 




The best way to ansjoer the next type of questions is by drawing 
diagrams of ail the probable situations and then ivaciting the fool¬ 
proof conclusion Ijct each item be represented by a circle irrespective 
I'f its size. Here are same examples: 



49. (a) 

50. (b) 

51. (d) 

.<52. (b) 

53. (e) 

54. (a) 

55. (e) 

56. (a) 

.57. (b) 

58. (e) 

59. (a) 

60. (fl) 

61. (d) 

62. (e) 

63. (e) 

64. (c) 


65. (a) 

66 . (c) 


67. (c) 

68 . (f) 


69. (b) 

70. (d) 




t»ECEMBER’96 COMPETITfoN MASTER 4S3 






BANK ROyRBi/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. There have been various scan¬ 
dals in the telecom sector. These have 
given rise to several discussions and ar¬ 
guments regarding the licensing of the 
telecom sector. Discuss and give argu¬ 
ments For and Against licensing. 

Ans. In the recent times, there have been 
various problems in the telecom sector. A 
number of people have argued that the num¬ 
ber of players in the field should be limited. 
Some, however, do point out that this could be 
detrimental to the services. 

Arguments Against limiting players 

The National Telecom Policy 1994 
(NTP '94) had signalled a shift from mo¬ 
nopoly in telecom services towards a cul¬ 
ture of competition. There were to be 
more players in the telecom services. In 
such a situation, there is no need to limit 
the number of players in the field except 
where such limitation becomes an op¬ 
erational necessity because of the lim¬ 
ited availability of radio frequencies. It 
is quite possible to have upto 10-12 play¬ 
ers per city against the existing limit of 
2 to 4. 

The British system has shown that 
removing restrictions in the number of 
players is the best for the customer. Brit¬ 
ain has over 150 basic service providers. 
Entry conditions for prospective service 
providers must be clearly spelt out and 
then it should be left to market dynamics. 
It has also been suggested that there should 
be a strong regulatory authority to ensure 
a level playing field among service pro¬ 
viders. Also, where the number of players 
has to be restricted because of frequency 
restrictions, there should be transparent 
tender procedures so that the entire pro¬ 
cess is operated and seen to be operated 
fairly. 


Arguments For limiting the number of 
players 

The number of players in this service 
has to be kept Hmiled mainly because of 
frequency constraints. Duopoly is 
favourable only in basic services. This was 
because of certain basic reasoas. While 
involvement of the private sector and its 
competition with the DOT (Department of 
Telecommunications) v/ould result in more 
telephones and better services, it is felt 
that the time is not yet ripe for adopting 
a free for all telecom licensing policy. A 
free for all telecom policy has a number 
of minus points like wasteful investment, 
share capacity, cartelisation and mutu¬ 
ally destructive competition—harmful to 
both economy and the subscribers. It also 
reduces the possibility of cross 
subsidisation resulting in the neglect of 
the poor, the rural areas and remote re¬ 
gions. Moreover, it leads to more hassles 
in regard to inter-connection and fre¬ 
quency allocation. Problems are also cre¬ 
ated for the regulator. 

There are various problems that en¬ 
gulf this particular area. Certain solutions 
can be found that would be mutually ac¬ 
ceptable to all the concerned parties. Regu¬ 
lation is an integral part of all privatisation 
efforte on utilities. There is a need for such 
regulations. A major question in deciding 
about limiting the number of players in 
the market is that of technology. Although 
there has been a lot of support for restrain¬ 
ing competition, there is no doubt about 
the fact that better services, lower prices 
through competition and technological 
prowess will become the primary factors 
in India. 

Q. There is a lot of talk going on about 
a slowdown in exports. Discuss the vari¬ 


ous factors that could be responsible and. 
argue whether there really is a slow¬ 
down or not. 

Ans. It has often been said that for the 
country to move on a path of sustained 
development, exports play an important 
part. However, in recent times there Itas 
been a talk of a slowdown in exports. Tliere 
are a number of reasons given for this kind 
of a phase. 

Nearly one-fourth of the Indian ex¬ 
porters fall in the category of people who 
cater to the lucrative domestic market but 
prefer to export. With the entry of multina¬ 
tionals into the Indian market, these ex¬ 
porters have started focussing on the 
Indian market rather than face the hassles 
of exports. 

Indian exporters have been export¬ 
ing at prices lower than their cost of pro¬ 
duction in order to compete 
internationally. Compensatory fiscal con¬ 
cessions granted to them have now been 
partially withdrawn which is creating a 
lot of problems. 

International markets have become 
highly competitive. Countries like China, 
SoudiKorea and Taiwan are dumping dieii 
goods in a big way. Therefore, Indian ex¬ 
porters are finding it difficult to export, par¬ 
ticularly because of the high productior 
costs involved. 

The prime reason for the slowdown 
is said to be para 47 which was inserted 
in the Trade Policy. This has forced ex¬ 
porters to pay additional customs duties 
which could be later claimed againsi 
Modvator drawback. However, products 
not subject to Modvat or excise were nol 
able to recover the additional custoou 
duty paid. 

In February 1996, post shipmeni 
credit which was available at the Liboi 
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fate/ was withdrawn, making the cost of 
credit very high. The government also 
imposed MAT In die current budget dis¬ 
couraging exporters. 

The sbwdown in exports is a part of 
the general slowdown in ^e economy and 
global trade^he export growth of China, 
South Korea and Japan has also come 
down, thereby lowering the ocean 
freights. 

Infrastructural problems have become 
very grave. Exporters are confronted with 
port bottlenecks and shotages of power, 
railway rakes etc. It is very difficult to sus¬ 
tain a high rate of exports growth unless 
the infrastructural areas are given top pri¬ 
ority. 

A major portion of Indian exports are 
in textiles and leather. The markets for these 
arc not expanding much. There is a need 
to diversify the export basket to attain 
greater growth. There is also a need to 
penetrate new markets and acquire larger 
shares in existing markets. India must de¬ 
velop new 'niche products' where it will 
have a distinct competitive advantage. 

Besides such factors, it is important to 
have an environment of a strong political 
will, deepest political commitment, earnest 
administrative and systemic support for 
quick export growth. Lowering interest 
rates and containing inflation should be 
among the major objectives as these play a 
vital role in making goods price competi¬ 
tive in tlie international market. 

Q. The government has been caught 
in a fertiliser subsidy trap. In this kind of 
a situation, there has been a lot of discus¬ 
sion on strategies of cutting down the 
bulging fertiliser subsidy to the minimum. 
Discuss the various aspects of a prospec¬ 
tive subsidy policy. 

Ans. The fertiliser subsidy issue has 
been of much concern to the government. 
From Rs 170 crore in 1980-81, the subsidy 
on diemical fertilisers has now gone upto 
Rs 6148 crore—Rs 4500 crore on indigenous 
and Rs 1648 crore on imported fertilisers. 
People who arefor liberalisation in all fields 
want removal of all subsidies. However, 
the leaders are not interested in this. 

The objectives of a sound fertiliser 
subsidy policy actually should be; 


(a) To protect the Small And Marginal 
Farmer (SAMF). He should get fertilisers 
at an affordable price. 

(b) To lure investments to keep en¬ 
larging the fertiliser production base. Im¬ 
ports must play only a marginal 
supplementary role. 

(cj To eliminate the high cost of sub¬ 
sidy within five years. 

The present policy has basically 
achieved two objectives (1) ensured that 
the farmers got fertilisers at an affordable 
price and (2) ensured that India became a 
major fertiliser producer, especially of ni¬ 
trogen and phosphorus. India has thus 
become immune to the blackmail of glo¬ 
bal producers. 

The following suggestions have been 
made regarding a new subsidy policy: 

(a) The SAMF should get his require¬ 
ment of fertilisers at a reasonable price. 
The quantum of his need can be assessed 
on the basis of present consumption pat¬ 
tern. The bigger and richer farmers must 
afford higher prices. Fertiliser security 
should be for the poor only. 

(b) It has to be ensured that the SAMFs 
access the fertiliser set aside at a reason¬ 
able price. It is important for every dealer 
to have a list of the SAMFs in his area. 
Besides the dealer network, the PDS sys¬ 
tem can also be utilised. 

(c) Many plants recover the initial 
expenditure incurred on customs, excise 
etc within five-six years, and for the re¬ 
maining life of the plant, the subsidy price 
mechanism comes as a bonus. This pushes 
up the cost of the subsidy, lo cut down on 
subsidy, the subsidy element in the 
fertiliser price related to customs, excise 
and other duties paid by the promoter 
whUe setting up the plant has to be iden¬ 
tified 

(d) Investment in fertiliser plants 
should be encouraged and the foUowing 
concessions can be given: 

—exemption from customs, excise and 
other duties of capital goods for setting 
up new plants or modernisation or ex¬ 
pansion of plants. 

—ten-year tax holiday for new plants, 
—permission to raise money from the par¬ 
allel economy. 

With certain basic steps like these, it 


would be possible to ensure ti\at the coim- 
try doesn't face an acute subsidy trap prcA>- 
lem. 

Q. Should privatisation be introduixd 
in the pown sector? What would comprise 
privatising State Electricity Boards 
(SEBs) and would this be a boon or curse 
to the consumen? Discuss. 

Ans. Almost aU States in India siuffer 
from severe power shortages. 'These short¬ 
ages are mainly due to the inability of the 
State Electricity Boards (SEBs) to finance 
the needed expansion of generating ca¬ 
pacity. 'Ihis inability, in turn, is the out¬ 
come of their financial sickness resulting 
from the various subsidies that the SHEte 
are forced to give and their inabilitv to 
charge appropriate prices for electricity 
because of political pressures. 

Privatisation of the SEBs would mean 
getting at the root of the problem and re¬ 
storing the financial health of the SEBs. 
Then, it would be possible for them to 
work towards expansion of generating 
capacity. Shortages would then disappear. 
The fact, however, is that under the cu^ 
rent political scenario, raising prices for 
all consumers Is not easy for SEBs. The 
only option that remains is to invite pri¬ 
vate firms to come and set up generating 
plants. Although privatisation in the mat¬ 
ter of generation is already now commonly 
accepted, even that requires autonomy for 
SEBs. 

When supply is allocated to different 
generating plants, the total system cost of 
meeting the energy needs is minimised. 
No load factor guarantee is given to any 
plant. For such a system to work efficiently, 
that is, in a way that minimises the total 
cost of generation, the distributing com¬ 
pany has to be independent and have 
profit maximisation as its objeedve. 

Another reason to privatise the SEBs 
is that the high T & D losses cannot be set 
right imless the SEB officials are sure of 
backing by higher ups. They cannot hold 
staff members accountable if political pres¬ 
sure will make them back down. To correct 
this problem, there is a need for massive 
changes. Politicians have to be cut out of 
SEBs. This is possible only through 
privatisation. 
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Privatisation, however, does not 
mean no public control at all. The gov¬ 
ernment can still own 49 per cent of eq¬ 
uity, public financial institutions can have 
additional 20 per cent equity, so that to¬ 
gether they have commanding control. It 
has to be recognised that even without 
the controlling interest public control is 
possible through appropriate regulatory 
boards. Even with privatisation, public 
interests can be protected. It can be en¬ 
sured that a particular generating plant is 
so built that utility is efficient and also, 
the burden of high cost or inefficiency 
should not be passed on to the consum¬ 
ers. 

There are other ways also to introduce 
decentralisation in the system. For ex¬ 
ample, panchayats can be given the power 
to distribute electricity and collect aU bills. 
They can also be given the freedom to set 
the tariff and retain whatever profits they 
make for the benefit of the community. 
SEBs can sell electricity to the panchayats 
at one point, for a fbced tariff, at which the 
collection can be very easy. This way, the 
SEB would not make any losses. The 
charge that a farmer pays would, in some 
sense, come back to him as the panchayat 
would be expected to invest in welfare 
schemes which benefit the villagers, includ¬ 
ing the farmer. 

There are various aspects of the 
privatisation problem. Some people say 
that it would increase the price that con¬ 
sumers would have to pay. Any reform of 
electricity boards would require that the 
consumers who are given subsidised elec¬ 
tricity would have to pay a higher price 
and the subsidy would have to be with¬ 
drawn. That kind of cost increase is un¬ 
avoidable. However, one has to recognise 
that subsidies that lead to shortages are 
expensive for consumers also. With 
privatisation, one main advantage is that 
farmers can get electricity as and w'hen 
they want it, with appropriate regulatory 
mechanism at low cost. 

A number of people are of the view 
that the government should provide much 
more direct income support and transfers 
to the poor than providing them with 
subsidised electricity. Privatisation by and 
large would prove to be helpful to ti\e 


economy. 

Q. After five years of liberalisation 
and economic changes, there is a need 
to revise our policies and adopt certain 
changes required. What are the areas 
in which improvements could be pos¬ 
sible especially in context of our plan¬ 
ning? 

Ans. It is now increasingly felt that 
tliere is a need to change the planning 
process in India. The earlier target-twiented 
plaiming for investment allocation for a 
full five-year period should gradually be 
replaced by planning for policies in a 
market economy to achieve development 
objectives. Changes occur very suddenly 
in the economy these days and we can¬ 
not predict or even gain knowledge for 
the entire period. Only policies can be 
specified. That is, the emphasis then 
would be on planning of policies. The 
following suggestions have been given 
by experts: 

1. Public expenditures should be made 
consistent with all other macro and micro 
economic policies that operate through the j 
market mechanism. Planning has. to be | 
concerned with not just the public sector 
but also the private sector. 

1 It is important to finish all the in¬ 
complete tasks of economic reforms. Ob¬ 
jectives can be realised by focussing on 
economic reforms that try to make the 
markets more competitive, open and flex¬ 
ible. 

3. An appropriate legal framework is 
required tliat would deal with property 
rights, contract enforcement and dispute 
settlement, not only transparently, but also 
witiiout delay. In India, a lot needs to be 
done with regard to dispute settlement and 
labour legislation, land settlement, envi¬ 
ronmental regulations and numerous re¬ 
quirements of bureaucratic clearance. 
Land reforms in particular, need a lot of 
attention. 

4. Public enterprises need to be restruc¬ 
tured and made more efficient. Where nec- 
es.sary, appropriate disinvestment should 
be carri^ out. 

5. The financial sector is another area 
of unfinished reforms. In die majority of 
rapidly growing developing countries, the 
reforms in the financial sector have been 


the prerequisites for the success of devel¬ 
opment policies. In India, a lot needs to 
be done. In fact, the success of a majority 
of other programmes also depends on 
these reforms. 

Our policies should aim at outlining 
the macro-economic policies associated 
with the desirable path of growth. This 
path is normally expressed in terms of a 
consistent set of growth rates of GDP and 
of a number of broad sectors like agricul¬ 
ture, industry, infrastructure and social 
services as well as the rates of changes of 
target variables—unemployment, price 
level, exports, foreign exchange reserves, 
people below the poverty line. 

It is indeed high lime that the 
economy starts looking beyond detailed, 
lengthy plans. These have to be oiganised 
1 more in the context of our infrastnjcture 
for information gathering. Short-term re¬ 
alistic targets that are based on sound 
information arc better than unrealistic 
goals. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

December: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
December has been quite an eventful 
month in our pre-independence history. 
The month witnessed events like forma¬ 
tion of East India Association by 
Dadabhai Naoroji on December 1, 1866, 
establishment of lieiur Math by Swami 
Vivekananda on December 9, 1898, 
arrival of King George and Queen Mary 
in India on December 2,1911 and 
presentation of Nobel Prize to Dr C.V. 
Ranum on December 10,1930. 

In this section wo shall have a perusal 
on the first meeting of Indian National 
Congress and the first meeting of the 
Indian Constituent Assembly. 

INC 

Plans of having an All bidia nationalist 
organisation materialised on December 
25,1885 when 72 political leaders from 
different parts ol the country met at the 
Sanskrit College, Bombay, under the 
inspiration of A.O. Hume and formed 
the Indian National Congress. Promi¬ 
nent amongst the pioneers included 
Dadabhai Naoroji, Justice Ranade, 
Feroze Shah Mehta, K.T Telang, 
Badruddin Tyabji, G. Subramanya Iyer, 

S. Subramanya Iyer, Ananda Charu, 
Surendranath Banerjee and Anand 
Mohan Bose. The first meeting was 
presided over by W.C. Banerjee. 

Constituent Assembly 
On December 9,1946 the first ses.sion of 
the Constituent Assembly of India was 
inaugurated in New Delhi. While repre¬ 
sentatives of all Provinces and communi¬ 
ties participated in the session, members 
of the Muslim League were conspicuous 
by their absence. Dr Sachchidananda, 
the oldest member of the House, was 
elected temporary Chairman of the 
Assembly. On December 11,1946 
Rajendra Prasad was elected pernaanent 
President of the Assembly. In his inaugu¬ 
ral address Rajendra Prasad, while 


acknowledging limitations of the Assem¬ 
bly, said, "1 am aware that this Assembly 
has been bom with certain limitations 
placed on it from its birth,..., in spite of 
these limitations, the Assembly is a self- 
governing and self-determining, inde¬ 
pendent body in whose proceedings no 
outside authority can interfere and 
! whose decisions no one upset, alter or 
j modify" 

I 

I After Independence 
; Some ol the important events that took 
{ place during the months of December 
i include Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's 
j pining world leaders to receive 'Beyond 
I War' award on December 14, 1985, 

I swearing-in of Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
I as the 8th Prime Minister of India on 
I December 12, 1989 and pulling down of 
; 430-year old Babri Masjid in Ayodhya on 
December 6, 1992. 

However, in litis section we sltail focus 
on bido-Pak war, crucial decisions taken 
] • by the Lok Sabha and Cricket. 

i 

j Indo-Pak War 

I Frustrated by the perception of defeat in 
I East Pakistan, Pakistan launched mas- 
j sive air attack on India's western sector 
I c»i December 3,1971. Indian anti¬ 
aircraft guns shot dow’n three Pakistani 
planes and on the next day Indian Air 
Force launched a counter offensive and 
shot down 33 Pakistani planes. Sub.se- 
quently, Indian Navy also launched an 
offensive and on December 5 the news 
about the sinking of two Pakistani ships, 
Kliaibar and Shahjelian, rejoiced Indians. 
On December 9, Defence Minister 
Jagjivan Ram disckxsed the news of 
sinking of Pakistan s biggest submarine 
Ghazi. Sensing India's all out win, on 
December 11 Pakistani General Farman 
Al, called upon UN to arrange troops- 
repatriation in East Pakistan. India 
continued to increase its pressure and on 
December 15 General Niazi appealed 


for cease-fire. However, General 
Manekshaw set deadline for the surren¬ 
der of Pakistani forces and on the next 
day all East Pakistani forces und(^ 
General A.A.K. Niazi surrendered before 
Lt Gen Jagjit Singh. Finally, on Decem¬ 
ber 17, with Yahya Khan's accepting 
conditions laid down by India, the 14 
days old Indo-Pak war came to an end. 

Lok Sabha 

j A number of important decision'-, ^/ere 
taken in the Lok Sabha during the 
months of December. For instance, on 
December 1,1971 Lok Sabha passed 
the 25th Amendment Bill to safeguard 
the implementation of Directive 
Principles and next day it passed the 
Bill to end Privy Purses. On Decem- 
I ber 15,1988 Lok Sabha passed the 
I Poll Reforms Bill, lowering voting 
j age. On December 9, 1989 it passed 
the Consumer Protection Bill. It was 
on'December 22,1992 that the Lok 
Sabha unanimously passed the much 
I awaited Pancliayati Raj and 
j Nsjjarpalika Bills. 

j Cricket 

In this section we shall focus on the 1981 
Test series between India aiid England. 
On December 1,1981 India bowled out 
England for 102 and won the Bombay 
1 est. In the second innings Indian ace 
bowlers, Kapil Dev and Madan 1^1, 

I claimed five wickets each. I,atcr, during 
the Bangalore Test on December 14 
Sunil Gavaskar set the dubious record of 
scoring 172 runs in 708 minutes. In the 
same series at New Delhi three record 
got entry into the books. On December 
27, C. Vishwanath scored his 13th Test 
century and Syeed Kirmaiu and Ravi 
Shastri set the record of 122 for the 8th 
wicket. On the following day Ravi 
Shastri, along with Madan Lai,set the 
partnership record of 109 runs for the 
9th wicket. 
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50ih Year of India's Indcfnndc ncc 


r 


Tapli l)a<i livrb in Rbtirpshhar in 
llooghl^ dislrk l of WpsI ft'iijiil. 
Sho wants lo he a joiirnalisl 

ll really hurls me when I find penjde 
ritpying It'estcm mannerisms lo be laMled 
as tiioiicm by their fellow Indians. Though 
we may have achieved indepmulence., our 
brains atr still ruled by a British mindset. 

When we learn lo be proud lo be 
tmlians and b y lo be modern by retaining 
our individuality, only then wiU we be free 
of our mental coioniaUsalion. Ke must know 
the scientific basis of our rich traditions and 
try lo improve them by getting rid of 
practices like sali. caste system and bride 
burning. hair strong tmdilions which 
respect nature and the environment, and this 
is what the West is discovering today. I think 
that even today. India ran provide 
leadership lo the world in many areas, if 
ordy ur learn about our rich Irudilions and 
minify them. 

There is much in our culture that holds 
meaning eirn in Ihe autlerialislir world of 
today. I am proud lo belong lo a country 
where this kruiwledge is available. I only wish 
ihal we team lo respect it and begin lo make 
use of it. By doing this, India can stand as a 
unu/ur country among all the other nations 
of the world. 

IW|ak M. Shah is doin" his 
K.'Icrh. in A"ri('ulturnl 
linginocrin;; in Jiiiiagadh in 
Gujarat 

The fact that our country has entered 
i/s Idlielh year of independence fdls my 
heart with pride. But llu" sense of eleralion 
has been emporating dowly over the years. 
This is because we believe fmdom Is the 
license lo be indisnplined. Today, most 
politicians and hurtmucrals think Ihal 
freedom means l/ie right to line (heir purses 
through taking bribes, ll is no wonder that 
poverty dor.s not ipi away inspile of growth. 
This is subversion of independence and they 
deserve the highest punishment, 

I dream nl an India u here niir i ivil 

'v—__ 




^1' 

Fbices 

tt'c publish here some more 
responses from our readers who sent 
their entries for our rompelilion lo 
mark India's Fiftieth tear of 
independence. Young people from 
across the country have written lo tell 
us about their feelings and hopes. 
Many ham- also exhibited idealism 
and we hope this is kept aim in limes 
to come. 


servants and leadm are clean. This dmim 
ran easily be con\<erled lo reality if the 
inmligaling agencies simply do /An; job. Ij 
I came In power. I will ensure that people in 
high offices declare Iheii assets. Anyone 
haring assets beyond thcii means will hare 
summary trials and their pmperly 
confiscated. If we have honesly among publii 
figures, the country will once again be on the 
path lo prosperity. 


Sanjana IjII lisf>s in Pallia. wIiito 
sill' IS doing hor W.K. in Knglisli 

Being an Indian I feel the same thrill 
that Jawaharbil \rliru must have fell when hr 
wrote his hooks Bui when I look bimealh the 
prosperous suifner of adivncrd and high- 
tei b markets, I find helpless and hungry 
masses. 'True, we have progressed, but at 
what I os/'" It'r turn sold oitrselm ond the 
notion is like an unending .Siam serial. Hr 
liaiT birome immune lo the dirty niiivilies 
going around us. The youth air not ignorant 
but (irr becoming indifferent siiue they are 
helpless. 

True, ur lannol i reate a I'topian 
eouniry. But whiil I hope for my coiiniry is 
that we should slop rriminals and hooligans 
from entering politics. These people hair 
made a mockery out of our fiveilom. Building 
of national rhariiclrr and inner strength is 
required, the rest will iniriiably follow. For 
this, we have lo go back to our ciilliire and 
not be swept from our feel by. the Western 



l ullure iiiiniliny us. I ireall Ike words of 
Mahatma Gandhi ,'/ want Ihe cultures of all 
lands lo be blown about my house as freely 
as possible. But I refuse lo he blown off my 
feel by any." 



Kii[K><>li()r Singh lives in Shillong, 
where he works as an auditor in 
defeiire acrounls. 


India is under demiKralic rule for fifty 
years while oilier rounlries luiiv seen 
du lalorships. This is an nchieirmenl for oui 
rouniry and I feel prowl of it. )el. the people 
who could stand up lo the might of the 
British empire aie loilay falling lo social 
evils and compromising Ibrir honesty. This ^ 
It cause of worry and some steps have lo he 
IhouijhI of lo pivvenl this from spiTading. 

If I came to powei. I would make a 
provision that meritorious people could nilci 
the government without ronicsiing elirlioiis 
This will ensure that the country's talent 
does not go waste and right thinking people 
cimld I'niec politics 



J. J. Verorhi’se lives in Jalandhar, 
lie IS ill the Arniv. 


/ am proud lo he a .son of hulia. Inspite 
0 / our weoknesses we aiv mnrrhinij ahead iii 
a .slow hut sure way. The avarire of some 
people has spoiled our humane qualities. I 
abhoi Ihe lust for money and pouwr. Even 
ivligion has heroine a tool lo he used by 
biipiLs. 

It may be said that we gi-l Ihe 
ipim’ininenl uh' ilesenH'. hut I do not ogive 
with this. PoHlii ians have suhrerled the 
system lo such a gmil extent that Ihe 
government we gel is cerininly not the one 
we deserve. Today, a government is thrust 
upon us though wc may not have voted for it. 
Indians air forced lo hang Ihrir heads in 
shame when pm laimed offenders and 
history sheelers set fool in Parliamnl! 

My dream is lo cleanse the system 0 / 
goveimnie. fjemorracy means rule Inj 

_ / 
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huivpeudc 


liopular gmiemmeni, and nol hy 
manijmlalors who have amlinued to subvert 
the system for their own petty ends. 


^ ”* ^ Kirli Sliarma is a sludoiil of rivil 
f arrhilfTlorp pii«iiippriii!» at 
ii Allaiiahad. 



Being an Jndian means that I am vested 
with the responsilniity of fuifilting the 
dreams of the people who fought for our 
indepnidenre. I feel that I have to pul in my 
best for tlwrountry. since independence um 
obtained after a g>eat struggle. I dream of a 
proifiTssive. educated and piospemus Irulia. 
If it was possible. I would change the oulbmh 
of Indians from 'sell tenired' to natmn- 
enlred'. If this i hnnge ran be bimiglil aboul, 
many of our poldems mould be 
aulomahrally wified out 


I Krkiia Vasliislil trarhos iii 
I Ki'ndri>a Vid\alaya in 
'' Visliakiiiipatnani in Andhra 
Prariesh. 


India is a country of rich t ulliire and 
heritage, a country udtich has many riiid 
colours of life. I dream of a country where 
people hate a modern outlook and /uii'c shed 
religious and caste shackles a place where 
politicians do not lake adtsintage of common 
people, arul a place where men and women 
are treated equally 

ll breaks my heart to see students 
discriminated against on the basis of raslc. 
Even in jobs, merit should he the <tnly 
crileria for selection. Creating ivsenHilions 
has not sohied our pvblems and we are 
bciruj pushed into the past through such 
mctluids. Except the politician, no other 
person ran he blamed for pt^rprtualing Ihis 
system. I wish there was a way of gelling rid 
. of people who want to push us hark into the 
juist. 


Palashnioni Saikia Is studying 
M.Sf. in Cbpmislry in Guwahali 
in Assam. 


The spirit of independence and enthusiasm 
associated with it may have dimmed 
somewhat but we still hoist our flag and sing 
our nalimitl anthem with pride. I hare a 
divam of making Indians into winners. Il'<* 
should he able lo win medals in inlemalionni 
sjmris events and also inlemalional awards 
like Ihr \obel prize To achieve this, our 
pdictes must he modified lo eru ouivge effort 
in every field. 

One of the first Iking that I would 
iniliale if I ever came lo power wmld be lo 
lay emphasis on curiniling population 
growth. Eeconilly, I would make India into a 
nuclear superpower. Unnlly. I would 
separate politics from religion so that it 
cannot be misused by parlies to gamer rotes. 


(icplanjali (iusain studies in cLtsii 
XI III Shri Guru Kani Rai Puhlir 
Sriioul in Moradahad in L.P. 


There are many things to be pivud of in 
Irulia but many things lo let us down. I am 
proud of Us nch heritage as well as the 
people working silently lo make it a great 
nation. But I am ashamed 0/ oui polilual 
leaders. They are exploiting intuieenl people 
and take brilKs while (hr nation is 
impoiH-rislied. 

My divam i.s lo become a surressful 
doctoi. I want lo open a hospital in a village 
in a reinole am. I think by doing this I will 
help the nation. 

h'ivcn a rluiru e, / would first send the 
corrupt leaders into jail and 1 onfiscale their 
propel ly Then, I would demolisli problems of 
poverty, illilrrary, commuwriism and 
regionalism. These are a great hindenince lo 
our progress and hy doing these things we 
may he moving a step in the direction of 
makiruj India a great and prosperous nalion. 


Rurhi Sliarnia i$ doing her K.A. 
from Miranda lioiisi'. Now IVIlii. 


India offers unity in diversity. Wv* haw 
made great nrhimmenis in the field of 
agricuUure. industry und lerhnology hul we 



have nol been ahlr to shake off the lag of 
being an "underdeveloped eeommy'. 
Certainly, a greater efforl is needed lo more 
into the league of advanced nations. It'c ran 
learn from other nations and follow Iheir 
example in achiei ing Ihis ohjecliw. by 
promoting female literacy and creating 
avenues that reward initiative. If 
opporlunilies weir. avaUable in ImUa ilseH. 
our bright people would nol go airrood and 
coniribule lo the brain-drain. 


P Aniiradha Ghosh liws in 

S Jalfiaigiiri. Slio is |iri>|ianng lor 
hrr civil sorvkcs rvain. 


It makes me rcry proud lo hear stones 
about nut indepi'ndence struggle. Many 
people tried lo split the counliy in the paJ. 
but they failed. Itr have, emerged as a united 
nalion and despite problems, we ronlinue lo 
move forward as a nation. 

fcs. then- is a gnml difference between 
the India nf my dreams and the India that 
exists in realily. II is a pity lhal today 's 
youth is givwing up in a time of all- 
eneompassing corruption, crime ami low 
moralily. But inspile of these influenees. I 
am SUIT lhal we will merge slromfer. 


Shraddha Prasad sludiot in 
Ranaras llimlii laiivis^ili. wlioio 
sho is studying for hrr R.A. 


India has been taking big strides on Ik 
road lo dewlopmettl. tPo set nn example 0/ 
secukrism lo the rest of the woiid. But 
thinking about our social evils, we do nol 
seem lo be living in the land of Mahalma 
Gandhi's dreams. Mai ur shou/d do on our 
independence day this ijear is lo think aboul 
ways through which the nation can be 
prcrcnied from sliding further. It is essential 
for us lo giw impoiianrr lo preservation and 
growth of culture and momls. along with 
eronomie growth. 'The nalkm's real growth is 
nol a sel of figmvs, but hnu’ we liw. What 
good is c(.onomir growth if we cannot son 
our cuhnref 
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IV^RAGRAPH-WRITiNG 

Model Paragraphs 


"Verbosity is the natural companion 
of pomposity." 

The use ot more words or expres¬ 
sions by a pompous fellow is as natural 
a behaviour as tliat ot a fish who rannot 
live without water under any circum¬ 
stance. Pomposity IS a trait of some 
who believe in self-assertion and draw 
fake strength from a wild use of ges- 
turi's. Like twins, both verbosity and 
pomposity share common features that 
are quite jarring to the car and irksome 
to the intelligent. Where brevity can 
serve tlie purpose, the pompous fellow 
makes a show of his presence by throw¬ 
ing words mdiscriminatelv. Since 
verbosity and pomposity sustain each 
other like mutual friends or beneficia¬ 
ries, it is absurd to expect them to 
exercise restraint which is the other 


I on concrete action backed by knowledge. 
Just as mere meditation means lack of 
faith in self-assertion and promotion of 
the policy of escapism, similarly praising 
knowledge to the skies and ignoring 
I work, is puttmg the cart before tlie 
I horse The essc-nce of all knowledge is 
I reflected in human endeavour Sitting in 
an ivory tower of knowledge and avoid¬ 
ing the battle-field of life, is an insult to 
human ingenuity and waste of various 
talents tliat God has given us Life is 
not a series of reflections but certainly 
a chain of actions that are bound to 
I result in something inspuring and 
I rewarding. A scholar may brood over 
[ the problems of the world and sit 
passively in some cosy comer, but a 
man of action cannot afford to be 
lethargic nor can he allow his life to go 


name ot discretion and discipline. 
Pomposity suffers from an inherent 
wealmess of show-off and pretensions 
and quite naturally it kicks upto verbos¬ 
ity to make its presence felt. A pompous 
person leads an artificial life by asserting 
his crude conviction that 'pomp and 
show' can do the trick in no time and 
win friends Those who suffer from the 
obsession of being more important than 
others and Irv to impress with more 
words and phrases than are needed, 
only deceive themselves. 

'The great end of life is not 
knowledge but action.' 

—T.H. Huxley 

The place of action in human life is 
paramount and decisive. Without knowl¬ 
edge, any step taken, even with good 
intentroas, may not bear such fruits as 
are sweet. The foundation ot life's march 
towards progress and prosperity is based 


1 waste when the challenges are there to 
I provoke him and chances to exploit 
and reap a rich harvest. 

"Few have reason, most have eyes," 

—Charicft Churchill 
The minority watches, analyses and 
, concludes whereas the majority sees, 
and believes. The former use discretion 
and avoid tailing into the pitfalls that 
I visual perceptions create for them. The 
I latter, though m large numbers, seldom 


t use the rare gift ot brain over brawn. 
I 'Seeing is believing' is the natural 


behaviour with most people but in the 


opinion of law makers and natural 
justice, the visible may not be the entire 
truth. Just as the vast store house of 


1 treasure lies hidden from the naked eye 
1 and has to be dug out from the bowels 
I of earth, in the same vein much knowl¬ 


edge and wisdom has to be gathered 
from intuition, rational assessment of 


physical situations and from contacts 
with mighty minds of the present and 
past. Unlike tlie crowd that follows others 
like a heid of sheep, the wise men stop, 
j survey and settle for something tliat can 
I hold water and stand the test of time, 
j Without reason or argument, we are liable 
1 to make errors here, there and every¬ 
where. In order to rid ourselves of the 
j make-believe world ot 'seeing', we should 
listen to the counsel tliat the wise men 
give and use our analytical powers before 
jumping into the fray. 

"Time hurts; lime heals." 


Of all the forces of nature, time is 
both invincible as well as inexorable If 
I it hurts and causes irritation and 
1 inconvenience, it consoles and comforts 
I the sufferer as well. The old adage that 
i time is a great healer, has kept human 
' race in a state of readuiess to face the 
worst and expect the best. If at one point 
of time, destniction on a massive scale 
unnerves us, it is no less miraculous that 
time offers healing touches to our 
wounded psyches and broken hearts. 

I The history of mankind is a telling saga 
' of tears and cheers, hopes and fears, 
j trials and tribulations. lime like a hard 


task-master keeps us on our toes and as 


I the ring master ot the cirrus or arena, it 


harries us and also harmonises our 


concepts and concrete actions. During the 
short span of time that we spend after 
birth, time plays a pivotal role in the lives 
of one and all. For some, time is always 
out of tune, while for others it is never a 
deceptive agent of nature. In order to 
make a mark in life, we must always try 
to comprehend time's temper and attune 
our thoughts, talents and actions to its 
changing mores and moods. 
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SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 

Information Technology 


Important Terms 

Acoustic coupler An acoustic cou¬ 
pler is a device that allows data to be sent 
between two computers over telephone 
lines. It is used to change a digital signal 
into sound. An acoustic coupler has a 
speaker in a cup placed over the mouth¬ 
piece, and a microphone in a cup placed 
over the earpiece. 

With an acoustic coupler it is possible to 
communicate with other computers. 

Acronym: An acronym is a word 
made up of tire first letter or letters of other I 
words. The letters used in an acron)’m | 
make a new word COBOL is the acronym | 
for common Business Oriented Language | 
ROM is the acronym tor Read Only i 
Memory. The abbreviation dpi is not an i 
acronym because it is spoken as a list of 
letters, dpi. 

RAM is the acronym Jor Random Access 
Memorii 

Adaptor: An adaptor is a device used 
to change the relationship between two 
other devices. For example an adaptor may 
change tire voltage of the electrical cur¬ 
rent, or it may allow different types of con¬ 
nectors to be used. An adaptor can also be 
a circuit board fitted into a computer. 

A gendet changer is a kind of adaptor 
used with a plug or socket. 

Address: The address is the location 
of information, or data, in a computer's 
memory. The computer gives data an ad¬ 
dress when it stores it. A program can then 
find, or retrieve, the data at that address. 

A computer uses an address just like the 
postman uses an address on a letter. 

Algorithm: An algorithm is a set of 
instructions. The algorithm sets out the 
series of steps necessary to find the solu¬ 
tion to a problem. The programmer must 
find the best way to solve the problem and 


then change, or convert, the algorithm into 
instructions in programming language. 

Algorithms are the instructions used to 
solve problems. 

Alphanumeric; Alphanumeric de¬ 
scribes both the letters and numbers on a 
computer keyboard 'Alpha' stands for the 
letters of the alphabet. 'Numeric' stands 
for numbers, or numerals. In the English 
language tlrere are 26 lower case letters, a 
to z, and 26 upper case letters, A to Z. There 
are also ten numbers, 0 to 9. Together, these 
characters make up an alphanumeric char¬ 
acter set. The term alphanumeric is some¬ 
times used to include punctuation and 
other symbols on a keyboard. 

Most computer keyboards are alphanu¬ 
meric 

Alternate key: The alternate key is a 
key found on many computer keyboards. 
The alternate key is used in combination 
witli other keys. It is held down while 
anollrer key ora coirunnnd is typed m. Tlie 
alternate key is sometimes referred to as 
the Alt key. 

The alternate key is often used in combi¬ 
nation with a function key. 

Analog: Analog describes a measure¬ 
ment which changes smoothly from one 
value to another. Examples include sound, 
temperature and frequency. An analog sig¬ 
nal is often pictured as a wave. 

Analog measurements are often used in 
medicine and scientific testing. 

Animation: Animation is used by 
computer programs to show moving pic¬ 
tures. Video games are the most popular 
use of animation. Animation is also used 
in edacational programs and to show in 
»mpie form how very complicated things 
work. Artists use animation programs to 
prepare pictures and words that can move 
across a computer, television or movie 
screen. 


Cartoons used to be drawn entirely by 
hand but can now be produced more quickly 
using computerized animation. 

Application: 

1. An application is a kind of prob¬ 
lem to be solved, or a particular kind of 
activity. 

Designing racing cars is an applmbon 
where computers are rvry Iwlpfui 

2 An application is a software pro¬ 
gram specially designed for one kind of 
activity. Wordprocessing programs and 
spreadsheet programs are examples of ap¬ 
plications. 

A graphics program is an application 
that lets the user work with pictures and 
i colours. 

I Architecture: The architecture is the 
I design of a part of a computer or computer 
system. The design of computer hardware 
is known as computer architecture. The 
design of computer networks is called net¬ 
work architecture. Systems architecture 
applies to computer systems, and the de¬ 
sign of applications is applications archi¬ 
tecture. The architecture Ls important to the 
flow of information between all parts of a 
computer. 

Good architecture is necessary for a com¬ 
puter system to work efficiently. 

Archive: To archive is to store infor¬ 
mation for future use. The information can 
be brought back, orretrieved, if necessar}'. 
Archiving is different from back up. The 
archived file is removed from a computer's 
memory after being stored on a device such 
as a floppy disk or magnetic tape. When 
long-term storage is important, archived 
material may be kept in a separate build¬ 
ing, or in fire-proof safes. 

When the project ms finished, the first 
job was to archive all the files and place the 
disks in the safe 

To be continued 
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LIFE & PROFILE 

Rajendra Prasad 


Rajendra Prasad was bom on Decem¬ 
ber 3,1884 at Zeradei village in Saran dis¬ 
trict of Bihar. His father, Mr Mahadev 
Sahai, was brought up by Chaudhur Lai, 
his grand-father's elder brother. 
Chaudhur Lai rose to the position of 
Dewan of Hathua Estate, but Rajendra 
Prasad's father was much interested in 
gardeiung. As per the prevailing practice, 
Rajendra Prasad was initiated into the 
study of Persian at the age of five by a 
Maulavi. Rajendra Prasad's mother 
Kamlcshwan Devi groomed him into a 
religious man. 

After receiving elementary education 
in village, Rajendra Prasad was sent to 
Chapra District School in the eighth class 
for English education. After passing the 
Entrance Examinations, he was admitted 
to the Patna College. 

His period of studying in Calcutta 
coincided with a new phase of political 
and cultural awakening in India. The 
Dawn Society had considerably influ¬ 
enced Rajendra Prasad and his inclina¬ 
tions for public activities were crystallised 
during the period. He started Bihari Club 
in Calcutta and associated himself with 
College Union. He invariably attended 
meetings organised during anti-partition 
and Swadeshi movements but at no point 
of time ignored his studies. After secur¬ 
ing first rank in History Honours, he 
joined his M.A. Owing to his father's ill¬ 
ness and his subsequent death, Rajendra 
Prasad discontinued his studies for a 
while and later he decided to study law. 
In 1911 he started practicing as a lawyer. 
Later, he got the degree ot M.L. but could 
not submit his thesis for the D.L. because 
of his active involvement in politics. In 
December, 1916 Rajendra Prasad attended 
the crucial Congress session held in 


Lucknow, where some delegates from 
Bihar raised the issue of hardships of indigo 
ryots in Champaran. In April, 1917, when 
Gandhiji paid a visit to Bihar, Rajendra 
Prasad came in close contact with him. 

The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 
embodied in Government of India Act 1919, 
found the favour of Rajendra Pra.sad who 
wished to give it a trial. 

The adverse economic effect of World 
War I, Khailafat movement and harsh pro¬ 
visions of Rowlatt Bill stirred Indians. To 
the Gandhiji's call for a nation-wide 
satyagrah on April 6, 1919, Rajendfa 
Prasad, along with other prominent lead¬ 
ers, signed the satyagrah pledge and un¬ 
der his leadership Patna observed 
complete hartal. 

Following ratification of 'rwn-coopera- 
tion' movement at the special session at 
Nagpur in December 1920, Bihar under his 
leadership, made undaunted response to 
it. Rajendra Prasad also gave up his prac¬ 
tices as a lawyer, except for appearing in 
the High Court in Hariji's case. After the 
Gaya ^ssion of Congress in December 
1922, Rajendra Prasad became Secretary of 
the Congress. He toured a lot and exhorted 
people with his speeches. He wrote articles 
I tor Searchlight and Desh 

Between 1924 and 1928 Rajendra 
Prasad emerged as the life-breath of the 
constructive activities. It was in recogni¬ 
tion of his valuable services to Swadeshi 
that Rajendra Prasad was accorded the 
honour of inaugurating the All-India 
Swadeshi Exhibition at the Belgaum Con¬ 
gress in 1924. 

During the visitof Simon Commission, 
Rajendra Prasad was largely credited for 
peaceful demonstrations in Bihar. From 
1930 to 1934 he guided theCivil Disobedi¬ 
ence Movement in Bihar with unflinching 


determination. He suffered several terms 
of rigorous imprisonment. In January 1934, 
when the devastating earthquake struck 
Bihar, he was in jail. On being released from 
the jail he set himself to the task of raising 
funds and collected Rs 38 lakh. Impressed 
by his efforts. Congress elected him the 
President of Bombay .ses-sion in 1934. He 
was re-elected President in 1935 and agam 
in 1939 during the crisis over Sabhas 
Chandra Bose's leadership. 

During the World War II his policy 
and stand in connection with the indi¬ 
vidual Civil Disobedience Movement was 
exceptional. With the launching of Quit 
India he was lodged to Bankipur jail. In 
jail Chakradhar Saran and Mathura 
Prasad helped him in revising the manu¬ 
script of his book 'India Divided'. He also 
wrote books entitled, Satyagrah in 
Champaran, Mahatma Gandhi and Bihar: 
Some Reminiscences and Bapu Kc Kadamon 
Men. 

Later, as President of the Constituent 
Assembly, he played an exemplary role. Be¬ 
sides championing for the cause of vil¬ 
lage industries, he expressed his keen 
interest for providing strong educational 
infrastructure. He had strong conviction 
about the utility of Nai Talim. He attached 
great importance to the establishment of 
'Rural University'. He was in favour of 
three-language formula comprising one 
regional language besides Hindi and En¬ 
glish. 

4s the first President of the country, he 
exercised his influence so silently that 
many were led to think that he neither 
reigned nor ruled. After serving for two 
terms as the President, in May 1962, 
Rajendra Prasad made Sadaqat Ashram 
his hermitage where he breathed his last 
on Febrqary 28,1963. 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Where was the inaugural ministe¬ 
rial conference of the World Trade 
Oiganisation (WTO) held recently? 

Ans. Singapore. 

Q. When was the National \foluntary 
Blood Donation Day held? 

Ans. October 1,1996. 

Q. When was the VSbrld Post Day? 

Ans. October 9,1996. 

Q. When was the World Standards 

day? 

Ans. October 14,1996. 

Q. When was the World Thrift Day? 

Ans. October 30, V)%. 

Q. Which State in India accotiuno- 
dated 1000 Polish children during the 
Second World War? 

Ans. For thousands of Polish families 
of the erstwhile State of Jamnagar in 
Gujarat, was their second motherland as 
they spent their childhcwd there diuing 
1942-48. 

When the Russian troops had taken 
a large number of Polish children in their 
custody during the Second World War, 
some of them in Kazakhstan travelled to 
Jamnagar, where the State had made spe¬ 
cial camps for them. These children stayed 
in Jamnagar between 1942-48 and left af¬ 
ter the war was over. 

Q. Which country will be ISRUs first 
customer for launching of sateUites? 

Ans. Canada will be ISRO's first cus¬ 
tomer for launching of remote sensing and 
communication satellites. The two coun- 1 
tries have signed an MoU for co-opera¬ 
tion in space-related ventures. 

Q. Which new railway zone has been i 
inaugurated recently? 

Ans. The North Vfetern Zonal Rail¬ 
way was inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Deve Gowda in Jaipur on October 17,1996. 

It comprises Ajmer, Jaipur, Kota (trans¬ 
ferred from Western Railway) and Bikaner 
and Jodhpur divisions (transferred from 
Northern Railway). 

Q. What is the new wheat support 


price? 

Ans. The government has increased 
the minimum support price of wheat by 
Rs 35 per quintal raising the procurement 
price from Rs 380 to Rs 415 for fair average 
quality. The minimum support price for fair 
average quality barley is Rs 305 per quin¬ 
tal, which marks an increase of Rs 10 per 
quintal 

Q. To which country is India planning 
to export heavy water? 

Ans. India will export 100 tonnes of 
heavy water to South Korea and delivery 
will start next year, as per an agreement 
signed between the tyvo countries. 

Q. In which country is India seeking 
to conduct oil exploration? 

Ans. India ' has approached 
Kazakhstan for a licence to explore oil 
there. 

Q. Which is the new dancing craze, 
after macarena? 

Ans. After macarena, a tongoneo 
contest was held on M lami beach in USA 
and may become as popular as the 
macarena. 

Q. Which Indian players have won 
the international tennis challenge inau¬ 
gural Australia Television Cup held at 
New South Wales from October 20-23, 
1996? 

Ans. The Indian teahi consisting of 
Harsh Mankad and Uzma Khan lifted 
the Australia Television Cup held re¬ 
cently, 

Q. Which is the largest cruise ship in 
the world? 

Ans. 'Carnival Destiny' is the largest 
cruise ship in the world. The $ 400 million 
liner was built in 20 months by Italy'sState 
shipbuilder Fincantieri. It acconunodates 
3^ passengers on 12 passenger decks and 
1000 crew. It has the largest casino afloat, 
a theatre, four swimming pools and seven 
restaurants. 

Q. Which State capital is to be con¬ 
nected by a new rail route to be constructed 


within the next five years? 

Ans. Anewll9kmxail route between 
Agartala and Kumatghat is plann^ to be 
built in the next five years. 

Q. Where is the International Toy Faff 
being held? 

Ans. Nuremberg in Germany. India 
will make its first appearance in the fair. 
The Electronics and Computer Software 
Export Promotion Council (ESCl is the 
umbrella organisation for participation of 
the toy industry in India. 

Q. Which pop star visited India re¬ 
cently? 

Ans. Michael Jackson. He performed 
his "History" tour in Mumbai on Novem¬ 
ber 3, 1996. 

Q, Which batsman is the best in the 
world, according to David Boon? 

Ans. Of the world's three best bats¬ 
men—Sachin Tendulkar, Steve Waugh and 
Brian Lara—Tendulkar outshines all, ac¬ 
cording to Australia's most popular bats¬ 
man, David Boon. 

Q. Who has written "My South Block 
Years: Memoirs of a Foregn Secretary"? 

Ans. J.N. Dixit. 

Q. Which type of mosquito carries the 
dengue virus? 

Ans. Aedes aegypti. 

Q. Which company organised the 
Michael Jackson show held in Mumbai 
recently? 

Ans. Wizeraft. 

Q. Who has won the B.D. Goenka 

j award for excellence in journalism for 
1995? 

Ans. Prannoy Roy and \ftnod Dua. 

Q, By which year is child labour pro¬ 
posed to be abolished by SA.^RC nations? 

Ans. 2010. 

Q. With which country has India 
signed die Mahakah treaty? 

Ans. Nepal. 

Q. Name the first Democrat President 

I 

i of USA to win two successive tcritus? 

! Ans. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
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Appointed, Elkted etc 
Shakh Sand Alt Abdullah Al Sabah Ku¬ 
waiti crown pnnce and the country's PM 
smce 1978, he has been appomted to the 
post agam by the Amu as per tradition 
Shankertmh Va^hela He has been ap¬ 
pointed Chief Minister of Gujarat 

ON Srumtaiv Hehasbeenapjsointed 
Governor of Manipur 

Om Praka'^h Sharmn 1 ormer Punjab 
police chief he has been appointed (jover j 
nor of Nagaland 

M N Vinkalachttliali He has been ap 
pointed chairman of the National Human 
Rights Association succeeding Justice 
Ranganath Mishra 

Slmhit Kumar Mathiir He has been ap 
pointed Indui s Ambassadoi to \ugosla\ la 
Ntranjan Nntaetlal Dtvii He has been 
appointed India's Ambassador to 
\4ne/uala 

Sheikh Abdullah But Khalifa AIT ham He 
has been appoint! d Piunc Minister of Qatar 


Resigned 

Gro Harlem Brundtland Prime Minis¬ 
ter of Norway 

Visitors 

Kfialul Bin Sultan Prime Mmister of 
Saudi Arabia 

l^ar Rodwnou Russian I>fence Minister 

Vulki r Ruhe Defence Minister of Cer 
man) 

Cuntir Rexradt German I cdiral Min 
istcr of Economics 

Aniuki Van Dok Minister ol boreign 
Trade of Nethei lands 

All iandi r Downer Australian hi'i eign 
Affairs Minister 

Ah Akbar Vilayih Iranian 1 ircign 
Minister 

Abdut Raz-’iik Wate*'Resouai s Mims 
ter of Bangladesh 

faniisD WoliiN^m WmiBankPuMclmt 
Dim 

/ R layiuardim Sri I anka s first lx 
I ccutivePicsidcnt He was90 


EVENTS 


OCTOBER I 

9—President s rule ends m J&K as a 27 | 
member counc il of ministc rs headed by 
Farooq Abdullah is sworn in I 

17—At least 8^ people die in a stampt dc at 
a Woild Cup qualif) ing match m (lua 
temala 

—Central rule is reimposed in UP as no 
party is able to form a gov emment af I 
tei the election results 
21—japan dc'feats India m the tlechons to 
the non-permanent seat of the UN Se 
cunty Council b) 142 votes to 40 m the 
GcneralAssembl) 

- Explosions kill seven members of a 
Ndbonal Conference activist Ghulam 
Hassan Nadaf m Antintnag district m 
South Kashmir 

—Andhra Pradesh contmues to reel un 
dcr flood fury foi the lifth day death . 
toll rises to 270 

23—<.)ver 10 kikh postal and telecom work ' 
ers go cm strike demanding pautv in | 
bonus 


—US cargo plane explodes shoitly after 
take off in Manta Lcuadur killing 100 
people 

2'>—A group of journalists are attacked b\ 
BSP leader Kanshi Ram and his per 
sonal staff in New Delhi I 

24—Post telegraph and telecom stafl call 
off then 7 day strike following the de i 
c ision to remove the ehgibihty ceiling I 
for payment of bonus 

—Ehe 30 kw Kalpakkam mint reactor 
kanimi attains criticality 
30—Former PM Narasimha Rao becomes 
the first Prime Minister to appear in 
coui t on charges of bribery in the JMM 
Bribeiy scandal 

—Lnforcement Directorate (ED) raid of 
flees and residences of lop officials of 
nc I imited m connection with FFRA 
V lolations Four senior officials are ar 
rested 

NOVEMBER 

1—Prenuses of Chandraswami and Ram 
Lakhan are raided m connection with 


the Urea scandal 

2— The Secunty Counai renews sanctions 
agamst Iraq for 60 days 

3— Leaders of the G-15 developmg coun¬ 
tries caution agamst hijacking of WTO 
by developed nations 

4— The Supreme Court orders former Pe¬ 
troleum Mmister Sabsh Sharma to pay 
Rs 50 lakh to the government as exem¬ 
plary damages for illegal and arbitray 
allotment of 15 petrol pumps from his 
discretional y quota 

5— Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto IS ousted President Leghari 
appoints new caretaker Prime Min 
ister 

6— President Bill C Imton is re elected to a 
second term as US President 


MILESTONES 

Gabnela Sababni Argenlina s arc 
tennis player popularly knoHn is queen 
of hearts rebred after 12 \ eats ui the game 
She won 27 touinanunts includini, the US 
Open m IWtl Her memc>ry wiil linger as 
aho has promoted two brands of perfume 
and IS the first tennis player to have a 
children s doU and a rose named in her 
honour 

K Madhava Sarnia An Indian offi 
cial ot the United Nations Environment 
rrogramme (UNFP) who has been chosen 
by ine US fanvironment Proteebon Agency 
(EPA) to receive one of its W6 Ozone Pro 
tection Awards 

Amjad AU Khan Ihe sarod maestro 
has been appointed UNICEF s national 
ambassador for children from the sphere of 
culture and creahve arts 

Madonna Pop star Madonna gave 
birth to a baby girl m a Los Angeles Hospi¬ 
tal 

Shabana Azini 9ie has won the Sil¬ 
ver Hugo Award for Best AcbeiiS at the 
Chicago International Film Fesbval for her 
rc4e m Ihe Canadian produeticm, 'Tire' 
AUveli Katakshamuia; The hrst lady 
m Asia to become a bishop, she belongs to 
the Good Samaritan Evatengical Church, m 
BhadrschaUm m Andhra Pradesh 

Seymour Cnyi US computer pioneer 
regarded as the world's pre-eminent de- 
sipiet of Cdmptiteis, He died alter an aifto- 
mobile accident in the US 

jfaidrk Kumar BiMt Fie has been, be- 
stowed Air India's nuuomom nutesge pas^ 
Srniger m dw world, flying 40 times a year 
add^ upto 4(10;000 km annually 
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